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Executive Summary 

Ecus Ltd were commissioned by RSPB in August 2013 to prepare a Heritage Desk-Based Assessment to 
help guide management works at the Hazeley Heath Reserve. The SSSI mixed woodland and heath 
reserve at Hazeley comprises an irregular plot of land, roughly 110 ha in extent, approximately 1.2 km 
northwest of the village of Hartley Wintney, Hampshire situated at National Grid Coordinate SU 751 
584. The proposed works consist of reserve management including tree clearance, habitat creation via 
soil scraping and the possibility of erecting of site interpretation panels along the footpaths of the 
heath.  
 
Known designated and non-designated heritage assets were assessed within a 1 km study area around 
the heath and a walkover survey of the entire reserve was undertaken to in order to assess the general 
historic character of the heath, identify any visible historic features and assess possible factors which 
may affect the survival or condition of known or potential assets. 
 
The heath was likely utilised during the medieval and post-medieval periods for the grazing of livestock, 
collection of fuel, building materials and animal bedding. There is evidence of medium scale industry in 
the form of sand and gravel quarrying at several locations on the heath and a brickworks was present 
at Hazeley Bottom. The site was heavily used by the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME), 
stationed at Arborfield Garrison, during the Second World War as a tank recovery training area and 
proving ground .  
 
It became readily obvious from the review of photographic archives and during the walkover survey 
that the extensive nature of the military activity during WWII had resulted in the loss of any pre-20th 
century archaeological remains through truncation and disturbance of deposits. In general, pre-1940 
historic landscape features survive better to the south of the B3011 which appears to have been 
outside of the main training area, and are generally characterised by former quarrying of the site.  
 
Potential early historic features that survive include a parish boundary bank that runs along the 
southeast boundary of the reserve, a possible compartment boundary bank to the west of the B3011 
near Hazeley Farm and a hollow-way which follows the western boundary of the reserve from the west 
of Hazeley Bottom and curves northwards into a former quarry. Various quarries are noted in the 
reserve mainly along both sides of the B3011. 
 
The majority of archaeological remains in the reserve can be attributed to the WWII military activity 
with a density of remains near the southeast corner, which appears to reflect the main mustering point 
of the training area, which can be observed on contemporary aerial photographs. The remains 
comprise of collapsed concrete buildings, concrete tips, various concrete tank stops and pitting relating 
to controlled demolition explosions. Collected oral history records the possibility of military training 
hardware being buried on the heath. Due to the apparent deliberate destruction of the military remains 
by the army after the War the historic features are in poor condition and have a low evidential value 
but still retains important associative historical and communal values as a reminder of the modern 
historical use of the heath.  
 
Overall it is considered the proposed management works will not have an adverse effect on the historic 
environment of the reserve although the location of historic features should be noted for future 
management proposals to ensure their sustainable management. Due to the high degree of previous 
impacts to the heath, it is considered that additional archaeological investigation or monitoring would 
not be required on the reserve for the proposed management works. 
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Assumptions and Limitations 

This report is compiled using secondary information derived from a variety of sources, only some have 

been directly examined. The assumption is made that this data, as well as that derived from other 

secondary sources, is reasonably accurate. 

In addition, the records held by Hampshire AHBR represent a record of a wide range of information 

derived from historical sources and previous archaeological discoveries and does not preclude the 

subsequent discovery of further elements of the historic environment that are, at present, unknown.   
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Project Background 

1.1.1 Ecus Ltd were commissioned by RSPB (hereafter ‘the Client’) in August 2013 to prepare a Desk-
Based Assessment to help guide management works at the Hazeley Heath Reserve (hereafter 
‘the site’), centred at National Grid Coordinate SU 751 584. 

1.1.2 The current programme of proposed initial works consist of reserve management including 
tree clearance in three designated felling areas and the creation of new heathland habitat via 
scrub clearance, bracken control and soil scraping. As the management works progress, there 
is an opportunity for information panels to be introduced about the heath, detailing its 
wildlife, history and marked trails.  It is intended that this report will contribute to the 
understanding of the historical development and former uses of the heathland.  

1.2 The Site 

1.2.1 The SSSI mixed woodland and heath site at Hazeley (Plate 1) comprises an irregular plot of 
land, roughly 110 ha in extent and lies approximately 1.2 km northwest of the village of 
Hartley Wintney, within Mattingley parish, Hampshire (Figure 1). The B3011 that runs between 
Heckfield Heath and Hartley Wintney separates the south-western section of the reserve 
(Hazeley Bottom) from the main heathland to the east of the road. The northern boundary of 
the reserve is marked by Plough Lane, Hazeley Lea. The south-eastern boundary of the reserve 
is defined by the parish boundary between Mattingley and Hartley Whitney parishes. 
Farmland characterises the landscape to the west of the heath and parkland of Bramshill 
House largely defines the landscape to the east. The main drive (Mansion Drive) for Bramshill 
House Police Staff College cuts directly across the northern part of the Site on a southwest-
northeast axis.  

1.2.2 The heath lies along a ridgeline the top of which is broadly followed by the line of the B3011. 
The western edge of the site is defined by a steep slope that descends to Hazeley Bottom. The 
heath to the east of the B3011 comprises of gently rolling topography with a wide dry valley 
aligned north-south in the centre of the heath. From the ridgeline the topography falls from 
approximately 90 m aOD near Hazeley House in the southeast corner to 65 m aOD along its 
eastern boundary with Bramshill Park.  

1.2.3 The underlying geology of the Site is a mixture of Bagshot Sand Formation and Windlesham 
Sand, Silt and Clay Formation. There are overlying superficial deposits of Surrey Hill Sand and 
Gravel Member (BGS Geology of Britain Viewer). 
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Plate 1: General view of the site looking north 

2. Methodology 

2.1 Scope 

2.1.1 The purpose of this desk-based assessment is to determine, as far as is reasonably possible 
from existing records, an understanding of the historic environment resource in order to 
formulate: 

 An assessment of the potential for heritage assets to survive within the area of study; 

 An assessment of the significance of the known or predicted heritage assets considering  
their archaeological, historic, architectural and artistic interests; 

 An assessment of the impact of proposed management works or other land use changes 
on the significance of the heritage assets and their settings; and 

2.1.2 This assessment is undertaken in accordance with the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standards 
and Guidance for desk based assessment (IfA 1994, revised November 2012).  

2.2 Spatial Scope and Sources 

Historical and Archaeological Baseline 

2.2.1 Baseline conditions are established through consideration of recorded heritage assets within a 
1 km study area around the site boundary and desk-based review of existing sources of 
publicly accessible sources of primary and synthesised information, comprising: 
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 The Archaeology and Historic Buildings Record (AHBR) is the Historic Environment Record 
(HER) for Hampshire County Council, comprising a database of all recorded archaeological 
sites, find-spots, and archaeological events within the county. 

 National heritage datasets including The National Heritage List for England (NHLE), Images 
of England, PastScape, Viewfinder, NMR Excavation Index, and Parks and Gardens UK. 

 Historic manuscripts and maps held at the Hampshire Records Office. 

 Photographic archive held at the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) 
Museum, Aborfield Garrison. 

 Relevant primary and secondary sources including published and unpublished 
archaeological reports relating to excavations and observations in the area around the site 
were studied. 

2.2.2 A bibliography of documentary, archive, and cartographic sources consulted is included in the 
References section of this report. 

2.3 Site Visit 

2.3.1 A site visit was undertaken on 28th November 2013 in order to assess the general character of 
the Site, identify any visible historic features and assess possible factors which may affect the 
survival or condition of known or potential assets. 

2.4 Assessment Methodology 

2.4.1 To determine the potential impact of the proposed management works on heritage assets and 
to suggest possible management recommendations for the historic environment resource 
within the site, the significance of heritage assets have been considered using professional 
judgment with reference to national published guidance (including DCMS 2010 and EH’s 
Designation Listing Selection Guides). National guidance provided by English Heritage (2008) 
introduced the weighing of significance in reference to the following value criteria: 

 Evidential (Archaeological) value. Deriving from the potential of a place to yield evidence 
about past human activity. 

 Historical value. Deriving from the ways in which past people, events and aspects of life 
can be connected through a place to the present. It tends to be illustrative or associative. 

 Aesthetic (Architectural or Artistic) value. Deriving from the ways in which people draw 
sensory and intellectual stimulation from a place. 

 Communal value. Deriving from the meanings of a place for the people who relate to it, 
or for whom it figures in their collective experience or memory. Communal values are 
closely bound up with historical (particularly associative) and aesthetic values, but tend to 
have additional and specific aspects. 

2.4.2 The overall significance of heritage assets is expressed on a 5-point scale of: Very High, High, 
Medium, Low and Negligible using the criteria presented in Table 1. 
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Heritage 

Significance 
Criteria 

Very High 

Heritage assets of international importance. World Heritage Sites and the individual 
attributes that convey their Outstanding Universal Value. Areas associated with 
intangible cultural heritage activities as evidenced by the register and areas with 
associations with particular innovations, scientific developments, movements or 
individuals of global importance.  

High 

Heritage assets of national importance. Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings 
(Grade I, II*), Registered Historic Parks and Gardens (Grade I, II*). Also includes 
unscheduled sites and monuments of schedulable quality and/or importance 
discovered through the course of evaluation or mitigation.  

Medium 

Heritage assets of regional importance. Conservation Areas, Grade II Listed Buildings 
and Registered Historic Parks and Gardens Historic townscapes and landscapes with 
reasonable coherence, time-depth and other critical factor(s). Unlisted assets that can 
be shown to have exceptional qualities or historic association. 

Low 

Heritage Assets with importance to local interest groups or that contributes to local 
research objectives. Locally Listed Buildings and Sites of Importance within a district 
level. Robust undesignated assets compromised by poor preservation and/or poor 
contextual associations.  

Negligible 
Assets with little or no archaeological or historical interest due to poor preservation 
or survival. 

Unknown The importance of asset has not been ascertained from available evidence. 

Table 1: Summary of factors for determining the significance of known and potential heritage 
assets 

3. Baseline Resource 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 The following section provides a brief summary of the archaeological and historical 
development of the site and its environs, compiled from sources listed in Section 2 and the 
results of previous studies identified below. The aim is to establish the known and potential 
resource which could be affected by future site management. 

3.1.2 All heritage assets with the 1km study area identified by the Hampshire AHBR are listed in 
Appendix 1 and their distribution is mapped in Figures 2 and 3. The Hampshire AHBR and 
National List entries and other identified sites are assigned a number with a HA (Heritage 
Asset) prefix within the text for ease of reference. 

3.2 Previous Studies 

3.2.1 The Hampshire AHBR records several archaeological events within the 1km study area, 
comprising: 

 1988: Field Walking - Systematic Collection around Mattingley CP, to the west of the site. 
A scatter of lithic material dating to the Lower Palaeolithic was recovered. 

 1992: Field Walking - Systematic Collection around Mattingley CP, to the west of the site. 
A scatter of Neolithic-Bronze Age material was recovered. 
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 1994: Field Walking - Systematic Collection around Mattingley CP, to the west of the site. 
A scatter of medieval pottery was recovered SE of Arcadia farm.  

 1995: Field Walking - Systematic Collection at Hares farm, Hartley Wintney, to the 
southeast of the site. A few sherds of Bellamine Ware and a George I farthing were 
recovered. 

 2008: Desk based assessment - A review of aerial photographs and digital mapping of 
results was carried out for Hampshire County Council for the aggregate producing areas in 
Hampshire as part of English Heritage’s National Mapping Programme (NMP). 

 2012: A watching brief carried out by Thames Valley Archaeological Services during 
repairs carried out to High Bridge, east of the site in the grounds of Bramshill Park. 
Evidence for an earlier causeway and wooden bridge predating the existing structure was 
uncovered. 

3.2.2 From the interpretation of aerial photographs undertaken as part of the 2008 study, the 
following features were identified within the site boundary: 

o Post-medieval (1540 to 1901) 

 Over 600 extractive pits (possible modern military origin) 

o Modern (1901 to Present) 

 Military training site  

3.2.3 The following features were identified within the 1 km study area: 

o Prehistoric (500000 BC to AD 43) 

 Ring ditch 
 Field system  
 An oval enclosure  

o Anglo-Saxon to Medieval (410 to 1540) 

 Probable woodland enclosure  
 Track way  
 Ridge and furrow  

o Post-medieval (1540 to 1901) 

 Field system  

o Modern (1901 to Present) 

 9 sites of Second World War Pillboxes  
 Bombing decoy  
 Tank trap  

o Unknown date 
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 Earthen mound  

3.2.4 These features identified by the NMP are discussed in further detail in section 3.4 below.  

3.2.5 There are no further records of archaeological fieldwork within the site or study area. 

3.3 Statutory and Local Heritage Designations 

3.3.1 There are a number of designated heritage assets around the fringes of the site boundary and 
within the 1km study area, comprising: 

 3 Grade I Listed Buildings 

o (HA 21, 31 and 32)- Bramshill Park and Mattingley Church  

 1 Grade II* Listed Building 

o (HA 22)- Hazeley Heath Cottage 

 50 Grade II Listed Buildings  

o (HA 23, 24 and 33-78) 

3.3.2 The distribution of these heritage assets within the study area is mapped in Figure 2 and listed 
in the gazetteer (Appendix 1). Theses listed buildings represent the historical settlement 
pattern of various small hamlets and farmsteads that cluster around Hazeley Heath, such as 
Hazeley Bottom, Hazeley, Hazeley Lea, and Purdies Farm.  The location of these settlements on 
the edge of the heath illustrates how important the natural resources of the heathland were 
historically as well as the surrounding farmland. 

3.4 Archaeological and Historical Context 

Prehistoric (500000 BC to AD 43) 

3.4.1 There are no recorded Prehistoric remains within the site although the AHBR records several 
scatters of lithic material within the study area (Figure 3).  

3.4.2 The fragmented remains of a possible prehistoric field system (HA 1) close to the River Hart 
are visible as cropmarks, north of the Site, to the west of Hatchgate farm. To the east of the 
site, an possible prehistoric oval enclosure 111m x 70m (HA 2) is visible as cropmarks, near 
Warren Hill farm.  

3.4.3 A programme of field walking around Mattingley Parish in 1988, uncovered a scatter of flint 
debitage (waste material created from the production of stone tools, known as knapping) 
dating to the Lower Palaeolithic (HA 3 and 5). In 1992 a scatter of flint debitage was recovered 
from the same area, dating to the Late Neolithic-Bronze Age (HA 4). These flint scatters 
indicate a low level of prolonged prehistoric activity within the vicinity of the site and show 
that the wider area was likely used for early hunting through to the development of 
agriculture and more permanent settlements.    

3.4.4 The NMP mentioned in 3.2.1 above identified an oval ring ditch feature 8.5m x 6m (HA 6), 
north of the Site, to the east of Hatchgate farm. It is possibly the site of an Early Bronze Age 
round house. 
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Romano-British (AD 43 to 410) 

3.4.5 There are no recorded Romano-British remains within the Site or study area. Evidence for 
activity is similarly rare within the wider area with the closest find-spot of a gold Roman coin 
(EH Monument No. 244572), located at the confluence of the Blackwater and Whitewater 
Rivers approximately 4 km to the north of the Site. This area is near to the supposed crossing 
point of the Devil's Highway Roman Road (London to Bath). The coin, a single Aureus of 
Constantine II (AD 317-61), was found during the removal of a wartime tank obstacle by Ford 
Bridge, Swallowfield.   

Anglo-Saxon to Medieval (410 to 1540) 

3.4.6 The Domesday survey of 1086, which was produced following the Norman Conquest to 
determine land holdings largely for tax purposes, does not record a settlement at Hazeley. Its 
absence indicates that any occupation of the area at this time was likely sparse and most 
probably included within the holdings of a larger settlement nearby. 

3.4.7 The majority of evidence for the pattern of occupation during the early medieval period is 
based on the retention of mid-fifth to mid-twelfth century Old English words within place-
names. Hazeley (HA 12) is recorded in 1167 as ’Heishulla’ meaning ‘brushwood hill’. Whilst this 
place name makes no specific reference to settlement, it does not discount areas round the 
site as an early medieval settlement, with sites sometimes named after their defining 
topographic advantage (Gelling 2011, 995). 

3.4.8 There are no recorded Anglo-Saxon or Medieval remains within the site, however it is 
apparent that the local area was occupied during the medieval period as the AHBR records 
several find-spots of clay medieval pottery (HA 10, 13 and 19). The majority of this was found 
to the west of the Site, near the medieval settlement of Mattingley (HA 11), first documented 
in the Domesday Book as ‘Natubgekege’ meaning ‘clearing or wood of Matta's people’.  

3.4.9 A medieval trackway (HA 15), c. 350 m in length has been recorded approximately 1 km north 
of the Site, to the west of Holdshott farm. Traces of ridge and furrow cultivation at Holdshott 
Farm (HA 17) confirm that the surrounding landscape of the heath was utilised for agricultural 
purposes during the medieval period. During the site visit conducted on the 28th November 
2013, a medieval – post-medieval hollow way was observed running southwards towards 
Hazeley Bottom, away from quarrying pits located further up the hill. The sunken nature of the 
track indicates prolonged usage, deepened by wear caused by carts removing quarried 
material from the pits.    

3.4.10 Heathland areas such as Hazeley were managed on a communal basis and, although the Lord 
of the Manor owned the land, the right to exploit it was devolved to various private individuals 
(commoners). Various common rights existed to allow the collection of fuel, sand and gravel, 
building materials and animal bedding (bracken), and to enable “free” livestock grazing to 
occur. Specific rights could be granted for activities as varied as turbary (turf cutting), estovers 
(the collection of firewood), pannage (putting out pigs to eat acorns in pasture woodland) and 
piscary (fishing) (Edgar, 1996a). 

Post-medieval (1540 to 1901) 

3.4.11 The small settlements of Hazeley and Hazeley Bottom grew up around the early farmhouses 
and cottages that can be dated to the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries. Hatch Farm (HA 9) at the 
northernmost point of the heath is the oldest recorded farmstead near the site, first recorded 
as Hacchescroft in 1412. The relatively high number of farms surrounding the heath suggests 
that the area may have possessed some level of agricultural value; this was most probably in 
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the form of grazing land for livestock. From oral histories collected by John Collman with local 
residents, Charlie Smith in 2001 recollected seeing horses grazing on the heath that were put 
there to maintain the open nature of the heath. Although this practice was witnessed by Mr 
Smith in the twentieth century, it is quite possible that animal grazing occurred during earlier 
periods of history.   

3.4.12 There are numerous 16th to 19th century listed buildings surviving in the area, these are largely 
situated on the fringes of the site and the settlements surrounding the heath. Hazeley Heath 
Cottage (HA 22), the only Grade II* Listed Building within the study area lies on the south-
western boundary of the site and dates back to the 16th century.  

3.4.13 Other significant buildings close to the site which survive from the post-medieval period 
include High Bridge in Bramshill Park (HA 32 Grade I Listed) which was first constructed of 
timber in the 17th century and rebuilt in red brick with dressed stone during the 19th century. 
Purdie’s 17th century farmhouse (HA 58), with 18th century timber framed granary (HA 68) and 
timber framed barn (HA 39) and 19th century timber framed cartshed (HA 40), are all Grade II 
Listed Buildings and are located just north of the sites eastern boundary.  

3.4.14 The Tithe map for Hazeley in 1840 (not reproduced) indicates that the site lay as an 
undeveloped plot with the Heckfield/Hartley Wintney road (present day B3011) and Bramshill 
(Mansion Drive) being the only noted features on or crossing the heath. Purdie’s Farm, Hatts 
Cottage and Crabtree Lodge (formerly Park Barn) are visible on the northern edge of the 
heath. Several properties are depicted on the southern edge of the Site, forming what is now 
the hamlet of Hazeley Bottom.   

3.4.15 The Heckfield Parish map of 1862 (Figure 4) shows the whole area included within the Tithing 
of Hazeley, which encompasses the entirety of the heath. The map shows that the heath had 
no further development since that illustrated on the 1840 tithe map. 

 

Plate 2: Postcard dated 19 April 1924  
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Modern (1901 to Present) 

3.4.16 The 1912-13 Ordnance Survey (OS) map (Figure 5) illustrates several changes within the Site 
regarding land use, including many footpaths crossing the heath and a number of sand and 
gravel pits are depicted. The larger pits and more extensive gravel extraction appear to be 
focused to the west of the B3011 on the hillslope above Hazeley Bottom. Although lying just 
outside the site, possibly the most noteworthy addition to the map is that of the Hazeley 
Heath Brickworks (HA 80), registered in 1865 as owned by the Pool family. Brick making 
tended to be very local to where the bricks and tiles were required and it is possible that many 
of the local buildings were constructed using bricks made at the Hazeley Bottom works. Brick 
making ceased here in the 20th century (c.1939) and the old buildings have been replaced by 
modern factory sheds (Hart District Council, 2012). Remains of a downdraught and bottle kiln 
were recorded 1979, however are now either completely gone or unrecognisable.  

3.4.17 Postcards dated to 1924 and 1930 (Plates 2 and 3) indicate the generally open landscape of 
the heath during the first half of the 20th century with few trees on the heathland and tree 
belts in the distance. The southern part of the heath, beyond the southeast boundary of the 
site was used as a municipal rubbish dump from the 1920s-1974.  

 

Plate 3: Postcard dated 1 August 1930 (©Hampshire Archives and Local Studies) 

3.4.18 Hazeley Heath was acquired as a military training area (HA 91) under Defence Regulation 52 
(D. R. 52.) during the years of the Second World War, to be used primarily as a tank testing and 
recovery ground.  

3.4.19 The Second Schedule of D. R. 52. stated that; 

‘All such acts as may be required for the execution of military exercises, erection of encampments, the 
construction of military works of a non-permanent character and the supply of water to the persons 
using the land under the provisions of this order, including training with tanks and Bren Gun carriers 
excluding the use of live ammunition’.  
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Plate 4: Hazeley Heath and Hazeley Lea areas to be used under D. R. 52. (Bordered by a 
thick black line) Image courtesy of Hampshire Archives and Local Studies, catalogue 
reference: 59M76/DDC175/1   

3.4.20 The RASC (Royal Army Service Corps, which amalgamated with other units during 1942-49 to 
form the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers or REME) unit stationed at Arborfield 
Garrison approximately 15 km to the north were the main Army regiment who used the heath 
for training purposes (Philip Hatt, personal communication, 14th June 2002). The area to be 
used for military training are illustrated in Plate 4.  

3.4.21 The types of vehicle tested on the Site initially included British Valentine and Churchill tanks, 
later followed by American Sherman tanks which were assembled from kit form (sent over 
from the US) and subsequently tested on the heath. As the war progressed, German Tigers and 
Italian tanks captured in North Africa were used for tank recovery training (David Hazell, 
personal communication, 23rd February 2001).   

3.4.22 Consultation of the Pictorial Archive of the REME Musuem, Arborfield Garrison as part of this 
study has revealed seventeen contemporary images dating to the 1940s which illustrate the 
various REME training activities on Hazeley Heath. Any use (reproduction or dissemination) of 
the images held within the archive requires the written permission of the museum in advance. 
Copies of the images consulted as part of this study are held within the project archive and 
should not be reproduced without permission.  

3.4.23 The REME archive photographs for Hazeley Heath indicate the extensive use of the heathland 
for military and the impact of heavy machinery had upon not only the flora of the heath but 
any potential archaeological remains that might have existed (Plate 5 and 6). 
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Plate 5: Caterpillar D8 Tractor towing Valentine tank c1942/3 on Hazeley Heath. Image 
courtesy of REME Museum Archive.  

 

 

Plate 6: View of main vehicle park near southern edge of Hazeley Heath. Image courtesy of 
REME Museum Archive.  

 

3.4.24 Unsurprisingly there is an array of Second World War remains within the site and study area. 
The majority of above ground features are located to the west of the track to Purdie’s Farm, in 
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the form of demolished Nissen huts and ancillary building footprints (Plate 7). There is an 
abundance of concrete features scattered around the heath, comprising WWII tank stops, anti-
tank features, building remains and twentieth century rubbish deposits including drainage or 
inspection chambers.  

 

Plate 7: View of the remains of demolished military building in the southern area of the site 
(HA218) 

3.4.25 Upon the Army relinquishing the site, some of the military features have been moved from 
their original positions. The cylindrical concrete tank blocks adorned with hooks in particular 
now appear to be used as footpath markers and bollards, possibly moved by the council or 
local residents to the Site (Plate 8). A local resident who has lived in the area for over 70 years 
reported that after the war, hundreds of these ‘anti-invasion tank blocks’ were buried in the 
pits on the heath and levelled off (Philip Hatt, personal communication, 14th June 2002). 
Furthermore, another local resident reported that after the war ‘much of the rubbish (old 
tanks, hawsers etc.) were just bulldozed into the bogs’ (David Hazell, personal communication, 
23rd February 2001).    

3.4.26 The AHBR records sixteen extant pillboxes (HA 81-90, 98-102 and 112) within the 1 km search 
area and a further twelve possible sites (HA 92, 94-97, 103-108 and 111), nine of which were 
identified by the NMP. There are three types of pillbox recorded, comprising; the majority, 
which are Type 24 (irregular hexagonal, five faces roughly 8ft and one 13ft rear face), Type 25 
(circular, usually found with three rifle loops and a low entrance) and thirdly, unclassified due 
to their unusual shape. Type 25 pillboxes are commonly referred to as ARMCO pillboxes, so 
named after the American Rolling Mill Company, Ohio that produced the corrugated sheet 
metal that surrounded the structures. The pillboxes formed part of a defensive network 
constructed between 1940 and 41 in anticipation of imminent invasion (Osborne 2004, 228). 
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Approximately 400m west of the northern part of the site lies a tank trap/anti-tank ditch (HA 
93) that formed part of a nationwide defensive stop line known as GHQ (General 
Headquarters) Line A, built to resist an expected German invasion.  

 

Plate 8: Tank stops along the southern edge of the site (HA222) 

3.4.27 From the review of aerial photographs, over 600 small pits (HA 79) and 3 extractive pits with 
associated spoil heaps (HA 109) can be seen as earthworks and soilmarks dotted around the 
Site, with the majority being located on the northern fringe. The origin of the pits is debated 
and they are thought to be either due to post medieval extraction or modern military activity. 
Their uniform row distribution, scale and size is more characteristic of the results of controlled 
demolition charges than gravel or clay quarrying and extraction. As the site served as a military 
training area, it is feasible that explosives were commonplace in the area. This is confirmed in 
the War Departments surrender letter for Hazeley Heath written by the Deputy Assistant 
Director of Claims, Southern Command, dated 26th September 1947 and states that;  

‘If an accident should be caused by the presence of explosives used during training and not removed 
from the ground before its relinquishment by the War Department, an ex-gratia payment of 
compensation will be made in respect of damage to property and personal injury provided that the 
victim has not contributed to the damage or injury by his own negligence’.   

3.4.28 A further explanation for some of the pits on the heath, especially in the southern area, could 
be in the form of bomb damage. A bombing decoy (HA 110), thought to be for Black Bush 
Airfield was situated at the southern end of the heath, approximately 400 m southeast of the 
site. Bombs are known to have fallen around Hartley Wintney during the war, possibly 
attracted by the bombing decoy.  

3.4.29 The nature of the training exercises and use of heavy tracked machinery by the military for the 
duration of the war resulted in the natural heathland becoming nearly obliterated. A local 
resident recalls that ‘not a blade of grass was left alive by 1945’ (Charlie Smith, personal 
communication, 17th May 2001). The extent of the damage caused can be seen in Plate 8. 

3.4.30 The majority of the Site was relinquished by the War Department on 25th September 1947, 
with the exception of an unmarked area of approximately one acre to be retained by the War 
Department. The sole reason for this was that the particular one acre of Hazeley Heath was 
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the only site in the entirety of the United Kingdom whereby ‘specialist equipment’ was in situ. 
By ‘specialist equipment’, it is likely that this was something relating to tank/heavy vehicle and 
winch testing equipment, most probably the concrete test ramps. A letter from the War Office 
dated 6th August 1946 regarding said ‘specialist equipment’ stated that; 

‘The considerable cost which the construction and installation of this equipment incurred renders its 
transfer to another site impracticable and also prohibitive from a financial point of view’.   

3.4.31 The surviving concrete test ramp lies outside of the Site, in an area called Hazeley Heath 
Common (South) currently under the care of Hart District Council. 

3.4.32 Throughout the 1960’s and 70’s, the Site was illegally used by gypsies and travellers to the 
frustration of the council and local residents. This ongoing problem instigated the ditching of 
the perimeter of the heath in 1973. Hampshire County Council paid half the cost (£22.49) of 
the ditching works and the Hartley Wintney Rural District Council covered the remaining 
balance.   

3.4.33 In recent years, the site has been a wildlife reserve and public open space used by dog walkers 
and horse riders and many public footpaths and bridleways can be seen criss-crossing the Site.  

 

Plate 9:  Aerial photograph depicting the Site, taken in 1946 © English Heritage Archive, 
ref RAF/106G/UK/1647.2017.10.JUL.46; approximate site boundary (partial) in red. 

3.5 Summary of Site Walkover Results  

3.5.1 A site visit was undertaken on 28th November 2013 in order to assess the general character of 
the site, identify visible historic features and assess possible factors which may affect the 
survival or condition of known or potential assets. The location of observed historic features is 
presented on Figure 6 and described in a gazetteer (Appendix 2). These features have been 
labelled with Heritage Asset (HA) number (e.g. HA 200- 224).  
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3.5.2 It became readily obvious that the extensive nature of military training activity during WWII 
had resulted in the loss of any pre-20th century archaeological remains through truncation and 
disturbance of deposits. In general pre-1940 historic landscape features survive better to the 
south of the B3011 which appears to have been outside of the main training area, and are 
generally characterised by former quarrying within the site (HA 201, 203, 205, 206, 208, 210, 
212, 213, 219, 220). Various quarries are noted in the reserve mainly along both sides of the 
B3011. 

 

Plate 10:  Parish boundary bank (HA 224)  Plate 11: Compartment bank (HA 204)   

3.5.3 Potential early historic features that survive include a parish boundary bank that runs along 
the southeast boundary of the reserve (HA 224- Plate 10), a possible compartment boundary 
bank to the west of the B3011 near Hazeley Farm (HA 204- Plate 11) and a hollow-way (HA 
209) which follows the western boundary of the reserve from the west of Hazeley Bottom and 
curves northwards into a former quarry (HA 210). A ditched boundary (HA 200) demarcates 
Hazeley Heath from the Bramshill parkland and runs along the northern edge of the reserve 
from Plough Lane to Crabtree Lodge.   

3.5.4 The majority of archaeological remains in the reserve can be attributed to the WWII military 
activity with a density of remains near the southeast corner, which appears to reflect the main 
mustering point of the training area, which can be also observed on contemporary aerial 
photographs (Plate 9). The remains comprise of collapsed concrete buildings (HA 216, 218- 
Plate 7), concrete tips (HA 215), various concrete tank stops (HA 211, 221, 222-Plate 8, 223) 
and pitting relating to controlled demolition explosions (HA 207- Plate 12). From the characert 
of the concrete material on site it would appear that the military structures were deliberately 
demolished after the War. 
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Plate 12: Area of demolition charge pits (HA 207)   

4. Summary of Heritage Assets 

4.1 Designated Heritage Assets 

4.1.1 There is no risk of direct physical impact to designated heritage assets from the management 
works.  

4.1.2 Designated heritage assets within the study area are largely situated to the fringes of the 
heath and the surrounding village settlements. Consequently there is not considered to be an 
impact to the setting of any designated heritage assets, and they have been scoped out of any 
further assessment. 

4.2 Non-designated Heritage Assets 

4.2.1 This assessment has indicated the survival, to a varying degree, of non-designated heritage 
assets within the site. However, based on the baseline assessment, there is considered to be 
very limited potential for as yet unknown buried archaeological remains to be present within 
the reserve, comprising: 

 High potential for remains associated with the former 1930s-40’s military training area, 
particularly demolished buildings, concrete tank stop and possible buried military 
hardware; 

 Low potential for deposits and features relating to medieval to post-medieval 
agricultural/horticultural/ quarrying activity; 

 Negligible potential for remains associated with prehistoric activity; and 

 Negligible potential for remains associated with Romano-British activity. 
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4.3 Previous Impacts 

4.3.1 The site appears to have remained undeveloped until the mid- 20th century when then Army 
constructed buildings of a non-permanent character, installed substantial concrete features 
and utilised the natural heathland for intensive vehicle training and recovery exercises.  

4.3.2 The construction of these buildings (Nissen huts etc.), concrete features and prolonged driving 
of heavy vehicles on the Site, followed by their demolition and removal is likely to have 
resulted in a high degree of impact to any archaeological remains within the site. 

5. Impacts 

5.1 Effects During Site Management Works 

5.1.1 The potential for impacts to the historic environment to arise during the proposed 
management works relates primarily to the following activities: 

 The clearance of trees in pre-selected areas 

 Shallow ground scrapes to enhance the ground flora of the heath  

 The potential excavation of footing holes for interpretation panels, if required 

6. Conclusion 

6.1 Statement of Potential and Significance 

6.1.1 The desk-based assessment indicates there is a low potential for remains of low significance 
relating to medieval to post-medieval agricultural activity, and a high potential for remains of 
low significance relating to the early 20th century military training area that was heavily used 
between 1942 and 1947 to exist within the reserve. Due to the apparent deliberate 
destruction of the military remains by the army after the War the historic military features are 
in poor condition and have a low evidential value but still retains important associative 
historical and communal values as a reminder of the modern historical use of the heath. 

6.1.2 Based on the level of previous disturbance within the site, there is considered to have been a 
high degree of impact to the potential survival of archaeological remains within the majority of 
the site, essentially all areas used by the military during the Second World War. 

6.2 Recommendations 

6.2.1 Overall it is considered the proposed management works will not have an adverse effect on 
the historic environment of the reserve although the location of historic features should be 
noted for future management proposals to ensure their sustainable management. Due to the 
high degree of previous impacts to the heath, it is considered that additional archaeological 
investigation or monitoring would not be required on the reserve. 

6.2.2 The location of heritage assets that have been identified as part of this survey should be noted 
by RSPB/  contractors to avoid any accidental damage during the management works to the 
remains. 
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Table 2 Risk of encountering heritage assets during the proposed site management works  

Risk Asset Significance Summary of Asset 

Impact of the 
proposed 
management 
works 

Proposed 
Mitigation 

High 

Modern 
Remains of 
Second 
World War 
activity 

Low 

The British Army used the Site as a tank training area during the Second World War. 
The Site comprised buildings of a non-permanent character, substantial concrete 
features were installed and the area was frequently occupied by Army personnel. 
Remains relating to the military’s use of the Site would likely be of low evidential 
value in adding to the knowledge of the operation of military training areas of the 
Second World War period. 

Low 
(if encountered) 

Locations to be 
noted by RSPB/  
contractors to 

avoid any 
accidental 
damage  

Low 

Medieval to 
Post-
Medieval 
Buried 
Remains 

Low 

The Site lies within an area that was likely utilised for agricultural purposed from at 
least the medieval period. A brickworks was present in the area during the post-
medieval period and the Site was subject to quarrying. 
There is therefore considered to be potential for buried material associated with 
adjacent occupation. 
Any such remains are likely to be of limited evidential value in adding to the 
knowledge of the economy and form of occupation in the area during the formation 
of the historic settlement pattern. 

Low 
(if encountered) 

Locations to be 
noted by RSPB/  
contractors to 

avoid any 
accidental 

damage 

Negligible 
Prehistoric 
Buried 
Remains 

Medium 

A series of programmes of field walking to the west of the Site recorded a number of 
prehistoric lithic finds. The proximity of these find-spots and a low level of prehistoric 
evidence in the study area indicate the potential for similar remains to survive within 
the Site. Any such remains will likely be of evidential value in expanding an area of 
limited knowledge. 
Previous military impact on site is likely to have severely impacted on the survival of 
archaeological remains. 

Negligible 
(if encountered) 

None 

Negligible 

Romano-
British 
Buried 
Remains 

Medium 

Whilst there is a general paucity of evidence for this period within the wider area, the 
proximity of the Site to the route of a well known London to Bath Roman Road, 
indicates a potential for evidence of Romano-British activity to be encountered. 
Any such remains will likely be of evidential value in expanding an area of limited 
knowledge. 
Previous military impact on site is likely to have severely impacted on the survival of 
archaeological remains. 

Negligible 
(if encountered) 

None 
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Appendix 1: Tables 

Gazetteer of Heritage Assets 

HA Period Grade Refs. Description Grid Coordinate 

1 Prehistoric - HER:59718 Prehistoric field system - the 
fragmentary remains of a 
field system are visible as 
cropmark ditches on aerial 
photographs 

474591 160554 

2 Prehistoric - HER:59744 Prehistoric enclosure - an oval 
enclosure, 111m x 70m, is 
visible as a cropmark ditch on 
aerial photographs 

477057 158261 

3 Prehistoric - HER:34479 A scatter of lithic material 473980 158480 

4 Prehistoric - HER:34802 A scatter of Neolithic-Bronze 
Age material 

473530 158710 

5 Prehistoric - HER:34480 A scatter of lithic material 473980 158480 

6 Prehistoric - HER:59433 Ring ditch - An oval ring ditch, 
possibly a round house 8.5m 
x 6m, is visible on aerial 
photographs 

475052 160605 

7 Medieval - HER:20325 Moat at Holdshott Farm 474130 160368 

8 Medieval - HER:27140 Bramshill Deer Park 475656 159361 

9 Medieval - HER:40043 Hatch Farm, Hazelely 474200 159100 

10 Medieval - HER:34803 Findspot of Medieval pottery, 
SE of Arcadia Farm 

473600 158500 

11 Medieval - HER:28390 Mattingley - Settlement 473600 158000 

12 Medieval - HER:40044 Hazeley – Settlement  474200 159100 

13 Medieval - HER:34804 A scatter of Medieval pottery 473800 157900 

14 Medieval - HER:39310 Dipley – Settlement  474300 157500 

15 Medieval - HER:59711 A trackway, c.350m in length, 
is visible as cropmark banks 
and ditches on aerial 
photographs 

473799 160110 

16 Medieval - HER:59887 Probable Medieval woodland 
enclosure to the north of 
Sherwoods Farm 

474870 157435 

17 Medieval - HER:59417 Traces of ridge and furrow 
cultivation in two fields at 
Holdshott Farm 

473958 160217 

18 Medieval - HER:54165 Possible site of Medieval 
chapel, Holdshott Farm 

474078 160260 

19 Medieval - HER:34805 Medieval Pottery 474050 158500 

20 Medieval/Post 
Medieval 

- HER:42395 Earthworks, most likely to be 
associated with Mattingley 
village 

474340 159230 

21 Medieval/Post 
Medieval 

I LB NHLE: 
1272800 

MATTINGLEY CHURCH – No 
dedication 

473639 158024 

22 Medieval/Post 
Medieval 

II* LB NHLE: 
1243551 

HAZELEY HEATH COTTAGE 474732 158417 

23 Medieval/Post 
Medieval 

II LB NHLE: 
1092292 

OLD MANOR HOUSE 476890 157400 
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HA Period Grade Refs. Description Grid Coordinate 

24 Medieval/Post 
Medieval 

II LB NHLE: 
1243671 

WHITE WILLOWS 473604 157990 

25 Post Medieval - HER:34834 Post Medieval pottery and 
coins 

476800 157800 

26 Post Medieval - HER:42396 Site of Cottage - The tithe 
map of 1840 records a 
squatter cottage at this site 

474490 159130 

27 Post Medieval - HER:55982 Hartley Witney Gas Works - 
The gas works closed in 1909 

476985 157518 

28 Post Medieval  - HER:57601 Boat House by Bramshill Park 
- shown on the 1st edition OS 

475361 159322 

29 Post Medieval - HER:42397 Ridge and furrow has been 
observed at this site 

474100 159200 

30 Post Medieval - HER:59692 A rectilinear field system is 
visible as cropmark banks on 
aerial photographs 

476794 158342 

31 Post Medieval  I LB NHLE: 
1091939 

WALLS AND TURRETS SOUTH 
OF BRAMSHILL HOUSE 

475805 159566 

32 Post Medieval I LB NHLE: 
1091941 

HIGH BRIDGE 475386 159347 

33 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092202 

HILL FARMHOUSE 474325 159169 

34 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092203 

BARN AT HILL FARM TO EAST 
OF FARMHOUSE 

474351 159178 

35 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092204 

YEW TREE COTTAGE 474324 158966 

36 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092205 

YEW TREE COTTAGE 474967 157869 

37 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092206 

90 HAZELEY BOTTOM 475185 157856 

38 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092207 

LODGES TO BRAMSHILL 
HOUSE 

474876 159052 

39 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092208 

BARN AT PURDIE'S FARM TO 
SOUTH WEST OF 
FARMHOUSE 

476036 158243 

40 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092209 

CARTSHED AT PURDIE'S FARM 
TO SOUTH EAST OF 
FARMHOUSE 

476069 158240 

41 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092210 

RUFFINGTON 474413 159399 

42 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092211 

BARN AT STEVEN'S FARM TO 
SOUTH OF FARMHOUSE 

474590 159755 

43 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092212 

BANNISTER'S FARMHOUSE 473584 158120 

44 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092213 

GRANARY NORTH OF 
BANNISTER'S FARMHOUSE 

473580 158133 

45 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092214 

BARN AT CHURCH FARM TO 
NORTH OF FARMHOUSE 

473630 158094 

46 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092239 

CLAPPERS BRIDGE 473876 158223 

47 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092268 

POST COTTAGE 474576 156968 

48 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092269 

WHITE KNIGHTS FARMHOUSE 474561 157032 
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HA Period Grade Refs. Description Grid Coordinate 

49 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092274 

BELSWOOD HOUSE 475929 156746 

50 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092290 

LARGE BARN AT HARE'S 
FARM TO WEST OF 
FARMHOUSE 

477026 157712 

51 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1092321 

DIPLEY GRANGE - Formerly 
Dipley malthouse 

474376 157498 

52 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1116653 

HARE'S FARMHOUSE 476993 157705 

53 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1116874 

BARN TO THE NORTH OF 
DIPLEY GRANGE 

474373 157519 

54 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1242839 

INHOLMES 475245 157330 

55 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1242938 

HAZELEY HOUSE 475925 157533 

56 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1243477 

BOTTOM FARM HOUSE 475087 157850 

57 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1243543 

TYLERS 475108 157881 

58 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1243582 

PURDIE'S FARMHOUSE 476057 158261 

59 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1243586 

LEA FARMHOUSE 474869 159820 

60 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1243597 

STORE AT STEVEN'S FARM 474605 159746 

61 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1243640 

GRANARY AT CHURCH FARM 473647 158081 

62 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1258529 

HOLDSHOTT FARM HOUSE 473993 160325 

63 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1272786 

CHURCH COTTAGE 473588 158022 

64 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1272791 

CHURCH FARMHOUSE 473630 158060 

65 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1272793 

MATTINGLEY GREEN 
COTTAGE 

473557 158116 

66 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1272804 

BARN EAST OF BANNISTER'S 
FARMHOUSE 

473617 158125 

67 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1272810 

STEVEN'S FARMHOUSE 474585 159776 

68 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1272829 

GRANARY AT PURDIE'S FARM 476041 158259 

69 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1319740 

THE OLD MILL INN 474277 157634 

70 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1319863 

SMALL BARN AT HARE'S 
FARM TO SOUTH OF 
FARMHOUSE 

477022 157684 

71 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1339885 

WHITE COTTAGE 474549 159565 

72 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1339886 

BARN NORTH EAST OF 
BANNISTER'S FARMHOUSE 

473612 158151 

73 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1339887 

SHED AT CHURCH FARM 473610.0
03 

158092 

74 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1339920 

HAZELEY HATCH 474262 159235 
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HA Period Grade Refs. Description Grid Coordinate 

75 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1339921 

SHOULDER OF MUTTON 
COTTAGES - Terrace of 3 
small houses, altered to form 
two dwellings 

474266 159097 

76 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1339922 

HAZELEY COTTAGE 475031 157860 

77 Post Medieval II LB NHLE: 
1390806 

BARN TO THE SE OF THE OLD 
FARMHOUSE 

475116 157832 

78 Post Medieval/ 
Modern 

II LB NHLE: 
1339830 

DIPLEY MILL 474238 157682 

79 Post Medieval/ 
Modern 

- HER:58198 Extractive pits on Hazeley 
Heath - Over 600 small pits 
are visible as earthworks and 
soilmarks on aerial 
photographs in and around 
Hazeley Heath 

475000 158857 

80 Post Medieval/ 
Modern 

- HER:55447 Site of Hazeley Heath 
Brickworks 

475363 157846 

81 Modern - HER:24288 Pillbox - Type 25 (ARMCO) 474200 160300 

82 Modern - HER:24341 Pillbox - unclassified (unusual 
shape) 

474100 159200 

83 Modern - HER:24353 Pillbox - Type 24 474300 158300 

84 Modern - HER:24356 Pillbox - Type 24 474431 158047 

85 Modern - HER:24357 Pillbox - Type 24 474478 158082 

86 Modern - HER:24352 Pillbox - unclassified 474400 157600 

87 Modern - HER:24354 Pillbox - Type 24 474178 158308 

88 Modern - HER:24287 Pillbox - Type 25 (ARMCO) 474100 160500 

89 Modern - HER:24343 Pillbox - Type 24 474000 159300 

90 Modern - HER:24358 Pillbox - Type 24 474700 158100 

91 Modern - HER:58277 Military site – Tank testing 
and training area on Hazeley 
Heath 

476000 158000 

92 Modern - HER:58254 Possible site of WWII pillbox, 
a circular structure is visible 
on aerial photographs 

474126 158357 

93 Modern - HER:59448 Tank trap - An anti-tank ditch 
forming part of the WWII 
stop line known as GHQ Line 
A is visible as a cropmark on 
aerial photographs 

473908 159061 

94 Modern - HER:58248 Site of WWII pillbox visible as 
an extant structure on aerial 
photographs 

474000 158982 

95 Modern - HER:58256 Possible site of WWII pillbox, 
a circular structure is visible 
on aerial photographs 

474116 158300 

96 Modern - HER:58260 Site of WWII pillbox visible as 
an extant structure on aerial 
photographs 

474762 157964 

97 Modern - HER:58269 Site of WWII pillbox visible as 
an extant structure on aerial 
photographs 

474150 158632 
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HA Period Grade Refs. Description Grid Coordinate 

98 Modern - HER:24286 Pillbox - Type 25 (ARMCO) 474100 160600 

99 Modern - HER:24342 Pillbox - Type 24 474100 159200 

100 Modern - HER:24355 Pillbox - Type 24 474200 158600 

101 Modern - HER:24359 Pillbox - Type 24 474761 158012 

102 Modern - HER:24289 Pillbox - Type 25 (ARMCO) 474100 160100 

103 Modern - HER:24338 Site of WWII Pillbox - Type 24 474200 159000 

104 Modern - HER:24339 Site of WWII Pillbox - Type 24 474100 159000 

105 Modern - HER:58250 Site of WWII pillbox visible as 
an extant structure on aerial 
photographs 

474330 158769 

106 Modern - HER:58252 Possible site of WWII pillbox, 
a rectangular feature is visible 
as an extant structure on 
aerial photographs 

474131 158648 

107 Modern - HER:58258 Possible site of WWII pillbox, 
a rectangular feature is visible 
as an extant structure on 
aerial photographs 

474335 158016 

108 Modern - HER:58271 Site of a WWII pillbox visible 
as an extant structure on 
aerial photographs 

474145 158474 

109 Modern - HER:58274 Three small extractive pits 
and associated spoil heaps 
are visible as earthworks on 
aerial photographs to the 
south-west of Hazeley Heath - 
possibly of military origin 

475460 157943 

110 Modern - HER:58280 Bombing decoy – possibly for 
Black Bush airfield 

476444 158000 

111 Modern - HER:24340 Site of WWII Pillbox - 
unclassified 

474100 159000 

112 Modern - HER:24351 Pillbox - Type 24 variant 474290 157664 

113 Modern - HER:26069 Anti Tank Trap - 5 concrete 
anti tank blocks referred to as 
'pimples' and 'dragons teeth' 
by the river bridge at Dipley.  

474211 157624 

114 Undated - HER:35681 Rectilinear feature 475340 157560 

115 Undated - HER:42398 Site of cottage - The tithe 
map of 1840 records a 
cottage at this site 

474300 159290 

116 Undated - HER:59888 Undated earthen mound - a 
large sub circular mound of 
uncertain origin is visible as 
cropmarks on aerial 
photographs 

474870 157435 

117 Undated - HER:18836 Circular enclosure, Bramshill 
House 

475510 160290 
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Aerial photographs consulted at EHA Swindon 

Vertical 

Sortie number Library  
number 

Camera 
position 

Frame 
number 

Centre 
point 

Run Date Scale 
1: 

Focal 
length  

                (in 
inches) 

RAF/106G/UK/1647 425 FS 2017 SU 755 
581 

3 10 JUL 
1946 

8833 36 

RAF/106G/UK/1647 425 FS 2018 SU 749 
581 

3 10 JUL 
1946 

8833 36 

RAF/CPE/UK/1973 586 RP 3270 SU 759 
580 

10 11 APR 
1947 

10000 20 

RAF/CPE/UK/1973 586 RS 4271 SU 753 
592 

25 11 APR 
1947 

10000 20 

RAF/543/1426 2213 2F42 228 SU 755 
591 

24 28 AUG 
1961 

10500 20 

RAF/543/1426 2213 2F42 229 SU 749 
591 

24 28 AUG 
1961 

10500 20 

OS/75338 9797 V 205 SU 750 
592 

1 29 JUL 
1975 

6000 12 

OS/72291 10470 V 416 SU 749 
590 

7 11 AUG 
1972 

7400 12 

OS/72291 10470 V 417 SU 756 
590 

7 11 AUG 
1972 

7400 12 

OS/72291 10470 V 436 SU 757 
579 

8 11 AUG 
1972 

7400 12 

OS/72291 10470 V 437 SU 751 
579 

8 11 AUG 
1972 

7400 12 

OS/75367 10654 V 20 SU 761 
597 

2 27 AUG 
1975 

12200 6 

OS/75367 10654 V 21 SU 742 
597 

2 27 AUG 
1975 

12200 6 

OS/86156 10758 V 117 SU 751 
596 

3 2 JUL 
1986 

8400 12 

OS/86156 10758 V 204 SU 749 
585 

5 2 JUL 
1986 

8400 12 

OS/86156 10758 V 205 SU 755 
585 

5 2 JUL 
1986 

8400 12 

OS/85072 12700 V 78 SU 750 
577 

5 30 MAY 
1985 

8400 12 

OS/85072 12700 V 79 SU 756 
577 

5 30 MAY 
1985 

8400 12 

EA/AF/96C/510 40266 V 4070 SU 746 
597 

2 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/510 40266 V 4182 SU 748 
593 

3 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/510 40266 V 4183 SU 745 
593 

3 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4298 SU 751 
588 

1 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4299 SU 749 
588 

1 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4300 SU 746 
588 

1 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 
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Vertical 

Sortie number Library  
number 

Camera 
position 

Frame 
number 

Centre 
point 

Run Date Scale 
1: 

Focal 
length  

                (in 
inches) 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4331 SU 747 
584 

2 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4332 SU 749 
584 

2 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4333 SU 752 
584 

2 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4334 SU 755 
584 

2 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4459 SU 758 
579 

4 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4460 SU 755 
579 

4 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4461 SU 752 
579 

4 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4462 SU 749 
579 

4 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 

EA/AF/96C/511 40267 V 4463 SU 746 
579 

4 21 APR 
1996 

3000 6 
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Appendix 2: Field Survey Gazetteer  

ID Heritage Feature Description 

200 Ditch  Eastern edge of heathland defined by 2m wide by 1m deep ditch. 
Extends for over 1 km in length and separated into two separate 
length either side of the Bramshill Park Lodges 

201 Pit or quarry Small quarry pit on northern edge of heath, approximately 5m in 
diameter and 3m deep 

202 Bank Low wide bank running parallel to west side of B30111. Very 
overgrown. Up to 2m wide and 0.3m high. Possible compartment 
boundary on heath. Possible continuation of 204  

203 Quarry  Large deep quarry possibly part of brickworks located outside of 
site boundary 

204 Bank Low wide bank can be traced for 50m in length. May extend 
further south-eastwards but too overgrown. 2m wide at base and 
1m wide at top and at least 0.5m high. Possible compartment 
boundary on heath.  

205 Slope break-quarry East facing linear break of slope, 1.5m deep.  Possible sand/gravel 
quarry scrape next to road 

206 Quarry Quarry pit next to B3011 

207 Pitting Area on eastern edge of heath in overgrown coppice area with 
regular pits approximately 2m in diameter, some in rows of three 
or four. Linked to pitting shown on 1940s aerial photos and 
probably relates to WWII demolition charges by REME 

208 Quarry Square cut quarry 1m deep and 4-5m wide near western edge of 
the heath  

209 Hollow-way Deep hollow-way along western boundary of site which curves 
south-eastwards to enter quarry (210) up to 2m deep and 4m wide 

210 Quarry Area of quarrying which is entered by hollow-way 

211 Pair tank stop Pair of circular concrete stops, approximately 0.4 diameter and 0.3 
high. Now demarcates public footpath across heath 

212 Large quarry area Large area of quarrying defined by steep sided geometric cut. 
Eastern edge overgrown and difficult to define. Between 1- 1.5 m 
deep 

213 Quarries Area along eastern edge of B3011 defined by irregular spoil heaps 
and scrapes for sand and gravel extraction 

214 Slope break-track West facing break of slope which defines trackway onto the heath, 
up to 1m in height. Possibly to serve WWII marshalling area  

215 WWII Concrete 
tip 

Area of bulldozed concrete structures and objects (iron coal 
bucket). Possibly pushed into former quarry area 

216 Concrete debris Area of demolished concrete representing possible structure or 
building 

217 Concrete 
foundation 

Line of concrete footing of building exposed by footpath erosion 
over . Concrete 0.2m wide and at least 1.5m long where exposed 

218 Concrete debris Area of demolished concrete that forms at least three different 
buildings 

219 Quarry Large quarry area up to 1m in depth. Also location of abandoned 
concrete inspection hatch  

220 Quarry Small quarry area up to 1m in depth 

221 Pair tank stop Two pairs of circular concrete stops on either side of track, 
approximately 0.4 diameter and 0.5 high. Now demarcates public 
footpath across heath. Western pair have iron lifting rings 
surviving 
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222 Tank stops Series of four circular concrete stops on western side of track 
approximately 0.4 diameter and 0.5 high. Retains iron lifting rings  

223 Tank stop Single circular concrete stops outside of Purdie’s Farm on south n 
side of track approximately 0.4 diameter and 0.5 high. Retains iron 
lifting ring 

224 Parish boundary 
bank 

Bank approximately 1.5m wide at base and 0.8m high defines the 
parish boundary between Mattingley and Hartley Witney  
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