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Proposed Overhead Powerlines, North Yorkshire: Archaeological Assessment. Introduction 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The aim of the study is to assess the available archaeological information for the respective 
study corridors. This involved consideration of known and potential archaeological sites, their 
extents, forms, degree of preservation and, where possible, an assessment of their significance 
and importance. With respect to the latter it was desired that a scoring system be adopted in 
order that a hierarchy of sites might be determined, and ultimately a hierarchy of corridors, in 
terms of their archaeological character and sensitivity to the impact of a new overhead 
powerline. In this respect the wider (visual) setting of archaeological sites was considered as 
well as the impact upon their physical integrity. Insofar as it is possible at this stage, the study 
also aimed to present a practical strategy of further archaeological evaluation for those sites 
and areas that have inadequate information upon which to base any reliable significance or 
importance criteria. 

1.2 The desk study included the collation of information fi-om both the North Yorkshire and 
the West Yorkshire Sites and Monuments Records, their National Archaeological Record 
holdings. The Yorkshire Archaeology Society Library, West Yorkshire Archives Service and 
English Heritage. Further details on the sources consulted are provided in Section 5. 

1.3 The report falls naturally into three parts. Part I (Sections 2-6) provides general 
background information, outlining the location and general nature of the wider study area, 
whilst also providing brief details of the methodology employed and the source material 
available. The second and largest part of the report (Part II; Sections 7-10 and Volume 2) 
presents the archaeological data sequentially, on a corridor by corridor basis, in both written 
and graphic forms. The final part of the report (Part III; Sections 11-17) considers the 
archaeological importance of each corridor, the impact of the proposed scheme on the 
archaeology, and offers conclusions and recommendations for fiirther archaeological work that 
could be required. 

Note: Followmg the completion of this report a proposed route through Corridor D was 
submittedfor more specific comment and recommendations. This additional information is 
presented as Appendix 4, in order that the integrity of the original report is not compromised. 
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Parti 

General Information 
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Proposed Overhead Powerlines, North Yorkshire Archaeological Assessment Part I 

2. Location, Topography and Geology (Fig 1) 
2 

2.1 The wider study covers an irregular area of about 100km This area, which extends from 
Knaresborough in the north-west to Moor Monkton in the north-east, becomes increasingly 
narrower towards the south as the existing powerlines (delineating the westem and eastem 
edges) converge towards Bramham and Tadcaster, effectively the south-westem and south-
eastem comers of the study zone The four east-west study comdors (A B, C and D) are 
spaced almost equidistantly to the north and south of the Wetherby-York road (B1224) The 
comdor areas were predetermined by the client on the basis of other related cntena for the 
overhead powerline m these particular locations Within the comdors exclusion zones had 
already been delineated on the basis of known concems 

2.2 Geographically, the study area occupies the westem half of the Vale of York The geology 
of the area is quite complex in places, though essentially the central area seems to consist of 
boulder clay with Magnesian Limestone outcropping in the south-west and westem margins 
Lacustnne sands, clays and gravels predominate towards the north-eastem part of the area, 
with alluvium occupying the larger river valleys (Ordnance Survey 1959, 1974) The land is 
relatively flat and rarely nses above 40m OD The two pnncipal nvers of the area are the River 
Nidd m the north and the River Wharfe in the south Both are mature meandenng nvers, prone 
to flooding in places These apart there are a number of minor dikes and streams draining the 
area, although the clay is generally conducive to poor drainage Because of this, settlement in 
this area has tended to be located on the higher land, often over 20m OD The cunent land-
use in the area is predominantly arable farming Permanent pasture is now relatively scarce and 
tends to be found only in the nver valleys and in the immediate vicimties ofthe pnncipal 
villages 

3. General Historical Background 

3.1 The Prehistoric Period 
Beyond what is known of the Neolithic/Bronze Age henge and associated ntual landscape 
around Newton Kyme, very little is known about the exploitation of this area in Prehistonc 
times The few isolated find spots, and the lack of tangible evidence for settlement sites, would 
seem to endorse the notion that this wet lowland area was probably marginal to most 
prehistonc activity The more likely areas for prehistonc settlement he on the lighter, better 
drained soils ofthe higher limestone areas in the western and south-westem parts of the study 
area, though some exploitation along the major nver valleys and terraces might be expected 

3.2 The Roman Period 
Newton Kyme fort and vicus also represents the only known occupation site of Roman date 
within the four study corridors However, there are a number of known Roman settlements in 
close proximity to the study area (notably York, probably Tadcaster and possibly Wetherby), 
and It IS very likely that the study comdors constitute part of their rural hinterlands There are 
sites of Iron Age farmsteads and Roman villas known on the limestone to the south and west 
of Comdor D (e g Wattle Syke, SE407460, Dalton Pariours, SE405448 and Kirby Wharfe, 
SE505408), though none are conclusively known from the areas of the study comdors This 
again may possibly reflect the heavy clay soils that tend to prevail there Apart from Newton 
Kyme, the most obvious Roman monuments are the two principal Roman roads that traverse 
the study area The north-south road, known as Rudgate, passes through all the study 
comdors This road is a northem branch off the Castleford to York Roman road, crossing the 
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Figure 1: Location map showing the 
relative positions of study corridors 
A,B,C and D. 
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Proposed Overhead Powerlines, North Yorkshire Archaeological Assessment Part I 

River Wharfe at Newton Kyme rather than at Tadcaster, possibly as a more direct northem 
route that avoided York (Ramm, 1976) The other known Roman road mns north-westwards 
out of York to join the Rudgate just north of Whixley Today its course is mainly represented 
by the A59 road which cuts through the eastem half of Comdor A These known Roman 
roads constitute the main artenal routes between the larger Roman military centres 
Consideration must also be given however to the possibility of networks of minor Roman 
roads and trackways m the landscape, that still remain to be identified 

3.3 The Post-Roman Period 
Little IS known of the post-Roman history of this area The area may have been bordenng (or 
even part of) the Bntish Kingdom of Elmet which emerged around AD 400, and it seems likely 
that It constituted part of a frontier zone with the new Saxon Kingdom of Diera to the east 
(FauU, 1981) The area later became part of the Saxon Earldom of Northumbna and was, from 
the 8th century, subject to Viking incursions York was captured in AD 867 and the area 
formed part of the Danelaw Saxon and Scandinavian settlement at York is well attested, and 
archaeologically their is some suggestion of a settlement at Tadcaster However, in the 
absence of anything more tangible, Bntish, Saxon and Scandinavian activity within the study 
areas relies heavily upon the study of place-names Many of the earliest forms are first 
recorded in the Domesday accounts of 1086, that in itself usually being indicative of a long
standing pre-Norman settlement 

3.4 The Medieval period 
In the immediate post-Conquest penod this part of Yorkshire was part of a volatile frontier 
zone between the newly conquered Norman south and pockets of Saxon resistance, supported 
by raiding Scots and Scandinavians, in the north Consequently, the 11th century saw the 
region carved up into large buffer estates under the control of powerful Norman lords, such as 
the de Percys and the de Lacys In the later medieval penod the study zone lay in a landscape 
sunounded by major estates of the Duchy of Lancaster and the Duchy of York 

Throughout the medieval penod Yorkshire has suffered from rebellions and intermittent war 
with the Scots These upheavals, coupled with natural catastrophes, such as the Black Death, 
have almost certainly contributed to settlement shift and abandonment In a number of cases 
within the study area the remains of these medieval settlements can still be seen Many ofthe 
sites date from an early period, and in most cases possess a Domesday pedigree Some of 
these sites still display tangible evidence of their antiquity in the form of earthworks These 
often represent the former locations of crofts, tofts, roads, field systems and fish ponds 
Evidence of medieval social stratification can be found in the form of earthwork remains of 
moated manorial complexes and the enclosed areas of large deer parks, though the study area 
IS largely devoid of the major castles and monastic establishments that Yorkshire is renowned 
for The former medieval villages of this area occur in three basic recognised forms, Inhabited 
Medieval Villages, or IMVs (where the medieval remains are entirely encompassed by the 
modem settlement). Shrunken Medieval Villages, or SMVs (where the contemporary 
settlement is smaller than the original medieval one), and Deserted Medieval Villages, or 
DMVs (where the settlement was abandoned in the medieval period and never resunected) 

3.5 The Post-Medieval Period 
Post-medieval impacts on the landscape were considerable The activities ofthe English Civil 
War, in the mid 17th century, had some sigmficant localised impact on the countryside, some 
of which might be represented in Comdor B But probably the greatest upheaval in the post-
medieval landscape was the Parliamentary Enclosures Enclosure of the open fields was 
widespread from the 15th century, though on a relatively small scale The 16th and 17th 
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Proposed Overhead Powerlines, North Yorkshire Archaeological Assessment Part I 

centunes saw a gradual increase until the Enclosure movements ofthe 18th and 19th 
centunes, which saw many areas inflicted with a totally new regime of regular fields, roads and 
drains, from about 1750, that drastically reshaped the medieval countryside The effects of the 
Enclosure can be readily seen on early maps of the study area (though it is possible that many 
enclosures in this area occuned pnor to the 18th century, as the Enclosure Act in Yorkshire 
was more concemed with the enclosure of upland heaths and common moors) The mapping 
that accompanied the Act is not always available, though the first edition Ordnance Survey 
mapping of the mid 19th century probably provides a most comprehensive record ofthe new 
post-medieval regimes In general, other than sites of potential Civil War interest, the only 
post-medieval sites noted in this study are Listed Buildings and a number of bnck kiln sites 
known from the mid 19th century 

4. Methodology 

4.1 In the first instance the Sites and Monuments Record computer databases for North 
Yorkshire and West Yorkshire were intenogated for summary information of all known 
archaeological sites within the study comdors The computer search for the North Yorkshire 
sites was camed out polygonaly In all cases an additional zone at least 300m wide (in some 
places considerably greater) beyond the comdor edge was also included in the search in order 
to capture archaeological sites whose settings might have to be taken into consideration To 
this end the whole of the area between Comdors C and D was included in the imtial computer 
search 

4.2 The sites were provisionally plotted onto working base maps in order that their nature, 
location and proximity to the study comdors could be assessed Sites were then selected for 
further research at the Sites and Monuments Record offices This part of the work aimed to 
enhance and validate the summary information for sites within or on the penphery of the 
comdors This involved transcribing sketch plots of cropmark and earthwork features, 
searches ofthe site record cards and pansh/township files, listed building records and air 
photograph collections The SMR searches yielded information on the majonty of the sites, 
find-spots, cropmarks, earthworks, field systems and Listed Buildings collated in this report 

4 3 Additional research was camed out at the Yorkshire Archaeology Society library in Leeds 
and at West Yorkshire Archive Service offices in Wakefield and Leeds Searches were 
conducted of penod joumals and recent and antiquanan histones for reports of past 
archaeological findings and other serendipitous discovenes Old maps, in particular the first 
edition, 6 mches to the mile. Ordnance Survey maps and a number of archive maps, were also 
scmtinised for significant sites and place-names 

4.4 Determining a 'Site' 
4 41 At this stage all the information was reconsidered with a view to detemnmng which data 
or data groups were to be considered as constituting a 'site' for the purposes of the report In 
some cases the cntenon for determining a site was an absence of detailed information, rather 
than a wealth of it For example, in the case of cropmark complexes, which are invanably not 
diagnostic or suggestive of any particular penod or function, and for which contemporaneity 
cannot be assumed, the full extent of the cropmark has been considered as one site - even 
though in reality it could be the nett result of several different sites of different penods 
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•^^ In some cases an isolated banow, an area of ndge and funow, or just a lone find spot 
may be considered to warrant a single dot on the map However, where such phenomena are 
known to form part of a greater contemporary entity, they have not been considered 
discretely That is, where a banow is part of a banow field or cemetery, ndge and funow 
earthworks are part of a field system, and a find has a site provenance, they become 
components of the larger site In this respect dots on the comdor distnbution maps cannot be 
considered to have equal weighting 

4 43 The drawing together of vanous site components has to some degree been done in order 
to try and satisfy the monument class descnptions used by English Hentage's Monument 
Protection Programme (MPP), upon which the site scoring system is based (see Sections 12 
and 13) This system attempts to divide sites on the basis of penod and function For example, 
the palimpsest landscape at Newton Kyme (Comdor D) is rationalised into chronological and 
fiinctional components, the prehistonc henge, the prehistonc banow field, the Roman fort, the 
Roman vicus, the Roman road and the inhabited medieval village and field system In the 
majonty of cases, however, such a straightforward rationalisation has not been possible In 
some cases a site may even have to be de-rationalised For example where a medieval village 
possesses monument classes such as a moat and/or a church, these wall have to be scored 
separately - though they are still considered withm their village context 

4.5 Site inspections were carned out over a two day penod (20th-21st October 1993) Sites 
were selected for inspection on the basis of whether they were within the study comdors 
(outside exclusion zones), known or likely to have a visible component (earthworks or 
structures), of unknown character and preservation and were accessible via public nghts of 
way While only a small percentage of the sites were closely inspected, as many as possible 
were rapidly assessed in order to establish the cunent land use In many cases limited access 
necessitated that this was a long-range exercise 

5. The Sources 

5.1 The sources of archaeological information that might be consulted in a desk-based study of 
this nature have recently been itemised by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (1993) These 
sources generally correspond to those listed in the model specification provided for the project 
by the North Yorkshire Sites and Monuments Record, the potential of most of which have 
been discussed and explained elsewhere (e g Emmison, 1966, FauU and Moorhouse, 1981, 
Hoskins, 1955, 1967, Aston and Rowley 1974, Exwood and Unwin, 1974) 

5.2 The aim of the desk-based study is to assess the known and potential archaeological 
resource within a specific area As such a study has only limited time to gather Icnown' 
information, the pnncipal cntenon for being Icnown' is taken to be that the information has 
been deposited in the county Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) Consequently, the amount 
of time spent gathenng information was weighted towards an intenogation of the respective 
SMRs for North Yorkshire and West Yorkshire 

5.3 The sources in the Sites and Monuments Records 

5 31 Computer based records 
Only summary records were available on computer for the North Yorkshire sectors study area 
This information consisted of the SMR number, a gnd reference and a classification and bnef 
descnption The majonty of the computensed sites were cropmark sites, many of which had 
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not been allocated SMR numbers, a large proportion recorded as having 'no detail' More 
expansive computer records were available for the West Yorkshire sites m the study comdors 
and fuU textual accounts were obtainable in most cases 

5 3 2 Record cards 
Archaeological data is stored on record cards in two indexes in the North Yorkshire Sites and 
Monuments Record, the long standing Yorkshire Archaeology Society (YAS) inventones, and 
the more recent (and mcomplete) compilations of the National Archaeological Record (NAR) 
Both index information on a 10km gnd-square basis which is cross-referenced to a 1 10,000 
distnbution map At the time of search there was no NAR record cards for the study comdor 
areas and information was taken solely from the YAS inventory cards In the West Yorkslure 
Sites and Monuments Record all record card based information (mamly based upon the 
Ordnance Survey archaeological record cards and the NAR files held by the RCHME) has 
now been transfened into the township files 

5 3 3 Pansh/Township files 
Further archaeological information is stored by individual pansh (North Yorkshire) or 
township (West Yorkshire) Although there can be considerable duplication of some 
information from the card indexes, these files contain copies of evaluation reports, field 
inspections, journal off-pnnts, relevant conespondence and, for North Yorkshire, details of 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments The latter have a separate distnct file in the West Yorkshire 
Sites and Monuments Record 

5 3 4 Map based information 
The 1 10,000 antiquity base maps in the North Yorkshire SMR are provided with overlays, 
onto which have been sketch-plotted anomalies and features recorded from air photographs 
These essentially fall into two categones, cropmark anomalies and features consistent with 
ndge and fijnow earthwork field systems 

5 3 5 Air Photographs 
Two forms of air photography have mainly been used for archaeological reconnaissance, 
vertical and oblique The higher altitude vertical sequences, mainly produced by Mendian 
Airmaps Ltd in the 1970s, provide almost comprehensive cover These tend to be more useful 
for identifying sites manifested by earthworks, such as ndge and funow, than for more subtle 
anomalies due to differential crop growth Low level oblique photographs are far more 
rewarding in identifying archaeological sites from cropmarks The theory and limitations of the 
method have been discussed in detail elsewhere (e g Faull and Moorhouse, 1981, St Joseph, 
1966, Yarwood and Mamot, 1988) The aenal detection of sites can be camed out to good 
effect in extremes of weather conditions (e g sites being exposed as parch marks or due to 
light snow or frost) However, most are detected as cropmarks These are produced by 
differential rates of growth, or npening, occumng in a crop due to archaeological factors 
affecting the depth and penetration of the root systems As a simple example, a ditch will 
usually result m taller, later npemng crops, whereas a stone surface will tend to produce 
stunted, parched crops The degree of effect can vary from crop to crop and can be very 
dependent upon the prevailing weather conditions and soils in an area Therefore, air 
reconnaissance that has produced a negative result on one occasion does not necessarily imply 
that there is no archaeology, or that it will not show something in a future change in crop 
regime 
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The interpretation of air photographs is very subjective and the reported occunence of a site 
based on air reconnaissance was venfied wherever possible Both the North Yorkshire and 
West Yorkshire sectors ofthe study comdors have been comprehensively photographed from 
the air However, many of the photographs used for plotting sites in the North Yorkshire 
sectors had been retumed to pnvate collections and were not available for conoboration to be 
made In general, cropmark sites identified from oblique photographs appear to be fairly 
reliable However, some of the sites plotted from vertical air photographs appear to be open to 
question Consequently, these are accorded a low quality (i e reliability) rating in the sconng 
of sites (see Section 6 2 9) 

5 3 6 Listed Buildings 
Listed buildings information is recorded by pansh on a distnct basis The wntten component 
takes the form of a number of distnct lists dealing with adjacent groups of panshes within that 
distnct (colloquially known as 'green backs *) The wntten component is supported by 
distnbution maps at 1 10,000 scale (larger for town centres) At the time of search there was 
no map based information for the pansh of Thorp Arch 

5.4 Other Sources 

5 41 Field and Place-names 
Field and place-names are important indicators of past activities in the landscape Many of the 
larger settlements were first recorded m the Domesday accounts of 1086 However, many of 
the minor place-names and field-names (ongmally given as descnptive names alluding to the 
natural landscape, the use it was put to, or its peculianties) only start to become commonly 
recorded in 13th-century charters These names can often be attnbuted to much earlier 
penods, but it is cntical that they be located geographically if they are to be used for the 
purposes of archaeological speculation Luckily, many of these early names survive to be 
recorded on estate maps, which can date from the 16th century, in the Tithe surveys of the mid 
19th century, and even on the first edition Ordnance Survey maps The interpretation of place-
names IS fraught with problems The phonetic development of the spoken language through 
time can change a word to the extent that by the 19th century it could imply a totally different 
meamng to that when it was allocated in, for example, the Saxon penod The pnncipal source 
for interpreting place-names for this desk-study has been the English Place-name Society 
volumes for Yorkshire (Smith 1961) 

5 4 2 Old maps 
The main purpose of consulting old maps is to locate potential archaeological sites, by gaimng 
an insight into the lay-out ofthe past landscape, to conelate its spatial orgamsation with place-
names and their possible meanings and the anomalies detected from air reconnaissance or 
other remote sensing methods of landscape survey The pnncipal sources are old estate maps, 
the vanous antiquary's maps, tithe surveys, first edition Ordnance Survey and Enclosure maps 
The quality and legibility ofthe information can be quite vanable and the maps themselves 
quite dispersed, and often divorced from the wntten awards and apportionments that onginally 
accompamed them A number of maps were consulted at Wakefield and Leeds Archives, 
which still hold maps covenng the old West Riding The maps were found to have limited 
value, there being as much, if not better quality, information on the first edition Ordnance 
Survey maps Thomas Jeffery's map of 1775, although small scale was found to portray some 
useful landmarks A list of all the maps consuked, as well as fiirther maps that might be 
consuUed in any fixture work in specific areas, are provided as Appendix 1 
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5 4 3 Journals and key works 
A number of local and penod joumals were searched for information pertaimng to the study 
comdors These included the Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, Proceedings of the 
Prehistoric Society, Journal of Roman Studies, Britannia, Medieval Archaeology and the 
Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries Key works consulted included the Victoria County 
History and English Place-name Society volumes, Pevsner's West Riding volume in The 
Buildings of England senes, Faull and Stinson's edited version ofthe Yorkshire Domesday 
Book and regional histones such as Bogg's Lower Wharfedale as well a number of local 
village histones and pamphlets A full bibliography of all the cited sources is provided at the 
end of the report 

5.4 4 Correspondence and personal communications 
Copy conespondence (Lucilla Payne, 14th September 1993) was received relating the 
sigmficance that English Heritage afford the church of All Saints, Wighill and a potential 
settlement site near Moat House Personal contact was made to Mr Peter Wilson of English 
Hentage, in his capacity of Secretary of the Roman Section of the Yorkslure Archaeological 
Society, regarding the unpublished records of the late Herman Ramm's excavations at Newton 
Kyme in 1956-7 Dr Andrew David, of English Heritage's Ancient Monuments Laboratory 
was consulted regarding the effects overhead powerlines would have on the potential for 
fijture evaluation by geophysical techmques Dr Stuart Wrathmell, of the West Yorkshire 
SMR, and Mr Neil Campling, of the North Yorkshire SMR, were also consulted 

5 4 5 Geological information 
All geological information has been taken from the Ordnance Survey's 'Geological Survey of 
Great Bntain (England and Wales)', which maps dnft geology at a scale of 1 50,000 

6. Presentation of the data 

6.1 Information relating to the individual sites has been recorded and manipulated in specially 
designed computer database, with a facility for 18 fields of information Where it has been 
deemed to be necessary some bnef explanation of these fields is provided below, in the order 
they appear on the data pnnt-out sheets (Sections 6-10) 

6.2 The database fields 

6 21 Corridor/Site 
Each site has been allocated an alpha-numenc site code The letter prefix indicates the study 
comdor the site is in, or is attnbuted to, whilst the number relates its sequential location 
moving west to east along the comdor 

62 2SMR/NL 
If a site has already been allocated a Sites and Monuments Record number this will have been 
entered with a N Y or WY prefix to indicate which county allocated the number For sites 
which have not been allocated a Sites and Monuments Record number an 'NL', or new listing, 
number has been allocated A concordance table of all NL numbers is provided as Appendix 2 
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62 3 SAM 
All Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAMs) have their own national number code Only four 
SAMs actually fall within the study comdors, though these cover six sites in Comdor D The 
Scheduled Areas are shown in Figure 14 

6 2 4 Listed Bldg Ref 
Listed Building references are cited in the form of a map square code (e g SE44NE) followed 
by a discrete numenc site code used in the distnct lists 

6 2 5MapNo 
This field refers to the report figures, upon which the site in question is featured Each 
comdor has a general location map at 1 25,000 scale, upon which all the sites are plotted 
Insets on these maps refer to more detailed figures presenting cropmark and earthwork 
information, plotted at a scale of 1 10,000 

6 2 6 Classification 
As far as it has been practical and reasonable to do so, the classification of sites has followed 
those used in the Monuments Protection Programme (Darvill, 1988a) A total of 35 site 
classifications have been employed in this report These are listed in Appendix 3 

62 7 Penod 
General penod terms employed within the Monuments Protection Programme (Darvill, 1988a) 
have been used where a site's age is known These are as follows 

Prehistoric: Upper Palaeolithic 30,000 BC - 10,000 BC 
Mesolithic 10,000 B C - 3,500 BC 
Neolithic 3,500 BC-2,000 BC 
Bronze Age 2,000 BC - 700 BC 
Iron Age 700 BC - AD 43 

Roman: AD 43 - AD 450 

Early Medieval. AD 450 - AD 1066 

Medieval: AD 1066-AD 1540 

Post Medieval: AD 1540 - present 

62 8 Description/Interpretation/Sources of Information 
An infimte text field has been employed in the database in order that the information might be 
synthesised as a rationalised and coherent site account, with the data sources cited at the most 
relevant places withm the text 
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62 9 Quality of Information 
This IS a subjective assessment of confidence in the information that has been gathered It has 
been expressed as a numencal score between 1 and 3, later used as a factor of enhancement in 
the site sconng formula (see Section 12) It should be noted that the monuments within each 
sconng band are not of equal importance The quality sconng cntena are as follows 

Score 3 Scheduled Ancient Monuments, certain Listed Buildings, sites which have been 
confirmed by evaluation and record 

Score 2 Potential sites which remain unconfirmed, such as cropmark configurations, 
unexplained earthworks and certain unvisited sites 

Score 1 Sites for which there is good reason to believe the data is suspect or enoneous 

6 210 Current Ground Usage 
This field has generally only been completed in terms of differentiating between land that is 
being exploited for arable farming and that under permanent pasture The status of arable land 
is liable to rapid change over the short term, and for archaeological purposes it is only 
necessary to know whether the prevailing land-use is conducive to particular forms of fiirther 
evaluation (e g fieldwalking or geophysical survey) 

6 211 Proximity 
As the actual route of the proposed overhead powerline is not yet known, comments m this 
field relate solely to a site's proximity within, or to, the study comdor 

6 212 Importance Value 
This IS the score as calculated by the Monument Protection Programme cntena, where it is 
applicable, taking into account the site's hierarchical classification and discnmination cntena 
scores (see Section 12) 

6 213 Impact of the proposed scheme 
As the route and method of constmction of the proposed overhead powerhne are not yet 
known, this field has not, in most cases, been completed General comments on the possible 
impacts on certain areas and sites are made in Section 15 

6 214 Recommendation for further work 
As the location and constmction method of the overhead powerline are not yet known, only a 
general indication of fiarther strategies of archaeological evaluation by way of mitigation are 
made on a site specific basis at this stage General considerations for further work are 
discussed in Section 16 
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Part II 

The Archaeological Data 
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7. Corridor A (Figs 1-6) 

7.1 Comdor A is the longest ofthe study comdors It mns for a distance of about 15km, 
between Knaresborough in the west to Monkton Moor in the east, through the panshes of 
Knaresborough, Goldsborough, Allerton Mauleverer, Cattal, Green Hammerton, Kirk 
Hammerton and Wilstrop The comdor covers an area of about 10km , with about 80% of this 
area constituting the eastem half of the comdor area around Kirk Hammerton Much of the 
westem part of the comdor is merely a nanow stnp that hugs the Knaresborough to York rail 
route The westem part of the comdor nses to over 40m OD in places, though most of the 
comdor area lies below 30m OD and lies within the valley of the River Nidd 

7.2 Thirty eight sites have been reported, the relative importance of which is shown m Table 1 
Nine of these sites he well outside the comdor or within an established exclusion zone In 
terms of landscape features there seems to be a preponderance of cropmark sites in the west of 
the comdor which gradually give way to the regimes of medieval agnculture on the lower 
lands to the east 
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7.3 The Corridor A sites 

(see Volume 2 Site Directory for full details) 
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Figure 2: Corridor A-Site location map. 
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Figure 3: Corridor A - inset details 
showing the nature and extent of 
known cropmark anomalies and extant 
earthwork features. 
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Figure 4: Corridor A - inset details 
showing the nature and extent of 
known cropmark anomalies and extant 
earthwork features. 
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Figure 6: Corridor A - inset details 
showing the nature and extent of 
known cropmark anomalies and extant 
earthwork features. 

Proposed Overhead Powerlines-North 
Yorkshire, Archaeological Assessment. 

Key 

Corridor Boundary 

Exclusion Zone 

Inset Detailed Area 

Site Reference 

Rivers and Drainage 

Earthworks 

Cropmarks 

Line of Roman Road 

A6 

Reproduced from the 1975-81 Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 
mapping with the permission of the Controller of Her 
Majesty's Stationery Office 0 Crown Copyright. 
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and 
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. 

West Yorkshire Archaeology Service; Licence number 
076406. 

Scale 1:10,000 

A 
N 

0 
L 

500m 



Figure 5: Corridor A - inset details 
showing the nature and extent of 
known cropmark anomalies and extant 
earthwork features. 
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