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1. Summary 
The project 

1.1 This interim statement presents the preliminary results of trial trenching 
conducted in advance of a proposed development at Mame Barracks, 
Catterick. An Establishment Development Plan prepared by GVA Grimley 
recommended a programme of non-intrusive and intrusive archaeological 
investigations. Both the 'Phase 1: Assessment' (ASUD 2001a) and 'Phase 2: 
Geophysical Evaluation' (ASUD 2001b) have been completed. 

1.2 The Phase 1 works resulted in the production of objectives and research 
questions which were stated in the Phase 3 Project Design (ASUD 2001c). The 
Project Design also outlined a trial trenching scheme targeted to investigate 
various aspects of the archaeological resource on the airfield. 

1.3 The works were commissioned by GVA Grimley on behalf of the Ministry of 
Defence, and conducted by Archaeological Services University of Durham in 
accordance with the Project Design. 

Results 
1.4 26 trial trenches were excavated across the airfield, targeted on anomalies of 

potential archaeological interest, highlighted by the geophysical survey 
previously undertaken. 

1.5 A series of archaeological features were identified in several of the trenches. 
These included a large ring-ditch associated with a stone circular wall, larger 
in size than a nonnal domestic building. A small finds assemblage was 
recovered, which point to activity during the later Prehistoric and Romano-
British periods. A concentration of this activity appears to be focused upon the 
central area of the southem airfield. 

1.6 The post-excavation assessment programme is now in progress. 
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2. Project background 
Location 

2.1 The site is located at Mame Barracks, Catterick, North Yorkshire. The airfield 
is currently used for military training and by a gUder squadron at weekends. 

Dates 
2.2 Fieldwork was undertaken between 3'̂ '̂  September and 12* October 2001. 

This interim report was prepared between 13* and 23'** October 2001. 

Personnel 
2.3 Fieldwork was conducted by Jamie Armstrong, Oliver Cooper, David Graham, 

Jane Gosling, Andy Platell and Daniel Still (Site Works Manger). This report 
was prepared by Daniel Still. The Project Manager was Duncan Hale. 

Objectives 
2.4 The scheme of works aimed to assess the nature and extent of the 

archaeological resource, with regard to the proposed development of the area. 
Detailed objectives and several research questions were proposed within the 
Project Design (ASUD 2001c). 

Specification summaiy 
2.6 The works consisted of trial trenches, located to sample anomalies of potential 

archaeological significance which were identified during the geophysical 
siuvey of the airfield. 

Archive 
2.7 The proj ect/site code is MBCO1, for Mame Barracks Catterick 2001. 

Acknowledgements 
2.8 Archaeological Services is gratefiil to GVA Grimley and the Ministry of 

Defence for facihtating this work, in particular Lt Col Nick Cheesman, Major 
Bond and Geoff Prince. 

3. The trial trenching 
Introduction 

3.1 A total of 26 trenches were excavated on the airfield, targeted according to 
anomaUes highlighted during the Phase 1 geophysical siuvey. The turf was cut 
with a mechanical turf cutter and hand lifted. Prior to excavation, a CAT scan 
was used to locate cables and a metal detector employed to locate any 
ordnance. Topsoil and overbidden was excavated by a JCB, under close 
archaeological supervision. All archaeological features were excavated by 
hand and recorded. The trenches were backfilled and compacted before the 
replacement of turfs. 

Trenches located to the north of the runway 
3.2 Seven trenches were excavated to the north of the runway. 

Archaeological Services, University of Durham 
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Trench Nl 
3.3 This trench was located to sample possible stmctural remains. The subsoil was 

encoimtered c.0.3m below the surface. Cut into the subsoil were six modem 
linear features 5m apart, which contained industrial waste, including brick, 
tarmac and slag. The features were on an approximate north-south aUgnment 
and corresponded to the closely spaced linear features identified during the 
geophysical survey. 

Trench N2 
3.4 This trench was positioned across two ditch anomalies. The sub-soil was 

encountered c.0.2m below the surface. One shallow linear feature was 
identified, possibly a field boundary with an associated slight bank. 

Trench N3 
3.5 The area where this trench was located had been deliberately raised during the 

leveling of the airfield, and the excavation aimed to identify the nature of re
deposited material and the survival of any archaeology buried beneath. Re
deposited material was identified over the sub-soil to a depth of O.Sm, and no 
archaeological features were identified. 

Trench N4 
3.6 This trench was placed across a curvilinear ditch/enclosure feature. In the 

northem part of the trench a linear ditch (possibly a foundation cut) was 
identified, filled with a high percentage of mortar and contaimng post-
medieval pottery. The sub-soil was encountered 0.42m below the surface and 
no other archaeological features were identified. 

Trench NS 
3.7 This trench was located across a possible double ditched-trackway. The same 

feature identified in trench N4 also traversed this trench. One gully and two 
ditches were identified traversing the trench on an approximate north-south 
alignment. These features were shallow, and no associated finds were 
recovered. 

Trench N6 
3.8 This trench was placed across ridge and fixrrow, identified in the north-eastem 

part of the airfield. Some evidence for the ridge and fiirrow was recorded. 
Below an accumulation of up to 0.7m of soil were two ditches, several 
postholes and some buried soil layers. 

Trench N7 
3.9 This trench was also placed to record the ridge and fiirrow and explore the 

preservation of archaeological deposits beneath. No evidence of ridge and 
furrow was identified within the trench. The only features identified were a 
modem field drain and an impression from a modem metal spike. 

Trenches located to the south of the runway 
3.10 Nineteen frenches were excavated to the south of the runway. 
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Trench SI 
3.11 This trench was placed to record ridge and fiirrow and identify any features 

beneath. Three fiirrows were recorded c.6m apart, on an approximate east-west 
aUgnment, surviving to a depth of 0.25m. No other archaeological features 
were identified. No finds were recovered. 

Trench S2 
3.12 This french was located to sample a pair of double-ditches, possibly a 

droveway. Two ditches were identified, with a gravel trackway between 
measuring c.5.2m in width. AU were aligned in the same direction. A later 
posthole had been cut through the frackway. The southem ditch survived to a 
depth of 0.7m, the northem ditch to a depth of 0.5m. No finds were recovered. 

Trench S3 
3.13 This french was located to investigate a ditch feature identified during the 

geophysical survey. A shallow ditch was identified in the cenfre of the french 
which had cut the natural to a depth of 0.22m. 

Trench S4 
3.14 This trench was located to investigate a ditch feature identified during the 

geophysical survey. A ditch was identified below several soil layers up to 
c.0.75m in depth. The ditch was 2.86m wide but only 0.28m deep. The 
shallow nature of the ditch compared to its width may indicate that substantial 
truncation of deposits has occurred in this area. 

Trench S5 
3.15 This french was located over possible stmctural remains. No evidence of 

stmctural remains were identified. Four ditch sections were excavated. Two 
were on an east-west alignment, and two north-south. Several linear 
arrangements of 6-inch nails were noted during excavation traversing the 
trench on a rough east-west alignment, which may have caused the 
geophysical anomalies. 

Trench S6 
3.16 This french was located over a possible double-ditch frackway and enclosure. 

One ditch and one pit/butt end of a ditch were identified in the trench. The 
sub-soil was 0.25m below the surface. 

Trench S7 
3.17 This french was located across a possible double-ditch trackway and 

enclosure. One ditch was recorded, 2m wide and 0.2m deep. An earlier buried 
land surface was identified. 

Trench S8 
3.18 This trench was located over a ditch/enclosure feature. No archaeological 

features were identified. The subsoil was 0.1-0.15m below the ground surface. 
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Trench S9 
3.19 This trench was placed across several possible ring-ditches. Three gullies, 

three pits and three postholes were identified in the french. Two of the pits 
contained animal bone and Roman-British pottery. The largest pit also 
contained fragments of a rotary quem stone, and other masomy. The masonry 
included a small sandstone block squared off on three sides, a large block 
roughly worked on two sides and large pieces of decayed stone. The features 
and finds from this trench suggest the location of domestic buildings in the 
near vicinity during the Romano-British period. 

Trench SIO 
3.20 This french was positioned to sample a ditch/enclosure feature and its 

associated interior. Six ditches were identified, traversing the trench on a 
north-south alignment, some containing pottery/bone and some inter-cutting 
each other. A palisade trench aligned north-east / south-west was excavated at 
the westem end of the trench, with several stakeholes cut into the base of the 
feature. Pottery recovered from this feature is of probable fron Age date. 

Trench Sll 
3.21 This large lOm^ trench was located in an area of a dipolar anomaly cluster. 

Dipolar anomalies in geophysical survey are suggestive of metallic objects 
within the ground. However, upon excavation of the french only one small 
ferrous fragment was recovered. It may be that ferrous litter in the topsoil 
rather than discreet finds of archaeological interest accounts for the response 
in the geophysical data. A shallow flat-bottomed ditch was identified in the 
westem part of the trench. 

Trench Sll 
3.22 This french was positioned to sample a ring-ditch. Two parts of the 

cfrcumference of the ring-ditch were identified. The ditch itself was up to 3m 
in width and 1. Im in depth. The fill of the ditch mostly consisted of sub
rounded stones, forming a substantial wall surviving to just below the surface 
of the grass. Some of the stone was exceptionally large with one block 
measuring 0.5m in diameter. Later prehistoric pottery, probably Iron Age, was 
recovered from the fill of the ditch. Within the area enclosed by the ring-ditch 
the soil was markedly different from without and may represent dumping of 
material or a habitation surface. A pit had been dug into this layer. To the east 
of the ring-ditch two ditches and two gulUes were excavated, fraversing the 
french on a north-west / south-east alignment. The substantial nature and size 
of the ring-ditch may indicate that it formed part of a non-domestic structure. 

Trench S13 
3.23 This french was located to sample a possible ring-ditch. No ditches were 

identified during the excavation of this trench. A large number of 
stakeholes/postholes were recorded, some forming linear alignments which 
may have been fence lines. Some animal burrows were also noted. There were 
no finds from tiie feattues in tiiis trench. 
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Trench S14 
3.24 This french was placed over a pit feature. However, no pit was identified 

during the excavation. The butt-end of a ditch was excavated, ttaversing the 
ttench on an approximate east-west alignment. 

Trench SIS 
3.25 This ttench was placed across a double-ditched ttackway. One ditch was 

identified to the westem part ofthe ttench. An abmpt change in the sub-soil 
was noted to the middle of the ttench, changing from gravel on the eastem half 
to silty sands on the westem half 

Trench SI 6 
3.26 This ttench was placed in an area of ridge and fiirrow. No archaeological 

features were identified in this ttench. 

Trench S17 
3.27 This ttench was placed in an area of possible ridge and fiurow. No evidence of 

ridge and fiirrow was identified and no archaeological features were 
uncovered. 

Trench S18 
3.28 This ttench was placed within an area of unknown potential. Below the topsoil 

were several layers of soil infill/makeup, to a depth of 0.95m below the 
surface. Into the lowest layer a ditch had been cut on an east-west alignment, 
with a depth in excess of 0.25m. There were finds of pot/slag and bone from 
the fill of the ditch and from several of the layers. 

Trench S19 
3.29 This ttench was located within an area of re-deposited material. Below the 

topsoil was 0.5m of re-deposited gritty silt. Below this the natural sub-soil was 
identified. No features of archaeological significance were identified during 
the excavation. 

4. Sources 
Archaeological Services University of Durham 2001a Archaeological 

Investigations at Mame Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North 
Yorkshire. Phase 1: Assessment report. ASUD Report 703. 

Archaeological Services University of Durham 2001b Archaeological 
Investigations at Marne Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North 
Yorkshire. Phase 2: Geophysical evaluation. ASUD Report 801. 

Archaeological Services University of Durham 2001c Archaeological 
Investigations at Mame Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North 
Yorkshire. Phase 3: Evaluation - Project Design. ASUD DHOl.l 14. 

GVA Grimley 2000 Establishment Development Plan for Mame Barracks, 
Catterick Garrison. Report for Defence Estates. 

Archaeological Services, University of Durham 


