
 

8–12 Mill Lane, Bedminster, 

Bristol. 

Archaeological Watching Brief Report 

Client: Prelon Properties 

24 July 2014 



 

i 

Bristol & West Archaeology 
 

Planning Authority: 

Bristol City Council 

 

Planning Ref: BCC App 11/01836/R  

 

National Grid Reference: 

NGR ST 58604 71563 

 

 

Author: Raymond K Ducker 

 

 

Report Status: Final 

Issue Date: 24 July 2014 

BWA Ref: 13/2474  

 

 

 

© Bristol & West Archaeology Limited 
No part of this report is to be copied in any way without prior written consent. 
© Ordnance Survey maps reproduced by consent of the Controller of H M Stationery Office. 
Licence No. WL1005476 
 
 
 
Parkfield House, Parkfield, Pucklechurch, Bristol BS16 9NS. Tel. 0117 9372450 
Email bruce.williams@bristolandwestarchaeology.co.uk 

 



8–12 Mill Lane, Bedminster, Bristol. 

© Bristol and West Archaeology  Archaeological Watching Brief Report 

ii 

BWA Project 

13/2474 

8–12 Mill Lane, Bedminster, Bristol. 

Archaeological Watching Brief Report 

 

1. INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................... 1 

2. OBJECTIVES AND RECORDING METHODOLOGY ................................................ 1 

3. HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND ........................................... 2 

4. RESULTS ............................................................................................................................. 2 

5. CONCLUSIONS .................................................................................................................. 3 

6. BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................................................................................................... 3 

7. THE FINDS ......................................................................................................................... 4 

8. APPENDIX 1. LIST OF CONTEXTS ............................................................................... 5 

Figures 

Figure 1: Detail of the study area, with the approximate boundary outlined in red............... 8 

Figure 2: Archaeological features and deposits located during the watching brief, Scale 1: 

435 approximate .................................................................................................................... 9 

Plates 

Plate 1: General view of  reduced level excavation,looking W, scale 2 x 1m ..................... 10 

Plate 2: General view of the NW facing section, looking SE, scale 1x2m, 1x1m. .............. 10 

Plate3: Wall (113) in the SW facing section, scale 1m. ....................................................... 11 

Plate 4: Detail of Wall (109) in the NW facing, scale 1m. .................................................. 11 

Plate 5: Cellar (117) during reduced level excavation showing hole in barrel vaulted roof, 

scale 1m.. ............................................................................................................................. 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8–12 Mill Lane, Bedminster, Bristol. 

© Bristol and West Archaeology  Archaeological Watching Brief Report 

iii 

BWA Project 

13/2474 

 8–12 Mill Lane, Bedminster, Bristol. 
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Summary 

 

A watching brief was carried out by Bristol and West Archaeology during groundworks for the 

construction of a three storey building comprising 8no flats at Nos 8-12 Mill Lane, Bedminster, 

Bristol.  Deposits and features observed comprised recent made ground, three modern pits, two walls 

and a cellar associated with post-medieval buildings. At the base of excavation was a sequence of 

buried topsoil, subsoil, redeposited natural sandy clay and a further buried soil. The buried soil at the 

base of excavation was not fully excavated and no archaeologically sterile deposits were observed 

anywhere on the site. The potential for buried archaeological remains preserved in-situ beneath the 

development remains a possibility. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Project background 

1.1 Prelon Properties received planning consent (BCC App 11/01836/R) for the construction of 

a 3-storey building containing 8No flats at Nos 8-12 Mill Lane Bristol (NGR ST 58604 

71563.  Attached to the planning consent was a planning condition (#6) for an 

archaeological watching brief during development groundworks. 

1.2 The watching brief was undertaken in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation 

(BWA 2013) approved by Bob Jones, Senior Archaeological Officer for Bristol City 

Council and followed the Standard and Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief 

(IfA 2008) and Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MORPHE: 

The Project Managers’ Guide (EH 2006). 

1.3 The fieldwork was conducted by Raymond Ducker during six site visits between 1 May 

and 25 June 2014. 

1.4 This report was written by Raymond Ducker. The project archive will be deposited with 

Bristol City Museum and Art Gallery for which an accession number has been requested. A 

PDF/A copy of the report will be provided to Bristol City Council for inclusion in the 

Historic Environment Record database for which a HER No. has been requested. The 

project has been entered in the Online Access to the Index of Archaeological Investigations 

(OASIS) as bristola3-167236. Paper copies of the report will be provided to Bristol Record 

Office and Bristol City Museum. 

Site Location 

1.5 The site is centred on NGR ST 58604 71563 and is a roughly rectangular area of land on 

the west side of Mill Lane. It is bordered east and south by Mill Lane and by commercial 

properties to the north and west.  The site was previously occupied by a 2-storey retail 

building. 

Geology and Topography 

1.6 The British Geological Survey (BGS) 1:50,000 scale geological map of the area indicates 

the site to be underlain by Redcliffe Sandstone of the Triassic Period.  

1.7 Access to the site was via Mill Lane and at the time of study the area was level following 

the demolition of the retail property that stood on the site.  

 

2. OBJECTIVES AND RECORDING METHODOLOGY 

2.1 The watching brief followed the methodology outlined in the Written Scheme of 

investigation (BWA 2013) and involved monitoring all groundworks. Features of 

archaeological potential were cleaned and investigated by hand. 

2.2 A handful of modern sherds of pottery and a single medieval sherd of Saintonge ware were 

collected but these were not retained in the site archive.  Deposits and features were 
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recorded on standard BWA proforma sheets.  The records, drawings and photographs have 

been prepared as a standard archive according to English Heritage MAP2 standards. 

 

3. HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND  

3.1 The site lies close to the centre of Old Bedminster which has been shown archaeologically 

to date back to the 11th century with evidence for occupation during the Romano-British 

period. Mill Lane itself may be an ancient thoroughfare depicted on a plan of 1828, which 

shows buildings on the site. 

3.2 An evaluation nearby at St Catherine’s Place, off Dalby Avenue is understood to have 

found extensive remains of several phases of mill buildings, the earliest of which could be 

medieval in origin (Cai Mason pers comm.). 

 

4. RESULTS 

4.1 Construction works during the project comprised excavation of a reduced level platform for 

the block of flats followed by excavations for services and pile caps. All excavation was 

carried out with a 360 degree tracked excavators with both toothed and toothless buckets. 

Reduced Level Excavation  

4.2 The reduced level excavation, about 1 metre deep, revealed a number of features and 

deposits in the south part of the site and also in the north facing section. From the base of 

excavation, the earliest deposit comprised a buried soil (108), a thin irregular layer of 

redeposited, brownish red sandy clay (107), probable subsoil deposit (106) and buried 

topsoil (105/118). A wall (109) and small pit (Cut 112/Fill 111) appeared to have been 

formed from the level of the buried topsoil and these in turn were sealed by similar deposits 

of made-ground (104) and (110). The made-ground deposits were truncated by a probable 

pit of late post-mediaeval/modern date (Cut 102/Fill103), itself cut by a modern pit (Cut 

120/Fill 101). The uppermost deposit comprised the modern tarmac pavement surface 

(100). 

4.3 A few deposits and features were also recorded in the south facing section, although much 

of the section comprised the fill of modern service trenches running parallel to the site 

frontage. Below the modern concrete pavement were two make-up deposits (119) and 

(121) either side of, and above a wall (113) orientated approximately east to west and 

extending beneath the Mill Lane tarmacadam pavement. 

4.4 A cellar (117) was revealed in the northwest corner of the site. It appeared to measure 1.3m 

square and had a largely complete barrel vaulted roof (114). The west wall of the structure 

(115) was poorly built and appeared to be a later addition. A layer of modern made-ground 

(122) overlay and filled the structure. 
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4.5 Following formation of a piling mat, the reduced level excavation was deepened by a 

further 200mm, revealing more of deposit 108 and further make-up deposits (119, 

121,122). 

Services and Pile Caps 

4.6 Following the reduced level dig, a piling mat of crushed demolition rubble was laid across 

the site. Pile caps and service trenches were excavated through this material. All 

excavation, excluding the southwest corner of the site, was undertaken into made-ground 

deposits 104, 119, 121 and 122 or similar material. In the south west corner, layer 108 was 

excavated to a maximum depth of 200mm, but no further deposits were observed. 

5. CONCLUSION S 

5.1 The most significant deposits revealed during the watching brief were layers 105 – 108 

which appeared to represent a sequence of topsoil, subsoil, redeposited sandy clay and a 

further possible buried topsoil. A single sherd of pottery from SW France from the lower 

topsoil layer points to medieval occupation nearby.  

5.2 Evidence for post-medieval activity at the site is evidenced by the barrel-vaulted cellar 

located to the rear of properties that would have fronted Mill Lane, and by the two walls 

that extended beneath the tarmacadam pavement. The mortar used in these structures was 

18
th
 or 19

th
 century in date and clearly pre-dated the retail premises that stood there until 

recently.  

5.3 A small number of later post-medieval and modern cut features were also located, but their 

archaeological significance was low. 

5.4 All the other deposits on the site were of made-ground of recent date and of no 

archaeological significance. 

 

6. BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Alan Vince Archaeological Consultancy 2004. Correlation of the Bristol Pottery Type (BPT) 

Series with other classifications. AVAC Report 2004/77, privately circulated. 

 

BWA (Bristol & West Archaeology) 2013.  Written Scheme of Investigation for an Archaeological 

Watching Brief at 8 – 12 Mill Lane, Bedminster, Bristol. 
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7. THE FINDS 

A small number of finds was recovered from the site, mainly during the initial reduced level 

excavation. 

Pottery 

Five sherds of pottery were recovered from deposits on the site, although further sherds of some of 

the post-medieval types were observed within the made-ground deposits but were not collected. 

 

Pottery type Context Count Weight (g) Date 

BPT 218 106 1 9 1500-1650 

BPT 40 108 1 8 1280-1500 

BPT 278 122 1 7  

277 122 1 24  

202 122 2 6  

 

Table showing revised Bristol Pottery Types (BPT) present (after AVAC Report 2004/77). 

 

BPT 218   Glazed red earthenware 

BPT 40     Saintonge green-glazed ware 

BPT 278   Tranfer printed ware 

BPT 277   Bristol stoneware 

BPT 202   Late white china 

 

Other Finds 

A small number of complete and fragmentary oyster shells were observed within made-ground 

deposits 119, 121 and 122.  

Two fragments of clay tobacco pipe (1 stem and 1 bowl) came from deposit 122. The bowl was of 

the “spur” heel type and, therefore, of later post-medieval date. 
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8. APPENDIX 1 LIST OF CONTEXTS 

Table of Contexts  

No Type Description Length Width Depth Date 

100 Deposit Hard black gravel and pitch, asphalt 

surface deposit. 

Borders site to east and 

south up to 60mm thick 

C20 

101 Deposit Loose small to medium gravel 

/scalpings fills modern cut of 

unknown purpose. 

In NW facing site section 

only. Up to 400mm deep 

C20 

102 Cut Steep sided, flat bottomed cut, 

recorded in section only. Unknown 

purpose but stratigraphy suggests 

late post-medieval/modern date. 

Recorded in section only, 

1m wide x 400mm deep 

C19+ 

103 Fill Firm/compact deposit of 3 lenses of 

black coal-waste/charcoal, grey lime 

mortar with charcoal and lime flecks 

and greyish brown topsoil (105). 

Recorded in section only, 

1m wide x 400mm deep 

C19+ 

104 Deposit  Firm, very dark grey-black with 

lenses of brownish red mix of 

redeposited topsoil, coal waste, 

mortar and sandy clay. Limestone 

and sandstone rubble inclusions, 

brick and ceramic tile fragments. 

Modern made-ground deposit 

Visible in much of the north 

facing section and base of 

the site up to 700mm deep 

C19+ 

105 Deposit Compact/firm, greyish brown silty 

clay. Inclusions of small sandstone 

fragments as well as charcoal and 

lime flecks. Buried topsoil 

Recorded in section as 

200mm deep x 6m long as 

excavated 

- 

106 Deposit Firm, mid-brown silty clay with 

occasional charcoal, lime and mortar 

fleck inclusions. Subsoil deposit 

In NW facing section for 

9.2m and 300mm deep 

- 

107 Deposit Soft brownish-red, sandy clayey silt. 

Forms irregular/discontinuous layer 

in the SW corner of the site. 

Redeposited substrate material. 

<100mm thick - 

108 Deposit Firm, mid-brown, fine sandy silt. 

Occasional charcoal flecks, rare shell 

fragments.  

Visible in base of site below 

Deposit (107) in north 

facing and east facing 

sections of site 

- 

109 Structure Brick and limestone structure. 

Rubble is small – medium, 

unworked, random coursed rubble 

bonded with hard, pale brownish 

grey lime mortar with abundant 

Recorded in section only, 

550mm high x 520mm wide 

C18+ 
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charcoal and lime fleck inclusions. 

110 Deposit Firm/compact, very dark greyish 

brown/black silty clay with lenses of 

brownish red sandy clay with 

occasional inclusions of small 

limestone/sandstone fragments, 

charcoal and lime mortar flecks. 

Modern made-ground deposit, same 

as (104) 

Visible in part of NE facing 

section, 1.2m wide x 600mm 

deep. 

C19+ 

111 Deposit Soft, poorly sorted, very dark 

greyish brown and brownish red 

deposit. Mix of topsoil (105) and 

sandy clay (107) with Pennant 

sandstone and limestone rubble. 

Frequent mortar and charcoal fleck 

inclusions. Fills Modern Pit Cut 

[112] 

800 x 800 x 300mm C20 

112 Cut  Half sub-oval shaped modern pit cut 

with steep flat sides.   

800 x 800 x 300mm C19 

113 Structure Linear Structure of unworked Lias 

limestone rubble and brick. 

Randomly coursed and bonded with 

weak greyish brown lime mortar 

which has abundant lime and 

charcoal fleck inclusions. Orientated 

NE – SW. 

Material sizes: 250 x 100 x 

80mm. Section only x 

400mm wide x 500mm high 

C18 

114 Structure Structure of unworked Lias 

limestone rubble. Randomly coursed 

and bonded with grey lime mortar. 

Cellar Wall 

Material sizes: Rubble 400 x 

200 x 100mm   

Structure 3.1m long x 3.1m 

wide x 200mm thick 

C18 

115 Structure  Linear Structure of unworked Lias 

limestone rubble and brick. 

Randomly coursed and bonded with 

weak greyish brown lime mortar. 

Not bonded with Wall (116) or Roof 

(114) Later Cellar Wall. 

Material sizes: Rubble 130 x 

100 x 80mm Brick 220 x 

110 x 70mm.  

Structure 3.1m x 

unexcavated x 300mm as 

excavated 

C18+ 

116 Structure  Linear Structure of unworked Lias 

limestone rubble. Random coursed 

and bonded with grey lime mortar. 

Cellar Wall 

Only part of 1 course 

visible, for overall cellar 

dimensions see (117)  

C18+ 

117 Structure Overall Structure number for the 

cellar comprising Walls (115) and 

(116) and roof (114) 

3.1m x 3.1m x unexcavated C18+ 
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118 Deposit Firm/compact, greyish brown silty 

clay with occasional inclusions of 

small sandstone fragments, charcoal 

and lime mortar flecks. Buried 

topsoil, same as (105). 

Recorded in section in the 

east corner of site, 200mm 

thick. 

- 

119 Deposit Loose, very dark greyish 

brown/black with lenses of brownish 

red silty clay. Partly made-up of 

redeposited topsoil (105) and sandy 

clay (107) with frequent spent 

coal/charcoal, small –medium rubble 

(limestone and sandstone) brick and 

tile fragments. Made-ground deposit, 

similar to (121) and (122) 

Recorded in northern end of 

the south east facing section 

and the base of site in the 

northwest of site, greater 

than 1m deep. 

C20 

120 Cut Flat bottomed cut with steep side on 

west and fill of modern gravel. 

Recorded in NW facing 

section only 3.5m x 600mm 

deep 

C20 

121 Deposit  Loose, very dark greyish brown 

mixed Topsoil (Deposit 105) tarmac, 

brick sandstone and limestone 

rubble. Pieces of scrap Iron and 

broken glass. Charcoal and lime 

mortar fleck inclusions. Made-

ground deposit 

Visible in SE facing section 

and much of the base of 

excavation to greater than 

1m depth. Similar to (119) 

and (122) 

C20 

122 Deposit Loose, very dark grey – black, 

mixed layer. Redeposited topsoil 

(105) coal slag, mortar, brick and 

ceramic tile fragments and rubble 

(sandstone and limestone). Made-

ground deposit.  

Whole NW area of site 

around Cellar (117). 1m+ 

depth 

C20 
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Figure 1: Detail of the study area, with the approximate boundary outlined in red. Ordnance Survey 

map reproduced by consent of the Controller of H M Stationery Office. Licence No. WL1005476. At 

A4approximate scale 1: 870.  
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Figure 2: Archaeological features and deposits located during the watching brief, Scale 1: 435 

approximately. 

Wall (109) 

Wall (113) 

Cellar (117) 

Approx. area of 

Deposit (108) 
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PLATES 

 

Plate 1: General view of  reduced level excavation,looking W, scale 2 x 1m. 

 

 

 

Plate 2: General view of the NW facing section, looking SE,  

scale 1 x 2m, 1 x 1m. 
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Plate3: Wall (113) in the SW facing section,  

looking NE, scale1m. 

 

Plate 4: Detail of Wall (109) in the NW facing  

section, looking SE, scale 1m.  
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Plate 5: Cellar (117) during reduced level excavation showing hole in  

barrel-vaulted roof, looking SW, scale 1m.  

 

 


