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BARLOW METHODIST CHAPEL, PARK ROAD, BARLOW, NORTH YORKSHIRE 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 In January 1999 Ed Dennison Archaeological Services (EDAS) were 
commissioned by Mr M Bellerby to undertake a photographic survey of 
Barlow Methodist Chapel, Park Road, Barlow, North Yorkshire (NGR 
SE64222878 ; see figure 1). 

1.2 The photographic survey had been requested by Selby District Council , to 
record various aspects of the building in advance of its conversion. In the 
event, the survey took place after the majority of the interior of the building 
had been cleared. The chapel is not listed by the Department of National 
Heritage as being of Special Architectural or Historic Interest, and had been 
disused for some 20 years (pers comm Mr M Bellerby). 

2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 The methodology for the photographic survey was verbally agreed with Ms 
G Falkingham of North Yorkshire County Council 's Heritage Unit. General 
35mm black and white coverage of the building was required, together with 
shots of any remaining architectural detail. A total of 36 shots were taken, 
with 15 being printed to a size of 135mm by 100mm. 

2.2 Each black and white photograph has been catalogued and indexed (see 
Appendix 1), and the various photographic location points are depicted on 
1:50 scale plan of the building (see figure 3); an additional ground floor plan 
was produced to augment the photographic survey (see figure 2). The black 
and white photographs, together with a contact sheet, have been deposited 
with the North Yorkshire County Council 's Sites and Monuments Record. 
The negatives have been retained by EDAS. 

2.3 The photographic survey was undertaken on 14 January 1999, two days 
after commission, while work in some parts of the building was in progress. 
As noted above, the majority of the interior had already been cleared, and so 
it was not possible to record all features of detail. 

3 PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY 

3.1 For ease of description, the long axis of the chapel is considered to be aligned 
north-south. Appendix 1 provides a register of the photographs taken and, 
in the following text, numbers given in bold type refer to the photographs, 
the number before the stroke representing the film number and the number 
after indicating the frame. 

Description 

3.2 The chapel is a small, single-storey, gable-ended structure, rectangular in 
plan, measuring 9.95m north-south by 6.90m east-west (see figure 2) (1/12; 
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see plate 1). It is built of hand-moulded pale red bricks laid in English Garden 
Wall bond and set with a gritty sandy mortar, apart from the south roadside 
elevation which is of yellow brick laid in Flemish Bond; the north gable has 
been rendered. The pitched roof is of slate. There is a small wooden notice 
board on the south elevation containing the works "BARLOW Methodist 
Church" (1/11). 

3.3 The chapel is surrounded on the north and east sides by a c . l . 2 0 m high 
brick-built boundary wall with triangular coping (1/13); it formerly continued 
along the west side but has since been demolished. The stone base for a set 
of former railings survives to the south and the area between the railings and 
the chapel is paved with flags. There is a small square brick-built stack 
positioned towards the south end of the east elevation (1/17). A pair of 
outside toilets within a 3.6m long and 1 .Om wide lean-to is attached to the 
centre of the north elevation (1/15). The roof of the toilet block has been 
removed and the east side has collapsed (1/16). Entry into the two cubicles 
is through opposing doorways; the eastern room is filled with rubble but a 
low wooden bench with central hole 0.27m in diameter survives in the 
western room. 

3.4 The chapel is entered via a round-headed four panelled moulded wooden door 
with semi-circular light above (1/30), positioned towards the south end of the 
west elevation. The doorway is covered by a small gabled porch, which is 
also roofed with slate and supported by two octagonal timber posts (1/12 
and 1/31). 

3.5 The chapel is lit by two tall round-headed sash windows in the south 
elevation (1/32) and a similar window towards the north end of the west and 
east elevation (1/12 and 1/13); the voussoirs are all of brick and the sills are 
rendered (1/33). The windows were all boarded up at the time of the survey 
but the internal glazing remained, showing that the four large lights were 
surrounded by a narrow strip of green glass (1/23). There are no windows 
in the north elevation, although there is a small opening of unknown purpose 
with a wooden door located towards the apex of the gable (1/15). 

3.6 The interior of the chapel had been cleared by the time of the survey and the 
floor taken up. However, the surviving structure provides evidence of the 
internal layout. The internal walls are plastered and painted pale pink, but no 
mottoes, plaques or inscriptions were noted although the ceiling had a 
moulded cornice (1/28). Pine panelling to a height of d m runs around the 
base of the interior walls, although on the south wall it rises in three steps 
to a height of c . l .50m between the windows (1/18 and 1/26; see plate 2). 
Scarring on the panelling indicates that the southern end of the chapel was 
occupied by a low platform (1/25), which would have housed the pulpit and 
possibly a small organ. The central and northern part of the chapel was 
occupied by the pews; the floor in this area slopes gently downwards from 
north to south (1/22). The exact arrangement of the pews is unclear but if 
a central aisle was present, there would have been fourteen rows in all. 

3.7 The chapel was originally heated by a boiler or stove located toward the 
south end of the east wall. A brick base survives, with a narrow chimney 
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stack built into the adjacent wall; externally the stack has a small iron door 
at its base, presumably to control the draught. In addition to the windows, 
the chapel was ventilated by three small openings at the top of each of the 
long walls, the openings appearing externally just below eaves level (1/12). 
A central circular moulding in the ceiling may have housed the original 
lighting, which was presumably gas, although more recently it was lit by a 
number of electric lamps. A number of other minor fixtures and fittings 
survive within the building which all relate to later lighting and heating 
arrangements, and are not of historic interest. 

Discussion 

3.8 It was not possible to date the building exactly or even to establish whether 
it was a Wesleyan or Primitive Methodist chapel. However, the 1907 
Ordnance Survey 25" map names the structure as "Methodist Chapel 
(Wesleyan)" (sheet 236/4). No date or foundation stone was visible on the 
site, although local information suggests that it was built during the mid 19th 
century (pers comm Mr M Bellerby). 

3.9 The form of the structure is similar to other small village chapels of this date, 
for example, the Primitive Methodist chapel at Market Weighton (1849) or the 
later Wesleyan chapel at Allerthorpe (1870) (Neave 1990, 38). Although the 
interior had been largely cleared at the time of the survey, it appears to have 
conformed with the simple layout of the majority of small non-conformist 
chapels, consisting of a preaching platform and area of pews, with heating 
provided by a small stove. 
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Plate 1: Front (west) elevation of chapel, from the south-west (photo 1/12) 

Plate 2: Interior of chapel, from the north-east, showing panelling, fenestration and 
position of preaching platform (photo 1/26) 
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APPENDIX 1: PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTER 

Photographs taken 14 January 1999. Descriptions based on site north 

Film Frame Print? Scale Description 

1 1 N West elevation, from the south-west 

1 2 N South and east elevations, from the south-east 

1 3 N East elevation, from the east 

1 4 N North elevation, from the north 

1 5 N West elevation, from the north 

1 6 N North and west elevations, from the north-west 

1 7 N South elevation, from the south 

1 8 N South elevation, from the south 

1 9 N West elevation showing porch, from the south-west 

1 10 N Porch on west elevation, from the west 

1 11 Y 1m/0.5m South elevation, from the south-west 

1 12 Y 1m/0.5m West elevation, from the south-west 

1 13 Y 1m/0.5m North and east elevations, from the north-east 

1 14 Y 1m/0.5m Window In north end of east elevation, external v iew 

1 15 Y 1m/0.5m North elevation and toilet block, from the north-west 

1 16 Y 1m/0.5m North elevation and toilet block, from the north 

1 17 Y 1m/0.5m South elevation, from the south-east 

1 18 Y 1m/0.5m Internal v iew, from the south-east corner 

1 19 N 1m/0.5m Internal v iew, from the south-east corner 

1 20 Y 1m/0.5m Internal v iew, from the south-west corner 

1 21 N 1m/0.5m Internal v iew, from the south-west corner 

' 22 Y 1m/0.5m Internal v iew of window in north end of east elevation, showing sloping 
floor, paneling and benches 

1 2 3 Y 1m/0.5m Internal v iew window and ventilation opening, north end of east elevation 

1 2 4 N 1m/0.5m Internal v iew of windows in south elevation, showing raised platform 

1 25 Y 1m/0.5m Internal view of windows in south elevation, showing raised platform 

1 26 Y 1m/0.5m Internal v iew, from the north-east corner 

1 27 N 1m/0.5m Internal v iew, from the north-east corner 

1 28 Y 1m/0.5m Internal v iew, from the north-west corner 

1 29 N 1m/0.5m Internal v iew, from the north-west corner 

1 30 Y 1m/0.5m Door in porch, west elevation 
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1 31 Y 1m/0.5m Porch on west elevation, from the west 

1 32 Y 1m/0.5m South elevation, from the south 

1 33 Y 1m/0.5m West window In south elevation, from the south 

1 34 Y 1m/0.5m South elevation, from south-east 

1 35 Y 1m/0.5m South elevation, from the south-west 

1 36 Y 1m/0.5m Porch in west elevation, from the south 

1 37 Y 1m/0.5m General view of chapel, from the south-west 

1 38 Y 1m/0.5m General view of chapel, from the south-east 
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