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1. Introduction 

On the 3rd and 4th of July 1997, York Archaeological Trust carried out an 
archaeological watching brief on the foundation trenches for a two-storey extension 
to the rear of Smithy Cottage, Main Street, Newton Kyme, North Yoikshire (NGR SE 
4626 4503) on belialf of the present owners Mr and Mrs. Newman. The work was 
carried out to fulfil a plamiing condition set by the North Yorkshire County and 
Selby District Councils on the development The machine excavation of foundation 
trenches was monitored for any evidence of archaeological deposits which may have 
survived in the area. 

1.1 Methodology 

The trenches were excavated imder archaeological supervision by a 2.5 tonne mini 
mechanical excavator using a toothed bucket. The deposits revealed in section, were 
cleaned, sketched, measured and recorded. All significant archaeological deposits 
were photographed using colour print film. Recording followed procedures laid down 
in the York Archaeological Trust Context Recording Manual (1996). 

Site Records and finds are currently stored by York Archaeological Trust under the 
Yorkshire Museum accession code YORYM: 1997.62 

1.2 Geology and Topography 

Newton Kyme is situated in the rich fertile valley of the river Wharfe c. 3 km. north
west of Tadcaster The village rests on Upper Permian Marl solid geology which is 
overlain by fluvio-glacial terraces at the edge of the vale of York (Geological Survey 
of England and Wales sheet 70). Smithy Cottage lies on the north side of the main 
street (Fig. 1), the groimd sloping down moderately to the north towards the river The 
area where the extension was constructed lay on the north side of the existing 
building, and just west of a previous single storey extension to the house. 

1.3 Archaeological and Historical Background 

The site lies in the fertile valley of the river Wharfe, an area known to have been 
exploited extensively from prehistoric times. 

The Prehistoric Period. 

A prehistoric henge monument, the fiill extent of wliich was first seen as a cropmark 
in 1976 by aerial photographic surveillance lies just to the west of the village, c. 0.32 
km fiom Smithy Cottage (SE 459450). This monument consists of three rings. It has 
been suggested that the innermost of these resembles a typical class E henge, 
containing a single ditch with opposed entrances, and the outer two rings, which 
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Figure 1. Site location plan scale 1:2500 
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contain frequent breaks within their course, resembles a causewayed camp (Riley, 
1980). 

A possible prehistoric tumulus, or mound of unknown date, now ploû ied out, lay 
close to the Roman Fort (discussed below), its position is indicated on the 1972 O.S. 
1:25000 scale map of Tadcaster, Sheet 44/54 (SE 45604530). 

The Roman Period 

A Roman Fort was constructed at Longbrough 0.75 km to the north-west of Newton 
Kyme, just to the south of the river Wharfe and east of the Roman Road known as 
Rudgate. Only small scale trench excavations across the ramparts are known to have 
taken place on this site. These were excavated by F. G. Simpson in 1908-09 
(Simpson, 1981), which unfortunately did not date the construction phase precisely. 
Pottery dating from a wide time span from the 1st- to the 4th- century A.D. within the 
Roman period was recovered. 

Many scholars believe that the military fort at Newton Kyme was a new one 
constructed in the fourth century (Butler, 1971; Frere, 1978, Richmond, 1958) relying 
on an historical fi-ameworic of the arrival of Constantius and preparations for his 
northem campaign to suggest that the Fort was constructed to protect his back as he 
moved northwards into Scotland (Frere, 1978,151). The proximity ofthe Roman road 
known as Rudgate, apparently a secondary addition to the road system (Hartley, 1971, 
Margary, 1967), and die fact that the new forts are visibly different from the earUer 
Saxon shore forts are used to back-up their arguments. Richmond believed it to have 
been constructed to shield lower Airedale and Calderdale (1958, 114) and to station 
large and mobile garrisons of heavy cavalry within its enclosing rampart of 10 acres 
(Collingwood and Richmond, 1969). No archaeological work to determine the 
validity of this theory appears to have been carried out to date. 

The Saxon and Scandinavian Periods 

Although the place name New-ton may suggest a Saxon origin for the village, no 
archaeological evidence has yet been found to demonstrate settlement of this date. 

The Medieval Period. 

At the Norman conquest in 1066 the place is described as a manor (Bogg, 1923) and 
at Domesday in 1086, we find '/« Togleston and Newton and Oglestorp four thanes 
hath seven carucates of land and seven oxgangs to be taxed' (Bruce, 1846, 500). A 
manor and possibly a small village may have existed at the end of the 11th century, 
under the ownership of the De Arches or Arquis family, amongst 66 other manors in 
their possession. The manor passed to the Bruces, and then to the De Kymes family 
were the village got the second portion of its name. In the early 14th century the estate 
again changed hands, the Lordship falling to Robert-de-UmfiBvilli, and thence 
descended to the Burdons, who passed it by marriage to the Talboys. In 1602 the 
estates of Newton Kyme and Toulston came into the possession of the Fairfax family. 
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who sold it to Sir Thomas Barwick in 1641 (Bogg, 1923, 109-110). The estates 
however reverted to the Fairfax family again by marriage in 1666, \s^o continued to 
own the estates into the 20th century. 

The majority of die existing stone buildings in the village would appeal to have 18th 
century origins but some medieval structures still survive. The church of St. Andrew 
has Nonnan origins and a fi:agment of the old castle hall and moat still remains 
behind the present manor house. 

It was possible that the develoinnent area may have contained archaeological remains 
from any or all of the above periods. 

2.0 Results 

The foundation trenches were excavated to a total depth of 1.70m in both the North-
South and the East-West aligned trenches. 

The earliest deposits consisted of natural clays and gravel's between c. 0.90 m and 
1.70 m below modem ground surface. The first of these, a mid grey sandy clay, was 
encountered at c. 1.50 m, and was completely sealed by a layer of mid reddish brown 
clay, between 0.30 - 0.40 m thick, containing occasional patches of greyish yellow 
clay. A thin band of mixed greyish clayey sandy gravel, between 0.10 and 0.20m 
thick, overlay the natural clays and was interpreted as a natural deposit rather than a 
surface for a road, track or yard, since it was fairly loose, and contained no artefactual 
material. Immediately on top of this, a thin layer of mid orangy brown silty clay was 
discovered, with moderate inclusions of rounded water-wom pebbles. This 
artefactually sterile layer was thought to have possibly been an early post-glacial 
colluvium A^ch formed a thin subsoil c. 0.10 m thick over natural deposits. 
Overlying this between 0.32 m and 0.90 m from the modem ground surface lay a 
thick layer of mid reddish brown silty clay, with frequent water wom gravel 
inclusions and occasional flecks of charcoal, and degraded sandstone. This contained 
one sherd of 11th-12th centiuy coarse ware pottery and is thought to be best 
interpreted as a medieval ploughsoil. A further thin layer of dark grey brown silty clay 
loam completely covered the earlier medieval layer, contained several small sherds of 
pottery dateable to the 19th to early 20th century, and probably formed a late post-
medieval garden soil in the area. This was overlain by more recent deposits of hard
core, concrete and finally a layer of tarmac up to 0.26 m thick, wiiich formed the 
modem ground surface. 
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Figure 2. Trench location plan scale 1:675 
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3. Discussion and Conclusions 
No significant archaeological deposits were located within the machine excavated 
foundation trenches. Below c. 0.90 m the deposits appear to be geological in their 
origin relating to the glacial and early post-glacial periods. A thick layer of medieval 
ploughsoil was discovered direcdy overlying these natural deposits and later sealed by 
a 19th to early 20th centuiy garden soil. These archaeological deposits were then 
completely covered by modem hard-core, concrete and tannac, wliich formed the 
final deposits within the trenches to the modem ground sur&ce. 

No evidence was recovered for activity either within the {Hehistoric period and 
relating to the Henge monument, or activity close to it; or evidence for Roman land 
use relating to the Roman Fort to the North-west of the site. 

4. Archaeological Implications 

The archaeological watching brief of the foundation trenches located a thick layer of 
medieval plough soil, a 19th to early 20th century garden soil, and modem hard-core, 
concrete, and tarmac within the two foundation trenches. These directly overlay 
glacial and early post-glacial clays, gravel's, and silty clay natural deposits. No 
evidence for the preservation of significant archaeological deposits in the form of 
archaeological features, structures or stratigraphy was located in either of the 
foundation trenches. There are no recommendations for further work. 
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