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1. Summary 

Client 
MUce Griffiths and Associates 
57 Langhohn Cresent, 
Darlington, 
County Durham, 
DL3 7SX 

Project Supervision 
Project Manager: Cohn Moloney BA MIFA FSA(Scot) 
Excavation Supervisor: Alan Hunter Blah" 

Objectives 
The objective ofthe evaluation was to estabUsh the extent, character, condition and date of any 
archaeological remains on the she prior to development. 

Results 
A total of five ttenches were excavated during the evaluation. Four of these were found to 
contam a diversity of archaeological features, and a Umited assemblage of varyuig finds, 
indicating that the site could have been in use from prehistoric tunes, through to the post-
medieval period. The most significant feature consisted of a roughly cobbled road/ttackway 
which ran from north-east to south-west across the enthe site. 



2. Introduction (Fig. 1) 

The site covered an area of 2.55ha of pasture located to the south of Boroughbridge and 
occupies land previously used as a caravan site by the Ponderosa Caravan Park. It is enclosed 
to the east by the A6055 and to the west by the A l . Matiu-e hedgerow forms its northem and 
southem boundaries. The site is presentiy being developed as housing. 

3. Method 

Initially a watching brief was conmiissioned between the 26th and the 28th of November 
1996. This consisted of the monitoring of ground disturbance of a house plot which was bemg 
excavated at the south-west comer of the site. Various anomalies were excavated but were 
found to be of geological origm. During Januaiy and February 1997 a fiirther stage of work 
was conunissioned involvmg trial trenching. InitiaUy two trial trenches were positioned in areas 
of the site imdergoing development. Trench 1 on house plot 44, Trench B along the course of 
uiformal accessway 3. After an on-site meeting, with the consultant archaeologist MUce 
Griffiths on the 10th of Fd)ruaiy, it was decided to increase the nimiber of trmches to five in 
order to estabUsh the extent of a particular Unear archaeological feature discovered in Trench 
B. The resiUting evaluation took place between 29/1/97 and 14/2/97 with up to four 
archaeologists present on site. 
The five trenches were machine excavated by a JCB3CX usmg a wide toothless ditching 
bucket imder archaeological supervision (Fig. I). Withm the trenches potential archaeological 
features were recorded photographically (black and white print and colour sUde film) and were 
drawn in plan and section at scales of 1:10, 1:20, or 1:50, as appropriate. In this report the 
context number for the cut of a feature has been indicated by the letter F, precedmg the 
number in the text, and a box around the number on the drawings. The location and extent of 
the trenches were recorded by instmment survey usmg a Geodimeter 600 Series Total Station 
TheodoUte. 

4. Results 

Trench 1 
Trench I, which was orientated east to west, measured 10m x 7m and revealed two probably 
natural features. The first, FOOl, comprised an uregular Unear feature 3.4m long by 0.75m 
wide and 0.19m deep, aligned on a north-east to south-west axis. A segment was excavated 
through this feature at its north-east end. The fill, 002, a firm sandy sUty clay, contained no 
obvious mclusions and no datable material was recovered during excavation. The second 
feature, F003, was Unear m plan and measured 4m in length from where it butt-ended in the 
south-west comer of the trench to where it left the trench under the northem bauUc. It 
measured 1.25m wide and 0.32m at rts deepest point. Two segments were excavated through 
this feature and two very degraded pottery sherds were recovered from within its fiU, 004, a 
firm sandy sih. These consisted of a Roman greyware chip and a possible sherd of 
Rheinzabem samian (Evans 1997). Given the smaU overaU area of the trench and the rather 
vestigial condition of these two features it was unclear whether they were of anthropogenic or 
natural origin. The most likely interpretation is that they are the result of animal activity. 



Trench A (Fig.3) 
Trench A measured llm x 2m and was orientated north-south. It contamed two archaeological 
features whidi were initiaUy interpreted as geolô cal anonudies but identified m section as 
archaeologically significant. The first, 110, was situated at the northem eoA ofthe trench, and 
comprised of a spread of gravel and small cobbles <lS0mm m diameter, bound by a firm grey 
sandy clay. This deposit traversed the vridth of the trench on an east to west aUgnment and 
continued beneath the baulks to the north, east and west and was foimd to have been laid on 
top of a sandy-clay natural. It measured 5.6m wide and had a maximum depth of 0.20m. A 
Unear feature, ditch 104, which measured 0.9m wide and 0.38m deep, was recorded 3m south 
of the cobble deposit to which it was paraUel. These may prove to be contemporary although 
no datable material was recovered from either of these features during excavafion and their 
relationslup therefore remains inconclusive at this pouit. 

rre/ic/i.8(Fig.2) 
Trench B measured SOm x 5m and was orientated north to south. Within this trench a number 
of archaeological features were recorded. The most significant was the continuation of the 
Unear cobble/gravel spread IIO already observed m Trench A, although in Trench B \X was 
possible to estabUsh the fiiU extent and character of this feature (204). Here it measured 8.4m 
wide, traversed the width of the french on roughly an east to west aUgimient, and contuiued 
under the baulks. A hand-dug section was excavated through this feature against the westera 
baulk which deterauned the depth as a maximum of 0.26m. The cobbles were bonded by and 
laid on top of a very firm grey silty clay. A very gentie camber was seen in the profile of this 
deposit, probably caused by a number of larger cobbles < 300mm in diameter, concentrated 
towards the centre. Towards the northem edge of this deposit, graded gravel/pebbles and pea 
gravel overiay smaller cobbles and formed a metaUed surface. Finds consisted of two metaJ 
(probably bronze) objects, and a quantity of undiagnostic tile/brick fragments. 
Two ditches were recorded mnning parallel either side of the cobbled surface. The first ditch 
(F206) ran paraUel at a distance of 1.5m to the north of the cobbles and measured Im wide and 
0.55m deep. It contained a single fiU of brown/grey sandy clay with occasional flecks of 
charcoal and infrequent flecks of very degraded pot/tUe..The second ditch (F200) lay at a 
distance of 1.5m to the south of the cobbles and measured 0.6m wide and 0.18m deep. This 
contamed a smgle fiU of a brown sandy clay with shnilar uiclusions to that of the fiU of ditch 
F260. 
A fiirther two ditches were recorded in Trench B. The first, ditch F219, diagonally traversed 
the length of the trench, conunencing approximately 8m south of the cobbled sur&ce, and 
leaving the trench through its south-east comer. Three box-sections were excavated through 
this feature v^ch measured 32m in length by 1.1m Avide and 0.5m deep. No datable material 
was recovered from the fill which consisted of a firm pale yeUow clay with patchy blue/grey 
mottling throughout. Ditch F219 appeared to have been re-cut by a shallowo- narrower ditch 
(F202), which contamed a smgle fill of grey silty clay. It measured 36m in length by 0.7m vwde 
and 0.35m deep but gradually reduced m size to 0.25m wide and 0. Im deep at its northem end. 
Here it mtersected with ditch F200 close to the west baulk. A segment was excavated at this 
intersection which suggested that ditch F200 cut, and is therefore more recent than, ditch 
F202. 
The last feature of possible archaeological significance comprised of a small post-hole (F224) 
which measured 0.2m in diameter and was 0.1m deep. This was filled by a loose, coarse sandy 
clay with no conspicuous inclusions. Given that this post-hole was an isolated feature within a 
sizable area of excavation it is possible that it may have been of a more transient nature than 



the other filatures, possibly assodated with more recait use ofthe site as a caravan park. 
Sbc fi-agments of unstratified pottery were recovered from Trench B. These comprised four 
undiagnostic medieval sherds and two Roman sandy greyware bodysherds (Evans 1997). 

Trench C 
Trench C was aUgned north to soudi and measured 23m x 2m. Five features were recorded 
witlun this french. The most substantial related to the cobbled surface unearthed m Trench A 
(110) and Trendi B (204) and is probably a continuation of this feature extending to the west. 
In this trench it was represented by two cobble/gravd surfaces. The first, 302, origmated at the 
mid-pomt of the length of the trench and continued under the bauUcs to the east and west. It 
measured 4.5m wide. The second, 306, was situated 5m to the north of302, and measured 
2.2m wide. Again this continued under the baulks to the east and west. These two surfaces 
survived wdl in parts, with areas of metaUing stUl viable on both. Two paralld linear 
depressions (307/308), with uregular U-shaped profiles, set ̂ art by a distance of 1.4in, were 
observed traversing cobble surface 306 from east to west. They measured p̂roximately 
0.15m-0.2m wide and were 0.1m deep. A smgle depression of suiular dimoiaons was recorded 
traversmg the cobbles to the south (311). A ditch (F309) situated 0.8m north ô  and running 
paraUd to, the northera edge of cobble surface 302 was excavated to a depth of 0.4m. This 
measured Im wide and contained a single fiU of brown loamy sand devoid of mclusions. A 
second linear feature (301) was recorded mnning paraUel to, and 3m south of, cobble surface 
302. This was clearly visible m plan and had a box-section excavated across it. It was 
hnpossible to discera any visible sign of a cut for this feature, mitially perceived as a ditch, in 
the section. The final feature, possibly of archaeological origin, was located in the south-east 
coraer of the trench and was found to be in a rather vestigid condition. A shaUow, loose sandy 
loam fill with infrequent flecks of tile and charcod lay m a north-south cut (F312) which was 
0.5m wide and less than 0.1m deep. This was recorded over a distance of 2.5m. 

TrenchD 
Trench D was aUgned north to south and measured 37m x 2m. It contdned two archaeologicd 
features and a further two features of rather dubious origm. The first archaeologicd feature 
was located at the north end of the trench and comprised of a shaUow ditch (F406). This 
measured Im wide and 0.4m deep and contained two fiUs. The primary fill (410) was 0.03-
0.05m deep and consisted of a firm grey/brown sUty clay with no mclusions. The secondary fiU 
(407) consisted of a grey clay with hon stdnmg throughout. Two diagnostic sherds of pottery 
were recovered from this fill and these have been identified as having derived from a Nene 
Vdley colour-coated ware bowl with a triangular sectioned rim. This dates to the later 3rd to 
early 4th centuiy and is an unusuaUy early example of this bowl type in the north (Evans 1997). 
The second feature was found 1.3m south of ditch F406. A sub-rectangular cut (F408), aUgned 
north to south, measured 2.7m long and 0.4m wide and was excavated to a depth of 0.32m. It 
contained a single fill of ĝ eŷ rown silty clay with occasiond inclusions of very smdl 
degraded orange pot/tile fragments, and occasiond flecks of charcod. A worked flint flake of 
possible Bronze Age date was recovered from this fill near the base of the feature. 
A smaU isolated post-hole (F404) was recorded towards the southem end of the trench and 
measured c/>ca 0.3m in diameter. It was excavated to a depth of 0. Im. 
The two remdning features were located towards the southem end of the trench and consisted 
of two irtegular gravely deposits (400 and 402) contdned within a brown sandy loam which 
traversed the trench and continued under the east and west baulks. Deposit 400 measured 
5.4m wide and 0.7m deep. Deposrt 402 measured 3.8m wide and 0.6m deep. Neither 



produced any finds. 

5. Conclusions 

A variety of features were recorded in dl five evduation trenches. Interpretations can be given 
to some of these with a degree of confidence. However, many of the features recorded faUed 
to yield sufficient evidence to enable assignation of function or period. 
The slot-trench (406) m Trench D may be a vestigid renmant of a late prehistoric building, 
dthough the evidence here is slight and this is a necessarily tentative interpretation. The ditch 
located immediately to its north (408) may prove to be contemporary, and rdate to prehistoric 
activity on the site. A more wide scde investigation would be required to fuUy understand the 
nature of these features. 
The cobbled surface, renmants of a possible road or trackway, with possible associated linear 
cut features evident in three of the evduation trenches, may originaUy date to the Roman 
period. In form and size it would not be dissimUar to some of the lesser Roman roads dthough 
m constmction qudity it certamly would not compete with the major Roman roads. It does 
appear to head towards the Roman town of Aldborough dthough this is not evidence of 
contemporaneity. The stmcture would appear to be long Uved with substantid repair evident 
in Trench B. Unfortunately no dateable finds were retrieved from stratified deposits and both 
medievd and Roman pottery was recovered from the overlying topsoil deposits. It is possible 
however that the road/trackway was in use through both periods. If the trackway was in 
existence in the medievd period a map regression study may elucidate the matter fiirther and 
dlow the feature to be tracked over the wider landscape context. 
The features for which neither fimction nor period were estabUshed include the linear cut 
features in Trench 1, the north-south linear cut features in Trenches B and C, the two gravel 
deposits in Trench D and the isolated post-holes in Trenches B and D. 
In general the excavated features recorded across the site suggest various periods of activity or 
settlement dating from the prehistoric period through to possibly the post-medieval period. 
Further excavation may permit phasing and clearer interpretation of these features. 
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Appendix 

3 Contents of Primary Archive 

1 1 Lever arch file contdning: 
5 Context register sheets 
56 Context cards 
3 Drawmg register sheets 
1 SmaU find register sheet 

1 I Environmentd register sheet 

I Green file contdnmg: 

1 14 Drawmgs 

6 Large drawings on permafrace 

1 4 Colour sUde fihns (WYAS ref4200,4202,4203,4199) 
4 Monochrome print films 

1 Finds: 
Provenance Description Quantity • 204 Trench B Brick/Tile sherds 11 
211 Trench B Brick/Tile sherds 2 
205 Trench B Brick/TUe sherds 3 

i U/S Trench B Pot sherds (diagnostic) 4 
U/S Trench B Roofing tile 1 
U/S Trench B Tooth fragments 1 

n U/S Trench B Tooth fragments I 
U/S Trench B Worked flint flake 1 
U/S Trench B FE. Slag 1 
U/S Trench B Brick/TUe sherds 11 
407 Trench D Worked stone 1 

• 407 Trench D TUe fragment 1 
407 Trench D Pot sherds (diagnostic) 3 
U/S Trench D FE. Button 1 
U/S Trench D Flint flake 1 

I 7 
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Appendix 2 Contents of the excavation archive 

YOO INDEX TO FIELD FILE Site: PCP98 

CODE 
. DESCRIPTION 

TriHicpQ 

RECORD FORMAT 

YOI Index of notebooks 
Y02 Index of contexts x A4 
YOS Index of features X A4 
Y04 Index of structures 
Y05 Index of drawings x A4 / A l 
Y06 .0 Index of photographs x A4 

.1 Index of film processing 
Y07 .0 Index of finds 

.1 Index of finds by context x A4 

.2 Index of finds by grid square 

.3 Sample Register X A4 

.4 Artefact Register 

.5 Finds Storage Register 
YOS Index of geophysical data files 
Y09 .0 Index of survey stations X A4 

.1 Index of co-ordinate files 

.2 Index of topographic files 
YOlO Index of interventions X A4 
Y l Notebooks X A4 

Contexts 
Y2 .0 Context Record 38 A4 

.1 Skeleton Record 

.2 Coffin Record 

.3 Masonry Record 

.4 Timber Record 
Features 

Y3 .0 Feature Record 23 A4 
.1 Auger Record 

Y4 Structure Record 
Site drawing 

Y5 .0 Legend 
.1 Plans 25 A4 / A l 
.2 Maps 
.3 Sections 15 A4 / A l 

Photographs 
Y6 .0 Black and white negatives 

.1 Colour negatives 

.2 Colour slides 42 35mm 

.3 Colour enprints 

.4 Black and white prints 42 35mm 

Finds 
Y7 .0 Finds Location Record 

.1 Artefact Record 
YS Record of geophysical data files 

T H E UNIVERSITY^^^Tfe . 
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Appendix 3 List of finds 

Int. Feat Cont Material Identify No. Description Date 

(aU) 1002 Ceramic Tile/Brick 11 Undignostic frags Unid. 
Ceramic Pot 1 Glazed Post-Med 
Ceramic Clay pipe 8 Post-Med 
Ceramic Pot 15 Post-Med 
Ceramic Pot 4 Green glazed Late-Med 
Metal Slag 1 Unid. 
Metal(ae) Buckle 1 ? Post-Med 

6 6 1010 Flint Knife 1 Broken Plano-convex Late Neolithic 
Ceramic Pot 1 Post-Med 

8 21 1035 Ceramic Brick 4 Undiagnostic frags Unid. 
Ceramic Pot 5 Grey wares 2nd-4thC 
Ceramic Pot 1 Mortarium 2nd-4thC 
Ceramic Pot 1 Unid. 
Metal(fe) Nail 2 ? Ro 

9 13 1016 Ceramic Pot 2 Glazed Post-Med 

10 12 1030 Ceramic Pot 1 Med 

10 20 1034 Ceramic Brick 1 Undiagnostic frags Unid. 

THE U N I V E R S I T Y 


