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ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT REPORT 
SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE EXTENSIVE URBAN SURVEY 

 

FILTON 

 

 

 

1.1  The aims of the Report 

 

The Extensive Urban Areas Survey was commissioned by English Heritage in 
October 1995. Filton was originally intended to be a part of the project; initial 
research was undertaken (E.La-TB.) but for various reasons the report was not 
completed within the period of the main project. The project was completed 
during 2000 as part of the SMR Parish Enhancement Project, which resulted 
from the South Gloucestershire Sites and Monuments Record data Audit of 
1998. 

This document is a desk-based study of the archaeological resource surviving in 
the town and its immediate environs.  It includes an assessment of below ground 
archaeological remains, standing buildings and the historic plan form of the 
area.  It considers the development of the town within a standard chronological 
framework and where possible, the site areas mentioned in the text are identified 
on a modern map base of the town.  The maps are contained at the end of this 
report. 

The archaeological assessment report provides the basis for new planning 
guidance for the historic environment of Filton, as set out in a separate strategy 
document.  

1.2 Major sources of evidence 

Filton is referred to in the Pipe Rolls for 1187 and 1220 but a much earlier 
settlement perhaps a manorial complex with a church is implied by its apparent 
inclusion in the estates of Berkeley Abbey. Tilhere, later abbot of Berkeley 
would seen to have spent time in Filton in AD770 (Harris 1995, 13). Filton 
included in survey because of 20th century importance of aircraft industry and 
related urban growth. For obvious reasons Filton was not included in the survey 
of Medieval Towns in Avon (Leech 1975). 

The main sources of information on Filton are the works of local historian, W L 
Harris, and for the aircraft industry S Gillett. The sites and monuments record 
has relatively little information on the parish and town, indeed only fourteen 
records were available in 1995 at the commencement of the survey. No parish 
survey has been produced and no excavations are known to have taken place 
with in the core of the settlement. There are a number of surviving documents 
for the parish (mainly synthesized by Harris 1995), the aircraft industry is also 
well served by documentation. The map coverage for the town is good. The 
earliest map of the parish dates to 1825 and it was used as the basis for the Tithe 
map.  The Tithe map for the town dates to 1839 and the 25 inch Ordnance 
Survey map dates to 1881.  The Ordnance Survey maps were updated 
throughout the 20th century.  Maps for 1902, 1915, 1936, 1982 and the digital 
OS map of 1998 have been used as the basis for the report. The Royal Air Force 
museum in Hendon has a number of maps relating to the airfield 1927, 1945 
immediately before the construction of the extended runway, 1948 and 1951. 
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The last map is particularly useful in that it shows most of the parish as well as 
the airfield. 

1.3 A brief history of Filton 

The evidence for prehistoric occupation within Filton is almost nonexistent but 
evidence for Bronze Age settlement of some considerable size at no great 
distance suggests at least the possibility of some level of such activity within the 
parish. The same situation can be found during the Iron Age, the Roman period 
is a little better. Although only a single quern and a coin hoard of disputed 
provenance provide the main evidence, the later association with Berkeley 
Abbey, could indicated that the parish formed an estate in the Roman Period.  

The area came under Saxon control after the battle of Dyrham (AD 577) and 
appears to have been administered from Berkeley Abbey with circumstantial 
evidence to suggest that it may have contained a small manorial complex. The 
church has possible Saxon origins, but the best evidence for a pre-conquest 
origin for the settlement is its layout around a small green containing the church 
at the meeting place of a number of roads both local and regional as shown on 
the parish map of 1825. Filton became a separate parish c1142. Atkyns (1712) 
mentions that there were 20 houses and about 80 inhabitants. Apart from Filton 
House which appears to be a new build of the late C18 it is unlikely that the 
general settlement in the parish had changed much since the medieval period. 
The first major change to the landscape of the parish was the arrival of the 
railway the first of series of events which would change the hay-producing 
parish into an urbanized industrial complex dominated by transport.  

The railway first reached Filton in 1863 with the construction (commenced in 
1858) of the line between Bristol Temple Meads and New Passage on the 
Severn. Filton station, later to be known as Filton Old Station was opened in 
1863. The construction of the Seven Tunnel in 1886 led to doubling of track and 
a major increase in traffic. The decision to shorten the route from London to 
South Wales led to the construction of two spurs to the east of the existing track 
in 1903. Filton Station was relocated to the north of its original position in order 
to serve both the main line, to South Wales, and the southern spur. A coal yard 
was built on the site of the station and this remained in use until the late 1990s. 
Major reengineering also led to the relocation of Patchway station to the south of 
its original position. The London Route was extended to Avonmouth in 1910 
and a halt was established at Filton. It remained open only for 5 years but was 
reopened in 1924 as North Filton (Gloucester Road) Halt. Two spurs were also 
constructed at this time to the west of the route to South Wales, of the two only 
the southern had track laid at this time. Major reengineering to the south of 
Filton junction doubled the width of the track between 1895 and 1933. Filton 
Halt was closed to passengers in 1964 but the line remains in use by goods 
traffic to Avonmouth docks. In 1972 a new station was established at Bristol 
Parkway to the east of the study area, and in the mid 1990s a station called Filton 
Abbey Wood was constructed to serve a major new office complex within Stoke 
Gifford Parish. This station has effectively replaced Filton Station. 

While some limited housing development took place during the late C19 due at 
least in part to the construction of the railway in, the opening of the Severn 
Tunnel and again the with the link to Swindon in the early C20; the main 
impetus for development and expansion of the town was the foundation of the 
Bristol and Colonial Aeroplane Company in 1910 which was to begin life in the 
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existing tram depot of 1908. Expansion of the industry was rapid with much of 
the current works being in place by 1935. With such expansion there was a need 
for housing and other facilities. Although the expansion of Bristol and its need 
for further housing was a factor and council sponsored housing existed there was 
nothing on the scale of the expansion of estates such as Southmead. While much 
of the earlier housing would seem to be of an early out of town villa type there 
was provision for housing for tramway staff from 1900. From 1915 to 1935 
housing growth was rapid a trend which was to be accelerated by events of the 
latter year.  

The 21
st
 May1935 was turning point in the history of Filton because it was on 

that day that the British government formerly approved a plan to expand the 
Royal Air Force in order to counteract the rearmament programs proceeding in 
Germany and the collapse of the Geneva peace conference initiated in 1932. The 
period 1935 - 39 saw some expansion at the main works, the construction of the 
new offices at New Filton (Pegasus) House being the most noticeable. There was 
rebuilding at the West Works but the main effort took place with the 
construction of the Rodney Works and the shadow factory on Gypsy Patch Lane. 
The airfield was to be upgraded but most of the work there did not take place 
until the commencement of World War Two. 

Filton was bombed on a number of occasions with the airfield being the target 
for one major raid. Housing loss appears to have been limited. While housing 
development continued after the war in at least two areas bomb sites were left as 
open spaces until the early 1960s. The aircraft company was awake to the 
opportunities that peace would give for expansion and utilization of spare 
capacity. Proposals for a non-stop express airliner for the London to New York 
Route (The Brabazon Project) saw the awarding of the project to Filton. In the 
end the ambitious project involved the construction of a new assembly hall and a 
massive addition to the airfield. The project was cancelled in 1953 and although 
the company had diversified the late 1950 was a period of decline. 

The existence of the extended runway and the assembly hall were crucial in the 
awarding of the Concorde project to Filton in 1962. The settlement pattern of 
Filton as we see it today was virtually in place by 1962 with the construction of 
the first stage of the proposed Bristol Ring Road. The historic core of Filton was 
substantially rebuilt in the early 1960s. The last major area intended for housing 
between the existing built up area and the railway was filled by 1980. Although 
not exempt from new building both on the factory sites and within the housing 
areas most later twentieth century development took place outside the parish in 
areas such as Bradley Stoke and more recently the major office complex at 
Abbey Wood to the east of the parish boundary. Currently there are proposals to 
develop the northern area of the airfield. 

Four Map have been produced; Map A for the Post Medieval Period: Map B for 
the nineteenth century, including buildings within the core which predate the 
nineteenth century; Map C for the twentieth century up to 1935/6; Map D for the 
period 1935/6 to 2000. 

1.4 Population 

In 1712 the population was 80 by 1766 there were twelve families, by 1801 the 
population was 115 it had risen to 311 by 1891 and by 1949 it had exceeded 
12,000 (figures from Harris 1995. 51-2). 
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2.0 PREHISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY 

2.1 Sources of evidence 

 Field survey work: The built up nature of the area has largely precluded 
recent work but work outside the area 

 Archaeological/historical research: The Archaeology of Avon (Aston 
& Iles 1988). 

2.2 Local settlement pattern in the Neolithic and Bronze Age 

Flint scatters / Flint and stone axe finds 
 
Although by no means large in number stone the stone artefacts, dating to the 
Neolithic and Bronze Ages, which have been recovered from sites close to Filton 
indicate the presence of ancient farmers in the area 

Funerary monuments 

Although the original record is somewhat confused what appears to be the 
remains of a Neolithic chambered tomb have been noted and partially excavated 
near to Horfield Common to the south west of Filton (BSMR 801/803). 
Alternately the site may be that of a Bronze Age burial, either way this is 
compelling evidence for use of the area in the later prehistoric period. 

Bronze Age funerary evidence / Bronze Age barrows / Late Bronze Age 
cremation 
 
A barrows, Bronze Age funerary monument has been noted to the north at St 
Swithins Farm (SGSMR 1088) and an extensive settlement including a hut 
circle, ditch, post-holes, flints and pottery, dating to the Bronze Age has been 
excavated in the adjacent parish of Bradley Stoke to the north-east (SGSMR 
11105). A number of pits containing Bronze Age pottery have been noted near 
the medieval settlement of Harry Stoke to the east of the railway line (SGSMR 
11006). Both these sites indicate the possibility of such settlement with in the 
study area.  

 

 

2.3 Local settlement pattern in the Iron Age 550 BC - AD 47 

The nearest evidence for Iron Age occupation in the Filton area lies to the north 
of the engine testing area, to the north east of Whittle House, on Gypsy Patch 
Lane where air photographic (SGSMR 11131) evidence suggests a possible 
settlement site indicated by a rectangular feature approached by trackways 
(SGSMR 11130) To the west of the airfield and just to the north of the site of the 
village of Charlton part of an extensive Iron Age settlement including a 
roundhouse and other features enclosed by ditches forming part of a field system 
was excavated in 1997, (SGSMR 11360). 

 

No map has been produced for the Prehistoric period 
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3.0 ROMANO-BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY 

3.1 Sources of evidence 

 Field survey work: None noted 
 Archaeological/historical research: The Archaeology of Avon (Aston 

& Iles 1988). 

3.2 Local settlement pattern 

Roads and routeways 
 
Although the exact line of the route has not been confirmed the Roman road 
between the port at Sea Mills on the Avon and the colonia at Gloucester ran to 
the west of the area, and there were doubtless branch roads indeed it is possible 
that some of the abandoned routeways noted in the Filton area (see below) are 
Roman in origin.  

Scattered settlement 
 

A coin hoard has been reported from “Filton” (SGSMR 4739, 11009) but the 
location is somewhat vague with the most likely spot being just outside the 
parish within Bradley Stoke in an area close to which excavation has revealed an 
extensive Roman Settlement, alternately it may have been located to the north of 
Filton Bridge just within the airfield (as suggested by Harris 1995 15). The only 
certain trace of Roman settlement within the parish of Filton is a quern dug up 
from the rectory garden some years before 1914 (Robinson 1914 2.10), and said 
to be in the possession of the rector and noted that it was in good condition, 
however evidence for Roman settlement is known at Bradley Stoke and finds 
from the surrounding parishes add a considerable Roman background. Perhaps 
the best evidence for Roman settlement in the parish comes from the Saxon 
period when Filton formed part of the lands of Berkeley Abbey (Harris 1995, 
12), which might imply that an existing Roman or sub-Roman estate had been 
transferred wholesale to a nearby ecclesiastical establishment; a common 
occurrence both in Gaul, Italy and in other parts of Britain. 
 

Industrial archaeology 
 
It has been suggested that a cave at Penpark to the south west (BSMR 799) was 
exploited as a lead-mine but the evidence is difficult to sustain and a natural 
origin for the cave is just as likely. 

 

No map has been produced for the Romano-British  period 
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4.0 POST ROMAN AND SAXON ARCHAEOLOGY 

4.1 Sources of evidence 

 Field survey work: Non has been noted for the area 
 Documentary evidence: Domesday Book 1086 (Morris 1982) 
 Archaeological/historical research: Works by Harris contain 

background material but substantial fieldwork has not been undertaken. 

4.2 Local settlement pattern and local activity 

Filton was an estate of Berkeley Abbey by the 9
th

 Century and a settlement is 
implied by the visit of Abbott Tilhere in 770 (Harris 1995, 18), a manorial 
complex including a chapel would seem likely. There is some suggestion that the 
present church may have Saxon origins (Harris 1984) because when the church 
was being demolished prior to rebuilding in the C19 herring-bone masonry was 
discovered. Although not exclusively Saxon a date soon after the Norman 
Conquest is implied for the fabric. The place-name is Saxon in origin and the 
rather confusing Domesday reference can be take as implying that there were 
between six and fourteen holdings with in the area of the current parish. 
Supporting evidence in terms of place-name and topological evidence for the 
existence of a settlement in this period area to the est of the parish, the 
settlements of Charlton, to the west, (a name of Saxon origin, Smith 1964 p130) 
later removed by an extension to the airfield and Stoke Gifford, to the east 
(appears to have had a church by 1086) are very similar in layout to that of 
Filton.  

There is some evidence for late Saxon period activity in the area. A number of 
objects from the area were noted in 1863/4 and they were reported as having 
come from Stoke Gifford they were located in the Somerset County Museum in 
1978, and they consist of the following: an Anglo Saxon scramasax (sword) and 
iron bell said to have been found with the coins of Burgred of Mercia, Aethelred 
(1) & Alfred. Unfortunately details of the circumstances of the find were not 
recorded, however, the date of the reporting of the find fits well with the date of 
the construction of the Bristol and South Wales Railway 1858-63 and it is 
suggested that the Saxon material may have been recovered at this time. The 
date of the coins is internally consistent and a date in the later ninth century 
perhaps 871-878 is probable. It seems unlikely that the material came from a 
conventional hoard and it may be that a pagan Viking burial was the source of 
the material (SGSMR 1346). 

No map has been produced for the Post Roman and Saxon period 
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5.0 MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY 

5.1 Sources of evidence 

 Field survey work: None has been recorded. 
 Standing buildings: Study of church and principal buildings (Verey 

1970); List of Buildings of special architectural or historic interest (DoE 
1984). 

 Maps: Plan analysis 1825 Parish Map;1839 Tithe Map and Ordnance 
Survey map of 1882 

 Research into documentary evidence: Domesday Book 1086 (Morris 
1982); Examination of place-name evidence from surviving medieval 
documents (Smith 1965). 

 Additional archaeological/historical research: Antiquarian accounts 
(Atkyns 1712, Rudder 1779, Niblett 1871); The Archaeology of Avon 
(Aston & Iles 1988). 

5.2 Watercourses, roads and routeways 

Watercourses  
 

A small brook known as Filton Brook runs close to the northern edge of the 
parish and the Bradley brook forms the majority of the eastern border of the 
parish.  

Roads [Map A:] 
 
The main routes the current Gloucester Road and the east west Gypsy Patch 
Road together with a number of more local routes leading out to farms and fields 
had been established by 1825, however two routes which appear to have had a 
longer history were already in decline by that time. The first (SGSMR 1329) 
survives in part as the section of Station Road from Gloucester Road to Conyger 
Road and from there south as Shellard Road with some stretches being marked 
by property boundaries, it has been claimed as being of Roman origin this claim 
cannot be substantiated but a medieval or slightly earlier date cannot be ruled 
out. The second, (SGSMR 13927) which lies slightly to the west might be 
considered as a shortening of the other route has almost disappeared although its 
origin on Gloucester Road, opposite Filton House and its southern egress is 
perpetrated by a gap between houses on Northville Road.  

Bridges  [Map A:] 
 
Filton Bridge is noted on the 1881 OS map, the current bridge is relatively recent 
but almost certainly replaces a medieval structure. The bridge was rebuilt in the 
1960s and although it would appear unlikely it is not impossible that some of the 
medieval structure may survive below ground or less likely within the current 
structure. There will have been a bridge over the Bradley Brook on the eastern 
edge of the parish but it seems unlikely that any trace of this will have survived 
major roadworks of the latter part of the twentieth century. 

5.3 Settlement core [Map A:] 

The settlement 
 

The appearance of Filton on the map of 1825 almost certainly approximates to 
its layout during the medieval period consisting as it does of a number of small 
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farms with associated closes and orchards lying close round the church. 
Although not strictly planned as in the case of towns such as Thornbury and 
Chipping Sodbury the layout of the buildings and closes does not have a random 
appearance and this may indicate that the layout may have its origins as a 
planned late Saxon manor. A small number of farms; Filton Hill Farm, Rodney 
Hill Farm and Conyger Farm; lying slightly further out complete the picture of 
settlement in the parish. A tithe barn has been noted probably in the area of 
Filton House (Harris 1995, 301) but the evidence is not compelling. 
 
Manor House 
 
The Saxon evidence (see above) indicates that there was probably a manor house 
within the parish, Harris (1995, 45) locates it at Conyger House, although the 
reasons for this choice are not stated. 
 
Parish Boundary Bank 
 
What may be part of a medieval  boundary bank between the parishes of Filton 
and Horfield has been noted by Harris (1995, 235). 

 

 

5.4 Religious sites and cemeteries 

Church [Map A:] 
 
The Church of St Peter dates to c1340 (Verey 1970) but little of the original 
fabric survives apart from the tower. The C14 detail on the tower which Verey 
used for dating may be additional and a reworking of existing features; the upper 
part of the tower appears to be of a slightly different build with the implication 
that the original tower is somewhat older than its details might make it appear 
(Evans 2000, Harris 1984). The church was extensively rebuilt in 1845 when 
much of the original stone was reused, and a new nave and sanctuary were added 
in 1961. There is some suggestion that the present church may have Saxon, or at 
least Norman origins (Harris 1984). When the church was being demolished 
prior to rebuilding in the C19 herring-bone masonry was discovered. Although 
herring-bone masonry is not exclusively Saxon in origin, a date soon after the 
Norman Conquest is implied for the fabric. 

Rectory 
 
The rectory demolished in 1966 appears to have had Tudor origins (Harris 1995, 
48).  
 

5.5 Standing buildings 

Apart from the church the footprint of one building, dated as late seventeenth 
century on its outward appearance, now known as The Galleon, Conyger Road, 
may date from the later medieval period. 
 

No map has been produced for the Medieval period: features are depicted on the Post-Medieval 

map. 
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6.0 POST-MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY (16th-18th century) 

6.1 Sources of evidence 

 Below ground intervention: None recorded. 
 Field survey work: None recorded. 
 Standing buildings: Study of church and principal buildings (Verey 

1970); List of buildings of special architectural or historic interest (DoE 
1984). 

 Maps: Plan analysis of Tithe map of 1839 and Ordnance Survey map of 
1882. 

 Documentary evidence: Antiquarian account (Atkyns 1712); 
Antiquarian account (Rudder 1779). 

 Archaeological/historical research: The Archaeology of Avon (Aston 
& Iles 1988). 

 

6.2 Watercourses, roads and routeways 

Watercourses  
 
The Bradley Brook and the Filton Brook are depicted on the Parish Map of 1825 
and their courses are unlikely to have changed little from the Medieval period. 

Roads  
 
The main routes the current Gloucester Road and the east west Gypsy Patch 
Road together with a number of more local routes leading out to farms and fields 
had been established by 1825, however two routes which appear to have had a 
longer history were already in decline by that time. They may have medieval or 
earlier origins. The Gloucester Road was turnpiked in 1727 (Buchannan and 
Coussons 1969,177). Turnpiked roads employed a system of tolls to pay for 
maintenance they were greatly resented and attacks on toll gates were not 
uncommon especially in the early period, for example in 1734 when all the gates 
between Bristol and Gloucester were destroyed. Problems were still occurring as 
late as 1749 but the situation eventually stabilized and a good infrastructure was 
in place. While some turnpikes involved the construction of new roads, in most 
cases like the Gloucester road through Filton existing routes were upgraded. 
Services such as smithies, inns and shops were attracted to these roads. While 
they could lead to the demise of earlier routes such as those noted above local 
communities certainly benefited. Although on a smaller scale areas such as 
Filton were the motorway service areas of their day.  

Milestones 

Two milestones are marked along the Gloucester Road on the 1881 map they 
may original date to the turnpiking of the road in 1737, or even earlier. A 
milestone is noted on the 1995 next to the catholic church but it is not certain if 
this is the original or a replace. The site of the northern one just south of Filton 
Bridge is not marked and it may have disappeared during roadwork. 

Bridges  
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Filton Bridge is depicted on the Parish Map of 1825 but a medieval date for the 
structure is not impossible. The upgrading of the Gloucester Road may have 
involved rebuilding or strengthening of the bridge. There will have been a bridge 
over the Bradley Brook on the eastern edge of the parish but it seems unlikely 
that any trace of this will have survived major roadworks of the latter part of the 
twentieth century. 
 

6.3 Settlement Core 

By 1835 the historic core of Filton comprised the church and rectory, a number 
of farms and dwellings with attached orchards and closes, together with various 
service buildings around the junction of Gloucester Road and Conyger Road. 
There were outlying farms at Filton Hill Farm, Rodney Hill Farm and Conyger 
Farm. A small building possibly a barn is depicted on the 1825 map and a 
second building with a large paddock was also present. Some new building can 
be provisionally dated to the post medieval period. Filton House would appear to 
be a new build of the eighteenth century. Rodney Hall an eighteenth century 
house which was rebuilt on a grander style c 1890 probably stands on an earlier 
site was demolished c1995. Individual buildings are marked on the nineteenth 
century map. There are local claims that the settlement was destroyed by Prince 
Rupert during the English Civil War. Prince Rupert was certainly in the area as 
he was involved in sieges and relief missions to Gloucester and Bristol but the 
claim has not been substantiated. 

Manor House 
 
The Saxon evidence (see above) indicates that there was probably a manor house 
within the parish, Harris (1995, 45) locates it at Conyger House, although the 
reasons for this choice are not stated. 

 
Parish Boundary Bank 
 
What may be part of a medieval  boundary bank between the parishes of Filton 
and Horfield has been noted by Harris (1995, 235). 
 
Public houses  
 

There were three Inns, the Horseshoe, The Plough and the Anchor in the 
settlement by the middle of the nineteenth century. These buildings may have 
their origins as inns in the eighteenth century when the main road was turnpiked. 
The Horseshoe was an Inn by 1881 (Harris 1995, 14). The building has been 
substantially rebuilt but may have eighteenth century origins. (Evans D R site 
visit) it has an associated smithy (to the south) from which it was presumably 
named. Its small size makes it unlikely that it functioned as a coaching Inn, but it 
would have been a convenient stop on the Old Gloucester Road. The Plough is 
housed in what appears to be an eighteenth century building. The Anchor was an 
Inn by 1751 (Harris 1995, 64) it was heavily rebuilt in the late nineteenth 
century. It was demolished in the late 1990s but an Inn called The Mill House 
stands on the site although further back from the road. 
 
Smithy 
 
A smithy was present, south of the Horseshoe in 1672 (Harris 1995, 49). 
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Pound 
 
A pound, just to the south of the church is depicted on the 1881 and was 
probably present from the eighteenth century. 
 
Rectory 
 
The rectory demolished in 1966 appears to have had Tudor origins (Harris 1995, 
48).  

 
6.4 Religious sites and cemeteries 

Church [Map B:] 
 
The church continued in used during this period it was described as consisting 
small low fabric with a nave and a semi-transept projecting on the south side 
(Harris 1984) A chest tomb dating to 1764 commemorates a member of the 
Turner family, a listed structure is located within the churchyard. 
 
Non-conformist chapels [Map B:] 
 
There were no chapels dating earlier than the mid C19 in the parish. 

6.5 Standing buildings 

The Galleon Club Conyger Road was constructed c1700 with an additional front 
range dating to the late C18. Historical information (Filton Historical Research 
Group) suggests that this house was Lower House or Lower House Farm and 
there are two dates of changing tenancy 1715 and 1792 which may be relevant to 
the two buildings periods. The interior was not inspected during listing so it is 
possible that the present facades hide an earlier building. 

Filton House was constructed in the mid to late C18 it has been heavily restored, 
and the south block added in the mid C20 when used by the Bristol Airplane 
Company as offices, it was linked to New Filton House after 1936. A set of gates 
and gate piers can also be dated to the C18  
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7.0 EARLY MODERN (19th century) 

7.1 Sources of evidence 

 Field survey work: Site visit; Evans 2000 
 Standing buildings: Study of church and principal buildings (Verey 

1970); List of buildings of special architectural or historic interest (DoE 
1984). 

 Maps: Plan analysis of the Tithe Map of 1839 and Ordnance Survey map 
of 1881. 

 Archaeological/historical research: The Archaeology of Avon (Aston 
& Iles 1988). Railways 

7.2 Watercourses, roads and routeways 

Watercourses 
 
Both the 1840 Tithe map and 1880 Ordnance Survey map show the virtually the 
same courses for watercourses in Filton. A minor modification almost certainly 
connected with the enclosure of the Broadmead common in 1857 saw the 
straightening and diverting southward of the Filton Brook at its eastern end 
where it meets the Bradley Brook. 

Roads 
 
The construction of the Bristol to South Wales Railway effectively severed the 
old path to Stoke Gifford and in 1899 this was replaced by the New Road which 
for the time at a width of 36ft was a major highway (Harris 1995, 75). 

Milestones 

Two milestones are marked along the Gloucester Road on the 1881 they may 
original date to the turnpiking of the road or even earlier. A milestone is noted 
on the 1995 next to the catholic church but it is not certain if this is the original. 
The site of the northern one just south of Filton Bridge is not marked and it may 
have disappeared during roadwork. 

Bridges   
 
Filton Bridge is depicted on the Parish Map of 1825 but a medieval date for the 
structure is not impossible. The upgrading of the Gloucester Road may have 
involved rebuilding or strengthening of the bridge. There will have been a bridge 
over the Bradley Brook on the eastern edge of the parish but it seems unlikely 
that any trace of this will have survived major roadworks of the latter part of the 
twentieth century. 
 
Railways   
 
A plan to link Bristol to the Severn ferry then operation from Old Passage to a 
new site at New Passage was mooted in the 1840s but came to nothing The first 
Railway to be routed through the parish was constructed by the Bristol and 
South Wales Union Company (1857-1863) as a single track, it linked Bristol 
Temple Meads to a pier on the Severn at New Passage where passengers were 
able to board the ferry at any state of the tide. Stations were opened at Filton 
(Old Station) and Patchway (Old Station). The transfer from train to ferry then to 
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train again was not very efficient and a tunnel was planned in the 1870s but 
nothing happened until the mid 1880s. The Severn tunnel was opened in 1886 
and to cope with the expected increase in traffic the line was doubled 
necessitating the relocation of Patchway station which was opened in 1885. The 
new station was called Patchway and Stoke Gifford. 
 

7.3  Settlement Core 

The Settlement pattern as established on the parish map of 1825 persisted 
throughout most of the C19. One small building possibly a barn is shown on the 
parish map but does not appear on the 1881 map (P1006)A detailed account of 
the development of the settlement can be found in Harris (1995. 36-52). Cherry 
Rock Farm (renamed Westwood by 1902) was constructed between 1825 and 
1881, it was demolished and covered by an extension of the aircraft factory after 
World War Two. Small areas of housing were constructed between 1870 and 
1902 most notable of these were Fairlawn House, later used as offices by the 
Bristol Aeroplane Company was constructed c1870 it was demolished c1995; a 
small estate part of the area of Conyger Farm and the beginnings of Victoria 
Park. This latter was intended to include an area of public park but this part of 
the scheme never materialized. A number of building adjacent to the current 
roundabout at the end of the 1960’s Link Road, and along the northern edge of 
Southmead Road were built by William Shield. 
 
Public Houses  
 
Three Inns, the Horseshoe, Plough and Anchor were present by the mid 
nineteenth century. The Anchor Inn a coaching inn (established by 1751) had 
been rebuilt on a much larger scale between 1881 and 1905, it was demolished 
in the late c1990 but the site is still occupied by an inn, (The Mill House).  
Harris (1995, 49) suggests that the Plough and the Horseshoe originated as 
cottages which became inns as a result of and increase in demand created by the 
influx of railway workers at the time. The Horseshoe may have been named after 
the visit of Princess Victoria to the adjacent smithy. An earlier origin for these 
buildings has been suggested above. 
 
Smithy 
 
A smithy established before 1672 was visited by Princess Victoria shortly before 
her coronation after her horse shed a shoe. Buildings of the Smithy were still 
present in 1935 but by 1999 only the rear outer wall survived as the boundary to 
a car park. 
 
Saw pit 
 
Opposite the smithy a saw pit is marked on the 1881 map it had disappeared by 
1902. 
 
Rectory 
 
The rectory appears to have been rebuilt after 1876 it was demolished in 1966, 
(Harris 1995, 48). It had extensive grounds including a walled kitchen garden 
and orchard.  
 
Parish pound 
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A pound, just to the south of the church is depicted on the 1881 and was 
probably present from the eighteenth century. A late nineteenth century 
photograph (Harris 1995, 39) depicts this structure as a series of low walls, 
perhaps with an attached lockup. The pound together with a row of cottages 
know as the Rank, was demolished shortly after World War One.  
 
Fylton National School  

The first school in the parish consisted of a single school room with the teacher’s 
residence attached was erected in the “Churchyard garden” formerly part of the 
waste of the manor in 1850. 

7.4 Religious sites and cemeteries 

 Church [Map B:] 
 
By 1844 the church was in a state of considerable disrepair and it was decided to 
employ a local architect John Hicks (under whom the novelist Thomas Hardy 
was apprenticed) to rebuild the church Although some walling was retained only 
the tower was kept intact. The new church was built on the old foundations, 
except for the extension of the chancel, and a new south aisle and porch. The 
floor was raised some two or three foot above the old one which was often wet. 
The old floor was not removed.  
 

Non-conformist chapels [Map B:] 
 

A Wesleyan Methodist Chapel was established in Church Road, probably on 
land forming part of Church Farm 1852. It was built of rendered local limestone 
with a slate roof and a small porch. It was closed in 1925 but was used as a 
Sunday School between 1946 and 1953 (Stanbrook & Powney1989). It was 
demolished in 1963 as part of the redevelopment of Church Street. 

7.5 Extractive industrial areas and sites 

Clay Pit  
 
A small clay pit was opened just north of the Avonmouth railway on a spur track 
from the Gloucester Road between 1881 and 1902 its position suggests that its 
excavation may be related in some way to the construction of a row of houses 
along Gloucester Road known as Victoria Park. 
 

8.8 Non extractive industrial areas and sites 

Laundry 

What is now Lloyds Bank opposite the Anchor was the site of the original 
Laundry House. In the late 1890s the area to the south was purchased by William 
Shield and a new large building was constructed (detailed in Harris 1995, 267-
73) 
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8.0 20TH CENTURY MODERN DEVELOPMENT 

8.1 Sources of evidence 

 Standing buildings: Study of church and principal buildings (Verey 
1970); List of buildings of special architectural or historic interest (DoE 
1984). 

 Maps: Ordnance Survey maps (1905 1915 1935 1974 1981) RAF 
Museum Map 1927 1946 1948 1951. 

 Archaeological/historical research: The Archaeology of Avon (Aston 
& Iles 1988); Research into Railways in Avon (Oakley 1983). Various 
works on the aircraft Industry by Gillett and on the Parish by Harris. 

8.2 Watercourses, roads and railways 

Watercourses 
 
The Filton Brook west of Gloucester Road was culverted before 1935 its line 
can still be seen as a crop-mark in photographs of 1940.  

Roads 
 
A tramway link with a terminus at the end of Homestead Road opened in 1907, 
it was not welcomed by all and the noise “caused by the singing and shouting of 
the various Football Clubs when returning home” was noted. A bus service 
continued to Thornbury. Tramcar operation ceased in 1939. 
 
The 1927 RAF map includes proposals for the widening and straightening of 
Gypsy Patch Lane near the then entrance to the airfield, the proposals were never 
carried out. Apart from the construction of roads connected with housing 
development one major change took place in the road network between 1935 
and 1940 this was the stopping of Gypsy Patch Lane (sometimes known as 
Hayes Lane) between Hayes Farm and Gloucester Road and the construction of 
the western bypass now known as Highwood Road. Gypsy Patch Lane was still 
in use in 1931 (Wakefield 1990, 27) and marked on the 1936 OS map, but not 
on a Luftwaffe target map based on the 1938 OS map (Wakefield 1990 35), and 
still shows as a cropmark on a Luftwaffe reconnaissance photograph of 
September 1940 (Wakefield 1990, 31). The same photograph shows a section of 
the bypass road which is not visible on the 1938 OS map, a second photograph 
(covering a slightly different area) taken after the raid shows the whole of the 
road (Wakefield 1990, 110). The OS map however must be considered as 
unreliable because for security reasons some buildings within the airfield are 
omitted and this may be the case with the road. A date between 1935 and 
September 1940 probably 1938 to September 1940 within the period of the 
establishment of the need to rearm the Royal Air Force and date of the Luftwaffe 
photographs seems probable.  

The western bypass was itself closed as a result of the extension of the east west 
runway for the Brabazon project in 1946. 

The 1956 Bristol Development Plan included an approved route for an outer ring 
route and part of this was constructed in the period 1960-62 (Harris 1995, 265) 
between Bromley Heath and Filton. The works involved a new roundabout at the 
bottom of the New Road to Stoke Gifford the widening and realignment of 
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Station Road, which involved some demolition, and a new link to the Gloucester 
Road ending in a large roundabout. The latter involved the demolition of the 
War Memorial Hall, Post Office, Fire Station and a private house on the east 
side of the Gloucester Road. On the West side the roundabout was 
accommodated by the loss of some gardens, the forecourt of the Methodist 
chapel and an area of former housing present in 1936 and presumably lost to 
bombing The Link Road ran to the south of the area of Medieval settlement, 
presumably on cost rather than historical considerations. Subsequently and 
presumably not very much later Gloucester Road from the roundabout 
northwards was doubled in width on its eastern side. Apart from some loss of 
housing in Victoria Park road construction saw only the loss of front gardens. 

Milestones 

Two milestones are marked along the Gloucester Road on the 1881 they may 
original date to the turnpiking of the road or even earlier. A milestone is noted 
on the 1995 next to the catholic church but it is not certain if this is original. The 
site of the northern one just south of Filton Bridge is not marked and it may have 
disappeared during roadwork involved in the construction of a tunnel under the 
road to link the aircraft works in 1937. 

Bridges 
 
During the road works associated with the widening of Gloucester Road North 
Filton bridge was rebuilt entirely and it would appear unlikely that any of the 
original bridge survives within the current structure, however the bridge is 
considerably longer than the original and some structural evidence may survive 
below ground. The construction of a roundabout at the junction of the New Road 
and Station Road almost certainly led to the removal of any traces of the bridge 
over the Bradley Brook. The widening of Station Road involved the construction 
of a new bridge for the railway just south of Filton Station. 

Railways 
 
The next major piece of railway engineering resulted from a move to shorten the 
route from London to South Wales taking a branch from the Great Western 
Railway main line at Wottton Bassett to Filton. The work was completed in 
1903. At the Filton end two spurs were constructed, the northern one taking the 
London trains to South Wales and the southern was used as a relief line for 
trains to Bristol. By 1908 a link to the Bristol Gloucester line at Winterbourne 
provided a shorter link from Bristol to Gloucester and the midlands. Filton 
Station was relocated to the north just inside the southern spur to serve both 
lines, serving a similar function to the later Bristol Parkway station. Filton old 
station was converted into a goods coal yard and functioned as such until the 
construction of Filton Abbey Wood Station in the 1990s. The cut off line 
provided scope for the linking of the new London route to Avonmouth which 
was completed in 1910 by a extension of the east west route together with two 
further spurs, the northern of which had no rails laid on it before 1935. The line 
was mainly intended as a freight line but provision for the possibility of an 
expanding population meant that a number of stations including one at Filton 
Gloucester Road were built, they were only in use until 1915. New Filton 
Platform was built on the same site and opened in 1926, it continued to serve the 
aircraft factory until 1986. 
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Although outside the study area mention must be made of Bristol Parkway 
Station opened in 1972 in order to lure motorist onto Inter City trains it has been 
a considerable success it was never adequate for its success and is current being 
rebuilt on a grander scale. The latest railway development is the opening of a 
new station, named Filton Abbey Wood, to serve the Ministry of Defence 
establishment at Abbey Wood which lies within Stoke Gifford Parish, this 
station was opened on 19

th
 March 1996. 

 
8.8 Settlement growth and civic buildings [Map ] 

The twentieth century saw the complete transformation of the agricultural 
landscape of Filton into a military-industrial-suburban complex. Perhaps the 
pivotal point was the arrival of the first tram in 1907. Although it is possible to 
trace the settlement core as established by 1825 on the ground, of the outlying 
farms; Filton Hill Farm, Rodney Hill, Conyger and Cherry Hill (added after 
1825) only Conyger survives in any recognizable form, and this with a rebuilt 
core. A barn and paddock (T1005) which survived up to 1935 disappeared 
shortly afterwards with the construction of Stanley Avenue. 

Settlement growth before 1935 

Although there are individual differences in housing areas their general 
characteristics can be defined. Considerable further study is needed to fully 
complete the picture of housing development in the area. An area which might 
be seen a forming a microcosm of the development of suburban housing in 
twentieth century England. What follows is a brief outline which combines map 
study and limited fieldwork.  

The small scale development initiated in the late nineteenth century continued in 
the early part of the twentieth. Fairlawn Avenue was constructed c1900 for 
tramway staff it eventually was used by the aircraft company and now lies 
wholly within the area of the works. Victoria Park was extended during the first 
decade of the twentieth century. The area between Southmead Road and 
Gloucester Road was the first area to be developed on any major scale, 
Charborough Road had been laid out before 1902 and the rest of the 
infrastructure in this area was complete by 1915 however very little housing was 
in place before 1915. It would also appear likely that the east side of Gloucester 
Road was intended for housing and a small terrace had been built here before 
1915. The presence of the tram line to Bristol being an important factor in the 
choice of this area for housing.  A bank on the corner of Braemar Avenue and 
Gloucester Road was constructed before 1935, it was extended later and is still 
in use today. A small group of shops on the opposite side og Gloucester Road 
probably dates to the same period. Although most of this area had been infilled 
before 1935 some areas were still open at this time indeed development here was 
slow and there were some gaps even as late as 1951.  

Between 1919 and 1935 four areas of development can be isolated, to the east of 
Gloucester Road including the western part of Northville Road, the Northville 
estate, either side of Station Road and finally along Conyger Road. The first and 
last would appear to be the earliest with the middle two being probably 
contemporary. The development along Gloucester road consisted mainly of 
detached villa type housing but includes Gayner Road a council estate of sixty 
houses completed in 1923, (Harris 1995, 252). The Northville estate consists 
almost entirely of terraces with the occasional group of small semi-detached 
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houses, these latter may be infill of bombed areas. The Northville estate was 
largely complete by 1935. The area on either side of Station Road had been built 
up with semi-detached houses before 1935 with a partial road network in place 
to the south.  

Settlement growth after 1935 

Estates where construction was under way by 1935 continued to grow in the 
period 1935-40 and construction continued after the war but the evidence from 
the 1951 map indicates that many of the schemes were incomplete. Some nine 
hundred houses were damaged or destroyed in a raid on 25

th
 September 1940. 

Victoria Park was almost entirely destroyed with the sole survivor being 219-
221 Gloucester Road which is used today as a transport café. Apart from this 
area, and an occasional gap such as that on the junction of Southmead Road and 
Gloucester Road, however, most buildings appear to have been repaired. Air raid 
shelters many of them hastily dug trenches, for example at the top of Bronksea 
Road (presumably at the junction with Gloucester Road an open plot at the 
time), were provided at various locations from 1939. A number of gun 
emplacements, balloon barrages and pill box defences were constructed inn 
various parts of the parish, unfortunately their exact location is not noted. (Harris 
1995, 297). The possibility of the use of Poison gas led to the construction of a 
decontamination centre on Braemar Crescent, the building went through a 
number of other uses but appears to survive today. 

A new area of housing now known as Filton Hill had begun construction by 
1951 and was largely complete by 1959 culminating in the construction of Filton 
Hill School. In the Northville and New Leaze areas south of Station Road, 
although there was some infilling (Roycroft Road was laid out in 1946 and 
Brabazon Road is presumably of a similar if slightly later date) and expansion 
during this period (1946-1951) building was largely complete by the mid 1950s. 
There are a number of indications, such as the incomplete nature of the road 
network, that the current playing fields were intended for housing, however this 
did not happen and the majority of the remaining area was retained as open 
space. The housing east of Filton Avenue (in place by 1951) appears to be 
slightly different from that to the west and is probably dateable to the immediate 
post war period. 

In the 1960s and early 70s the area between the existing housing and the railway 
line was colonized with work being complete before 1981. This period also saw 
the redevelopment of the historic core of Filton and although late C19 buildings 
survive along Gloucester Road little of the original character of this area is 
apparent today. The late 1990s saw the demolition of the laundry at Shield 
House and the redevelopment of this area as a retail centre. The construction of 
the link road and the eastward widening of Gloucester Road North led to a loss 
of some houses particularly at the eastern end of Station Road on its north side. 
Apart from buildings filling the southern part of the former allotments Filton has 
few buildings of the 1980s and 90s and these are almost entirely confined to 
infill behind existing housing. An exception being the flats along the eastern side 
of Shellard Avenue. Apart from the construction of the Shield Retail Centre the 
late 1990s saw the foundation of Filton Abbey Wood station and the 
replacement of the coal yard on the site of Filton Station by a small industrial 
estate. 

Public Houses  
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The Horseshoe and the Plough continued in use throughout the twentieth 
century, the Anchor was demolished in 1995. The King George VI appears to 
date to shortly after 1951. It is a large estate pub and the only one within the 
parish not on the Gloucester Road. The Millhouse was constructed to the west of 
the site of the Anchor after 1995, the site of the Anchor exists as the current beer 
garden. 

Smithy 
 
Buildings of the Smithy were still present in 1935 but by 1999 only the rear 
outer wall survived as the boundary to a car park. 
 
Rectory 
 
The rectory appears to have been rebuilt after 1876. It had extensive grounds 
including a walled kitchen garden and orchard. Between 1915 and 1935 the 
garden and orchard appear to have been sold off with the main entrance now 
being from the Gloucester Road. A number of ancillary buildings south of the 
rectory appear to have been demolished by this time. The rectory was finally 
demolished in 1966 and replaced by a garage some garden walls appear to 
survive. 
 

Civic Buildings [Map E:] 

War Memorial Hall 

This was constructed in 1927 and detailed history of this building can be found 
in Harris (1995, 256-66). A photograph of the building shortly before demolition 
displays the nature of the building. The building in the Arts and Crafts style, 
although rather late for the type it was rendered and painted above a brick plinth 
The front has a large flat roofed lobby with porches on either size, the window 
surrounds are in brick and all are composed of multiple lights. The pitched, tiled 
roof is topped with a small bell cote. The building was demolished in October 
1962 to make way for the roundabout at western end of the Link Road. 

Folk Centre 

The replacement for the War Memorial Hall was constructed in 1967 on the site 
of redundant tennis courts within the playing field, a second storey was added 
shortly afterwards and it was extended in size in 1975. 

Police Station 

After occupying a number of buildings during the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries a purpose built police station was constructed in 1955. 

Schools 

Fylton National School  

The school remained in use throughout the first half of the twentieth century 
even after the building of the Charborough Road and Shield Road schools in the 
late 1920s and early 1930s. It was demolished 1955 to make way for a parish 
hall. 

Charbourough Road Council School  
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Reflecting population growth the first school to be built in the parish in the 
twentieth century was opened in 1927. It remains in use today.   

Charborough Road Secondary School 

Charborough Road Secondary School was opened in 1934. The school was 
closed in 1969 when combined with Filton High School but its premises were 
soon reused as an educational establishment when Stokesbrook handicapped 
school transferred from the site they had occupied within the area of Filton High 
School. It is known as Filton Park special school 

Shield Road Primary School 

Opened in 1938 it had a roll of 700 by 1948; it was soon over capacity and other 
buildings including the decontamination centre on Filton Park had to be utilized. 

Filton Hill Primary School 

Sufficient capacity for primary pupils was only achieved towards the end of the 
construction of the Filton Hill estate with a new school dating to 1954 

Patchway Secondary 

Children from Patchway had attended schools in Filton until 1952 when a new 
school was constructed within that parish. 

Filton High  

Increased numbers of children of secondary school age from 1943 onwards led 
to the demand for a new high school and this led finally to the foundation of 
Filton High School, just outside the parish on the New Road in 1959. 

Technical College 1961 

An area of Victoria Park which had been damaged in an air raid and the houses 
subsequently demolished (the area is shown open on the 1951 map) was chosen 
for the site of Filton Technical College. Although the main block has been 
replaced some early 1950 buildings appear to survive. 

 

Filton College 

Filton college was originally established in 1939 as a training school for 
apprentices, it was converted into a medical centre in 1956. (eh) 

 

Cinema 

A cinema had been constructed towards the southern end of Gloucester Road 
before 1936, the area is not covered by the 1951 map but a building, probably 
the same one is shown in 1974, the structure had been replaced before 1999. 

8.4 Religious sites and cemeteries 

Church [Map E:] 
 
The church was extended to the north with a new chancel in 1960/1, at the same 
time the parapet added to the tower in 1845 was removed. It is not known if any 
archaeological work was carried out during rebuilding. The cemetery was 
extended c1904 over a triangular area of what may have functioned as a 
market/fair area (Evans D R site visit). It was again extended in 1937, south to 
Church Road and west to Gloucester Road. 
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Roman Catholic Church 
 
There were few Catholics recorded in Filton before the end of the nineteenth 
century but by 1925 there were sufficient numbers to demand a church. What 
was considered to be a temporary structure intended as a church hall was opened 
in 1927. No 71 Gloucester Road was purchased in 1956 and was retained as a 
presbytery. The church was never large enough for the area it served and the 
foundation stone for a new structure was laid in May 1959 and the fine basilica 
type building opened in 1960. A new social centre was opened in 1975.  
 
Non-conformist chapels [Map E:] 
 
Filton Methodist (1) Church Road 
 
A Wesleyan Methodist Chapel was established in Church Road, probably on 
land forming part of Church Farm 1852. It was built of rendered local limestone 
with a slate roof and a small porch. It was closed in 1925 but was used as a 
Sunday School between 1946 and 1953, (Stanbrook & Powney1989). It was 
demolished in 1963 as part of the redevelopment of Church Street. 

Filton Methodist (2) Gloucester Road North 

A replacement for the chapel in Church Road was constructed in 1925 and was 
used till 1958 when it was replaced by a larger building. The building survives 
as a library. It is constructed of dressed sandstone with a tiled roof with lead 
light windows it had two room with kitchen to the rear, (Stanbrook & 
Powney1989). 

Filton Methodist (3) St Andrews Church Elm Park 

A replacement for the above built in 1958. It is constructed of brick with a 
copper clad roof. It comprises a large suite of modern buildings, with seating for 
500, in addition there is a church hall, five side rooms and ancillary rooms, 
(Stanbrook & Powney1989). 

Salvation Army Local Headquarters Filton Avenue 
 
A Salvation army meeting room was built in 1930, the meetings ceased in 1970 
and the building was used as a clothing store up to 1976 when the building was 
reopened as an area headquarters, (Harris 1995, states that it closed completely 
in 1976). It is built of red brick with Bath stone dressings (Stanbrook & 
Powney1989).  
 
Bethany Gospel Filton Avenue 
 
The original building was a wooden hut constructed in 1953 (Harris 1996 has 
1950) it was replaced in 1956 by a rendered brick building with a tiled roof and 
metal framed windows. It was originally built alongside the wooden hut which 
was removed when the later building was extended (Stanbrook & Powney1989). 
 

8.5 The Airfield 
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Although much work has been undertaken on the development of the aircraft 
industry less has been done on the development of the airfield, fortunately a 
number of maps (RAF 1927, 1945, 1948, 1951) and aerial photographs, help to 
outline the general development of this area. While there is no doubt that 
substantial demolition has taken place after 1945, much of it in the 1990s, a 
detailed survey of this area is urgently required. The airfield was first used (from 
1910) by the British and Colonial Aeroplane Co. Ltd. for testing aircraft. During 
the First Word War the airfield was used for training Royal Flying Corps (later 
Royal Air Force) pilots (Ashworth 1990). At this stage the only preparation 
required for the airfield was the removal of field boundaries and leveling. The 
1927 map depicts a landing circle of 180 yards internal diameter marked out by a 
6 foot wide circle of chalk and this feature may date to World War One or 
shortly after. It had been removed, or infilled by 1940 (Wakefield 1990, 31 91 
Luftwaffe aerial photographs) probably as a security measure. It is possible that 
some part of this feature survives in the angle between the two, later runways. 
The core of the buildings serving the airfield were either constructed between 
1916 and 1927 (RAF Museum Map 1927) or were proposed for building on the 
1927 map. Some of these buildings appear not to have been built and although 
there are some signs of modification and new build after 1935 and during World 
War Two the core area of occupation was substantial the same in 1945 as it had 
been in 1927. (RAF Museum Map 1945) One building dating from the first 
World War has been identified (R145 Lake J Pers. Comm) a hanger dating to 
just before World War One which survived up to 1999 when it can be seen on 
aerial photographs.  

 
Two buildings dating from the inter-war period were recorded in 1993, a  store 
dating to the 1920s (Francis 1996, 57) and a camera obscura building (used to 
check a pilots ability to fly straight, find wind speed and direction and simulate 
level bombing) (Francis 1996, 166). Upgrading of the airfield began shortly 
before the Second World War. 
 
Second World War features 
 

 Various units including squadrons 501 and 263, the latter armed with Gloster 
Gladiators were stationed at Filton between the beginning of World War II and 
April 1940 from which period it was, apart from the presence of barrage 
balloons virtually undefended from air attack The increase in importance of the 
aircraft works and to a lesser extent the existence of the airfield (the lack of 
aircraft may indeed have been a deciding factor) prompted an attack by the 
Luftwaffe on 25

th
 September 1940. A well planned and virtually undefended 

attack resulted in the dropping of 100 tons of bombs on the factories causing 
over 300 casualties destroying eight planes and damaging an other twelve, on the 
ground (Wakefield 1990). As a result 17 Hurricanes of 504 squadron were 
placed on the airfield from the following day. The unfortunate, belated 
placement of these planes had an unexpected positive result when, on the 27

th
 

September, an attack on Yate airfield and works (believed at the time to be a 
second attack on Filton) was dispersed and virtually destroyed. Other attacks, 
usually as part of other raids, happened at infrequent intervals until 11

th
 April 

1942 when a wind tunnel and office building were destroyed (Ashworth 1990, 
87-9, 237-8). 

Both the aircraft factory and the airfield were well provided with air-raid shelters 
a number of which survive along the A38 (SGSMR 9721) as well as within the 
factory area itself. Due to a number of false alarms, which caused as much 
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disruption to production as did the raids themselves, local air raid precautions 
were taken at the factory. These were largely successful both in minimizing 
disruption and casualties except during the September raid when a series of six 
shelters were damaged and one was destroyed by a direct hit. 

Construction of more permanent all-weather surfaces for the runways and 
taxiways began before September 1940 (Wakefield 1990, 31, 111) when the east 
west runway can be seen under construction. The runways were completed in 
1941/2 were of 4500ft (E/W) and 4010ft (NE/SW). A new series of barracks 
were constructed north of Hayes Lane east of the farm and a large 
decontamination centre was added to the complex south of Hayes Lane. During 
the second half of the war, the airfield was used up to late 1944 (at least 
October) by the United States Army Air Force to assemble aircraft shipped in 
via Avonmouth docks. The planes were site tested and flown on to other 
airfields. Approximately 500 personnel were employed and accommodation for 
these people together with four transportable sheds known as Butler Combat 
Hangers were erected on part of the airfield to the north west of Hayes Farm. A 
number of structures survive in this area but their exact nature and date is 
uncertain. 

Local defence 

Filton was not a front line airfield during the period of the Battle of Britain June 
to September 1940, and no particular provision would appear to have been made 
for its defence against either air landing, ground based or sabotage attacks, 
(Dobinson 2000). Anti-aircraft artillery provision tended to be dealt with on a 
regional rather than a local basis but some local defence was provided for. A 
three storey flak tower (SGSMR 9928) constructed in post and slab fashion with 
brick sides and a flat roof platform has been reported from within the airfield 
(Richards 1981, 65), what may well be this structure has been noted on aerial 
photographs. 

Two pill boxes (concrete constructed machine gun posts)  (SGSMR 9718, 9719) 
have been recorded just to the south of Filton station near the bridge over Gypsy 
Patch Lane close to the aircraft engine works. They do not form part of either 
one of the national or local stop lines constructed 1940-41 (Alexander 1999) in 
the south west and it is possible that they formed an outer defence line for the 
airfield based on the prominent railway embankment. A number of gun 
emplacements, balloon barrages and pill box defences were constructed inn 
various parts of the parish, unfortunately their exact location is not noted. A 
company of Local Defence Volunteers (LDV later Home Guard), under a 
Captain Mainwaring, was charged with the protection of the airfield (Harris 
1995, 297). 

The 1945 plan of the airfield depicts a number of defence posts and searchlight 
positions around the perimeter of the airfield and these presumably date to the 
early part of World War Two. 

After World War II 

The major change to the airfield immediately following World War Two was the 
construction of a new runway for testing the Brabazon aircraft It was 2,780m 
long and 100m wide and included three turning circles. Within the original 
airfield the east west runway was utilized as the base for the new one being 
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widened by 25m on each side. It also involved an additional land take of 50 
hectares involved the destruction of the village of Charlton and the severing of 
the bypass road. At the time it was the largest runway in the world. The 
Brabazon project was cancelled in 1953. The existence of the lavish runway was 
a contributory factor to the allocation of the Concorde project to Bristol in 1962. 
The first test flight took place in April 1969. More recently the European airbus, 
F1-11 and VC10 have used the runway. The airfield, with the addition of 
modern radar equipment and some additional buildings including a relatively 
new control tower is still in use although flights are restricted by a number of 
considerations. Council policy is against any commercialization of the airport 
and Bristol’s main airport is at Lulsgate, another World War II site, south of the 
city. The only scheduled flights are internal flights run by British Aerospace. 

8.7 Non-extractive industrial areas and sites 

Aircraft industry 
 
A detailed description of the development of the aircraft industry will not be 
attempted here as it is fully summarized by Gillett (1995, 1999) who includes a 
comprehensive bibliography, however note is made of the main building periods 
and structures. Unless otherwise stated the following section derives from these 
reports. 
 
1910 -1935 
 
The first structures, of what was eventually to become the aircraft factory, were 
built in 1908 and formed two iron sheds used as a bus depot and bus chassis 
manufacturing unit for the Bristol Tramways Company. They still survive with 
in the factory. They were leased to the British and Colonial Aeroplane Co. Ltd. 
in 1910. Initial manufacture, building planes under licence was not a success but 
production of the locally designed Boxkite most emphatically was. Production 
modest by today’s standards was perhaps up to 100 by 1911. Filton house was 
acquired in 1912 as offices. Not unexpectedly expansion took place during 
World War I with a number of new sheds incorporating the original sheds, an 
erecting hall and canteen were built. Fairlawn House was purchased in 1916 and 
continued in occupation until demolition in 1995. Further expansion took place 
in 1917 and 1918. 
 
Within the airfield an aircraft acceptance park was constructed in 1917, they 
were intended for flight testing, storage and distribution to operational squadrons 
the aircraft acceptance park was closed in 1919 and ultimately became the West 
Works. Additional buildings were added c 1927 and the west works was to 
concentrate on engine manufacture. A number of new structures were erected in 
this area with the original separate blocks becoming one continuous unit. 
 
1935 - 1945 
 
The decision to rearm the Royal Air Force led to a considerable building 
program both at the main site and at two new sites within the area. 
 
a) Main Works (Aircraft) 
 
The erecting halls unchanged since 1916 were doubled in size to 11,000 sq. m. 
they opened onto a new road which led directly to the airfield. The road line is 
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depicted on the 1935 but the eventual line was slightly  further out. The machine 
shop and tool room were extended and a number of new buildings including 
metal stores, wing assembly block, plating plant and spraying shop were erected. 
Expansion led to the demolition of the building at Haycroft constructed between 
1902 and 1915. 
 
West Works 
 
New hangers were built to the north of the West Works in 1944. 
 
Rodney Works 
 
 Rodney works a separate single-storey factory to specialize in aero-engine 
cowlings and exhaust systems was erected in 1936. A second  building to the 
north west was constructed between 1936 and 1939 together with two smaller 
buildings in between. Some outbuildings of Rodney Hall Farm were demolished 
to make way for the new works. 

 
Filton House 
 
The expansion of the factory included the construction of a new Art Deco style 
office building know as New Filton House (sometimes Pegasus House) designed 
by Austen Hall which provided 26,804 sq. m of office space 

 
b) East Works (Engines) 

 
In 1935 a new machine shop was provided for the engine department on a new 
site to the south of Gypsy Patch Lane. This became the main aero-engine 
production shop. A new office block facing Gloucester Road was erected on this 
site in 1936. A shadow factory was constructed on the Patchway site with 
adjacent office (1937 extended 1939), electricity sub station and engine test bed 
was erected at the eastern end of the site. The engine department expanded with 
the erection of three additional shops between 1936 and 1939. 

 
 Post World War II 

 
a) Main Works (Aircraft) 
 
Towards the end of World War II the Brabazon Committee began to look ahead 
to the development of civil aviation opportunities a contract was awarded to the 
Bristol Company in February 1944, it became clear that the size of the aircraft 
would require a new assembly hall. This hall built with considerable delays 
began in October 1945 and completed in September 1949 at a cost of 3m it was 
to become the largest of its kind in the world with a floor area of three hectares. 
The project was cancelled in 1953 and the late 50s were a period of slump for 
aircraft construction, however the existence of the new runway and the “hanger” 
as the hall was called in official reports of the time contributed to the assigning 
of the Concorde project to Bristol in 1962. After refitting production began in 
early 1964 and the first test flight took place in 1968. The hall has been 
recladded in recent times and the original north window obscured. It has been 
used assemble a number of aircraft including the F1-11, VC10 and European 
airbus  
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In 1995 the West works was demolished to make way for a postal sorting and 
distribution centre. Parts of the Rodney Works have also been demolished. 
 
b) East Works (Engines) 
 
A number of additional buildings including an inward stores and precision 
foundry were added to the existing complex in the 1950s, but the major 
developments both north of Gypsy Patch Lane and in the area of the original test 
beds was the development of a number of further testing facilities including 
wind tunnels engine testing facilities and a high altitude test plant. The merger in 
1959 of Bristol Aero Engines and Armstong Siddeley to form Bristol Siddeley 
led to further development of the site culminating in the construction of a new 
headquarters building in 1962-4 called Whittle House. In order to make way for 
the headquarters a small number of dwellings on Gypsy Patch Lane, dating to 
the inter war period were demolished. The works are still in production and 
current come within the ambit of Rolls Royce Aircraft Engine division. 
 
Sewage Works 
 
The 1916 OS map notes a small sewage works run by Sodbury district council, it 
was still present in 1936, it is not depicted on the 1951 map and had presumably 
been replaced by then. 
 
Coal yard and associated feature. 
 
In 1995 the South Gloucestershire SMR maps (SGSMR 10452) noted a coal 
yard and associated features at this location, without providing any further 
details, while it is possible that some confusion has taken place between this site 
and the conversion of Filton Old Station into a coal yard, the 1999 aerial 
photographs show a recently demolished building and an area of hard standing 
which probably mark the site of these features. There would appear to be no 
direct access to the railway and the position of these features adjacent to the line 
may be fortuitous Their current status is unknown. 
 
Laundry 
 
The Laundry underwent a major rebuilding during the 1920s when a number of 
adjacent properties were demolished to make way for it. It continued as a 
Laundry until 1951 when it was incorporated into the aircraft woks and for a 
time manufactured cars. In 1965 it became part of Filton College, when it 
became known a Shield House, it was demolished in the late 1990s and the area 
is now part of the Shield Retail Park. 
 
Concrete slab works 
 
A concrete slab works is noted on Station Road just to the north of the site of 
Filton (old) Station on the 1935 map, it was still present in 1981 but had been 
replaced by a warehouse/shop by 1999.  
 

8.8 Extractive industrial areas and sites 

Clay Pit 
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A small clay pit was opened just north of the Avonmouth railway on a side road 
off the Gloucester Road between 1881 and 1902 its position suggests that its 
construction can be related the construction of a row of houses along Gloucester 
Road, which became Victoria Park. It originally had an associated kiln (Harris 
1995, 49). 
 
Lime and mortar works, tramway and quarry 
 
These works lie immediately outside the area of the parish but are included for 
the sake of consistency. Almost certainly dating later than the new road to the 
marshalling yard at Stoke Gifford, but not by much, a series of quarries 
connected by tram ways to a lime kiln were excavated before 1905. Part of the 
tramway and the lime kiln were present in 1915 and by 1935 a slightly different 
arrangement of tram lines was visible, the lime kiln had know become a Lime 
and mortar works (SGSMR 9650). There was a building on the site in 1981 but 
its function is unclear it had disappeared by 1995. 
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9.0 FURTHER RESEARCH (to be completed) 

9.1 Research interests 

1. Check air photograph for crop marks, suspected 20th century features associated 

with airpost  SMR 5241   WAP 1976 2215 ST5980.01-2 / also nearby Cropmark OS 

parcel 5459 Circular mark visible in pasture on 08/09/1991 AP ADAS 1991 Run 11 

229-30 (SMR 8146) / Run 11 228-30 (SMR 8145) 

2.  

3.  

9.2 Recommendations for further research work 

1. Compile a summary of all documentary sources for the town. 

2. Conduct a detailed buildings survey. 

3. Complete a comprehensive trawl of Bristol City Museum archives to check for finds 

and sites which have not been published and are not included in the Sites and 

Monuments Record.   
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10.2 Map sources 

 1825     Parish Map 

1840  Tithe Map GRO 

1857 Filton Inclosure Map of Broadmead 
and Westmead, GRO QR 166 

1881       Ordnance Survey map 

1902 Ordnance Survey map 

1915 Ordnance Survey map 

1935      Ordnance Survey map 1:2500 County 
Series Gloucestershire 

1974 1981       Ordnance Survey map 1:2500 sheet 

1995       Ordnance Survey map 1:2500 

 

10.3 Aerial photographs 

1939-40 Luftwaffe Reconnaissance Flights 

1946       RAF 106G-UK-1721 2192   ST 788/1 

1976 WAP 2215 ST5980.01-2 

1991       ADAS Run 11 228-30, 229-30; ADAS 
Run 12 285 

1999 South Gloucestershire Council Aerial 
survey 
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