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PROJECT SUMMARY 

As a consequence of the North Yorkshire County Highways Department undertaking the construction 
of the A61 Ripon Bypass, the North Yorkshire Archaeology Section recommended that an 
archaeological watching brief should be carried out during the topsoil stripping and drainage 
construction phases of the roadworks in two defined areas. The construction work was undertaken 
by Trafalgar House Construction (Regions) Limited. The watching brief was carried out in various 
stages between October 1993 and June 1994. Although many sub-surface features were identified 
during topsoil stripping, they were all found to be the result of modem activity. It is possible that 
some of these remains are associated with the presence of a First World War military base in the area. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The aim of the watching brief was to monitor topsoil stripping and drainage construction during 
roadworks, in order to identify any archaeological remains and, where such remains were defined, 
to record them in a rapid and effective manner (Appendix A and B). 

1.2 LOCATION AND LAND USE 

Ripon is situated on rising ground between the river Ure on the north, and the river Skell on the 
south. The town sits on the westem edge of a corridor of land, bounded by the Hambleton Hills to 
the east and the Pennines to the west (Fig 1). 

AREA A 

The first site (SE 3130 6960) consists of an area of approximately one and a half hectares, situated 
to die south of Ripon (Fig 1). This five hundred metre long, and twenty metre wide strip mns north
east from Bellwood Farm, across open fields, and terminates just before it meets Knaresborough Road 
(Fig 2). The area was used as agricultural land prior to development. 

A R E A B 

The second site (SE 3175 7160) consists of an area of approximately three-quarters of a hectare, 
situated on the north-eastem side of Ripon (Fig 1). This two hundred metre long, and twenty metre 
wide area nms east from Stonebridgegate to the foot of a north-south aligned disused railway 
embankment (Fig 2). The area is low lying (c.20m AOD), and situated within a zone of marginal 
marshland. 

1.3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

Dociraientary references to the establishment of a Celtic monastery in the mid-seventh century AD 
provides the first evidence for the existence of a settlement at Ripon. The site of this monastery is 
thought to be to the north-east of the cathedral, between Priest Lane and Stonebridgegate. According 
to the documentary evidence, within a decade of its constmction, the early monastery was relocated, 
probably to the site of the present cathedral. By the end of the seventh century Ripon had become 
a cathedral town. 

There is no real evidence to suggest that Ripon existed as a settlement prior to the seventh century 
AD. However, its close proximity to the site of a Roman town (ISVRIVM - modem Aldborough), 
an important Roman road (Dere Street), and at least one Roman villa (at Casde Dykes), does indicate 
that Ripon is located in an area of considerable activity in the Roman period. This may also be tme 
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of earlier periods, as there are at least three henge-type monimients, as well as a notable concentration 
of tumuli, a few miles to the east of Ripon. 

In Area A a few cropmarks, thought to be the remains of field boundaries and possibly an old 
trackway, had been identified from aerial photographs. A Victorian or early twentieth-century landfill 
site was known to exist to the north-east of the area, between Knaresborough Road and Littlethorpe 
Lane (Appendix B). 

Area B is situated close to the hospital of St Mary Magdalen, which is thought to have been founded 
in the twelfth century. The full extent of the hospital complex and its grounds is not known, although 
investigations carried out at the Chapel in 1989 suggest that stmctures associated with the hospital 
might extend into the Beeches Farm area (Appendix B). 

2. DATA ACQUISITION STRATEGY 

Topsoil was removed using a back-acting type excavator fitted with a wide, toothless, ditching bucket. 
Once the area immediately in front of the machine had been cleared of topsoil, it was then carefully 
scraped to produce a flat, clean surface. The topsoil/subsoil interface was slightly tnmcated to ensure 
good feamre definition. 

To facilitate rapid and accurate mapping of feamres identified during topsoil stripping, a remote 
plotting system was employed. Coordinated survey stations set out by Trafalgar House Constmction 
provided an accurate site grid. The edges of all feamres identified during stripping were tagged. On 
the completion of each stage of topsoil stripping these tags, along with the edges of the monitored 
area, were mapped using a total station theodolite. These data points were then plotted to provide a 
basis for feamre outlines to be recorded. 

A hierarchical recording system was used to label and record archaeological remains. A set of 
components forming a single deposition is called a context; a set of contexts is called a feature, and 
a set of associated feamres are called a structure. Feamres and stmcmres are prefixed with an F and 
an S respectively, and are niunbered from 1 onwards, while contexts are numbered from 1000 
onwards. 

Feamres of no, or limited, archaeological significance were subject to an abbreviated recording 
regime. Feamres which were imquestionably modem were mapped and assigned a feamre number 
only, as context and component descriptions were considered to have no analytical destiny. Where 
such feamres were clearly part of a related group (eg. a line of postholes making up a modern fence 
line), this group was assigned a stmcture number only. 

Features of imcertain date were sample-excavated to recover information regarding their date and 
function. If, upon excavation, these feamres were found to be modem, they were subject to the above 
abbreviated recording procedure. 



3. FIELDWORK RESULTS 

AREA A: Trial Pits 

Seven small trenches (Im x Im) were excavated in Area A on 27th October 1993 in advance of topsoil 
stripping, in order to locate water services feeding an adjacent farm (Pits E-G), and to erect safety 
barriers on either side of overhead power cables (Pits A-D) (Fig 4). The topsoil was removed by 
hand, and the surface of the subsoil cleaned and photographed. During this operation only one 
potential archaeological feature was identified; it was considered to be the edge of a linear feamre. 
This interpretation was confirmed once the topsoil stripping was completed in Area A, as Pit A is 
positioned on the alignment of a field drain (FIO). 

AREA A 

The monitored topsoil stripping of Area A took place in two stages between 23rd May and 9th Jime 
1994. The topsoil in this area had been recently ploughed (depth 0.25-0.35m). An unharvested mamre 
beet crop was present throughout the area. This dark red-brown (Munsell Colour 7.5YR 5/6), clay-
silt ploughsoil was clearly well established, as it was homogeneous and contained very few large 
components, instead contaimng frequent small pebbles and moderate gravel. Although slight 
truncation was necessary in order to remove ploughmarks, the topsoil/subsoil interface was well 
defined. The strong brown (5YR 3/4), clay-silt subsoil displayed rather more variation over the site. 
An increasingly large gravel component towards the northem end made feamre definition more 
problematic. 

List of stmcmres and feamres defined in Area A (Fig 4): 

SI: Line of ten square (0.50m x 0.50m) postholes, spaced at c. 2.0m intervals, aligned north-
south. Each posthole was filled with friable yellowish brown cement with gravel inclusions. 
In the centre of the postholes, a post-socket (0. Im x 0. Im), filled with tarmac, was observed. 

S2: Line of six square postholes (same as SI). 

S3: Line of nine square postholes. Similar to SI, with the exception of the fill, which was found 
to be a mixmre of tarmac and subsoil. 

S4: Brick built sewer duct (man-hole), with associated ditch and waterpipe. The sewer was no 
longer in use, as the duct had been filled with mbble. 

S5: Same as S4. 

S6: Line of five sub-square (0.50m x 0.50m) postholes, spaced at c. 2.0m - 2.5m intervals, 
aligned north-south. Each posthole was filled with mbble, consisting of fragments of brick. 
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tile and cement 

57 Group of three connected field drams (width 0 45m) Two of the drains ran north from 
outside the excavated area, and terminated m the middle of the area The third drain, aligned 
east-west, joined the first two, and then ran east out of the excavated area All three drains 
were filled with clinker (in this case a by-product of glass, rather than iron production) 

58 Line of five sub-circular (0 40 in diameter) postholes, spaced at c 1 Om intervals, aligned 
east-west Each posthole was filled with a mixture of blocks of topsoii and subsoil, as well 
as frequent fragments of twentieth-century ceramics 

59 Group of field drains, similar to S7 

SIO Line of three north-south aligned, rectangular features (width 0 80m, length 3 5m - 5 Om 
minimum) Each feature was filled with a clay and gravel backflll, which contained a large 
quantity of modern material 

F l Tarmac-surfaced road with hardcore preparation (width 4 5m), aligned north-south The 
surface of the road was sealed beneath 0 20 - 0 25m of topsoii 

F2 Square posthole Same as postholes of Si and S2 

F3 Field drain (width 0 45m), aligned north-south Filled with mixed topsoii and subsoil 

F4 Linear feature (width 0 40m), aligned north-south. A two-metre length of this feature was 
excavated, it was found to be c 0 2m deep and U-shaped in profile, and contained modern 
material within a fill which was indistinguishable from the topsoii ''Rut, set with F5 

F5 Same as F4 

F6 Western butt-end of an east-west aligned linear feature Two sections (1 5m) of this feature 
were excavated, one at the butt-end, the other at the eastern end against the edge of the area 
The floor of this feature was found to be concave, and the sides nearly vertical The mid-
brown Slit-clay fill contained modern material (nineteenth-century) 

F7 Sub-rectangular feature, 0 65m wide and 2 2m long This feature was half-sectioned, and was 
found to be 1 Om deep with vertical sides and a flat floor The fill consisted of blocks of 
subsoil mixed with topsoii Nineteenth-century material was identified within the fill ''Slit 
trench 

F8 Broad ditch (1 5m wide), aligned north-south The redeposited clay subsoil and gravel fill of 
this feature contained twentieth-century building material Cut by F9 ''Drain 



F9 Field drain Same as F3 

FIO Field drain Same as F3 

F l 1 Sub-rectangular pit (0 7m wide and 2 Om long) filled with modern building material ''Slit 
trench 

F12 Field drain Same as F3 

F13 Broad curvilinear ditch (1 5m wide) Two 2 Om sections of this feature were excavated The 
ditch was found to be shallow, 0 35m in depth from the subsoil surface, with gently sloping 
sides and a concave bottom The greenish-brown silt fill contained nineteenth-century 
material ''Field boundary 

F14: Sub-square pit (1 Im x 1 Im), filled with rubble consisting of brick, tile and concrete 

F15: Sub-circular pit (0 6m in diameter), filled with modern building material 

F16 Same as F14 

F17 Field drain, running south from the edge of the area, and terminating on the southern side 
Same as the field drains which make up S7 and S9 

F18 Same as F17 

F19 Same as F17 

F20 Field drain (0 6m wide), aligned north-south Filled with mixed redeposited topsoii and 
subsoil fill 

F21 Ditch (0 8m wide), aligned north-south, containing a modern water pipe 

To the north-east of F21, at the north-east end of Area A, the subsoil had been disturbed, and possibly 
redeposited A large amount of late nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century material was 
observed, both in the overlying topsoii and within areas of redeposited subsoil This was considered 
to be the periphery of the late Victorian landfill site referred to in the Brief provided by the NYCC 
Archaeology Section (Appendix B) 
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AREA B 

Monitored topsoil stripping was undertaken in this area in two stages between 21st April 1994 and 9th 
June 1994. The westem end of Area B was grass-covered open ground but, as the ground surface 
sloped down to the east, the vegetation gradually changed into dense long grasses and reeds. The dark 
red-brown (5YR 3/2), sand-silt topsoil was consistent throughout the area. The subsoil at the westem 
end of the site was mid-brown (7.5YR 4/4), and relatively clean and uniform in colour and 
consistency (clay-silt). Beneath the topsoil at the eastem end, several large (c. 2.0m) spreads of clay 
mixed with modern building material were identified. These deposits overlaid a fairly organic silt-
sand layer, and were probably laid down in an attempt to consolidate a very wet and unstable area. 

List of feamres defined in Area B (Fig 6): 

F l : Broad ditch (3.0m wide). This feamre was known to contain a large modem drain, later 
excavated by Trafalgar House Constmction for reinforcement prior to road constmction. 

F2: Small sub-oval pit (0.5m wide and 0.8m long). Upon excavation this feamre was found to 
be shallow (0.25m in depth from the surface of the subsoil), with gently sloping sides. The 
dark reddish-brown fill contained frequent flecks and fragments of charcoal, and several 
sherds of nineteenth-cenmry pottery. 

F3: Recent trackway made up of tractor mts. This feamre could be seen cutting the topsoil as the 
track continued south-east out of Area B. 

F4: ?Tree pit, filled with redeposited clay subsoil and gravel. Cut by F l and F3. 

F5: Field drain (0.4m wide), aligned north-south, containing modem ceramic drain pipes. 

F6: Same as F5. 

Monitored topsoil stripping was abandoned in an area at the eastem end of the site (Fig 6). Although 
the weather was dry, once the mantle of vegetation had been removed, the area immediately filled with 
water preventing the identification of archaeological remains and making fiimre access to the area both 
difficult and hazardous for the contractor. 

4. DISCUSSION 

AREA A 

No features of archaeological significance were identified during topsoil stripping. Although Area A 
is simated at some distance from the medieval centre of Ripon, the total absence of pre-nineteenth-
cenmry features is surprising, given the size of the site. The presence of a Victorian or early 
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nineteenth-cenmry landfill site at the north-east end of the area provides a possible explanation for the 
lack of earlier archaeological activity, as the creation and maintenance of a substantial landfill site may 
well have involved the large-scale remodelling of the surrounding landscape. 

It is worth noting, however, that many of the modem stmcmral feamres identified in this area were 
probably associated with the presence of a First World War army base, which is known to have 
existed in the locality. The road (Fl), and the three lines of square postholes (SI, S2, S3), located 
at the south-west end of the site, could represent the remains of part of a military camp perimeter. 

AREA B 

Area B contained no pre-nineteenth-cenmry archaeological feamres. This absence of activity may be 
due to the marginal, and poorly drained, namre of the area. However, as has been suggested for Area 
A, another possible reason for the absence of earlier archaeological features may be due to the sites 
vicinity to large-scale nineteenth cenmry earthworks; in this case, a railway embankment. 

14 



APPENDIX A 

NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL STANDARD WATCHING BRIEF 

1. The aim of the archaeological watching brief is to enable recording and recovery of 
archaeological remains which are a) affected by proposed development only to a very limited 
and clearly defined extent, b) inaccessible by standard area excavation techniques, or c) of 
lunited unportance or potential. The watching brief should not require constmction work 
within the development site to be held up while archaeological investigation takes place, 
although some developers may give such a facility. 

2. Contractors removing overburden (that is vegetation, mrf, loose stones, mbble, modem sterile 
fill materials. Tarmac, concrete, hardcore, building debris and topsoil) shall be supervised by 
the Archaeologist undertaking the brief. 

3. Overburden should be removed by machine, using a back-acting excavator fitted with a 
toothless, ditching or grading bucket only. Where overburden is exceptionally difficult to lift, 
a toothed bucket may be used temporarily. 

4. The contractors shall inform the Archaeologist of the correct timing and schedule of the 
overburden removal. 

5. Excavation by machine shall proceed only to the permitted depth(s) or soil layers specified by 
the County Archaeological Officer or the supervising archaeologist on site. In certain 
circumstances, subsoils and other soil materials below the overburden may be removed by 
machine but only in areas specified by the Archaeologist on site, and only with constant 
archaeological supervision. 

6. Where stmcmres, soil feamres and finds of archaeological interest are exposed or dismrbed 
by constmction works, the Archaeologist shall be provided with the opportunity to observe, 
clean, assess, and where appropriate hand excavate, sample and record these feamres and 
finds. Heavy plant or excavators shall not be operated in the near vicinity of archaeological 
remains until the remains have been recorded and the Archaeologist on site has given explicit 
permission for operations to recommence at that location. Where archaeological remains are 
observed by contractors or plant operators, they shall immediately notify the Archaeologist. 

7. Upon completion of fieldwork, samples shall be processed and all finds shall be cleaned, 
identified, assessed, spot dated, and properly stored. A field archive shall be compiled 
consisting of all primary written documents, plans, sections and photographs. 

8. A report shall be produced to include background information, a summary of the works 
carried out, a description and interpretation of the findings, and an assessment of the 
importance of the archaeology found. All excavated areas should be accurately mapped with 
respect to nearby fixed stmcmres and roads, and all archaeological feamres should be 
illustrated with appropriately scaled plans or sections. 



APPENDIX B 

FURTHER BRIEF - A61 RIPON BYPASS 

1.0 BACKGROUND 

1.1 The County Surveyor's Department is undertaking the constmction of the A61 bypass around 
the eastem edge of Ripon. The County Sites and Monuments Record lists few feamres of 
archaeological interest close to or along the proposed route of the bypass. A large part of the 
route will be along or adjacent to a disused railway embankment. In the area between 
Bellwood Farm and Knaresborough Road, a few cropmarks indicative of field boundaries and 
possibly an old trackway have been identified from aerial photographs. Between 
Knaresborough Road and Littlethorpe Lane, it is thought that a landfill site may contain late 
Victorian or early twentieth-century mbbish. The route of the link road to the city centre 
passes close to the site of the Medieval hospital of St Mary Magdalen on Magdalen's Road. 
The fiill extent of the hospital complex and its lands is not known, but there is some evidence 
from investigations in 1989 at the Chapel that stmcmres associated with the hospital may 
extend into the Beeches Farm area. 

1.2 Because the potential for dismrbance to significant archaeological remains is limited, it is 
considered that an extensive "watching brief" would be the most appropriate method of 
recording any archaeological remains that are uncovered. The County Archaeology Section 
and Surveyor's Department require an archaeological "watching brief" investigation to be 
undertaken for two defined areas. Area A and B indicated on the accompanying maps. It is 
not felt that the landfill site is of sufficient importance to warrant observation. The 
archaeological work is to be sub-contracted under the constmction contract, but the 
archaeological consultants are to report directly to the Project Engineer in the County 
Surveyor's Department. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

2.1 The aims of the archaeological watching brief are as follows: 

2.1.1 to record any finds, feamres or stmcmres of archaeological interest uncovered by the 
roadworks and obtain information on the presence, extent, character, date and depth 
of these remains; 

2.1.2 to carry out the recording work in a rapid and effective manner so as to minimize any 
delay to the completion of the roadworks; 

2.1.3 to assess the unportance of any remains found. 



3.0 SPECIFIED WORKS 

3.1 As already provided in memo to County Surveyor's Department. 

4.0 VARL\TION TO SCHEDULE OF WORKS 

4.1 Archaeological recording shall not umeasonably delay constmction. Should significant and 
complex remains be uncovered which in the opinion of the archaeologist will take more than 
3 working days in either Area, then the archaeologist shall inform the project engineer in the 
County Surveyor's Department inunediately with a view to re-scheduling works to minimise 
the loss of archaeological information. 

Archaeology Section 14 May 1993 


