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1 INTRODUCTION 

Under the terms of its PIC call-off contract with Historic Scotland, Kirkdale 

Archaeology was asked to oversee the excavation of a trench at Edinburgh Castle.  The 

trench was to take the electrical mains to the proposed new audio tours distribution point 

immediately inside the Portcullis Gate.  The service trench extended from approximately 

9m inside (W of) the Portcullis Gate up the roadway to an existing service point 8.50m 

SE of the NE part of the restaurant at Mill’s Mount, a distance of approximately 65m.  

The trench measured 400mm-500mm in width and between 500mm and 700mm deep.  

Work took place intermittently between 05 April 2007 and 14 August 2007. 
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2 DESCRIPTION 

Although this was one continuous trench, the description has been separated into six 

areas.  Area A is the service inspection box at the S limit of the trench.  Area B extends 

NW from A to the existing telephone cable box, and includes that box.  Area C curves 

NW and then W from B to the second service box, area D.  Area E runs W from D to 

the point at which the trench runs under the drain within the stone setts forming the 

roadway.  Area F, the W part of the trench is in the cobbled area to the S of the café at 

Mills Mount. 

 

 

2.1 THE SERVICE TRENCH 

2.1.1 Area A 

This area measured 1.20m N-S, 800mm wide and up to 500mm deep.  It was excavated 

to put in a new service box to turn the cables into the new building.  The current road 

surface, F001, was formed mainly with rectangular whin setts but there were occasional 

sandstone ones spread over the length of the excavation.  The setts measured 130mm by 

90mm and 120mm thick on average.  The pointing between F001, F002, was hard grey 

concrete.  Immediately below F001 there was a 70mm thick deposit of loose light brown 

sand, F003.  This sealed F004, a layer of concrete that measured 60mm in thickness.  

Below F004 throughout the area there was a deposit of fairly compact mid grey silty sand 

with occasional small stones, F005.  Up to 200mm in depth of F005 was removed.  

Running through most of the trench (all but the N end of area F) F016 was a, 50mm 

diameter, disused lead water pipe that was removed during the current work.  In the E 

side of area A, F018 is the E edge of a N-S aligned, straight sided, trench that was 

excavated to a depth of 200mm but not bottomed.  The fill of F018, F019, was light-mid 

brown sandy silt and stones (35%-40% stones measuring 80mm by 60mm on average) 

with a couple of brick fragments and occasional mortar flecks.  Also within F018, F020 is 

a black painted cast iron pipe.  Sealed by F005, F015 was a deposit of fairly loose light-

mid grey sandy silt with occasional small stones and a lot of mortar flecks. F015 was not 

excavated.     

 

2.1.2 Area B 

The uppermost features F001-005 were as described in area A.  Deposit F005 was seen 

to extend 6.00m into the trench and measured a maximum of 250mm in thickness.  
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Roughly 4.15m from the S limit of the trench F007 is a plastic coated electricity cable 

measuring 30mm in diameter.    5.30m into the trench there was a 30mm diameter rusted 

iron pipe, F008.    Both F007 and F008 were sealed by F005 and over F006.  The East 

edge of the telephone service box, F012, was formed with red brick and pointed using 

hard pale grey cement.  Four courses of F012 were seen but the bottom part of this 

feature was not uncovered.  Over the top of F012 there is an iron cover, F011. F011 

measures 1.05m E-W and 760mm N-S at the ground surface but the edges spay out so 

that at the base it is 1.25m N-S and 960mm wide, the cover is 160mm thick.  To either 

side of F012 there is a fairly straight-sided cut, F009.  The fill of F009, F010, was loose 

grey/brown sandy silt with occasional small stones.  Seen in the E baulk F017 is a red 

ceramic drain measuring 100mm in diameter, it has been left in situ. Deposit F006 

comprised mid grey silty sand and stones, approximately 40% sub rectangular pieces of 

stone (mostly basalt chippings) measuring 80mm by 60mm on average.  Within F006 at 

the S end of this area F013 is an area (approximately 1.50m N-S) of sub rectangular 

stones.  Roughly 3.50m from the S end of the excavation there are two whin cobbles, 

F014, sitting fairly flat at the base of the excavation. F014 was sealed by F006 and overlay 

F015. F015, was a deposit of light-mid grey sandy silt with occasional stones, a lot of 

mortar flecks and lumps and occasional oyster shell and animal bone fragments.  It was 

seen at the limit of excavation and left in situ. 

 

2.1.3 Area C 

The concrete base, F004, of the current roadway is 160mm thick in this area.  The other 

features F001-003 and F005 are as described in area A. F022 is a heavily rusted iron pipe 

measuring roughly 250mm in diameter. Although it was seen in places in area B F022 

was much clearer in the N 5.00m of this area before curved into the W section.  In the S 

part of the area F025 was a deposit of loose light brown mortar and sand in a fairly even 

mix. F025 was not excavated.  Seen in the E section F027 comprised at least two 

sandstone blocks with no mortar bonding visible.  The S stone a straight outer edge that 

sloped into the trench by approximately 60mm as it ran downward.  The N block has 

been badly chipped at the outer and upper faces and the bases of both stones have been 

chipped when the cast iron pipe, F024, has been put in.  

 

 - 3 -  



 

2.1.4 Area D 

The uppermost features F001-003 were as described in area A, F004 measured 200mm in 

thickness and F005 was not seen in this area.  The E side of the cut for F022, F023, was 

seen in this area and it was noted that it was straight sided at the top but it was not fully 

excavated. F023 extended 450mm beyond (E of) F022 and it was filled with fairly loose 

mid grey sandy silt and stones, F024.  Approximately 50% of F024 was sub angular 

stones measuring 80mm by 60mm on average.  Within F024 there were two large 

sandstone blocks, F026, that each measured approximately 400mm by 250mm and 

200mm thick.  These sandstone blocks did not appear to have been deliberately placed. 

 

2.1.5 Area E 

The uppermost features F001-003 were as described in area A, F004 measured between 

140mm and 180mm in thickness and F005 was not seen in this area. F034 the E side of a 

N-S trench cut the W side of the phase 3 features F032 and F033, this feature was not 

excavated.  The fill of F034, F035, was light-mid brown sandy silt with 20% angular 

stone fragments.  Immediately to the N of F034, F041 is a rectangular cement setting 

that continues into the W section.  It was noted that in the section this feature had a very 

smooth face.  In the NW corner of this area F037 is the S and E sides of a pit.  Both 

sides of F037 were straight to the excavated depth, 300mm, but the base was not 

uncovered.  The fill of F037, F038, was green sand and gravel.  To the S of F037 and 

separated from it by the phase 1 feature F036, F039 was a fairly straight sided cut only 

the upper 100mm of which was removed. F040, grey brown silty sand and stones with 

mortar and charcoal flecks throughout, filled the excavated part of F039. F039 was on a 

similar N-S alignment to F034.  Under F004 in most of this area F028 was a deposit of 

fairly compact light-mid grey slightly silty sand with occasional small stones.  In the 

central part of this area, under F028, F029 is a deposit of fairly loose light brown/yellow 

sandy mortar.  To the N the upper face of F029 was fairly flat at the S end it was less 

regular, it measured up to 130mm in depth.  Within F029 in the E section there were 

rectangular whin blocks, F031, with yellow/light brown mortar round them.  Below and 

N of F029, F030 comprised very compact light grey silt and angular whin fragments in a 

fairly even mix. F030 measured 150mm in thickness and sealed F033.  Seen in areas 

within the N 3.60m of this area F032 was a fairly flat surface of compacted small (40mm 

by 20mm on average) stones.  Against the S edge of F032 and extending 5.40m S from it, 

F033 used similar stones to those seen at F032. F033 formed a very patchy surface.  
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Between F037 and F039, F036 was a large (700mm by 350mm and 300mm thick as seen 

but continuing in all directions) lump of basalt. 

 

2.1.6 Area F 

Running NE-SW across the N end of the trench there were three cast iron pipes, F059, 

F060 and F068, all measuring 30mm in diameter.  The current surface in this area, F061, 

was formed with sub rectangular cobbles measuring 140mm by 80mm and 100mm thick 

on average.  In the N 3.10m of the trench F061 was bedded in green cement, F062.  

12.90m-14.60m from the N end of the trench an area the cobbled surface was bedded 

into green gritty sand, F064.  The remainder of the cobbles were set in bright orange 

sand (F063).  Both F062 and F064 cut through F063.  The cobbles and the bottoming 

totaled 220mm in depth.  Beneath F062 there was a 120mm thick band of concrete, 

(F065.)  Sealed by F064 and cut through F042 there was a pit running E-W across the 

trench, F066. F066 was excavated to a depth of 450mm but not bottomed.  The fill of 

F066, F067, was a series of light brown sand, grey silt and dark grey charcoal rich silt 

lenses. F042, a deposit of mid brown clayey silt with stones and mortar flecks 

throughout, was seen throughout the trench to a maximum depth of 450mm.  At the 

bottom of the N half of this area F043 is a deposit of mid-dark brown silty sand 

measuring 100mm in depth.  At the S end of area F, F044 is mid grey clay and stones 

with mortar flecks throughout.  At the N end of F044, F046 was a line of slabs (300mm 

by 100mm on average) across the width of the trench.  In the S 3.80m of the area F047 

was a surface formed with small (60mm by 40mm on average) tightly packed pieces of 

basalt.  At the N edge of F047 there were large angular blocks, F045, seen in both 

sections.  Extending N from underneath F045, F048 was a flat surface of basalt blocks 

measuring 120mm by 80mm on average. F048 extended approximately 6.20m N from 

F045 and it was noticed that its stones were less tightly packed than those at F047.  The 

S limit of F048 extended NW-SE across the trench.  Toward the N end of F048 there 

were two patches of light brown mortar, F049.  Against the W section, just N of the 

Northern patch of F049, there was an area of stone free mid brown sandy silt, F050. 

F050 was seen in an area of 900mm N-S and extended 200mm out from the section, it 

was not excavated.  N of and under the phase 2 surface there was a deposit of mid grey 

sandy silt and stones, F051.  Sub angular stones made up roughly 60% of 051 and there 

were mortar flecks throughout. F051 was seen in the 4.20m N of F048, it was not 

excavated.  Extending N 800mm from F051 there was a deposit of yellow light brown 
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mortar, F052.  It appeared that the mortar had been deposited onto F051 but neither was 

excavated making it difficult to be sure.  The northern 7.50m of the trench mainly 

bottomed onto stones or bedrock, F053-058.  Roughly 500mm N of 052 there was an 

area of bedrock, F054 across the trench and measuring approximately 800mm N-S.  The 

upper face of F054 appeared fairly flat.  Filling the area between F052 and F054, F053 

was a fairly flat area of sub-rectangular basalt blocks measuring 300mm by 200mm on 

average.  In the 1.80m of the trench immediately N of F054, F055 is a fairly even mix of 

sub-rectangular basalt blocks (measuring 150mm by 80mm on average) and mid grey 

sandy silt and stones with mortar flecks throughout.  Across the trench N of F055 and 

extending 600mm N-S, F056 is fairly tightly packed sub-rectangular basalt blocks 

measuring 150 mm by 80mm on average.   Most of the 3.20m N of F056 was excavated 

down to F057, angular strikes of bedrock although there were patches where the bedrock 

dipped and loose stones were seen.  In the largest of these areas, fairly central on F057, 

F058 were an area of basalt chunks measuring 100mm by 60mm on average. 

 

 

2.2 THE MAIN TRENCH 

The main trench measured up to 8.40m N-S and 4.20m in width, it ran at a slight angle to 

the E wall so was widest at the N end.  This area was to allow for the construction of the 

hut and also to get the services in from the trench at the N end and leave a working 

space around the area of the construction.  The slabs were removed from the trench 

prior to archaeological supervision.  The brief was to excavate to a depth of 400mm in 

most of the trench and 600mm (for a drainage channel) toward the S.  In the event the 

nature of the deposits, tipping down toward the E wall meant that to keep a meaningful 

archaeological sequence it was necessary to excavate to a depth of up to 700mm against 

the wall in the NE corner. 

 

The surface prior to the excavation was formed with large (850mm by 600mm and 

120mm thick on average) stone slabs, F101.  Up to 60mm below and between the stones 

of F101 throughout the trench, there was a deposit of light brown sand, F102.  Sealed by 

F102, F103 comprised mid brown fairly compact sandy clay and stones (roughly 30% 

angular stone fragments measuring 40mm by 30mm on average). F103 was seen 

throughout the trench and measured a maximum of 100mm in depth. 
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Against the W baulk at the S end of the trench there was a rectangular pit, F105. F105 

measured 1.60m E-W within the trench, 1.50m N-S and was excavated to a depth of 

400mm but not bottomed.  The edges of the cut were almost vertical.  The upper fill of 

F105, F106, was a mix of pale grey sand with pale yellow sand in discrete patches 

forming roughly 20% of the deposit and 10% stones (mainly rounded cobbles) spread 

throughout.  There were also patches of orange brown clay spread through F106.  Below 

F106, F107 comprised seven large angular sandstone blocks laid to form a level upper 

surface.  The two largest blocks (each measuring roughly 600mm by 300mm and 200mm 

thick) were probably reused dressed blocks and the one of these in the NE corner of the 

feature had a semi circular channel cut into its underside.   The NW stone at F107 was 

red sandstone the others yellow sandstone. 

 

Seen at the S end of the W section but removed with slabs F101, F192 is a 70mm thick 

band of pale grey concrete.  Although this was only recorded in the W elevation, where 

its N edge corresponded with the N end of F105, it did spread over the same general area 

as F105.  Immediately N of F192 in the N section F193 was a deposit of fairly loose 

light-mid brown clayey silt with mortar flecks throughout. 

 

Seen running ENE from the East side of F105 across to the E wall, F109 was a linear 

trench often with straight sides but more irregular where it cut the phase 5 features F112 

and F113, the base was fairly flat. F109 measured 3.90m ENE-WSW, 900mm wide and 

6000mm in depth. The fill at the SW side of F109, F110, was a mix of small-medium sub 

rounded cobbles and pale grey silty clay with stones forming roughly 80% of the deposit. 

F110 measured 1.40m ENE-WSW, 500mm in width and was 300mm deep. Filling the 

remainder of F109, F110 was pale grey silty clay with roughly 20% stones (mainly small-

medium rounded cobbles) and flecks of mortar, coal, charcoal, clay and sand throughout.  

There was a red ceramic drainpipe at the base of this fill and the pipe ran fairly flat along 

the W part of the feature before dropping very steeply under F116.  At the E end of F109 

there was a setting of stones, F116. F116 comprised three rectangular slabs forming a 

“U” shape.  The slabs each measured roughly 400mm by 200mm and 100mm thick and 

formed three sides of a box; the slabs to the S and E were dressed but broken yellow 

sandstone and the other an angular basalt lump. 
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Below the ceramic drain and forming the upper fill in the, phase 4, stone culvert F174 

was a loose mixed deposit of small-medium sub angular stones and loose pale grey silt 

rich in coal, charcoal and mortar. F174 was only excavated in a sondage, where it 

measured 250mm deep.  Below F174 there were two sandstone slabs, F124, laid roughly 

E-W within the stone culvert.  These stones were above the lower fills of the phase 4 

drain, and sited over 300mm above the base.  The E end of the slabs was noted to be at 

roughly the same height as the dropped end of F108. F124 was laid on a deposit of loose 

pale grey clayey silt with many mortar flecks and some small stones, F175. F175 sealed 

F176, a mixed deposit comprising 70% beach sand and gravel and 30% fine pale grey silt 

with some small slate fragments throughout.  Sealed by F176, F177, was compact dark 

grey clayey silt with many charcoal flecks and some small stones.  Deposits F175, F176 

and F177were all up to 150mm thick. 

 

Along the S end of the trench F118 was a “U” shaped cut with gently sloping sides, it 

measured 3.00m E-W 200mm in width and was 200mm deep. F118 was filled with F117, 

150mm of course black sand over 50mm of mixed mid grey silty clay rich in mortar and 

charcoal.  Along the length of the base of the cut there are two copper strips. 

 

In the SW corner of the trench only the E side of cut F120 was excavated, this showed it 

to be 200mm deep and have a bowl shaped base.  The fill of F120, F119 comprised a mix 

of fine mid grey sandy silt (60%) small-medium angular and sub angular stone fragments 

(30%) and fine yellow mortar (10%).  At the base of this fill there was a 33mm wide flat 

strip of copper, F194.  

 

Set into the E wall F164 was a 50mm diameter, black painted, cast iron pipe bringing 

rainwater down from the wall-walk. F164 was set into a channel (F166) cut into the wall 

face and although the channel is discussed in phase 5 the base of it was blocked with 

F167 and F168 and they are described here. F167 was a mix of stone blocks and very 

hard and gritty pale grey mortar filling F166 in the 120mm immediately under the base of 

164.  Below F167 and filling the bottom 300mm of F166, F168 was a fairly compact mix 

of pale grey silt and stones with mortar flecks throughout. 

 

Seen over most of the trench F104 was a deposit of fairly compact light-mid grey slightly 

clayey silt with roughly 30% stone fragments measuring 60mm by 40mm on average. 
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F104 usually measured around 100mm in thickness but in the S part of the site the depth 

reduced to 20mm.  Under F104 and seen in the N part of the trench and the NE of the 

area S of the 2005 excavation, F148 was a deposit comprising 75% angular basalt 

fragments (60mm by 30mm on average) and light brown silty sand in a fairly loose mix. 

F148 thickened to the E measuring 30mm at the W baulk and 300mm against the E wall. 

 

In the S part of the trench there was a compact deposit of sub angular basalt fragments 

with roughly 35% mid brown sandy silt with many mortar and some coal and charcoal 

fragments. F154 measured at least 350mm thick against the E wall and had been cut away 

to the N by phase 7 drainage features.   Aligned ENE-WSW across most of the S part of 

the trench the W end of cut F114 had been truncated by F105.  The cut measured 

250mm deep over most of its length but 500mm at the E end. F114 was generally steep 

sided but fairly irregular and the centre of the feature was completely removed by F109.   

 

The S side of F114 was lined with sub rounded, split, whin cobbles (F113) measuring 

200mm by 70mm on average.  The stones are seen running from the S edge of the 

feature and up to 550mm into it and the level drops 300mm from the S edge in this area.   

The lining at the N side of F114, F112, used similar stones to those at F113 but were only 

seen along the E 1.50m of the feature and extended 400mm from the N edge into it, 

dropping 350mm.  At the W end of F112, F111 is an area 600mm E-W and 300mm N-S 

of similar sub rounded, split cobbles mixed with loose pale grey silty clay with clean sand 

patches throughout.  Stones made up roughly 80% of F111.  The fill of F114 immediately 

below the sidewalls, F147, was a fairly loose mix of fine mid grey silt (50%) clean yellow 

sand (30%) and small-medium rounded stones that were mainly basalt. F147 was 

generally 100mm thick below F112 and F113 but at the E end in the deeper part of the 

cut it was 350mm thick. F152 was a cut under F112 which was fairly steep sided and has 

a gently sloping base, 180mm in deep.  The fill of F152, F151, was loose, mid-dark brown 

sandy silt with occasional small stones and mortar flecks. 

 

F153 comprised two sandstone blocks at the E end of F114.  Although both stones were 

broken it could be seen that they had a 40mm square and 35mm deep hole in their upper 

face, the two holes were 430mm apart. The N stone measures 380mm by 220mm and 

250mm in height and the S one 280mm square and 250mm high.  Both stones have a 
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rebate starting at about the position of the holes and the better preserved of these (on the 

N stone) is 230mm long, drops 120mm and measures 40mm in width. 

 

In the SE corner of the trench was a rectangular cut (F145), it extended 800mm N from 

the S baulk, measured 950mm E-W and was excavated to a depth of 400mm but not 

bottomed.  The edges of F145 were very steep, the N and W  overhanging slightly. F115, 

the fill of F145, was very compact pale yellow mortar with 20% pale grey silty clay and 

10% small angular chunks of bedrock.  

 

Within the outer (W) face of the E wall there was a vertical cut, F166, measuring 180mm 

in width and 100mm into the face.  This cut now carried a cast iron pipe, F164, and the 

bottom was filled with F167 and F168 (all phase 6).  Originally this feature would have 

continued down a further 420mm.  At the base of F166, F169 was a rough cut 100mm 

into the E wall face.  The W face of the E wall (F164) was formed from rectangular 

blocks, a mix of basalt and sandstone.  

 

The S side wall of the stone culvert, F122, extended roughly E-W across the S part of the 

trench although at the W end in particular it was only partly exposed and only in a 

500mm long sondage was the full depth seen. The wall was formed mainly with small-

medium sized sandstone blocks but also occasional pieces of basalt.   At the E end , F122 

ran under the E wall, where the full width of the wall was seen it was one stone (400mm) 

thick. Within the sondage the wall was 700mm high.  At the sondage there was one large 

(550mm long) sandstone block that had a finely dressed N face and possibly a chamfer at 

the E end. 

 

The cut for the S side of the drain, F156, was only exposed in the W 2.25m but 

continued both E and W beyond this.  In most of the excavated area only the upper 

200mm was removed but against the W baulk it was excavated to a depth of 400mm but 

not bottomed.  The cut was steep sided where seen and measured over 500mm in width. 

F156 was filled with F155, a compact mix of mid-light grey silty clay (roughly 60%), fine, 

off-white mortar (30%) and small-medium sub angular stones (mostly basalt but some 

sandstone). 
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When capstone F171 was lifted there was a small area of black slightly silty clay rich in 

charcoal (F173) found over wall F122. F173 lay in an area 1.30m N-S, 400mm E-W and 

150mm deep but it appeared to continue to the W.  To the S of drain cut, was an 

unexcavated deposit of compact pale mortar with 30% pale grey sandy silt and 10% small 

pieces of basalt (F179).  The N side wall, F123, extended W from the E wall until it was 

cut away by F105 to the W.  At the sondage, F123 was two stones (380mm) thick and 

750mm high. 

 

The N side of the drain cut (F158) was only partly exposed in the area N of the surviving 

capstone at F121.  The upper part of the edge was gently sloping but further down, 

where it cut the phase 1 surface F161; it appeared to be vertical. F158 measured 850mm 

in width and a depth of 350mm was removed but it was not bottomed.  The fill of F158  

comprised approximately 60% mid grey sandy silt with small-medium angular basalt 

chunks with a lot of fine cream coloured mortar some charcoal flecks (F157). 

 

The surviving area of capstones (F121) was located fairly centrally on the drain and 

comprised three substantial slabs laid N-S with smaller stones laid over these.  Two of 

the large slabs were architectural fragments so were numbered separately (F171 and 

F172) to be described in more detail.  

 

Within the bottom part of the E wall F170 was a sandstone drain cap that measures 

140mm in thickness and extends 260mm into the wall face, the length could not be seen.  

Below F170, F165 was a 270mm high void and feeling along this with a ranging pole it 

was ascertained there were further capstones and the void extended back (E) 1.80m 

before hitting stone.  

 

F171 was a rectangular slab of pale yellow fine-grained sandstone.  In situ it measured 

1.12m N-S, 360mm E-W and 180mm thick.  There were wide chamfers on the upper 

face along the E and W sides that slope off at an angle of approximately 45 degrees from 

the central flat area that was 100mm wide.  Central within the flat area there was a 

channel measuring 20mm in width and 15mm deep. The extreme N end appeared higher 

than the rest of the upper face but has been broken off.  The E side of the stone had a 

vertical face and the lower edge of it was badly broken or unfinished.  At the W face 

there was a steep slope 280mm long at the S end where it was broken off, there was a 
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central flat projection of 290mm E-W that was broken off to the N of this but a channel 

could be traced for 520mm. A slight protrusion to the E of centre on the N end ran 

across the chamfer on this side for 45mm.  On lifting it was seen that most of the 

underside was reasonably flat, the exception being the S end where the face was smooth.  

It was noted that the upper face was chipped at this end.  There was a mason’s mark 

carved on the vertical part of the face, along the W side of the central flat projection.  

Fine tooling was visible on much of this stone. 

 

F172 was a single block of fine-grained pale grey sandstone with a pinkish hue, it was laid 

flat and measured 840mm N-S, 510mm E-W and 120mm in thickness.  The E face had a 

“S” shaped profile formed by a thin upper and broad lower roll moulding.  The end of 

the moulding terminated in a flat face at the southern 110mm.  The underside of the 

stone had a smooth channel measuring 210mm wide and 40mm deep, in the middle of 

the stone.  The channel stopped short of the S end of the stone.  Most of the upper face 

was very smooth with fine tool markings visible but the N end was rougher and recessed 

10mm-20mm below the rest of the face.  There was also a strip in the NE corner that 

stood up 30mm higher than the rest of the face.  The N and S faces were neat while the 

W one was very irregular. 

 

In the N part of the trench, immediately N of the 2005 excavation, was a roughly half 

circular area of sub angular basalt chips (measuring 80mm by 50mm on average) and mid 

brown sandy clay (F135).  Stones formed 60%-70% of F135 on the surface and it was 

not excavated, it measured 1.20m E-W and 800mm N-S.   Against the E wall and 

immediately N of the 2005 excavation, was a very loose mixed deposit of yellow brown 

mortar (roughly 60%) and light brown sand with 10% small stones throughout (F139) . 

F139 measured up to 900mm N-S and 750mm E-W; this feature was not excavated.   

Immediately N of F139 there was a deposit of compact mid brown silty sand with many 

mortar flecks and occasional small stones, (F140). F140 measured up to 2.20m N-S and 

ran out of the trench to the N and 750mm E-W; it was left in situ.  Seen between the 

phase 3 features F141 and F142, was an area of loose yellow/brown gritty mortar (F143). 

 

Under the phase 5 deposit F148 in the S part of the trench, was a fairly compact mix of 

fairly compact and even mix of mid-dark brown sandy clay sub angular basalt fragments, 

measuring 80mm by 60mm on average, with pale grey mortar flecks throughout (F149). 
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F149 measured up to 100mm in depth and was seen in the western 2.60m of the trench 

E of this F148 was left in situ. F149 sealed F150, a fairly compact mid grey silty sand with 

10% sub angular stones and occasional flecks of yellow/light brown mortar. F150 

measured between 60mm and 80mm in depth and was seen in the western 2.00m of the 

trench. 

 

In the NW corner of the trench over the phase 2 surface, was an area (up to 1.20m N-S 

and 800mm E-W but extending N and W out of the trench) of fairly loose yellow/brown 

mortar and sand (F125). 

 

Roughly central in the N part of the trench F129 was a basalt slab measuring 300mm E-

W and 200mm N-S, it has a flat upper face that slopes so that the E end is lower than the 

W.  Against the N edge of F129 there was a basalt block, F130, measuring 300mm E-W, 

180mm N-S and at least 140mm thick.  The S face of F130 was flat and straight.  

Extending E from the SE corner of F129, F131 comprised three basalt fragments, the 

largest of which measured 150mm E-W 100mm N-S and 130mm thick.  All three stones 

had fairly neat N faces.   Around F129-131 and filling much of the NE part of the N area, 

F132 was a deposit of fairly loose mid grey sandy silt with occasional small stones and 

mortar flecks.  There were also a couple of oyster shell fragments seen in the upper face 

of F132.  Against the N section within the area of F132, there was a roughly oval area (up 

to 1.10m E-W and 700mm N-S) of mid brown silty sand and angular basalt fragments 

(60mm by 40mm on average) with many mortar and some charcoal flecks, F133. 

 

Against the E edge of the phase 2 surface, F126, was a fairly loose dark grey slightly 

sandy silt with many charcoal flecks, animal bones, and oyster shell fragments and 

occasional small stones showing in the upper face (F127).  In the W side of the trench 

immediately N of the 2005 excavation, was a moderately compact deposit of mid grey 

sandy silt with occasional small stones and mortar flecks and one or two shell fragments 

(F128).  

 

SE of F129-131, F141 is an area of irregularly shaped basalt blocks and yellow/brown 

mortar that measured roughly 800mm N-S and 500mm E-W.  A little to the S of F141 

there was a single basalt block, tipping down to the W, surrounded with yellow-brown, 

gritty mortar. 
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To the W of F142, was an area of compact yellow/brown gritty mortar and stones, 

roughly 40% basalt chips measuring 60mm by 40mm on average (F144).   

 

Immediately N of the 2005 excavation was a strip of fairly loose dark grey silt, coal and 

charcoal in a fairly even mix.  It was noted that the coal present appeared to be partly 

burnt (F136). F136 measured 1.10m E-W and up to 150mm wide.  Roughly 200mm to 

the N of F136, was another strip of identical material and measured 1.00m E-W and up 

to 100mm in width (F137).  Between F136 and F137,was an E-W aligned cut with 

sloping sides and a rounded base, it measured 1.10m E-W, 200mm in width and was 

100mm deep (F146).  The fill of F146 was fairly compact light brown silty sand and 

mortar (F138).   

 

To the S of the 2005 excavation was a linear slot that measured 550mm E-W, 150mm 

wide and 60mm deep as seen but continued E under the excavated level (F180).  It 

should also be noted that only a small area was excavated (to obtain a soil sample) and it 

may have been deeper elsewhere.  The fill of F180 was loose yellow/light brown mortar 

(F181)  Immediately S of F180 was an area (300mm E-W and 220mm N-S) of fairly loose 

silty sand with occasional mortar flecks (F182).  Also to the S of F180 was a deposit of 

quite compact dark grey silt with ash coal and charcoal throughout (F183).  At the W end 

of F183 there was a patch (measuring 100mm E-W and 80mm N-S) of red clay.  To the 

N of F180 was a patch (280mm N-S and 160mm E-W) of loose grey/black charcoal and 

ash (F185).  S of F183 was a deposit of fairly loose mid-dark grey slightly silty sand with 

some coal and charcoal flecks (F190).  To the N of the E end of F180 and also seen in 

the 2005 excavation (2005-F016), was a large yellow sandstone block that had been laid 

fairly flat, it tipped down slightly to the N (F184). F184 was semi-circular in shape 

measuring 620mm N-S and up to 380mm E-W.   To the W of F184 was F191, a smaller 

(up to 350mm N-S and 200mm E-W) more irregularly stone that was laid flat within 

F190. 

 

At the W side of the N part of the trench was a flat surface of small, 60mm by 40mm on 

average, tightly packed pieces of basalt (F126). F126 was revealed as  a strip up to 1.00m 

wide but continued to the W.  At the E edge of F126 there were larger (120mm by 

80mm) pieces of basalt (F134).  
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To the S of the 2005 trench was a fairly flat surface of small, 60mm by 40mm, basalt 

chips (F186).  There appeared to be yellow/light brown silty mortar between the stones.  

Below F186 there was a deposit of mid brown slightly silty clay, F187.  To the W of 

F187, against the W baulk was a fairly loose mid-dark brown clayey silt with mortar flecks 

throughout (F189) 

 

Seen only in the edge of F158 was a deposit of fairly compact dark grey slightly clayey silt 

with many charcoal and some pale yellow mortar flecks (F159).  Within F159, F160 was a 

lens of small sub angular basalt fragments and pale yellow sandy mortar.  Seen only at the 

bottom of the sondage through the fills of the early drain, was a deposit of compact pale 

grey sandy silt with many mortar flecks (F178).  In a small sondage dug through the base 

of the N side of the cut for the stone culvert, was a mix of basalt and red sandstone sub 

rounded cobbles measuring 120mm by 80mm on average (F161). F161 formed a flat, 

solid surface.  Only exposed in the drain cut under, F161, F162 was a deposit of clean 

orange/brown sand.   

 

S of the phase 2 deposit F186 was a flat surface of stones comprising larger pieces of 

basalt, up to 250mm by 200mm, forming an edge to the W of smaller pieces of red 

sandstone (F188).  
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3 DISCUSSION 

 

3.1 THE SERVICE TRENCH 

3.1.1 Phase 1 

Area C 

The phase 6 features F037 and F039 were separated by F036 a large lump of bedrock, 

probably an in-situ  natural outcrop. 

 

Area F 

F051 was probably material imported as infill, it was seen in an substantial area N of the 

phase 2 surface, and also continuing S under it. There were mortar flecks noted within 

F051.  Unfortunately F051 was not excavated so it is difficult to suggest a date for its 

deposition.  N of F051 there was an 800mm wide deposit of yellow light brown mortar, 

F052.  F052 was probably deposited onto F051.  At the N end of F052, F053 was a 

400mm wide area of basalt blocks forming a fairly flat surface.  The N edge of F053 was 

against F054, in-situ bedrock.  It is possible that the upper face of F054 had been 

flattened out.  Immediately N of 054 and extending 1.80m, F055 is a mix of basalt blocks 

and sandy that was probably infill.  It was noted that there were mortar flecks in F055.  

N of F055, F056 appeared to be a structural remnant, the fact that the upper face was 

flat suggested a surface but as these stones were in a defined area 550mm wide the 

foundation of a wall is another possibility.  The angular strike of bedrock, F057, that 

filled the N end of the trench did not appear to have been worked but fairly central on 

them F058 may have been evidence of leveling in this area.  This area is also the most 

disturbed with three service pipes cut through and a service box forming the N limit of 

the trench. 

 

3.1.2 Phase 2 

Area C 

The large yellow sandstone blocks, F027, seen in the E section were probably structural 

remnants.  These blocks were roughly on line with the upstanding structure projecting 

out from the curtain wall (see photographs 32-39) and may be associated with it.  There 

are scars on the upstanding structure that strongly suggest that the E side of a gate had 

been sited there. F027 may be remnants of the W side of the gate or, more likely, a wall 

that extended W from it.  
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Area F 

Seen in the area N of, the phase 3 feature, F045 and probably running under it, F048 was 

a flat surface of basalt blocks. The S limit of F048 extended NW-SE across the trench.  

This may suggest that the surface turned NW up the hill at this point but there is not a 

convincing kerb here and another possibility is that it has been robbed out to the N.   

The blocks used to form this surface were notably larger and less tightly packed than 

those at F047 and during excavation they felt solidly in place.  Both mortar F049.and 

sandy silt F050, could equally have been deposited on the surface when or after it was in 

use. These deposits are equally likely to belong in phase 4.  Perhaps the larger stones and 

slightly spaced nature of them suggests this is an outdoor surface, a track or roadway.   

Although there is no firm evidence, it is possible that this is the continuation of the phase 

1 roadway and what is seen there is the base for the cobbles being formed and even that 

base has been completely robbed away in the area of F051. 

 

3.1.3 Phase 3 

Area E 

Although it was only seen patchily in the northern part of this trench it is likely that F032 

is a consistent, fairly flat, surface of compacted small stones. F033 to the S of F032 may 

be the disturbed remains of the same surface.  The only reason that F033 is only seen in 

parts is that it was generally at a level just below that which the trench was taken to.  This 

is certainly the same surface as F047 in area F.    The Southern limit of F033 is caused by 

it being cut by the phase 6 pipe trench F034. 

 

Area F 

The surface in the southern 3.80m of this area F047 was formed with small, tightly 

packed pieces of basalt.  During even light cleaning these stones would often come loose 

suggesting this surface could not have seen heavy use, as a roadway for instance.  At the 

N edge of F047 blocks F045 did appear to be a rough kerb.  It is difficult to suggest a 

use for this surface.  A roadway that took horses or carts seems unlikely as does any kind 

of internal surface if F047 is a stone kerb.  Perhaps the most likely use is a footpath 

maybe to give access to defences in the area that is now “Mills Mount”. 
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3.1.4 Phase 4 

Area E 

In the central part of area E, under F028, light brown/yellow sandy mortar F029 had a 

fairly flat upper face to the N and was probably disturbed further S. In the E section 

there were rectangular whin blocks, F031, within F029.  It seems likely that F029 and 

F031 are structural remnants.  It was suggested at F029 that this may have been bedding 

for a slabbed or cobbled surface that F031 may be remnants of.  F030 is an even mix of 

very compact light grey silt and angular basalt fragments and may be the re-deposited 

from the disturbed part of F032. 

 

Area F 

F043, a deposit that is sealing the Phase 1 features, must have been deposited when any 

surface was out of use.  At the S end of area F, F044 was probably demolition material, 

as it was deposited over the phase 3 surface.  At the N end of F044, slabs F046 were 

probably demolition waste and the fact that this is a line of stones running through the 

trench it may have been a local structure that was demolished. F046 is in the same area as 

the phase 2 features F049 and F050 and it may be that they are all part of the same 

demolition phase. 

 

3.1.5 Phase 5 

Areas A-E 

F015 was seen in areas A, B and C, was probably an infill deposit but it was not 

excavated.  Deposit of silty sand and stones, F006, (seen in areas B, C and D) has been 

imported to raise the ground level prior to the creation of the current surface.  Within 

area B stones F013 and cobbles, F014 were probably part of the same process.  The 

presence of two cobbles within the infill (F014) could be seen as evidence of an earlier 

surface being disturbed.  In the S part of area C the unexcavated deposit F025 may have 

been imported to raise the ground level.  In area E, deposit F028 was infill and it raised 

the level by up to 250mm.  In area F, deposit F042 was also infill that was imported to 

raise the ground level, by up to 450mm, perhaps for the laying of the present surface or 

one at a similar level.  

 

3.1.6 Phase 6 

Areas A-E 
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The current road surface (F001) of  rectangular whin setts can be seen on 19th century 

images of this area but the pointing between them (F002) is hard grey concrete that is 

probably mid-late 20th century in date.  The stones are then set in sand, F003, which has 

been laid on a concrete base, F004.  The base also seems likely to be 20th century.  F016 

was a disused lead water pipe that was removed during the current work.  It was seen in 

the whole trench with the exception of the N end of area F.  It probably dated to the first 

half of the 20th century. 

 

Area A 

F005 was probably make-up raising the ground level immediately prior to the original 

construction of the roadway,  it was seen in area A and the southern 6.00m of B.  F018 

was the trench for a black painted cast iron pipe, F020. F018 was only seen in area A but 

ran almost along the W baulk at trench B and must have disturbed the deposits there.  It 

was a 20th century waste pipe, possibly still in use.  It would seem that the original surface 

was late 19th century or earlier but so many service trenches have been dug through it 

that it is hard to find any of it intact. It may be that the whole roadway has been re-laid at 

some point. 

 

Area B 

Electricity cable F007 was though to be in use and servicing the light at the bottom of 

the “Lang Stair”.  Rusted iron pipe F008 was an out of use gas pipe that may have 

serviced at light that was once in roughly the same position as that serviced by F007.  

F009- 012 were all parts of the telephone box and therefore mid-late 20th century.  The 

red ceramic drain, F009, seen in the E section was possibly still in use and was therefore 

left in situ. 

 

Area C 

F022 is probably a sewage pipe as it is heavily rusted, to the point of disintegration, it is 

presumed to be out of use. F022 was glimpsed in area B but seen more clearly here and 

in areas D and E, its most probable date is in the second quarter of the 20th century. 

 

Area D 

Within this area it was seen that the cut for F022, F023, extended 450mm beyond (E of) 

the pipe.  Within the fill of F022 there were two large yellow sandstone blocks, F026, 
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perhaps suggesting that significant earlier structure had been cut through in this area.  

Presuming the cut to the W of the pipe extended the same distance beyond it and also 

adding the width of the pipe then the trench for this feature has cut a 1.20m wide track 

under the roadway to a depth below that excavated to here. This is a massive disturbance 

and is the primary reason there is little archaeology survives in areas A-D and the S part 

of area E.  

 

Area E 

Deposit F028 is make up material either deposited for surface F001 or an earlier one and 

disturbed during the work for that surface.  F034 is probably the cut for pipe F022, it 

was seen more clearly and described as F023 in area D.  The rectangular cement setting, 

F041, was probably poured against shuttering but it was not clear what this would have 

been for.  A tentative suggestion is as a support for F004.  In the NW corner of this area 

F037 was green sand and gravel and is almost certainly a modern pit dug to repair a water 

leak. To the S F039 was a similar feature, probably the continuation of the same recent 

investigation. 

 

Area F 

The cobbled surface in this area, F061, may have originally been earlier than most of the 

features in this phase but large sections of it appear to have been lifted and replaced 

making much of it a late 20th century construction.  The green cement under the N part 

of F061, F062, and the concrete under it (F065) are likely to date to the 1990’s and this 

area was probably lifted as part of the constructions around the tunnel.  Although it is 

unlikely to have been affected by the tunnel, the green gritty sand (F064) that the stones 

are bedded into roughly 10 meters N of F062 is likely to be of a similar date.  The bright 

orange sand, F063, that the remainder of F061 sit in, is difficult to date, although it is 

earlier than the other bedding materials.  Pit F066 was not bottomed and is therefore 

difficult to interpretate or to date. The most likely use for a pit of this size and shape is a 

service trench.  The fill, F067, was unusual as it was made up of a series of lenses 

reminiscent of industrial activity associated with a kiln, forge or smithy. At the N end of 

the trench the cast-iron pipes (F059, F060 and F068) were all mid-late 20th century 

services. 
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3.2 THE MAIN TRENCH 

3.2.1 Phase 1 

F161 was a solid road surface formed with large ,fist-sized (120mm by 80mm) sub 

rounded cobbles.  The stones were a mix of basalt and red sandstone and the sandstone 

often appeared to be burnt. Clean orange/brown sand sub F162 was the bedding for the 

stones.  F188 may be a kerb at the W side of this surface and it certainly was part of it .  

The surface tipped down noticeably from F188 to F161.  If this is a road surface then it is 

a long way E of the present road line, the W edge being about 500mm W of the E edge 

of the current road.  The slope toward the cliff edge does not seem right for a road and 

in fact has more the appearance of a gun emplacement.  Another possibility is that this is 

an internal surface.  At the E end of the 2005 trench there was a drainage culvert and the 

capstones (2005-F013) and E wall (2005-F012) were level with a surface to the E of the 

drain.  This surface (2005-F011) is described as “surface, slopes from W-E (lowest to the 

E)” , it also mentions that the surface is not entirely flat with some stones jutting up.  

This is certainly the same surface and within the current trench the phase 2 deposit F189 

is covering the drain.  With the evidence from the 2005 trench it is extremely unlikely 

that this is a platform and much more likely a road.  The kerb, F188, is probably evidence 

of larger stones being used at the edge of the drain.  It is seen in the trial trench that the 

surface is also on the W side of the drainage culvert. 

 

3.2.2 Phase 2 

In the W side of the N part of the trench F126 is a flat surface of small pieces of basalt 

forming a road surface. At the E edge of F126 there were larger pieces of basalt, F134, 

forming a rough kerb.  This structure extends the road roughly 1.00mm to the E of 

where it is presently sited.  To the S of the 2005 trench F186 is described as a fairly flat 

surface of small basalt chips with yellow/light brown silty mortar between the stones.  

The first instinct is to say that this is part of a road and probably the same one as F126, 

they appear very similar on plan.  The stones here however were not as flat or as solidly 

in place as F126.  F186 meets the S section of the 2005 trench which was excavated to a 

greater depth and within that trench the deposit here was (2005-F010) “mid grey silty 

clay and angular basalt chips 80mm by 60mm on average. Stones form approximately 

70% of this deposit.”  It seems likely that this is the same feature seen more clearly in the 

deeper excavation and what seemed like a surface is probably make up material perhaps 

for a surface destroyed in phase 3.  Deposits F189, F178 and F159 were noted but not 
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investigated although it was noted that they all contained mortar flecks, it may be that 

these were deposited during a construction or demolition phase. 

 

3.2.3 Phase 3 

N of the 2005 Trench, F129, F130 and F131 may be remnants of a drain, a basal slab and 

fragments of the side walls.  It could also be, although less likely that it is a fragment of a 

flue.  To the SE of F129-131, F141 appeared to be structural remains as the mortar was 

bonding the stones together, but there was no obvious shape to it and the assumption is 

that it has been disturbed.  To the S of F141, F142 may be another fragment of the same 

remains.  Immediately W of F142, F144 could be tumble from it.  F132 is an area of 

brown silty sand and angular basalt fragments against the N section, it was not excavated.  

This was probably demolition debris perhaps associated with 141 and F142. 

 

Immediately N of the 2005 excavation F136 is a strip of dark grey silt, coal and charcoal 

and slightly to the N F137 is another strip of the same material. In the area between F136 

and F137 and cutting these features, F146 is a linear cut with sloping sides and a rounded 

base. This appeared to be a slot of some sort and it had been backfilled with silty sand 

and mortar.  It appeared that something had been set in the burnt deposit(s) F136/137 

and when it had been removed F138 filled the hole.  Seen around the Phase 3 features 

discussed above F132 may have been a midden deposit sealed or cut by the other 

features in this phase but as none of them were excavated beyond taking samples it is 

difficult to be sure. In the NW of this side of the trench F128 was similar to F132.  F127 

against the E edge of the phase 2 surface, F126, was probably dumped kitchen waste. 

 

To the S of the 2005 excavation F180 was a linear slot that was similar to F146 to the N, 

the W limit was even directly opposite and the E limit not uncovered.  The E part of 

F180 was cut through F183, a burnt deposit of silt ash coal and charcoal.  F183 was 

possibly in situ burning. The W part of F180 cut F190, a silty sand deposit that contained 

some coal and charcoal flecks.  To the S of F180, F182 may have been a pit but it 

remained unexcavated.  To the N of the slot, F185 was a patch (280mm N-S and 160mm 

E-W) of loose grey/black charcoal and ash.  N of the slot, and also seen in the 2005 

excavation, was a shaped stone ,probably a quern fragment although there was no hole 

observed.  The features in this area generally appear burnt and there may have been a 

structural element removed from F180.  In the 2005 trench, between slots F146 and 
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F180, deposits of yellow brown mortar (2005-F006) and charcoal rich silt (2005-F007) 

were removed to reveal an area of fairly scattered basalt slabs (2005-F016) that included a 

particularly large slab (2005-F017) that was suggested to be a lintel.  It may be that the 

burnt elements are part of the destruction of the structure seen at the slabs and lintel.  

Phase 3 in the current trench would be part of the demolition, perhaps with occasional 

fragments of structure surviving. 

 

3.2.4 Phase 4 

The W face of the E wall appears to have been re-pointed more than once making it 

difficult to see any structural details there may be in it.  The stone culvert was formed 

with sidewalls, F123 and F122 and capstones F121, there were no slabs at the base.  The 

material used for the construction was mainly sandstone.  The surviving area of 

capstones, F121, was located fairly centrally on the drain and may have been moved and 

replaced or could conceivably even be phase 6 replacements.  There was a considerable 

amount of modern debitage under these stones and while it is possible that this was put 

in from either edge of the surviving caps, it is also possible they were put on to seal the 

back-filled drain.  Two of the capstones were architectural fragments, F171 a reused 

window fragment and F172 either a roof gutter (with fine roll moulding) or, viewed 

another way, the sidestone of an ornate fireplace.  These fragments appear to have come 

from a fairly elaborate structure rather that one designed for its defensive capabilities.    

In the bottom of the exposed E wall F170 is a sandstone drain cap and it was detected 

that the drain extended 1.80m into the wall, practically through it, before hitting stone.   

The drain undoubtedly ran through the wall and discharged onto the rock outside.  F156 

was the cut for the S side of the drain, the N side was F158.   The silty clay seen over the 

S wall could either belong in this phase or phase 5.  To the S of drain cut F179 is an 

unexcavated deposit of compact pale mortar with 30% pale grey sandy silt and 10% small 

pieces of basalt.  In the N part of the trench F135 may have been a pit but it was not 

excavated.  Against the E wall, N of the 2005 excavation, F139 was either to be a fill of 

the foundation trench for the E wall or a cut into that feature.  Immediately N of F139, 

F140 was possibly a fill of the foundation trench. Neither of these features were 

excavated.  In the NW corner of the trench over the phase 2 surface, F125 was decayed, 

possibly burnt, stone. 
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3.2.5 Phase 5 

Deposit F104 was sealed by the make-up for the phase 6 slab surface.  Under F104 in the 

N part of the trench, F148 was gravel in sand that thickened considerably toward the E 

wall.  These deposits were probably imported to raise the ground level and F148 in 

particular has formed the current slope in this area, down from the E wall.  In the S part 

of the trench F154 was probably part of the same make-up as F148.  ENE-WSW in 

roughly the same area as F105 the W end of drain cut F114 had been truncated by the 

later drain. 
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4 SUMMARY 

 

4.1 THE SERVICE TRENCH 

4.1.1 Phase 1 

Area F 

This phase sees the first ground-works in this area; material is imported as infill to level 

between the up-crops within the bedrock. In areas basalt blocks are laid flat over more 

mixed infill to form a fairly level surface. It is possible that F056 is wall foundations but 

taken with the other features in this area it seems more likely that the whole area between 

F053 and F056 has been filled and flattened to make a surface or the base for it.  Within 

the features there are traces of mortar suggesting this was during other construction or 

demolition going on at this time, perhaps the work in this area was to provide access to 

an area of construction nearby.  Evidence was found for occupation from the late 

Bronze Age, and through the medieval period in the area immediately to the NW during 

the 1998-91 excavations.  Although the presence of mortar flecks suggests that these 

features are not prehistoric the likelihood is that groundwork’s in this area would be fairly 

early in date, perhaps relating to the medieval features seen there.   The certainty is that 

this is the earliest remains in this area, there is very little possibility earlier deposits were 

removed from between the bedrock outcrops before this material was deposited. 

 

4.1.2 Phase 2 

Area C 

Sandstone blocks, F027, appeared to be, more or less, in situ.  They have been chipped at 

when later service trenches were put in suggesting that moving them was not a viable 

option.  This possibly relates to a gateway to the E of the current roadway and the 

upstanding structure to the E certainly appears to have been the side of a gate.   The date 

of these blocks is uncertain, only the W side of them is seen in section where they are 

immediately under phase 6 deposits and the W face has been hacked at when a phase 6 

drain was put in.  If they are related to the gate to the E the assumption is that they must 

pre-date the Portcullis Gate (1577) as a gate in this position would be used with a 

roadway significantly E of the present one.  The creation of the Portcullis Gate possibly 

involved cutting a tunnel through bedrock, immediately SW it the bedrock is above the 

level of the arch and to the NE it is significantly above the base (this was not recorded as 

part of the current work and is therefor from memory).  Before this tunnel was excavated 
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the only way round would be to skirt round the side of the bedrock, it would appear that 

the gateway relates to a roadway that does just that.   The other structure of note that 

stood in this area was Constable’s Tower, built in the 1370’s.   It the earlier gate is 

associated with that structure then it stood further out toward the curtain wall, and 

perhaps also to the NW of the Portcullis Gate.  

 

Area F 

F048 is most likely a roadway but once again dating this feature is near impossible.  The 

edges of it are not seen except to the N and even this may be a result of later disturbance.  

The surface was left in situ and there were no finds conveniently protruding from 

between the stones.  There is no physical or stratigraphic link between the phase 2 

features in areas C and F and they are placed in the same phase only tentatively.  If one 

was in phase 2 and the other phase 3 this would be as misleading.  It could be interpreted 

that a roadway from the proposed gateway swing round and eventually traveled up to the 

summit.   

 

4.1.3 Phase 3 

Areas E and F 

The surfaces of compacted small stones F033 and F032 in area E and F047 in area F 

area not fully understood but they appeared to be parts of the same surface.   It must be 

remembered that these were seen in the bottom of a narrow, roughly 500mm wide, 

trench.  Without seeing the edges of the feature it is difficult even to be sure if it was a 

surface or a rough track., although the length it is seen over (at least 13.00m) suggests the 

latter.  Only a cursory examination has been made of the results of the 1988-1991 

excavations at Mills Mount but it is clear that there were stone surfaces found dating to 

many different periods, including a late Iron Age sunken cobbled surface and a medieval 

causeway. 

 

4.1.4 Phase 4 

Area E and F 

The deposits in this phase were generally to be demolition debris. Including redeposited 

remnants of the phase 3 surface in area E  In area F this material was deposited over the 

phase 3 road and possibly contained structural material. 
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4.1.5 Phase 5 

This phase comprised infill deposits raising the ground level. 

 

Areas A-D 

In areas A-D these deposits were unexcavated so it is impossible to say by how much the 

level came up.  

 

Area E 

In area E the level was raised by up to 250mm and at area F the ground level was now up 

to 450mm higher.  This seems to suggest that the slope up toward the Cart Sheds was 

created in this phase, the original ground surface as well as being lower would have been 

flatter. 

  

4.1.6 Phase 6 

Areas A-E 

This phase is largely 20th century services but it may be that the surface they are under 

was originally earlier.  The current road surface has been lifted so often for the laying and 

repairing of services there may be little left that was original.  F016 was a disused lead 

water pipe that was removed during the current work.  It was seen in the whole trench 

with the exception of the N end of area F.  It probably dated to the first half of the 20th 

century.  The trench for cast iron pipe F022 (F023) alone had cut a trench 1.20m wide 

down the length of trenches A-D and the S part of area E.  The lead water pipe, F016,  

was seen in most of the area opened.  These two services alone had caused massive 

damage to any archaeological features there had been in the southern trenches, F023 was 

not bottomed within the excavated area.  There were make-up deposits for the current 

road seen but these were also disturbed. 

 

Area F 

Similar to what is seen in the southern trenches the cobbled surface in this area is much 

disturbed, although perhaps slightly less so.  The bright orange sand, F063, seen under a 

portion of cobbles may be a remnant of the original bedding but it is difficult to be sure. 
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4.2 THE MAIN TRENCH 

4.2.1 Phase 1 

There is a single stone surface in this phase but it is not entirely clear what it is, a 

roadway seems most likely but if so it is odd that it slopes noticeably.  It could be that 

only one side of it is seen and beyond the middle it slopes the other way.  The stone 

culvert as part of the same construction as the road, which appeared in the trial trench to 

continue on the other side of the drain, also seems unusual.  If this is a road the line of it 

suggests that it pre-dates the Portcullis Gate.  It was suggested in the 2005 report that 

this may date to the 14th century.   

 

4.2.2 Phase 2 

In the N part of the trench F126 does appear to be a road surface and shows a roadway 

1.00m to the E of the current one.  F186 is the S of the trench is almost certainly not a 

surface, more likely make up for the structure demolished in phase 3.  There is no 

stratigraphic link between these two features and they were originally placed in the same 

phase as they may be parts of the same roadway.  The only link they now have is that 

they both pre-date phase 3.  The 2005 report suggests a date of 1570 for F186. 

  

4.2.3 Phase 3 

During this phase some fairly substantial structural elements appear to have been 

demolished.  From the evidence of the 2005 excavation these may survive better at a 

slightly deeper level than that excavated to.  There was a lot of burnt material included in 

this phase but most of it appeared to be in quite clean discrete deposits rather than 

scattered around.  This may suggest that the burning was part of the original activity 

rather than the demolition.  Perhaps we are seeing the remnants of a forge for example.  

It was suggested in the 2005 report that the construction of the structure immediately 

below this phase may have been in the part of the 1570’s work and its demolition part of 

the 1708 improvements. 

 

4.2.4 Phase 4 

The stone drain in this phase is substantial and probably took water from the upper part 

of the castle through the E wall and out onto the rocks above Princess Street Gardens.  

The capstones of the drain that survive may have been removed and replaced, they may 

even have only been put here in phase 6 although the latter seems unlikely.  The 
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structural detail of the architectural fragments will be discussed elsewhere.  F139 and 

F140 are likely to be fills of the foundation trench, they appear to be the same distance 

from the E wall as the trench (2005-F009) was in the 2005 excavation. 

 

4.2.5 Phase 5 

During this phase the ground level has been raised and this varies from very little at the 

W end of the trench to 350mm against the E wall.  This has formed the slope that is seen 

today.  The stone lined drain also took water from the wall walk fed into it via a pipe 

onto a splash plate.  Although there was a lot of leveling in this phase there has been 

some since so the level here was about 150mm lower than it now is, although this is 

consistent and the slope is already here.  

 

4.2.6 Phase 6 

Most of the features in this phase are 20th century.  The slab surface may have been 

earlier but if so is much disturbed.  The ceramic drain has been put into the, phase 4, 

stone culvert and also disturbed the phase 5 stone lined drain in the same area.  The cut 

in the E wall has been infilled at the bottom to support the base of the pipe at the new, 

higher ground level. 
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A1 APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT LIST 

Service Trench 

No Area Description Date Phase 
F001 A-E Current surface, formed with stone setts. 03/05/07 6 
F002 A-E Concrete bonding F001. 03/05/07 6 
F003 A-E Light brown sand, bedding for F001.  03/05/07 6 
F004 A-E Band of concrete, base for F001. 03/05/07 6 
F005 B Deposit of mid grey silty sand, below F004. 

 
03/05/07 6 

F006 B Deposit of mid grey silty sand and stones, below F005. 03/05/07 5 
F007 B Electricity cable. 03/05/07 6 
F008 B Iron pipe, probably disused gas pipe. 03/05/07 6 
F009 B Cut for telephone cable box. 07/05/07 6 
F010 B Fill of F009, grey/brown sandy silt. 07/05/07 6 
F011 B Iron cover for ‘Post Office Telephones’ box. 07/05/07 6 
F012 B N wall of telecoms box, red brick pointed with pale grey 

cement. 
07/05/07 6 

F013 B Area of sub-rectangular stones at the S end of the trench. 07/05/07 5 
F014 B Two redeposited whin cobbles. 07/05/07 5 
F015 A Unexcavated deposit of light-mid grey sandy silt.  07/05/07 5 
F016 A-E Disused lead water pipe removed during the current work. 07/05/07 6 
F017 B+C Red ceramic drain pipe. 07/05/07 6 
F018 A Partially excavated cut, E side of the trench for F020. 07/05/07 6 
F019 A Fill of F018, light-mid brown sandy silt and stones. 07/05/07 6 
F020 A Black painted cast iron pipe. 07/05/07 6 
F021  Unused number 07/05/07  
F022 A-E Heavily rusted iron pipe, probably a disused waste pipe. 10/05/07 6 
F023 D E side of the trench for F022, only partially excavated. 10/05/07 6 
F024 D Fill of F023, mid grey sandy silt and stones. 10/05/07 6 
F025 D Deposit of light brown sand and mortar cut by F024. 10/05/07 5 
F026 E  Two large sandstone blocks, over F025.  13/05/07 6 
F027 E Yellow sandstone slabs that appear to be structural 

remnants. 
13/05/07 2 

F028 E Light-mid grey silty sand , make up over F029. 13/05/07 5 
F029 E Fairly flat deposit of yellow/brown sandy mortar. 13/05/07 4 
F030 E Mix of light grey silt and angular whin fragments. 13/05/07 4 
F031 E Whin blocks and yellow/light brown mortar seen in the E 

section. 
13/05/07 4 

F032 E Fairly flat surface of compacted small stones.  13/05/07 3 
F033 E Fragmentary area of compacted small stones to the S of 

F032. 
13/05/07 3 

F034 E Cut for cast iron pipe. 13/05/07 6 
F035 E Fill of F034, light-mid brown sandy silt with 20% angular 

stone fragments.    
 

13/05/07 6 

F036 E Lump of stone between F037 and F039, possibly in-situ 
bedrock. 

13/05/07 1 

F037 E Straight sided cut under the surface drain. 13/05/07 6 
F038 E Fill of F037, green sand and gravel. 13/05/07  
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No Area Description Date Phase 
F039 E Cut, on similar line to F037, N of F036. 13/05/07 6 
F040 E Fill of F039, grey/brown silty sand and stones.  13/05/07  
F041 E Rectangular cement setting. 13/05/07 6 
F042 F Deposit of mid brown clayey silt. 17/05/07 5 
F043 F Mid-dark brown sandy silt, under F042. 17/05/07 4 
F044 F Deposit of mid grey clay and stones, under F042.  17/05/07 4 
F045 F Large stone blocks seen in both sections. 17/05/07 3 
F046 F Angular stone fragments at the N end of F044. 17/05/07 4 
F047 F Surface formed with small basalt mettaling. 17/05/07 3 
F048 F Surface formed with larger basalt cobbles. 17/05/07 2 
F049 F Two patches of light brown mortar. 17/05/07 2 
F050 F Stone free mid brown sandy silt. 17/05/07 2 
F051 F Mid grey sandy silt and stones. 17/05/07 1 
F052 F Yellow light brown mortar. 17/05/07 1 
F053 F Stones laid against F054. 17/05/07 1 
F054 F Area of bedrock that may have been flattened. 17/05/07 1 
F055 F Area of stones in mid-dark grey clayey silt. 17/05/07 1 
F056 F Sub angular pieces of basalt. 17/05/07 1 
F057 F Angular strikes of bedrock. 17/05/07 1 
F058 F Basalt chunks infilling between upcrops of F057. 17/05/07 1 
F059 F Cast iron service pipe. 17/05/07 6 
F060 F Cast iron service pipe. 17/05/07 6 
F061 F Current surface in this area,  sub rectangular cobbles 

measuring 140mm by 80mm and 100mm thick on 
average.    

30/05/07 6 

F062 F Green cement. 30/05/07 6 
F063 F Bright orange sand. 30/05/07 6 
F064 F green gritty sand 30/05/07 6 
F065 F Band of concrete. 30/05/07 6 
F066 F Pit running E-W across the trench.  

 
30/05/07 6 

F067 F Fill of F066,  a series of light brown sand, grey silt and 
dark grey charcoal rich silt lenses. 

30/05/07 6 

F068 F Cast iron service pipe. 30/05/07 6 
 

Main Trench 

No Area Description Date Phase 
F101 N+S Current slabbed surface. 16/07/07 6 
F102 N+S Light brown sand, bedding for F101. 16/07/07 6 
F103 N+S Mid grey sandy silt under F102. 16/07/07 6 
F104 N Light-mid grey clayey silt deposit.  16/07/07 5 
F105 S Steep sided cut in the SW of the trench. 17/07/07 6 
F106 S Pale grey clayey silt, upper fill of F105. 17/07/07 6 
F107 S Large sandstone blocks under F106. 18/07/07 6 
F108 S Pale grey silty clay, fill of F109.  19/07/07 6 
F109 S E-W aligned cut for ceramic drain. 19/07/07 6 
F110 S Stones along the S side of F109, rounded sub angular 

cobbles. 
17/07/07 6 
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No Area Description Date Phase 
F111 S Small area of rounded stones at the W end of F112. 19/07/07 5 
F112 S Cobbles on the N side of F114. 30/07/07 5 
F113 S Cobbles on the S side of F114. 30/07/07 5 
F114 S Drain cut in the S part of the trench. 30/07/07 5 
F115 S Mortar pad in the SE corner, fill of F145. 20/07/07 5 
F116 S Stone base at the E end of F109.  20/07/07 6 
F117 S Course black sand, fill of F118. 30/07/07 6 
F118 S Cut along the S end of the trench, for a lightening 

conductor. 
30/07/07 6 

F119 S Loose mixed deposit filling F120. 30/07/07 6 
F120 S Cut in the SW part of the trench. 30/07/07 6 
F121 S Capstones over F122 and F123. 23/07/07 4 
F122 S S wall of stone drain. 31/07/07 4 
F123 S N wall of stone drain. 31/07/07 4 
F124 S Stone slab within the stone drain. 30/07/07 6 
F125 N Fairly loose yellow/brown mortar and sand. 23/07/07 4 
F126 N Stone surface in the NW corner of the trench. 23/07/07 2 
F127 N Burnt deposit E of F126. 23/07/07 3 
F128 N Grey clayey silt S of F127. 23/07/07 3 
F129 N Flat slab, possible drain base. 23/07/07 3 
F130 N N wall, possible drain base. 23/07/07 3 
F131 N S wall, possible drain base. 23/07/07 3 
F132 N Mid grey sandy silt around F129-131. 23/07/07 3 
F133 N Deposit of mid brown sandy silt. 23/07/07 3 
F134 N Possible kerb to F126. 23/07/07 2 
F135 N Angular stone fragments immediately N of 2005 trench. 23/07/07 4 
F136 N Burnt deposit S of F138. 23/07/07 3 
F137 N Burnt deposit N of F138.  23/07/07 3 
F138 N Mortar filling slot F146, immediately N of 2005 trench.  23/07/07 3 
F139 N Mortar deposit E of F138. 23/07/07 4 
F140 N Possible foundation trench in the NE corner of the 

trench. 
30/07/07 4 

F141 N Lump of stones and light brown mortar, possible 
structural remains. 

30/07/07 3 

F142 N Lump of stones and light brown mortar, possible 
structural remains. 

30/07/07 3 

F143 N Light brown mortar between F141 and F142. 30/07/07 4 
F144 N Light brown mortar W of F142. 30/07/07 3 
F145 S Cut for F115. 30/07/07 5 
F146 N Cut for F138. 30/07/07 3 
F147 S Loose mid grey silt under F113 within F114. 31/07/07 5 
F148 S Mix of angular basalt chunks and light brown silty sand at 

E end of the trench S of 2005 excavation. 
30/07/07 5 

F149 S Mix of sub angular basalt chunks and mid-dark brown  
sandy clay under F148. 

30/07/07 4 

F150 S Mid grey sandy silt under F149. 30/07/07 4 
F151 S Mid-dark brown silty sand, fill of F152. 30/07/07 5 
F152 S N side of cut for cobbled drain. 30/07/07 5 
F153 S Two rounded sandstone blocks at the E end of F112 and 01/08/07 5 
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No Area Description Date Phase 
F113. 

F154 S Shattered bedrock and silt along the S edge of the trench. 01/08/07 5 
F155 S Light-mid grey silty clay, fill of F156. 01/08/07 4 
F156 S S side of the cut for the stone drainage culvert. 01/08/07 4 
F157 S Mid grey sandy silt, fill of F157. 01/08/07 4 
F158 S N side of the cut for the stone drainage culvert. 01/08/07 4 
F159 S Dark grey clayey silt seen in the edge of cut F158. 01/08/07 2 
F160 S Rubble and mortar within F159. 01/08/07 2 
F161 S Early cobbled surface cut by F159. 01/08/07 1 
F162 S Orange sand below F161. 01/08/07 1 
F163 N+S Upstanding E wall. 01/08/07 4 
F164 S Cast iron pipe on F163. 02/08/07 6 
F165 S Drain aperture under F170. 02/08/07 4 
F166 S Cut in the E wall for F164. 02/08/07 5 
F167 S Stone infill in F166. 02/08/07 6 
F168 S Stone infill in F166. 02/08/07 6 
F169 S Howk in the face of F163. 02/08/07 5 
F170 S Cap of stone culvert running under F163. 02/08/07 4 
F171 S Reused window fragment within F121. 02/08/07 4 
F172 S Architectural fragment W of F171 within F121. 07/08/07 4 
F173 S  Black silty clay over F122. 07/08/07 4 
F174 S Rubble infill of stone drainage culvert. 07/08/07 6 
F175 S Black silty clay under F174. 07/08/07 6 
F176 S Pale grey silt and sand below F175. 07/08/07 6 
F177 S Black silty clay under F176. 07/08/07 6 
F178 S Pale grey silt and mortar below F177. 07/08/07 2 
F179 S Mortar along the S side of the trench, cut by F156. 07/08/07 4 
F180 S Cut of linear feature immediately S of the 2005 trench. 07/08/07 3 
F181 S Loose yellow/light brown mortar, fill of F180.  07/08/07 3 
F182 S Fairly loose light-mid brown silty sand. 07/08/07 3 
F183 S Dark grey silt with ash, coal and charcoal throughout. 07/08/07 3 
F184 S Large yellow sandstone slab laid flat. 07/08/07 3 
F185 S Loose grey/black coal, charcoal and ash mix. 07/08/07 3 
F186 S Fairly flat surface of small basalt chunks. 07/08/07 2 
F187 S Fairly compact mid brown silty clay under F186. 07/08/07 2 
F188 S W edge of early stone surface. 07/08/07 1 
F189 S Mid-dark brown clayey silt under F187. 07/08/07 2 
F190 S Mid-dark grey silty sand cut by F182. 07/08/07 3 
F191 S Stone possibly associated with F184. 07/08/07 3 
F192 S Pale grey concrete below slabs at F105. 07/08/07 6 
F193 S Light-mid brown clayey silt.  07/08/07 6 
F194 S Copper strip, lightening conductor. 07/08/07 6 
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2005 Trial Trench 

No Description 
2005-F001 Current slab surface. 
2005-F002 Light brown sand, bedding for 2005-F001. 
2005-F003 Mid grey silty clay with occasional small stones. 
2005-F004 Light-mid grey slightly clayey silt with occasional stones. 
2005-F005 Angular rubble with occasional patches of mid brown clayey loam. 
2005-F006 Yellow/light brown mortar. 
2005-F007 Black charcoal rich silt. 
2005-F008 Fill of 2005-F009. 
2005-F009 Cut at E end of trench, foundation trench. 
2005-F010 Mid grey silty clay and angular basalt chips. 
2005-F011 Basalt cobbled surface. 
2005-F012 Stone and mortar construction to the E of 2005-F013.  
2005-F013 Drain capstones. 
2005-F014 Stone and mortar construction to the W of 2005-F013. 
2005-F015 Flat area of compacted stones to the W of 2005-F013. 
2005-F016 Sub angular basalt slabs in eastern half of trench. 
2005-F017 Large flat slab, possible part of same feature as 2005-F016. 
2005-F018 Line of basalt blocks at the base of cut 2005-F009. 
2005-F019 Cut to the E of 2005-F019, at the base of 2005-F009. 
2005-F020 Upper fill of 2005-F019. 
2005-F021 Wall that forms the eastern limit of the trench, E wall of wall walk. 
2005-F022 Lower fill of 2005-F019. 
2005-F023 Masonry at the base of 2005-F019 appeared to be structural remains. 
2005-F024 Primary fill of 2005-F009. 
2005-F025 Same as 2005-F021. 
2005-F026 Rectangular sandstone slabs forming the majority of the current wall-walk. 
2005-F027 Squared grey sandstone blocks within 2005-F026. 
2005-F028 Corbelling seen toward the top of 2005-F021. 
2005-F029 Slabs over 2005-F028.   
2005-F030 Sandstone blocks in S part of recorded area of wall, may be remains of 2005-F029. 
2005-F031 Upper fill of drain, mid grey silt. 
2005-F032 Lower fill of drain, grey sandy silt.  
2005-F033 E wall of drain 2005-F035. 
2005-F034 W wall of drain 2005-F035. 
2005-F035 Drain aperture. 
2005-F036 Clay forming the base of 2005-F035. 
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A2 APPENDIX 2: DRAWING LIST 

Service Trench 

No Area Type Description Scale 
1 A+B Plan Plan of areas A+B, F007, F008 and F113-116. 1:20 
2 C  Plan  Plan of area C, F016 and F022. 1:20 
3 D+E Plan  Area D and the S end of E, F022-026. 1:20 
4 D  Plan Central part of area D, F033 and F035. 1:20 
5 D Plan N end of area D, F029, F036-038 and F041.  1:20 
6 F Plan S end of area F, F045, F047-050. 1:20 
7 F Plan Central part of area F, F050-052. 1:20 
8 F Plan N end of area F, F053-060.  1:20 
9 B Elevation S end of W elevation, F001-005 and F007. 1:20 
10 B  Elevation  N end of W section, F001-012. 1:20 
11 C Elevation E section at F027. 1:20 
12 F Elevation N end of the E section, F042, F043, F062, F063 and F065. 1:20 
13 F Elevation Central part of the E elevation, F042, F044, F046, F063 and 

F064. 
1:20 

14 F Elevation N part of E elevation, F042, F044 and F063.  1:20 
15 E Elevation N part of E elevation. 1:20 
16 E Elevation S part of E elevation. 1:20 
 

Main Trench 

No Area Type Description Scale 
1 N Plan Phase 5 and 6 drains with deposits 148-150 to the N of them 

and 115, 117, 118 and 120 to the S. 
1:20 

2 N+S Plan Phase 2 and3 features to the N, drain cap 121 emerging to the 
S. 

1:20 

3 S  Plan Phase 1-3 features in the S part of the trench, drain cap 121 has 
been removed. 

1:20 

4 S Plan  Smaller stones over drain caps 171 and 172. 1:20 
5 S  Elevation  N-S section through the phase 4 drain.   1:10 
6 S Elevation Cut 166 in the E wall with the stone culvert running into the 

wall face. 
1:20 

7 S Elevation W elevation at sump 105/107. 1:20 
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A3 APPENDIX 3: PHOTOGRAPH LIST 

Service trench 

No Area Description From Date 
1 B Lead pipe F016. S 30/04/07 
2 B Lead pipe F016. S 30/04/07 
3 B Pipes F007 and F008, stones F013 and deposit F015. S 30/04/07 
4 B Pipes F007 and F008, stones F013 and deposit  

F015. 
S 30/04/07 

5 B S end of W elevation. E 30/04/07 
6 A Deposit F015 and service pipe F020. E 03/05/07 
7 A Deposit F015, lead pipe F016 and service pipe  

F020. 
S 03/05/07 

8 B W elevation at stones  F014. E 03/05/07 
9 B W elevation at pipe F008. E 03/05/07 
10 B W elevation just to the S of the telecom box,  

F001-004 and F006. 
E 03/05/07 

11 B Telecom box, F009-012. E 03/05/07 
12 B N end of area B, F015 and F016. N 03/05/07 
13 B N end of area B and S end of area C, F015, F016  

and F022. 
NE 03/05/07 

14 C West elevation at the S end of the area.  015,  
F016 and F022. 

E 07/05/07 

15 C Central part of the area, F001-003. E 07/05/07 
16 C Detail of  F022. NE 07/05/07 
17 C Detail of  F022. NE 07/05/07 
18 C Yellow sandstone slabs F027 in the E section. W 07/05/07 
19 C Yellow sandstone slabs F027 in the E section. W 07/05/07 
20 C Detail of N block of F027. W 07/05/07 
21 C Detail of S block of F027. W 07/05/07 
22 C Yellow sandstone slabs F027 in the E section. W 07/05/07 
23 C Rusted iron drain F022. N 07/05/07 
24 C W elevation N end of area C. E 07/05/07 
25 C S end of the area.  SE 07/05/07 
26 C Cobbles F014 at the N end of the area. E 07/05/07 
27 C Cobbles F014 at the N end of the area. E 07/05/07 
28 C N end of the W elevation. E 07/05/07 
29 D Rusted pipe and the cut for it.  F022-024. S 07/05/07 
30 D Detail of F022 and F024. E 07/05/07 
31 D Detail of F022 and F024. E 07/05/07 
32  Detail of the upstanding masonry to the E of the trench at 

027, gate fittings. 
W 10/05/07 

33  Detail of the upstanding masonry to the E of the trench at 
027, gate fittings. 

W 10/05/07 

34  Detail of the upstanding masonry to the E of the trench at 
027, gate fittings. 

W 10/05/07 

35 C Yellow sandstone slabs F027 in the E section. W 10/05/07 
36 C Yellow sandstone slabs F027 in the E section with the 

upstanding masonry to the E of the trench. 
W 10/05/07 

37  Detail of the upstanding masonry to the E of the trench at W 10/05/07 
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No Area Description From Date 
027, gate fittings. 

38  Detail of the upstanding masonry to the E of the trench at 
027, gate fittings. 

W 10/05/07 

39  Detail of the upstanding masonry to the E of the trench at 
027, gate fittings. 

W 10/05/07 

40 C E elevation at the N end of the area. W 10/05/07 
41 C E elevation at the N end of the area. W 10/05/07 
42 C Backfilling trench C. NE 10/05/07 
43 E E elevation of the trench at F033. W 15/05/07 
44 E E elevation of the trench at F038 W 15/05/07 
45  Ruined photo, looking under drain between areas E and F.  15/05/07 
46 E Surface F032 emerging at the N end of the trench. E 16/05/07 
47 E Surface F032 emerging at the N end of the trench. W 16/05/07 
48 E Surface F033. S 16/05/07 
49 E E elevation. W 16/05/07 
50 E E elevation S of F031. W 16/05/07 
51 E E elevation at F031. W 16/05/07 
52 E E elevation at F031. W 16/05/07 
53 E E elevation N of F031. W 16/05/07 
54 E Detail of F032. SE 16/05/07 
55 E Detail of F032. SE 16/05/07 
56 E Detail of F032. E 16/05/07 
57 E E end of trench, mortar F029. NW 16/05/07 
58 E F041 in the W elevation. E 16/05/07 
59 E Surface F033. SE 16/05/07 
60 E Detail of surface F033. SE 16/05/07 
61 F N end of trench.  Pipes F059 and F060 and bedrock F057. SE 25/05/07 
62 F Bedrock and possible infill, F058 and F057. NE 25/05/07 
63 F Bedrock and possible infill, F058 and F057. NE 25/05/07 
64 F Detail of F056 and F057. NE 25/05/07 
65 F Stones F055. NE 25/05/07 
66 F Stones F055 and bedrock F054. NE 25/05/07 
67 F F054 with F053 to the S. NE 25/05/07 
68 F Mortar and stones F052.  NE 25/05/07 
69 F N end of deposit F051. NE 25/05/07 
70 F S end of deposit F051. NE 25/05/07 
71 F S end of deposit F051. NE 25/05/07 
72 F N edge of surface F048. NE 25/05/07 
73 F Central part of surface F048. NE 25/05/07 
74 F Central part of surface F048. NE 25/05/07 
75 F Central part of surface F048. NE 25/05/07 
76 F S end of surface F048. NE 25/05/07 
77 F S end of surface F048. NE 25/05/07 
78 F S end of surface F048. NE 25/05/07 
79 F N edge of surface F047. NE 25/05/07 
80 F Central part of surface F047. NE 25/05/07 
81 F S end of surface F047. NE 25/05/07 
82  General shot of line of trench from the Portcullis. SW 25/05/07 

 - 37 -  



 

No Area Description From Date 
83  General shot of line of trench from the Portcullis. SW 25/05/07 
84  General shot of line of trench from the Portcullis. SW 25/05/07 
85  General shot of line of trench from the Portcullis. SW 25/05/07 
86  General shot of line of trench from the Portcullis. SW 25/05/07 
87  General shot of line of trench from the Portcullis. SW 25/05/07 
88 F Surface F047. NW 29/05/07 
89 F Surface F047. NW 29/05/07 
90 F Surface F047. S 29/05/07 
91 F Surface F048. NW 29/05/07 
92 F Surface F048. NW 29/05/07 
93 F Surface F048. NW 29/05/07 
94 F Detail of the S end of F048. W 29/05/07 
95 F Deposit F051. NW 29/05/07 
96 F Mortar and stones, F052 and F053. W 29/05/07 
97 F Stones F055 and F056. SW 29/05/07 
98 F Bedrock F057 with F056. NW 29/05/07 
99 F Bedrock F057 with F056. W 29/05/07 
100 F Bedrock F057 with F056. NW 29/05/07 
101 F Burning in the E section. W 29/05/07 
102 F Burning in the E section. W 29/05/07 
103 F Detail of the burning in the E section. W 29/05/07 
104 F Detail of the burning in the E section. W 29/05/07 
105  General shot around the area of the Portcullis on a rainy day.  30/05/07 
106  General shot around the area of the Portcullis on a rainy day.  30/05/07 
107  General shot around the area of the Portcullis on a rainy day.  30/05/07 
108  General shot around the area of the Portcullis on a rainy day.  30/05/07 
 

Main Trench 

No Area Description From Date 
1 S Trench from the “Lang Stair” phase 5 and 6 drains, F109 and 

F114. 
W 17/07/07 

2 S Trench from the “Lang Stair” phase 5 and 6 drains, F109 and 
F114. 

W 17/07/07 

3 S Trench from the “Lang Stair” phase 5 and 6 drains, F109 and 
F114. 

W 17/07/07 

4 S Trench from the “Lang Stair” phase 5 and 6 drains, F109 and 
F114. 

NE 17/07/07 

5 S Detail of phase 5 and 6 drains, F109 and F114.  S 17/07/07 
6 N+S Detail of phase 5 and 6 drains, F109 and F114 and F004 

removed from N part of the trench. 
S 17/07/07 

7 N+S Deposit F004 removed. E 18/07/07 

8 S Slabs F007 within sump F005. E 19/07/07 
9 N+S Detail of phase 5 and 6 drains, F109 and F114 and F004 

removed from N part of the trench. 
E 19/07/07 

10 S Phase 5 and 6 drains and the sump, F105-113. E 19/07/07 
11 S Phase 5 and 6 drains and the sump, F105-113. N 19/07/07 
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No Area Description From Date 
12 S Phase 5 and 6 drains and the sump, F105-113. NE 30/07/07 
13 S W end of the drains F105-113. E 30/07/07 
14 S E end of the drains F108-113. E 30/07/07 
15 S Inside drain, useless.  20/07/07 
16 S Inside drain, useless.  20/07/07 
17 S Detail of the drains F108-113 and F116. W 30/07/07 
18 S Detail of F116. W 30/07/07 
19 S General shot, ceramic drain mostly removed and the culvert 

beginning to emerge.   
W 30/07/07 

20 S Ceramic drain F108 removed. W 23/07/07 
21 S Detail of F109 with F108 removed, F171 emerging. W 31/07/07 
22 S Capstone 171 emerging. N 31/07/07 
23 S Capstone F171 emerging. W 31/07/07 
24 S Void under capstones F121. SW 30/07/07 
25 S Slab F124 lying within the stone culvert. SE 23/07/07 
26 S Slab F124 lying within the stone culvert. N 23/07/07 
27 S Void F165 under F121. SW 23/07/07 
28 N General view of phase 3 features in the N past of the trench. W 23/07/07 
29 N General view of phase 3 features in the N past of the trench. W 23/07/07 
30 N General view of phase 3 features in the N past of the trench. W 23/07/07 
31 N Detail of slots and mortar, F136-138, with masonry F141. W 23/07/07 
32 N Phase 2 surface F126, also shows features F136-138 and F141. E 23/07/07 
33 N Phase 2 surface F126, also shows features F136-138 and F141. E 23/07/07 
34 N Phase 2 surface F126, also shows features F136-138 and F141. E 23/07/07 
35 N Detail of surface F126. E 23/07/07 
36 N Detail of possible drain fragment, F129-131.  E 23/07/07 
37 N Detail of surface F126.  23/07/07 
38 N Detail of surface F126. S 23/07/07 
39 S Cut F145 in the Se corner of the trench. W 23/07/07 
40 S Cut F145 in the Se corner of the trench. W 23/07/07 
41 S Sump F116 in F109. E 23/07/07 
42 S Sump F116 in F109. E 23/07/07 
43 S Detail of pipe F108 lying within the stone culvert. W 23/07/07 
44 S Stones at F116 with cut holes in their upper faces. Above 23/07/07 
45 S F116, F124 and the E end of the stone culvert. N 23/07/07 
46 S Lightening conductor in the SW corner. E 23/07/07 
47 S Mortar pad in the SE corner of the trench. S 31/07/07 

48 S Stone culvert running into the E wall. W 30/07/07 
49 S Detail of the stone culvert running into the E wall. W 30/07/07 
50 S View into the drain under the E wall. W 30/07/07 
51 S External face of the E wall with a tape hanging done to the 

level of the drain roughly 1.00m to its N.  On this frame it 
may be possible to see the blocked exit hole. 

E 30/07/07 

52 S External face of the E wall with a tape hanging done to the 
level of the drain roughly 1.00m to its N. 

E 30/07/07 

53 S External face of the E wall with a tape hanging done to the 
level of the drain roughly 1.00m to its N. 

E 01/08/07 

54  Bone knife handle.  01/08/07 
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No Area Description From Date 
55  Bone knife handle.  01/08/07 
56  Bone knife handle.  01/08/07 
57  Bone knife handle.  01/08/07 
58 S Mortar to the S of drain F122/123. S 01/08/07 
59 S Detail of the mortar to the S of drain F122/123. S 01/08/07 
60 S Detail of the mortar to the S of drain F122/123. S 01/08/07 
61 S Drain caps F171 and F172 with phase 6 sump to the N. S 01/08/07 
62 S Sump F105 at slabs F107. E 01/08/07 
63 S Phase 1 surface F161 to the N of F171/172. E 01/08/07 
64 S Phase 1 surface F161 to the N of F171/172. E 02/08/07 
65 S Ceramic pipe and slab F024 within stone drainage culvert. E 02/08/07 
66 S Capstone F172. E 02/08/07 
67 S N edge of stones F171 and F172. N 02/08/07 
68 S Capstone F172. W 02/08/07 
69 S Phase 1 surface F161. N 02/08/07 
70 S Phase 1 surface F161. N 02/08/07 
71 S Cut for the S edge of the culvert. W 02/08/07 
72 S Mortar over the S wall of the culvert. SW 07/08/07 
73 S Detail of capstone F171. E 07/08/07 
74 S Detail of capstones F171 and F172. W 07/08/07 
75 S Detail of capstones F171 and F172. N 07/08/07 
76 S Rubble infill within the stone culvert. E 07/08/07 
77 S E edge of F171, F172 removed. E 07/08/07 
78 S E edge of F171, F172 removed. Shows rubble under the slab. E 07/08/07 
79 S Sondage though the fills of the culvert, part excavated. W 07/08/07 
80 S Sondage though the fills of the culvert, part excavated. W 07/08/07 
81 S Sondage though the fills of the culvert, post excavation. W 07/08/07 
82 S Sondage though the fills of the culvert, post excavation. W 07/08/07 
83 S Sondage though the fills of the culvert, post excavation. E 07/08/07 
84 S N side wall of the culvert. S 07/08/07 
85 S S side wall of the culvert. N 07/08/07 
86 S General view of the S part of site, post excavation.  NE 07/08/07 
87 S General view of the S part of site, post excavation.  NE 07/08/07 
88 S NW part of S area post excavation. E 07/08/07 
89 S NW part of S area post excavation. E 07/08/07 
90 S SW corner post excavation. SE 07/08/07 
91 S  S end of the trench post excavation. NE 07/08/07 
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A4 APPENDIX 4: LIST OF SAMPLES 

 

No Context Bags Description 
1 F127 2 Burnt deposit. 
2 F138 1 Mortar fill. 
3 F136 1 Burnt/coal deposit. 
4 F173 1 Drain fill. 
5 F132 2 Phase 3 deposit. 
6 F175 1 Drain Fill. 
7 F159 2 Phase 2 deposit. 
8 F176 2 Drain fill. 
9 F177 2 Primary drain fill. 
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A5 APPENDIX 5: FINDS LIST 

Service Trench 
Box 
No. 

Bag 
No. 

Site Date Material(s) Quantity Context Photo 
DCSN 

Other 
info? 

1213 1213-
001 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Green glaze 
pottery 

3 015 2470  

1213 1213-
002 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Animal bone 6 015 2471  

1213 1213-
003 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Green glaze 
pottery 

3 042 2472  

1213 1213-
004 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Animal teeth 4 042 2473  

1213 1213-
005 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Animal bone 27 042 2474  

1213 1213-
006 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Green glaze 
pottery 

4 028 2475  

1213 1213-
007 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Animal teeth 3 028 2476  

1213 1213-
008 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Animal bone 11 028 2477  

1213 1213-
009 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Green glaze 
pottery 

1 043 2478 
2479 

 

1213 1213-
010 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Brick/tile 2 043 2480  

1213 1213-
011 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Animal bone 10 043 2482  

1213 1213-
012 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Animal bone 61 005 2483 
2484 

 

1213 1213-
013 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Green glaze 
pottery 

2 005 2485  
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Box 
No. 

Bag 
No. 

Site Date Material(s) Quantity Context Photo 
DCSN 

Other 
info? 

1213 1213-
014 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Cream and 
blue and 
white glaze 
pottery 

2 005 2486  

1213 1213-
015 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Clay pipe 
stem 

2 005 2487  

1213 1213-
016 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Terracotta 
plant pot 

1 005 2488  

1213 1213-
017 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Oyster shell 1 005 2489  

1213 1213-
018 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Animal teeth 5 005 2490  

1213 1213-
019 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Roof slate 1 005 2491  

1213 1213-
020 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Animal teeth 
Animal tooth 
+ jaw 

3 
1 

006 2492  

1213 1213-
021 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Green glaze 
pottery 

5 006 2493  

1213 1213-
022 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Animal bone 7 006 2494  

1213 1213-
023 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Green glaze 
pottery 

2 035 2495  

1213 1213-
024 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Cream glaze 
pottery 

2 035 2496  

1213 1213-
025 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Clay pipe 
bowl 

1 035 2497 
2498 

With stamp  

1213 1213-
026 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Oyster shell, 
Whelk shell, 
winkle shell 

4 035 2499  

1213 1213-
027 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Animal bone 11 035 2500  
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Box 
No. 

Bag 
No. 

Site Date Material(s) Quantity Context Photo 
DCSN 

Other 
info? 

1213 1213-
028 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Iron object, 
tool tang and 
blade 
(incomplete) 

1 006 2501  

1213 1213-
029 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Iron nail 1 005 2502  

1213 1213-
030 

Edinburgh 
Castle 
Service 
Trench  

May 2007 Iron object, 
curved, 
possibly part 
of a cannon. 
Weight: 
1470g 

1 042 2503  

 

 

Main Trench 

Box 
No. 

Bag 
No. 

Site Date Material(s) Quantity Context Photo 
DCSN 

Other 
info? 

1216 1216-
001 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July 30 

2007 
Decorated 
bone knife 
handle. 

1 147 2564 
2565 

 

1216 1216-
002 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July 30 

2007 
Metal buckle 
and 
fragments of 
leather belt. 

1 147 2563  

1216 1216-
003 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Architectural 
Fragment – 
Window sill 
with glazing 
groove and 
mullion base. 

1  2592 
2593 
2594 
2595 
2596 
2598 
2601 
2602 

Located at 
the 
Edinburgh 
Castle 
Masons 
Yard. 
Partially 
clawed 
back, with 
mortar and 
possibly 
plaster 
overlying 
the clawed 
back 
surface. 

1216 1216-
004 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe 
object/slag 

4 106   

1216 1216-
005 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe objects 8 159   

1216 1216-
006 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe nails 4 103   

1216 1216-
007 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe objects 9 103   
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Box 
No. 

Bag 
No. 

Site Date Material(s) Quantity Context Photo 
DCSN 

Other 
info? 

1216 1216-
008 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe nail 1 175   

1216 1216-
009 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe objects 2 154   

1216 1216-
010 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe nail 1 105   

1216 1216-
011 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe objects 4 147   

1216 1216-
012 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe 
slag/objects 

3 174  One piece 
has a 
copper 
wire 
trapped in 
it. 

1216 1216-
013 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe 
slag/objects 

7 176   

1216 1216-
014 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe nail 1 115   

1216 1216-
015 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe objects 3 149   

1216 1216-
016 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Cream and 
brown 
glazed 
pottery with 
Fe fixture 

1 176   

1216 1216-
017 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe nail 1 193   

1216 1216-
018 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Fe object 1 103   

1216 1216-
019 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Coin 1 117   

1216 1216-
020 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Pb object 1 103   

1216 1216-
021 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Cu Strip 1 103   

1216 1216-
022 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Vessel glass 5 106   

1216 1216-
023 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Vessel glass 1 177   

1216 1216-
024 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Vessel glass 6 176   
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Box 
No. 

Bag 
No. 

Site Date Material(s) Quantity Context Photo 
DCSN 

Other 
info? 

1216 1216-
025 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Window 
glass 

11 147   

1216 1216-
026 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Window 
glass 

4 115   

1216 1216-
027 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Window 
glass 

3 106   

1216 1216-
028 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Window 
glass 

1 103   

1216 1216-
029 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Window 
glass 

8 103   

1216 1216-
030 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Window 
glass 

6 108   

1216 1216-
031 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Vessel glass 1 108   

1216 1216-
032 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug  
2007 

Vessel glass 1 177   
 

1217 1217-
001 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 10 174   

1217 1217-
002 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 3 108   

1217 1217-
003 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 3 115   

1217 1217-
004 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 10 148   

1217 1217-
005 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 2 176   

1217 1217-
006 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 28 193   

1217 1217-
007 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 12 103   

1217 1217-
008 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone and 
teeth 

12 147   

1217 1217-
009 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 13 108   

1217 1217-
010 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 22 103   

1217 1217-
011 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone and 
tooth 

10 154   
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Box 
No. 

Bag 
No. 

Site Date Material(s) Quantity Context Photo 
DCSN 

Other 
info? 

1217 1217-
012 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 2 140   

1217 1217-
013 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 4 111   

1217 1217-
014 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone and 
tooth 

14 104   

1217 1217-
015 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 3 159   

1217 1217-
016 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 9 104   

1217 1217-
017 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 3 105   

1217 1217-
018 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone and 
teeth 

34 149   

1217 1217-
019 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 9 150   

1217 1217-
020 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 8 106   

1217 1217-
021 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 16 175   

1217 1217-
022 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone 5 154   

1217 1217-
023 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone and 
tooth 

5 103   

1217 1217-
024 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk  

July/Aug 
2007 

Bone and 
teeth 

6 103   

1218 1218-
001 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stem 

2 106   

1218 1218-
002 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stems and 
clay pipe 
bowl 

5 159   

1218 1218-
003 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stem 

1 106   

1218 1218-
004 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stems and 
clay pipe 
bowl 

8 176  Bowl is 
embossed 
with a fleur 
des lis 
pattern. 

1218 1218-
005 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stem 

1 103   
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Box 
No. 

Bag 
No. 

Site Date Material(s) Quantity Context Photo 
DCSN 

Other 
info? 

1218 1218-
006 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stem and 
clay pipe 
bowl 
fragment 

2 147   

1218 1218-
007 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stems 

6 105   

1218 1218-
008 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stems 

2 103   

1218 1218-
009 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stems 

9 106   

1218 1218-
010 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stems 

2 149   

1218 1218-
011 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stem 

1 108   

1218 1218-
012 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stem 

1 150   

1218 1218-
013 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stems 

3 103   

1218 1218-
014 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stem 

1 103   

1218 1218-
015 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Clay pipe 
stem 

1 117   

1218 1218-
016 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

China plate 
rim with blue 
flower 
pattern 

1 175   

1218 1218-
017 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Brown 
glazed 
pottery 

2 106   

1218 1218-
018 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Brown 
glazed 
pottery 

1 174   

1218 1218-
019 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Brown 
glazed teapot 
spout 

1 147   

1218 1218-
020 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Brown 
glazed 
pottery rim 

1 115  Might be 
rim of 
teapot 
spout in 
bag 1218-
019 

1218 1218-
021 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Cream 
glazed 
pottery/chin
a 

3 147   

1218 1218-
022 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

White china 1 174   
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Box 
No. 

Bag 
No. 

Site Date Material(s) Quantity Context Photo 
DCSN 

Other 
info? 

1218 1218-
023 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Cream and 
blue and 
white glazed 
china 

13 106   

1218 1218-
024 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Cream, green 
and brown 
glazed plate 
rim. 

1 176  Printed in 
centre of 
the plate is 
the phrase 
“frugality 
……Indust
ry a 
goo……” 

1218 1218-
025 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Cream glaze, 
brown 
glazed and 
blue and 
white glazed 
pottery. 

9 176   

1218 1218-
026 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Purple and 
beige glazed 
pottery. 

6 104  All 
fragments 
may be 
from the 
same 
vessel. 

1218 1218-
027 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Blue and 
white china 
rim. 

1 103   

1218 1218-
028 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Blue and 
white glazed 
china and 
yellow/blue/
white pottery 

1 106   

1218 1218-
029 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glaze 
pottery 

4 105  One 
fragment 
of base, 
one rim. 

1218 1218-
030 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

2 104   

1218 1218-
031 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

1 106   

1218 1218-
032 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

2 104   

1218 1218-
033 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

4 154  Early 
Medieval 
pottery 

1218 1218-
034 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

1 177   

1218 1218-
035 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

1 159   

1218 1218-
036 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

1 154   
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Box 
No. 

Bag 
No. 

Site Date Material(s) Quantity Context Photo 
DCSN 

Other 
info? 

1218 1218-
037 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

8 147   

1218 1218-
038 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

9 103   

1218 1218-
039 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

1 111   

1218 1218-
040 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

5 193   

1218 1218-
041 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

1 115   

1218 1218-
042 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

7 108   

1218 1218-
043 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

2 106   

1218 1218-
044 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green glazed 
pottery 

2 117   

1218 1218-
045 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Brown and 
cream glazed 
pottery 

3 103   

1219 1219-
001 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Black gun 
flint, 28mm 
x 29mm 

1 176   

1219 1219-
002 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Window 
glass 

1 174  Appears to 
be modern 

1219 1219-
003 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Window 
glass 

2 111  Appears to 
be modern 

1219 1219-
004 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Window 
glass 

2 176  Appears to 
be modern 

1219 1219-
005 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Green bottle 
glass 

1 147   

1219 1219-
006 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Oyster shell 1 154   

1219 1219-
007 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Oyster shell 1 103   

1219 1219-
008 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Plaster 1 103   

1219 1219-
009 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Brick/tile 
fragment 

1 111   

1219 1219-
010 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Brick/tile 
fragment 

3 108   
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Box 
No. 

Bag 
No. 

Site Date Material(s) Quantity Context Photo 
DCSN 

Other 
info? 

1219 1219-
011 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Brick 1 174   

1219 1219-
012 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

 Fe Slag 2 103   

1219 1219-
013 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Slag 4 106   

1219 1219-
014 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Slag 2 103   

1219 1219-
015 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Slag 4 108   

1219 1219-
016 

Edinburgh 
Castle AV 
Kiosk 

July/Aug 
2007 

Blue glass 
slag 

1 106   
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A6 APPENDIX 6: ILLUSTRATIONS 

 

 

Figure 1 - Location 
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Figure 2 - Areas A & B 
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Figure 3 - Area C 
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Figure 4 - Area D 
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Figure 5 - Area E (main part) 
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Figure 6 - Area E (N end) 
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Figure 7 - Area F (central part) 
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Figure 8 - Area F (NW part) 
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Figure 9 - Area F (SE part) 
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Figure 10 - East Elevation 
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Figure 11 - Main Trench (Phase 1) 
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Figure 12 - Main Trench (Phase 2) 
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Figure 13 - Main Trench (Phase 3) 
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Figure 14 - Main Trench (Phase 4) 
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Figure 15 - Main Trench (Phase 5 & 6) 
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Figure 16 - W facing section across early drain 
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Figure 17 - Trial Trench S Section 
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