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CARR HILL LAHE, SLEICOTS, WHITBT 
AH ARCHAIOLOOIGAL A8SB88MEHT 

BACKOROUHD AHD SOURCES 

The proposed development site at Carr Hill Lane has been 
Identified as potentially o£ arohaeologioal interest hj the 
County Planning Officer. This is based on the existence of a 
number of finds of archaeological material in the vicinity, 
mainly of Romano-British date. 
An archaeological assessment has therefore been undertaken. This 
has consisted of a search of the North Yorkshire County Sites and 
Monuments Record (S.M.R.) and the County Record Office, 
consultation with Mr David Pybus, the Honorary Curator of 
Archaeology •t. Whitby- Mxisema emd Mr Heith Coulson, the owner of 
the land, examination of borehole investigations carried out in 
1978 and examination of the site on 2/3/92. 
No aerial photographs of the site could be traced. 

THE SITE 

The site is mainly lowlying with a watercourse running east -
west centrally across i t . To the north and north-west it rises 
steeply to the backs of properties on Carr Hill Lane. To the 
north of the stream the land is used for gracing, and direct 
access was not gained. 
To the south it is largely waste ground used in part for storage 
of building materials by the owners. A lightly metalled track 
runs from Carr Hill Lane east to a wooden shed half way across 
the site. Along the southern edge of the site there is evidence 
of dunging of a range of material from garden rubbish to bricks 
and broken-up concrete slabs, idiich has resulted in the build
up of the ground in this area. The central and eastern part of 
the site is extr«nely wet and lowlying, with minor streams and 
standing water in several places. A line of mature trees crossing 
the site centrally from south to north is on a slight ridge 
broken by the track running through the site. 



THE ARCHAEOLOGY 

The earliest dateable finds in the area are of Bronze Age date, 
consisting of a burial um with calcined remains, and a stone 
axe-hanraer found during building work in the 1920*s. They come 
from south of the River Esk at least SOOm. from the site, at NGR 
NZ 8687 0768. 

A number of finds of archaeological material were made in the 
1930's in the area to the south of the site, mostly undated. At 
•I §712 0824 (Site 1, Wig 1) over twenty flat stone hearths were 
found associated with flints of an imknown quantity and type. The 
upper half of a beehive quern and a deer antler incised with the 
outline of an animal were also found in the vicinity. 
Nearby to the west at NZ 8708 0824 (Site 2, Pig 1) flint 
arrowheads , s<Hae leaf-shaped, were found together with a 
quantity of poorly worked flint. 
Further to the west again at NZ 8705 0822 (Site 3, Fig 1), a 1st 
century BC blue glass bead was found during construction of the 
bowling green. 
The Ordnance Survey records 4th century Romano-British pottery 
with the hearths (Site 4, Fig 2), though other sources state that 
there was none. An iron implement found at the same place may be 
modern but is similar in appearance to a Roman boat-hook. 
At NZ 8708 0824 (Site 5, Fig 2) 3rd century Romano-British grey-
ware sherds were found, at the same place as the flint arrowheads 
mentioned above. 
Grey-ware sherds were also discovered in the bowling green area, 
NZ 8705 0822, (Site 6, Fig 2), almag with 3rd century calcite 
gritted ware and a mortarium sherd. 
A hearth and late 4th century calcite gritted ware were found in 
1945 at NZ 8701 0826 at Carr End Farm when a large tree blew down 
(Site 7, Fig 2). 
All of these finds except the last were between The Carrs and the 
River Esk. 

SITE HISTORY 

According to the owner, who lives locally, the area has always 
been the home garth of Carr End Farm. An early 20th century plan 



of Nhitby Urban District indicates no buildings on the site and 
no discemable traces were noted in the field. An overhead 
electricity line runs from the south-west in a north-east 
Sljceciion acr6si t1i8 lit^^. Tegteafaire Meter record water mains 
running along The Carrs and Carr Hill Lane but none through the 
site (see attached plan). 
(Full details of service trenches to follow) 
In 1978 16 boreholes were dug across the site, mostly to a depth 
of 6 metres. These show the natural subsoil to be sandy gravel, 
overlain by silty clay over most of the site. Ho major 
disturbances or variaticms were recorded, and water was 
encountered in all but 3 of the boreholes. In those boreholes 
where water was found, it stood at between 0.30 metres and 3.00 
metres below the surface. 
Most of the boreholes contained organic or peaty material in the 
upper 2 metres of their f i l l , which is hardly surprising given 
the waterlogged condition of the site. Unfortunately there is no 
site plan accompanying the borehole results so they can only be 
xased to a limited degree to assess the archaeological potential 
of the site. 

ASSESSMENT 

The archaeological material found in the vicinity of the site 
suggests the presence of Romano-British and prehistoric 
settlement on the ridge of slightly higher ground between the 
River Esk and the watercourse which rxma across the site. Some 
of the material was found close to the present river bank, and 
it has been suggested that the course of the river was not the 
same in the Roman period as it is now. This, together with the 
fragmentary nature of the remains so far recorded, makes i t 
difficult to speculate on the nature and extent of the 
settleaient. 
The borehole readings indicate organic material and the potential 
for waterlogged deposits is obviously high. However, that part 
of the site which has the highest potential in this respect is 
the least likely to contain settlement evidence because of its 
xmattractive nature, and is in any case not to be built on as 
part of the current development. 
Nothing was reported as having been found when any of the 
properties on the north side of the Carrs was built although some 
at least were constructed after archaeological remains were found 
south of the road. One hearth is reported to be from the north 
side of the road, at Carr End Farm (Site 7, Fig 2), and this is 



in the area of greatest interest with regard to the site. 
The southern part of the site is the area most likely to contain 
material of archaeological interest, as it is neither steeply 
SToping nor so lowlying as other parts of the site, and is also 
closest to areas where archaeological finds have already been 
made. 
A geophysical survey of the southern extent of the site (south 
of the watercourse - Phase 1 in Drawing 1) should show whether 
there are any structural r«nains, including hearths. If any 
remains are indicated by the geophysical survey i t should be 
followed up by test trenches (a minimxim of two machine cut 
trenches) to be positioned according to the results of the 
geophysical survey. 
The northern part of the site is of low potential and does not 
require any action regarding the archaeology. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The recommendations of this report must depend on the precise 
nature of the development intended. If the below-ground levels 
in the area of interest indicated above are not disturbed, then 
no further work needs to be undertaken. 
If however the development will disturb below-ground levels in 
this area,it is recommended that a geophysical survey be carried 
out prior to development in the southern part of the site, 
covering 1 hectare of land. Subject to the results of this, a 
minimtmi of two test trenches should be machine dug to recover and 
record any archaeological material indicated by the geophysical 
survey. If no structural remains are indicated by the geophysical 
s\irvey, it is recommended that Mhitby Museum are informed when 
the site is to be developed so that they can keep a watching 
brief on the site to record any archaeological finds which might 
occur. 
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CARR HILL LANE SLEIGHTS: PREHISTORIC FIND SPOTS 

FIG 1 



1 

CARR HLL UNE Sl£IGHTS; ROMANO BRITISH FIND SPOTS 

FIG 2 


