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AVON EXTENSIVE URBAN SURVEY 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

HAWKESBURY UPTON 

 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1  The aims of the report 

The Extensive Urban Areas Survey was commissioned by English Heritage in October 

1995. Hawkesbury Upton is one of six areas studied within South Gloucestershire. 

This document is a desk-based study of the archaeological resource surviving in the 

town and its immediate environs.  It includes an assessment of below ground 

archaeological remains, standing buildings and the historic plan form of the town.  It 

considers the development of the town within a standard chronological framework and 

where possible, the site areas mentioned in the text are identified on a modern map 

base of the town.  The maps are contained at the end of this report. 

The archaeological assessment report provides the basis for new planning guidance for 

the historic environment of Hawkesbury Upton, as set out in the strategy document for 

South Gloucestershire. 

1.2  Major sources of evidence 

No major archaeological work is known to have occurred within the village.  This is 

largely because of the low level of development and protection by a Conservation area.  

There have been a number of minor proposed developments in recent years, but no 

significant archaeological features have been recorded as a result of watching briefs 

and evaluations.  Hawkesbury Upton was not included in Leech’s survey of small 

medieval towns and there has not been any other intensive study of the village itself; 

however, a parish survey was carried out in 1978 (Jones et al). 

There appear to be many surviving documents for the manor of Hawkesbury and by 

extension for the town itself.  The proceedings of the manor court at Hawkesbury are 

preserved in the court rolls from 1281-2 onwards and were held twice a year; many 

examples refer to the tenants of Hawkesbury Upton (Mack 1932: 18).  The records are 

held at the Gloucestershire County Record Office.  A large number of deeds relate to 

the town from the 14th to 17th centuries (Gloucestershire Record Office D48/T46, T20).  

The survival of the Liverpool papers which belong to the Jenkinson family have the 

potential to shed considerable light on the parish.  The family gained ownership of the 

manor in 1620 and were still in possession in 1932 (Mack 1932: 22).  The papers offer: 

‘an exhausting account of the activities taking place on the estate at that time; the ancient 

monastic grange, by then the malthouse, was exceptionally busy, and merited frequent 

references’ (SMR 3309; Anon. n.d.: 5). 

The earliest map of Hawkesbury Upton is the Tithe map of 1840, although it is of very 

poor quality.  The Ordnance Survey map of 1882 is of good quality and shows that the 

town had changed very little since 1840.  This report has relied on plan analysis of the 

historic maps of the town and 18th century antiquarian accounts by Atkyns (1712) and 

Rudder (1779).  The town is not covered in the Victoria County History, and as result 

the historical background is patchy and in many cases dependent on the archaeological 

understanding of the town. 

1.3 A brief history of Hawkesbury Upton 
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Hawkesbury Upton lies on the south-west edge of the Cotswold scarp, about 183m (600 

feet) above sea level.  Hawkesbury lies a short distance to the west at the foot of the 

scarp: today it is only a small hamlet but from at least the Saxon period it was the centre 

of a large and important estate, and its church served a large rural area, including 

Hawkesbury Upton (Heighway 1987: 112).  Two towns lie in close proximity to 

Hawkesbury Upton: Wickwar is only 5 kilometres to the west of Hawkesbury Upton and 

Wotton-under-Edge 6 kilometres to the north. 

The village lies in an area of mainly arable cultivation, with cattle and sheep grazing on 

higher ground.  The lack of industrial development and nature of agriculture in this area 

has led to the preservation of many strip lynchets on the hillsides, especially around 

Hawkesbury Knoll.  No rivers run through the village, and until the 20th century the 

settlement has depended on springs and wells for water.  The Little Avon forms part of 

the western parish boundary. 

Today Hawkesbury Upton is no more than a large village, but there are clues that it was 

originally founded as a town: the plan form of the settlement suggests that it was 

deliberately planned, a market charter was granted in 1242 and a reference in an 

indenture lease of 1332, indicates that it was a originally founded as a town:  

‘a messuage, with closes and croft adjoining, and a virgate of land, in the town and fields of 

Upton, within the manor of Hawkesbury’ (Calendar of Patent Rolls; Jones et al 1978). 

The addition of the prefix ‘Hawkesbury’ to Upton is first recorded in the Patent Rolls of 

1439 (Smith 1965: 32), and was clearly added because of its close proximity to 

Hawkesbury.  The Domesday reference Harochesberie in 1086 is the first record of 

Hawkesbury (ibid.), and is derived from the old English personal name Hafoc (the name 

for a hawk), and the burh dative, which was variously applied to Iron Age hillforts, 

Roman and Anglo-Saxon fortification and fortified houses, later to manors or manor 

houses, and to towns or boroughs (Mills 1991: 163). 

The earliest reference to a settlement at Hawkesbury Upton, or Uptun as it was known, 

was in the 10th century when it was given to Pershore Abbey: 

‘972  King EDGAR to Pershore Abbey.  General confirmation of lands and privileges.  The 

lands include: 40 ‘mansi’ in Suthstoce (South Stoke, i.e. Hawkesbury), Hilleahe (Hillesley), 

Tresham (Tresham), Cyllincgcotan (Kilcott), Ealdanbyri (Oldbury on the Hill), Dydimeretune 

(Didmarton), Badimyncgtun (Badminton), and Uptun (Hawkesbury Upton); 10 in Deorham 

(Dyrham); 5 in Longanege (Longney); 6 in Lidanege (Lydney); 6 in Wiggangeate 

(Wyegate); 10 in Wigwennan (Childs Wickham).’  (Finberg 1961: 59) 

Suthstoce was first identified as Hawkesbury by Mack (1932: 4).  Finberg identified 

Suthstoce by looking for a large manor close to the other settlements that could be 

recognised in the charter.  Hawkesbury was the obvious settlement to which these lands 

could have belonged, and in later centuries the manor was called Stoke Hawkesbury 

(Glos. Notes and Queries 5: 1891-3: 275-83).  Finberg suggests that it was called South 

Stoke to distinguish it from Severn Stoke, the other Stoce named in the charter.  The 

identification is further confirmed in the survey by the mention of the Little Avon (‘Afene’) 

which forms the parish boundary between Hawkesbury and Horton.  (Finberg 1961: 59) 

The survey begins by stating that ‘these are the bounds of the seven lands belonging to 

South Stoke’ (ibid.), indicating that Hawkesbury was the centre of a large and important 

estate, possibly of Royal origin.  The original foundation was probably an Anglo-Saxon 

minster church, from which a small body of secular clergy provided pastoral care for this 

very large area (White & White 1980: 1). 
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The Domesday Book confirmed that Pershore held the manor of Hawkesbury at the 

time of Edward the Confessor although by this time Didmarton and Oldbury-on-the-Hill 

were no longer part of their holdings (White and White 1980: 1).  No mention was made 

of a town at Upton: 

‘In GRUMBALDS ASH Hundred.  The Church holds HAWKESBURY itself.  17 hides.  In 

lordship 5 ploughs; 18 villagers and 25 smallholders with 15 ploughs; 2 slaves and 7 

freedmen.  3 mills at 19s 2d; meadow, 10 acres; woodland at 2 leagues long and 1 league 

wide.  The value was £16; now £10.’  (Morris 1982: 1,48) 

The monks at Pershore were continually in financial difficulty (Mack 1932: 20).  Their 

records show that they suffered disastrous losses by fire at the abbey in the years 1020, 

1102 and 1223 (ibid.).  The greatest blow came in 1288, when the entire eastern arm of 

the abbey was destroyed by fire (ibid.).  These financial problems may have prompted 

the foundation of Hawkesbury Upton as a speculative commercial venture. 

In 1242 the Abbot of Pershore was granted the right to hold a weekly market and fair on 

his manor at Hawkesbury (Calendar Charter Rolls).  Iles has suggested that this grant 

was a spur to the Abbot to lay out a new urban settlement adjacent to the existing 

hamlet at Upton (Iles 1981).  This layout today is probably the basis of High Street and 

Park Street, and many buildings along those streets still have long narrow property 

boundaries typical of new medieval towns.  In the case of Hawkesbury Upton these 

property boundaries are slightly curved and it looks as though the new town was planted 

directly onto one of Hawkesbury’s open field furlongs (ibid.). 

No detailed study has been made of the town in the medieval period, but all the 

available evidence suggests that the town was not successful.  In 1332 it was referred to 

as a town when an indenture of lease was confirmed and recorded on the Patent Rolls, 

but there is no real indication of its size or of changes in its size at any time during the 

medieval period (Williams 1978).  The assumption that the grant of a market charter in 

the 13th and 14th century ordinarily resulted in a functioning market is a faulty one 

(Masschaele 1994: 255).  There is no evidence that points to a flourishing new town and 

it is likely that its effectiveness as a market centre was inhibited by its poor location: it 

was close to both Wickwar and Wotton-under-Edge and away from a major routeway. 

The founding of the town on the flat, high land above Hawkesbury raises interesting 

questions about the decision to site it here.  Did the Abbot of Pershore simply make a 

poor choice or were there good reasons at the time for his decision?  In the late Saxon 

and early medieval period Hawkesbury was evidently an important place and the route 

out of the village through Hawkesbury Upton to Didmarton may have originally been a 

major road.  The failure of Hawkesbury Upton as a town is probably linked to the decline 

in importance of Hawkesbury. 

Despite its failure as an urban centre, Hawkesbury Upton does appear to have attracted 

some of the villagers who had lived down the hill at Hawkesbury (Iles 1981); surviving 

earthworks at Hawkesbury indicate areas of deserted settlement.  These villagers were 

probably the tenants of Hawkesbury manor who chose to live close to their holdings on 

the Cotswold scarp.  Terraces or steps on the sides of the hills around Hawkesbury, and 

surviving strip boundaries on the plateau, testify to this system of tillage. 

The manor and church of Hawkesbury, which included the manor of Hawkesbury Upton 

continued in the possession of Pershore Abbey until the dissolution of the monastery in 

c.1539.  It then passed to the Crown who granted it to John Butler of Badminton in 1546.  

It remained in his family until 1609 when it passed to Arthur Crew of Hillesley.  In c.1620 
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it passed to Sir Robert Jenkinson, in whose family possession it remained until at least 

the 1930s (Mack 1932: 22). 

John Smythe’s list of ‘Men of armour in Gloucestershire’, published in 1608 gives some 

impression of Hawkesbury parish at this time.  Although the town did not have a river 

running through it and could not be described as a clothing town, it is interesting to note 

that out of a total of about 150 men listed for the parish, a third were employed in related 

industries: 2 clothiers, 40 weavers, 1 fuller, 3 tuckers, 1 mercer and 5 tailors are named 

in the list (Smythe 1608). 

It is clear that by at least the early 18th century Hawkesbury Upton was not regarded by 

contemporary writers as a town: no mention is made by Atkyns in 1712, and Rudder 

describes it as ‘a large tithing, situated upon the hill’ (Rudder 1779: 483).  It could 

probably have been described as a successful village though, raising interesting 

questions about what the ‘failure’ of the town actually meant to the occupants of 

Hawkesbury Upton.  Whilst it may not have yielded significant revenue for its lords, the 

experiences of its residents may well have been positive: for example, did its residents 

enjoy the privileges of burgage tenure? 

Hawkesbury Upton continued as a large village into the second half of the 20th century.  

In 1976 it was described as a large village, and its position a short distance from the 

A46 has made it attractive to commuters.  A rural communities project conducted in 

1985, described the village as: 

‘a close community which has expanded rapidly with many new houses over the last few 

years; the village has its own primary school, for secondary education children travel to 

Wotton-under-Edge’ (Scott 1985: 43, 45). 

1.4 Population 

1551      750 communicants (Percival n.d.) 

1563       99 households (Percival n.d.) 

1603      560 communicants (Percival n.d.) 

1650       140 families (Percival n.d.) 

1676   592 communicants and 24 

nonconformists 

(Percival n.d.) 

1712    598 inhabitants; 30 families in 

Upton 

(Percival n.d.; Atkyns 

1712: 467) 

1779       896 inhabitants (Rudder 1779) 

1801      1,396 inhabitants (Percival n.d.) 

1861       775 inhabitants in Upton (Kelly’s Directory 1870) 

1871       781 inhabitants (Kelly’s Directory 1879) 

1881       1,948 inhabitants in the parish (Kelly’s Directory 1885) 

1891       1,795 inhabitants in the parish, 

1,250 ecclesiastical 

(Kelly’s Directory 1897) 

1901      1,656 inhabitants in the parish, 

1,138 ecclesiastical 

(Kelly’s Directory 1906) 

1911       1,597 inhabitants in the parish, 

1,121 ecclesiastical 

(Kelly’s Directory 1914) 

1921       1,537 inhabitants in the parish, 

1,113 ecclesiastical 

(Kelly’s Directory 1927) 

1931       1,554 inhabitants in the parish, 

925 ecclesiastical 

(Kelly’s Directory 1935) 

1932     1,120 inhabitants in the parish (Mack 1932: 3) 
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1985      (Northavon Draft plan 1975;         census figures) 1, 364 inhabitants in the parish; 

484 households 

(Scott 1985: 43) 
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2.0 PREHISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY 

2.1 Sources of evidence 

 Field survey work: Survey of barrows in Gloucestershire (O’Neil & Grinsell 

1960); Survey by the Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division (Quinnell 1962). 

2.2 Local settlement pattern 

There are several prehistoric funerary monuments in the immediate vicinity of 

Hawkesbury Upton, situated on the high ground of the Cotswold Scarp.  Consequently 

the potential for prehistoric material being recovered in the town area must be regarded 

as good. 

Neolithic funerary evidence 

A Neolithic long barrow is situated on high ground immediately to the north of 

Hawkesbury, less than 1 kilometre from Hawkesbury Upton (SMR 2072; O’Neil & 

Grinsell 1960: 80).  It was fully surveyed in 1962 by the Ordnance Survey archaeology 

division and at that time it measured 23m long, 14m wide and 1.2m high.  It was 

orientated south-east to north-west.  The last site visit was made in 1981.  A site visit 

should be made to the monument to access its survival today. 

A second possible long barrow, known as Starveall Long Barrow, is situated 

approximately 1 kilometre to the north-east of the town (SMR 2081; SAM 42).  It is 

marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 1830 as a long barrow and a field survey in 

1972 noted that it was covered in trees and ploughing had cut into the edge of the 

raised mound.  A site visit should be made to the monument to access its survival 

today. 

Bronze Age funerary evidence 

There are several round barrows in the immediate vicinity of Hawkesbury Upton.  In 

1925 three barrows were identified 1 kilometre to the north of the town (SMR 2035, 

2036, 2078).  They were marked on the one inch map of 1830 but by 1925 survived only 

as three stony areas of low elevation; by 1959 nothing was visible (Grinsell & O’Neil 

1960). 

Several more examples are situated to the north-east of the town: Starveall round 

barrow is located only a few hundred metres to the north of the long barrow (SMR 

2080), and Tresham Farbarrow round barrows are located just over 1 kilometre to the 

north (SAM 40; SMR 2134, SMR 4789).  The Tresham Farbarrow round barrows were 

apparently ploughed out by 1959 when they were visited by Grinsell (O’Neil & Grinsell 

1960). 

Iron Age settlement 550 BC - AD 47 

The evidence for Iron Age settlement in this area of the Cotswold Scarp is restricted to 

the discovery of a cooking pot close to Hawkesbury Knoll (SMR 2071; Crawford 1970). 

No map has been produced for the Prehistoric period 
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3.0 ROMANO-BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY 

3.1 Sources of evidence 

 Field survey work: Casual finds recorded in the Avon Sites and Monuments 

Record. 

3.2 Local settlement pattern 

No Romano-British material has been recovered from Hawkesbury Upton.  A crop mark 

to the east of the town has been interpreted as a possible villa (SMR 2082) and Roman 

pottery and tile were found on the slopes to the south-west of the town (SMR 4921). 

The most substantial remains, in terms of settlement history, was the discovery of walls 

under the present church at Hawkesbury at the end of the 19th century (SMR 2073).  

Heighway has suggested that since they run at right angles to the nave and under the 

north wall they are more likely to belong to a Roman villa than an earlier church 

(Heighway 1987: 126).  This assertion cannot be substantiated and must consequently 

be regarded as highly speculative. 

No map has been produced for the Romano-British period 
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4.0 POST ROMAN AND SAXON ARCHAEOLOGY 

4.1 Sources of evidence 

 Below ground intervention: Restoration of church included below ground 

intervention when a new heating system was installed (Wood Bethell 1888). 

 Documentary evidence: Saxon charter of 972. 

 Archaeological/historical research: Study of the church of St. Mary the Virgin 

in Hawkesbury (Dobson 1933; White & White 1980); study of Anglo-Saxon 

Gloucestershire (Heighway 1987). 

4.2 Local settlement pattern 

Settlement at Upton [Map A: 1] 

A settlement called Uptun was mentioned in a Saxon charter of 972, as described in the 

brief history of the town above (Finberg 1961: 59).  No archaeological remains have 

been found in Hawkesbury Upton from the Anglo-Saxon period, although it seems 

probable that the pre-urban settlement of Uptun would have either been on the same 

site as the town or close to it. 

An area of possible Saxon settlement has been highlighted on Map A, based on the 

surviving irregular field system in this part of the village.  The fields interrupt open-field 

furlongs preserved in the existing field boundaries; the relationship between these 

elements needs further study - it may be that these plots are relics from an earlier 

farming system in use before the open field system was introduced.  Although it is not 

known when the open fields were laid out there is widespread documentary evidence in 

the 13th century for their use (Aston & Iles 1988: 111).  The interval between the 

reorganisation of land holdings into the open field system at Upton and the foundation of 

a town, may have only been a couple of hundred years.  This transition urgently needs 

further study. 

Settlement at Hawkesbury [Map A: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6] 

The hamlet of Hawkesbury to the west of the town was formerly the centre of 

Grumbold’s Ash hundred and the location of the church for the town: here evidence of 

the Saxons does survive (SMR 2073).  The base of a Saxon cross shaft was 

incorporated into the Norman north doorway (Dobson 1933: 265).  Another fragment of 

a cross shaft with interlace decoration was built into the base of the 15th century pulpit 

(Dobson 1933: 266). 

In addition to these surviving fragments of Saxon stone work, the 19th century architect 

who restored the church in 1882-5, Wood Bethell, suggested that stone foundations 

found beneath the nave of the church may date to the 7th century: 

‘foundations of a wall were found underneath the north wall of the nave, west of the porch, 

and crossing it at right angles, then returning about 2 feet north of the present arcade.  

These foundations probably belong to buildings erected by the secular canons in the 7th 

century or they may be as early as Roman times.’ (Wood Bethell 1888: 14) 

However, it is clear from this account that the date of the earlier building was unknown, 

and the 7th century was probably mentioned because Atkyns claimed that a college of 

secular canons was founded here in AD 680 by Oswald the nephew of Ethelred, King of 

Mercia (Atkyns 1712: 465).  No early documentary evidence has been found to support 

this claim (Mack 1932: 6).  Some ‘very large human skulls’ (ibid.), fragments of glass, 

tile and stone were also found close to the foundations and apparently preserved (White 

& White 1980: 8).  The location of this material is not known and as a result they are 

likely to remain undated. 
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In the absence of more detailed information or map sources, the depiction of the Saxon 

church on Map A is based on the churchyard area shown on the Ordnance Survey map 

of 1882 [Map A: 2]. 

An area of possible Saxon settlement in Hawkesbury has been highlighted on Map A, 

centred on the church and loosely based on the topography of the site, areas of 

abandoned settlement and surviving post-medieval farms [Map A: 3].  In addition, 

deserted settlement remains have been identified (a) on the south side of the road 

going up the hill to Upton [Map A: 4] and (b) on either side of an abandoned track 

(holloway) between Church Farm and Court Farm [Map A: 5, 6](SMR 3310; White 1981; 

Iles 1981).  The areas depicted on Map A are based on the plots of land identified by 

White (1981) and Iles (1981).  Additional ground survey and analysis of air photographs 

is needed to check for further evidence of abandoned settlement. 

No map has been produced for the post Roman and early Saxon period 
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5.0 LATE SAXON AND MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY 

5.1 Sources of evidence 

 Field survey work: Brief review of archaeological features in Hawkesbury 

Upton (Iles 1981); parish survey work (White 1981); field survey of fishponds in 

parish (Iles & Dennison 1985). 

 Standings buildings: Study of buildings in the Cotswolds (Verey 1970); DoE 

list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest (1983); study of rural 

houses in Northavon (Hall 1982, 1983). 

 Maps: Plan analysis of the Tithe map of 1840. 

 Documentary evidence: Domesday survey 1086; market charter of 1242. 

 Archaeological/historical research: The archaeology of Avon (Aston & Iles 

1988); study of Hawkesbury church and manor (Mack 1932); study of 

Gloucestershire towns (Finberg 1957). 

5.2 Watercourses, roads and routeways 

Watercourses  

Hawkesbury Upton is situated on high ground well above the valleys to the north and 

west and as a result no streams or watercourses pass through the town.  The residents 

of the newly founded town would have depended on springs for water or travelled north 

or west to reach the tributaries at Kilcott and Hawkesbury, which drained westwards 

towards the Severn.  Further study of the water supply might show that the 

inaccessibility of a river or stream partly contributed to the failure of the town. 

Roads  

The roads and footpaths into Hawkesbury Upton are all part of a network that connected 

the various settlements mentioned in the Saxon charter of 972, and therefore it is 

reasonable to assume that in all probability they were in existence by this time.  The 

emphasis given to certain routes may have altered with the foundation of the town. 

The main road through the town passed along the High Street and then probably along 

Park Street, because this was the most direct route from Hawkesbury Upton to 

Didmarton.  Back Lane, Sandpit Lane and France Lane were all directed through the 

market place. 

5.3 Commercial core 

The planned town area [Map B: 1-11] 

The plan form of Hawkesbury Upton suggests that it was deliberately planned by 

Pershore Abbey as a town (SMR 2079).  The monks at Pershore were continually in 

financial difficulty (Mack 1932: 20) and it is probable that the town was set up as a 

speculative venture to raise money in the 13th century. 

Plan analysis of the 1840 Tithe map and Ordnance Survey map of 1882 indicates that 

long narrow town plots were laid out on either side of the High Street and Park Street, 

their slightly curved shape suggesting that they were planted directly onto the pre-

existing pattern of medieval strip fields (Aston & Iles 1988: 115).  Many of the buildings 

along these streets still have long narrow property boundaries typical of burgage plots in 

new medieval towns. 

Traces of field boundaries to the north and south of the High Street have tentatively 

been identified as the possible extent of the planned town area, since the length (about 

100m) coincides with similar burgage lengths in other small market towns in South 

Gloucestershire, such as Thornbury and Chipping Sodbury [Map B: 1, 2].  The width and 
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length of many of these plots, however, suggest that the original burgage layout may 

have never been used as originally intended.  Burgage plots cannot be identified to the 

north and south of Park Street, and the strip fields surviving in this area are more 

indicative of medieval open-field strip farming [Map B: 3, 4]. 

The strip fields to the north of the High Street abut a probable furlong boundary to the 

north [Map B: 5].  The area of land to the north of this furlong also retains evidence 

medieval strip fields, and it may be a headland area [Map B: 6]. 

The two areas of land identified on Map B on either side of Back Street are less easy to 

identify with medieval farming patterns [Map B: 7, 8]; it may be that later development in 

this part of the village obliterated the medieval landscape, or alternatively it may be the 

legacy of a far older irregular settlement area.  It is equally difficult to understand the 

triangular plot of land located between Sandpit Lane and France Lane [Map B: 9].  A 

better understanding of the road network may shed light on its development. 

The land to the south of the High Street still retains evidence of the slightly curving 

medieval strip field pattern, though no furlong boundary has been identified [Map B: 10].  

To the north of this area, the strip fields lie at right angles to those to the south [Map B: 

11]. 

Market place [Map B: 12] 

Permission to hold a weekly market in Hawkesbury Upton was granted in a charter of 

1242 (Mack 1932: 20).  The location of the market is less certain.  The width of the High 

Street today has remained unaltered since the 19th century, and is less than half that of 

the main market streets surviving in Chipping Sodbury and Thornbury.  It seems likely, 

therefore, that the original layout of the main street was not designed to act as a market 

area. 

The market area appears to have been restricted to ‘The Plain’, a triangular area at the 

junction of the High Street and Park Street.  No market cross was identified by Pooley in 

his survey of surviving old crosses in Gloucestershire (Pooley 1868), but part of public 

stocks appear to have survived until at least the 1930s.  Mack writes: 

‘The pillory or stocks, sometimes equipped with a whipping-post, stood on the Plain at 

Upton.  Of these old stocks nothing remains except the locks’ (Mack 1932: 19). 

5.4 Religious sites and cemeteries 

Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin [Map B: 13] 

The parish church for Hawkesbury Upton was located about 1 kilometre to the west of 

the town in Hawkesbury, on the site of the former Saxon church.  The church has been 

dated to the 12th century; the chancel is early 13th century and the majority of the 

church is in the perpendicular style of the late 14th and 15th century (SMR 2073; Verey 

1970: 273; DoE 1983: 4/104).  The chancel survived because it was the responsibility of 

the patron, Pershore Abbey, who were reluctant to spend money on the church: it 

stands in marked contrast to the new nave, which was built by the parishioners (Aston & 

Iles 1988: 138). 

The chapel was erected in 1452 by one of the Stinchcombe family, and at the same 

time a licence was granted to set up a ‘gild’ or fraternity in the parish dedicated to the 

blessed Virgin Mary and to purchase land at Chalkley for its endowment.  (Mack 1932: 

10).  Other 15th century features include the west tower, the north porch and the pulpit 

(DoE 1983: 4/104). 
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The area depicted on Map B is based on the churchyard area shown on the Ordnance 

Survey map of 1882. 

Medieval priest house [Map B: 14 ] 

A detailed buildings survey of the old vicarage revealed evidence which indicates that it 

is medieval in date (SMR 6561; Hall 1982).  The remains of an arch braced roof truss 

suggests that it was built in the 15th century, and the thicker walls of the parlour end are 

probably original.  In addition, medieval roof tile is alleged to have been found in the 

garden (White 1981), although no mention of these is made by Hall in her intensive 

survey of the property (Hall 1982).  The house was altered around 1700 and 1800, and 

restored in the 1970s and 1980s (DoE 1983: 4/102). 

White states that a priest’s house is known to have existed on this site, since at least 

1226 (White 1981), although no corroborative evidence is mentioned to back up this 

claim.  A garden and two meadows associated with the property have also been 

attributed to this date, but again without corroborative evidence (SMR 1431; Plaister 

1986).  Further study of documentary sources is required to shed light on these 

assertions. 

In the absence of more detailed information, the depiction of the medieval priest house 

in Map B is based on the property boundaries associated with the house today, as 

shown on the digital Ordnance Survey map of 1995. 

Monastic grange [Map B: 15, 16, 17, 18, 19] 

White has also identified Church Farmhouse as the cross wing of a monastic grange, 

constructed around 1500 (SMR 2903; White 1981).  These buildings were of high 

quality in their construction, though small, and were used by absentee landlords (in this 

case the Abbot of Pershore) on their regular visits to collect taxes and administer 

justice.  There are many references to the building in the British Library and in two 

volumes of medieval papers from Hawkesbury (White 1981). 

A buildings survey confirmed the 16th century date attributed to it by White (DoE 1983: 

4/100; Hall 1983: 88).  At the time of the survey the house was in ruins and partly 

boarded up, but since then it has been restored.  Hall succeeded in conducting some 

survey work during its restoration, but a more complete survey has not been 

undertaken.  The malt house is of particular interest since it is not known if this wing of 

the house was built onto the hall specifically for brewing or whether it was converted for 

that purpose from the Abbot’s Great Hall (White 1981).  A detailed buildings survey is 

urgently required. 

In addition to the monastic grange itself, a late 16th or 17th century building, now a 

cottage, stands a short distance to the south-west.  It has been described as a detached 

kitchen built to serve the monastic building (DoE 1983: 4/101). 

In the absence of more information the depiction of Church Farmhouse on Map B is 

based on the immediate plot of land associated with the buildings today, as shown on 

the digital Ordnance Survey map of 1995. 

A series of 3 or 4 rectangular fish ponds have been identified in a lightly wooded combe 

behind Church Farm (SMR 3307; Iles & Dennison 1985: 41).  No evidence of a by-pass 

leat has been observed, and the ponds were fed by a spring.  There are many 

references to fish breeding and the maintenance of the ponds in papers held by the 

British Library (White 1981).  The lowest pond is smaller and may have been a mill 

pond, though no evidence of an overshot mill has been found to date (SMR 3308). 
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The depiction of the ponds on Map B is based on a sketch made by Iles and Dennison 

in their report (Iles & Dennison 1985: 41). 

5.5 Industrial areas and sites 

Pounds [Map B: 20, 21] 

The town retained a pound into the 20th century, and it seems probable that the same 

site had been used in previous centuries for confining stray animals (SMR 4450; Mack 

1932: 19).  Study of the relevant manor court rolls, if they survive, would certainly 

confirm the existence of this practice in the medieval period.  The pound is marked on 

the 1921 County Series Ordnance Survey map, and the depiction of the pound on Map 

B is based on this map. 

The same 1921 Ordnance Survey map also shows a pound in Hawkesbury itself (SMR 

4449), as shown on Map B.  The area is no longer marked on the modern Ordnance 

Survey map but the farm closest to it is still known as Pound Farm.  

5.6 Hawkesbury village [Map B: 22, 23, 24] 

The development of Hawkesbury Upton in the medieval period was intertwined with its 

smaller neighbour, Hawkesbury.  Earthworks in some of the fields around Hawkesbury 

are the result of deserted settlement area and indicate that it has shrunk in size from a 

village to a hamlet, some time before 1712 because in that year there were only 4 

families living there (Iles 1989). 

It seems likely that many of the villagers in Hawkesbury chose to move to Hawkesbury 

Upton, where they presumably enjoyed the rights of burgesses (there is no published 

reference to these rights being granted and further documentary research is required to 

establish the basis on which the town was founded).  Deserted settlement remains have 

been identified (a) on the south side of the road going up the hill to Upton and (b) on 

either side of an abandoned track (holloway) between Church Farm and Court Farm 

(SMR 3310; White 1981; Iles 1981).  The areas depicted on Map A are based on the 

plots of land identified by White (1981) and Iles (1981).  Further archaeological and 

historical work is required to establish the date of these deserted settlement remains. 

Today Hawkesbury is a tiny hamlet with only a small number of houses.  However, a 

buildings survey revealed surviving medieval features at both the Old Vicarage and 

Church Farmhouse, as described above (Hall 1983). 

5.7 Standing buildings 

There are no listed standing buildings in Hawkesbury Upton that date from the medieval 

period.  As mentioned in more detail above, Hawkesbury has 4 buildings which date to 

medieval period: the parish church of St. Mary the Virgin (DoE 1983: 4/104), the old 

vicarage (DoE 1983: 3/102), Church Farmhouse and its detached kitchen (DoE 1983: 

4/100, 4/101). 

5.8 Local context 

A striking pattern of medieval settlement can be observed in the immediate vicinity of 

the town, within approximately 3 kilometres.  There is no evidence for medieval 

settlement on the high ground surrounding the town, but there are numerous examples 

along the lower scarp edge to the west of the town. 

Medieval fishponds survive at Upper Chalkley Farm (SMR 3311; Iles & Dennison 1985: 

41) and a buildings survey at Lower Chalkley Farm indicated that the present 17th 
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century house may incorporate part of a thick-walled medieval building (SMR 6562; Hall 

1983: 173).  Medieval farmsteads were located at Oxleaze Farm (SMR 9088), Lovetts 

Wood Farm (SMR 4876) and Bucklesbury Farm (SMR 6512); these dispersed farms 

and cottages around Hawkesbury Common are typical of forest areas where there was 

extensive clearance throughout the middle ages (Aston & Iles 1988: 97). 

In addition to the settlement remains there is also evidence of cultivation: strip lynchets 

survive on Hawkesbury Knoll (SMR 2070) and on the lower ground to the west (SMR 

6063), ridge and furrow has been identified on the slopes to the south of Hawkesbury 

(SMR 2901).  There may have been a medieval deerpark to the north-west of Court 

Farm, since there are several ‘park’ field names in this area (SMR 3359; Iles 1983). 

The closest mill to the town was at Kilcott, about 2 kilometres to the north-east of the 

town (SMR 5530).  There was a fulling mill here as early as 1270 (Perry 1945: 54).  No 

doubt, Back Street was an important route in Hawkesbury Upton northwards towards 

Kilcott. 
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6.0 POST-MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY (16th-18th century) 

6.1 Sources of evidence 

 Field survey work: Brief review of archaeological features in Hawkesbury 

Upton (Iles 1981); parish survey work (White 1981); field survey of fishponds in 

parish (Iles & Dennison 1985). 

 Standings buildings: Study of buildings in the Cotswolds (Verey 1970); DoE 

list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest (1983); study of rural 

houses in Northavon (Hall 1982, 1983). 

 Maps: Plan analysis of the Tithe map of 1840. 

 Documentary evidence: Antiquarian accounts (Atkyns 1712; Rudder 1779). 

 Archaeological/historical research: study of the archaeology of Avon (Aston 

& Iles 1988); study of Haweksbury church and manor (Mack 1932). 

6.2 Watercourses, roads and routeways 

Watercourses 

The settlement at Hawkesbury Upton continued to depend on springs for water and the 

small streams in the lower valleys to the north of Hawkesbury Upton were used to power 

a mill at Kilcott during the post-medieval period. 

Roads [Map C: 1] 

The road network through the town remained similar to the medieval period, although 

several routes may have declined in use and remained only as paths.  The road from 

Bath to Gloucester, which bypassed the town 1 kilometre to the east, was turnpiked in 

the 18th century, and presumably this sealed the fate of Hawkesbury Upton as a village 

and not a thriving urban centre. 

A toll house was constructed at the junction of the turnpike road with France Lane, 

which suggests this road had become the major route out of Hawkesbury Upton (SMR 

2904).  It is not known if the toll house survives, but the existing building on the probable 

site of the toll house is called ‘Pike Cottage’, no doubt reflecting the turnpike road which 

once passed by.  The area depicted on Map C is based on the plot boundaries 

associated with the modern building, as shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1995. 

6.3 Hawkesbury Upton - a former urban area? [Map C: 2] 

Since it is probable that the town never really took off as an urban centre it seems 

reasonable to regard the post-medieval village as similar in size and character to the 

medieval ‘town’.  Whilst there is some evidence for settlement abandonment to the 

north-west of the town (SMR 4548), no other signs of desertion have been noted.  The 

area depicted on Map C is based on the Tithe map of 1840. 

A watching brief carried out in 1994 by Russett revealed an earlier post-medieval house 

on the site of Beaufort House.  A possible backfilled cellar entrance was also identified 

(Russett 1994; SMR 9657). 

6.4 Religious sites and cemeteries 

There is no evidence for non-conformist chapels in Hawkesbury Upton until the 19th 

century and the parish church of Hawkesbury continued to serve the congregation of 

Hawkesbury Upton. 
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St. Mary’s Church [Map C: 3] 

No major alterations were made to the church between the 16th and 18th centuries, 

though there are numerous monuments and fittings from the period (SMR 2073).  The 

font dates from the 17th century, and the pews in the church today were remodelled by 

Wood Bethell from 17th century box pews.  The south arch has an 18th century sundial.  

Monuments in the church include a chest of 1689 in the south isle, and numerous 18th 

century wall plaques.  (DoE 1983: 4/104) 

An important collection of post-medieval chest tombs are preserved in the churchyard.  

A total of 46 tombs dating to the 17th, 18th or early 19th century are listed (DoE 1983: 

4/106, 4/107, 4/109, 4/110, 4/111, 4/112, 4/114, 4/115, 4/116, 4/117).  The importance 

of these funerary monuments is enhanced by the preservation of the register of 

baptisms, marriages and burials, which exists in unbroken succession from the year 

1603 (Mack 1932:13).  The church wardens’ accounts and vestry books also survive 

and begin with the year 1639 (Mack 1932: 24). 

The depiction of the church on Map C is based on the churchyard area shown on the 

Ordnance Survey map of 1882. 

6.5 Industrial areas and sites 

Malthouses [Map C: 4, 5] 

Two sites were identified as possible malthouses during a field visit in 1996 (site visit 

1996).  A building at the end of Back Street was identified as a possible malthouse 

because at least three small rectangular windows had been blocked up on a barn with a 

date stone of 1692.  A second site was not visited (it is a private house), but the house 

name - ‘The Malt House’ - suggests that it may have been a malthouse in the post-

medieval period. 

Further ground survey work and documentary research is required to confirm the use of 

these buildings as a malthouses.  The depiction of the malthouses on Map C is based 

on the modern plot boundaries for the properties, as shown on the digital Ordnance 

Survey map of 1995. 

Pounds [Map C: 6, 7] 

The town retained a pound into the 20th century, and it seems probable that the same 

site had been used in previous centuries for confining stray animals (SMR 4450; Mack 

1932: 19).  Documentary evidence for this practice may be found in the manor court 

rolls which fined the owners.  The pound is marked on the 1921 County Series 

Ordnance Survey map, and the depiction of the pound on Map C is based on this map. 

The same 1921 Ordnance Survey map also shows a pound in Hawkesbury itself (SMR 

4449), as shown on Map C.  The area is no longer marked on the digital Ordnance 

Survey map of 1995, but the farm closest to it is still known as Pound Farm. 

6.6 Hawkesbury village 

The relationship between Hawkesbury Upton and Hawkesbury changed in the post-

Reformation period, when Pershore Abbey ceased to own the manor of Hawkesbury, 

the manor of Hawkesbury Upton and Hawkesbury parish church.  Hawkesbury had 

declined in importance and in 1712 there were only four families living there (Atkyns 

1712: ).  By contrast, there were 30 families living in Hawkesbury Upton (ibid.: 467). 

Hawkesbury Manor [Map C: 8] 

Hawkesbury manor was probably built after the manor came into secular ownership in 
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1546, when King Henry VIII granted it to John Butler of Badminton (SMR 3309; Mack 

1932: 22).  Atkyns mentions the house in 1712 (Atkyns 1712: 465) but by 1779 Rudder 

states that the manor house had been uninhabited for sometime and gone to decay 

(Rudder 1779: 482).  A short time after this the house was pulled down (Mack 1932: 

23).  A small portion of the walls and foundations with part of 3 cellar windows of the 

eastern wing survived in 1932 (ibid.), but do not survive today.  There are probably 

some remains below the ground but the only visible remains are the manor house’s 

garden terraces extending eastwards from the site of the house (Iles 1981). 

A building is depicted on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882, and the plot area 

associated with it has been marked on Map C. 

The Old Vicarage [Map C: 9] 

The Old Vicarage continued in use, and the main part of its garden was landscaped into 

a terraced combe slope leading down to a square lawn of at least 17th century date 

(SMR 1431; DoE 1983: 4/102; Plaister 1986).  The depiction of the vicarage on Map C 

is based on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882. 

Church Farmhouse [Map C: 10] 

A south-west wing was added to Church Farmhouse in the 18th/19th century (Hall 1983; 

DoE 1983: 4/100). The depiction of the post-medieval farmhouse on Map C is based on 

the Ordnance Survey map of 1882. 

The malt house is of particular interest since it is not known if this wing of the house was 

built onto the hall specifically for brewing or whether it was converted for that purpose 

from the Abbot’s Great Hall (White 1981).  A probable saw pit is said to exist near to the 

malt house; it is about 2.7m long by 0.9m wide and much overgrown (Hendry et al 1988: 

5).  It may be the sawpit mentioned in the Liverpool papers for 1731. 

6.7 Standing buildings 

The Department of the Environment’s list of buildings of historic or architectural interest 

include 9 buildings dating to the 17th and 18th centuries in the village core (DoE 1983: 

4/93, 4/94, 4/129, 4/130, 4/130, 4/131, 4/132, 4/173, 4/174, 4/175) and a number of 

other buildings, mainly farms, in the immediate vicinity of the settlement (DoE 1983: 

4/103, 4/118, 4/119, 4/122, 4/123, 4/125).  A detailed buildings survey of the town would 

undoubtedly reveal many more examples of buildings of local importance and where 

earlier cores have been incorporated into later houses. 

6.8 Local context 

The post-medieval pattern of dispersed farmsteads located along the lower edge of the 

Cotswold Scarp was continuous with that of the medieval period.  Two warrens were 

marked on the Tithe map of 1840 (SMR 6119; SMR 6121).  Both of these areas were 

very close to the settlement area, which is unusual for rabbit warrens.  Their relationship 

to the lord’s manor and the settlement at Hawkesbury Upton needs further study. 
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7.0 EARLY MODERN (19th century) 

7.1 Sources of evidence 

 Field survey work: Brief review of archaeological features in Hawkesbury 

Upton (Iles 1981); parish survey work (White 1981). 

 Standings buildings: Study of buildings in the Cotswolds (Verey 1970); DoE 

list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest (1983); study of rural 

houses in Northavon (Hall 1982, 1983). 

 Maps: Plan analysis of the Tithe map of 1840 and Ordnance Survey map of 

1882. 

 Documentary evidence: Kelly’s directory 1842. 

 Archaeological/historical research: The archaeology of Avon (Aston & Iles 

1988); study of Hawkesbury church and manor (Mack 1932). 

7.2 Watercourses, roads and routeways 

Watercourses and water supply 

The settlement at Hawkesbury Upton continued to depend on springs for water and the 

small streams in the lower valleys to the north of Hawkesbury Upton continued to be 

used to power a mill at Kilcott during the post-medieval period.  Several wells are 

marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882, and these are shown on Map D. 

Roads 

The road network through the town is likely to have remained similar to the post-

medieval period. 

Railways 

Hawkesbury Upton was never part of the rail network and the nearest station to the 

village was at Wickwar to the west (Oakley 1986: 2). 

7.3 Hawkesbury village 

Comparison between the Tithe map of 1840 and the Ordnance Survey map of 1882 

shows that the village remained virtually unchanged in the 19th century; a small number 

of new houses were built amongst existing buildings.  The area depicted on Map D  is 

based on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882. 

7.4 Civic buildings and monuments 

National School [Map D: 1] 

Hawkesbury Primary School was originally built in 1845 as a National School 

(Gloucestershire Record Office D2186/73).  It appeared on the Ordnance Survey map 

of 1882 as a school for boys and girls, and the plot area associated with the school 

building has been depicted on Map D. 

Police Station [Map D: 2] 

A police station is first marked on Ordnance Survey map of 1882, though since at least 

1970, when it is marked as Pool House on the Ordnance Survey map of that year, it has 

been used as a private dwelling.  The building is not listed.  The depiction of the police 

station on Map D is based on the modern plot boundaries, as shown on the digital 

Ordnance Survey map of 1995. 

Monument to Lord Robert Edward Somerset [Map D: 3] 

Less than 1 kilometre to the north-west of the town stands a monument to a general at 

the Battle of Waterloo, Lord Robert Edward Henry Somerset, who died in 1842 (SMR 
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6122).  The monument was designed by Lewis Vulliamy and dated 1846.  It is a slightly 

tapering square stone tower approximately 100 feet high with an entrance on north-east 

side.  It is a listed grade II* building (Verey 1970: 273; DoE 1983: 4/126).  It is depicted 

on Map D on the basis of the modern plot boundaries, as shown on the digital 

Ordnance Survey map of 1995. 

7.5 Religious sites and cemeteries 

St. Mary’s Church [Map D: 4] 

The parish church of Hawkesbury was restored between 1882 and 1885 by Wood 

Bethell, a Bristol architect (SMR 2073).  He wrote an article about the restoration and as 

a result there is an accurate record of the changes which he instituted (Wood Bethell 

1888).  At least an inch of plasterwork was removed during the restoration and Wood 

Bethell writes ‘nothing could be saved but a few bits of medieval work here and there’ 

(ibid.: 13).  He also mentions the removal of some 12th century coffin lids (ibid.: 14): the 

location of these and the medieval painting is not known.      

Taking the plaster off to expose the internal stonework was a contemporary fashion, of 

which Hawkesbury is a particularly extreme example.  A similar restoration carried out at 

Burford (and consequent destruction of medieval features) so appalled William Morris 

that he founded the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings.  (Smith 1976: 193) 

Surviving 19th century features in the church include a spirelet at the top of the south-

east stair turret of the west tower.  There are several 19th century monuments both 

inside and outside the church: the tombs of the 1st and 2nd Earl of Liverpool (1808 and 

1858) survive in the chancel (DoE 1983: 4/104) and several 19th century chest tombs 

that survive in the churchyard are listed, both individually (DoE 1983: 4/105, 4/108, 

4/113) and in group listings that include earlier chest tombs (DoE 1983: 4/106, 4/111, 

4/116, 4/117). 

The depiction of the church on Map D is based on the churchyard area shown on the 

Ordnance Survey map of 1882. 

Congregational Chapel [Map D: 5] 

The Congregational Chapel was built in 1844 on the south side of Park Street.  It is 

marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882 as an Independent Chapel and later 

became known as the Bethesda United Reform Church.  A small graveyard was 

attached to the chapel with 12 memorials identified by Stanbrook & Powney (1989).  It is 

not known if these survive today.  The depiction of the chapel is based on the modern 

plot boundaries of the digital Ordnance Survey map of 1995, which are the same as 

those shown on Ordnance Survey map of 1882.  (Stanbrook & Powney 1989) 

Hawkesbury Upton Baptist Chapel [Map D: 6] 

A second non-conformist chapel stood at the end of Back Street.  According to 

Stanbrook and Powney it was built in the same year as the Congregational Chapel, but 

the building appears on the Tithe map of 1840, suggesting an earlier construction date.  

The depiction of the chapel on Map D is based on the area marked on the Tithe map. 

The chapel was closed in 1940 and converted into a private house - Chapel House 

(Stanbrook & Powney 1989).  It is not known if there was a burial ground associated 

with the chapel. 

Jubilee Methodist Chapel [Map D: 7] 

The Jubilee Methodist Chapel on Back Street was built in 1860.  It appears on the 

Ordnance Survey map of 1882 as the Primitive Methodist Chapel, as shown on Map D.  
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The chapel seats 140 people, and there are school rooms to the rear.  The front porch 

entrance was added later: the date stone 1902 suggests that it was probably added in 

that year (site visit 1996).  (Stanbrook & Powney 1989). 

7.6 Extractive Industrial areas and sites 

Quarry [Map D: 8] 

A small quarry is marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882, at the west end of the 

High Street; this area is shown on Map D.  It does not appear on the Tithe map of 1840 

and was presumably quarried in the second half of the 19th century.  On the Ordnance 

Survey map of 1982 the area is shown as a playing field. 

7.7 Non-extractive Industrial areas and sites 

Pounds [Map D: 9, 10] 

The town retained a pound into the 20th century, and it seems probable that the same 

site had been used in previous centuries for confining stray animals (SMR 4450; Mack 

1932: 19).  Documentary evidence for this practice may be found in the manor court 

rolls which fined the owners.  The pound is marked on the 1921 County Series 

Ordnance Survey map, and the depiction of the pound on Map D is based on this map. 

The same 1921 Ordnance Survey map also shows a pound in Hawkesbury itself (SMR 

4449), as shown on Map D.  The area is no longer marked on the digital Ordnance 

Survey map of 1995, but the farm closest to it is still known as Pound Farm. 

Smithy [Map D: 11] 

A smithy is marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882 and the label probably refers 

to a building on the east side of France Lane, as shown on Map D.  It is not known if 

there are any surviving features or if the standing building was the original smithy.  A 

survey of the property is required to check for miscellaneous iron-working tools or 

objects and evidence for workshop areas. 

7.8 Standing buildings  

The Department of the Environment’s list of buildings of historic or architectural interest 

include 2 buildings dating to the 19th century in the village (DoE 1983: 4/124, 4/133).  A 

detailed buildings survey of the town would undoubtedly reveal many more examples of 

buildings of local importance and where earlier cores have been incorporated into later 

houses. 
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8.0 20TH CENTURY MODERN DEVELOPMENT 

8.1 Sources of evidence 

 Below ground intervention: Watching brief for housing development in field  

ST 77958665 (SMR 10791). 

 Field survey work: Parish survey of Hawkesbury (Jones et al 1978). 

 Maps: Ordnance Survey maps (1921, 1978, 1979, 1982, 1990, 1995). 

 Aerial photographs: Aerial photographs of town 1974 (Run 26, 134-137, 181-

184); ADAS 1991 Film 56, 57, 58, 59, 243, 244, 245, 246, 247, 248. 

8.2 Watercourses, roads and railways 

Water supply [Map E: 1] 

A covered reservoir was built on the western edge of the village between 1882 and 

1921.  There was no archaeological investigation preceeding its construction and it is 

not possible to determine its extent by map depictions.  Further work is required to 

assess the impact of its construction. 

Roads 

The road network remained essentially unaltered from the 19th century, although a 

small number of cul-de-sac access roads have been added on the south side of the 

village to serve the new housing developments.  Hunters Mead Road was built between 

France Lane and Park Street. 

8.3 Settlement growth [Map E: 2, 3, 4, 5] 

Although settlement growth in Hawkesbury Upton is limited when compared to other 

towns in the area, such as Chipping Sodbury and Thornbury, there has nevertheless 

been a substantial increase in the size of the village, particularly on its southern side. 

Comparison between the 1921, 1978 and 1995 Ordnance Survey maps and an aerial 

photograph of the town taken in 1946, shows that there was very little development 

before 1946.  In the second half of the 20th century there was piecemeal development 

along the main streets of the village and a couple of small housing estates were built on 

either side of Sandpit Lane [Map E: 2, 3].  Between 1978 and 1995 the housing estate 

on the west side of Sandpit Lane was extended [Map E: 4].  Land between France Lane 

and Park Street was also filled in with a small housing estate [Map E: 5]. 

8.4 Civic buildings 

Hawkesbury Primary School  [Map E: 6] 

The 19th century school continued to be marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882 

and is now the primary school for the village. 

8.5 Religious sites and cemeteries 

St. Andrew’s Church  [Map E: 7] 

In 1923 St. Andrew’s Church was erected in Hawkesbury Upton by the Church of 

England.  This resulted in fewer people making the trip down to St. Mary’s parish church 

in Hawkesbury (Jones et al 1978).  The church was designed by Stratton-Davis in 

simple Gothic style (Verey 1970: 273).  However, the 20th century decline in church 

attendance resulted in the eventual closure and conversion to a private house.  The 

exact date of the conversion is not known, but it is still marked as a church on the 

Ordnance Survey map of 1982.  The plot area associated with the building has been 

depicted on Map E on the basis of the modern plot boundaries, as shown on the digital 

Ordnance Survey map of 1995. 
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Congregational Chapel [Map E: 8] 

The 19th century Congregational Chapel (Independent Chapel) continued in use during 

the 20th century, renamed the Bethesda United Reform Church.  It is not known if the 

small graveyard attached to the chapel survives today.  (Stanbrook & Powney 1989) 

The depiction of the chapel is based on the modern plot boundaries of the digital 

Ordnance Survey map of 1995, which are the same as those shown on Ordnance 

Survey map of 1882. 

Hawkesbury Upton Baptist [Map E: 9] 

Hawkesbury Upton Baptist chapel closed in 1940 and converted into a private house - 

Chapel House (Stanbrook & Powney 1989).  It is not known if there was a burial ground 

associated with the chapel.  The depiction of the chapel on Map D is based on the area 

marked on the Tithe map. 

Jubilee Methodist [Map E: 10] 

The Jubilee Methodist Chapel on Back Street continued in use during the 20th century.  

The date stone of 1902 on the front porch suggests that the entrance was added to the 

late 19th century building.  It is not known if there was a burial ground associated with 

the chapel.  School rooms were added to the rear, but the date of these additions is not 

known (Stanbrook & Powney 1989; site visit 1996).  The area depicted on Map E is 

based on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882. 

8.6 Non-extractive Industrial areas and sites 

Pounds [Map E: 11] 

The town retained a pound into the 20th century, and it seems probable that the same 

site had been used in previous centuries for confining stray animals (SMR 4450; Mack 

1932: 19).  The pound is marked on the 1921 County Series Ordnance Survey map, and 

the depiction of the pound on Map E is based on this map. 

Smithies [Map E: 12, 13] 

Two smithies are marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 1921 on the north side of the 

High Street, as shown on Map E.  It is not known if there are any surviving features.  A 

survey of the properties is required to check for miscellaneous iron-working tools or 

objects and evidence for workshop areas. 

Public houses [Map E: 14, 15] 

Two public houses are located in the village, The Duke of Beaufort Public House and 

the Fox Inn.  The original post-medieval building still houses the former pub and is a 

listed building (DoE 1983: 4/132); the area depicted on Map E is based on the modern 

plot boundaries as shown on the digital Ordnance Survey map of 1995.  The original 

building for The Fox was demolished in the 20th century: it is last depicted on the 

Ordnance Survey map of 1921 and this area is shown on Map E.     
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9.0 RESEARCH INTERESTS 

9.1 Research interests 

1. Further research is required into the pre-town settlement, implied by the mention of 

Uptun in the Saxon charter of 972.  One of the best clues to the probable settlement 

area at Upton may be the network of roads and paths that connected the 

settlements mentioned in the charter; for example, they may indicate that the High 

Street through the town is likely to overlie an older Saxon route.  The comparative 

importance of the settlements, land ownership patterns, topography and the use of 

the land all contribute the development of ‘desire’ lines across the landscape.  This 

broader landscape approach is outside the remit of this study, but there is good 

potential for a holistic study of the settlement and its hinterland. 

2. The relationship between the settlement at Hawkesbury and the town of 

Hawkesbury Upton needs to be explored in more depth.  In particular, the date of 

the deserted settlement remains identified at Hawkesbury need to be established 

through both archaeological excavation and documentary research (section 5.6). 

3. Further research is needed into the siting of public and private wells.  The absence 

of a river through the town underlies their importance to the settlement.  They were 

important points of congregation and it is possible that there is a correlation 

between their location and better buildings (Schofield 1994: 53). 

4. The preservation of a large number of table tombs in the churchyard of the parish 

church at Hawkesbury, spanning several centuries from the 17th century onwards, 

offers a valuable opportunity to study changing attitudes to death amongst the 

population of the town. 

5. The Liverpool papers (the Jenkinson family) are an important source of information 

about the post-medieval Hawkesbury estate and presumably also Hawkesbury 

Upton.  Further detailed study of these papers may shed new light on the 

development of the settlement in this period. 

6. The construction of a covered reservoir on the western edge of the village needs to 

be investigated further.  In particular, the extent of the reservoir and its possible 

relationship to the 19th century quarry should be explored. 

7. The absence of non-conformist chapels at Hawkesbury Upton until the 19th century 

is notable given the importance of non-conformist worship in the Bristol area, and 

should be examined in more detail.  Did the landowner in the area prevent non-

conformists from building in the town or did religious buildings go unrecorded? 

9.2 Recommendations for further research work 

1. Compile a summary of all documentary sources for the town. 

2. Conduct a detailed buildings survey. 

3. Conduct a cellar survey.  Russett has noted that a builder informed him that there 

are a large number of cellars in Hawkesbury Upton (SMR 9657; Russett 1994). 

4. Prepare a detailed contour survey of the town. 

5. Build up a detailed deposit model for the town, to determine the depth and 

preservation potential in different areas of the town. 

6. Complete a comprehensive trawl of Bristol City Museum archives to check for finds 

and sites which have not been published and are not included in the Sites and 

Monuments Record.   
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10.4 Archaeological evaluations 

SMR 2079 Proposed riding arena at Cropready House 2 

February 1995, permission sought for arch 

officer to examine foundations etc. and 3 

weeks notice of works: visit not made. 

Housing development at Birgage Road.  

Watching brief required, letter from Bath 

Archaeological Trust probably refers to their 

appointment for the watching brief, but does 

not specifically refer to site, dated 26 

September 1994.  No evidence that it was 

carried out. 

SMR 9657 Russett, V.  1994.  Watching brief carried out 

10 Jan 1994.  Extension to Beaufort House. 

SMR 10791 Davenport, P.  1995  Watching brief for 

housing development in field  ST77958665, 

Hawkesbury Upton. 
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