
9 Cultural Heritage 

91 Introduction 
9 1 1 The chapter presents the findings of the assessment for Cultural Heritage 

and has been prepared in accordance with guidance provided by the Design 
Manual for Roads and Bndges (DMRB), Volume 11, Section 3 Part 2 (HA 
208/07) It considers Cultural Heritage under the sub-topics of 
Archaeological Remains', Histonc Buildings' and Histonc Landscape 

9 2 Approach and Methods 

(a) Sources of Information and Study Area 
9 2 2 The cultural hentage baseline was established pnmanly through a cultural 

heritage desk-based survey (see Appendix 9 1, Jacobs 2009a) Based on the 
guidance provided by DMRB, the study area for baseline data gathering was 
defined as the footpnnt of the scheme and an area 200m to either side of it 

9 2 3 In addition to the results of the assessment and surveys undertaken in 
support of the previous ES (Golder Associates 2006), the desk-based survey 
has incorporated the results of a staged programme of archaeological 
evaluation undertaken for the present scheme which compnsed 

• archaeological earthwork survey, 

• geophysical (magnetometer) survey, 

• geoarchaeological survey and 

• tnal trenching 

9 2 4 The earthwork survey was undertaken by Jacobs (2009b) while the other 
elements of the evaluation was undertaken by Archaeological Services 
Durham University (ASDU 2009), reports on the results of the earthwork 
survey and the evaluation is presented in Appendix 9 1 

9 2 5 In order to ensure that potential impacts on the settings of assets outside this 
study area were identified, data on statutonly designated sites (Scheduled 
Monuments, Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) was gathered for a 
wider area These sites were then inspected on the ground Where no 
impacts were identified, such sites were exclud 
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(b) Assessment of Impacts 
9 2 6 All impacts were assessed based on the guidance provided by Annexes 5, 6 

and 7 of DMRB The full methodology for the assessment of the value of 
assets, magnitude of impact and significance of impact on cultural hentage 
assets IS set out in Appendix 9 2 

9 2 7 The significance of any impact has been assumed to be a function of the 
value of the individual asset and the magnitude of the impact and was 
assessed using the following matnx 

Table 9 1 - Matrix for the Assessment of the significance of impacts on 
Cultural Heritage Assets 

Value / 
Sensitivity 

No 
Change 

Negligible Minor Moderate Major 

Very High Neutral Slight Moderate 
or Large 

Large or 
Very Large 

Very Large 

High Neutral Slight Slight or 
Moderate 

Moderate 
or Large 

Large or 
Very Large 

Medium Neutral Neutral or 
Slight 

Slight Slight or 
Moderate 

Moderate 
or Large 

Low Neutral Neutral or 
Slight 

Neutral or 
Slight 

Slight Slight or 
Moderate 

Negligible Neutral Neutral Neutral or 
Slight 

Neutral or 
Slight 

Slight 

9 2 8 Impacts can be beneficial or adverse Please note that all impacts are 
adverse unless explicitly stated 

9 2 9 Potential impacts have been assessed at two stages 

• Construction impacts - Predicted to result from the construction of the 
scheme Such impacts can continue into operation, and 

• Operation impacts - Predicted to result from the operation of the scheme 

(c) Qualitative Consultation 
9 2 10 Qualitative consultation was earned out with the following organisations and 

individuals 

• Keith Emenck (Inspector of Ancient Monuments), Alison Fisher (Histonc 
Areas Advisor), Andy Hammon (Regional Science Advisor) and Pete Wilson 
(Head of Research Policy for Roman Archaeology), English Hentage, 
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• Gail Faikingham, Histonc Environment Team Leader, Hentage and 
Environment Section, North Yorkshire County Council, 

• Clare-Louise Booth, Planning Policy and Conservation Officer, Hambleton 
Distnct Council 

9 2 11 In their response to the request for pre-application advice on the scheme, 
Alison Fisher, Histonc Areas Advisor for English Heritage stated that Bedale 
was one of the County s most pleasing Market Towns , highlighted the focus 
of the designated area on the histonc buildings around the church, and the 
importance of the church as a landmark in views of the town on the approach 
from the north 

9 2 12 The consultation response stated that English Hentage did not have any 
particular concerns over the majority of the route They did however highlight 
concerns over potential adverse impacts on the Conservation Area resulting 
from the proposed roundabout and associated signage, potential impacts on 
views into and out of the designated area, and the potential for impacts upon 
Listed Buildings to the north of the Conservation Area These were taken into 
consideration during the assessment process 

9 2 13 The nature, scope and scale of the archaeological evaluation was agreed 
with the NYCC Histonc Environment Team and the English Hentage 
Regional Science Advisor Consultation with regard to the Romano-Bntish 
enclosure (Site 58) and Roman villa (Site 122) was undertaken with English 
Heritages Regional Science Advisor, Inspector of Ancient Monuments, 
Yorkshire and the Humber Region and their Head of Research Policy 
(Roman Archaeology) 

9 3 Regulatory / Policy Framework 

(d) National Policy and Guidance 
9 3 2 Scheduled Monuments (SMs) are by definition of National Importance and 

are protected by law under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 
Areas Act 1979 

9 3 3 Guidance on archaeological issues in the planning system is set out in 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 Archaeology and Planning (PPG16), 
which states that the preferred option for mitigating impacts on 
archaeological sites is preservation in situ or, where this is not feasible, 
preservation by record' PPG 16 also emphasises the importance of the 
setting of historic sites 

9 3 4 Listed Buildings are protected under the Town and Country Planning Act 
1971, as amended by the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
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Areas) Act 1990 Conservation Areas are designated under the Planning 
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 Planning Policy 
Guidance Note 15 Planning and the Histonc Environment (PPG 15), as 
amended by DCMS circular PP992 provides a full statement of Government 
policy for the identification and protection of histonc buildings, conservation 
areas and other elements of the histonc environment 

9 3 5 Planning Policy Statement 15 Planning for the Histonc Environment was 
released as a consultation document in summer 2009, and is intended to 
replace PPG15 and PPG16 The document sets out to apply the pnnciples 
of sustainable development to proposals involving the histonc environment, 
and to conserve and, where appropnate, enhance England s heritage assets 
in a manner appropnate to their significance 

(e) Regional and Local Policy 
9 3 6 A range of regional and local planning policies provide guidance and control 

over development affecting archaeology, histonc buildings and the histonc 
landscape 

9 3 7 Policy ENV 9 of Regional Spatial Strategy for Yorkshire and the Humber 
(May 2008) defines the commitment of the region to safeguard the histonc 
environment, and for planning decisions to be informed by histonc context 

93 8 Core Policy 16 of the Development Plan Document (February 2008) for 
Hambleton states that Devetopment or other initiatives wilt be supported 
where they preserve antd enhance the District's natural and manmade 
assets' Supporting policies relevant to the management of cultural hentage 
are 

• Policy DP10 - Form and Character of Settlements, 

• Policy DP28 - Conservation, and 

• Policy DP29 - Archaeology 

9 3 9 Further details of these policies are provided in Appendix 9 1 

9 4 Archaeological Remains 

(f) Baseline Conditions 
9 4 2 A total of 54 archaeological sites were identified within the study area The 

location of these are shown on Figures 9 1 - 9 3 A summary of the baseline 
data IS provided below Please note that all sites identified within the study 
area are not discussed below These are however considered in the Cultural 
Hentage Desk-Based Survey and Gazetteer (Appendix 9 1) 
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9 4 3 There is limited evidence for prehistonc (7000 BC - AD 43) activity within the 
study area An anomaly interpreted as a possible Iron Age square barrow 
was identified dunng a geophysical survey undertaken in 2005, south-east of 
what has since been identified as a Romano-British enclosure (Site 58, see 
below) and fieldnames such as Standing Stone or Hunger Barrows (Site 
63) may indicate the presence of prehistonc sites 

9 4 4 Sites dating to the Roman and Romano-Bntish Penods (AD 43 - 410) within 
the study area are also rare Leases Road is believed to follow the route of a 
Roman Road known as Dere Street (Site 94) which linked York with the Firth 
of Forth A skeleton and pieces of armour were recovered dunng levelling 
works in Leeming Lane (now Leases Road) in 1834 and this has been 
attnbuted to the Roman penod Other sites dating to this penod are an 
enclosure (Site 58, see below), a villa (Site 122) and associated field 
system, and a trackway (Site 123) 

9 4 5 It IS possible that Bedale had its origins in the Early Medieval Penod (AD 410 
- 1066) penod While recent archaeological work failed to find any structural 
evidence to support an early ongin for St Gregorys Church (Site 31), the 
presence of a round cross-shaft with plait and rope motifs found in the crypt, 
a hog-back tomb cover with plait and interlace design, and a carving of the 
Virgin dating to the 9th century may support an early date 

946 The name Bedale has its ongin in a personal name, meaning Beda snook 
of land , while Aiskew derives from Echesol, the Old Norse for Oak Wood 
The villages of Bedale and Aiskew were both in existence by the late 11th 
century and are named in the Domesday Book, Bedale has been a market 
town since 1251 Leeming appears to have slightly later ongins, and is first 
recorded in 1285 as Lyming 

9 47 It has been claimed that there was onginally a medieval (AD 1066 - 1540) 
castle within Bedale, supposedly constructed by Bnan Fitz-Alan, Earl of 
Arundel, around 1301 Foundations of a substantial stone building that were 
uncovered in the garden of Bedale Hall have been attnbuted to this castle but 
there appears to be no firm evidence for the existence of such a structure An 
alternative suggestion is that this was the site of a medieval hunting lodge 
perhaps connected with a deer park to the northwest which is known to have 
existed in 1251 It has also been suggested that the earthworks adjacent to 
Aiskew Grange may represent the site of another castle called Benton 
Castle 

9 4 8 Previous research has shown that, in the medieval penod, both Bedale and 
Aiskew were surrounded by several open arable fields, as well as woodland, 
waste and marsh, and there were repeated attempts to reclaim unproductive 
land, Aiskew had three medieval open fields, named as Benton Field North 
Field and Sand Field, which covered about 514 acres in all There is 
extensive evidence for medieval agnculture throughout the study area in the 
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form of ridge and furrow which survives both as extant earthworks and sub
surface remains 

9 4 9 The archaeology of the study area is charactensed by sites dating to Post 
Medieval (AD 1540 - 1901) and Modern penods (AD 1901 - present) and 
are mainly related to agnculture (including the remains of former field 
boundanes, field systems, farmsteads and barns) or extractive industries 
such as quarrys and sand pits These also include fieldnames from early 
maps indicating agncultural use or agn-industnal sites 

9 4 10 Other sites include a group of allotments situated immediately east of the 
railway line and north of Aiskew Grange Farm (Site 56), and the Northallerton 
to Leyburn Railway (later known as the Wensleydale Railway, Sites 43 and 
110) 

(g) Value (Sensitivity) of Resource 
9 4 11 While the value of all sites within the study area has been assessed and is 

presented in Appendix 9 1, only those sites on which an impact is predicted 
are discussed below 

9 4 12 A Roman villa (Site 122) was identified by the geophysical survey and 
confirmed by tnal trenching (see Appendix 9 1) The results of the 
geophysical survey indicates that the villa forms part of a part of a wider 
complex consisting of stone building remains, rectilinear ditched enclosures, 
and double-ditched trackways Part of this complex was onginally identified 
dunng the gradiometer survey earned out in 2005 and further surveys 
undertaken to inform this study suggest an extent of c7ha Evaluation of the 
portion of this site within the scheme footpnnt by tnal excavation, revealed 
the robbed out foundations of a stone building and a number of linear 
ditches These features were dated to the Roman penod on the basis of 
finds of pottery, painted plaster, roof and hypocaust tile Based on the type 
of features and finds observed, this site was interpreted as a Roman villa 
Consultations with English Heritage's Head of Research Policy on Roman 
Archaeology established that the apparent good state of preservation at this 
site offered an important opportunity to recover data to help further 
understanding of the rural landscape of North Yorkshire dunng the Roman 
penod (Dr Pete Wilson pers comm ) Although not regarded as being of 
sufficient quality to warrant designation as a Scheduled Monument, the value 
of this site has been assessed as High 

9 4 13 A ditched enclosure (Site 58), had previously been identified through aenal 
photographic interpretation and geophysical surveys (Site 55) undertaken in 
2005 for an earlier alignment of this scheme These showed an enclosure 
measunng c 50m by 50m defined by at least a partial double ditch and with 
what appeared to be antennae ditches to the south-east The results of the 

A684 Bedale - Aiskew - Leeming Bar Bypass 9-6 
Draft Cultural Heritage Chapter 



tnal trenching indicate a Romano-British date No archaeological features or 
deposits were identified inside the enclosure, suggesting that they may have 
been removed or heavily truncated by repeated ploughing While such sites 
are rare in the study area, taking into account the variable state of 
preservation encountered during the evaluation, the value of Site 58 has 
been assessed as Medium 

9 4 14 Site 123 IS an undated trackway identified by geophysical survey and 
confirmed by tnal trenching This compnses of two parallel ditches While it 
was not possible to date this feature, tnal excavation has confirmed that it 
pre-dates the ndge and furrow and the presence of spelt wheat and barley 
grains in the fill indicates a Romano-Bntish date (see Appendix 9 1, ASDU 
2009, 30) This site also potentially indicates wider Romano-British activity in 
the area Based on this, the value of this site has been assessed as Medium 

9 4 15 The earthwork remains of medieval ndge and furrow were observed to the 
south, east and north of Sand Hill Farm (Site 68) Ridge and furrow is a 
charactenstic feature of a medieval agncultural landscape, and early maps of 
the study area show large numbers of furlongs which have now all but been 
erased by modern agnculture Based on the fairly good state of preservation 
and the relatively low survival of these earthworks within the study area, the 
value of this site has been assessed as Low 

9 4 16 The geoarchaeological survey (see Appendix 9 1) identified peat deposits in 
Rectory Wood (Site 21) These were 1 5m thick are believed to have formed 
in an oxbow lake adjacent to Bedale Beck Due to the potential of such 
matenal to provide palaeoenvironmental evidence at a local scale, the value 
of this site was assessed as Low 

9 4 17 Rectory Wood itself is believed to have been established as a plantation after 
construction of the Northallerton to Leyburn Railway (later known as the 
Wensleydale Railway, Sites 43 and 110) The single-track line was opened in 
1853 the two sites reflect that fact that it was originally two separate branch 
lines which joined at Bedale The line is still operating and many early line-
side structures such as signals and telegraph poles are present and in use 
Due to preservation of these elements, the value of these sites has been 
assessed as Low 

9 4 18 Field names recorded on histonc maps and in other sources are often a 
valuable source of information on land use and early history Five field 
names (Sites 6, 51, 52, 53, 63) were recorded on maps produced between 
the 17th and 19th centunes, all of which were in the area north of Bedale and 
Aiskew where agncultural land was most intensively used dunng the 
medieval penod The majority of these names refer to agncultural or 
industnal practices that may have been earned out nearby, however. Hunger 
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Barrows (Site 63) recorded on a map of 1769 may refer to a prehistoric 
bunal sites although evidence for such sites has been identified Such 
fieldnames do provide evidence for former landuse, land division and the 
possible presence of agri-industnal or other sites Based on this value of 
these site has been assessed as Low 

9 4 19 In addition to the extant example descnbed above. Sites 12, 13, 55, 82, 111 
and 115 are all examples of levelled ridge and furrow, some with evidence for 
associated field boundanes and headlands While these sites provide 
indication of the scale and distnbution of medieval agncultural practice within 
the study area, their surface remains have been removed by modern 
agneultural activity Due to their poor preservation, the value of these sites 
has been assessed as Negligible 

9 4 20 Site 56 IS the site of allotments to the east of Rectory Wood The remains of 
the boundanes to the allotments were identified by geophysical survey and 
tnal trenching The importance of this site has been assessed as Negligible 

9 4 21 Leases Road is believed to follow the former route of Dere Street Roman 
Road (Site 94) As Leases Road is an active public highway, it has not been 
possible to examine this site to establish if any remains of the Roman road 
survive beneath the modern surface The value of this site has therefore 
been assessed as Unknown Please note that no archaeological remains 
were identified by the evaluation in the area immediately to the east of 
Leases Road 

(h) Mitigation, Enhancement and Monitoring 
9 4 22 Dunng construction, impacts on archaeological remains may anse from the 

loss or removal of elements dunng topsoil stripping and other excavations, 
including those for site compounds and other ancillary works, and works 
associated with landscape and/or ecological mitigation In the construction 
phase potential impacts on the setting of some sites may anse from visual 
and noise intrusion, removal of topsoil and trees and vegetation, the creation 
of cuttings and embankments, and visual impacts of formwork and other 
temporary structures 

9 4 23 Some of the potential effects on the settings of archaeological remains would 
continue into the Operation Phase Such effects may result from the 
continued presence of the scheme, new or increased noise and visual 
intrusion from traffic using the scheme 

9 4 24 Under the guidance provided by PPG16, the preferred mitigation option for 
any archaeological sites or deposits affected by the scheme is to preserve 
the remains in situ However, where this is not feasible, then preservation by 
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record would be the appropnate alternative mitigation strategy Through 
recording works, the preparation and retention of an archive and wide 
dissemination of results (for example through deposition of reports in the 
North Yorkshire Histonc Environment Record or publication) a permanent 
record of the effected archaeological remains are made, reducing the loss of 
potential information that would contnbute to our understanding of them, and 
reducing the magnitude of effect However, for some sites, preservation by 
record will not fully mihgate the impact This reflects the loss of potential 
information which may have been gained in the future due to improvements 
in archaeological techniques and a greater scientific understanding 

9 4 25 Preservation by record may be achieved by a combination of the following 
techniques 

• Archaeological earthwork survey, 

• Retneval of cores from deposits of palaeoenvironmental importance, 
followed by analysis and reporting, 

• Photographic survey to make a permanent record of the existing setting of 
remains, 

• Detailed archaeological excavation where particularly significant, complex 
or densely-concentrated archaeological remains are expected to be 
present, then a detailed archaeological excavation in advance of 
construction would be undertaken, 

• Strip map and sample where archaeological remains of relatively low 
significance and/or complexity are expected to be present, and particularly 
where they are expected to be spread over a large area at low density, 
then strip and record works may be appropriate Topsoil/overburden 
would be stnpped over relatively large, defined areas using methods 
designed to maximize archaeological visibility, followed by inspection to 
define the scope of any archaeological recording works that might be 
required, 

• Archaeological recording dunng construction Where there is some 
potential for as yet unidentified archaeological remains to be present, but 
the nsk is considered to be low, then archaeological monitonng of the 
mam topsoil/overburden stnpping operations, and other excavation works 
as appropnate, would be applied, followed by appropnate archaeological 
investigation and recording of any remains that are identified 

9 4 26 Other archaeological mitigation may include 
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• Landscape mitigation to reduce potential impacts on the settings of 
monuments such as landscape planting, creation of noise mitigation 
bunds to reduce road noise and/or grading back of bunds for return to 
agnculture and integration with the local topography As stated above 
these measure may also have an impact on archaeological remains, 

• enhancement measures including, where possible, presentation of the 
remains and/or interpretative displays to the public as part of the 
development 

9 4 27 The detailed design of any mitigation works will be subject to the approval of 
the NYCC Development Control Archaeologist and a detailed Written 
Scheme of Investigation (WSI) would be submitted for approval in advance of 
any works being undertaken Advice would also be sought from the 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments and the Regional Science Advisor at 
English Heritage 

(i) Magnitude of Effects 

Construct/on 

9 4 28 The proposed road passes through five fields with names which were 
recorded on maps produced between the 17th and 19th centuries (Sites 6, 
51, 52, 53, 63) This will not affect our understanding of these sites and no 
remains associated with them were identified by the evaluation The 
magnitude of effect on these sites has been assessed as No Change 

9 4 29 Of the 54 archaeological sites identified within the study area, impacts on 15 
sites are predicted Information on these sites is provided in Tables 9 2 and 
9 3 

9 4 30 Construction of the road, of the adjacent farm access tracks and the 
additional 10m wide landtake for tree and shrub planting, would remove 
approximately 50% of the Romano-British enclosure (Site 58) and 185m of 
the two parallel antennae ditches leading from it In addition the present 
setting of this site would be changed and surviving elements to the west of 
the road would be severed from those to the east A photographic survey to 
record the current setting of this site is proposed followed by detailed 
archaeological excavation of the enclosure and stnp map and sample of the 
antennae ditches, followed by a programme of archaeological assessment, 
analysis and dissemination of results to mitigate this impact In an email of 
the 25'̂  November 2009 English Hentage have stated that preservation by 
record of this site is appropnate mitigation After mitigation, the magnitude of 
this effect is predicted to be Major 
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9 4 31 Construction would remove a c290m length of Dere Street Roman Road 
(Site 94), where the proposed roundabout junction and side roads intersect 
with Leases Road If archaeological remains or deposits associated with the 
Roman road survive below the modern carnageway, they would removed by 
construction In addition, the proposed roundabout at the junction between 
the preferred route and Leases Road would remove the straight section of 
existing road, reducing the legibility of the probable Roman origins of this 
route This site would also be bisected and any remains to the east or west of 
the junction would be severed A photographic survey to record the current 
setting of this site, along with recording dunng construction, followed by a 
programme of archaeological assessment, analysis and dissemination of the 
results IS recommended to mitigate this impact After mitigation, the 
magnitude of this effect is predicted to be Moderate 

9 4 32 The majority of the villa complex (Site 122), is located outside and to the 
east of the scheme footpnnt However, construction activity is likely to 
remove any archaeological features and deposits within an area amounting 
to c 3 5% of the known area of the site and result in severance of unaffected 
elements on the west of the road from those on the east In addition the 
present landscape setting of this site would be changed As no ground 
preparation would be undertaken, no additional impacts from the wildflower 
meadow to the north-north-west of the site are predicted A photographic 
survey to record the current setting along with detailed archaeological 
excavation, followed by a programme of archaeological assessment, analysis 
and dissemination of the results is recommended to mitigate this impact 
Stnp map and sample of areas to the north-east and south-west of the villa is 
also proposed In an email of the 25'^ November 2009 English Hentage have 
stated that preservation by record of this site is appropriate mitigation After 
mitigation, the magnitude of this effect is predicted to be Moderate 

9 4 33 Construction of the road and the proposed flood storage attenuation would 
partially remove the possible Romano-Bntish trackway (Site 123) and sever 
the surviving remains on the south-east of the scheme from any surviving 
remains on the north-west Stnp map and sample of the effected area, 
followed by assessment, analysis and dissemination of the results is 
recommended to mitigate this impact As the present setting makes a 
negligible contnbution our understanding of this site, no works to record it are 
recommended After mitigation, the magnitude of this effect is predicted to be 
Moderate 

9 4 34 Construction of the preferred route, farm access track, and the proposed 
flood storage attenuation would remove remains associated with Sites 12 
and 13 which form part of the same levelled ndge and furrow field system 
An area of c 2 9ha, out of a total of c 6 2ha would be removed To preserve 
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archaeological remains present by record, archaeological recording of the 
effected area dunng construction, followed by a programme of archaeological 
assessment, analysis and dissemination of results is recommended to 
mitigate this impact As the present setting makes a negligible contnbution 
our understanding of these sites, no works to record it are recommended 
After mitigation, the magnitude of effect on these sites is predicted to be 
Minor 

9 4 35 Construction of the scheme would remove part of the peat deposits 
associated with Rectory Wood Area of Palaeoenvironmental Potential (Site 
21) Retneval of cores, followed by palaeoenvironmental analysis, 
radiometnc dating and dissemination of the results, is recommended to 
mitigate this impact After mitigation, the magnitude of effect on these sites is 
predicted to be Minor 

9 4 36 Construction of the preferred route would also affect two separate sections of 
ndge and furrow earthworks (Site 68), north of Sand Hill Farm It would 
remove around 11% of the total area of earthworks making up Site 68 
Construction of the proposed route will also result in severance of earthworks 
on the east of the road from those on the west, as well as changing the 
existing pattern of field boundanes, affecting our understanding of this site 
Earthwork survey to English Heritage Level 3 (English Heritage 2007a, a 
photographic survey to record the current setting of this site along with 
recording dunng construction, followed by a programme of archaeological 
assessment, analysis and dissemination of the results is recommended to 
mitigate this effect After mitigation, the magnitude of this effect is predicted 
to be Minor 

9 4 37 The preferred route crosses two sections of the Northallerton to Bedale 
Railway (Sites 43 and 110) Although construction will not affect the physical 
remains of the railway itself, it will introduce new and intrusive elements into 
the present rural setting, in the form of the road bridges, abutments and 
approach embankments These effects will be particularly marked at 
Site 110, which is in a relatively exposed locahon within large arable fields 
where any new element will be visible from some distance from the line To 
make a record of the existing setting of the railway, a photographic survey is 
recommended After mitigation the magnitude of effect on these sites is 
predicted to be Negligible 

9 4 38 Construction of the north-eastern approach embankment to the crossing of 
Bedale Beck and the railway would affect an area equating to c 30% of the 
footpnnt of the former allotments (Site 56) Recording dunng construction, 
followed by a programme of archaeological assessment, analysis and 
dissemination of the results is recommended to preserve effected remains by 
record As the present setting makes a negligible contnbution to our 
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understanding of this site, no works to record it are recommended After 
mitigation, the magnitude of effect on these sites is predicted to be 
Negligible 

9 4 39 Sites 55, 82, 111 and 115 are areas of levelled ndge and furrow 
Construction would remove c 14%, 11%, 6% and 4% of the total area of each 
site respectively In the case of Site 55, 82 and 111, severance of remaining 
elements would also occur Recording dunng construction, followed by a 
programme of archaeological assessment, analysis and dissemination of the 
results IS recommended to mitigate this impact As the present setting makes 
a negligible contnbution to our understanding of these sites, no works to 
record it are recommended After mitigation, the magnitude of effect on these 
sites IS predicted to be Negligible 

9 4 40 Based on the comprehensive evaluation already undertaken, the potential for 
unknown archaeological remains has been assessed as Low However, in 
addition to the site specific measures recommended above, a scheme wide 
programme of archaeological recording dunng construction is also 
recommended 

Operat/on 

9 4 41 The impacts on the settings of Sites 43, 58, 68, 94, 110 and 122 descnbed 
above would continue into the operation phase The photographic surveys 
proposed would make a record of the existing setting of these sites While 
operation of the scheme would result in changes to the settings of 
Northallerton to Bedale Railway (Sites 43 and 110) and an extant area of 
ndge and furrow (Site 68), it would not significantly change our understanding 
of them The magnitude of the effect is therefore predicted to be Negligible 

9 4 42 However, for both the Romano-British enclosure (Site 58) and the Roman 
villa (Site 122) operation of the scheme would continue to sever 
archaeological remains associated on the west side of the road from those 
on the east, reducing our understanding of both sites The magnitude of 
effect on these sites is predicted to be Minor The scheme would continue to 
bisect Dere Street (Site 94) and continue to change our understanding and 
perception of the site through changes in the alignment of Leases Road The 
magnitude of this effect is unknown 

(j) Significant Impacts 

Construct/on 

9 4 43 The significance of impacts predicted dunng construction are presented in 
Table 9 2 
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9 4 44 The significance of the impact on the Romano-Bntish enclosure (Site 58) has 
been assessed as Large as it is unlikely that the recording works proposed 
will fully mitigate the loss of archaeological information and our understating 
of the site will be reduced This understanding will also be reduced by the 
sevenng of remains on the east of the road scheme from those on the west 

9 4 45 This IS also the case for the Roman villa (Site 122) While there will be some 
severance of remains on the east of the road scheme from those on the 
west, the core of the complex will not be removed and the spatial relationship 
between the villa and field system to the east will be maintained However, 
even with the archaeological recording proposed, archaeological information 

1 will be lost and our understanding of the site reduced The significance of this 
impact has been assessed as Large 

Operat/or} 

9 4 46 The significance of effects during operation are presented in Table 9 3 No 
significant impacts are predicted 
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Table 9 2 - Archaeological remains - predicted impact of construction 

Site Site Name Designation Value Description of Proposed Magnitude Significance of 
Number Construction effects Mitigation of 

Constructi 
on effect 

Construction 
Impact 

12 
Field system 
(geophysical survey) 
east side of A684 

None Negligible 

• Removal of 
archaeological deposits 

• Severance of surviving 
elements 

• Recording 
dunng 
construction 

Minor Neutral 

13 
Field system (site of) 
west side of Bedale 
Beck 

None Negligible 

• Removal of 
archaeological deposits 

• Severance of surviving 
elements 

• Recording 
dunng 
construction 

Minor Neutral 

• Retneval of 

Rectory Wood Area of cores, followed 
by 
palaeoenvironm 
ental analysis 
and reporting 

21 Palaeoenvironmental 
Potential 

None Low • Removal of deposits 

cores, followed 
by 
palaeoenvironm 
ental analysis 
and reporting 

Minor Neutral 

43 
Section of the 
Northallerton - Leyburn 
Railway Bedale 

None Low • Impacts on the setting of 
this site 

• Photographic 
Survey 

Negligible Neutral 

Ridge and Furrow • Severance • Recording 
55 North of Aiskew bank 

Farm 
None Negligible • Removal of 

archaeological deposits 
dunng 
construction 

Negligible Neutral 

56 Allotments (site of) 
east of Rectory Wood None Negligible • Removal of 

archaeological deposits 

• Recording 
during 
construction 

Negligible Neutral 

58 
Rectilinear Ditched 
Enclosure north of 
Aiskew Bank Farm 

None Medium 

• Changes to present 
setting 

• Removal of 
archaeological deposits 

• Severance of surviving 
elements 

• Photographic 
Survey 

• Detailed 
Excavation 

• Strip and record 

Major Large 
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Site 
Number 

Site Name Designation Value Description of 
Construction effects 

Proposed 
Mitigation 

Magnitude 
of 
Constructi 
on effect 

Signif icance of 
Construction 
Impact 

68 
Field System 
(earthworks) north of 
Sand Hill Farm 

None Low 

• Changes to present 
setting 

• Removal of 
archaeological deposits 

• Photographic 
Survey 

• English 
Heritage Level 
3 earthwork 
survey 

• Recording 
dunng 
construction 

Minor Neutral 

82 Field System south of 
Throughfare House None Negligible 

• Severance 
• Removal of 

archaeological deposits 

• Recording 
dunng 
construction Negligible Neutral 

94 
Dere Street Roman 
Road (Course of) 
Leases Road 

None Unknown 
r 

• Changes to present 
setting 

• Removal of 
archaeological deposits 

• Photographic 
Survey 

• Archaeological 
recording during 
construction 

Moderate Unknown 

110 

Section of the 
Northallerton to 
Leyburn railway 
Scruton 

None Low 
• Changes to present 

setting Photographic 
Survey Negligible Neutral 

111 Field System north of 
Holmfield Farm None Negligible 

• Severance 
• Removal of 

archaeological deposits 

• Archaeological 
recording dunng 
construction Negligible Neutral 

115 
Field System (remains 
of) south of Field 
House 

None Negligible • Removal of 
archaeological deposits 

• Recording 
dunng 
construction Negligible Neutral 
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Site 
Number 

Site Name Designation Value Description of 
Construction effects 

Proposed 
Mitigation 

Magnitude 
of 
Constructi 
on effect 

Significance of 
Construction 
Impact 

122 Roman Villa None High 

• Changes to present 
setting 

• Removal of 
archaeological deposits 

• Severance of surviving 
elements 

• Photographic 
Survey 

• Detailed 
excavation 

• Strip and record 

Moderate Large 

123 Romano British '> 
Trackway None Medium 

• Changes to present 
setting 

• Removal of 
archaeological deposits 

• Severance of surviving 
elements 

• Photographic 
Survey 

• Detailed 
excavation 

• Strip and record 

Moderate Moderate 

Table 9 3 - Archaeological remains - predicted impact of operation 

Site 
Number 

Site Name Designation Value Description of Operation 
effects 

Proposed 
Mitigation 

Magnitude 
of 
Operation 
effect 

Signif icance of 
Operation 
impact 

43 
Section of the 
Northallerton Leyburn 
railway, Bedale 

None Low • Changes to setting • Photographic 
Survey Negligible Neutral 

58 
Rectilinear ditched 
enclosure north of 
Aiskew Bank Farm 

None Medium • Changes to setting 
• Severance 

• Photographic 
Survey Minor Slight 

68 
Field system 
(earthworks) north of 
Sand Hill Farm 

None Low • Changes to setting • Photographic 
Survey Negligible Neutral 

94 
Dere Street Roman 
Road (Course of) 
Leases Road 

Low Unknown • Changes to setting • Photographic 
Survey Minor Unknown 
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9 5 Historic Buildings 

(k) Baseline Conditions and Value of Resource 
9 5 2 A total of 11 histonc buildings were identified for assessment These are 

presented in Tables 9 3 and 9 4, and shown on Figures 9 1 - 9 3 A 
summary of baseline information is provided below, whilst a full discussion of 
baseline conditions is presented in Appendix 9 1 

9 5 3 The value of two sites has been assessed as High Bedale Hall (Site 19) is a 
gentry house designed in the Classical style, resulting from a substantial 
remodelling of an earlier structure in the 1730s The Church of St Gregory 
(Site 31) IS the pansh church of Bedale and results pnncipally from 
construction in the 13'̂ , 15'*" and 19"̂  centunes The church forms a 
significant element in views towards Bedale from the surrounding 
countryside, and in views north along the market place Bedale Hall and the 
Church of St Gregory are of importance both for the quality of their 
architecture and their role in the histonc development of the town This is 
reflected in the designation of these sites as Grade I listed buildings 

9 54 St Gregorys House (Site 20) was constructed by Francis Pemberton, the 
Rector of Bedale in the late 17"̂  century In recognition of its architectural 
quality, this structure is designated as a Grade II listed building and has been 
assessed to be of Medium value Bedale Conservation Area (Site 34) covers 
the histonc core of Bedale, and has been assessed to be of Medium value 
due to Its architectural and townscape quality, its interest as a histonc market 
town, and its designation as a Conservation Area 

955 Fairfield Farm (Site 90) and Spnng House (Site 116) are farm complexes 
constructed in the 18'̂  and 19'̂  centunes, whilst Site 120 is a bnck bndge 
across Bedale Beck constructed to provide access between fields Although 
of modest architectural quality, these sites have been assessed to be of Low 
value due to their histonc interest as evidence of local farm structures 

9 5 6 Within the study area five sites of Negligible importance have been identified 
These compnse one poorly preserved field barn (Site 9), two sites of much 
altered farm houses and outbuildings (Sites 83 and 103), and a Curved 
Asbestos Hut reused as a field barn (Site 121) These sites have been 
assessed to be of Negligible value, as their poor survival and condition has 
reduced their histonc interest 

(I) Mitigation, Enhancement and Monitoring 
9 5 7 Dunng construction, physical impacts upon histonc buildings may anse which 

would result in the partial or complete loss of histonc fabnc Such impacts 
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may affect the character of the site through the removal of elements which 
contnbute to its understanding and appreciation 

9 5 8 Dunng both construction and operation, impacts on the setting of histonc 
buildings may also occur which affect the understanding and appreciation of 
the site These may include 

• the removal of elements which contnbute to the understanding or 
appreciation of the site, 

• introduction or removal of intrusive elements of inappropnate massing, scale 
or matenals, 

• severance of or intrusion into important views to or from a site, 

• reinstatement of important views or landscape character, and 

• changes to amenity or noise levels 

9 5 9 Mitigation measures can reduce the magnitude of impact of a proposed road 
scheme upon histonc buildings, enabling the understanding and appreciation 
of the assets to be maintained Possible mitigation measures include 

• Design solutions to avoid or minimise physical impacts on histonc buildings or 
impacts upon setting, enabling the retention of the histonc building in its 
current condition or setting as far as possible, 

• Creation of a photographic and drawn record of the building in advance of 
construction, where loss of fabnc would occur this can be supplemented by 
recording works dunng demolition The creation and dissemination of such a 
record would provide a permanent record of the site in its current condition 
and setting, reducing the loss of information resulting from the scheme and 
facilitating the understanding and appreciation of the site in the future 

• Landscape mitigation to reduce potential impacts on the settings of histonc 
buildings, such as landscape planting, creation of noise mitigation bunds to 
reduce road noise and/or grading back of bunds for return to agnculture and 
integration with the local topography 

(m) Magnitude of Effects 

(i) Construction 
9 5 10 Please note that the proposals for landscape mitigation are presented in 

detail in Chapter 11 (Landscape) 
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9 5 11 Effects during construction are predicted on the setting of five sites 
Mitigation of these effects is proposed to be undertaken by the use of 
landscape planting This would be put in place dunng construction of the 
scheme and would mature dunng the operation of the scheme No further 
mitigation measures are proposed dunng construction 

9 5 12 Views from the pnncipal elevation of Bedale Hall (Site 19) across the former 
park have been assessed to contribute to the special interest of this site The 
construction of the proposed scheme would introduce a major new element 
of infrastructure into these views, however, the relationship of the Hall with 
the histonc town of Bedale would be maintained in its current condition 
Based on this, the magnitude of effect has been assessed to be Minor 

9 5 13 The scheme would be constructed within the rural landscape to the north of 
the Church of St Gregory (Site 31) on an embankment ranging from c 3m to 
9m in height This would have a detnmental effect on views of the church 
tower from the north, which have been assessed to contnbute to the special 
interest of the building However, the prominence of the church in views 
along the Market Place and its histonc and architectural relationship to the 
town of Bedale would not be affected by the proposed scheme As such, the 
magnitude of effect upon this site is predicted to be Minor 

9 5 14 The construction of the proposed scheme would also be visible in views from 
the rear of St Gregory House (Site 20), and would change the character of 
the rural landscape to the north of the building, however the setting of the 
building within Bedale, its relationship with the church and former parkland to 
Bedale Hall, and views from the pnncipal elevation would be maintained in 
their current condition As views from the rear of St Gregory House are of 
lesser importance to the understanding of the building, the magnitude of this 
effect has been assessed to be Negligible 

9 5 15 The construction of the scheme to the north of Bedale Conservation Area 
(Site 34) would result in the erection of new signage and lighting columns on 
the A684 within the Conservation Area boundaries, increasing visual clutter 
within the designated area It would also form an intrusive element in views 
to the open countryside outside the Conservation Area boundanes from the 
parkland to the north of Bedale Hall These effects would affect a small part 
of the Conservation Area and the majonty of the designated area would 
expenence no effect from the proposed scheme The magnitude of effect has 
therefore been assessed to be Negligible 

9 5 16 The construction of the proposed scheme would introduce a substantial new 
element of infrastructure into the landscape setting of Fairfield Farm (Site 90) 
which would contrast unfavourably with the existing character of the 
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landscape in this area The magnitude of construction effect upon this site of 
Low value has therefore been assessed to be Negligible 

9 5 17 No effects are predicted to result from the construction of the scheme upon 
the barn to the south of Rand Beck (Site 9), Thoroughfare House (Site 83), 
Roughly Corner Bank (Site 103), the bnck bndge (Site 120) or the Curved 
Asbestos Hut (Site 121) 

(i) Operation 

9 5 18 Please note that the proposals for landscape mitigation are presented in 

detail in Chapter 11 (Landscape) 

9 5 19 Operation impacts on Histonc Buildings are assessed to commence dunng 
the construction phase and continue dunng the long term operation of the 
scheme 

9 5 20 The setting of Bedale Hall (Site 19) would be enhanced by the removal of 
7131 vehicles per day from North End by 2029, resulting in reduced noise 
and visual intrusion, and improving the amenity of the building The 
magnitude of this effect has been assessed to be Minor Beneficial 

9 5 21 Visual intrusion resulting from the scheme upon Bedale Hall (Site 19) would 
continue from construction into operation, with the addition of visual impacts 
from the movement of vehicles and the lighting of the road, however, 
landscape mitigation, in the form of hedgerow and standard tree planting 
along the road embankment, and woodland planting close to Rectory Wood 
would integrate the scheme into the surrounding landscape and reduce its 
visual impact The magnitude of this effect has been assessed to be 
Negligible 

9 5 22 Bedale Conservation Area (Site 34) would be enhanced by the removal of 
7999 vehicles per day from the Market Place by 2029, reducing severance, 
noise and visual intrusion, and improving the amenity of histonc buildings 
within the town, as well as the Conservation Area as a whole The 
magnitude of this effect has been assessed to be Minor Beneficial 

9 5 23 Additional lighting and signage, and intrusion in views towards open farmland 
to the north of the town would continue to impact upon Bedale Conservation 
Area (Site 34) during operation Due to the limited part of the Conservation 
Area affected, the magnitude of this effect has been assessed to be 
Negligible 

9 5 24 Dunng operation, the proposed scheme would continue to intrude into views 
towards the tower of the Church of St Gregory (Site 31), and would result in 
additional visual intrusion due to the movement of vehicles and lighting of the 
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junction with the existing A684 While the visual impact of the scheme would 
be mitigated to some extent by the maturation of woodland and hedgerow 
planting, the scheme would continue to affect existing views of the tower from 
the north New views towards the tower would be possible from the 
embanked road, maintaining the role of the tower as landmark to some 
extent The magnitude of this effect has been assessed to be Minor 

9 5 25 Impacts on the setting of St Gregory House (Site 20) would continue dunng 
operation, with the addition of visual intrusion resulting from the movement of 
vehicles and the lighting of the road, however, these impacts would be 
mitigated by the maturation of landscape planting along the scheme, 
improving its integration in the landscape and reducing its visual impact The 
magnitude of effect is therefore predicted to be No Change dunng Operation 

9 5 26 Similarly, visual impacts on the setting of Fairfield Farm (Site 90) would 
continue from construction into operation with the addition of visual impacts 
from the movement of vehicles and lighting, however, when mature, 
landscape planting would mitigate these visual effects The magnitude of 
effect on Fairfield Farm has been assessed to be No Change 

9 5 27 No effects are predicted to result from the operation of the scheme upon the 
Barn to the south of Rand Beck (Site 9), Thoroughway House (Site 83), 
Roughly Corner (Site 103), Spnng House (Site 116), the bnck bndge (Site 
120) or the Curved Asbestos Hut (Site 121) 

(n) Significant Impacts 
9 5 28 No Significant impacts upon histonc buildings have been identified at 

construction or operation 

9 5 29 A summary of the significance of all impacts identified upon histonc buildings 
IS provided in Tables 9 3 and 9 4 
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Table 9 3 - Historic Buildings - predicted impact of construction 

Site 
Number 

Site Name Designation Value Description of 
Construction effects 

Proposed 
Mitigation 

Magnitude of 
Construction 
effect 

Significance of 
Construction 
Impact 

19 Bedale Hall Grade 1 Listed 
Building 

High Introduction of a new 
element of infrastructure 
into existing setting, in 
contrast to the existing 
rural character Intrusion 
into views from the 
pnncipal elevation 

Temporary noise and 
visual intrusion from 
construction works 

None 
proposed 

Minor Slight 

20 St Gregory 
House and 
Attached Wall 

Grade II Listed 
Building 

Medium Introduction of a new 
element of infrastructure 
into existing setting, in 
contrast to the existing 
rural character 

Temporary noise and 
visual intrusion from 
construction works 

None 
proposed 

Negligible Neutral 

31 Church of Saint 
Gregory 

Grade 1 Listed 
Building 

High Intrusion of the scheme 
into views towards the 
Church tower from the 
north of Bedale, reducing 
Its prominence and role as 
a landmark 

Temporary noise and 
visual intrusion from 
construction works 

None 
proposed 

Minor Slight 
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Site 
Number 

Site Name Designation Value Description of 
Construction effects 

Proposed 
Mitigation 

Magnitude of 
Construction 
effect 

Significance of 
Construction 
Impact 

34 Bedale 
Conservation 
Area 

Conservation 
Area 

Medium Introduction of additional 
signage and lighting into 
the conservation area 
Intrusion of the scheme 
into views out from the 
north edge of the 
conservation area 

Temporary noise and 
visual intrusion from 
construction works 

None 
proposed 

Negligible Slight 

90 Fairfield Farm, 
west side of 
Leases Road 

None Low Introduction of a new 
element of infrastructure 
into views from the 
farmhouse, in contrast to 
the existing rural character 
of these views 

Temporary noise and 
visual intrusion from 
construction works 

None 
proposed 

Negligible Neutral 
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Table 9 4 - Historic Buildings - predicted impact of operation 

Site 
Number 

Site Name Designation Value Description of Operation 
effects 

Proposed 
Mitigation 

Magnitude of 
Operation 

Significance of 
Operation 
Impact 

19 Bedale Hall Grade 1 
Listed 
Building 

High Reduction in noise and visual 
intrusion, and improved 
amenity resulting from the 
reduction of 7131 vehicles 
per day on North End by 
2029 

Hedgerow 
and tree 
planting 
along the 
edge of the 
scheme 

Minor 
Beneficial 

Slight Beneficial 

Continuation of impacts on 
setting from construction 
stage Visual intrusion from 
lighting and traffic movement 

Negligible Slight 

20 St Gregory 
House and 
Attached Wall 

Grade II 
Listed 
Building 

Medium Introduction of a new element 
of infrastructure into existing 
setting, in contrast to the 
existing rural character 

Landscape 
Planting 

No change Neutral 

31 Church of 
Saint Gregory 

Grade 1 
Listed 
Building 

High Continuation of impacts on 
setting from construction 
stage on views of the tower 
from the north Introduction 
of intrusion from lighting and 
traffic movement into these 
views 

Creation of new views 
towards the church tower 
from the proposed road 

Hedgerow 
and tree 
planting to 
the west of 
the scheme, 
and 
woodland 
planting 
towards 
Rectory 
Wood 

Minor Slight 
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Site 
Number 

Site Name Designation Value Description of Operation 
effects 

Proposed 
Mitigation 

Magnitude of 
Operation 

Significance of 
Operation 
Impact 

34 Bedale 
Conservation 
Area 

Conservation 
Area 

Medium Removal of 7999 vehicles per 
day from the Market Place by 
2029, reducing severance, 
noise and visual intrusion, 
and enhancing the amenity of 
the Conservation Area 

None 
proposed 

Minor 
Beneficial 

Slight Beneficial 

Continuation of impacts on 
setting from construction 
stage Visual intrusion from 
lighting and traffic movement 

Negligible Slight 

90 Fairfield Farm, 
west side of 
Leases Road 

None Low Introduction of a new element 
of infrastructure into views 
from the farmhouse, in 
contrast to the existing rural 
character of these views 

Temporary noise and visual 
intrusion from construction 
works 

Landscape 
Planting 

No change Neutral 

A684 Bedale - Aiskew - Leeming Bar Bypass 
Environmental Statement Volume 1 Date xxxx 

9 27 



9 6 Historic Landscape 

(o) Baseline Conditions 
96 2 Based on Histonc Landscape Charactensation data provided by NYCC, 

within the study area eight Historic Landscape Character Types have been 
identified These are shown on Figure 9 1 and further detail is provided in 
Appendix 9 1 

9 63 Bedale Park (Character Type 2) onginated as a medieval deer park, first 
recorded in the mid-13"' century Following the rebuilding of Bedale Hall (Site 
19) in the early 18* century, the park was landscaped to provide a 
fashionable naturalistic setting for the hall with the establishment of stands of 
trees around the park and the diversion of Rand Beck Following alterations 
in the later 18* and 19* centunes, the park was redeveloped as a golf course 
in the late 19* century and remains in use as such today Despite re-
landscaping for use as a golf course, elements of the parks landscape 
design remain apparent, particularly in the presence of the Long Walk, 
stands of trees, the enclosing park wall and its relationship to Bedale Hall 
As the park retains good evidence for histonc time depth and legibility of its 
formal landscape design and has therefore been assessed to be of Medium 
value 

9 6 4 Character Area 5 comprises the historic town of Bedale, and largely 
corresponds with Bedale Conservation Area (Site 34) The town retains 
much of Its historic plan form, in the survival of a broad market place, situated 
at the junction of several roads, and lined by long narrow tofts (garden plots) 
The town retains much of its historic and architectural character, and has 
been assessed to be of Medium value 

9 6 5 The study area is dominated by arable and pasture fields established by 
enclosure from the 18* century onwards (Character Types 1, 7 and 8) 
These fields reflect piecemeal, planned and large-scale enclosures 
undertaken in the post-medieval penod, however, the removal of field 
boundanes from all three Character Types has reduced their historic 
legibility As these types are fairly common within the region and have all 
suffered some loss of historic boundaries, these Character Types have been 
assessed to be of Negligible value 

9 6 6 A subsequent phase of development of the agricultural landscape is 
evidenced by the widespread removal of histonc field boundaries to create 
large-scale modern improved fields (Character Type 6) As this is a common 
type of landscape, this Character Type has been assessed to be of 
Negligible value 
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9 6 7 Character Type 3 compnses an area of broad-leafed woodland which is likely 
to have been established contemporarily with the construction of the 
Northallerton to Leyburn railway As an example of a common landscape 
type, this area has been assessed to be of Negligible value 

9 6 8 Character Type 4 compnses an area of semi-detached suburban housing of 
later 20* century date, located to the north of Leeming This is a common 
landscape type throughout the are and has therefore been assessed to be of 
Negligible value 

(p) Mitigation, Enhancement and Monitoring 
9 6 9 The construction of the proposed road, associated cuttings embankments, 

ponds and bunds would introduce a new element of infrastructure into the 
historic landscape This has the potential to change the histonc landscape, 
and alter its character Such changes may include 

• Loss of histonc landscape integnty, reducing the understanding and value of 
the resource, 

• Intrusion of inappropnate elements, 

• Changes in visual and aural character, and 

• Damage to or re-establishment of histonc landscape elements or pattern 

9 6 10 Mitigation measures can reduce the magnitude of impact of a proposed road 
scheme upon the histonc landscape, maintaining the legibility and value of 
the resource Possible mitigation measures include 

• Design solutions such as the use of sensitive vertical and honzontal 
alignments Through the choice of design, it may be possible to prevent or 
minimise any impact upon sensitive Histonc Landscapes, and to avoid 
disrupting histonc landscape character patterns, 

• Use of complementary landscape planting to aid integration of the scheme 
into the histonc landscape and reduce its visual impact, 

• Enhancement or restoration of the histonc landscape, such as restoration of 
histonc land use, or the use of local matenals and construction methods for 
scheme boundanes, 

• Restoration, reconstruction or repair of the histonc landscape to return it to its 
known design or appearance at an earlier time, improving the legibility of the 
histonc landscape. 
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• Provision of information, such as brochures, notice boards and booklets to 
disseminate information on the histonc landscape, and 

• Histonc landscape recording works pnor to construction, reducing the loss of 
information through the creation of a permanent record of the histonc 
landscape in its current condition 

(q) Magnitude of Effects 
9 6 11 Please note that the proposals for landscape mitigation are presented in 

detail in Chapter 11 (Landscape) The effect of the scheme on Character 
Type 5 has been assessed above under Bedale Conservation Area (Site 34) 
Effects are therefore not re-assessed below 

(i) Construction 
9 6 12 Effects dunng construction are predicted on 6 Historic Landscape Character 

Types Mitigation of these effects is proposed to be undertaken by the use of 
landscape planting This would be put in place dunng construction of the 
scheme, and would become effective dunng the operation of the scheme 
Due to the nature of the predicted impacts and the value of the affected 
Types, no further mitigation measures are proposed 

9 6 13 Construction of the proposed scheme would impact upon Character Types 1, 
6 and 8, all of which have been assessed to be of Negligible value For all 
three Character Types, this would result in the partial removal of field 
boundanes and severance of fields and, in addition, a small area of woodland 
would be removed from Character Type 1 Temporary visual and noise 
impacts would also occur dunng construction due to the presence and 
movement of site traffic and plant, topsoil stnpping, creation of 
earthworks/cuttings and site lighting For Character Types 1 and 8 the 
magnitude of impact has been assessed to be Minor For Character Type 6, 
the magnitude of this effect has been assessed to be Moderate due to the 
higher number of land parcels affected 

9 6 14 The construction of an overbndge within Character Type 3 would result in the 
removal of an area of mature trees towards the middle of the plantation, 
whilst the remainder of the woodland would not be affected Due to the 
limited area of impact, the magnitude of this effect has been assessed to be 
Minor 

9 6 15 The effect of temporary noise and visual intrusion from construction works is 
on Character Type 2 is predicted to be Negligible 

9 6 16 The realignment of roads in Character Type 7 would not affect the histonc 
legibility of this Type However, temporary noise and visual intrusion would 

A684 Bedale - Aiskew - Leeming Bar Bypass 9-30 
Environmental Statement Volume 1, Date xxxx 



occur dunng the construction penod due to construction activities The 
magnitude of this effect has been assessed as Negligible 

9 6 17 No effects are predicted to result from the construction of the scheme on 
Character Type 4 

(i) Operation 

9 6 18 Effects upon the histonc landscape which commenced dunng the 
construction phase would continue dunng operation In addition, noise and 
visual impacts would result from the movement of traffic and the lighting of 
junctions in Character Types 1, 3, 6 and 8, resulting in noticeable changes to 
the histonc landscape character and sound quality of these areas 

9 6 19 In accordance with the mitigation pnnciples descnbed above, these impacts 
would be mitigated by the use of landscape planting along the scheme, 
aiding its integration into the surrounding landscape and reducing its visual 
impact Proposed mitigation measures include the areas of woodland 
planting, hedgerows, and hedgerows with trees Please refer to Figures 2 3 
- 2 9 for further information These measures would aid the integration of the 
scheme with the surrounding landscape and reduce its visual impact 

9 6 20 The magnitude of effect on Character Types 1,3 ,6 and 8 is predicted to be 
minor 

9 6 21 No effects are predicted dunng operation upon Character Types 2, 4 and 7 

(r) Significant Impacts 

9 6 22 No Significant impacts upon the Histonc Landscape have been identified to 
occur dunng construction or operation 

9 6 23 A summary of the significance of all impacts identified upon the Histonc 
Landscape is provided in Tables 9 5 and 9 6 
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Table 9 5 - Historic Landscape - predicted impact of construction 

Landscape 
Type 
Number 

Type Value Description of 
Construction effects 

Proposed 
Mitigation 

Magnitude of 
Construction 

Significance of 
Construction 
Impact 

1 Piecemeal 
Enclosure 

Negligible Imposition of linear road 
across the existing pattern 
of small enclosed fields 
and severance of field 
boundanes 

Temporary noise and 
visual intrusion from 
construction works 

None proposed Minor Neutral 

2 Bedale Park / 
Golf course 

Medium Temporary noise and 
visual intrusion from 
construction works 

None proposed Negligible Neutral 

3 Broad-leafed 
plantation 

Negligible Introduction of road bridge 
through the southern half 
of the woodland, resulting 
in the loss of mature trees 
and introduction of a major 
new element of 
infrastructure 

Temporary noise and 
visual intrusion from 
construction works 

None proposed Minor Neutral 
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Landscape 
Type 
Number 

Type Value Description of 
Construction effects 

Proposed 
Mitigation 

Magnitude of 
Construction 

Significance of 
Construction 
Impact 

6 Modern 
improved fields 

Negligible Introduction of linear road 
across the existing 
landscape including the 
construction of 
embankments and 
cuttings Severance of 
field boundanes 

Temporary noise and 
visual intrusion from 
construction works 

None proposed Moderate Neutral 

7 Unknown 
planned 
enclosure 

Negligible Alteration of boundanes at 
the edge of the Landscape 
Type Legibility of this 
type would be maintained 

None proposed Negligible Neutral 

8 Large scale 
private 
enclosure 

Negligible Construction of new road 
including cuttings, 
embankments, and 
roundabout junctions 
resulting in the severance 
of field boundanes 

Temporary noise and 
visual intrusion from 
construction works 

Landscape 
planting 

Minor Neutral 
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Table 9 6 - Historic Landscape - predicted impact of operation 

Character 
Type 
Number 

Type Value Description of Operation 
effects 

Proposed 
Mitigation 

Magnitude of 
Operation 

Significance of 
Operation 
Impact 

1 Piecemeal 
Enclosure 

Negligible Introduction of noise and 
visual intrusion 

Landscape 
planting 
compnsing 
hedgerows with 
trees along the 
edge of the 
scheme 

Minor Neutral 

3 Broad-leafed 
plantation 

Negligible Introduction of noise and 
visual intrusion 

Woodland 
planting along 
the scheme 
embankments 
to aid Its 
integration with 
the histonc 
landscape 
character 

Minor Neutral 

6 Modern 
improved fields 

Negligible Introduction of noise and 
visual intrusion 

Landscape 
planting 

Minor Neutral 

8 Large-scale 
private 
enclosure 

Negligible Introduction of noise and 
visual intrusion 

Landscape 
planting 
compnsing 
hedgerows with 
trees and 
targeted 
woodland 
planting to 
integrate the 
scheme into the 
landscape 

Minor Neutral 
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9 7 Limitations 

9 71 While the preferred route has been extensively evaluated through 
geophysical survey and tnal trenching, it has not been possible to examine 
the entire scheme footpnnt due to land access restnctions This applies in 
particular to the route of the Roman Road (Site 94) along Leases Road As 
Leases Road is a live highway, it was not possible to excavate evaluation 
trenches to establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains 
However no archaeological remains to the east of the road were identified by 
the evaluation 

9 7 2 It was also not possible to examine through either geophysical survey or tnal 
excavation, a single field immediately north-west of the north-eastern section 
of the Northallerton to Leyburn railway (Site 110) This land was under crop 
throughout the evaluation penod and access was not permitted by the 
landowner 

9 7 3 Due to time constraints imposed between harvest and the sowing of new 
crops. It was not possible to excavate eight out of the planned total of 47 trial 
trenches Those trenches that were not excavated were selected because 
they targeted geophysical anomalies that had either been tested nearby or 
were identifiable features such as field boundanes or ndge and furrow fields 
that were already well understood 

9 8 Summary 

(s) Archaeology 

9 8 2 During construction impacts on 15 archaeological sites are predicted 
compnsing 

• Large impacts on two sites a Romano-Brihsh Enclosure (Site 58) and a villa 
(Site 122), 

• A moderate impact on one site a Romano-Bntish trackway (Site 123), 

• Neutral impacts on 11 sites (Sites 12,13,21, 43, 55, 56, 68, 82, 94, 110, 111, 
115, 123), 

• The significance of the impact on Dere Street Roman Road (Site 94) is 
unknown 

9 8 3 Dunng operation impacts on 6 archaeological sites are predicted compnsing 

• Slight impacts on two sites (sites 58 and 122), 

• Neutral impacts on 2 Sites (43, 68 and 110), 

A684 Bedale - Aiskew - Leeming Bar Bypass 9-36 
Environmental Statement Volume 1 Date xxxx 



• The significance of the impact on Dere Street Roman Road (Site 94) is 
unknown 

(t) Historic Buildings 

9 8 4 After mitigation, the following impacts dunng construction are predicted 

• Slight negative impacts on three sites (Sites 19, 31, and 34) 

• Neutral impacts on the remaining two sites (Sites 20 and 90) 

9 8 5 Dunng operation, the following impacts are predicted 

• A slight negative impact on two site (Sites 19 and 34), 

• A slight beneficial impact on two sites (Sites 19 and 34), 

• A neutral impact on 2 sites (Site 20 and 90), 

(u) Historic Landscape 
9 8 6 Within the study area seven Histonc Landscape Character Types were 

identified for assessment in the Historic Buildings Baseline Study These 
include three Character Types charactensed by their establishment dunng 
the Enclosure period (Character Types 1, 7 and 8) and one Type created by 
the amalgamation and enlargement of enclosure fields in the 20* century 
(Character Type 6), as well as a historic park (Character Type 2) and an area 
of broad-leafed Plantation (Character Type 3) 

9 8 7 After mitigation, neutral impacts are predicted at construction and operation 
for all Historic Landscape Character Types 
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