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Preface 
 
 
The University of Southampton commissioned Michael Underwood BArch MSc AABC IHBC, 
Conservation Architect, to write this Record in June 2012.  He is Heritage Consultant to HGP 
Architects Limited and, until July 2012, was Senior Lecturer in Historic Building Conservation at the 
University of Portsmouth.  Before becoming an Associate at HGP, and managing its historic buildings 
group HGP Conservation, he was Partner and then Director of the Southampton practice, Gutteridges 
(formerly Mitchell, Son and Gutteridge, Gutteridge and Gutteridge, and then Gutteridge Woodford, 
Chambers), and lived in Southampton for many years.  Gutteridges designed and supervised the 
construction of a number of important buildings at the University of Southampton.  
 
Michael has more than forty years experience as a practicing architect, and twenty in the field of 
historic buildings and their conservation. He was accredited in 2004 by Architects Accredited in 
Building Conservation (AABC), a status recognised by English Heritage, following graduation with 
distinction with a masters degree in Historic Building Conservation. He continues to practice as a 
building conservation consultant to several practices and to lecture on conservation matters. 
 
He now lives in Southsea. 
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Chapter 1  Introduction 
 
The University of Southampton wishes to redevelop land in its ownership north of the South Hill Hall 
of Residence, comprising the 1959 Hall of Residence, Chamberlain Hall, and Bassett House, a 
Victorian building currently used as office accommodation.  In order to make best use of the site, the 
proposals include demolition of the two properties. 
 
The author has assessed the significance of Bassett House in his Statement of Significance, March 
2012, revised in August 2012, and concluded that although it was a villa within the 19th-century 
development of Bassett, Southampton, it is of modest architectural merit with limited historic and 
urban value, and has been so altered that it could not be defined as a ‘heritage asset’ under current 
planning policy. 
 
As a consequence conditional Demolition Prior Approval was granted by Southampton City Council 
on 22 May 2012 (Application No. 12/00598/DPA). Conditions 7 and 8 require ‘archaeological 
building recording’ for Bassett House before commencement of development ‘in accordance with a 
written scheme of investigation submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority’. 
 
This record provides for appropriate ‘archaeological building recording’ of Bassett House.  This has 
been agreed with Southampton City Council as meeting the above conditions. It is written to an 
enhanced1 Level 3 record standard as detailed by English Heritage in ‘Understanding Historic 
Buildings: A guide to good recording practice’ (2006). 
 
The National Planning Policy Framework (March 2012), which has replaced Planning Policy 
Statement 5 (PPS 5), states, in paragraph 141, that  ‘local planning authorities ..… should ……require 
developers to record and advance understanding of the significance of any heritage assets to be lost 
(wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to their importance and the impact, and to make this 
evidence (and any archive generated) publicly accessible’. This is the aim of ‘Bassett and Bassett 
House’. 
 
This record will include: 
 
 measured plans and elevations;  
 photographs - general views, all elevations, overall appearance of the principal rooms and  
  circulation areas, details (structural or decorative) relevant to the building's design,  
  copies of any relevant documents held by University of  Southampton; 
 written account - table of contents; location, statutory designations, date of record and  
  author and location of any archive; an account of the building type, purpose,  
  materials and dates, owners; reason for the record; overall form and phases; past and  
  present uses of the building; discussion of the building's past and historical context;  
  copies of relevant historic maps; and other relevant documentary information  
  available; full bibliographic and other references; a glossary of technical terms. 
 
This schedule is taken from ‘Understanding Historic Buildings’.  The information will be set out in a 
modified order in this record. 
 
Southampton City Council Site Code: SOU 1610 
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Note 1.  Level 3 does not require elevations.  However these are considered important for a record of one of the few 
remaining former villas of 19th-century Bassett. 

Chapter 2  Bassett  
 
 
The origins of Bassett 
 
Bassett, previously spelt ‘Basset’, is now a suburb just over two miles (approximately 3.5 kilometres) 
north of Southampton city centre. In the 18th century it was known as Stoneham Common with 
woodland in the northern section known as Basset Wood.  To the south was Southampton Common, 
which still exists, and then the town itself; to the east were the villages of South Stoneham and 
Swathling (or ‘Swaithling’, or its present-day spelling ‘Swaythling’). To the north was the extensive 
North Stoneham Park.  Chilworth Common lay still further north.  The road to London ran northwards 
from Southampton through the centre of Southampton and Stoneham Commons (now called The 
Avenue and Bassett Avenue respectively), and then along the east side of Chilworth Common (now 
Winchester Road  - northern section).  
 
A lane ran eastwards from the London road in between the first two commons (approximately 
fulfilling the function of present-day Burgess Road) and, further north up the London road, a lane or 
track ran eastwards from the south-west corner of North Stoneham Park connecting with Basset Lane, 
running westwards from the north of Swaythling and South Stoneham. In due course this became 
Basset Lane. It is now known as Bassett Green Road and marks the northern boundary of what was 
Stoneham Common/Basset Wood, the Southampton suburb of Bassett.  This early history is 
illustrated on the map of 1791 at Fig.1 
 
The village of Basset, sometimes known as Old Basset, a hamlet really, had existed roughly half way 
along Bassets Lane from at least the 18th century. At first it seems to have been named Bassets Lane 
End (perhaps the end of the main part of the early lane mentioned above running northwards and then 
westwards from Swaythling). The settlement became known as Bassett Green.  This village, with its 
green, still exists just south of Bassett Green Road (Bassets Lane) and just over half a mile (1 
kilometre) east of Bassett House. The parts of the village viewed as of national cultural importance 
are now statutorily protected under the Town and Country Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as Bassett Green Conservation Area (designated in September 1977).  
There are a number of listed buildings and structures in Bassett Green, the only ones in the Bassett 
area being discussed apart from two churches, St Michael and All Angels, and St Albans. There are 
also no buildings in this area on the Southampton City Council ‘Local List’.  There are no other 
Conservation Areas except covering the Ethelbert Avenue area. 
 
The area of Bassett east of the road to London was known as North Stoneham Common in the early 
19th century and may have been heathland (as the historic name, Heath Road, for Glen Eyre 
Road/Violet Road suggests), with the woodland perhaps developing further into the 1800’s after 
reducing use as common land. (Fig. 2) 
 
 
The 1850 ‘sylvan arcadia’ plan of Robert Hesketh 
 
At the middle of the 19th century all was to change. In the late 1840’s plans were conceived by John 
Fleming, owner of the Stoneham Estate and other estates in Hampshire and elsewhere, to develop 
Stoneham Common, especially to the east of Old London Road (now Bassett Avenue), much of the 
west side being occupied by ‘Rogers Nursery Ground’.  There are three plans showing development 
proposals, a ‘General Plan’ drawn by ‘R. Hesketh, Architect’, and said by Sandell to be printed about 
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1850 (Fig. 3), a ‘New Complete and Correct Map of Southampton and its Suburban Districts’ of 1850 
by Philip Brannon (Fig.4), and a second ‘General Plan”, this time of Basset (one ‘t’) said by Sandell 
to be of around 1853 (Fig 5).  The Brannon plan appears to be based on the Hesketh design, whilst the 
second General Plan’, said by Sandell to be of c.1853, is different in many respects to the first two. 
Careful examination reveals that it probably came from Hesketh’s office. 
 
Although the Brannon plan is stated to be complete and accurate it is clear from the other cartographic 
and from actual development evidence, that it is, regarding Bassett, an artistic interpretation of the  
 
 

 
 
Fig. 1   Part of 1791 map by Thomas Milne.   
This shows the small village of Bassett (just to the left of the word ‘End’) and Stoneham Common, to the west of South 
Stoneham.  The site of Bassett House is near to the second ‘M’ of   the word ‘COMMON’.  
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Hesketh design.  It shows two ‘proposed waters’, serpentine lakes, in the two valleys surrounded by 
dense woodland (existing) and two horseshoe-shaped developments of houses or villas. 
‘Mr. Hesketh’ was probably Robert Hesketh (1817-1880) who ran a practice in the London with 
George Devey, H. Ford, and Robert Hesketh’s son, R. L. Hesketh.  Robert Hesketh was a founder, in 
1857, of the Architectural Photographic Association and travelled in Europe photographing buildings. 
He seems to have moved in the circles of Philip Hardwick (son of Sir William Chambers, pupil of 
Thomas Hardwick and designer of the celebrated but demolished Euston Arch), Anthony Salvin 
(another important English architect), and Henry Roberts (an American-born British architect).  
 
 

 
 
Fig. 2   Part of 1826 Map of Hampshire surveyed by C. and J. Greenwood and N.L. Kentish, 
published by Greenwood and Prongle and Co.  
This shows Stoneham Common, renamed North Stoneham Common, with more defined boundaries than on Milne’s 1791 
map (Fig.1.).  Bassett village is indicated but no development on the apparently un-wooded Common.  
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especially well known as an innovative designer of model houses and estates for the poor, schemes 
that were foundational to the Garden City movement (from Dictionary of Scottish Architects).  
 
George Devey (1820-1826), Robert Hesketh’s partner, was also a London-born architect.  He is 
important for his promotion of ‘Domestic Revival’ architecture and planning.  ‘He influenced his 
pupil Voysey and was an important precursor of the Arts-and-Crafts movement’ (James Steven Curl). 
 
The 1850 General Plan of Bassett, probably then by an important London architectural practice, is one 
of considerable scope and competence. The English Heritage Listing Selection Guide on Suburban 
and Country Houses describes the rise, from the 1840’s, of individual villas or estates of villas, 
becoming increasingly eclectic but influenced considerably by Prince Albert’s taste and that of his 
builder-designer Thomas Cubitt.  This well-designed plan is a good example. 
 
David Lloyd in Pevsner (1967) says that ‘much of the basic road pattern was laid out c.1853 and a 
number of super-villas were built between then and the end of the century, parcelling out between 
them most of the available land into thick underplanted wooded estates’.  
 
A prospectus was prepared for land at Stoneham Common and Bassett Wood and issued in June 1850. 
The Willis Fleming Historic Trust web-site states that it was part of the Stoneham Estate of John 
Barton Willis Fleming, Esq. (based at North Stoneham Park, to the north of Basset Lane (Bassett 
Green Road).  This prospectus was followed by a notice in the Hampshire Independent of 2 
November 1850. Prospective purchasers could contact Mr Hesketh, a Mr Vine ‘at the Estate’ (who 
may be the William Vine mentioned in the 1863 Post Office Street Directory as living at ‘Glen Eyre 
Farm’), or ‘the principal agents in Southampton, Winchester and the neighbouring towns’. The site 
was offered ‘to the Public for ERECTING BUILDINGS, under agreements for a term of A 
THOUSAND YEARS certain’.  According to this notice in the five months since the ‘first 
prospectus’ twenty plots (or ‘allotments’) had been taken and two lessees were already underway with 
building residences (at a cost of more than £1,000 each). (See Fig. 6) 
 
This 1850 Notice asserts that estate roads were already under construction. So David Lloyd’s entry in 
Pevsner should perhaps read ‘much of the basic road pattern had been laid out by c.1853’ rather than 
‘was laid out c. 1853’.  It also seems that his ‘super-villas’ may have been commenced three years or 
so earlier than 1853; that is, in the summer of 1850. 
 
However the Willis Fleming Historic Trust web-site seems to indicate that the basic road pattern was 
not laid out until the first Fleming’s Estate Act of 1852. The roads may have taken the whole period 
of 1850-1853 to complete. 
 
The planned development makes full use of two steep wooded valleys (called ‘ravines’ in the mid-
19th century estate plans to be discussed below, and sloping towards the east and the River Itchen), 
proposing the creation in them of serpentine lakes.  Villas were laid out on the upper slopes of these 
valleys with garden falling away towards the lakes.  The two great horse-shoes of development arising 
from this arrangement were connected at two triangular ‘greens’, in the west containing a church; in 
the east two villas.  Between the western ‘green’ and London Road was a roughly trapezoidal area 
(divided into three by two roads - one of which remains as Beechmount Road). A long terrace of 21 
houses occupied the western part of the middle section, facing London Road.  A terrace of 12 houses 
was located at the north-eastern corner of the development (facing Bassets Lane, now Bassett Green 
Road).  Perhaps these terraces provided some of the model houses advocated by Hesketh’s associate, 
Henry Roberts. 
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It is suggested that this is an important example of mid-nineteenth-century residential suburban 
planning, offering a range of dwelling types, on this fine wooded site.  Much is lost, but the overall 
layout is still there. 
 
The Brannon plan is clearly an artistic rather than architectural rendering of this late 1840 plan by 
Hesketh.  Many details are omitted and Bassett Green village seems to take on a new life of its own. It 
is not as ‘correct’ as is claims. 
 
 
The development of a wooded suburb (1850 - 1865) 
 
The second General Plan of Basset (one ‘t’), given a date of around 1853 by Sandell, is much more 
accurately drawn than the first.  Whereas the (first) Hesketh plan seems to be a design drawing, this 
one appears to set out and to number plots accurately as if to form the basis for plot sales.  The roads 
are drawn carefully, with footpaths both sides.  The road now known as Chetwynd Road is accurately 
drawn with its elbow bend and the small triangular ‘green’ which exist to this day at the junction of 
Glen Eyre Road (‘Heath Road’ on the Plan) and Glen Eyre Drive (‘Ridge Road’ on the Plan) is 
shown. The church has been moved to the north end of the ‘trapezoid’ (only a little distance north of 
the eventual church, St Michael’s and All Angels).  Additional evidence that this is the developer’s 
plot sale plan is that plots 90 and 91, taken together, form the Bassett House plot shown on the 1865-
68 O.S. plan (Fig. 7) and the 1867 (1908 revision) O.S. plan (Fig. 8). It should be noted that the 
terraced dwellings of the ‘design’ version of the ‘General Plan’ are still accommodated, but now south 
of an altered church site (and in fact on the site of the present church), with what looks like an 
institution block of some kind. 
 
This second plan is referred to as ‘the second General Plan’ below. 
 
In view of the June 1850 notice in the Hampshire Independent referred to earlier, and the ‘technical’ 
nature of second General Plan, it is suggested that this plan is not of 1853 but that it was included in 
the early site ‘prospectus’ mentioned in the newspaper, and that it was prepared therefore in 1850.  
The Hesketh ‘design plan’ shows 150 plots.  The second ‘General Plan’ shows 98 numbered plots and 
30 lettered plots in the south-west corner, a total of 128.  
 
A comparison of the second ‘General Plan’ with today’s plans shows that the as-built road layout, 
although broadly following the Hesketh design intentions, differs in some details.  For example, the 
northern section of what is now Glen Eyre Road meets Bassett Avenue (the old London Road) further 
south than planned. There is no north-south road to the east, Ridge Road never was extended 
eastwards and an eastern extension to Glen Eyre Road (Violet Road) was not constructed until the 
next century. 
 
The 1863 Post Office Street Directory seems to indicate than only the following houses had been 
completed and occupied by that date: 
 ‘Bassett Wood’ (John Bullar, Esq., and his family and servants); 
 ‘Glen Eyre’ (Mrs Eyre Crabbe - her name probably supplying the reason for the house name); 
 ‘Ridgmont’  - probably ‘Ridgemount’ (Mrs Fanny Elizabeth Hicks); and  
 ‘Bassett House’ (C. H Reeve, Esq.). 
 
However the O.S. sheets 57.15 and 65.3 of 1865-68 (Southampton City Archive) indicate that eight or 
so houses had been built by the 1865 or soon after.  These too were much larger than the villas 
envisaged by Hesketh.  
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The 1863 Directory also indicates that at least seven gardeners lived at the village of Basset (called 
‘Old Basset’).  The only other resident mentioned was a school-mistress. There would have been 
much employment for gardeners on these new estates. 
 
The largest house was ‘Bassett Wood’ (Figs. 9 and 10). This and its estate occupied the whole of the 
‘North Ravine’ part of Hesketh’s plan, an area known more generally as Bassett Wood, a tree 
plantation owned by the Fleming family, It occupied a total of around 25 allotments or plots, some of 
them very large. It was made up principally of the large plots 92 - 98 but also incorporated the 15 
‘standard-sized’ plots immediately north of Ridge Road and Heath Road. A smaller villa, ‘Bassett 
Holt’ (Fig. 11), erected to the north on Bassett Lane, seems to have been part of the estate.  It was 
converted later into three or four separate dwellings and still exists in this form. The west Lodge to 
‘Bassett Wood’ remains at the north end of Glen Eyre Road and on the north side (Fig.12).  
 
 ‘Glen Eyre’ was another very large house and estate and occupied the whole of the South Ravine area 
apart from two villas on Ridge Road (the west one later known as ‘Beechfield’) - a net total of around 
35 plots.  
 
Other villas built were: 
 ‘Painswick’ (a later name - then called ‘Brampton’) - north of ‘Beechmount Road’ -  at least  
  two plots; 
 ‘Bassett Mount’ - south of ‘Beechmount Road’, directly north of Bassett House - five plots; 
 ‘North Down’ - south-west of ‘Bassett Mount’ - one of the lettered plots (additional to the 98  
  numbered plots) (Fig.13) 
 ‘Bassett House’ - on the eastwards curve of ‘Glen Eyre Road’ - two plots; 
 ‘South Hill’  - south of Bassett House - on an un-numbered, un-lettered, field (Fig.14); 
 ‘Elmsleigh’ - south of South Hill - on the southern part of the ‘South Hill’ field; 
 ‘Chetwynd’ - south-west of Bassett House - occupying four lettered plots; 
 ‘Louisville’ - south of ‘Chetwynd - three or four lettered plots. 
 
More villas may have been built at this time south of ‘Louisville’.  
 
So the development as built was substantially different to the initial intentions and design layout. 
Perhaps the market was changing even during 1850 with prospective purchasers requiring larger 
houses with suitably-sized grounds, therefore amalgamating a number of plots into one ‘estate’.  
 
Instead of 128 villas and a church, most of the second ‘general Plan’ area had been developed by 
1868 but with no more then 15 or so villas and houses. Although most of the Hesketh plan area had 
been developed by, say, 1870, it boasted large villas or country houses rather than smaller villas and 
some terraced housing.  A density nearer to that envisaged by Hesketh was not to emerge until well 
into the 20th century. The density now is even higher today although the intended basic principal of 
detached houses in an undulating wooded landscape is retained in general. 
 
The Glen Eyre estate had a farm, Glen Eyre Farm, located centrally along its southern boundary. The 
Hesketh plans assume its redevelopment as villas.  As mentioned above a William Vine lived at the 
farm in 1863 and he may be the agent mentioned in the 1850 Notice to prospective purchasers. The 
farm had almost certainly existed for some time before 1850. It is not known when it was demolished. 
 
Although the Hesketh plans concerned land to the east of the London road (Bassett Avenue today) 
villas were being developed on the west side of the road at the same time.  At the north end of 
Winchester Road was ‘The Firs’, then, proceeding northwards up the London road was the Redbridge 
Nursery villa, then ‘Ardnave’, Ridgemount, Saxholm, with its lodge being erected first (Fig. 15), 
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‘Pinewood’, a vacant site, ‘Bassett Heath’ and a final vacant site.  This was all part of the villa 
development of Stoneham Common/Bassett. 
 
 
 
The development of Bassett from 1870 to 1914 
 
The 1896-97 and 1910 revisions to the 1867 O. S. survey indicates that little further development took 
place over this later 19th century period. 
 
The Crescent, a long curved road curving northwards from the eastern section of Burgess Road across 
Bassett Avenue and rejoining Burgess Road to the west, was laid out in the 1880’s.  This was a bold 
piece of town planning.  Villas were built from the closing years of the 19th century and most plots 
had a villa by 1930. 
 
That this development maintained a semi-rural character and does not seem to have harmed the 
attractive entry from London and Winchester into Southampton, progressing from country-side to a 
fine tree and villa-lined avenue and thence into the elegance of Regency Southampton and the town, 
was confirmed in 1878 in The Whitehall Review (Douch). ‘The country round Southampton’, it says, 
‘is particularly charming.  It would require more space than is at our command to tell the beauties of 
Bittern, of Basset, of Stoneham…of Highfield, of Netley Abbey…’.  J. J. Hissey complained, on the 
other hand, that ‘villas succeeded villas in tiresome monotony’ causing the traveller to miss much of 
the beauty of  this outer area.  He seems to have put much of the blame at the door of ‘the speculative 
builder’ (Douch). However nearly 40 years later J. B. Priestley called Southampton as ‘a real town’ 
and he describes the ‘fine approach (down ‘the London Road’, that is Bassett Avenue), very gradual 
and artful in its progression from country to town.  You are staring at the pleasant Hampshire 
countryside when you notice that it is beginning to put itself in some sort of order, and then the next 
minute you find that it is Southampton Common…’ (Douch again). 
 
A church for the new suburb of Bassett, planned in varying locations in the Hesketh plans, was not 
built for some years. By 1890, Bassett had 30 or so sizeable residences (perhaps more plots had been 
amalgamated). It needed a more convenient church than the distant parish church of St Nicholas at 
North Stoneham. The church of St Michaels and All Angels was built (between from 1897 and 
consecrated in 1911) on the Old London Road, now Bassett Avenue (Fig. 16).  Its architect was 
Edward Prioleau Warren (1856-1937), a Bristol-born architect who became a pupil of the influential 
Gothic Revival architect George Frederick Bodley, and his partner Thomas Garner.  It was an early 
work by Warren and is located a short distance north of Bassett House.   
 
By 1900, according to Kelly’s Directory of that year, there were more than fifty houses in Bassett. 
 
 
The development of Bassett between the World Wars 
 
‘The First World War marked a sharp break in the history of English domestic architecture.  No 
longer could architects hope to practice by designing elaborate country houses with complex 
accommodation for large families and numerous servants’ (Jeremy Gould, 1977).  This change had an 
impact on Bassett with its large villas/small country houses.  Estates or parts of estates or sites were 
sold off for housing development.  Here the result was still of a relatively low density and comprised 
mainly detached houses. Some of the arcadian character of 19th-century Bassett was preserved. 
 
Gould continues that architects of the day now ‘catered for well-to-do commuters (‘residents’ in the 
case of Bassett) who inhabited the private estates and high-class suburbs fringing on the country’s 
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ever-increasing conurbations.  But the stylistic battles of the Victorian era continued, so that formal 
neo-Georgian and romantic neo-Tudor vied with each other in every Park and Way and Avenue.  The 
speculative builders, who created the vast majority of the houses built in Britain between 1919 and 
1939, took their cue from (architects such as P. D. Hepworth, Oswald Milne, Louis de Soissons, and 
C. H. James, the post-war ‘masters’) and dressed up their standard brick structures, with small 
windows and pitched tiled roofs, in various Tudor and Georgian motifs’. 
 
This well describes the post-1918 development of Bassett.  After some more promising developments 
in the 1920’s, there was little new design and the architecture was generally rather mediocre. Bassett, 
whilst retaining it pleasant well-wooded suburban landscape character, had limited and perhaps 
decreasing numbers of well-designed houses, with diluted historical style references being common.  
Bassett did not have the advantage of a Herbert Collins, the architect who designed so much good 
housing in the Southampton suburbs of Portswood and Swaythling from the 1920’s. 
 
Bassett was incorporated into the Borough of Southampton in 1920 and became part of the new parish 
of North Stoneham and Bassett. 
 
David Lloyd mentions this period. ‘Since the First World War there has been a gradual suburban 
intensification, but even the recent development is largely at relatively low density by current 
standards, and a great deal of Victorian greenery is left’. 
 
“Gradual’ may be an under-estimate of development in this period. ‘The Spinney’ estate of 16 
detached houses was developed from the late 1920’s by Chilworth Estates (Fleming family) and had 
had been completed on the triangle north of Bassett Wood Road (a former ‘fir plantation’ beyond the 
north-west part of the Hesketh plan) by 1933.  The sites of the large villas on the west side of Bassett 
Avenue were being developed with the formation of Ridgemount Way, Bassett Row, Saxholm Way 
and Bassett Heath Avenue (Gould’s ‘Parks’, ‘Ways’ and ‘Avenues’).   By 1941 Chetwynd had been 
demolished and the Chetwynd Drive estate was complete.  Villas were being built on the east side of 
the Bassett Mount site, fronting on to Glen Eyre Road.  Elmsleigh Gardens was laid out in the early 
1930’s and by 1933 about half the houses had been completed (Fig.17). 
 
Further east, the Corporation had built the public housing known as the ‘Flower Roads’ in a two great 
floral swathes eastwards from the Corporation covered reservoir at the western end of Violet Road 
(Heath Road in the 1850 plans) and from Bassett Green village respectively east to Swaythling on 
either side of ‘Daisy Dip’, as it is known locally, a continuation of Hesketh’s ‘South Ravine’ valley. 
The southern ‘stem’ was centred on Honeysuckle Road, the northern one on Carnation Road. There 
was a northern ‘stem’, based on Lobelia Road and east of the Hesketh plan area, connecting with 
Basset Green Road (the former Basset Lane) just to the east of Bassett Green village. 
 
It may that Robert Hesketh and his friend Henry Roberts, the designer of model houses and estates for 
the poor referred to earlier, would have been pleased to see this aspect of the development of Bassett. 
 
St Alban’s Church, located centrally in the ‘Flower Roads’ to serve this new area and at the junction 
of Honeysuckle Road and Tulip Road, was completed in 1933. It was designed by the important 
English expressionist architect Nugent Cachemaille-Day (1896-1976) and recently altered and 
repaired by the author. 
 
Herbert Collins completed the eastern part of Bassett with his Ethelbert Avenue estate in the late 
1920’s, 1930’s, late 1940’s, the 1920’s to 1950’s for Bassett Green Road’, the 1930’s to the 1950’s 
for the Leaside Way/Summerfield Close estate, and the late 1920’s for Stoneham Lane houses and 
flats (Williams). 
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Another important component of Bassett’s development during this inter-war period is the existence 
of many university and some school buildings.  The University of Southampton Halls of Residence 
make a particularly significant and often positive contribution to the character and appearance of 
central parts of Bassett.  They have existed for about ninety years and contribute a variety of modern 
styles of architecture.  These buildings benefit from, and good landscape maintenance helps to 
preserve, the wooded nature of Bassett. 
 
The University of Southampton grew out of the 1862 Hartley Institution, an establishment for 
‘scientific, classical and literary studies’ (Patterson, 1962). It became Hartley College in the 1890’s, 
the Hartley University College in 1902, Southampton University College twelve years later, and 
finally becoming the University of Southampton in 1952.  The University of Southampton, from its 
early days as Hartley Institution, thus developed over the same period as the suburb of Bassett. 
 
Hartley University College moved from the town centre to Highfield immediately after the first World 
War, although the site had been purchased in 1909 and two initial buildings of c. 1914 were 
completed. They were designed by  Mitchell, Son and Gutteridge. The ‘Main Building’, now the 
Hartley Library, was designed well after the first World War in 1935, by the same practice, then 
known as Gutteridge and Gutteridge, led by Colonel R. F. Gutteridge, and with Sir Giles Gilbert Scott 
as consultant architect. 
 
Residential accommodation for the University College was planned and gradually built from 1921 
from at two sites, South Stoneham and Bassett.  The Bassett accommodation was centred on Glen 
Eyre Road.  The large house South Hill was purchased and became the University’s first hall of 
residence for women. Although there was plan for further accommodation, the £35,000 cost of 
Colonel Gutteridge’s scheme proved too much. 
 
When the University College’s School of Navigation was established in the early 1930’s, South Hill 
was used as its first base, women students having been transferred to South Stoneham.  This lasted 
until 1939.  
 
These developments formed the start, from the early 1920’s, of a significant University presence in 
Bassett. 
 
 
Bassett after the second World War 
 
This was the period for the major further development of Bassett.  The north-eastern sector, the 
historic Bassett Wood area occupied principally by the house and estate of the same name from the 
1850’s, was developed with estates of mainly detached houses. The central section of the Glen Eyre 
Road area was developed by the University College - which became the University of Southampton in 
1953. Schools were also built along Violet Road (along the 1850 Heath Road in place of the 
originally-intended villas) 
 
As late as 1951 the Bassett Wood estate was still largely undeveloped, although the house Basset Holt 
had become three or four dwellings rather than one. The Bassett Close estate (on the north side of the 
‘North Ravine’) was complete by around 1957 with Bassett Drive following two or three years later. 
By the late 1960’s most of the Bassett Wood estate had been developed, but the central ‘ravine’ area, 
from the north-west of eastern Bassett to the south-east, was retained as natural woodland, as it is 
today. 
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Brampton Tower, a fourteen-storey tower of flats was built in 1962.  David Lloyd (Pevsner) calls this 
landmark ‘an elegant piece’.  He also mentions terraces of town houses in Beechmount Road by 
Hubbard Ford Associates 
 
Some residential development has, inevitably, taken place since. 
 
In 1946 or 1947 the University purchased the Glen Eyre estate and an assembly hall, by Gutteridge 
and Gutteridge, was complete by 1949. This symmetrically-arranged hall of residence, with the hall as 
the centre piece, now Richard Newitt Courts, followed soon after. (Fig. 18) After the appointment of 
Basil Spence and Partners as master planners and architects, this practice, in conjunction with 
Gutteridge and Gutteridge, designed and built the modernist  Chancellor’s Courts - Selborne, Roll, 
and Jellicoe (Fig. 19).  Chamberlain Hall was built by Basil Spence and Partners in 1959, the project 
being led by partner Jack Bonnington (Fig. 20).  South Hill, on the site of the Victorian house, was 
designed by the author’s former fellow director at Gutteridges, Robert Chambers, in the early 1990’s 
(Fig. 21).  The Glen Eyre complex also includes the undistinguished Hartley Grove to the south of 
South Hill, New and Old Terraces fronting Glen Eyre Road, and two more undistinguished buildings, 
Brunei House (sited close to the site of the former Glen Eyre house), and Beechmount House  in 
Beechmount Road.  
 
 In 1966 the University purchased Bassett House, one of the 1850-1865 houses which had been 
converted around 1950 into seven flats. It now uses the building as office accommodation.  
 
There are some good twentieth-century buildings within the overall Glen Eyre Complex, set in 
landscaped grounds. They have been part of this area of Bassett for more then 60 years. They are 
almost all residential in use and conform in this with the remainder of Bassett; they are an established 
part of the suburb of Bassett. 
 
The former Bolderwood Bio-medical Sciences Campus, at the junction of Bassett Avenue and Burges 
Road (and south-west of the late 19th-century road, The Crescent) is currently being redeveloped as 
the University’s Maritime Centre of Excellence.    
 
In addition to these University buildings, there are schools. Cantwell (Glen Eyre) Secondary School 
was designed by the important City Architect, Louis Berger, and built  in 1962 (‘a pleasant amalgam 
of blocks’, says David Lloyd in Pevsner).  To this, and immediately to the west, has been added 
Cantwell Maths and Computing College, a comprehensive community school. 
     
The development of this area of what is now ‘Bassett’ may be phased therefore as follows: 
 
1. Design and marketing of the development of Bassett: 1850 
  Summer 1850: Initial development plan (the second ‘General Plan’ ?) is published  
   with first Prospectus.  
  Winter 1850:  The core of the development and the construction of Heath Road and  
   Ridge Road with what is now Chetwynd and Beechmount Roads) begins to  
   be developed with much larger houses and plots than the “General Plan’.  
   Twenty or so plots are let and a small number of large villas are under  
   construction. 
  (1855:  Possible date for Bassett House - one of the villas.) 
 
 
2. Completion of development of Bassett, based on the Hesketh plans, but with larger 
 houses and plots than originally envisaged: 1852/3 to 1870.  
  The completion of ‘Basset Wood’ and its estate north of Ridge road, ‘Glen Eyre’ and  
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  its estate to the south, ‘Painswick’, ‘Bassett Mount’, ‘North Down’, ‘Bassett House’,  
  South Hill’, ‘Elmsleigh’, ‘Chetwynd’, ‘Louisville’,etc. The completion of a number  
  of villas to the west side of the former London Road (Bassett Avenue) - not part of  
  the Hesketh scheme. Less than twenty houses in total. 
 
3. Gradual development on both sides of ‘London Road’: 1870-1914 
  The establishment of The Crescent.  The construction of  St. Michael’s and All  
  Angels church. About 50 houses by 1900. 
 
4. Increasing ‘suburban intensification’ (Lloyd): 1920 to 1939 
  The development of ‘The Spinney’. Considerable estate/plot subdivision on both 
  sides of London Road, and the construction of the ‘Flower Roads’ public housing  
  estate; the establishment of University College halls of residence and departments on  
  the west side of Glen Eyre Road. The construction of St Alban’s Church 
 
5 Post war development of Bassett: 1945 to the present day 
  The private housing developments of the Bassett Wood estate and other residential 
  development including Brampton Towers, the University residential development of  
  the Glen Eyre estate and further residential development of South Hill site and in  
  Beechmount Road, the construction of University building at Boldrewood (now  
  under redevelopment), and the construction of a secondary school and a community  
  college. The construction of the Church of Jesus Christ of Letter Day Saints in  
  Chetwynd Road. 
 
 
 
Bassett is now a large suburb, mainly but by no means wholly, residential, still with much woodland 
and many fine mature trees (Fig. 22).  The houses are largely detached, although there are some 
blocks of flats and some houses have been subdivided to form multi-occupancy residences.  However 
many more houses and a more intensive pattern of access roads have been built than originally 
intended and as persisted generally for forty or fifty years after 1850.  A further major addition to this 
once undeveloped woodland and valley landscape are the University halls of residence. There are 
other education sector buildings.   The result is certainly very different to Hesketh’s vision. But 
Bassett remains a suburban area of good quality, still providing an attractive entrance to the City of 
Southampton as well as an attractive and desirable place to live. 
 
The listed buildings in the relevant Bassett area are St Michael and all Angels Church, St Alban’s 
Church, 6 Little Oak Road (an 1830 ‘cottage ornée’ on the western side of the Avenue near 
Winchester Road) and cottages at 2 - 7 Bassett Green (the village).  All are Grade II.  
 
The only buildings on the Southampton Local List are numbers 9,11, and 12 Bassett Row on the 
western side of the avenue (the first two being 1930’s detached houses, the last an 1860’s cottage, 
(perhaps part of the 1860’s Basset Row villa estate).   
 
The significant parts of Basset Green village form the only Conservation Area in Bassett. 
 
This is the context of Bassett House. 
 
 
 
 
 


