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1. Summary 
1.1 Archaeological excavation of the north part of the Market Place has been 

completed. 

1.2 The work was commissioned by Mouchel North Yorkshire and conducted by 
Archaeological Services Uruversity of Durham in accordance with a specification 
provided by the Heritage Unit, County Hall, Northallerton. 

1.3 The excavations indicated the presence of archaeological remains over the 
majority of the area investigated. These consisted of the remains of cobbled 
surfaces and make-up layers from the medieval and post-medieval periods. 
Boundary features and pits were also present. Over the northem part of the site, 
substantial archaeological deposits were identified at depths of up to 1.5m below 
ground level, including rich organic layers in an anaerobic state of preservation. 
Substantial quantities of archaeological artefacts were recovered. 

1.4 Excavation was restricted to the depth of disturbance of the proposed 
development. Archaeological Services recommended that undisturbed deposits 
should be covered with terram and sand before reinstatement. 

1.5 The post-excavation assessment works have begun and are to be completed within 
the specified three month time period. 

1.6 A watching brief is to be conducted during service trenching and tree pit 
excavation around the Market Place. 
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2. Project background 
Location 

2.1 The area of excavation was located at the centre ofRipon at NGR SE 3121 7128. 

Specification 
2.2 The excavation was conducted in accordance with a specification dravm up the 

Heritage Unit, N . Yorks. County Council and a Project Design provided by 
Archaeological Services Uruversity of Durham. 

3. Project Progress 
Dates 

3.1 The excavation was completed between 26th March and 27th April 2001, in 
accordance with the specificaton. 

Personnel 
3.2 The excavation was directed by Peter Came, who also prepared this report, and 

supervised by Daniel Still, both of Archaeological Services University of 
Durham. 

Public involvement 
3.3 The public expressed considerable interest throughout the course of the 

excavation. The significance and progress of the excavations was explained to 
hundreds of people. 

3.4 A notice board was maintained throughout the course of the excavation. An 
interim statement has been provided for updating the noticeboard. 

Media interest 
3 .5 Archaeological Services made three appearances on BBC news and three on Tyne 

Tees news. 

3.6 Results were also reported on the front page of the Ripon Gazette. 

Reporting 
3.7 Excavation progress was reported to Mouchel North Yorkshire and the Heritage 

Unit (NYCC). 

4. The archaeological resource 
4.1 The earliest archaeological features identified on the site consisted of boundary 

features and stakeholes, particularly along the eastem edge of the site, cut into 
natural subsoil. These included a substantial ditch feature. These features were 
earlier than the earliest cobbled surface identified, and were medieval in date. 
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Fairly sterile deposits of sandy soil were identified elsewhere in the excavations 
which may reflect the use of the area before the Market Place was established. 

4.2 A layer of small cobbles was identified over much of the Market Place, the 
earliest formal surface to the Market Place, which is 12th or 13th century in date. 
This layer was not particularly flat. In the southern central part of the area, these 
did not survive. Over the northera and eastem parts of the area, these continued 
below the lowest depth of excavation. Limited dating evidence has been 
recovered from beneath these cobbles. 

4.3 A layer of later, larger cobbles, was identified over these in the eastem area and 
part of the northem area of the Market Place. This layer was slightly flatter than 
the earlier layer, and was separated by a make-up layer that contained quantities 
of pottery and badly preserved animal bone. 

4.4 Deposits of black clay and silt were present over both of these layers of cobbles, 
which contained substantial quantities of artefacts in good condition. Over the 
northera part of the area, substantial depths of deposit were identified, up to 1.5m 
in depth. Investigation of these was limited, although a substantial pit and a 
north-south boundary feature were noted. 

4.5 Quantities of re-deposited natural were present over a large proportion of the 
Market Place. This was probably deposited in the 19th century to level up the 
area (by up to 0.5m) for the constraction of the cobbled surface present in the 19th 
century, which was subsequently covered in concrete. 

4.6 Artefacts present include quantities of medieval and post-medieval pottery, 
exceptional quantities of animal bone, as well as other unexpected fmds, 
including leather shoe fragments, textile fragments, coins, small bone and wooden 
artefacts, and copper alloy decorative artefacts. 

4.7 It is likely that analysis of the stratigraphic record and assemblages will enable a 
substantial contribution to the research objectives outlined in the Project Design. 
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