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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Following the initial stage of survey and trial excavation at Fort Charlotte carried out by 

Kirkdale  Archaeology  in  September  2006,  a  second  stage  of  trial  trenching  was 

undertaken to expose the remaining sections of the E wall in advance of piling work to 

strengthen the wall. 

Eight  trial  trenches  were  excavated  adjacent  to  the  interior  face  of  the  E wall.  The 

trenches  were  located  over  the  sites  of  various  18th Century  –  20th Century  buried 

structures within the fort, the probable locations of which were devised from a series of 

historic plans of the fort. The objective of this work was to investigate the archaeological 

remains of the structures and to check the accuracy of the plans, particularly in the areas 

of  hidden  gun  platforms  4  and  5,  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  piles  avoided  such 

structures.

This stage of the work was carried out between the 18th – 22nd June 2007.
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2.0 SUMMARY OF PHASES

Phase 1: The lower walling 1665 – 1701.

Phase 2: The later bank and wall 1783-1811, Ordnance Map, the earth bunds.

Phase 3: Raising the stone ramparts and other earthworks 1883-1925.

Phase 4: Structure on the 1927 and 1934 drawings and the Second World War buildings.

Phase 5: Demolition and landscaping 1963.

Phase 6: The recent excavations 1992.
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3.0 DESCRIPTION

Trench 1
This trench was located at  the  N extent of  the  investigation,  immediately  N of gun 

platform 8. Measuring 2.00m N-S by 1.00m wide and 850mm deep, it was positioned in 

order to locate the 1992 trench excavated at the site of gun platform 8.

Excavation commenced with the removal of Topsoil F100, a dark grey silty clay with a 

few small stones, up to 80mm deep. Beneath this the E edge of the 1992 trench (F104) 
was visible as a vertical edge against the E wall of the fort. The upper fill of the trench 

was a dark grey silty clay  (F101)  measuring between 300mm and 350mm thick, with 

frequent stones and flecks of blaze coal and mortar. This fill also contained a mixture of 

Early 20th Century – Late 20th Century finds as well as two fragments of clay pipe stem. 

Beneath this  was a  second fill (F102);  a  250mm thick deposit  of  pale grey silt  with 

patches of sand throughout,  and approximately 40% of (F102) was rubble. The rubble 

consisted of small-medium angular stones concentrated mainly along the E side of the 

fill against the E battery wall.  Beneath (F102) was the primary fill of trench cut (F104), 
a clean beach sand (F103), that bottomed on to polythene. The three fills of trench cut 

(F104), account for the vast majority of material excavated from trench 1.

At the N end of the trench were the remains of an E-W aligned wall (F107) built from 

sandstone blocks bonded with concrete, measuring 400mm wide, by 150mm (at least 

two courses) high continuing W beyond the limit of excavation. This wall was evident 

protruding  through the turf  before  excavation  began.  At  its  E end wall  (F107) was 

constructed on top of concrete plinth (F106), measuring 500mm E-W, by 350mm wide, 

by 60mm thick.  A 60mm diameter  iron pipe  (F105) was set  vertically  into concrete 

plinth (F106) in the NE corner of the trench.

At the S end of the trench there was a cut (F109) seen only in section, starting against 

the  E battery  wall  and sloping to the  W running  across  footing  stones  (F111) to  a 

maximum depth of 450mm and continuing beyond the W limit of excavation. Within the 

trench (F109) has been cut through by the 1992 trench (F104). The fill of (F109) was a 

loose  mixture  of  sand,  cement,  stone  and  slate  (F108) with  an  iron  spike  (F108) 
projecting into the trench from within the fill.
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Much of the E battery wall  was visible before the excavation of Trench 1,  this  was 

mainly  (F113), a construction of rectangular blocks of stone 500mm long, by 200mm 

thick on average bonded with cement, with a horizontal line of bitumen (F114) 1.60m 

long, 600mm above the turf line. To the S of this beyond a vertical break in the E battery 

wall is an earlier phase of wall  (F110),  a construction of roughly coursed rectangular 

blocks 450mm, by 250mm on average bonded with a pale grey mortar containing many 

shell fragments. 

Following the excavation of Trench 1 it was revealed that early wall (F110) formed the 

whole base of the E battery wall, continuing under (F113). At the S end of the trench a 

series of at least five sandstone blocks  (F111) (the base was not revealed) bonded into 

(F110), 750mm high, projecting 350mm W from the face of (F110) was exposed. Two 

of these blocks had very rough N faces.  Just to the N of (F111) at the base of (F110) 
there  was  a  single  stone  (F112) projecting  80mm W from the  face  of  (F110).  The 

pointing around (F112) was similar to that around (F110) and (F111).

Trench 2
This trench was positioned just to the N of gun platform 7, extending 2.00m W from the 

E wall, by 1.00m wide, by up to 410mm deep.

Turf and mid-dark brown sandy topsoil F201 was up to 90mm thick. Beneath this there 

was a deposit of dark brown peaty loam F203, that contained a mixture of 20th Century 

finds including ring pulls, a can dated ‘best before’ 1995 and a bakelite bottle top. 

Below F201 in the W half of the trench, there was a large rounded stone block F202, 

750mm  by  600mm.  On  the  upper  face  of  this  block  there  were  a  number  of 

indentations, most likely man-made, one of which contained a strip of lead. Surrounding 

F201 there were a number of large angular stone blocks  F205  with smaller stones in 

between. F205 extended 600mm E beyond F202 and continued to the S and W beyond 

the limits of the trench. Neither F202 nor F205 were excavated. To the E of F202 and 

F205 there was a possible cut F207 visible in the S section, sealed by dark brown peaty 

loam F203.
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At the E edge of the trench, one course of roughly squared large stones (F204), levelled 

in places by small angular pinners was revealed at the base of the E battery wall. The top 

of F204 was capped with mortar and the base appeared to be a bed of small stones. To 

the W of F204 there was a deposit of fairly compact dark brown clayey peat F206, 20%-

25% of which comprised angular stones 60mm by 40mm on average.

Trench 3
This trench was located to the S of gun platform 8, 2.20m inside the E battery wall, 

3.00m N-S, by 500mm E-W by up to 700mm deep. 

Turf and mid-dark brown peaty topsoil  F301 was up to 80mm deep. Below this in the 

NW corner of the trench there was a flattish area of sandstone slabs F302 bonded with 

light brown/yellow mortar, covering an area 900mm N-S by 300mm E-W but extending 

beyond the N and W edges of the trench. Laid flat within F302 there was an iron bar 

and a strip of copper.

Immediately S of  F302 there was a compact deposit of mid-light grey silty clay  F303. 

Angular stones comprised approximately 60% of this deposit, these were mainly small 

(2mm by 2mm) but there were larger stones up to 120mm by 80mm. 

Sealed by F302 and F303, was a deposit of fairly compact mid brown clayey silt F304 up 

to  200mm in  depth  with  occasional  angular  sandstone  fragments  up  to  100mm by 

60mm. Below this there was a 50mm thick, undulating deposit of small (15mm diameter) 

sub-rounded pebbles and dark brown peaty loam F305 and sealed beneath this there was 

a fairly compact dark brown/black clayey peat F306 with a few sandstone fragments.

At the base of the trench there was an unexcavated deposit of very compact dark brown 

peat  F307. This was cut by F308, the S edge of a cut visible toward the N end of the 

trench and sloping to the N. Cut  F308  was filled by  F309,  a mixture of dark brown 

clayey silt and angular fragments of sandstone (30mm by 60mm by 20mm-100mm). Fill 

F309 was excavated to a depth of 100mm at which point sandstone block  F310  was 

revealed, the visible portion measuring over 350mm N-S and E-W but extending beyond 

both the N and W edges of the trench. Between the E edge of F310 and the E edge of 

the trench there were some smaller pieces of sandstone.
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Trench 4
This trench was placed in order to reveal the S edge of hidden gun platform 5, as this 

was not  revealed within the initial  excavated area the  trench was finally  extended to 

3.00m N-S, 950mm wide by up to 680mm deep.

Turf and mid-dark brown topsoil  F401 was between 80mm-100mm deep. Below this 

was a fairly compact deposit of dark brown sandy clay  F402 with a few small stones, 

100mm deep up to 250mm deep in the N of the trench. Below F402, with the exception 

of the N end of the trench, there was a very loose deposit of light brown/yellow sand 

403,100mm thick.

Sealed under F403, there was a fairly compact deposit of dark brown peaty clay F404 up 

to 250mm thick. This in turn sealed a fairly compact deposit of peaty clay F405, 150mm 

thick, consisting of roughly 20% small (6mm-20mm diameter) stone fragments.  F405 
overlay a series of structural deposits forming gun platform 5.  The main structure seen 

was a surface F411 formed with sub-rectangular stones, 200mm by 120mm on average, 

mortared with light brown sandy mortar containing several stone grits and some shell 

fragments. The stone surface was discontinuous throughout the trench but the mortar 

was the same.

Fairly central in the W baulk of the trench there was an area of sub-rectangular stones 

F412, 130mm by 100mm on average, with dark brown peaty clay between the stones. 

The main area of this deposit measured 900mm N-S extending 500mm into the trench 

from the W baulk overlying F411, however a few discontinuous stones most likely part 

of F412  were seen elsewhere in the trench over F411. 

In the NW corner of the trench sitting above F411 there was a rectangular stone block 

set on its edge forming the N limit of  F411 against the W baulk. This block measured 

270mm E-W by 110mm N-S by 70mm thick.

To the E of the trench, the structure of the E battery wall was revealed. Visible above 

ground level,  the upper part of the E battery wall,  F406,  consists of sub-rectangular 

blocks, 300mm by 200mm on average but up to 650mm by 350mm, will smaller stone 

8



pinners in between. F406 is approximately 1.10m high. A single line of blocks forms the 

base of F406. 

Below this, revealed below ground level, the majority of the lower E battery wall F407 
consisted of rectangular blocks, coated on their inner face with pale grey mortar/render. 

The mortar/render obscured the edges of many of the blocks but it was still clear that 

F407 was coursed. To the S of F407 and under F406 there was a vertical line of three 

stone blocks F416 450mm long by 250mm wide on average. F416 differed from F407 in 

that it had no mortar/render surface. At the base F416 there was a void 280mm high by 

140mm N-S extending 100mm into the wall where it reduced to 60mm in diameter and 

continued within the wall fabric.

Within  F407,  roughly  central  to  the  trench was  a  circular  hole  F408,  approximately 

130mm diameter at the wall face but narrowing to 70mm wide by 50mm high 1.70m 

within the fabric of the wall.

150mm above the base of  F407 and forming the S edge of it there was a lip of light 

brown sandy mortar F410 containing several stone grits.

At the base of the E wall directly below F408 and against  F407 was a stone free area 

(F413) of the gun platform within F411, 760mm N-E by 400mm N-S.

Trench 5 
This  trench was  located  between hidden gun platforms  4 and  5,  850mm inside  the 

easternmost point of the E wall. It was positioned here in order to investigate the bund 

thought to be in this area. The trench measured 3.00m N-S by 500mm E-W by up to 

130mm deep.

Turf and mid to dark brown topsoil F501, was up to 120mm deep. Below this there was 

a spread of angular stones F503 and under this, projecting 250mm from the E edge of 

the trench was a concrete block F502, 500mm N-S. The W and N edges of F502 were 

straight and the S one ragged. There was also a 400mm wide strip of concrete  F505, 

sealed beneath F503.
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Beneath F502, extending westwards, there was a 300mm wide band of densely packed 

small rounded pebbles F506 (20mm diameter), in a matrix of light brown/yellow sand. 

At the base of the trench, beneath all the other features there was a mix of very dark 

brown/black clayey peat F504 and some patches of sand. Within this There were some 

fragments of bottle glass visible.

Trench 6
This trench was positioned against the E wall to the N of gun platform 3, in order to 

locate the S side of hidden gun platform 4. Trench 6 measured 2.30m N-S by 1.00m E-

W by up to 600mm deep.

Turf and fairly compact mid-brown sandy/silt  topsoil  F600  was up to 100mm thick. 

Beneath this, against and parallel to the E battery wall there was a straight sided pit with 

a flat base  F602  500mm wide by 400mm deep, filled with a mixture of peat, silt and 

stones F601.

Pit F602 was cut through the E side of N-S aligned cut F604. The full dimensions of the 

cut were not seen within the trench but F604 measured at least 2.30m N-S by 450mm 

wide sloping to a flat base 200mm deep. This cut was filled with compact mid-brown 

sandy  silt  F603  with  frequent  stones  (averaging  60mm  by  40mm)  and  occasional 

concrete fragments.  

Feature F604 was cut through a deposit of compact black peaty silt F605 with occasional 

small  stones  and  frequent  chunks  of  pale  yellow  mortar.  Peaty  silt  F605  was  seen 

throughout the trench and was up to 300mm deep.  Sealed beneath this  there was a 

compact  dark  grey/black  peaty  silt  and stones  F606  with  approximately  50% small-

medium angular sandstone fragments. Peaty silt  F606  was up to 250mm thick. Sealed 

beneath this  was the hidden gun platform  F610  formed from sub-rectangular  stones 

100mm by 60mm bonded with light brown/yellow mortar with many shell and angular 

stone fragment inclusions. Below the surface of F610, large voids were visible. Only the 

S edge of F610 was revealed within the trench, this edge indicated a feature increasing in 

width as it extended away from the E wall forming a basic fan shape.  Against the S edge 
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of  F610  there  was  a  compact  deposit  of  dark  brown/black  silty  peat  F611 with 

occasional small rounded pebbles. F611 was not excavated.

The upper part of the E battery wall was an un-coursed rubble build  F607  with slate 

pinners bonded with cement. Below this, revealed within the trench, the main build of 

the E wall was roughly coursed rectangular blocks of various sizes  F608  bonded with 

pale grey mortar. The upper 500mm of F608 had a vertical face, but below this to the S 

of the trench the wall then stepped into the E creating an overhang. The overhang was 

filled in with bricks and gravel.  To the N of the trench there was a rectangular hole 

(F609) constructed within F608, measuring 140mm high by 110mm wide.

Trench 7
This trench was located between gun platforms 2 and 3 in order to investigate the earth 

bund and the 1934 building shown in this area on old plans. Trench 7 measured 3.00m 

N-S by 500mm E-W by 200mm deep. 

Turf and mid brown sandy topsoil F700 was up to 100mm thick. Below this there was a 

layer of mid brown sandy silt F701 with frequent angular stone fragments and occasional 

mortar flecks. F701 was 180mm thick in the centre of the trench but only 100mm at the 

N and S end of the trench. Sealed underneath  F701 seen at the N and S ends of the 

trench there was a deposit of clean yellow/brown sand up to 100mm thick.

Beneath  F702  at the S end of the trench, there were two lumps of pale grey cement 

F703 with frequent rounded stones within.  F703 extended out to the S and E beyond 

the limits of the excavation and sloped down to the E.

In  the N 750mm of  the  trench there  was  a  very  compact  deposit  of  angular  stone 

fragments F704 (stones 60mm by 40mm on average) with concrete chunks throughout. 

F704 sat against the S face of a single sandstone block F706 at the N end of the trench 

300mm N-S by 250mm E-W by 100mm thick.

Sealed beneath F703 and F704, to the N of F704 at the limit of excavation there was a 

compact deposit of angular stone fragments (approximately 70%) and fine pale grey silt 

F705.
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Trench 8
This trench was positioned 400mm S of trench 3 in order to locate the S edge of the 

earth bund revealed in trench 3. Trench 8 measured 1.06m N-S by 460mm wide by 

300mm deep.

Turf and mid-dark brown peaty topsoil F801 was up to 90mm thick. Beneath this at the 

N end of the trench, there was a 200mm thick deposit of fairly compact mid-brown 

clayey silt F802, with occasional sandstone fragments and gritty patches of sand.

At the S end of the trench there was a deposit of mid brown silty loam and angular stone 

rubble F803 from 100mm by 50mm to up to 250mm square. Sealed beneath F802 and 

F803, there was a fairly compact dark brown/black clayey peat.
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4.0 INTERPRETATION AND OBSERVATIONS

Trench 1

Phase 1

The  earliest  features  revealed  within  the  trench  were  those  related  to  the  original 

structure for a gun emplacement. The base of the E battery wall F110, extends upwards 

at the S end of the trench, with later E wall F113 built against it. F110 is most likely the S 

edge of an in filled gun embrasure. Footings F111 are keyed into F110 and single stone 

F112 may also be a remnant of footings.

Phase 4

The 1927 drainage plan shows a store in this area and it is probably the traces of this 

building that are seen within the trench.

The upper build  F113 of the E battery wall, is the blocking of phase 1 gun embrasure 

F110.  It was pointed with cement and there were traces of whitewash  F116  over the 

surface  of blocking  F113  and wall  build  F110 which may indicate  the presence  of a 

structure built against the wall. Horizontal line of bitumen F114, also suggests a building 

against the E wall. Blocking F113 must have been in place before the construction of the 

store,  but  it  may  have  been  immediately  prior  to  its  construction  and  is  therefore 

interpreted as part of the same phase of work.

Iron pipe F105 was set into the edge of wall F106 to carry railings along the E side of the 

site; new railings have since replaced these. The railings were most likely a 20th Century 

feature,  perhaps 1930’s, and the E-W wall  F107  at the N end of the trench and the 

foundations for it, are probably of a similar date. 

Cut F109 was only seen in section (most likely because it was excavated in 1992). The 

presence of cement and an iron spike in the fill of F109 indicates that it dates to the 20th 

Century. 

Phase 6
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The latest phase identified in trench 1 was the cut (F104) and backfill  (F101- F103) of 

the trench excavated in 1992, directly below replaced turf and topsoil F100.

Trench 2

Phase 3

The earliest deposit identified was an imported peaty deposit F206 in the E of the trench 

that may be the remains of the earth bund, flattened. The earth bunds may have been 

deliberately flattened when the ramparts were heightened. The edge of the earthwork 

was not visible.

The foundations of the E wall  F204 were not fully exposed during the excavation of 

trench 2 but they were almost certainly the typical stepped foundations seen during the 

2006 excavation with peat infill below. This wall is not part of the original construction; 

it is a secondary infilling between the gun emplacements and this construction may be 

little more than stone facing.

Phase 4

Large rounded stone block  F202 surrounded by smaller stones  F205  and with a lead 

strip set in to it appears to be the NE of four supports for the flagstaff shown on the 

1927 map. F207 is the cut to house the support and F205 is the fill of this cut.

Phase 5

Turf and topsoil  F201 and make up material  F203 indicate that the ground level has 

been raised in this  area by approximately  170mm. This levelling appears  to be fairly 

recent, probably mid-late 20th Century.  It is possible that this levelling is related to the 

1992 excavation and therefore a Phase 6 development.

Trench 3

Phase 1

The earliest phase identified in trench 3 was the peat surface F307; this was interpreted 

as the ground level during the construction of the earth bund. 
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Phase 2

Sandstone block F310 may be the remnant of a N kerb along the edge of the earth bund 

with the rest having been robbed, and F308 may be a shallow cut to bed this kerb.

Phase 3

The undulating deposit of pebbles and peaty loam F305  and the make up material of 

peaty clay F306 beneath it were thought to be the remnant of an early surface.

Phase 4

In the NW corner of the trench sandstone and mortar feature F302 with an iron bar and 

copper strip set into it, may be the remains of the base for the SE of four supports for 

the  flagstaff  shown on the  1927 map,  though it  is  not  nearly  as  substantial  as  that 

identified in trench 2 (F202). Deposit F303 may be the infill of a cut to house F302.

Deposit F304 is imported material used to raise the ground level in this area and though 

it pre-dates F302 and F303 it may be part of the same phase of work.

Phase 5

Turf and topsoil F301 most likely relate to the general landscaping and demolition during 

the 1960’s.

Trench 4

Phase 1

The earliest phase of construction identified in the trench was the lower section of the E 

battery  wall  F407.  This  was  the  base  of  a  gun  embrasure,  which  created  solid 

foundations for the upper section of the E battery wall F406 above.  Circular hole F408 
half way along F407 is a drain built into the wall that continues through to the E face.

At the S end of the trench vertical line of unmortared blocks F416 may be part of a later 

structure built against  F407 but too little of this structure was seen to make a secure 

interpretation.
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A lip (F410) located 150mm above the base of F407 and forming the S edge of it marks 

the base and S edge of the gun platform.  The fact that it sits 150mm above the structure 

indicates that there was once a surface on top of the platform, probably wooden planks; 

the surviving fabric of the platform  F411 is  an uneven and discontinuous surface of 

stone unsuitable for pulling a gun over. F412 may be levelling or repairing F411.

The stone free area F413 at the base of platform F411, directly below drain F408 in the 

E wall  may be associated with  F408  but this is more likely a coincidental  gap in an 

inconsistent surface.

Stone block F414, in the NW corner of the trench, may be the remains of a kerb on the 

N edge of the platform but equally this could be fortuitously placed infill. Evidence from 

the platforms excavated in 1992 will show whether these were constructed with kerbs.

Voiding F409 in the E wall at the S end of the trench and also against the S edge of the 

gun  platform  appears  to  indicate  that  a  structure  to  the  S,  constructed  against  the 

platform, is falling away.

The gun platform was found circa 1.20m further N than plan evidence indicated and it 

was roughly 200mm wider than indicated. If there is a kerb in situ on the N edge of the 

platform then it will be wider still.

Phase 4

The upper section of the E wall  F406 is blocking the position of the gun embrasure, 

however no edges can be seen in the build. This suggests that the upper part of the wall 

has been rebuilt, perhaps during the Second World War.

Phase 5

Deposits F404 and F405 above the gun platform have raised the ground level by about 

300mm in this area. The presence of corrugated iron roof within the infill suggests that 

F404 and F405 were deposited during or after the demolition of the Second World War 

buildings that were in this area.

Phase 6
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Turf  and  topsoil  F401,  clay  F402  and  sand  F403 have  raised  the  ground  level  by 

approximately 350mm in this area and were probably imported for this purpose. It is 

likely that this work was carried out in the 1990’s after the archaeological excavations.

Trench 5

Phase 2

There was no trace of the earth bund within trench 5 at the excavated depth but it may 

survive  at  a  greater  depth;  surviving  fragments  of  a  later  structure  prevented deeper 

excavation.

Phase 3

Deposit F504 is most likely the raising of the ground level prior to the construction of 

the buildings shown on the 1934 plan.

Phase 4

Concrete block F502, sits a little to the N of where there was thought to be a hut but it 

seems likely that F502 was related to this, perhaps to secure the structure or related to 

feature immediately outside it. Densely packed pebbles F506 extending E-W from F502 
was  also  thought  relate  to  this  phase  but  too  little  was  seen  to  interpret  with  any 

confidence.

Extending ESE-WNW across the trench a little to the S of the position of the hut as 

shown on the plan, concrete strip F505 may have been a base to found the N wall of the 

hut.

Phase 5

Sitting  just  below  the  topsoil,  F503  is  most  likely  material  deposited  during  the 

demolition of the 1934 buildings and subsequent landscaping.

Phase 6

Turf and topsoil F501 is modern.

Trench 6
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Phase 1

The earliest feature identified in the trench was the S edge of the gun platform  F610 
although it was very badly damaged where it had collapsed at the junction with the E 

battery wall. The surface of F610 looked similar to that of gun platform 5. The platform 

was located circa 850mm S of the marked position. 

The main fabric of the E wall  F608 was constructed at the same time as gun platform 

F610, and drainage hole F609 was built into F608 near the N end of the trench.

Gun platform F610 has fallen away from wall F608, causing a lot of voiding. It appear 

that the gun platform is constructed on silty peat F611, and the gun platform has sunk 

into this causing it to break away from the wall and leaving an undulating surface.

Phase 3

Deposits F605 and F606 above the gun platform were used to level the ground and raise 

the ground by between 400mm and 500mm.

Phase 4

Cut  F604  is  thought  to  relate  to  timber  buildings  in  this  area,  and  is  either  the 

construction for the E wall of the building or, perhaps more likely, a robber trench dug 

during the demolition of the building.

The upper build of the E battery wall F607 was a fairly rough build bonded with cement 

suggesting that it may have been rebuilt or at least re-pointed during the construction or 

demolition of the timber building.

Phase 6

Cut F602 is a modern feature related to the excavation in 1996 and the temporary repairs 

to  the  wall  undertaken  at  that  time.  The  turf  and  topsoil  F600  is  partly  re-turfing 

following the 1996 excavation.

Trench 7
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Phase 2

As in trench 5, there was no trace of the earth bund within trench 7 at the excavated 

depth but it  may survive  at  a  greater  depth;  surviving fragments  of  a  later  structure 

prevented deeper excavation.

Phase 4

The main deposits seen within the trench were related to the 1934 building in this area, 

and included levelling/hardcore F705 seen throughout the trench which was most likely 

imported as hardstanding for the structure and the foundations of an E-W wall line F704 
towards the N end of the trench. Sandstone block F706, near to F704, is possibly the 

base of an internal partition within the 1934 hut though it may just be a larger stone 

within F704.

Two lumps of pale grey cement F703 in the S end of the trench were thought to be part 

of the huts shown on the 1934 plan. 

 

Phase 6

Sandy silt  deposits  F701 and clean  yellow brown sand  F702  were  used to  level  the 

ground immediately prior to laying of the current turf and topsoil  F700,  raising it by 

around 250mm.

Trench 8

Phase 2

Although the earth bund was not located in this trench it is possible that the disturbed 

remains of a kerb were uncovered – see phase 3.

Phase 3

Rubble  803 seen at the S end of the trench, may have been the collapsed S edge of a 

kerb alongside the earth bund and dark brown/clayey peat  F804  may have been the 

remains of the flattened bund but with very little of these features revealed this was not 

certain.

Phase 6
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Compact silt deposit  F802 was used to level the ground before laying the current turf 

and topsoil F801 raising the ground level by around 250mm
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5.0 SUMMARY

Phase 1
The earliest features identified were hidden gun platforms 4 and 5. Only the base of the 

gun platforms survives; the mortar line on the E battery wall and the level of the central 

drain built into the E battery wall suggest that the platform was approximately 150mm 

higher than the surviving remains.  A photograph taken in the 1860s shows the guns 

sitting on flat bases that may be wooden planking. It is likely that the wooden platforms 

were removed at some point to be re-used elsewhere or destroyed.

Gun platform 5 was in good condition, slightly larger and further N than indicated on 

plan.

Gun platform 4 was in a poor condition and had collapsed away from the E battery wall. 

It was further S than indicated on plan and also featured an unusually large stone that 

was built into the E battery wall rather than abutting the E battery wall as is the case at 

the other platforms.

Phase 2
The blast walls or earth bunds were shown on the 1811 Ordnance Map and appeared to 

be substantial earth banks extending W from the inner face of the E wall. The N and S 

edges of the bunds were probably laid out in stone with soil or peat banked up between 

the kerbs. In trench 3 it is possible that part of the N stone kerb was revealed in situ and 

that tumble from both the N and S edges was revealed and in trench 8 it is possible that 

tumble from the S kerb was revealed. The earth bank did not survive in either trench but 

the remains of the bund may have been seen in trench 8. It is possible that the earth 

bunds were flattened or landscaped however evidence from trench 4 showing that the 

ground surface has risen by approximately 450mm (600mm down to the base of the gun 

platform which  would  have  been  approximately  150mm higher  with  plank  surface) 

indicates  that  the  bund  structure  may  be  buried  beneath  later  landscaping.  In  the 

remaining trenches  set  out  to  investigate these features,  trench 5 and trench 7,  later 

structures prevented excavation to the depth where the earth bunds may remain.

Phase 3
This phase is largely represented by deposits that raise the ground surface inside the fort.
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Phase 4
The Early 20th Century buildings have been comprehensively cleared and levelled over 

with rubble, however the footprints of some structures were revealed. Two fixing points 

were seen in trench 2 and trench 3 which are the remains of the flagstaff shown on the 

1927 plan. Of the later buildings (1934) the Department of Insurance building is defined 

by hardcore infill but the timber hut has left little trace.

Phase 5
The complete demolition of the Early 20th Century buildings has left little trace above 

ground. The wood and the larger stones were probably robbed out and the remnants 

used as infill and landscaping.

Phase 6
The 1992 excavation trench and backfill was revealed in trench 1.

.
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A1.0 APPENDIX 1: LIST OF CONTEXTS

Context Trench Over Under Description
100 1 101 

108
--- Topsoil, dark grey silty clay.

101 1 102 100 Upper fill of 104, dark grey silty clay with frequent stones 
and fragments of blaze coal and mortar.

102 1 103 101 Central fill of 104, pale grey silt with sand and stones.

103 1 104 102 Bottom fill of 104, clean beach sand.

104 1 107 
108

103 Edge of 1992 excavation, trench 8.

105 1 100 106 Iron pipe above wall 113.

106 1 105 
107

Concrete plinth, base for 107.

107 1 106 104 E-W aligned wall at the N edge of the trench.

108 1 109 104 Loose mix of sand, cement, stone and slate.  Fill of 109. 

109 1 115 108 The E side of a cut that is seen in the S section.

110 1 N-S wall forming the E edge of the trench.

111 1 Stones at the S end of the trench, below 110.

112 1 Single block in 110 that may be the only trace of the 
footings.

113 1 N-S wall overlying the N end of 110.  Possibly infilling a 
gun embrasure.

114 1 113 Building scar on 113.

115 1 111 109 Deposit of compact, black, peaty silt seen at the S end of 
the trench.

116 1 113 104 Traces of whitewash seen on the internal faces of 110 and 
113.

201 2 203 ---- Turf and topsoil.

202 2 207 203 Large stone setting.

203 2 202 201 Dark brown/black peaty loam.

204 2 206 207 Footings for the E wall of the fort.

205 2 207 201 Stone blocks around 202.

206 2 ----- 204 Deposit of fairly compact dark brown clayey peat.

207 2 204 205 Cut for 202 and 205.

301 3 302 Turf and topsoil.

302 3 304 301 Flat area of sandstone and yellow/light brown mortar. 
Possibly stone setting.

303 3 304 301 Deposit of compact light-mid grey silty clay, seen patchily 
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Context Trench Over Under Description
S of 302. 

304 3 305 303 Deposit of fairly compact mid brown clayey silt.

305 3 306 304 Undulating layer of small sub-rounded stones.

306 3 307 305 Quite compact deposit of very dark brown peaty clay.

307 3 308 Dark brown, very compact, peat. 

308 3 307 309 Steeply sloping cut through 307.

309 3 310 Fill of 308, angular pieces of sandstone and dark brown 
silt.

310 3 308 309 Stone block sitting flat at the base of 308.

401 4 402 Turf and topsoil.

402 4 403 401 Deposit of quite compact dark brown sandy clay.

403 4 404 402 Loose yellow/light brown sand.

404 4 405 403 Fairly compact dark brown peaty clay.

405 4 412 404 As 404 but with 20% small stones.

406 4 407 Upper part of the E wall.

407 4 ---- 406 Lower part of the E wall.

408 4 407 406 Circular drainage hole cut through the bottom part of 407.

409 4 ---- ---- Voiding in the E wall at the base of the S end of the 
trench.

410 4 407 401 Mortar lip at the base of 407.

411 4 ----- 412 Stone base for gun platform 5.

412 4 411 405 Sub rectangular slabs over 411.

413 4 ---- 412 Stone free area within 411, below 408.

414 4 ---- 405 Stone block set on edge forming the N edge of 411.

415 4 ---- 405 Dark brown black clayey peat seen at the S end of the 
trench.

416 4 ---- 406 A vertical line of three stone blocks, continuing the line of 
407.  415 differs from 407 in that there is no mortar facing. 

501 5 503 ---- Turf and topsoil.

502 5 ---- 503 Concrete block in the NE part of the trench.

503 5 502 
505 
506

501 Stone spread in E half of the trench.

504 5 ----- 505 
506

Mix of very dark brown/black clayey peat and sand.

505 5 504 503 Crude concrete surface running SE-NW toward the N end 
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Context Trench Over Under Description
of the trench.

506 5 504 503 Densely packed small rounded pebbles extending E-W 
from 502.

600 6 601 ----- Turf and topsoil.

601 6 602 600 Mixed deposit; peat, silt and stones.

602 6 603 601 N-S aligned cut against the E wall.  

603 6 604 602 Fill of 604, compact mid brown sandy silt with concrete 
fragments throughout.

604 6 605 603 E edge of a cut, gently sloping side and a flat base. 

605 6 606 604 Deposit of compact, black, peaty silt with stones and 
charcoal.

606 6 608 605 Compact black/dark grey peaty silt with roughly 50% 
stones.

607 6 608 600 Upper part of the E wall.

608 6 ---- 606 
607

Lower part of the E wall.

609 6 608 607 Drainage hole through 608.

610 6 ---- 606 Gun platform 4.

611 6 610 604 Compact black silty peat.

700 7 701 ---- Turf and topsoil.

701 7 702 700 Compact mid brown sandy silt with frequent stones.

702 7 703 
704

701 Clean beach sand.

703 7 705 702 Two lumps of pale grey cement containing frequent 
rounded stones.

704 7 705 
706

702 Very compact spread of small angular stone fragments 
with concrete chunks throughout. 

705 7 ---- 703 
704

Compact deposit, 70% stones and the remainder fine pale 
grey silt.

706 7 ---- 704 Sandstone block at the N end of the trench.

801 8 802 ----- Turf and topsoil.

802 8 803 801 Deposit of fairly compact dark brown silt.

803 8 804 802 Angular rubble in the S half of the trench.

804 8 ----- 803 Compact dark brown/black peat, unexcavated.
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A2.0 APPENDIX 2: LIST OF DRAWINGS

No Trench Scale Description Date
1 3 1:20 Topsoil removed. 302-304. 18/06/07

2 2 1:20 Topsoil removed. 202-204. 19/06/07

3 2 1:10 S elevation. 201-204. 19/06/07

4 3 1:20 Post excavation plan. 302, 304 and 306-310. 19/06/07

5 1 1:20 Post excavation plan. 105-107 and 109-113. 19/06/07

6 3 1:20 W elevation. 301-310. 19/06/07

7 1 1:10 E wall of fort. 110-116. 19/06/07

8 1 1:10 S elevation. 19/06/07

9 1-8 1:100 Trench location plan. 20/06/07

10 4 1:20 Post excavation plan. 20/06/07

11 1-8 1:200 Trench location plan. 20/06/07

12 5 1:20 Post excavation plan. 21/06/07

13 6 1:10 N elevation. 21/06/07

14 4 1:10 W elevation. 21/06/07

15 4 1:10 E (wall) Elevation. 21/06/07

16 6 1:20 Post excavation plan. 21/06/07

17 6 1:20 Post excavation plan. 21/06/07

18 8 1:20 Post excavation plan. 21/06/07
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A3.0 APPENDIX 3: LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

No Trench From Description Feature 
Numbers

Date

109 3 N Turf and topsoil removed from the N 
end of the trench.

302-304 18/6/07

110 3 S Turf and topsoil removed from the 
whole trench.

302-304 18/6/07

111 3 E Stone and mortar spread. 302+304 18/6/07
112 3 N Stone and mortar spread. 302+304 18/6/07
113 2 E Turf and topsoil removed from the 

whole trench.
202-204 18/6/07

114 2 E Turf and topsoil removed from the 
whole trench.

202-204 18/6/07

115 3 N Stone spread at N end of the trench. 302 18/6/07
116 3 S Stone spread at N end of the trench. 302 18/6/07
117 4 N Sand deposit. 402 18/6/07
118 1 E Deposit 102 exposed. 102 18/6/07
119 1 N Detail of ‘Capstain Lager’ can. 102 18/6/07
120 1 E Trench post excavation. 103 18/6/07
121 1 N Walls and pipe at the N end of the 

trench.
105-107 18/6/07

122 1 N South section. 109+115 18/6/07
123 2 W Trench post excavation. 204 18/6/07
124 2 W Trench post excavation. 204 18/6/07
125 1 W General shot, E wall. 110-114 18/6/07
126 1 W General shot S end of the E wall. 110-112 18/6/07
127 1 W General shot N end of the E wall. 110+113 18/6/07
128 3 S Stone spread at the N end of the trench. 308+309 19/6/07
129 3 S Trench post excavation. 307-309 19/6/07
130 4 W Corrugated iron roof within infill. 404 19/6/07
131 3 W Corrugated iron roof within infill. 404 19/6/07
132 3 E S end of the W section. 301+304-

306
19/6/07

133 3 E N end of the W section. 307-310 19/6/07
134 3 E Detail of section at cut 307. 307 19/6/07
135 3 S Trench post excavation. 307 19/6/07
136 3 N Trench post excavation. 307 19/6/07
137 6 S After excavation of 602. 602 20/6/07
138 6 E After excavation of 602. 602 20/6/07
139 6 S Cut 604 post excavation. 604 20/6/07
140 5 N Turf and topsoil removed from the 

whole trench.
502 20/6/07

141 5 N Turf and topsoil removed from the 
whole trench.

502 20/6/07

142 4 E Surface of the gun platform. 411-413 20/6/07
143 4 E Surface of the gun platform, S end. 411+412 20/6/07
144 4 E Surface of the gun platform, N end. 411,412+41

4
20/6/07

145 4 E Surface of the gun platform. 411,412+41 20/6/07
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No Trench From Description Feature 
Numbers

Date

4
146 4 S Surface of the gun platform. 411,412+41

4
20/6/07

147 4 W Surface of the gun platform, S end. 411,412 20/6/07
148 4 W Surface of the gun platform, N end. 411,412+41

4
20/6/07

149 4 W Surface of the gun platform 411,412+41
4

20/6/07

150 4 W Surface of the gun platform. 411,412+41
4

20/6/07

151 6 SW Trench post excavation. 610 20/6/07
152 6 E Trench post excavation. 610 20/6/07
153 6 S N section. 601-604 20/6/07
154 6 W N end of the wall. 608 20/6/07
155 6 W S end of the wall. 608 20/6/07
156 6 S Void below 610. 610 20/6/07
157 6 W Detail of drainage hole in E wall above 

the platform.
609 20/6/07

158 4 W Location of drainage hole in E wall. 408 21/6/07
159 4 W Detail of drainage hole in E wall. 408 21/6/07
160 7 SE Trench post excavation. 704-706 21/6/07
161 7 E N end of the trench post excavation. 704-706 21/6/07
162 7 E N end of the trench post excavation. 704-706 21/6/07
163 7 E N end of the trench post excavation. 704-706 21/6/07
164 7 E S end of the trench post excavation. 704-706 21/6/07
165 4 W N end of the wall forming the E side of 

the trench.
406-408 21/6/07

166 4 W S end of the wall forming the E side of 
the trench.

406-408 21/6/07

167 4 W S end of the wall forming the E side of 
the trench.

406-408 21/6/07

168 4 W N end of the wall forming the E side of 
the trench.

406-408 21/6/07

169 8 N Trench post excavation. 801-804 21/6/07
170 8 S Trench post excavation. 801-804 21/6/07
171 8 E W section. 801-804 21/6/07
172 5 W N end of the trench. 502 21/6/07
173 5 W Middle part of the trench. 503 21/6/07
174 5 W Middle part of the trench. 505 21/6/07
175 6 W Damage in the S end of the E wall. 608 21/6/07
176 6 SW Collapsed surface at the N end of the 

trench.
610 21/6/07

177 6 S Collapsed surface at the N end of the 
trench.

608+610 21/6/07

178 6 S Voiding in the face of the E wall. 608 21/6/07
179 6 S Voiding in the face of the E wall. 608 21/6/07
180-
193

--- W General shots of the outer (W) face of 
the E wall of the fort.

---- 22/6/07
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No Trench From Description Feature 
Numbers

Date

194-
200

--- E General shots of the inner (E) face of 
the E wall of the fort.

---- 22/6/07
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A4.0 APPENDIX 4: LIST OF FINDS

The finds assemblage spans all phases of the site from 18th Century – 19th Century gun flints and clay 
pipes to Early 20th Century bottles, bottles and bottle tops and corrugated roof fragments up to Late 
20th Century cans. Several finds are very datable, some by type such as the gun flints, the ring pulls 
and the clay pipes and many of the finds such as the beer can, the coin and the bakelite bottle tops 
actually have dates stamped on them. Unfortunately the nature of the site, with at least one major 
phase of demolition and landscaping in the 1960s, and an earlier phase of ground raising work in 
1883 -1925 means that most of the finds are re-deposited. This is evident in the wide range of finds 
found within individual contexts such as  101,  603  and  701. There are some contexts that contain 
finds which appear to be of similar date, mainly 19th Century – Early 20th Century. Of these contexts, 
several have been interpreted as late levelling/infill and probably contain mainly Early 20th Century 
finds alone by chance of where they have been moved from but there are three contexts 605,  306, 
and 305 that appear to relate to phase 3, 19th Century – Early 20th Century ground raising within the 
fort, which contain finds representing this phase alone.

Box 
No.

Bag 
No.

Material(s) Quantity Context 
Nos.

Photo 
DCSN

Other info

1214 1214-
001

Pan tile fragments 4 101 /

1214 1214-
002

Iron scrap 1 101 /

1214 1214-
003

Clay pipe stems 2 101 2537 One is a light 
brown fragment 
with ‘ABE…’on 
one side and ‘…
ERIDGE’ on the 
other inside an 
embossed border.

1214 1214-
004

Blue and white glazed 
pottery

2 101 /

1214 1214-
005

Clear vessel glass 1 101 /

1214 1214-
006

Green bottle glass 5 101 2532
2533

Two bottle necks. 
One of the bottle 
necks has an 
internal thread 
which fits bottle 
cap 1214-007 and 
1214-015.

1214 1214-
007

Black bottle top. 1 101 2534
2535

Not rubber or 
plastic, possibly 
bakelite with 
moulded thread 
that fits with a 
bottle neck in bag 
1214-006. 
‘DRYBROUGH 
EDINBURGH’ 
in relief on the 
top. Has some 
green paint on it.
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Box 
No.

Bag 
No.

Material(s) Quantity Context 
Nos.

Photo 
DCSN

Other info

1214 1214-
008

Ring pull 1 101 2538 Silver and red 
design, old style 
1970’s – 1990’s

1214 1214-
009

Shell 1 101 /

1214 1214-
010

Aluminium can 1 101 2515 ‘Capstan Bitter’ 
red can with 
nautical theme, 
best before 31st 

May ’95. modern 
style ring pull.

1214 1214-
011

Green and brown 
bottle glass.

7 203 /

1214 1214-
012

Pottery, brown glaze 
and decorated white 
glaze

4 203 / One piece of 
base, one 
decorated plate 
rim.

1214 1214-
013

Animal bone 1 203 /

1214 1214-
014

Clear vessel glass 1 203 /

1214 1214-
015

Black bottle top. 1 203 2530
2531

Not rubber or 
plastic, possibly 
bakelite with 
moulded thread 
that fits with a 
bottle neck in bag 
1214-006. 
‘DRYBROUGH 
EDINBURGH’ 
in relief on the 
top.

1214 1214-
016

Iron objects and scraps 
of sheet iron.

7 203 / One piece of 
pipe, several 
possible nails, one 
threaded screw 
and possible 
corrugated iron.

1214 1214-
017

Animal bone 1 304 /

1214 1214-
018

Green, brown and clear 
vessel glass.

11 304 2516 One brown bottle 
base with ‘…
DINBURGH…’ 
One clear 
fragment with a 
‘web’ design in 
relief.

1214 1214-
019

Ring pulls 2 304 2529 One silver colour, 
one gold colour, 
both old style 
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Box 
No.

Bag 
No.

Material(s) Quantity Context 
Nos.

Photo 
DCSN

Other info

1970’s – 1990’s.
1214 1214-

020
Pan tile/brick 
fragments

2 304 /

1214 1214-
021

Cream glazed and blue 
and white glazed 
pottery

10 304 /

1214 1214-
022

Window glass 1 304 / 3mm thick, light 
patina developing 
on the surface.

1214 1214-
023

Iron objects 5 304 / Require X-ray 
and cleaning

1214 1214-
024

Pan tile/brick 
fragments

3 305 /

1214 1214-
025

Iron object 1 305 / Requires X ray 
and cleaning

1214 1214-
026

Brown glaze pottery 1 305 / Rim fragment.

1214 1214-
027

Pottery blue and white 
glaze.

1 305 /

1214 1214-
028

Pottery 2 306 / Glaze worn on 
both fragments, 
one has the 
remains of dark 
brown glaze

1214 1214-
029

Clay pipe stem 
fragment

1 306 /

1214 1214-
030

Pan tile fragments 14 306 /

1214 1214-
031

Window glass 15 402 / 4mm thick, looks 
modern.

1214 1214-
032

Pottery, brown glaze 
and patterned white 
glaze.

5 402 / One brown glaze 
vessel base, One 
brown glaze 
teapot spout, one 
pattered tea cut 
handle.

1214 1214-
033

Brown bottle glass 2 402 /

1214 1214-
034

Pan tile 2 402 /

1214 1214-
035

Lead/Copper alloy 
circular object

1 402 2527
2528

May be part of 
ordnance or a lid 
of some 
description.

1214 1214-
036

Gun flint 20mm x 
15mm

1 404 2526 Light brown flint, 
roughly worked 
into a trapezoid. 

1214 1214-
037

Animal bone 1 404 /
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Box 
No.

Bag 
No.

Material(s) Quantity Context 
Nos.

Photo 
DCSN

Other info

1214 1214-
038

Blue glass bottle base. 1 404 2524

1214 1214-
039

Cream and brown glaze 
pottery

1 404 /

1214 1214-
040

Iron object 1 404 / Requires X ray 
and cleaning

1214 1214-
041

Black bottle top 1 503 2522
2533

Similar to bottle 
tops 1214-007 
and 1214-015. 
Not rubber or 
plastic, possibly 
bakelite with 
moulded thread. 
‘J. 
ALEXANDER 
ABERDEEN 
1931’ stamped in 
to top.

1214 1214-
042

Brick/pan tile 
fragments

2 603 /

1214 1214-
043

Fragment of glazed 
ceramic service pipe

1 603 /

1214 1214-
044

Green bottle rim 1 603 / Thread moulded 
into inside of 
neck.

1214 1214-
045

Clay pipe bowl 1 603 2521 With a crown in 
relief on one side 
of it and possibly 
and ‘N’ under the 
crown.

1214 1214-
046

Brown glazed pottery 3 603 / One piece of lid 
and two pieces of 
rim.

1214 1214-
047

Iron scrap 1 603 /

1214 1214-
048

Black rubber seal with 
traces of iron on 
surface.

1 603 /

1214 1214-
049

Ring pull 1 603 2518 Silver colour, 
1970’s – 1990s 
type.

1214 1214-
050

Window glass 1 603 / 4mm thick, looks 
modern.

1214 1214-
051

Gun flints 20mm x 
15mm and 12mm x 
20mm.

2 605 2517 One is black flint, 
well worked into 
a regular 
trapezoid. The 
other is a flake of 
grey flint which 
may be residue.
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Box 
No.

Bag 
No.

Material(s) Quantity Context 
Nos.

Photo 
DCSN

Other info

1214 1214-
052

Green bottle glass 2 605 /

1214 1214-
053

Pan tile fragments 8 605 /

1214 1214-
054

Brown glaze, glaze and 
decorated white glaze 
pottery.

5 605 / One piece of 
decorated white 
glaze plate rim. 
One fragment 
with 
brown/green 
glaze worn off.

1214 1214-
055

Clay pipe stem 1 605 /

1214 1214-
056

Animal bone 1 605 /

1214 1214-
057

Blue and white glaze 
pottery

3 611 / One fragment of 
teacup handle.

1214 1214-
058

Bullet 1 701 2514

1214 1214-
059

Pan tile with scraps of 
mortar

3 701 /

1214 1214-
060

Steel rod 1 701 /

1214 1214-
061

1973 penny 1 701 /

1214 1214-
062

Blue and white pottery 1 701 /

1214 1214-
063

Purple and white 
Pottery

1 802 / Plate rim.

1214 1214-
064

Iron object 1 802 / Requires X ray 
and cleaning

1214 1214-
065

Green and brown 
glazed service pipe.

1 802 /

1214 1214-
066

Brown, clear and green 
bottle glass

6 802 2539
2540

One clear bottle 
base with 
‘TRINIDAD’ in 
relief and one 
brown bottle base 
with 
‘DRYBROUG..’ 
in relief
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A5.0 APPENDIX 5: INTERIM STATEMENT, AS SUBMITTED IN JUNE 2007

FORT CHARLOTTE, THE EAST WALL: 
Phase 2 excavation, June 2007

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

This short report is a brief summary of the excavation results, written to help with the planning of 
the next stage of the consolidation work. 

Introduction

A total of eight trial trenches were excavated along, or close to, the inside face of the E wall of the 
Fort. Theses were located over the assumed sites of various buried structures dating from the 18th to 
20thC usage of the fort, based on a series of historic plans of the site.  The objective was to look at 
any remnants of these structures and check the accuracy of the plans, the latter particularly in the 
areas of the hidden gun platforms 4 and 5.  This work was in advance of piling and the information 
gained would help ensure the piles avoided significant structure, like the gun platforms.  

Trench 1

Dimensions: 2.00m N-S, 1.00m wide and 850mm deep. 

Location: At the N end of the investigation, immediately N of gun platform 8.

Aim: To locate the site of gun platform 8 as previously excavated 

Results:  The trench revealed the S edge of the earlier  excavation and confirmed its  location as 
previously drawn.  This confirmed the location of the gun platform is as it was shown in the 1992-
excavation report.

Trench 2

Dimensions: 2.00m E-W, 1.00m wide and up to 410mm deep.

Location: Extending W from the E wall just to the N of gun platform 7.

Aims: To locate the S edge of one of the blast walls/ bunds that are shown on the 1811 ‘ordnance 
map’.

Results: The trench revealed the NE fixing for the Flagstaff shown on the 1927 plan. This setting 
was possibly  cut  against  the spread remains  of  the bund,  there was no sign of the edge of the 
earthwork.  The Flagstaff base occupied the W half of the trench and there were wall footings in the 
E end leaving little room to investigate the bund.  It may be that the material removed in the deeper 
part of the excavated area was the remains of the soil part of the bund and the S edge was not 
reached.  It was thought unwise to extend S, as this would get close to, and possibly destabilise, gun 
platform 7.   
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Trench 3

Dimensions:  3.00m N-S, 500mm wide and up to 700mm deep.

Location:  To the S of platform 8, 2.20m inside the E boundary wall.

Aims: To locate the bund thought to be located between gun platforms 6 and 7. 

Results: To the N of the trench there was possibly another Flagstaff fixing, the SE one. Below the 
fixing there was some rubble over stones laid flat in what may have been an E-W line.  The line of 
stones at the bottom of the excavation were in a cut that was not bottomed and may have been the 
base of the bund, the stones between this and the fixing are interpreted as collapse from the N edge 
of the it.

Trench 4

Dimensions: 3.00m N-S, 950mm wide and up to 680mm deep.  

Location:  Hidden gun platform 5. 

Aims: To locate the N edge of gun platform 5.

Results: A fairly uneven stone platform was found at a depth of approximately 600mm below the 
present ground surface. It was necessary to extend the trench considerably N and when the N edge 
was found it was apparent that the S one must be close to the edge of the trench so this was located 
too.  At the W baulk on the N side there was what appeared to be a remnant of a kerb but this was 
not seen elsewhere and is therefor not included on the width of the platform at the E wall.  If both 
kerbs are in situ elsewhere the platform will be approximately 160mm wider.

The platform was found c. 1.2m further N than plan evidence suggested and it is roughly 200mm 
wider than shown, where the kerb is in situ it will be wider still. 

Within the infill there was a corrugated iron roof, laid flat.  This is the roof of one of the 20 th century 
buildings, the demolished remains of which are used in the 1963 levelling. 

Trench 5

Dimensions: 3.00m N-S, 500mm wide and up to 130mm deep. 
 
Location:  Between hidden gun platforms 4 and 5, 850mm inside the Easternmost point in the E 
wall. 

Aims: To locate the bund between platforms 4 and 5

Results: At the N end of the trench there was a large stone block and a little way to the S of this a 
line of mortar extended E-W across the trench.  These are thought to be traces of the timber hut 
shown on 1934 plan.  The mortar placed to form a level and flat surface in order to place wooden 
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beams at the base of the hut, the stone block may have been outside the hut to tie some sort of stay 
(a rope?) onto. These features are seen as evidence of N wall line of a demolished building.  

There was no trace of the bund at the excavated levels but it is likely that any remnants there were 
would have been at a greater depth than that excavated to.

Trench 6:

Dimensions: 2.30m N-S, 1.00m wide and up to 600mm deep.

Location: Against the E wall to the N of gun platform 3, at hidden gun platform 4.

Aims: To locate S side of platform 4.  

Results:  This  trench  found  S  edge  of  platform although  very  badly  damaged,  the  feature  had 
collapsed at junction with E wall of fort. The surface looked to have been similar to that at platform 
5.  The platform was located c. 850mm S of its assumed position. 

Trench 7

Dimensions:  3.00m N-S, 500mm wide and 200mm deep.

Location:  Between gun platforms 2 and 3.

Aims: To locate the bund shown in this area and also any evidence of 1934 (Ministry of Insurance 
and Dept of Health) building

Results:   The 1934 building was defined by levelling / hardcore throughout the trench that was 
thought to have been imported as the base for the structure, there was also the suggestion of an 
internal wall line (E/W) towards the N end of the trench.

As at trench 5 there was no trace of the bund at the excavated levels, but removal of the features 
seen and deeper digging would be necessary to confirm whether any of this feature survived. 

Trench 8

Dimensions:  1.06m N-S, 460mm wide and 300mm deep.

Location:  To the S of trench 3.

Aims: To locate the S edge of the bund noted in Trench 3.

Results:  Stonework  towards  the  S  of  the  trench  could  represent  the  remains  of  the  S 
kerb/revetment of the flattened bund.

Summary
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Gun Platforms

The surviving structure is the base for the platform rather than the structure itself.  The mortar line 
on  the  masonry  and  the  level  of  the  central  drain  at  the  base  suggest  that  the  platform  was 
approximately 150mm higher than the structure that remains.  A photograph taken in the 1860’s 
shows the gun sitting on flat bases that appear to be wooden planking.

Gun platform 5 is  in good condition but slightly  bigger than assumed and further  N than plan 
suggested

Gun platform 4 had collapsed from the wall and is in a poor state of repair.  It was further S than 
assumed. This platform also featured an unusually large stone, which continued into the face of the 
E wall as opposed to simply abutting the masonry, as is the case at the other platforms.

It seems very likely that the wooden platforms have been taken away and reused/burnt at some 
point.

The Blast walls or Bunds

These features are shown on the 1811 ordnance map and are look to be substantial earth banks 
extending W from the inner face of the E wall.  The N and S edges were probably laid out with stone 
and soil or peat banked up between.  It is likely that the bunds were built up from the ground surface 
although the kerbs may have been dug in slightly to help stability.  The gun platforms are shown on 
the same map and as it is known at trench 4 that the present ground surface is roughly 450mm 
higher (600mm down to the surviving structure and then up 150mm to the top of the planking) than 
it was at that time.

At some point these features have been removed, presumably simply flattened and landscaped into 
the surrounding areas.  There is therefor nothing to be seen of the earth element of these features. 
At trench 3 it was thought that remnants of the stone edges were seen, a small in situ part of the N 
edge and tumble of both edges.   In the other trenches set out to investigate these features later 
structure  (which was left  in situ)  meant  that  the  excavation did not  reach the depth needed to 
ascertain whether or not there were any remnants of them.      

The 20th Century Structure

Two fixing points, which are seen in trenches 2 and 3, reflect the Flagstaff shown on the 1927 plan.

The late buildings (1934) have been comprehensively cleared and levelled over with rubble.  The 
timber hut has left little trace while the Dept of Insurance building is defined by hardcore infill.

These structures have been completely demolished, any wood and probably the larger stones have 
been robbed and the remnants used as infill in the 1963 landscaping.  There do seem to be remnants 
of the footprints of the buildings surviving.
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A6.0 APPENDIX 6: CONFIRMED LOCATONS OF SIGNIFICANT FEATURES

Trench 1 / Platform 8

The location of the previously excavated trench was established.

Trench 2 / Earh bund

No sign of the southern boundary of the earth bund was discernible.

Trench 4 / Platform 5

Both the northern and southern boundaries of Gun Platform 5 were noted running approximately 
E/W across the trench towards its northern and southern margins.

Trench 6 / Platform 4

The southern margin of Gun Platform 4 was noted towards the southern edge of the trench running 
approximately E/W.

Trench 2 / Earth bund & Flagpole stanchion

No sign of either the earth bund or flagpole stanchions were clearly discernible.

Trench 3 & Trench 8 / Earth bund

The northern margin of the earth bund was possibly visible within the central area of Trench 3. The 
southern margin of the bund was clearly visible towards the southern area of Trench 8.

Trench 5 / Earth bund and timber hut

No sign of the earth bund was found. Traces of the timber hit were found towards the north end of 
the trench.

Trench 7 / Earth bund & Ministry of insurance & Dept. of health

Various traces of the building were noted. Elements of the earth bund may survive at a deeper level, 
though more extensive excavation would be required in order to prove this or not.
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A7.0 APPENDIX 7: ILLUSTRATIONS

Figure 1 – Trench Locations
This amended plan shows the true positions of gun platforms 4, 5 & 8
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Figure 2 – Trench 1
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Figure 3 – Trench 2
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Figure 4 – Trench 3
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Figure 5 – Trench 4
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Figure 6 – Trench 5
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Figure 7 – Trench 6

46



Figure 8 – Trench 7

47



Figure 9 – Trench 8
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