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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Ed Dennison Archaeological Services Ltd (EDAS) were commissioned by S Harrison 
Construction Ltd to undertake an archaeological assessment of land on the north side of Lady 
Edith's Drive in Throxenby, on the west side of Scarborough in North Yorkshire (NGR 
TA0158880 centred). 

The work was required to provide an assessment of the archaeological implications of a 
proposed hospital development which was the subject of a planning application submitted to 
Scarborough Borough Council (application no 02/02203/FL). 

This assessment involved a limited amount of documentary research and a site visit. The 
former was aided by similar work previously undertaken by EDAS on an adjacent site, to the 
north of Throxenby Hall. 

Documentary research has established that the medieval and early post-medieval village of 
Throxenby was always small. Settlement is likely to have been strung out along Throxenby 
Lane, between the Moor Lane junction and the unnamed watercourse separating the medieval 
township from Hatterboard to the south. Adjacent to the study area, the extent of medieval 
occupation is likely to have been defined by a c.20m wide strip running along the west side of 
Throxenby Lane, with a further c.40m wide enclosure to the rear probably representing the 
extent of medieval crofts or individual plots of land. A later post-medieval manor house may 
also lie within or close to the present Throxenby Hall. 

It is suggested that the whole of the study area was given over to an agricultural regime during 
the medieval and later periods. Map regression analysis has shown that the area was 
previously divided into several smaller fields, but all were probably given over to pasture. The 
east side of the study area appears to contain the western ends of medieval crofts, but these 
are also likely to have had an agricultural regime. 

Three archaeological sites were identified within the study area, namely a number of former field 
boundaries, a possible trackway and a modem pond. It should be noted however that 
earthwork recognition within the study area was severely hampered by long grass and other 
vegetation at the time of the site visit, and there may other more ephemeral features still to be 
identified. 

On the basis of the currently-available information, it is considered that the development site has 
a low or limited archaeological potential, and that any underlying deposits that might be present 
are likely to be associated with former medieval or post-medieval agricultural activity. However, 
some other features or a contemporary or earlier date may be present, and so it is 
recommended that a geophysical survey is carried out, together with a repeat site visit, once 
the existing vegetation has been cut. This additional survey work should be able to determine 
the presence or absence of any archaeological deposits with a greater degree of confidence. 
Any further archaeological work that might be required to mitigate the effects of the proposed 
development can only be determined by the results of this survey work. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Reasons and Circumstances of the Project 

1.1 In July 2003, Ed Dennison Archaeological Services Ltd (EDAS) were 
commissioned by S Harrison Construction Ltd to undertake an archaeological 
assessment of land on the north side of Lady Edith's Drive in Throxenby, on the 
west side of Scarborough in North Yorkshire (NGR TA0158880 centred). 

1.2 The work was required to provide an assessment of the archaeological 
implications of a proposed hospital development which was the subject of a 
planning application submitted to Scarborough Borough Council (application no 
02/02203/FL). The project involved the collation of some documentary research, 
carried out as part of a previous study, and a site visit. The work was funded by 
the proposed developers ofthe site, S Harrison Construction Ltd. 

Site Location and Description 

1.3 The development site lies on the south-east side of Throxenby Hall, in 
Throxenby, which itself is located c.3km west of Scarborough town centre (at 
NGR TA0158880 centred) (see figure 1). 

1.4 The site is bounded to the north by the grounds of Throxenby Hall, to the south 
by a road called Lady Edith's Drive, to the east by residential housing, and to the 
west by pasture land (see figure 2). The site lies at c.70m AOD and has a south-
facing aspect. The underlying geology is middle Jurassic oolitic sandstones and 
shales, with the local deposits known as the Scalby Formation (Brumhead 1979, 
113-114). These rocks are overlain by a glacial till, and the soils are a typical 
stagnogley, clay-enriched, seasonally waterlogged, slowly permeable soil ofthe 
Salop Association (Soil Survey of England and Wales 1983). The site has an 
area of 1.62 hectares. 

Summary of Previous Work 

1.5 There has not been any previous archaeological work undertaken on the site. 
However, another large-scale development immediately to the north of 
Throxenby Hall and incorporating the former High Farm complex was preceded 
by an initial and subsequent archaeological assessment (Hemley 2001; 
Dennison 2002). These documents provided an outline to the High Farm site, a 
summary of national and local planning procedures and policies relating to 
archaeology, a discussion of the archaeological and historical interest of the 
area, an assessment of significance and potential, and a consideration of the 
impact ofthe development. The latter of the two documents has been utilised for 
the preparation of this present assessment report. 

1.6 As part of the development proposals, the High Farm site was the subject of a 
detailed topographical survey which identified a number of archaeological 
earthworks within the grounds. Subsequent work included a watching brief 
during development, which uncovered important archaeological deposits in a 
number of areas (pers comm G Falkingham, NYCC) (see below). The results 
obtained from these investigations also have implications for the current 
development site. 
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I 

Aims and Objectives 

1.7 The aims of the project were: 

• to gather sufficient information to identify and establish the extent, nature, 
character, condition, quality and probable date of any archaeological and 
historic features within the proposed development site (the study area), as 
far as possible given the constraints of the assessment; 

• to consider the current development proposals, assess the implications of 
these proposals on any identified archaeological and historic resource, and 
to provide recommendations to mitigate these implications as appropriate. 

Survey Methodology 

1.8 The methodology for this archaeological assessment was discussed and agreed 
with the Client's representatives and archaeological staff at North Yorkshire 
County Council. No formal specification or brief was produced. 

1.9 The following work was undertaken: 

• an examination of the previous reports and archives commissioned for the 
High Farm development to place the study area into context; 

• additional documentary and cartographic research at local libraries and 
record offices as required to provide more detail on the medieval and post-
medieval history and development ofthe study area; 

• a detailed site inspection; 

• an assessment of the archaeological and historic resource within the study 
area, a considerations of the current development proposals, and the 
provision of appropriate recommendations to mitigate adverse impacts. 

Documentary and Cartographic Research 

1.10 The previous High Farm assessment report (Dennison 2002) had involved 
documentary research at the East and North Yorkshire Record Offices (EYCRO 
and NYCRO) in Beverley and Northallerton, at the Local History Sections of 
Beverley and Scarborough Libraries (BLHS and SLHL), and at the Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society (YAS) in Leeds. This research established the nature 
and extent of any readily-available documentary sources relating to the study 
area, and limited analysis and collation was undertaken to extract relevant 
information. It should be noted that the documentary research was confined to 
the examination of published material; no research on original documents was 
carried out. 

1.11 The majority of the available cartographic sources date from the late 18th 
century. Various editions of the Ordnance Survey maps, at both 6" and 25" 
scales, were examined, as were any other appropriate or relevant maps and 
plans. The earlier material included various county maps dating from 1775 
onwards, the 1771 enclosure map and subsequent award, and an 1833 sale plan 
and schedule. A list of all the sources consulted as part of this assessment is 
provided in the bibliography (Chapter 5) below. 
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1.12 A number of other published and unpublished documentary sources in both local 
and national collections were also consulted for background information and 
specific data on specialised aspects of the history and archaeology of the area, 
including place and field name evidence. Once again, a list of all these sources 
is provided in the bibliography below. 

Records of Previous Archaeological Investigations 

1.13 Liaison with the North Yorkshire County Council archaeological staff established 
that there were no recorded archaeological sites within or immediately adjacent 
to the study area noted on the County Sites and Monuments Record (NYCC 
SMR). Aerial photographs held by the NYCC SMR were also not consulted for 
this study. However, information was obtained from the National Monuments 
Record (NMR), compiled and maintained by English Heritage in Swindon; in the 
event, there were no sites recorded in the immediate vicinity ofthe study area. 

1.14 As noted above, there have, to date, been no archaeological excavations or non-
intrusive (eg. geophysical survey, earthwork survey etc) investigations carried 
out within the study area. However, an archaeological watching brief is being 
undertaken during the development of the High Farm site just on the north side 
of Throxenby Hall; this work is still on-going at the time of writing. Although a 
formal report has not yet been produced, it is understood that the earliest activity 
so far recorded on the site dates to the prehistoric period, possibly the Bronze 
Age (c. 1800-1000 BC), represented by a small group of pits or large post holes 
associated with some flint artefacts. One ofthe earthwork platforms, previously 
thought to relate to a modem feature, was also shown to contain the remains of a 
medieval (c. 1066-1540 AD) building, possibly an outlying structure rather than an 
actual dwelling. Other minor post-medieval features were also uncovered by the 
watching brief (Information provided by G Falkingham, NYCC). 

1.15 More detailed archaeological excavations were carried out in 1957-59 by the 
Scarborough and District Archaeological Society on the south side of Lady 
Edith's Drive, either side of a southwards continuation of Throxenby Lane, in the 
area now occupied by Raincliffe School and the Scarborough Technical College 
(Rimington 1961). This work uncovered the foundations of five houses, and 
possibly two more, with occupation dating from the late 12th century to the late 
14th centuries. Subsequent work in 1969 uncovered several more buildings 
(Radley 1969, 246). 

Detailed Site Visit 

1.16 A visit to the proposed development site was made to determine the extent of 
survival of any earthworks, buildings or other structures of interest within the 
study area, to note the location, nature, extent and condition of any additional 
recorded and unrecorded archaeological sites, and to identify any concentrations 
of material which might serve as an indication of sub-surface archaeological 
features. The visit was made on the 7th July 2003, in hot and dry conditions. 

1.17 Unfortunately, the study area was covered with long grass and other vegetation 
which made the recognition of any earthworks almost impossible. However, a 
few possible features were noted, together with a small pond in the north-east 
corner. A lynchet, possibly representing one side of a former trackway, was also 
seen entering the site from the closely grazed pasture field immediately to the 
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west. A description of the features that were identified is contained in Chapter 3 
below, while their locations are shown on figure 5. 

1.18 The information gathered as a resultof the site visit conforms to a Level 1 survey 
as defined by the RCHME (1999). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Introduction 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

In order to put the development site into context, it is necessary to consider the 
wider archaeological background ofthe region, and so reference may be made 
to sites lying outside the study area. This information has largely been compiled 
from the additional archaeological assessment report produced for the High 
Farm development site (Dennison 2002), and the sources of information are 
listed in the bibliography below. This background information only concentrates 
on the post-Roman periods. 

The Anglo-Saxon Period (c.450-1066) 

The pattern of local and regional place-name elements provides a clue to the 
distribution of settlement and ethnic groups in the region between the 4th and 9th 
centuries. The extent of Anglian colonisation can be seen through villages with 
suffixes such as -ham (meaning a village, homestead or manor), -ton 
(farmstead), and -ing while later Scandinavian settlements traditionally have -by 
and -thorpe suffixes (Lang 1989, 56-61 & 66); local examples include Scalby, 
Burniston, and Ayton. The part played by the Danes in the colonisation of the 
marshy land is also emphasised by the frequency of minor names incorporating 
-holm (island) and -carr (boggy ground) elements, both deriving from 
Scandinavian terminology (Gelling 1984, 50-52). Throxenby, formerly known as 
Thurstandby and Throssenby, stems from a personal name and means 
"Tharston's farm" (Smith 1928, 110). 

Archaeological evidence for Anglo-Saxon activity is often more difficult to 
recover. Many of the villages in the area are recorded in the 11th century 
Domesday Book, suggesting that they had their origins in the Anglo-Saxon 
period, but their continued occupation and development means that 
archaeological evidence is often destroyed. However, there is now a substantial 
body of evidence to suggest that the coastal zone was well settled and exploited 
during this period. The overall pattern is of a group of high status, pre-conquest 
inland sites (eg. Hunmanby, Flamborough, Bridlington, Palsgrave and Seaton), 
possibly forming the centre of royal or regional estates, which have strong links 
to the coast and sea-borne trade (Pearson 1999). 

The Medieval and early Post-medieval Periods (1066-1750) 

By AD 1100, a hierarchy of administrative sub-divisions was in place and these 
lasted until they were replaced by the civil parish system in the 19th century. 
The North Riding was divided into a number of wapentakes, which were in turn 
divided into parishes and townships; the former were ecclesiastical units while 
the latter denoted a unit of civil administration, usually corresponding to a manor 
or vill. 

The study area lies on the southern edge ofthe former township of Throxenby 
which was in the Wapentake of Lythe; the southern township boundary follows 
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the unnamed watercourse which runs along the present Lady Edith's Drive. 
Throxenby, together with Burniston, Cloughton, Hatterboard, Newby, Scalby and 
Staintondale townships, formed the large ecclesiastical parish of Scalby; Newby 
was amalgamated with Throxenby in 1886, and a civil parish was formed in 1894 
(Russell 1968a, 476-477). Compared to the other former townships, Throxenby 
was small, comprising only 399 acres. This land was grouped around the 
present settlement, although there were also detached areas on the coast just to 
the north of Peasholm and slightly inland around Coldy Hill. 

2.6 At the time of the 11th century Domesday Survey, Throxenby was part of the 
large federal estate of Palsgrave, held by Eari Tostig of Northumbria before the 
Conquest and by the King (William I) in 1086. This estate or sokeland (land 
under private jurisdiction) encompassed 21 neighbouring settlements, from 
Staintondale in the north to Filey in the south (Harrison 2000, 309-310). The 
estate was also heavily settled and populated, and 108 sokemen (near-
freeholders or tenants) with 46 ploughs were recorded on the eve of the 
conquest (Faull & Stinson 1986,1Y3). The estate retained a degree of integrity 
for several centuries, and the administrative, judicial, economic and ecclesiastical 
functions were still operating to some extent in the late 12th century (Pearson 
2001, 80). 

2.7 The Palsgrave holding was also included in the honour of Pickering, and formed 
most of the East Ward of the Royal Forest of Pickering, which was also 
previously known as the Forest of Scalby. Although under Forest jurisdiction by 
the eariy 12th century, the King's tenants in this area continued to be classed as 
relatively free "sokemen" who owed money rents and regular taxes to the Crown, 
but were not encumbered with the usual range of menial services. The manor 
house at Throxenby, of which Christopher Keld of Newby died in possession of 
in January 1644-45, was called the Forester's Lodge (Russell 1968a, 479). 

2.8 As noted above, Scalby, Burniston, Cloughton and Stainton were soke of the 
King's manor of Palsgrave. Most of the manor continued to be held by the 
Crown until 1267 when Henry III granted it to his son Edmund, who in the same 
year received the honour of Pickering and became the first Eari of Lancaster 
(Russell 1968a, 480). Some parts of Palsgrave soke were also given to religious 
institutions; most of Staintondale was given to the Knights Hospitallers and 
Bridlington Priory in the mid 12th century (Harrison 2000), while the Franciscan 
Order of Grey Friars established a short-lived friary, including a church, at 
Hatterboard between 1245 and 1281 (Rimington 1961, 11-12; Goldthorp 1886, 
310). 

2.9 In 1276 William de Morers, Lord of Elvington, gave Henry de Percy his manor 
and vill in Throxenby, and in 1284-85 Henry still held two carucates (c.240 acres) 
in Throxenby (Clay 1963, 285; Surtees Society 1867, 140 & 142). The Percy 
family were prominent regional landowners who also held the large manor and 
port of Whitby, as well as extensive lands in East Yorkshire; although their main 
manor was at Topcliffe, they had a smaller house at Seamer (Russell 1968b, 
485). The manor of Throxenby remained with the Percy family until 1536-37 
when Henry Percy, Eari of Northumberiand, conveyed it and other estates to the 
Crown. From this time, it appears to have followed the descent of Scalby, and is 
now held by the Crown in right of the Duchy of Lancaster (Russell 1968a, 481); 
in 1619-21 it was said to belong to Christopher Keld, who was probably a lessee. 

2.10 A village at Throxenby is not specifically mentioned in the 11th century 
Domesday Survey, and it has been suggested that it, together with Newby and 
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Hatterboard, were established at a slightly later date (Harrison 2000, 310). As 
with the neighbouring, deserted and now destroyed Hatterboard village, the first 
record of Throxenby occurs in 1167 when 'Trstanebi" is mentioned in taxation 
records (Smith 1928,11). Although there are several references to 'Thurstanby" 
throughout the 13th and 14th centuries, the village appears always to have been 
small. Onlyfour people are listed as tax payers in the 1301 Lay Subsidy; Rogero 
Northyby, Willelmo filio [son of] Henrici, Roberto Westiby and Ricards filio 
Henrici; William son of Henry paid the most tax at 2s 6d (Brown 1896, 57-58). 

2.11 An Inquisition Post Mortem (IPM) taken in 1314-15 after the death of William de 
Morers, the main tenant of Sir Henry Percy, notes that his lands and tenements 
in Thurstanby comprised 40 acres of arable and five acres of meadow in 
demesne, a park, a wood, nine tenants holding 16 bovates (c.240 acres) of land, 
five cottars holding five cottages, and a halmote court (court leet) (Brown 1896, 
58 note). An IPM taken at Pickering in 1577, which gives a list of the vills and 
hamlets owned by the Crown at this time, also mentions Throxenby, and 
Norden's 1619-21 Survey ofthe Hundred of Pickering Lyth notes that Throxenby 
village paid a yearly tax of 23d (Turton 1894, 8 & 53). The village is also named, 
as "Frostenb/*, on Saxton's 1577 map of Yorkshire (Smith 1928,110). 

2.12 All these references show that, although the village was never very large, it was 
never deserted like neighbouring Hatterboard, located on the south side ofthe 
township boundary. The fact that the medieval overiords (the Percy family) and 
the tenants in chief (de Morers) lived elsewhere might suggest that was never a 
manor house or other substantial dwelling in Throxenby during most of the 
medieval period; as suggested by the 1314-15 IPM, the population would have 
been made up of small tenant farmers and individual cottagers. Given the lack of 
a consolidating force such as a manor house or church, it is likely that medieval 
settlement was strung out along Throxenby Lane, in the main part of the 
township, as was the case at Hatterboard (Rimington 1961). 

2.13 However, as noted above, there is a reference to a large house or hall at 
Throxenby in the mid 17th century, when it was held by Christopher Keld(e) of 
Newby; Keld is also noted as holding the manor in Norden's 1619-21 sun/ey of 
the Hundred (Turton 1894, 35). At this time the hall was called a Forester's 
Lodge, and it might have replaced an eariier tower at Hatterboard which was in 
ruins by 1480 (Rimington 1961, 13). The 1673 Hearth Tax records 13 people 
living in the township of Throxenby - Thomas Keld had five hearths, Christopher 
Fletcher, Edward Caton and Joseph Langton each had two hearths each, and 
the other nine people had one hearth each (Ripon Historical Society 1991,41). 
The five hearth building must be a reference to the Hall, although it's precise 
location is uncertain; it might lie on the site of, or be hidden within, the present 
Throxenby Hall which, from external evidence, appears to be late 18th or eariy 
19th century in date. 

2.14 In terms of agricultural land, the open fields associated with the village are likely 
to have been located on the east side ofthe main approximate north-south route 
through the township (the present Throxenby Lane) with mooriand, woods and 
common to the west. The village itself would have been surrounded by smaller 
enclosures, representing the fields and crofts attached to the houses and small 
farmsteads. This pattern of land management is reflected in the 1777 enclosure 
map (NYCRO 1/SCA), which shows a series of small "ancient enclosures" either 
side of the southern end of Throxenby Lane and around the hall (see figure 3). 
Open ground to the west and north is named as "Throxenby Common". Without 
further detailed research, it is difficult to be sure when these fields were laid out, 
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but it is probable that their boundaries were formalised in the 17th century; the 
former open fields of the neighbouring Hatterboard manor were enclosed with 
"quicke setts" (ie. hawthorn) in 1634 when the Crown (Richard III) annexed most 
ofthe area to his Northstead estate (Rimington 1969, 16). 

The Later Post-medieval Period (1750 onwards) 

2.15 As noted above, in 1536-37 Henry Percy, Eari of Northumberland, conveyed the 
manor of Throxenby to the Crown. From this time, it appears to have followed 
the descent of Scalby (Russell 1968a, 481). 

2.16 The history of the post-medieval landownership of the township has not been 
traced in any detail. However, in 1777 the entire manor was owned by George 
Osbaldeston (NYCRO MIC 289). He was part of a large and famous local family 
who also held Hutton Buscel manor as well as numerous other estates, including 
Hunmanby, throughout East and North Yorkshire (Lang 1971). 

2.17 By 1833 the majority of Throxenby township was a peripheral part of the 
important East Yorkshire Londesborough estate, held by the Dukes of 
Devonshire; without further detailed research, it is not possible to establish when 
or how Throxenby was added to this substantial holding. However, the vast 
Devonshire estates, which were centred on Skipton, had passed down through 
the Clifford family from the 15th century and then the Boyle family; Elizabeth 
Clifford had married Richard Boyle, the 2nd son of the 1st Eari of Cork and 1st 
Eari of Buriington. When another Richard Boyle, the last Eari of Buriington, died 
in 1753, the estates subsequently passed to the Dukes of Devonshire (Neave 
1977, 18-20). 

2.18 In 1833 a large part of Throxenby township was put up for sale. Details of the 
sale are set out below, but the land was purchased by William Joseph Denison 
for £10,050 (EYCRO DDLO). He was a member of Pariiament, a JP, and a High 
Sheriff of Yorkshire and, when he died in 1849, he left some £2.3m in money and 
over 60,000 acres of land in Yorkshire (mostly around Seamer) and in Surrey. 
His beneficiary by marriage, Lord Albert Conyngham, also took the name 
Denison and in 1850, after the purchase of the rest of the Londesborough estate 
from George Hudson (the railway entrepreneur) as well as Grimston Park near 
Tadcaster from the Duke of Devonshire, was created Lord Londesborough; he 
was also a prominent antiquarian and archaeologist. In addition to their houses 
at Londesborough and Grimston, the family had a shooting box in Scarborough 
(Londesborough Lodge), which became their main residence after 1850. 

2.19 William Denison's son, William Henry Forester Denison (1834-1900), was Liberal 
MP for Beveriey and then Scarborough and, on joining the Conservatives, was 
made 1st Viscount Raincliffe and 1st Eari Londesborough in 1887. He 
squandered a large part of the family fortune and sold Grimston Park to pay off 
his debts (Ward 1967,17-18; Neave 1977, 21-25). He also made Blankney Hall 
in Lincolnshire the main summer residence and the North Yorkshire estates were 
gradually disposed off, although Throxenby is still noted as being owned by Lord 
Londesborough in 1890 (Bulmer 1890,1018-19). Given the status of the family 
and the fact that they had Londesborough Lodge in Scarborough, it is doubtful 
whether the family ever visited Throxenby; the hall and adjacent land would have 
been tenanted out to local landowners. 

2.20 Some 4,000 acres of land in Scalby and Throxenby were enclosed by Act of 
Pariiament in 1771 (NYCRO 1/SCA). This acreage included 2,000 acres of 
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arable in the common fields as well as Throxenby Moor, also called Newby Moor. 
The accompanying map, which is described as being made from an "old plan 
made by Thos Pickering from John Foord's plan", provides the first, reasonably 
detailed and accurate plan of the study area and surrounding village (NYCRO 
MIC 2234/420); it shows the Hall and a single east-west aligned building to the 
north, together with three cottages on the east side of Throxenby Lane (see 
figure 3). The Hall is surrounded by number of small enclosures, some of which 
might represent the remnants of medieval crofts. New roads were also created 
across the common at this time, to be called Red Scar Lane and Newby Moor 
Lane. 

2.21 Other 18th and 19th century county-wide maps, such as those by Jeffreys (1775) 
and Greenwood (1817), name the village and show buildings, albeit 
diagrammatically, either side of Throxenby Lane. Knox's 1821 map of 
Scarborough depicts the area in slightly more detail, and shows the hall in 
elevation, as a two storey structure with a hipped roof, with a single building to 
the north, in the same way as is shown on the 1771 enclosure map. The 1771 
map also appears to show that Lady Edith's Drive was not constructed at this 
date. 

2.22 As noted above, 198 acres of Throxenby township were put up for sale in 1833 
by the Londesborough Estate (EYCRO DDLO). The auction documents include a 
plan, which provides the first accurate depiction ofthe study area (see figure 3). 
This shows the recently created enclosures on the former Throxenby Common 
as a straight-sided rectangular fields, the hall and adjacent farm buildings, and 
further cottages along the southern end of Throxenby Lane. A lime kiln is also 
shown at the junction of Throxenby Lane and Newby Moor Lane. 

2.23 The 1833 map is also useful in that it provides tenancy details and field names; 
there is no mid 19th century tithe map as the ecclesiastical tithes were 
extinguished at the time of enclosure. Within the area covered by the map, land 
was divided between three main tenants. The Revd. Robert Howard lived at the 
Hall and tenanted some 50 acres in the south and north parts of the township 
including the Mere (see figure 3). Thomas Mackwood lived at High Farm and his 
land lay around the farmstead, mostly on the west side of Throxenby Lane. 
William Raynton lived at Low Farm and his land was all on the east side of the 
lane. There are no archaeologically-significant field names. 

2.24 The sale particulars of June 1833 also provide a detailed description ofthe Hall: 

"A Capital Mansion called Throxenby Hall ... containing dining and drawing 
rooms, breakfast pariour and study, principal and secondary staircases, eight 
best bedrooms, with numerous attics for the accommodation of servants, 
convenient and suitable attached and detached offices of every description, 
excellent coach house, stabling, barns and granaries, pumps of hard and soft 
water, flower and kitchen gardens, with a neat carriage entrance to the Hall, 
forming a complete and desirable residence for the Country Gentleman" 
(EYCRO DD/LO). 

2.25 Despite this glowing endorsement, possibly enhanced to achieve a good sale, 
the Hall was described as a "plain old fashioned building" in 1857 and 1890 
(Kelly 1857, 1474; Bulmer 1890,1018-19), and it was used as a farmhouse for 
much of the 19th century. In 1851 it was occupied by Joseph Baker, a 48 year 
old farmer of 120 acres, his wife, three agricultural labourers, and three female 
sen/ants (SLHL HO 107, 2368), while in 1890 and 1893 it was occupied by 
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William Hebden Esq, a banker (Bulmer 1890,1018-19; Kelly 1893, 255); in 1901 
he lived there with his wife, six children, a nurse and five servants (SHLS RG13, 
4534). In 1905 the Hall was described as the "Yorkshire and Throxenby 
Convalescence Home", with Miss Florence Vigor as matron (Kelly 1905,370). In 
the 1930s it became a residential hotel or guest house, and in February 1947 it 
was opened as a North Yorkshire County Council reform school (notes in SLHL). 

3 THE STUDY AREA 

Physical Characteristics 

3.1 The 1.62 hectare development site lies on the south-eastsideof Throxenby Hall, 
on the north side of Lady Edith's Drive. The field in question lies at c.70m AOD 
and has a south-facing aspect. 

Historical Development 

3.2 As stated above, the first detailed plan of the site is the 1771 enclosure map 
(NYCRO 1/SCA MIC 289) (see figure 3). This shows that the area to the south of 
the Hall is made up of several roughly rectangular fields, between Throxenby 
Lane and the Common. The Hall and an east-west aligned building lying to the 
north are depicted, as well as three buildings on the east side of Throxenby Lane 
with plots of land extending back (east) from the road. An enclosure on the west 
side of the lane might also represent the boundary of former medieval plots (see 
below). Lady Edith's Drive does not appear to have been constructed at this 
time. 

3.3 The newly enclosed fields were created by the Enclosure Award of November 
1777, and the resulting field pattem is shown on a plan of 1833. This later plan 
shows that the field boundaries to the south of the Hall have been rationalised, 
although the underlying pattern remains, and that new fields had been created 
from the Common further to the north and west (see figure 3). There is also 
evidence of new building at the Hall (although this might just reflect improved 
cartographic skills), and it would appear that High Farm and Low Farm had been 
built to manage the newly-enclosed fields. The schedule accompanying the 
1833 plan shows that the Hall landholding covered c.85 acres; none of the 
associated field names are immediately significant although the field closest to 
the east side of Throxenby Lane was called "Garth" which might indicate former 
medieval enclosures. 

3.4 The close comparison between the historic and current maps and plans allows 
the development of the study area to be traced. Figure 4 provides a simple map 
regression, as far as is possible given the constraints of the original mapping. 

3.5 The rectangular enclosure running to the south of the Hall as depicted on the 
1771 enclosure map corresponds to the west side of the present study area, 
while a lynchet in the pasture field to the west corresponds to an angled field 
boundary. The western side of a second enclosure located on the Throxenby 
Lane frontage also extends into the east side of the study area. 

3.6 By 1833 the western enclosure had been removed, to produce a large field 
named as "Hall Garths" (plot 61); the north side of this single field lies outside the 
study area. There has also been some sub-division ofthe eastern enclosure, 
into two plots on the road frontage, now both containing buildings (plots 58 and 
59), with a larger field to the west named as "Garth" (plot 60). The larger of the 
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two buildings depicted on the map corresponds to "Lodge Cottage", a Grade II 
Listed Building of Special Architectural or Historic Interest; both these plots lie 
outside the study area. 

The Ordnance Survey 1854 1st edition 6" map shows relatively little change in 
the study area, apart from a new north-south field boundary dividing the large 
single "Hall Garths" field. This boundary had again been removed by the 1890-
01 edition, although the rest are retained. The 1854 map shows that there has 
been substantial development along the west side of Throxenby Lane, and the 
1890 map shows the full extent of the gardens adjoining Throxenby Hall. 

No other changes to the field boundaries are depicted on the subsequent 
Ordnance Survey 1895 and 1912 maps. However, by 1928 a new boundary has 
been introduced into the northern edge of the large "Hall Garths" field, which 
partly corresponds to the present northern edge of the study area; the function of 
this new boundary is unclear, although it appears to allow access into a new 
rectangular enclosure at its east end. 

The most significant changes occur between 1928 and 1970. The range of 
buildings built between 1833 and 1854 along the west side of Throxenby Lane 
have mostly been demolished, to make way for new housing set slightly further 
back from the street frontage. The eariier buildings on the roadside. Lodge 
Cottage and The Lodge, are the older properties, and these lie towards the 
southern end of the row. The west side of the enclosure behind these houses 
has also been removed, to be replaced by another boundary on a similar 
alignment to the east which now represents the east side of the study area. A 
new tennis court has also been built within the former gardens at the Hall, 
leading to a rationalisation of the surrounding boundaries, and the Hall has 
undergone significant enlargement; this activity probably dates to the 1930s or 
1940s when the Hall became a residential hotel and subsequently a reform 
school (see above). 

From figure 4, it can be seen that the boundaries forming the west and south 
sides of the study area represent historic pre-18th century land divisions, while 
the majority ofthe northern boundary was created at the turn ofthe 20th century. 
The east side of the study area is a modern feature, created after the 1930s; the 
small strip of land on its east side has since been incorporated into the gardens 
of the houses on the lane frontage. 

Archaeological Sites 

3.11 Only three archaeological sites or features have been identified within the study 
area, as described below and shown on figure 5. However, as mentioned above, 
it should be noted that the grass in the study area was very high and overgrown 
at the time of the site visit, and it was almost impossible to identify any definite 
earthworks. Any slight features such as those recorded in the High Farm 
development site on the north side of the Hall (Dennison 2002, figure 5) would 
have been missed but, apart from a possible track (see below), no earthworks 
are shown in this field on an aerial photograph taken in 1953 (Rimington 1961, 
9). 

Site 1: Former field boundaries 

3.12 As can be seen from figure 4, a number of former field boundaries crossed the 
study area, but these were not all contemporary. The oldest of the boundaries 
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lies in the western side of the area, and this forms part of an enclosure shown on 
the 1777 enclosure map to the south of the Hall. It is interesting to note that this 
enclosure did not extend further to the south, as far as Lady Edith's Drive. This 
boundary had been removed by 1833 when a larger field called "Hall Garths" had 
been created. A former boundary of a similar, and possibly medieval, date lies in 
the east side of the study area, representing the back line of an enclosure 
located on the west side of Throxenby Lane; a comparison ofthe historic maps 
shows that this boundary was removed after 1930. 

3.13 Another north-south field boundary formeriy divided the study area into two 
approximate halves, although this feature is only depicted on the Ordnance 
Sun/ey 1854 6" map. The final boundary is a former right-angled alignment on 
the south side of the former tennis court, which was created around the turn of 
the 20th century and which had been removed by the 1970s. 

3.14 None of these former field boundaries were positively identified at the time ofthe 
site visit, due to the dense vegetation which covered the site. However, slight 
north-south aligned rises in the otherwise gentle southwards slope of the field 
could be detected, and these probably correspond to some of the former 
boundaries. The former boundary on the east side of the study area was also 
apparent as a short section of tree line, although no obvious earthworks were 
present. 

Site 2: Possible trackway, west side of study area 

3.15 An illustration produced by Rimington (1961, 9) shows a number of earthworks 
adjacent to the study area, mostly representing elements of the deserted village 
of Hatterboard, which were recorded from an aerial photograph taken in 1953. 
However, included in this figure is a "trackway" which enters the study area from 
the north-west. The alignment of this trackway appears to correspond with a 
field boundary shown on the west side ofthe study area on the 1771 and 1833 
maps, but not thereafter (see figure 4). It is also possible that this trackway 
and/or boundary corresponds with the prominent lynchet visible in the pasture 
field to the west ofthe study area. However, no sign ofthe trackway or any other 
earthworks were visible within the study area. 

Site 3: Pond, north-east corner of study area 

3.16 A sub-rectangular pond, measuring c.18m by c.lOm, is shown on the modern 
Ordnance Survey map in the north-east corner ofthe study area (see figure 2). It 
is not shown on any previous editions, and so is probably a modern feature. The 
pond still survives, although is rather overgrown. Its function is unclear, and it 
may simply have been dug to create a wildlife habitat. 

Conclusions 

3.17 The medieval and post-medieval village of Throxenby always appears to have 
been small, compared to most of the other neighbouring settlements, and the 
area covered by 19th century township was significantly less than those around 
it. Only four taxpayers are listed in 1301 and a document of 1314-15 suggests 
that there were nine smallholdings and five cottages in the manor (Brown 1896, 
57-58). The 1673 Hearth Tax implies there were three sizable houses and at 
least nine small cottages in the village (Ripon Historical Society 1991, 41). 
Although some of these houses and smallholdings could have been located in 
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outlying parts of the township, the village appears to have been small and 
probably suffered some decline during the eariy post-medieval period. 

3.18 It is likely that the settlement would have been strung out along either side ofthe 
southern part of Throxenby Lane, to the south of the Moor Lane junction as far 
as the unnamed watercourse which forms the township boundary. An earthwork 
bank was noted within the High Farm development site on the north side ofthe 
Hall, running parallel to the west side of the lane, and this probably represents 
the limit of occupation beyond which were arable and pasture fields (Dennison 
2002, 20). 

3.19 The manor was held by absentee landlords during the medieval and eariy post-
medieval periods, and this probably explains the lack of an eariy manorial centre 
or focus in the township. However, a manor house is mentioned in 1644-45 
(Russell 1968a, 479), and the fact that it had five hearths in 1673 implies that it 
was a substantial structure. The existing Hall appears, from external evidence, 
to be late 18th or eariy 19th century in date, but it is possible that the remains of 
an eariier structure lie embedded within, or underneath, the present building. 

3.20 In the 19th century, the study area was mostly formed by a single field called 
"Hall Garths" in 1833. This, and its predecessor shown on the 1771 enclosure 
map, was probably a paddock or enclosure associated with Hall, and it is likely to 
have always been in pasture. The arrangement of enclosures in and beyond the 
east side of the study area mirrors the situation recorded on the High Farm 
development site to the north and in the deserted village of Hatterboard to the 
south (Rimington 1961), namely several small house plots (plots 58 and 59 on 
the 1833 map) located on the street frontage, with a larger enclosure (plot 60) 
behind them to the west. This pattern may be associated with a medieval "croft 
and toft" system, where individually-held plots of land (crofts) would have 
extended to the west from the rear of the houses (tofts) on the street frontage; 
these crofts would probably have had a variety of uses, but are most likely to 
have been small agricultural plots. It is interesting to note that the owners of the 
present houses on Throxenby Lane have recently extended their gardens into 
part of this eariier enclosure (see figure 5), perhaps thus restoring a part of the 
medieval village morphology. 

4 ASSESSMENT OF DEVELOPMENT IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
MITIGATION 

Introduction 

4.1 For archaeological sites and monuments, the main impacts arising from 
development may be summarised as: 

• possible disturbance and/or destruction of above or below-ground 
archaeological deposits from works associated with the proposals, whether 
from actual construction or secondary works such as landscaping, site 
compounds and borrow pits etc; 

possible demolition or loss of parts of buildings or other structures; 

• severance from other linked features such as field systems, agricultural 
complexes and landscapes; 
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• changes in the original landscape; 

• increased visual intrusion and increases in noise, vibration and disturbance; 

• loss of amenity. 

4.2 Possible mitigation measures to offset development impact can be summarised 
as: 

• locate any disturbance away from archaeological remains and their settings; 

• undertake appropriate recording works and other investigations in advance 
of construction; 

• undertake appropriate recording works and other investigations during 
construction. 

4.3 Such measures depend on the importance of the site and in practice a 
combination of measures is often used. 

Summary of Development Proposals 

4.4 Full details of the development proposals are contained with the detailed 
planning permission (application no 02/02203/FL), which is currently under 
consideration by Scarborough District Council. 

4.5 In summary, the proposals involve the construction of a new hospital within the 
study area. The main structures will be located in the eastern two thirds of the 
site, with landscaped grounds to the west and parking to the south. Access into 
the site will be off Lady Edith's Drive, near the south-east corner of the site. The 
nature of the development and the natural topography of the site means that 
existing ground levels will be significantly modified throughout the study area. 

Assessment of Importance and Condition 

4.6 Using the data gathered by the desk-top research, an initial assessment of the 
importance and condition of each site identified within the study area can be 
made. This assessment is based on professional judgement, and a combination 
of the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport's criteria for scheduling 
ancient monuments and listing buildings of Special Architectural or Historic 
Interest, and the criteria developed by English Heritage in their Monuments 
Protection Programme. 

4.7 It is considered that, on the basis of the currently available information, the three 
identified archaeological sites within the study area are all of Local importance. 

Impact of Development 

4.8 It can be assumed that the proposed changes in ground levels within the study 
area mean that there will no opportunity for the preservation in situ of any below 
ground archaeological deposits within the site. As a result, all archaeological 
deposits or earthworks that might currently exist will be destroyed by the 
development. 
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Archaeological Potential 

4.11 During the medieval and subsequent periods, it is likely that the whole of the 
study area was, and is still, given over to an agricultural regime, probably 
pasture. However, a part of the medieval village of Throxenby appears to have 
been located adjacent to the study area, along the west side of Throxenby Lane. 
It is likely that these properties were confined within a c.20m wide strip defined 
by a boundary shown on the historic maps. A further c.40m wide enclosure to 
the west of these properties (named as "Garth" - plot 60 - on a map of 1833) 
might represent the extent of former individual crofts or plots of land associated 
with the medieval houses; these plots were usually given over to either arable or 
pasture regimes. The western ends of these crofts extend into the study area, 
and it is possible that some archaeological deposits associated with the 
presumed former agricultural use may survive here. 

4.12 The position of the former Throxenby Hall has also not been established. 
Although the medieval and early post-medieval landowners are likely to have 
been absent from the village, a manor house at Throxenby is mentioned in 1644-
45 (Russell 1969a, 479), and the fact that it had five hearths in 1673 implies that 
it was a substantial building. The existing Hall appears to be late 18th or eariy 
19th century in date, and it is possible that the remains of an eariier structure lie 
embedded within or underneath the present building. The nature of the local 
topography suggests that any below-ground deposits associated with an eariier 
hall will lie to the north of, and beyond, the study area on the higher and flatter 
ground. 

4.13 Finally, although not covered by this assessment, there is some evidence for 
pre-Roman settlement and occupation in the area around the development site. 
The possibility of uncovering prehistoric material within the site should not, 
therefore, be discounted. 

4.14 Given the above, and the state of the current information, it is considered that 
the archaeological potential of the whole development site is low. 

Recommendations for Mitigation 

4.15 It is envisaged that several separate stages of work will be required to ensure 
that any identified archaeological sites within the development area are afforded 
an adequate and appropriate level of recording prior to their destruction 
(preservation by record). Such work is now standard practice, and is in line with 
national and regional planning guidance. 

Stage 1: Pre-development recording 

4.16 It is recommended that the whole of the study area is subject to a geophysical 
survey prior to any development or ground disturbance work. This is a non-
intrusive survey technique which provides a quick and cost-effective way of 
assessing areas of archaeological potential. However, the existing vegetation 
within the study area would need to be cut and removed to allow the survey work 
to take place. It would also be appropriate to revisit the study area once the 
grass has been cut, to check for the presence of any earthworks or other 
features which might provide an indication to below-ground archaeological 
deposits. 
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4.17 These two actions should be combined into a sun/ey report, and the work should 
be able to confirm the presence or absence of archaeological deposits within the 
study area to a greater of confidence than that currently available. 

4.18 It should be noted that the parameters and methodology any pre-development 
recording should be discussed and approved by North Yorkshire County Council 
archaeological staff and the Local Planning Authority. This will ensure 
compatibility with existing recording standards and compliance with any 
subsequent planning condition that may be imposed. It may, for example, be 
necessary to produce method statements or specifications for the proposed 
mitigation works. 

Stage 2: Other works 

4.19 The results of the Stage 1 works will determine whether any further 
archaeological work will be required to mitigate the effects of the proposed 
development scheme. Until the Stage 1 results are available therefore, it is not 
possible to comment in detail on this further stage of work. 

4.20 However, if no archaeological deposits are detected across the site, there may 
be no requirement to undertake any further archaeological work prior to or during 
development. Conversely, if some features are revealed, further limited or area-
specific investigative works such as trial trenching or open area excavation may 
be required, and/or a watching brief during the initial stages of development. 
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