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Summary 

 

In May 2015 Bristol & West Archaeology undertook an archaeological watching brief on land at 

Crews Hole Road, St George, Bristol in order to fulfil a planning condition (12/0833/F, condition 10) 

attached by Bristol City Council to the redevelopment of the site. 

Four test pits were opened to a maximum depth of 1.1m within the area of the proposed new car park. 

Groundwork for the new car park was to comprise  excavations to a depth of 500mm across the site to 

create a reduced level platform for carparking for the nearby building conversion. Three of the test pits 

(1, 3 and 4) revealed disturbed, mixed topsoil and rubble overlying an equally mixed deposit of 

topsoil, rubble and redeposited sandy clay the limits of which were not fully revealed. In Test Pit 02 a 

further layer of redeposited sandy clay lay between the made-ground deposits but the test pit was 

otherwise identical. No archaeological features were revealed and no artefacts of any description were 

found. No other groundworks were undertaken at the site. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Planning Consent (12/0833/F) was been granted by Bristol City Council for the creation of 

five two-bedroom properties within the former IDS building and two two-bedroom live-

work units in the former chapel off Crews Hole Road, Bristol. Attached to the planning 

consent was a planning condition (10) for archaeological monitoring (watching brief) during 

development groundworks. 

1.2 The watching brief was undertaken in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation 

(BWA 2013) approved by the Bristol City Archaeologist, Mr R. H. Jones.  It followed the 

Standard and Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief (IfA 2008) and Management 

of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MORPHE: The Project Managers’ 

Guide) (EH 2006). 

1.3 The fieldwork was conducted on April 28th 2015. 

1.4 This report was compiled by Raymond K Ducker. The archaeological work will be entered 

in the Historic Environment Record (HER) for Bristol and into the Online Access to the 

Index of Archaeological Investigations (OASIS) as bristola3-210849. An accession number 

has been requested from Bristol City Museum as the expected recipient of the project 

archive. 

2. LOCATION AND GEOLOGY 

2.1 The site is centred on NGR ST 6254 7309 and is a roughly rectangular area of 

approximately 2120 square metres of land between Crews Hole Road and the north bank of 

the River Avon.  At the eastern end of the site lies a former Methodist Chapel and at the 

western end, a building known as the IDS building. The rest of the site is given over to a 

garden and rough car parking. The level of the site varies from 11m aOD on Crews Hole 

Road to 8.2m aOD on the towpath alongside the river. 

2.2 The British Geological Survey 1:50,000 scale map for the area indicates the natural strata to 

be Sandstone, conglomerate and mudstone of the Carboniferous Period, with superficial 

deposits of alluvial clay. 
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3. HISTORICAL/ARCHAEOLOGICAL SUMMARY 

3.1 The following information is taken from a desk-based heritage assessment for the site 

(Etheridge 2012). This found that little was known about the history of the area before the 

18th century. The course of a Roman road from Bath to Sea Mills is believed to have run 

along the crest of the northern ridge above the Avon valley.  No evidence for prehistoric or 

medieval activity is known. 

3.2 Coal Mining in the general area was first documented in the later 17
th

 century and 

subsequent archaeological work has concentrated on recording the area’s industrial past. 

Buried remains of Anthony Ammat’s early 19
th

 century pottery and house may be preserved 

toward the western end of the site, although it is understood these may have been destroyed 

or heavily damaged in the 1970’s when a sewer was laid (Reg Jackson, pers comm).   

3.3 The report concluded that with the exception of the kiln site and the chapel there are no 

other known archaeological assets within the study area. It was suggested that the buried 

remains of 18
th
 century structures may be preserved within the study area, and that the 

presence of structural remains relating to an early 19
th

 century pottery and house were also 

likely to be preserved.  Additionally buried archaeological features relating to the former 

Wesleyan Methodist chapel could also be preserved.  Thus the overall archaeological 

potential of the study area was likely to be moderate to high. 

 

4. OBJECTIVES AND RECORDING METHODOLOGY 

4.1 The objective of the watching brief was to record all archaeological features and/or deposits 

revealed by construction groundworks. 

4.2 Four test pits of approximately 1m x 1m were excavated by mechanical excavator equipped 

with a toothless grading bucket under constant archaeological supervision. Excavation then 

proceeded by hand to characterise and record all features and deposits exposed.  

4.3 Recording was undertaken using Bristol and West Archaeology’s single context recording 

system. 

4.4 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded at suitable scales as outlined in the 

WSI (BWA 2013). 
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5. RESULTS 

5.1 Test Pit 01 (2.4m long, 0.8m wide) was excavated to a maximum depth of 1.0m. The 

uppermost deposit (Layer 101) comprised up to 500mm of very dark greyish brown sandy 

silt loam with frequent inclusions of sandstone rubble (sizes from very small to large, 60 x 

160 x 200 mm) and brick as well as rarer limestone fragments. The deposit also contained 

scrap metal and rubbish of modern date.  Below layer (101) was a deposit (Layer 102) of 

grey, lime mortar with rare charcoal and lime fleck inclusions. Layer (102) also contained 

an abundance of unworked sandstone rubble of medium to large size (250 x 160 x 50 mm). 

At the top of the deposit was a concentration of roots that may suggest it formed the ground 

surface at some point previously. The base of this made-ground layer was not revealed 

within the test pit. No archaeological features, deposits or finds were present within the test 

pit. 

5.2 Test Pit 02 (1.6m long, 1m wide) was excavated to a maximum of 1m deep. Deposits 

exposed comprised an upper made-ground horizon, Layer (201) identical to Deposit (101) 

sealing a band of pale brown sandy clay, that was probably redeposited, Layer (202). Below 

this was Deposit 203, which was identical to Layer (102). The base of this made-ground 

layer was not revealed within the test pit. No archaeological features, deposits or finds were 

present within the test pit. 

5.3 Test Pit 03 (2.1m long by 0.9m wide) was excavated to a maximum depth of 1.10m. The 

uppermost deposit (Layer 301) comprised up to 500mm of very dark greyish brown sandy 

silt loam with frequent inclusions of sandstone rubble (sizes from very small to large, 100 x 

280 x 220 mm) and brick as well as rarer limestone fragments. The deposit also contained 

scrap metal and rubbish of modern date.  Below layer (301) was a deposit (Layer 302) of 

grey, lime mortar with rare charcoal and lime fleck inclusions. Layer (302) also contained 

an abundance of unworked sandstone rubble of medium to large size (250 x 160 x 50 mm). 

At the top of the deposit was a concentration of roots that may suggest it formed the ground 

surface at some point previously. The base of this made-ground layer was not revealed 

within the test pit.  No archaeological features, deposits or finds were present within the test 

pit. 

5.4 Test Pit 04 (1.7m long by 0.8m wide) was excavated to a maximum depth of 1.10m. The 

uppermost deposit (Layer 401) comprised up to 700mm of very dark greyish brown sandy 

silt loam with frequent inclusions of sandstone rubble (sizes from very small to large, 60 x 

160 x 200 mm) and brick as well as rarer limestone fragments. The deposit also contained 

scrap metal and rubbish of modern date. Below this was Layer (402) an orange/pink-ish 

brown sandy clay with occasional subrounded/subangular sandstone fragment inclusions 

and lenses of redeposited dark greyish brown sandy silt. The material was probably a mix of 

Deposit (401) and redeposited sandy clay of geological origin. The layer was excavated to a 

maximum of 600mm depth but the base of this made-ground layer was not revealed within 

the test pit. No archaeological features, deposits or finds were present within the test pit. 
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6. CONCLUSION 

6.1 During the Watching Brief, four test pits were opened across the site to a maximum depth of 

1.10m. No evidence for archaeology was revealed in any of the test pits. Those deposits 

exposed comprised made-ground layers and a possible buried topsoil horizon. 

6.2 All deposits exposed during the works comprised made-ground material with no geological 

deposits observed.  
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Figure 1: Site location. Ordnance Survey map reproduced by consent of the Controller of H M 

Stationery Office. Licence No. WL1005476. Scale as shown 
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Figure 2. Test Pit location plan Ordnance Survey map reproduced by consent of the Controller of H M 

Stationery Office. Licence No. WL1005476.  Scale as shown. 
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Plates 

 

Plate 1: View of Test Pit 1 looking northeast. Scale 0.5m. 

 

 

Plate 2: View of Test Pit 3 looking north. Scale 0.5m. 
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Plate 3: View of Test Pit 4 looking east. Scale 0.5m. 

 

Plate 4: Overall view of the site during works, looking north. 
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8. APPENDIX 1:  LIST OF CONTEXTS 

No Type Description Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Date 

101 Deposit Very dark greyish-brown sandy, silt loam 

Abundant root disturbance frequent 

gravel inclusions, frequent rubble, mostly 

sandstone but some brick. Sizes from 

small to large (200 x 160 x 60 mm) 

Whole test pit 

2.4 m x 1m  

400-

500mm 

PM- 

102 Deposit Mostly grey sandy grey lime mortar with 

lime and charcoal flecks. Abundant 

inclusions of rubble, mostly unworked 

sandstone but some small limestone 

fragments. 

Whole test pit 

2.4 m x 1m 

500-

600mm 

PM- 

201 Deposit Very dark greyish-brown sandy, silt loam 

Abundant root disturbance frequent 

gravel inclusions, frequent rubble, mostly 

sandstone but some brick. Sizes from 

small to large (200 x 160 x 60 mm) 

Whole test pit 

1.6 m x 1m 

400-

500mm 

PM- 

202 Deposit Pale brown, sandy clay with moderate 

amounts of small subangular sandstone 

fragment inclusions 

In section of 

whole test pit 

 

200mm -PM 

203 Deposit Very dark greyish-brown sandy, silt loam 

Abundant root disturbance frequent 

gravel inclusions, frequent rubble, mostly 

sandstone but some brick. Sizes from 

small to large (200 x 160 x 60 mm) 

Whole test pit 

1.6 m x 1m 

300-

400mm 

-PM 

301 Deposit Very dark greyish-brown sandy, silt loam 

Abundant root disturbance frequent 

gravel inclusions, frequent rubble, mostly 

sandstone but some brick. Sizes from 

small to large (280 x 220 x 100 mm) 

Whole test pit 

2.1 m x 0.9m  

400-

500mm 

-PM 

302 Deposit Mostly grey sandy grey lime mortar with 

lime and charcoal flecks. Abundant 

inclusions of rubble, mostly unworked 

sandstone but some small limestone 

fragments. 

Whole test pit 

2.1 m x 0.9m  

400-

500mm 

-PM 

401 Deposit Very dark greyish-brown sandy, silt loam 

Abundant root disturbance frequent 

gravel inclusions, frequent rubble, mostly 

sandstone but some brick. Sizes from 

small to large (280 x 220 x 100 mm) 

Whole test pit 

1.7 m x 0.8m  

500-

700mm 

-PM 

402 Deposit Orange, pinkish – brown sandy clay with 

occasional subrounded/subangular 

sandstone fragment inclusions and lenses 

of dark greyish brown sandy silt loam 

Mix of former topsoil and redeposited 

sandy clay. 

Whole test pit 

1.7 m x 0.8m 

600mm -PM 

 


