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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

An archaeological evaluation was carried out by Field Archaeology Specialists Ltd (FAS) in 
association with Mike Griffiths and Associates at Finkle Street, Thirsk on the site of a proposed 
development by Wainhomes. This report presents the results of the fieldwork undertaken between 
July and August 1999. 

This archaeological investigation was iiutially designed as a watching brief but as a result of 
corisultations between Mike Griffiths and Associates and North Yorkshire County Council, the 
investigation was modified into a scheme of evaluation. As a result of this modification, two separate 
operations were carried out consisting of a watching briefs over three areas (Int.2, Int.4 and Int.6), and 
the excavation of three evaluation trenches situated at the northem end of the site (Int.l, Int.3 and 
hit.5). 

1.1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The aim of the project was to evaluate the archaeological potential of the proposed development area. 
It provided an opportunity 

to determine the character of any pre or post-medieval activity at the site 

to investigate the development of the medieval town 

to locate and characterise the putative Borough ditch which the town plan suggested may 
have crossed the site 

to identify and characterise the nature and extent of disturbance at the site from earlier 
development work 

1.2 LOCATION AND LAND USE 

The site lies to the south-east of the market place of the town of Thirsk in an area previously used as 
a nursery behind a row of housing on the south side of Finkle Sfreet (NGR SE 4310 8205). To the east 
of the site runs the small tributary, the Cod Beck with, between the site and the beck, buildings used 
for offices and the local library. Alongside the site on the south-east is a cemetery now disused but 
containing graves dating to the 1950's. To the north and west of the site are houses and to the south, 
beyond the beck, open farmland. Part of the original medieval borough boimdary ditch is thought 
to have been within the area of investigation (Fig.l). 

The site covers an area of c.0.50ha. and at the time of the evaluation all the agricultural buildings and 
greenhouses had been demolished and the ground surface levelled. One area of interest in the north
westem comer of the site survived as an area of higher ground, approximately l.Om above the 

T H E UNIVERSITY^^•^ j fe . 



FASfst03flgl.dwg 

429 431 432 

429 431 432 

100m 

H « f f r t w k ^ r t f r o « t h « l M p « r p l » n a - ^ n c « S u r v « y w p • l i t ' tK« p»rwl«»k>n of Th» Con*o<l»f o f HM I f U o n J r y O f f t e « igt C r o . n eopyr ly i t J u n * I W F » m fcrchmoiogy S p T c M U t i L t d t>Mv»r»i<n e» Tort. K>ip« Manor Torti L IcmC* Wa » L j e 3 7 S * 

Finkle Street Thirsk Map showing the location of the site Scale 1 2500 A Figure 1 

Fleld Archaeology Specialists Ud 



FAS_(st03.wpd 

surrounding ground surface. Most of the houses which fronted onto Finkle Sfreet stood on the higher 
ground. 

Before any archaeological investigations were carried out some preparatory groundworks had already 
been completed. Apart from the demoUtion of buildings, an access road had been laid between the 
site enfrance and the office compound (later tarmacked), the main arterial water drains had been 
installed and some of the building foundation trenches dug out. Fiuther groundworks were covered 
by the watching brief. 

2.0 HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

This review of documentary sources provides the historical background of Thirsk while the 
cartographic evidence from the late 18th century to the present day shows the recent development 
of the site itself. 

2.1 DOCUMENTARY BACKGROUND 

The town of Thirsk lines the banks of a small river known as the Cod Beck. It is situated between two 
major medieval routes, to the east the road from York to the port of Yarm and to the west, the road 
from Topcliffe to Scotland. The town is separated into two halves with Old Thfrsk to the east and 
New Thirsk to the west. Old Thirsk is situated along a straight section of the York to Yarm road, Long 
Sfreet, and around St James' Green, the site of a now demoUshed chapel of that dedication, possibly 
built as early as 1145 (VCH 1913, 61). Burgage plots Une both sides of Long Sfreet. New Thfrsk is 
arranged around the Mcirket Place, with the site of the Nonnan castie of the Mowbrays to the west, 
and a second motte site to the north-east by the Cod Beck. 

Thfrsk has been divided into two at least since the time of Edward the Confessor (though the divisions 
may differ geographically). In 1086, Domesday listed two manors for Thirsk, one manor held by the 
king, the other by Hugh son of Baldric. Hugh's successor, Robert de Stuteville, forfeited his lands to 
the King in 1106 after the battie of Tenchebrai. EventuaUy his barony was awarded to Niel Daubeney 
(Nigel d'Aubigny) with some of the Stuteville lands at Thirsk. The remainder of this manor (how the 
land was divided is not clear) was retained by the crown (VCH 1913,62; Greenway 1972, xxiii). Niel's 
son and heir was Roger de Mowbray, a benefactor who founded both Bylands Abbey and Newburgh 
Priory, as well as supporting many other financial institutions including Fountains Abbey. By the 12* 
century Thirsk had acquired a castle, borough status and a market. 

Tracing the development of Thirsk is difficult for several reasons. There are few medieval standing 
remains, and little archaeological investigation has been carried out. No description of the castle, in 
particular how much of the modem tovm it encompassed, has yet been found. 

It is not known exactly when borough status was granted to Thirsk, or precisely to which area of the 
town it related since the charter does not seem to have survived. Henry II referred to it as one of his 
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demesne boroughs, and the manor was in his possession for a time after 1106. However, the borough 
has since been referred to in documentation as a mesne borough, held by the local lord (VCH 1913, 
61). Two other charters, of the honour of Mowbray, mention the existence of the borough in the 1150s, 
but unfortunately neither documents are descriptive, nor can they be wholly relied upon (Greenway 
1972, xxiv). Grainge (1859) quotes the charter of Newburgh Priory, dated to 1145 as proof of the 
borough being located in New Thirsk. The document allows the men of Newburgh fhe freedom of 
the borough, and identifies Old Thfrsk as the 'viUage', where St James' Chapel stood, leaving New 
Thfrsk as the borough. However, Grainge himself then questions how the borough could have 
changed location from New to Old Thfrsk (presumably the location at the time of the 1832 Reform Act 
when the entirety of the town was brought into the borough). This interpretation of the charter of 
Newburgh Priory does not appear in Greenway's work (1972). 

In confradiction to Grainge, there is a much larger body of evidence for the borough being sited in Old 
Tlursk. Records of the borough court have survived from the late 14* century and the 17* century 
onwards. Tfiis court appears to have been distinct from the manorial court, which was held in the 
Tollbooth, a building which stood in the Market Place in New Thirsk until it was desfroyed by fire 
in 1834. Evidence of there having been two distinct admirusfrative centres can also be found in the 
17* century, when there were two constables, one for the borough and one for the vill (Grainge 1859, 
91). The 1856 OS map locates the pinfold of the borough (a pen for cattie or sheep) to be at the 
southem end of St James' Green, and though this feature does not appear on either the 1796 map, the 
1843 tithe map or the 1912 OS map, it does appear on the 1987 OS map as Pinfold Place. The VCH, 
quoting as its source Dugdales' Monasticon Anglicanum (1655) states that in 1145 the borough appeared 
to be on the eastem side of the Cod Beck, in Old Thfrsk with a settiement on the west bank growing 
up around the bailey of the castie. Grainge himself quotes the Liber Regis (he does not identify the 
exact source) as locating St. James' Chapel (by then demolished) in the borough town of Old Thirsk. 
The Historic Town Study for Thirsk (Tyler 1976-78) is quite definite in identifjdng Old Thirsk as the 
borough, though it does not present any supporting evidence for this. Fairs have been held in Old 
Thirsk since at least 1293, and the borough as described in the Charter of Newburgh Priory had an 
established market (VCH 1913, 61). There are also surviving burgage plots in Old Thirsk on Long 
Stteet. 

Although the evidence presented is not conclusive, it would appear at present that the borough was 
probably located in Old Thfrsk and that New Thirsk grew from a manorial vill. The origins and form 
of this vill are not yet known, though it is probably closely related to the development of the castle, 
situated at the westem end of the Market Place. 

Little is known as yet of the details of the castle, not even when it was consttucted. There are only a 
few earthworks remaining and the lack of documentation leaves only archaeological investigation, 
Uttie of which has taken place. Possibly the earUest relevant documentation is the Pipe Roll of 1130, 
stating that Thirsk Castle was manned by two permanent staff, a porter and a watchman (Greenway 
1972,lx). In 1174 the castie was besieged and taken after Roger de Mowbray had fought against Henry 
II in the revolt of 1173. By 1176 ft had been desfroyed. Edmimd Bogg (1909,10) suggests that this was 
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by fire given the lack of remains, although this is not substantiated (Greenway 1972,xxx). 

Cathcart-King in his Castellarum Anglicarum suggests that the area now known as the Market Place 
may have been a burgus enclosure for the castle although he offers no evidence upon which to base 
this idea (1983,535). Grainge describes the arrangement of the castle, presumably based on surviving 
earthworks. He states that the earth removed in digging the moat was thrown inwards, the area 
inside the ridge created by tfiis earth being still visible at the time of writing (1859) and forming the 
outer court, or bailey of the castle. This area, he says, was about four acres, the eastem end of which 
was covered by the town, extending north towards the stabling of Thirsk Hall, at the northem end 
of Kirkgate. Grainge does not specify the location of the southem and westem boimdaries since they 
were then mainly on open ground and apparently easily ttaceable. In 1856, while a sewer was being 
dug from Kirkgate to the Cod Beck via Finkle Sfreet, a discovery was made of a ditch in Kirkgate, 
reportedly sixteen feet deep and identified at the time as the castle moat (Grainge 1859, 111). Two 
large pieces of blackened timber were found in the ditch. This location would tally with an enclosed 
area extending out into the area of New Thirsk from Kirkgate towards the south although the four 
acres would by no means cover the entire Market Place. It is possible, however, that beyond the outer 
castle bailey (of four acres) there was then the vill, either with or without a defensive ditch or bank. 
There is a suggestion that the building of the castle moved the settlement of the time away from the 
area around St. Mary's Church (at the northem end of Kirkgate) to the present location of the Market 
Place (Clark 1995; Tyler 1976-8). 

Possible ridge and furrow overlying a dark silty layer containing charcoal was found beneath the clay 
of the Town Bank on Pick's Lane (Clark 1991; 1995). Comparing the level of the ridge and furrow 
layer with the layers found within the Castle Garth, Clark suggested that the ridge and furrow was 
contemporary to the building of the castle. Clark also found early Saxon burials on the site of the 
electticity sub-station off Westgate, to the south of the Castie Garth. She states that pre-conquest 
settlement is estabUshed and, if this is the case, it would appear that the castle was built on a settled 
site which was either moved further east to form the vill (similar to planted settlements) or the vill 
sprang up of its own accord due to the heightened ttading activities associated with the building of 
a castle. Two watcfiing briefs by York Archaeological Tmst in the Heriot Cenfre Car Park and 
Cemetery Road in 1998 did not produce any supporting evidence. 

2.2 CARTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 

fri 1796 the area appears to be under agricultural use, probably seasonal meadow. By 1843 the Tithe 
map suggests that it is still agricultural land but with a farm frack and a few buildings scattered 
around the edge of the field, fri 1850 a chapel of the Independents and an associated school were built 
between the beck and the site. By 1856 (Fig.2) the site itself had become more organised with further 
field division between new farm ttacks, and a group of long greenhouses built in the north-western 
corner. Further horticultural development appears to have taken place by 1912 (Fig.3), by which time 
an orchard had been planted at the southem end of the site, although it is possible that the orchard 
is earlier and is represented by the smaller parcels of land seen by 1856. 
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Fig.2: Exttact from the Ordnance Survey 6" map 1856 
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By 1912 the town of Thirsk had become weU developed with both residential and commercial 
properties bounding the site on three sides. It would appear that the site itself was unsuitable for 
development, presumably either because of seasonal ground conditions (the flooding of Finkle Stteet 
is rieported as late as 1979 (Lilly 1986)), or because the land was unavaUable (presumably the 
commerdal use of the land was successful). None of the available maps throw any Ught on the 
survival of archaeological remains in the area, whether banks or ditches. 

3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 

3.1 TOPSOIL STRIPPING AND PILING 

A watching brief was maintained in the south-eastem comer of the site (Int.2) during topsoil 
stripping for an access road and security compound (Fig.4). TopsoU stripping was carried out over 
an area of 1305m2 using a mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket in order to 
achieve a clean working surface. Apart from a shaUow spread of brick and mortar with spreads of 
glass and flower pot fragments from the recentiy demoUshed greenhouses, a rich humic topsoU, 0.40-
0.50m thick was removed onto clean brown sandy clay. When tested, this clay proved to be natural 
subsoil and no archaeological features or deposits were defined other than a brick vaulted culvert 
which crossed the site from east to west. This was thought to be 19th century in date, probably for 
draining water from buildings to the south of the market place into the Beck. 

In the middle of the site another watching brief was undertaken during foundation piling (Int.4) for 
the houses (Fig.4). Although further piling was carried out elsewhere on the site, the area chosen for 
monitoring was considered to be in a more sensitive area since it crossed the projected line of the 
Borough ditch. In total, over a dozen piling caps were observed in an area 20m x 10m. Each pile was 
approximately 0.40m in diameter and was driven through the ground to a depth of 10.00m - 13.50m 
depending upon ground conditions. Observation of the upcast ejected from the piling machine could 
not confirm the presence of any archaeological remains. Conditions were poor and most of the upcast 
came up in a very disturbed and wet condition. Only differences in the thicker, variable geological 
sfrata were noted. 

3.2 GEOTECHNICAL TEST PTTS 

A ground investigation survey of the north-westem comer of the site (Int.6) was undertaken by 
specialist conttactors and archaeologicaUy monitored by FAS (Fig.4). The ground works consisted 
of four small macfiine cut test pits opened to assess the load bearing stability of the ground. 

Each pit was opened with a narrow toothed bucket fitted to the back-acting arm of a JCB. The depth 
of each pit varied from 1.20m - 1.40m, but they were too small and the ground too unstable to allow 
any hand excavation. Consequently, the general deposit sequence was recorded from observations 
taken on the surface, these are tabulated below. 
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3.2.1 Test Pit Results 

Table 1: Test Pit 1 (frit.6), 32.10m AOD at the surface 

Identity Depth (m) from surface Description 
Made ground 0.00-0.30 consists of mixed angular gravel, 

crushed brick and building debris 

Made ground 0.30-1.30 loose fragments of brick, mortar, 
sand and broken, glass 

Subsoil 1.30 wet gravelly sandy clay 

Table 2: Test Pft 2 (Uit.6), 32.15m A O D 

Identity Depth (m) from surface Description 

Made ground 0.00-0.25 loose broken bricks and general 
building debris 

Made ground 0.25-0.45 clean builders sand 

Topsoil 0.45-0.75 dark brown sandy silty clay, 
contained crushed building debris 

Made ground 0.75-1.20 clayey sand with building debris 

Subsoil 1.20 heavy, stiff red clay 

Table 3: Test Pit 3 (Int.6), 32.74m 

Identity Depth (m) from surface Description 

Made ground 0.00-0.60 loose broken bricks and general 
building debris 

Topsoil 0.60-0.80 dark brown silty sandy clay, 
contained cmshed building debris 

Subsoil 0.80 heavy, stiff red clay 

Table 4: Test Pft 4 (Int.6), 32.73m 

Identity Depth (m) from surface Description 

made ground 0.00-0.20 loose fragments of brick, mortar, 
sand and glass 

made ground 0.20-1.00 mixed soil which contained broken 
bricks and general building debris 

subsoil 1.00 heavy, stiff red clay 
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4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 

4.1 EXCAVATION PROCEDURE 

frit.l and Int.5 were narrow evaluation ttenches located along the edge of an apparent embankment 
at the north-westem side of the site. Int.3 was situated on relatively flat, low lying ground at the 
enttance to the site. AU the evaluation ttenches were positioned in order to locate the Borough ditch 
or other archaeological remains in areas undisturbed by the preUminary groundworks. 

Within frit.l and Int.5 the long section through the built up ground was the principal archaeological 
record of each narrow machine cut ttench, although archaeological remains were also recorded in 
plan. Features defined in plan which were considered to be 19* century or later were located and 
described but were not excavated. Records (written, drawn and photographic) were made of all 
archaeological deposits (Appendix A). 

A local site grid was estabUshed for recording purposes based upon stations already identified by the 
developers' surveyors. Thefr grid was rectified onto the Ordnance Survey grid from the comers of 
nearby buildings. Al l co-ordinates expressed Ln this report refer to the site grid, alignments are 
expressed with reference to the OS and all heights are referred to as above Ordnance Datum. 

The recording system employed followed Field Research Protxdure (Carver 1990), the standard 
operating system employed by FAS in which contexts are numbered starting from C1000 and features 
from F l . 

Soil samples from selected deposits were taken for environmental assessment. Finds were processed 
and recorded prior to assessment. The results of these assessments are summarised below and the 
fuU reports are presented in Appendices B-D. 

4.2 EXCAVATION RESULTS 

4.2.1 Intervention 1 

A french extending towards the middle of the site was cut from near the westem edge for a length of 
approximately 18.00m. It followed the edge of an embankment and included a slight dog-leg halfway 
along. 

The ttench, aligned north-east/south-west, was excavated directly to the base of a buried soil by 
machine fitted with a ditching bucket. The section was then hand-cleaned and the ttench base, only 
2.00m wide, was shovel scraped in order to define any further deposits. Once recording was complete 
a further spit was removed from the base of the french using the ditching bucket in order to expose 
the subsoil, coiftirm its status and check for a ditch at the eastem end. When tested, the stiff clay 
beneath the buried soil proved to be subsoil which in plan extended the full length of the Intervention. 
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The recorded archaeological deposits are presented below (Table 5, Fig.5). 

The subsoil consisted of a yellowish brown stony sandy clay (C1013). It was overlain by a band of 
buried soil (ClOll) exposed in section along the eastem end of the ttench which was excavated into 
subsoil. C lOl l was a relatively stone free brown loam with a smooth texture containing flecks of 
charcoal. In section it appeared as a relatively level horizontal band 0.30m thick, but contained no 
finds. 

A bank, F12, which had been built over the buried soil, fticluded material derived from at least three 
distinct sources, although the barJc itself appears to belong to a single phase of consttuction. 

Towards the back of the bank the makeup consisted of dumps of clay subsoil (C1005, C1006 and 
C1007). Further east and sttatigraphically above the clay makeup was a substantial dump of loose 
stones contained in a wet sandy matrix (C1009). Most of the stones were of a uniform size, rounded, 
and must have been taken from the nearby beck or quarried from locally available river terrace 
deposits. C1009 had no stmcture and coUapsed from the section during the evaluation. Overlying 
C1009 was a dump of red brovm silty loam (ClOlO), perhaps used to face the bank in an attempt to 
stabUise the loose makeup behind. 

F12 survived to a height of at least 1.50m and was over 17m wide. At the eastem end it appeared to 
continue beyond the end of the ttench and at the westem end it was cut by a substantial kiln. No 
finds were recovered from the bank's makeup. 

Superficial deposits which overlay the bank included at the eastem end a number of loamy layers 
(C1004/C1008, C1012) and at tine westem end a kUn. C1004/C1008 and C1012 consisted of layers of 
mixed material primarily composed of topsoil but also intermixed with cmshed limestone and 
building debris (brick, glass, concrete etc.). The character of this set of contexts suggest they were 
spreads of redeposited soil. 

Two features cut C1004/C1008, a small clay lined kiln (Fl) and a deep pit or ttench (F2). F l had been 
truncated but it consisted of a pit, 5.00m wide and 1.10m deep, part of which had been backfilled 
(C1002) to support the fabric of the kifri. A thfti clay liiung (ClOOO) formed the skfti of the kiln, 0.08m 
thick. Hand cleaning of the ttench base revealed the remains of a narrow flue, 0.50m wide and at least 
1.20m long. In section the kiln had a funnel-shaped profile, 1.90m wide. The infill of the kiln 
consisted of a mixed clay loam (ClOOl) with fragments of brick, patches of clean sand and flecks of 
charcoal. A segment of F l was excavated but did not produce any datable material, however, its 
sttatigraphic position and character suggest that it is of 19* century date at the earliest. 

F2 situated near the summit of the bank was a deep, narrow pit, 0.60m wide and 1.30m deep, it 
contained a loose dark loamy matrix, mixed with larger lumps of building debris. F2 is probably a 
small pit or posthole but is situated at the interface of two distinct types of bank material, C1005 and 
C1009. 
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Table 5: INTERVENTION 1 - Summary of context records 

Context Identity Feature Description 
1000 makeup 1 day lining of kiln, red on interior 2.5YR 4/6 and dusky red on exterior 

2.5YR 3/2,0.08m thick 
1001 fiU 1 red brown clay loam 7.5YR 3/2, contained crushed brick, patches of 

sand and some charcoal, limestone flecks of kiln floor, l.OOm deep 
1002 fiU 1 re-deposited greyish brown loam, contained crushed building debris, 

0.25m thick 
1003 fill 2 dark grey loam 5YR 3/1, contained lumps of clean yeUow clay, large 

stones, bricks and broken brick fragments, 1.30m thick 
1004 layer topsoil of stiff red brovm sUty loam 7.5YR 3/2, max 0.45m thick 
1005 dump 12 firm brown stony sUty clay 7.5YR 4/2, contained flecks of limestone, 

max 0.85m thick 
1006 dump 12 firm dark brown sUty clay lOYR 3/2, contained lumps of heavy yellow 

clay, flecks of charcoal and limestone, max 0.60m thick 
1007 dump 12 stiff piiUcy red clay 2.5YR 3/4 mixed with a yellower clay at east end, 

max 0.95m thick 
1008 layer topsoU equivalent to 1004, max 0.20m thick 
1009 dump 12 loose predominantly rounded stones within a sand matrix 7.5YR 4/2, 

max 1.10m thick 

1010 dump 12 red brown sUty loam 7.5YR 3/2, smooth texture contained flecks of 
charcoal and patches of grey loam, max 0.70m thick 

1011 layer a buried soi4f brown loamy 7.5YR 4/2, 0.30m thick 

1012 layer brown sUty loam 7.5YR 3/2, contained buUding debris and flecks of 
limestone 

1013 subsoil yeUow grey sandy clay lOYR 5/6, sUghfly stony and coarse 

Table 6: INTERVENTION 1 - Summary of features 

Feature Identity Contexts Dimensions (m) Profile 

1 kihi 1000 10011002 cut 5.00 x 1.10, kiln 2.00 x 1.10 U-shaped 

2 pit 1003 0.60 X 1.30 V-shaped 

12 bank 1005 1006 10071009 1010 1.50 high, min 17.00m long Dump 

4.2.2 Intervention 3 

In the north-eastem comer of the site a small ttench 10m x 3m was opened, close to the site enttance 
and parallel to the access road which lead to the security compound. This french orientated north-
south was opened by machine and carefuUy cleaned with the leading edge of a ditching bucket. 
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No archaeological remains were discovered in Int.3 but it produced similar results to the watching 
brief area to the south (Int.2). A deep, rich hunuc soil, 0.40-0.50m thick, was found to overlie a clean 
and sterile brown clay subsoil. 

4.2.3 Intervention 5 

Int.5 was intended as an eastward extension of the evaluation ttench across the middle of the site 
(Int.l). It was offset some distance to the north of Int.l, but situated along the edge of the raised 
ground and also in an area not disturbed by groundworks (Fig.4). 

Initially a ttench approximately 17m x 2m was excavated using a ditching bucket, against the side of 
the embankment through onto subsoil. It was cleaned and recorded ui the same maimer as Int.l. 

The eastem side contained two small brick-lined wells and an accumulation of made-up ground 
which overlay a ditch. Above the subsoU was a layer of buried soil sealed by more bank make-up. 
Dumps of make-up identified in Int.5 were equivalent to deposits from Int.l. 

Within Int.5 two sondages (Fig.6) were cut with a ditching bucket at either end of the ttench to test 
the subsoil. The sondage at the eastem end was dug through the made-up ground in order to locate 
the ditch. In section, the sondage produced some medieval pottery from a sequence of deposits which 
represented the backfiUs of part of a large ditch (FIO) recorded in the adjacent cutting as F7. As a 
result of this discovery the eastem end of the trench was widened and extended up to the available 
working limit in order to investigate these deposits. Careful hand cleaning of the ttench surface 
defined only the westem edge of a large ditch, since the eastem edge lay beyond the edge of the 
ttench, beneath the access road. 

On the southem side of Int.5, a small cutting 1.50m x 8.00m was excavated. Only this small sample 
was available due to a combination of the narrow working space and the depth of the excavations, 
but once the deposits in the cutting had been excavated to a depth of 0.65m the working area was 
reduced further because of concems raised by consultant engineers with respect to the nearby 
foundation piles. As a result, only an area some 1.50m x 2.00m was excavated to the subsoil at the 
base of the ditch, F7. 

Excavations of the ditch were carefully carried out with hand tools, although working conditions were 
difficult with water seeping across the working surfaces, particularly at the lower depths and filling 
the excavations each everdng. 

The cuts of two ditches were contained within the excavated segment. At the westem end a ditch re
cut was discovered, F8, which consisted of a broad, possibly U-shaped cut c.5m wide. The backfill, 
C1030, was removed in a series of three spits to a depth of 0.65m, but further investigations were 
abandoned when the working area was reduced to just a test pit. The Umer edge of F8 was cut agafrist 
stifi clay subsoU (C1037) but the outer edge cut the later fill of F7 (C1031). 
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C1030 was a uniform dark grey-brown sandy silt clay which contained flecks of charcoal, some stone 
and a quantity of pottery and arumal bone. A range of fuU medieval wares which included York 
Glazed, Scarborough Ware and some plain gritted wares were discovered in C1030. However, it also 
contained a quantity of later medieval pottery (Reduced Green ware and Hambleton ware) which 
suggests that the cUtch was re-cut in the early 15* century, although a slightly earlier date is possible 
(Vyner 1999, Appendix B). 

The surface of C1030 was the base of the ttench but overlying it in the section was a deep deposit of 
made-up ground C1024, consistent with discoveries on the northem side of the ttench. (Fig. 7 shows 
C1024 projected forward onto the ditch section). Later pottery from the upper levels of C1030 (spit 
1) also suggest that some contamination of the ditch fUl has occurred as a result of site clearance. 

Excavation of F7 revealed a similar, but not identical sequence of deposits to those already recorded 
in the ditch section of the adjacent sondage (FIO). The ditch (F7) was flat bottomed and at least l.OOm 
deep, although it is likely that at least a further mette of sttata had been removed by clearance and 
levelling on the site. The shape of the profile and the width of the ditch was not recorded since the 
edges had been cut by later features, (F8 the ditch re-cut and F9 a recent drain respectively), but from 
observations in the french it is Ukely to be at least 8.00m wide (Fig.8). 

F7 contained a sequence of deposits C1031 to C1036. 

C1036, the primary ditch fUl, was a dark grey dense clay, 0.10m thick with very few stone inclusions, 
which peeled away from the coarser, stonier subsoil. The entire deposit was saturated and retained 
a sttong organic odour. It appears to be a fine clay derived from the weathered sides of the ditch 
itself. 

A thin band of iron pan was noted between C1036 and C1035. C1035, a dark grey, sticky silty clay, 
contained flecks of charcoal and coarse fragments of iron pan concretions. This deposit was relatively 
thick, 0.20m, and was removed in spits. C1032 was a dark grey sandy silt clay with relatively thick 
but localised patches of finely comminuted charcoal spread throughout the deposit. The upper fill 
of F7 was a mixed deposit of brovm sandy silt clay and a stiff, dark reddish brovm clay (C1031). It 
contauied distinctive lumps of red clay which could be the remaiiw of re-deposited subsoil from a 
former bank. 

A small pottery assemblage from the backfill of F7 suggest that the backfiU, and possibly the 
constmction, of this feature occurred sometime during the 13* century. Both plain wares and fine 
wares were recovered, although plain wares dominate the sequence. Plain ware fabric types (eg. 
Lightly Gritted ware and Winksley) were present from the primary fill onwards, but Fine Gritted 
fabrics and fine wares orUy appear later in the sequence (Vyner 1999, Appendix B). C1035 also 
produced a smaU heavily corroded copper alloy object. It is a small spoon-shaped object with a 
perforation in the centte of the bowl, this could be an apothecary's or chemist's powder measure (LAS 
Butler pers. comm.). 
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Fig.9: Copper AUoy object from C1035. Scale 1:1. (D Hopkms) 

Bulk soU samples (10 Utte buckets) were recovered from each context of F7. Samples from the primary 
fill (C1036) and lower ditch fill (C1035) were sent for assessment in order to estabUsh their 
envfronmental potential (Hastie 1999, Appendix D). No organic material was present in the samples 
analysed, although tiie presence of rich phosphate concretions in each would suggest that they were 
originaUy relatively rich in orgardc remains. 

On the westem side of Int.5 a bank (Fli) overlay a band of buried soil, C1022,0.30-0.40m thick. This 
smooth textured dark brown silty sand layer marked a distinct horizon beneath the bank and above 
the stiff, heavy subsoil (C1037), it contained flecks of charcoal but no finds. 

Approximately 5m of bank material lay within Int.5, surviving to a height of 0.95m above the buried 
soil. F i l consisted of two dumps of makeup, C1021 and C1022. C1021 was made of loose rounded 
stones within an unstable sandy matrix (equivalent to C1009, Int.l), also sterile. C1020, a redeposited 
subsoil, overlay C1021 and was a very stiff, stony red brown clay. 

Between the ditch and the bank and situated on relatively flat ground were two modem brick-lined 
wells, F3 and F4, although F4 had actually been dug through the edge of F8, the re-cut ditch itself. 
Both features were recorded in plan but were not further investigated. 

A constmction pit, F5, for the well, F3, was recorded in section to the west of the well, further east the 
cut had been destroyed by levelling. F5, 0.85m deep, consisted of a wide but shallow cut 
approximately 4.50m radius dug through the end of the bank (Fil). It had been filled with a stiff, silty 
clay, C1016, and a sandy clay, C1038, both containing charcoal and occasional fragments of broken 
brick, tile and coal. 

F3 was 2.80m in diameter and was consttucted of bricks set flat around the circumference of the well. 
A total of seven brick courses were noted in section consisting of one course set as header bond and 
the lower three courses set as sttetcher bond. The bonding material was a sandy mortar. The interior 
face of the well was lined with a solid Ume mortar 0.05m thick, and the outer face was sealed by an 
exceptionally dense, heavy brown clay, C1025, 0.20m wide which itself was no deeper than the 
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seventh course of bricks exposed in section. The infill inside the well (C1014) contained a quantity 
of loose rubble (brick, tile, wood etc) lying in puddles of standing water. 

F4 had n9,̂ obvious constmction pit and no sttatigraphic relationship with F3. It lay approximately 
2m to the east of F3 and was a smaller well, 1.50m in diameter, consisting of loose bricks arranged in 
a header bond but set on edge and with no bonding material. No lining material was applied to either 
side of the well. The infill, C1015, also contained loose rubble (glass, brick and lumps of concrete). 

Analysis of the bricks from each weU suggest that they both belong to the late 18* to early 19* 
cenmry, their size centtes around 235 x 110 x 73mm. The brick from F4 had a Ume wash on two 
surfaces perhaps suggesting that it had been re-used, but neither brick was a waster. 

Sealing the wells and extending further east, over the ditch and to the edge of the ttench were two 
thick deposits of made-up ground over 1.15m thick. C1023 and C1024 both contaftied significant 
quantities of broken building material (brick, mortar, glass and thick patches of sand) representing 
spreads of recent rubble used to level the ground. 

Overlying the made-up ground and extending over the bank (Fil) was a thin layer of topsoil (C1018 
and C1019) which consisted of a grey brown sUty loam. One feature cut the topsoil at the top of the 
bank. F6, C1017, was a modem mbbish pit, 1.20m in diameter and l.OOm deep which contained a 
small amount of brick, tile and lumps of burnt clay and charcoal. 

Table 7: INTERVENTION 5 - Summary of context records 

1 

Context Identity Feature Description 
1014 fill 3 grey brown loam, contained buUding debris, min 0.40m thick 
1015 fiU 4 very dark grey clayey sand lOYR 3/1 with gravel and rubble (glass, 

brick and concrete) 
1016 fiU 5 stift, red brown sUty clay 5YR 3/2, max 0.57m thick 
1017 fill 6 firm dark brown sandy clay 7.5YR 3/2, contained flecks of charcoal 

and occasional lumps of bumt clay, max 0.90m thick 

1018 layer grey brown sUty loam topsoU, 0.30m thick 
1019 layer topsoU equivalent to 1018,0.10m thick 

1020 dump 11 stiff, stony red brown clay 2.5YR 5/4, contained lumps of pinky clay, 
max 0.80m thick 

1021 dump 11 loose, predominantly rounded stones within a sandy matrix 7.5YR 
4/2, 0.50m duck 

1022 layer a buried soU of brown sUty sandy loam lOYR 3/3, relatively stone free 
with occasional flecks of charcoal, 0.30-0.40m thick 

1023 layer greyish brown sandy silty clay 
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Context Identity Feature Description 

1024 layer mbced layer contained patches of sand lOYR 6/6, brick, gravel, cement 
and red day in a dark grey brown sandy sUt clay matrix lOYR 3/2, 
max 0.90m fliick 

1025 fill 3 heavy stiff brown day 7.5YR 3/3, contained very few inclusions 

1026 fiU 10 dense dark brown sandy sUt day 7.5YR 3/2, contained a few flecks of 
charcoal and some pottery, 0.60m thick 

1027 fiU 10 red brown sandy clay lOYR 4/3 streaked with brownish yellow flecks 
of day, 0.30m thick 

1028 fil l 10 dark grey sandy day lOYR 3/1,0.20m thick 

1029 fiU 10 dark grey sUty clay lOYR 3/1, dense and very sticky, 0.12m thick 

1030 fiU 8 sandy sUt clay lOYR 3/2,0.65m tiiick 

1031 fill 7 a grey brown sandy sUt clay matrix lOYR 3/2, but contained lumps of 
red brown day SYR 3/3, min 0.15m thick 

1032 fiU 7 dark grey sUt sand day 7.5YR 4/1 with patches of charcoal staining, 
0.08m thick 

1033 fiU 7 brown sandy day 7.5YR 4/2 with specks of iron staining, 0.50m thick 

1034 fiU 9 greyish brown clayey sUt sand lOYR 4/2,0.50m thick 

1035 fiU 7 dark grey silty clay 7.5YR 3/1, stiff texture but contained mineral 
concretions, charcoal, 0.20m thick 

1036 fill 7 dark grey day 7.5YR 3/1, wet with sttong organic odour, contained 
mineral concretions, max 0.10m thick 

1037 subsoU stiff, red brown stony clay 

1038 fill 5 dark brown sandy clay 7.5YR 3/2, contained brick, tUe and coal, 
0.45m tiiick 

Table 8: INTERVENTION 5 - Summary of features 

Feature Identity Contexts Dimensions(m) Profile 

3 weU 1014 1025 2.80m diam n/a 

4 well 1015 1.50m diam n/a 

5 pit 1016 1038 min 4.50m radius, 0.85m deep U-shaped 

6 pit 1017 1.20 X 1.00 U-shaped 

7 ditch 10311032 1033 1035 1036 min 4.00 x 1.10 ? U-shaped 

8 ditch (re-cut) 1030 5.00 X min. 0.65 ? U-shaped 

9 drain 1034 min. 1.50 x 0.40 not known 

10 ditch (sondage) 1026 10271028 1029 min. 0.90m deep not known 

11 bank 1020 1021 min. 5.00 x l.OOm high dump 
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5.0 ASSESSMENT 

Little is known about the layout or development of the town of Thirsk, but this limited investigation 
has revealed an important episode in the growth of the town. Substantial archaeological remains 
were discovered which consisted of a large bank and ditch which were consttucted some time in the 
late 12* or early 13* cenmry and apparentiy redefined by a re-cut ditch no later than the 15* Cenmry. 
It is likely that this ditch defined an enclosed settlement area, perhaps associated with the castle. The 
ditch and bank would also have offered some protection against the flooding of the Cod Beck. 
Exttapolation of this probable ditch and bank boundary, based on the layout of the modem town, 
suggests that it enclosed an area of c.4.6ha. centted on the market place and boimded by Chapel Stteet 
and Castlegate on the southem and westem sides respectively, and the rear boundaries of possible 
burgage plots elsewhere (Fig.lO). 

The absence of pre-13th cenmry finds from the buried soil sealed beneath the bank, the bank makeup 
and the ditch fills suggests the defences were raised on land previously unoccupied and probably, 
therefore, under agricultural use. The presence of a level soil profile, recorded in both evaluation 
ttenches suggest that ridge and furrow type cultivation was not practised in this area, although it is 
possible that the ground level was altered in preparation for the ditch and bank. 

The ditch contained a small but useful pottery assemblage as little archaeological excavation has 
previously been undertaken in the town. Evidence recovered from the excavation of the ditch 
suggest, at least in the early stages, it was used as a midden or open sewer. Rubbish thrown into the 
ditch appears to have included cess and domestic refuse. The Umited range of pottery forms and the 
relatively high proportion of plain wares it contained suggest that activity, at least in this area, was 
of Umited stams. 

The bank, constmcted of re-deposited clay subsoil and material quarried out of the nearby Cod Beck, 
has been ttuncated, it may even have been slighted prior to the 15* Cenmry, since lumps of similar 
red clay were present in the upper levels of the ditch fill (FT). However, most of the dismrbance 
recorded in section appears to have occurred relatively recently eind probably since the 18* cenmry. 
At this time it is likely that the back of the bank was leveUed to create a raised flat terrace. By the 19* 
cenmry a kiln, two wells and other feamres appear, most probably associated with the horticultural 
use of the site recorded on the maps. As a result of this activity and the later clearance of the 
greenhouses and ancillary buildings, the bank and particularly the upper fill of the ditch (F7 and F8) 
were truncated. 

Future opportunities to investigate this probable settlement enclosure should refine the hypothesised 
position of the ditch and bank boundary. Any such future uivestigation also has the potential of 
recovering fairly large, sttatified pottery and animal bone assemblages from primary deposits within 
the ditch, analysis of which may provide a valuable insight into the economy of the Thirsk area during 
the medieval period. 
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APPENDIX A: INDEX TO FIELD FILE 

CODE DESCRIPTION RECORD FORMAT 

Indices 

YOl Index of notebooks 
Y02 Index of contexts 1 A4 
Y03 Index of features 1 A4 
Y04 Index of structures 
YOS Index of drawings 1 A4 
Y06 .0 Index of photographs 

.1 Index of film processing 1 A4 
Y07 .0 Index of finds 241 A4 

.1 Index of finds by context 

.2 Index of finds by grid square 

.3 Sample Register 

.4 Artefact Register 

.5 Finds Storage Register 

YOS Index of geophysical data files 

Y09 .0 Index of survey stations 

.1 Index of co-ordinate files 

.2 Index of topographic files 
YOIO Index of interventions 
Yl Notebooks 

Contexts 
Y2 .0 Context Record 39 A4 

.1 Skeleton Record 

.2 Coffin Record 

.3 Masonry Record 

.4 Timber Record 
Features 

Y3 .0 Feature Record 12 A4 

.1 Auger Record 
structures 

Y4 Structure Record 
Site drawing 

Y5 .0 Legend 

.1 Plans 4 A l , A4 

.2 Maps 

.3 Sections 3 Al 

Photographs 

Y6 .0 Black and white negatives 35 35mm 

.1 Colour negatives 50 35mni 

.2 Colour slides 

.3 Colour enprints 50 6" X 4" 

.4 Black and white prints 2 A4 

Finds 

Y7 .0 Finds Location Record 

.1 Artefact Record 

Survey 

Y8 .0 Record of geophysical data files 

.1 Record of .RAW data file 

.2 Record of .FLD data file 

.3 Surface Reconnaissance Record 
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APPENDIX B: HNKLE STREET, THIRSK: REPORT ON THE POTTERY ASSEMBLAGE 
Blaise Vyner 

Treatment 

The pottery has been examined and identified by eye, and no detaUed fabric analysis has been undertaken. In 
the current state of knowledge of the medieval ceramics of Yorkshire and the north-east the identifications of 
some fabrics, and the source of their manufacture, must be regarded as provisional. Quantification has been 
by sherd count since the assemblage is too fragmentary to attempt a meaningful analysis by minimum vessel 
number. Given that the material is robust it has been assumed that this will provide a reasonably accurate 
indication of the relative proportions of fabric types originaUy present. The catalogue presented here includes 
and supercedes the interim note on the initial finds, which are now incorporated into the fuU finds assemblage. 

Introduction 

The assemblage is of interest because there has been Uttle archaeological excavation undertaken in the medieval 
town of Thirsk, nor for that matter, on sites elsewhere in the Vale of Mowbray. Medieval pottery production 
sites are known from the Vale of Mowbray, the Hambleton area and Ryedale, but their products are best known 
from excavations on sites at some distance. This assemblage, therefore, represents a useful conttibution to 
knowledge of local pottery use in the medieval period. 

The assemblage is dominated by body sherds from plain ware jars, which appear to belong to three fabric types, 
the source of which is at present unknown, but may well be Thirlby, the closest known medieval pottery 
production site to Thirsk. The fine wares present appear to derive mostly from potteries which are known or 
thought to be local to the Thfrsk area, extending from Winksley, near Ripon, to the south, to the Hambleton area 
to the north-east. Here again, Thfrlby may be a prindpal source, a single sherd of Scarborough ware is evidence 
for trade with a more distant source, but points up the general conservatism of the assemblage. 

Fabric types present 

The limited range of vessel forms and the emphasis on plain wares in this assemblage is simUar to the pattem 
of pottery representation seen in the later phases of use on Low St Agnesgate, Ripon, one of the few 
assemblages of pottery from an urban context in the Vale of Mowbray (Mainman 1997). 

Lightly Gritted ware (LG) 
Plain jars, surface colours buff to buft-brown, and orange-buff, smaU (up to 2 mm) angular quartz grits 
with other small ferruginous sands. 

Fine Gritted ware (FG) 
Plain jars, surface colours pink to orange-brown and grey-buff, and grey, occasional smaU quartz and 
other grits, quartz dust visible on surfaces. SimUar to the Lightiy Gritted ware, but with fewer grits, 
more obvious quartz dust and a tendency to have a sandy surface and thinner walls. 

Smooth ware (S) 
Jars, surface colours orange-brown to buff-grey, fine smooth fabric and surfaces with no obvious added 
grits; quartz dust is visible on surfaces. This appears to come from the same source as the Fine Gritted 
ware, which may weU be Thfrlby. 

Winksley (W) 
A group of kihis at Winksley, 5 km west of Ripon, is thought to have been producing pottery during 
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the thirteenth century (BeUamy and Le Patourel 1970,110). The range included plain ware jars and 
glazed jugs. 

York Glazed (Y) 
The production source of these wares is not known, but the ware was current during the late twelfth 
and earUer thirteenth centuries Qermings 1992,19). 

Brandsby-type (B) 
Kilns at Brandsby, and probably also elsewhere in the locaUty, 18 km to the south-east of Thirsk, 
produced vessels in Ught-firing clays during the thfrteenth and fourteenth centuries (McCarthy and 
Brooks 1988, 230-2). Albeit only smaU amounts of fine ware are present in this assemblage, there is 
more Brandsby, or Brandsby-type pottery than anything else. 

Hambleton (H) 
A fifteenth-century pottery industry, suggested to be a successor to the Brandsby kilns Qermings 1992, 
30-31) the ware is represented in this assemblage by only a single sherd. 

Scarborough (SW) 
A single sherd of Scarborough Ware attests the distribution network of this successful east coast 
medieval pottery. 

Thirlby (T) 
Some 6 km to the north-east, this is the nearest source of production to Thfrsk and appears to have been 
in operation during the thirteenth century (McCarthy and Brooks 1988,230). It may also have been the 
source of much of the plain ware element of the Thirsk assemblage. 

Red Sandy (RS) 
The place of manufacture is unknown, but to judge from its rarity in York assemblages (Jermings 1992, 
23), and its sandy character, it may derive from the northem area of the Vale of York or the Vale of 
Mowbray. The pottery is thought to be of thirteenth-century date. 

Reduced Green Ware (RG) 
The only fabric fired in oxygen-reducing conditions, this material appears relatively late in the 
sequence. The origin and chronology of this pottery is stUl far from clear (Brears 1971,17-18; in the Tees 
vaUey, to the north of Thirsk, it has been suggested that this material supplants the local pottery during 
the fifteenth century (WrathmeU 1987, 38), but a somewhat earUer origin is possible. 

Pottery representation arui chronology 
There is considerable variation in the representation of kiln products in this assemblage (Table 1), which 
is dominated by plain ware jars. These were represented by body sherds, with only a few rim sherds 
present. The few Winksley sherds are considerably outnumbered by three fabric types which are 
probably more local to Thirsk. Fine wares, of which the jug is the only form present, are represented 
by only a few sherds from a variety of potteries in north-east Yorkshfre. 

Table Bl : Fabric representation by sherd numbers 

Plain wares 

Winksley 3 

Lightly Gritted 90 
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Smooth 20 

Fine Gritted 23 

Total plain wares 136 = 88% 

Fine wares 

York Glazed 3 

Lightiy Gritted 5 

Brandsby-type 6 

Scarborough 1 

Thirlby 1 

Hambleton 1 

Red Sandy 2 

Total fine wares 19 = 12% 

Reduced Green 23 

Cistercian Ware 1 

WhUe this is not an ideal assemblage on which to base an extensive discourse on medieval pottery production 
and use in the Thfrsk area, it is of some value since it is the best ceramic assemblage to have been excavated so 
far from the medieval town, and much of it derives from contexts which demonsttate a developing ceramic 
sequence. 

The deposits in the ditch primary cut are dominated by plain ware jars, with only a very smaU amount of fine 
ware in evidence (Table 2). The table shows how the prindpal plain ware fabric types are present from the 
initial deposits onwards, although the Fine Gritted fabric appears only later in this sequence. The pottery 
suggests that the fiUing, and probably the excavation, of this ditch took place during the thirteenth century. 

The ditch re-cut contains Lightiy Gritted and Fine Gritted fabrics throughout (Table 3). Since the somewhat later 
Reduced Green ware is also present in the earUest levels, sherds of York Glazed, Scarborough and other fuU 
medieval wares must be residual in these contexts, as is likely to be an unknown proportion of the plain wares 
noted. Having regard to the imprecise chronology of the pottery, the presence of Reduced Green ware and the 
single sherd of Hambleton ware in early levels of the re-cut suggest that this was a project undertaken perhaps 
early in the fifteenth century, although a late fourteenth-century date is quite possible, and, indeed, may be 
supported by the limited range of vessel forms in evidence. 

Pottery appears to have deposited only sporadicaUy subsequent to the filling of the ditch, the late medieval 
period evidenced only by a single sherd of early sixteenth-century Cistercian Ware. Only a handful of sherds 
of eighteenth and nineteenth-century pottery is present. 

Table B2: Ditch primary cut: pottery and stratification 

L G W S B FG T P M 

1036 * * 

1035 * 

1033 * * 

1031 * • 
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Table B3: Ditch re-cut: pottery and sttatification 

LG Y S RG FG RS B H SW LM 

1030/3 * * * * * * * 

1030/2 * * * 

1030/1 * * * * * 

Excluding the putative fifteenth-century Reduced Green ware and later pottery, the assemblage comprises 88% 
plain ware. By comparison, in limited excavation at the medieval vUlage of High Worsall, North Yorkshfre, 
some 30 km to the north, plain ware comprised between 80% and 100% of the assemblage in Tow status' areas 
such as the village green. In presumed Tugh status' areas of the village, near the church and prestmied manorial 
site, the proportion of plain ware dropped to between 22% and 50% (Vyner 1998). Having regard to the 
likelihood that the urban centre of Thfrsk had access to a wider range of ceramics than the rural hinterland, the 
limited range of vessel forms at Thirsk, coupled with the high proportion of plain ware, suggests that 
occupation activity adjacent to this sector of ditch was of limited status. 

Catalogue by context content (in approximately ascending chronological order)(Fig.Bl) 

Ditch lowest level: frit 5 F7 C1036 
Rim sherd of York Glazed jug (198), 5 sherds Lightiy Gritted including a sherd of Winksley with thin walls and 
brown-orange fabric and surfaces (197), 2 sherds Smooth. 

Ditch low level: frit 5 F7 C1035 
Jug rim and 3 jar body sherds Lightiy Gritted ware with splashes of green/clear glaze, 13 plain Lightiy Gritted 
body sherds, 15 jar sherds Smooth, 1 with glaze splash, 2 rims. 

Ditch middle fiU: bit 5 F7 C1033 
Dish, oUve green extemal glaze, splashes of glaze intemaUy, fabric and surfaces varying from buff to buff-
orange, probably Brandsby-type Ware (209). SmaU and bumt green glazed sherd on grey-buff fabric may be 
York Glazed Ware, 23 jar body sherds Lightly Gritted plain ware induding a simple rim (90), a probable 
Winksley sherd (78) and a base sherd with glaze, 3 sherds Smooth. 

Int5F7C1033Spit2 

4 body sherds Lightiy Gritted (2 with clear glaze) 

Ditch upper level: frit 5 F7 C1032 
3 sherds of fine ware in Ught firing clays, one fragment witii no glaze (25), 1 with splash of glaze (18), 1 with 
olive green glaze and impressed wavy line (12) - aU probably Brandsby-type ware. 
11 sherds Fine Gritted, including a grey-buff sherd with a drop of thick dark green glaze (8), and a sherd with 
grey fabric and surfaces, probably Wuiksley, and 5 joining sherds of a large vessel with splashes of glaze on 
exterior shoulder and rim interior. 19 sherds Lightly Gritted, including 2 plain ware jar rims, one bifid (2) and 
one lozenge (3), and part of a sttap handle (4) with green glaze down the centre mould. 
Ditch uppermost level: frit 5 F7 C1031 
1 sherd Fnie Gritted, 1 sherd jug in Lightly Gritted with tiiin brown glaze (109), perhaps Thirlby, 
2 sherds fafrly recent earthenware - perhaps 19th century. 

Ditch re-cut: Int 5 F8 C1030 Spit 3 
1 sherd probable York Glazed Ware, jug rim sherd, Hambleton Ware (23), 1 sherd Red Sandy Ware (red-orange 
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fabric, thin white sUp beneath greenish glaze source uncertain, probably local), 18 sherds Reduced Green, 1 
body sherd Lightly Gritted, 2 body sherds Fine Gritted, 1 sherd Smooth. 

Ditch re-cut: F8 C1030 Spit 2 
Sherd of Scarborough Ware jug, 2 Reduced Green ware sherds, 12 sherds Lightly Gritted jars, some from a 
vessel which has a splash of apple green glaze over the base exterior, (includes a bifid rim, 124), 2 of the sherds 
abraded. 1 Fine Gritted sherd. 

Ditch re-cut: F8 C1030 Spit 1 
Body sherd and a rod handle fragment from Brandsby-type jugs, sherd of Red Sandy Ware glazed ohve green, 
smaU sherd of Cistercian Ware. 2 sherds Reduced Green, 8 sherds Lightly Gritted (2 with clear glaze), including 
a cordoned rim (219), 3 Fine Gritted sherds, 1 clay pipe stem piece, 10 modem pieces of modem tUe, 
earthenware and brick 

hit 5 FIO 1029 

1 sherd Brandsby-type ware, 5 sherds Lightiy Gritted. 

Int 5 FIO 1027 
5 sherds Fine Gritted, 1 of which is a jug with a splash of clear glaze (129), 3 sherds Lightly Gritted ware 
including 2 pieces of jar rim. 
hit 5 FIO 1026 

3 sherd Lightiy Gritted, 1 Fine Gritted. 

Unstratified Int 5 FIO Surface clearance 
Sherd of Brandsby-type glazed jug, 2 sherds Reduced Green ware, 12 sherds Lightly Gritted plain wares 
including a jug rim (142), 1 Fine Gritted body sherd, ttaUed sUp ware pressed dish, sUpped earthenware pot 
(botii 18th century). 
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Fig. Bl : Selected Medieval Pottery. Scale. 1:4 (D.HopkUis) 
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APPENDIX C: REPORT ON THE ANIMAL BONE ASSEMBLAGE 
CecUy SpaU 

A smaU assemblage of hand coUected animal bone from a two metre sample across the centte of a possible 
burgh ditch was analysed by date group. Analysis of the ceramic assemblage provided the foUowing date 
groups. Contexts which represented the initial excavation and early fiUing of the ditch (F7) were assigned to 
the 13tii cenhiry (C1029=C1036, C1028=C1035, C1026=C1033, C1032 and C1031). A later recut (F8) and 
subsequent filling (C1030 spit 1 and 2)were dated to the late 14th to the early 15th centuries and the final filling 
of the ditch (F8, C1030 spit 3) was dated to tiie 18th to 19th centuries. 

Bone assemblages from each period were too smaU to yield information of much analytical value and some 
residuaUty of earUer medieval ceramic within F8 meant that detaUed analysis with regard to economy and 
animal husbandry was not possible. The fragmentary nature of the bone from these later deposits would also 
indicate that the assemblage represents secondary refuse possibly disturbed by the later recutting of F7 and is 
of Uttle analytical value. Skeletal representation was reasonably complete with both mandibles, teeth and distal 
Umb elements weU represented for aU species alongside a good percentage of long bones and vertebrae. 
Subsequently, the assemblage was analysed by species group orUy and the results are presented below (Tables 
C l and C2). 

Table C l : Fragment count and frequency of species by date group 

Species 13th % 14th - 15th % 18th - 19th % Total 

Cattle 26 66 21 28 26 35 73 

Sheep/goat 7 17 27 36 22 29 56 

Pig 3 8 8 11 7 9 18 

Horse 1 3 2 3 13 18 16 

Dog 0 0 11 16 4 5 15 

Deer 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 

Chicken 1 3 4 5 0 0 5 

Rabbit 0 0 0 0 2 3 2 

Fish 1 3 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 39 74 75 187 

Table C2: Fragment count and frequency of unidentified categories by date group 

Species 13th % Mth - 15th % 18th - 19th % ToUl 

Large mammal 2 11 7 17 25 36 34 

Medium mammal 4 22 16 39 20 30 40 

Small mammal 0 0 0 0 5 7 5 

Unidentified 12 67 18 44 19 27 49 

Total 18 41 69 128 

Cattie was weU represented in aU periods and was most predominate in the 13th century though less so in the 
following periods. Caprovids had a roughly inverse relationship with a smaU presence in the 13th century and 
a higher percentage in the foUowing two periods. Horse is represented in aU periods although it is more 
prevalent during the 18th - 19th centuries constituting 18% of the overaU assemblage for this period. Distal limb 
elements were weU represented as were fore and hind limbs. No butchery marks were noted and the skeletal 
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elements suggest they were not being exploited for food during this period. Low frequendes of pig were noted 
during aU periods; one juvenUe and one mature mandible were recovered. Dog was present in the two later 
periods and constituted 16% of the overaU percentage in the 14th - 15th centuries. Most of these remains were 
ribs (8 in total) and may weU represent one individual. The mandible recovered indicated that this was a 
mature, medium to smaU sized dog. Other taxa noted in smciU quantities were deer, chicken, fish and rabbit 
although thefr presence is too smaU to be of any interpretative value. 
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APPENDIX D: ASSESSMENT OF SOIL SAMPLES FROM HNKLE STREET, THIRSK (FST 99) 
Mhafri Hastie (Headland Archaeology) 

METHOD 

Two samples were received for assessment from Field Archaeology Specialists Ltd (FAS). In view of the 
potential waterlogged character of the samples a 0.25 Utte sample from each was first assessed for the 
preservation of waterlogged material. However, no organic remains were encountered. 

The samples were then subjected to a system of flotation in a Sfraf style flotation tank. The floating debris (flot) 
was coUected in a 250 micron sieve and, once dry, scarmed using a binocular microscope. Any material 
remaining in the flotation tank (retent) was wet-sieved through a 1mm mesh and afr dried, this was then sorted 
by eye and any material of archaeological significance removed. Results are presented in Tables D l and D2. 

RESULTS 

Preservation was extremely poor with both samples containing only a smaU number of fragmented mammal 
and fishbone. No other finds were recovered. Both samples were, however, rich in phosphate concretions. This 
would suggest that they were originaUy rich in orgaruc remains with a high phosphate concentration. Such 
concentiations being commonly tjrpical of cess pits or midden deposits. 

Table Dl : Composition of Hots 

Context Hot Vol (ml) Modem weed seeds 
Charcoal 
Qty AMS 

1035 50 + + 

1036 50 +++ + 0 

Table D2: Composition of Retents 

Context Finds 

1035 
Mammal bone + 
Fish bone + 

1036 Mammal bone + 

Key: + = rare, ++ = occasional, +++ - common, ++++ = abundant 
* = sufficient charcoal for radiocarbon (AMS) dating 
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