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Figure 1. Site Location. 
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1. Summary 

An archaeological watching brief was carried out on behalf of Armstrong Massey 
at their new Landrover Dealership, Bilborough Top, on the south side of the A64. 
This watching brief took place on 3(f^ and 3F' October 1997. No features or 
deposits of any archaeological significance were encountered. 

This report was prepared by Guy Hopkinson of On-Site Archaeology. 

2. Site Location and Archaeological Backgroimd 

The site is situated approximately 9 kilometres south-west of York, at Bilborough 
Top on the A64 west bound (NGR: SE 5348 4578). See Figure 1 for location. 

Although no archaeological features are recorded within the extents of the 
development area, the Une of the roman road ranning from York to Tadcaster 
passes the site approximately 5.00 metres to the south of the southem site 
boundary. 

3. Methodology 

The scope of the watching brief was fairly Umited in that On-Site Archaeology was 
caUed in to monitor the excavation of foundation trenches being excavated near the 
southem site boundary, i.e. in the vicinity of the Roman road. The area monitored 
is illustrated in Figure 3. Prior to the commencement ofthe watching brief, the 
made up ground (referred to by Keith Watmuff in section 4 of his letter to Ms 
Fiorato, 28* August 1997) had already been removed. In the southem part of the 
site a depth of approximately 0.60 metres had been excavated. A layer of hardcore 
had then been spread across the site, and it was through this hardcore that the 
foundation trenches were excavated. 

Excavation was canied out using a JCB equipped with a 0.90 metre wide toothed 
bucket, and the trenches were excavated to a depth of approximately 0.90 metres 
below the surface of the hardcore. A total Unear length of approximately 47 
metres of foundation trench was monitored. 

4. Results 

The hardcore layer was removed to reveal the surface to which the overburden had 
been stripped. This layer was a yeUowish-brown clay sih (depth 0.15-0.20m) 
which overlay a mid grey-brown clay silt. The lower extent of this material was 
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not reached. A short section through these deposits is Ulustrated in Figure 2, 
below. In none of the trenches were archaeological features encountered. 
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Figure 2. Section through deposits encountered in foundation trenches. 

5. Conclusions 

The groundworks monitored during the watching brief had no impact on any 
features of archaeological importance. However, as the ground level had already 
been reduced prior to archaeological supervision, it is likely that any features which 
might have been evident would have been removed during this phase of works. 
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Figure 3. Area monitored (highUghted in red) during watching brief 


