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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Overview of Works 

1.1.1 AB Heritage Limited (herein AB Heritage) has been commissioned by MJT Building and Civil 

Engineering Contractors Ltd (herein MJT) to produce an Archaeological Desk-Based 

Assessment covering the proposed redevelopment of 7a-13 Staplegrove Road, Taunton, 

Somerset. 

1.1.2 This report includes a description of the baseline conditions; an examination of available 

documentary, cartographic and known archaeological evidence; identifies any known and 

potential cultural heritage receptor(s) within the application site or its immediate vicinity and 

assesses the impact of the proposed development on such a resource. 

1.2 Site Location/Description 

1.2.1  The proposed development site is located in Taunton to the north of the River Tone, in an 

area known as North Town that lies to the north west of the historic core of Taunton town 

centre. The site is within an area demarcated by Staplegrove Road, Wood Street, Yarde 

Place and North Town School (Figure 1). It is located at approximately NGR ST 224690 

250085 on relatively flat ground at c. 15m AOD.  

1.2.2 Staplegrove Road runs through North Town from north west to south east, serving as the 

main road through of this area.  A number of properties are Grade II Listed (see section 3.1), 

though some have been delisted and are not included here (Figure 3).  

1.2.3 The site, which is currently empty and derelict, fronts onto Staplegrove Road, which is 

comprised of a combination of small commercial units and residential properties in this area.  

The rear of the property is in an area comprised of various styles of residential development, 

including Victorian terraced housing and more modern housing.   

1.2.4 Minor ground investigation works within the limits of proposed development record the site is 

covered by a 0.10m to 0.15m thick concrete slab, which lies on top of made ground to a depth 

of c. 1 meter below ground level.  These deposits in turn sit on River Terrace Gravels, which 

extend to a depth of c. 3 meters (pers.comm. Mark Trout, MJT). 

1.3 Proposed Development and Planning Background 

1.3.1 The proposed development comprises the construction of up to seven new building plots (the 

seventh being an over arch property) for residential dwellings.  Works will also include the 

provision of a tarmac car park and services. 

1.3.2 The archaeological works covering the scheme are a result of a condition attached to 

planning consent (ref 38/12/0163 – condition 8) stipulating the need for archaeological work to 

ensure the preservation of archaeological remains in accordance with Policy 11 of the 

Somerset and Exmoor National Park Joint Structure Plan Review (section 3.4) and Policy 

EN23 of the Taunton Deane Local Plan (section 3.5). 
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2. REPORT AIMS & METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Aims of Cultural Heritage Works 

2.1.1 Early consultation on the results of archaeological research and consideration of the 

implications of proposed development are the key to informing reasonable planning decisions.  

2.1.2 The aim of this report is to facilitate such a process by understanding the historical 

development of the application site and understanding the likely impact upon any surviving 

archaeological resource resulting from any future proposed development, devising 

appropriate responses where necessary. 

2.2 Methodology of Cultural Heritage Works 

2.2.1 The assessment has been carried out, in regard to the collation of baseline information, in line 

with the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for Desk-Based Assessment 

(1994, rev.2001 & 2008). 

2.2.2 This assessment includes relevant information contained in various statutory requirements, 

national, regional and local planning policies and professional good practice guidance, 

including: 

 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act, 1979 

 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 

 The National Planning Policy Framework, 2012 

2.2.3 The Somerset Historic Environment Record (HER) is the primary source of information 

concerning the current state of archaeological and architectural knowledge in this area. The 

information contained within this database was supported by examination of data from a wide 

range of other sources, principally: 

 An assessment of historical and documentary evidence held by the Somerset Record 

Office, including historic maps covering the application site 

 The Heritage Gateway (www.heritagegateway.org.uk) for information from the Somerset 

Historic Environment Record, English Heritage National Monuments Record, Pastscape 

and other resources 

 The DEFRA MAGIC website (http://magic.defra.gov.uk/website/magic/) for mapped 

information on nationally designated sites 

 The English Heritage website professional pages, particularly the national heritage list   

(http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-heritage-list-

for-england/) 

 A site-walk over on the 15
th
 November 2012 

 Other documentary and online historic research  

 Consultation with the Somerset Senior Historic Environment Officer (Steven Membury) on 

the suitability of the strategy for archaeological assessment 
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2.2.4 Information from these sources was used to understand:  

 The presence of statutory and non-statutory designated sites, including World Heritage 

Sites and their buffer zones, Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Conservation 

Areas, Locally Listed Buildings, Registered Parks and Gardens, and Historic Battlefields 

 Information on heritage assets recorded on the Somerset HER 

 The development of the site from the post-medieval onwards, as shown on readily 

available historic maps 

 Any information on the site contained in published and unpublished archaeological and 

historical sources, including any previous archaeological investigations undertaken within 

the study area 

 The presence of any key cultural heritage constraints within the site and surrounding 

area, developed through the onsite walkover, including information on areas of past 

truncation within the site boundary 

 The impact of proposed development on the known and potential heritage resource, 

resulting in formulation of a mitigation strategy, where required, which appropriately 

targets any future heritage works to those required to gain planning consent 

2.2.5 During consultation between Andy Buckley (AB Heritage) and Steven Membury (Somerset 

County Council) it was agreed that, given the location and form of development, the 

archaeological desk-based assessment would comprise a targeted search of records within 

the near vicinity, to avoid a large number of listed properties in the wider area showing in the 

search that would ‘mask’ site specific issues.  Steven responded on the 16
th
 November 2012 

to confirm that this strategy was suitable but that the report should include review of the 

Somerset Extensive Urban Survey (section 4.6). 

2.3 Assessment of the Cultural Heritage Resource 

2.3.1 This desk-based assessment contains a record of the known and potential cultural heritage 

resource of an area. In relation to buried archaeological remains, where there is a potential for 

encountering a particular resource within the application site this is assessed according to the 

following scale:  

 Low Very unlikely to be encountered on site 

 Medium Possibility that features may occur / be encountered on site 

 High  Remains almost certain to survive on site 

2.3.2 Where there is either a known or above medium potential for the recovery of archaeological 

remains within study area, which may be subject to impact by the proposed development, the 

significance of this resource is assessed. 

2.3.3 There is currently no standard adopted statutory or government guidance for assessing the 

importance of an archaeological feature and this is instead judged upon factors such as 

statutory and non-statutory designations, architectural, archaeological or historical 

significance, and the contribution to local research agendas. Considering these criteria each 

identified feature can be assigned to a level of importance in accordance with a five point 

scale (Table 1, below). 
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Table 1: Assessing the Importance of a Cultural Heritage Site  

SCALE OF SITE IMPORTANCE 

NATIONAL 

The highest status of site, e.g. Scheduled Monuments (or undesignated assets of 

schedulable quality and importance). Grade I and Grade II* Listed Buildings. Other 

listed buildings that can be shown to have exceptional qualities in their fabric or 

historical associations not adequately reflected in the listing grade. Conservation 

Areas containing very important buildings. Undesignated structures of clear national 

importance. Extremely well preserved historic landscape, whether inscribed or not, 

with exceptional coherence, time depth, or other critical factor(s). 

REGIONAL 

Grade II Listed Buildings or other designated or undesignated archaeological sites 

(in addition to those listed above), or assets of a reasonably defined extent and 

significance, or reasonable evidence of occupation / settlement, ritual, industrial 

activity etc. Examples may include areas containing buildings that contribute 

significantly to its historic character, burial sites, deserted medieval villages, Roman 

roads and dense scatter of finds. 

LOCAL 

Evidence of human activity more limited in historic value than the examples above, 

or compromised by poor preservation and/or survival of context associations, 

though which still have the potential to contribute to local research objectives. 

Examples include sites such as ‘locally designated’ buildings or undesignated 

structures / buildings of limited historic merit, out-of-situ archaeological findspots / 

ephemeral archaeological evidence and historic field systems and boundaries etc. 

NEGLIGIBLE 

Assets with very little or no surviving archaeological interest. Examples include 

destroyed antiquities, structures of almost no architectural / historic merit, buildings 

of an intrusive character or relatively modern / common landscape features such as 

quarries, drains and ponds etc. 

UNKNOWN 
Insufficient information exists to assess the importance of a feature (e.g. 

unidentified features on aerial photographs). 

2.3.4 The importance of already identified cultural heritage resources is determined by reference to 

existing designations. Where classification of a receptors value covered a range of the above 

possibilities or for previously unidentified features where no designation has been assigned, 

the value of the receptor was based on professional knowledge and judgement.  

2.3.5 For some types of finds or remains there is no consistent value and the importance may vary, 

for example Grade II Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas. For this reason, adjustments 

are occasionally made, where appropriate, based on professional judgement.    

2.4 Impact Assessment Criteria 

2.4.1 The magnitude of impact upon the archaeological and heritage resource, which can be 

considered in terms of direct and indirect impacts, is determined by identifying the level of 

effect from the proposed development upon the baseline conditions of the site and the cultural 

heritage resource identified. The criteria for assessing the magnitude of impact are set out in 

Table 2 (below). 

2.4.2 In certain cases it is not possible to confirm the magnitude of impact upon a cultural heritage 

resource, especially where anticipated buried deposits exist. Where possible a professional 

judgement as to the scale of such impacts is applied to enable the likely ‘Significance of 

Effects’ to be established; however, a magnitude level of ‘uncertain’ is included for situations 

where it is simply not appropriate to make such a judgement at this stage of works.   
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Table 2: Criteria for Determining Magnitude of Impact 

LEVEL OF 

MAGNITUDE 
DEFINITION 

HIGH 

Major impacts fundamentally changing the baseline condition of the receptor, 

leading to total or considerable alteration of character or setting – e.g. complete or 

almost complete destruction of the archaeological resource; dramatic visual 

intrusion into a historic landscape element; adverse change in the setting or visual 

amenity of the feature/site; significant increase in noise; extensive changes to use 

or access.  

MEDIUM 

Impacts changing the baseline condition of the receptor materially but not entirely, 

leading to partial alteration of character or setting – e.g. a large proportion of the 

archaeological resource damaged or destroyed; intrusive visual intrusion into key 

aspects of the historic landscape; or use of site that would result in detrimental 

changes to historic landscape character. 

LOW 

Detectable impacts which alter the baseline condition of the receptor to a small 

degree – e.g. a small proportion of the surviving archaeological resource is 

damaged or destroyed; minor severance, change to the setting or structure or 

increase in noise; and limited encroachment into character of a historic landscape. 

NEGLIGIBLE 

Barely distinguishable adverse change from baseline conditions, where there 

would be very little appreciable effect on a known site, possibly because of 

distance from the development, method of construction or landscape or ecological 

planting, that are thought to have no long term effect on the historic value of a 

resource. 

UNCERTAIN 
Extent / nature of the resource is unknown and the magnitude of change cannot be 

ascertained. 

2.4.3 The overall Significance of Effects from the proposed development upon the Cultural Heritage 

Resource is determined by correlating the magnitude of Impact against the value of the 

Cultural Heritage resource. Table 3 highlights the criteria for assessing the overall 

Significance of Effects. Where effects are moderate or above these are classified as 

significant. 

Table 3: Significance of Effects 

IMPORTANCE 

MAGNITUDE 

HIGH MED LOW NEG 

NATIONAL Severe Major Mod Minor 

REGIONAL Major Mod Minor Not Sig. 

LOCAL Mod Minor Minor Not Sig. 

NEGLIGIBLE Minor Not Sig. Not Sig. Nt. 

Not Sig. = Not Significant; Nt. = Neutral; Mod = Moderate; Ext. = Extensive 

2.5  Limitations 

2.5.1 It should be noted that the report has been prepared under the express instruction and solely 

for the use of MJT and associated parties they elect to share this information with. 



7A-13 STAPLEGROVE ROAD, TAUNTON 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT 

 

© AB Heritage Limited 2012   |   6   |  www.abheritage.co.uk 
 

 

Measurements and distances referred to in the report should be taken as approximations only 

and should not be used for detailed design purposes.   

2.5.2 All the work carried out in this report is based upon the professional knowledge and 

understanding of AB Heritage on current (December 2012) and relevant United Kingdom 

standards and codes, technology and legislation. Changes in these areas may occur in the 

future and cause changes to the conclusions, advice, recommendations or design given. AB 

Heritage does not accept responsibility for advising MJT or associated parties of the facts or 

implications of any such changes in the future. 

2.5.3 This report has been prepared utilising factual information obtained from third party sources. 

AB Heritage takes no responsibility for the accuracy of such information. It should also be 

noted that this report represents an early stage of a phased approach to assessing the 

archaeological and cultural heritage resource of the application site to allow the development 

of an appropriate mitigation strategy, should this be required. It does not comprise mitigation 

of impacts in itself. 
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3. PLANNING FRAMEWORK & GUIDANCE 

3.1 Key Planning Considerations 

3.1.1 The proposed development site is located within the North Town area of Taunton, to the north 

of what was the historic core of Taunton town centre and the River Tone. 

3.1.1 The site lies on Staplegrove Road, which is recorded as an 18
th
 century turnpike road (SHER 

26221). Seven properties surrounding the site are Grade II Listed, with the closest being 

c.35m meters to the east of the site (EH1233893).  

3.1.2 The Somerset Extensive Urban Survey (section 3.6) details the historic development of 

Taunton town centre and its associated suburbs. Whilst the survey does not mention the 

proposed development specifically it details the area as having being developed in the post 

medieval period (Gathercole, 2002, Map D), prior to which the site appears to have been 

agricultural land situated on the floodplain of the River Tone.   

3.1.3 The site falls outside the Staplegrove Conservation Area (SRO Online).  This report has 

confirmed that there are no World Heritage Site property boundaries or buffer zones, 

Registered Parks & Gardens, Registered Battlefields, Building Preservation Notices or 

Certificates of Immunity (English Heritage, 2012) within the study area.  

3.2 Statutory Protection for Heritage Assets 

3.2.1 Current legislation, in the form of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979, 

provides for the legal protection of important and well-preserved archaeological sites and 

monuments through their addition to a list, or 'schedule' of archaeological monuments by the 

Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport. This necessitates the granting of formal 

Scheduled Monument Consent for any work undertaken within the designated area of a 

Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

3.2.2 Likewise, structures are afforded legal protection in the form of their addition to ‘lists’ of 

buildings of special architectural or historical interest. The listing of buildings is carried out by 

the Department of Culture, Media and Sport under the Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act, 1990. The main purpose of the legislation is to protect buildings and 

their surroundings from changes that would materially alter the special historic or architectural 

value of the building or its setting. This necessitates the granting of formal Listed Building 

Consent for all works undertaken to our within the designated curtilage of a Listed Building. 

This legislation also allows for the creation and protection of Conservation Areas by local 

planning authorities to protect areas and groupings of historical significance. 

3.2.3 The categories of assets with some form of legal protection have been extended in recent 

years, and now include Registered Parks and Gardens, and Historic Battlefields. While 

designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site is not a statutory designation under English 

planning law, such a designation is regarded as a material consideration in planning 

decisions, and World Heritage Sites are in practice protected from development that could 

affect any aspect of their significance including settings within the Site and a buffer zone 

around it. 

3.3 Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment (PPS5) 

3.3.1 Up until March 27th 2012, PPS5 was the national policy guidance document related to the 

historic environment, and set out planning policies relating to the conservation of the historic 
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environment. It classified ‘heritage assets’ as all those parts of the historic environment that 

have significance because of their historic, archaeological, architectural or artistic interest. Its 

policies covered heritage assets which are designated and those which are undesignated. 

Policies related to both the treatment of the assets themselves and their settings, both of 

which are a material consideration in development management decision 

3.3.2 PPS 5 provided policies (HE6 - HE12) that were a material consideration in managing and 

guiding the decision making process on progressing development works. There is also a 

range of policies to guide local planning authorities on the preparation of local development 

documents (HE1-HE5). 

3.4 Somerset and Exmoor National Park Joint Structure Plan Review – Policy 11 

3.4.1  Somerset County Council and the Exmoor National Park Authority adopted the policies and 

proposals in this document on 20 April 2000, to care and protect the environment.  Policy 11 

states that ‘development proposals should take account of identified Areas of High 

Archaeological Potential or, elsewhere where there is reason to believe that important 

remains exist, so that appropriate assessment and necessary protection can be afforded to 

any archaeological remains identified’. 

3.5 Taunton Deane Local Plan – Policy EN23 

3.5.1  Policy EN23 relates to Areas of High Archaeological Potential and states that ‘where a 

proposal affects a site of archaeological interest or Area of High Archaeological Potential, or it 

is suspected the development could affect archaeological remains, developers must provide 

for satisfactory evaluation of the archaeological value of the site, and the likely effects on it, 

before planning applications are determined’.  

3.5.3 Policy EN23 seeks to ensure that developers provide for satisfactory archaeological 

investigation before applications are determined, indicating the likely effects.  Where 

archaeological remains are found that do not justify designation, developers must provide for 

a watching brief to be carried out by a nominated archaeologist (to record any finds during 

development). 

3.6 Somerset Extensive Urban Survey 

3.6.1  This study was commissioned by English Heritage and prepared by Somerset County 

Council, with the aim of assessing urban archaeology as part of the Monuments Protection 

Programme.  The work was carried out between 1994 to 1998 and resulted in preparation of 

guidance for planners, developers and others involved in the management of the town.  As 

stated above the site of proposed development is recorded as falling within an area that was 

initially developed in the post medieval period, prior to which it appears to have been 

agricultural land situated on the floodplain of the River Tone.   

3.7  Previous Archaeological Works 

3.7.1  One previous archaeological intervention is recorded within 100m of the proposed 

development on the Somerset HER.  This comprised an Archaeological Watching Brief 

undertaken in 2006 at 43 Station Road, c. 100m to the north east of the site (SHER14753).  

These works revealed 19
th
 century garden soils, directly on top of natural geology. 
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4.  ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORIC BACKGROUND 

4.1 The Prehistoric Period (c. 500,000 BC – AD 43) and Roman (AD 43 – AD410) 

4.1.1 The prehistoric period was a time of significant environmental change in the British Isles, 

represented by the alternating warm and exceptionally cold phases and perhaps fleeting 

seasonal occupation of the Palaeolithic period (500,000 BC – 10,000 BC), through to climatic 

warming from the Mesolithic (c. 10,000 BC – 4,000 BC) period onwards, which transformed 

the landscape from a treeless steppe-tundra to birch and pine woodland.  

4.1.2 It was with this warming that England witnessed more continuous occupation in the form of 

mobile Mesolithic hunter-gather communities, inhabiting what was a predominately wooded 

environment.   

4.1.3 Evidence of activity during these early periods is largely characterised by finds of flint tools 

and waste rather than structural remains; however, there are no known remains of this form 

within the study area or wider environs dating to the early prehistoric. 

4.1.4 With the onset of the Neolithic (c. 4000 BC – 2000 BC) the dense forests of the Mesolithic 

were gradually cleared to create arable and pasture-based agricultural land, as well as for the 

construction of communal monuments.  In the vicinity of the site however there is limited 

evidence dating to the Neolithic, with the nearest find being that of a flint flake from the North 

Town Primary School site (SHER44424), c. 70m to the south west of the site. 

4.1.5 With the transition into the Bronze Age (c. 2,000 BC – 600 BC) and later into the Iron Age (c. 

600 BC – AD 43) there is significant change in technology and these periods are represented 

by an increasing use of farming and, subsequently, of settled agricultural communities.  While 

there is no evidence dating to these periods within the vicinity of the site it was demonstrated 

during archaeological excavations at Cambria Farm, as part of the Taunton Park & Ride site 

of Junction 25 of the M5 Motorway, that there was a Bronze Age/Iron Age settlement.   

4.1.6 The Romans occupied Britain from AD 43 and the Cambria Farm site, c. 4 km to the east of 

the site, was still an area of human activity during this period when it was used as a 

farmstead.  There was also a Roman village near the Taunton suburb of Holway, c. 4 km to 

the south east of the site.  However, apart from a small number of agricultural drainage 

ditches dating to the Roman period (Gathercole, 2002) if there was concentrated activity 

during these periods within this part of Taunton it currently remains unknown, with no 

significant remains having being recovered. 

4.1.7 In view of the absence of any significant finds dating to the Prehistoric to Romano-British 

periods within this part of Taunton, the general paucity of evidence in the nearby area, and 

the likelihood that the site of proposed development fell within the floodplain of the River Tone 

during this period the potential for the recovery of complex remains dating to this period is 

assessed to be low. 

4.2 The Early Medieval (AD 410 – AD 1066)  

4.2.1 Following the abandonment of the British Isles by the Roman legions in the early 5th century 

AD the country fell into an extended period of socio-economic decline.  Many settlements 

were abandoned and very little is known about activity within this area during the early part of 

this period, which is commonly referred to as the ‘dark ages’.  This reflects our lack of 

knowledge of events and activities at this time due to a reduction in all forms of evidence, 
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from artefactual to first hand documentary sources, and this paucity of information is reflected 

in the wider region surrounding the site as well.   

4.2.2 The first documented evidence relating to the settlement of Taunton from this period comes 

around 700 AD when King Ine of Wessex constructed an earthen castle here, with this 

structure being destroyed by his queen Æthelburg of Wessex in 722 (to prevent its seizure by 

rebels).  It was in the same year that Taunton is mentioned in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, with 

the name reflecting the settlements position on the River Tone - the element tun coming from 

the Saxon word ‘farm’ or ‘estate’, and the word Tone was the Celtic word meaning ‘roaring 

river’ (Gathercole 2002). 

4.2.3 Taunton was also the site of a Minster, which is believed to have been founded by the wife of 

Ine’s successor in the mid 8th century.  However, reference to the town is omitted from the 

later Burghal Hidage (dated c. 900 AD), possibly reflecting the fact that the area was not 

refortified, and possibly that it may even have suffered a period of abandonment in the later 

part of the early medieval.  Indeed, it is possible that the early medieval location of Taunton 

was not the same as the later Saxon or medieval Taunton occupation area.  

4.2.4 The lands of Taunton, which large parts of had been granted to the See of Winchester as 

early as the 8
th
 century, became increasingly important from the early 10

th
 century as an 

administrative, judicial and commercial centre for the extensive Tone Vale estate, which 

stretched from the Quantocks to the Blackdowns.  The Bishops of Winchester acquired rights 

to the profits of the developing commercial centre in a charter of 904 AD, which refers to their 

rights to tax exemptions and the ability to extract market tolls and burgage plot rents. This 

confirms that, by this period, Taunton as a settlement was a town (Gathercole, 2002). 

4.2.5 As with the preceding Prehistoric and Romano-British period, while there is a range of 

evidence in the wider area, as well as a small number of documentary sources recording 

activity dating to the Taunton area during this period, there is a paucity of significant activity 

within the location of proposed development. The likelihood is that the site remains in the 

floodplain of the River Tone during this period, potentially in the agricultural hinterland of the 

historic settlement zone.  For this reason, the potential for disturbing complex/significant 

buried remains dating to this period is concluded to be low. 

4.3 Medieval (AD 1066 – AD 1536)  

4.3.1 By the time of the Domesday Survey in 1086 there were 64 burgesses recorded in Taunton, 

making it the third largest recorded population in the county after Bath and Ilchester.  Large 

areas of land in Taunton remained within a vast estate held by the Bishops of Winchester. 

4.3.2 Between 1209 and 1311 Taunton continued to increase in size, with the population increasing 

in size some two and a half times during these years, maintaining Taunton as one of the 

largest and wealthiest towns in the county, and eventually resulting in the status of county 

town being transferred from Ilchester to Taunton in c. 1366 AD. 

4.3.3 It was during this period that the town was granted the right to hold two annual fairs 

(Gathercole, 2002), including one somewhere in the North Town area where a grant was 

made in 1256 for the holding of St. Thomas’ Fair.  The precise location of this fair remains 

unclear, though is suggested to have been held on an open area called ‘Mill Land’, to the west 

of Bridge Street and south of Staplegrove Road (Gerrard, 1984; Bush, 1977); with the open 

triangular area of land in front of the site being part of the fairs grounds.  Both fairs continued 

until the early 20
th
 century (Gathercole 2002) but as can be expected the remains of such 

activity would have been largely ephemeral and not left significant structural evidence.  
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4.3.4 Outside of the above, while urban occupation is known in the area of North Town from the late 

13
th
 century onwards (as with the fair possibly reaching up to the Staplegrove Road junction), 

there is not a large body of evidence relating to the development of North Town during the 

medieval period, which remained in land owned by Taunton Priory (Dunning & Pearson, 

1975).  The speculation is that this area of town, while lying closer to the developing medieval 

core, was still just outside the historic limits of settlement activity, remaining in the town’s 

agricultural lands and devoid of significant development.  For this reason, it is concluded that 

the potential for impacting on later medieval remains of archaeological significance is low. 

4.4 Post-Medieval (AD 1537 – AD 1800) and Modern (1800 – present) 

4.4.1 The distinctions between the later medieval and post-medieval suburbs of Taunton are not 

clear.  The pattern of post-medieval activity, as shown on maps dating to the post-medieval, 

suggest that suburban development was concentrated on the east side of Bridge Street, with 

land to the west and north of this remaining largely open.  Bush (1977) implies that both Flook 

House and Yarde House, which would have stood in the area surrounding the site of 

proposed development, had originated as farms dating to the end of the later medieval period, 

before being rebuilt as gentlemen’s residences in the post-medieval period (Gathercole 2002). 

 Map of Taunton, 1791 (Plate 1) 

4.4.2 The 1791 map of Taunton shows what was the historic core of Taunton, along with outlying 

settlement areas.  The River Tone, which flows to the south of North Town, appears to 

represent the northern boundary of the more densely settled areas of the town, although 

Staplegrove Road is shown to have a range of linear strip development along parts of its 

length.  The location of the site is not shown to have any documented development in its 

limits during this period, though it would have fallen in close proximity to with the feature 

recorded as ‘Yard’ (Yard House).    

 

 

Plate 1 - Taunton 1791 
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4.4.3 As noted above, while Taunton was a large settlement in comparison with other areas of 

Somerset, it was still referred to as a ‘hamlet’ by Savage in the early 19
th
 century (Gathercole 

2002).  The situation was changing however.  Large areas of open land that had been present 

at the beginning of the 19
th
 century were beginning to be built over by the end of that century.  

An example of this is the landscaped gardens at Flook House and Yarde House, as well as a 

number of nurseries that existed in the vicinity of the site, all of which had been developed by 

the end of the 19
th
 century. 

St James Tithe Map, 1840 (Figure 4) 

4.4.4 The Tithe Map of 1840 shows the North Town area in more detail than the previous map of 

1791 (Plate 1), with buildings, enclosures and the river system all relatively clearly defined.  

The precise location of the proposed development site can not be accurately plotted but 

appears to be immediately to the north west of Yard House, predominately in an enclosure 

labelled ‘69’, which is listed as the private ownership of a Mr. John Young at this time and 

documented as being open land for the site of a nursery.  There appears to be a small 

structure in the north eastern limits of what is postulated to be the rough site limits, comprising 

structures fronting onto Staplegrove Road.   

Map of Taunton, 1840 (Figure 5) 

4.4.5 This map is from the same year as the Tithe Map.  It very clearly defines the number and form 

of development within this area of North Town, showing areas of open space, structures, 

transport routes and tree cover.  Overall the form of development is the same as that shown 

on the Tithe Map, with the site being located adjacent to the north west of Yarde House.  

There are again two structures located within what is speculated to be the north eastern side 

of the site, fronting onto Staplegrove Road, while a dividing garden wall and small structure 

are seen to the rear of the plot.  Again, a large portion of the land within this area is open and 

likely to have formed gardens.  

OS Map of Taunton, 1880 (Figure 6) 

4.4.6 The OS map of 1880 documents what is significant development within the North Town area 

during the 40 years from the previous maps (Figure 4 & 5).  This is replicated within the site of 

proposed development (accurately located) which by this time has development right along its 

Staplegrove Road front, most likely representing shops with overhead residential blocks.  

There is also a number of small buildings recorded to the rear of these properties (fronting 

onto what is now Yard Place).   

4.4.7 The extensive change documented on this plan from the earlier map have also resulted in a 

number of new roads being constructed, while there has been a noticeable infilling of once 

open land, including on the areas of the former plant nursery to the north west of the site.  

From a historic structure perspective, when contrasted with the modern site plan (Figure 2) it 

can be seen that the building plans shown on the 1880 OS Map are different to the modern 

layout, showing further redevelopment of the site subsequent to the publication of this plan.   

4.4.8 Taunton continued to develop throughout the 19
th
 and into the 20

th
 century, most noticeably 

with the arrival of the canal and railway systems during in the 19
th
 century.  Indeed, the canal 

system was so prominent that during World War II the Bridgwater and Taunton Canal formed 

part of the Taunton Stop Line, designed to prevent the advance of a German invasion 

(Pillboxes can still be seen along its length). 

4.4.9 It was noted during the site visit (Section 4.6) that the proposed development site has a small 

amount of stone built walling (heavily degraded) used as an interior wall within the property.  
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This is likely to represent reuse of what is likely to have originated as an external garden wall 

(possibly dating to the Victorian period).  As mentioned above, the site was subject to further 

change over the course of the 20
th
 century. The larger number of smaller properties shown on 

the 1880 OS map were subsequently removed, or consolidated in places, creating space for 

larger single units.  There is combination of structural materials within the property, including 

breeze block, concrete and modern brick work, all of which show the majority of building dates 

to between the mid to late 20
th
 century, though there was what appeared to be a poorly 

preserved 1930’s garage fronting on to Staplegrove Road. 

4.4.10 While there is development known in this area during the post-medieval and modern periods, 

the site has been heavily redeveloped over this period.  Structures first shown on maps of 

1840 appear to have been demolished and replaced by the 1880’s, and even where these 

may have survived, significant redevelopment of the site during the 20
th
 century would have 

removed any surviving evidence.  There is a very limited survival of historic fabric within the 

structure, appearing to reflect reuse of one of the sites old stone built garden walls, but this is 

not concluded to be of little historic significance.   

4.4.11 Overall, the potential for impacting complex post-medieval and modern remains of 

archaeological significance is concluded to be low. 

4.6 Site Visit 

4.6.1 A visit of the site was conducted on Thursday 15
th
 of November 2012. The purpose of this 

visit was to gain a greater understanding of existing land use and past impacts within the 

current site limits, along with a potential appreciation of the potential for the survival of below 

ground archaeological deposits.  The following photos are included to illustrate pertinent 

points noted during the site visit.  

4.6.2 The proposed development site is located on Staplegrove Road (7a-13).  The site is flanked 

by commercial property and residential buildings.  While some of these properties are Listed 

Buildings (Figure 3), the majority are shielded from view by more modern buildings, car parks 

and extensions.   

4.6.3 The site visit (and information from advance geotechnical works) also demonstrated that the 

existing ground surface has been covered by a concrete slab across the whole site to a depth 

of at least 0.1 – 0.15m, with the exception of the courtyard area to the centre of the property.  

4.6.4 Photograph 1 shows the street frontage of the proposed development site (facing south east 

from Staplegrove Road).  The two cream coloured properties in the centre of the photo and 

the single storey 1930’s ‘garage’ building to the left of these form the proposed development 

site.   
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Photograph 1 - Proposed Development site from the South East  

4.6.5 Photograph 2, taken facing north, is taken from within the property towards one of the 

windows/doors that would have faced onto Staplegrove Road.  The window has been 

boarded up and is part of the wider deterioration of the property.   

 

Photograph 2 – Rear of shop window facing onto Staplegrove Road 

4.6.6  Photograph 3 is taken facing south west, along the length of the rear part of the site.  There is 

a slight gradient rise in ground level across this space, to bridge the difference in ground 

levels between Staplegrove Road and Yarde Place.  As with the majority of the site concrete 

slab covering cover the ground surface, with advance geotechnical works demonstrating this 

extends to a maximum depth of c. 0.15m below the ground surface.  
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Photograph 3 – View south west inside the proposed development site 

4.6.7 Photograph 4 shows one of the properties internal walls.  It has a number of phases with 

larger stone construction at the base and more recent brickwork above this.  It appears to 

have originated as an external garden wall (given similarities in form and height with garden 

walls along Yarde Place), which has now being incorporated into the later extension of this 

property.  While not of significant historic interest it does demonstrate how the site has been 

heavily amended and modified over time, most recently to suit its mid to late 20
th
 century use. 

 

Photograph 4 – View from the ‘Back Way’ to the Proposed Development Site 

4.6.8 Photograph 5 is again taken facing along the line of the rear part of the existing structure, 

facing in a south west direction towards Yarde Place (which runs to the rear of the proposed 

development site).  The ceiling has been artificially lowered and there is evidence of 
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significant amendment to convert this into the current large space from separately divided 

areas, possibly through the removal of internal walls/partitions.  This single storey area is the 

internal part of the 1930’s garage area shown to the left of Photograph 1 and again the 

ground level rises very slightly over its length from Staplegrove Road to Yarde Place.  

 

Photograph 5 – View inside proposed development site facing south west 

4.6.9 Overall the site visit demonstrated that the building, while having some degraded evidence of 

earlier phases (such as what appear to be an old garden wall that have now been 

incorporated into the current structure due to extension of the original structures), largely 

reflects mid to late 20
th
 century construction works and does not have significant historic 

interest. 
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5. IMPACT ASSESSMENT & MITIGATION STRATEGY 

5.1 Forms of Heritage Impact 

5.1.1 An archaeological resource can be affected by development in a number of ways: the removal 

of material during works, the destruction to sensitive deposits caused by the presence of 

heavy plant, and the alteration of stable ground conditions that may lead to degradation of the 

quality, and survival of buried archaeological remains. 

5.1.2 Equally, the built heritage can be affected by development typically in the form of possible 

demolition or loss of part of a structure or its grounds; increased visual intrusion, noise or 

vibration; changes in the original landscape; severance from linked features such as gardens, 

outbuildings for example, or through the loss of an amenity. The wider settings of historic 

buildings can be affected by development, and the unity of groups of buildings can be 

disrupted.  

5.2 Proposed Development 

5.2.1 The proposed development will require the construction of seven new building plots for 

residential dwellings. The precise foundation plan has not been finalised but are likely to be 

strip foundations.  The following generalised construction activities are likely to be undertaken 

as part of this redevelopment:  

 Demolition of existing structures 

 Groundworks associated with any ground levelling works (build up and reduction; 

removal/excavation of existing surfaces and foundations; foundations for new structures) 

in this case strip foundations have been proposed  

 Groundworks associated with the construction of any additional services (drainage, 

electric supply etc.) 

5.3 Summary of Known Cultural Heritage Evidence 

5.3.1 Within the limits of proposed development there are currently no known below ground 

archaeological remains and the property represents a largely modern development within an 

area that is believed to have not being subject to significant development prior to the late 

post-medieval period. 

5.4 Predicted Impact of Proposed Development 

 Archaeological Impacts 

5.4.1 In relation to the archaeological resource it is possible that groundworks associated with 

proposed construction could impact on any surviving, but currently unknown, below ground 

archaeological deposits.   

5.4.2 However, as noted by the archaeological and historic evidence, there are currently no known 

heritage receptors within the site limits, while the potential for impacting on below ground 

remains of archaeological significance is concluded to be low for all periods.  Furthermore, 

even where such remains do survive they are most likely to date to the post-medieval/modern 

development of this area, have been heavily truncated by later development, and be of 

local/negligible importance, at most. 
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5.4.3 Given both the form of development and the overall archaeological evidence relating to this 

site it is concluded that there would be at most a minor/negligible adverse significance of 

effects, in-line with Table 3. 

 Built Heritage Impacts 

5.4.4 There will be no direct physical impact on the fabric of any designated structures in the area 

associated with proposed works.  

5.5 Proposed Mitigation 

5.5.1 Based on the findings of this report and the anticipated significance of effect on the 

archaeological resource it is proposed that no further archaeological works be undertaken in 

relation to the proposed development. 
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6. CONCLUSIONS 

6.1 Overview 

6.1.1 AB Heritage Limited (herein AB Heritage) has been commissioned by MJT Building and Civil 

Engineering Contractors Ltd (herein MJT) to produce an Archaeological Desk-Based 

Assessment covering the proposed redevelopment of 7a-13 Staplegrove Road, Taunton, 

Somerset. 

6.1.2 The proposed development comprises the construction of seven new building plots for 

residential dwellings on land to the south of Staplegrove Road. At present this work will likely 

include: 

 Demolition of existing buildings 

 Construction of the new building plots and strip foundations 

 Design and lay tarmac for property car parking. 

6.2 Archaeological Resource & Impacts 

6.2.1 This assessment has concluded that the site was open land for the majority of its history, 

being located within the flood plain of the River Tone and only being subject to development 

from the post medieval onwards, when the wider North Town area of Taunton began to be 

developed. 

6.2.2 It has been confirmed that there are no known below ground archaeological remains within 

the limits of proposed development, while the potential for the recovery of significant below 

ground archaeological remains, dating to all period, is concluded to be low.  Even where such 

remains do survive, they are most likely to date to the post-medieval/modern development of 

this area, have been heavily truncated by later development, and be of local/negligible 

importance (at most). 

6.2.3 The report also concludes that there will be no impact on any designated or non-designated 

built heritage features associated with the proposed works. 

6.3 Recommended Mitigation Strategy 

6.3.1 Based on the findings of this report and the anticipated significance of effect on the 

archaeological resource it is proposed that no further archaeological works be undertaken in 

relation to the proposed development. 

. 
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Appendix 1 

Gazetteer of Cultural Heritage Features  

This gazetteer includes archaeological and historical sites identified on the various sources examined within the site limits and surrounding study area.  

 

Abbreviations: 

REF:     Unique Reference Number Provided by Respective Repository. 

NGR:     National Grid Reference (point reference given unless specified). 

NMR:     English Heritage National Monuments Record Number 

EH:  English Heritage Pastscape ID 

SHER:     Somerset Historic Environment Record Number 

 

REF PERIOD TYPE NAME & DESCRIPTION NGR STATUS 

EH190838 Neolithic Findspot Neolithic flint knife found at North Town School ST 2240 2496 - 

1059933 Early 19
th

 Century Building 4A & 4 Staplegrove Road - Early 19
th

 Century Housing ST 22474 25078 Grade II Listed 

1231270 Mid 19
th
 Century Building 41 & 43 Bridge Street - Gothic house, dated 1860 ST 22546 24947 Grade II Listed 

1233893 
Mid-Late 19

th
 

Century 
Building 1 Staplegrove Road, Northtown House ST 22513 25002 Grade II Listed 

1344712 
Mid-Late 19

th
  

Century 
Building 44 – 55 Bridge Street - Terrace of Mid-Late 19

th
 century 3-storey houses ST 22516 24979 Grade II Listed 

1344764 Mid 19
th
 Century Building 6 & 8 Staplegrove Road - Mid 19

th
 Century Housing ST 22471 25081 Grade II Listed 

1372068 Early 19
th

 Century Building 55 – 53 Wood Street - Early 19
th
 Century Housing ST 22451 24939 Grade II Listed 

1372429 
Mid-Late 19

th
 

Century 
Building 29 – 47 Staplegrove Road - Mid-Late 19

th
 century Housing ST 22437 25040 Grade II Listed 

SHER 

15385 
Modern Monument 

Second World War emergency water tank site outside the Kings Arms 

Pub on Staplegrove Road 
ST 2245 2507 - 

SHER 

14690 & 

EH527707 

Modern Building 
Staplegrove Road Theatre - No longer standing. Last shown on OS map 

of 1904 
ST 2251 2505 - 

 



Taunton

Wells

Bath

Yeovil

Bristol Channel

Devon

Gloucs.Bristol

Dorset

W
i
l
t
s
h
i
r
e

Somerset

 

Somerset

N

UK

Figure 1:                 Site Location Plan

Date:     December 2012

Drawn By:  J.Moller Approved By:  A.Buckley

Scale:   Main Map 1:4,000 
Based on  Ordnance Survey Opendata Mapping

Project:          7a-13 Staplegrove Road: 
Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment



Current Development Proposed Development

N

Figure 2:      Current and Proposed 
Development Location Plans

Date:      November 2012Scale:                 1:2500 
Based on  the Plans Provided by the Client

Drawn By:  J.Moller Approved By:  A.Buckley

25m 0 100m

  1:2500
Project:          7a-13 Staplegrove Road, Taunton



N

Figure 3:      Surrounding Built 
Heritage

Date:      December 2012Scale:              Not To Scale 
Based on  Data from Somerset HER

Drawn By:  J.Moller Approved By:  A.Buckley

Site Outline 

Grade II Listed Buildings

Findspots/

Project:          7a-13 Staplegrove Road: 
Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment



N

Figure 4:      1840 Tithe Map

Date:      December 2012Scale:              Not To Scale 
Based on  the Tithe Apportionment Map 

Drawn By:  J.Moller Approved By:  A.Buckley

Approximate Site Location Only
Project:          7a-13 Staplegrove Road: 
Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment



N

Figure 5:        Map of Taunton 1840

Approximate Site Location Only

Date:      November 2012Scale:                 1:5000 
Based on  the  Maps held by Somerset HER

Drawn By:  J.Moller Approved By:  A.Buckley

12.5m 0 50m

  1:5000

Project:          7a-13 Staplegrove Road: 
Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment



Site Outline 

N

Figure 6:      1880 Ordnance Survey
Map

Date:      November 2012Scale:                 1:5000 

Drawn By:  J.Moller Approved By:  A.Buckley

12.5m 0 50m

  1:5000

© Crown Copyright. Licence No. WL100050237 

Project:          7a-13 Staplegrove Road: 
Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment


