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Archaeological Monitoring at Argyle Street Play Area, Norwich. 

 

Location:  Norwich 

Grid Ref:  TG 2376 0773 

NHES Event No:  ENF126431 

Date of fieldwork: 19th April – 3rd May 2011 

 

1.0  Introduction 
 

Norvic Archaeology was commissioned by David Palmer, on behalf of Norwich City Council, 
to undertake archaeological monitoring of groundworks associated with the installation of 
play equipment on the Argyle Street Play Area – the former site of St Peter Southgate 
church (Figure 1, below).  
 
The archaeological monitoring was undertaken in accordance with a brief issued by the 
Historic Environment Service (HES Ref: CNF43403). The aim of the monitoring work was to 
preserve by record the presence/absence, date, nature, and extent of any buried 
archaeological remains and features. This report presents a brief description of the 
methodology followed, the results and the archaeological interpretation of the monitoring. 
 
On completion of the project, the site archive will be offered for long term deposition with 
Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service, following the relevant policy on archiving 
standards. 

 

2.0 Summary of Results 
 
Large numbers of articulated and disarticulated human remains were encountered in all 
trenches excavated inside the area of the sandpit at the northern end of the site. Several 
burials had suffered modern disturbance from levelling activity associated with the creation 
of the sand-pit in the 1990s and the installation of concrete foundations for the old play 
equipment.  
 
In total 23 articulated burials were disturbed by the works to a greater or lesser extent. 
Large numbers of fragmentary remains were also collected from grave fills derived as both 
residual fragments from previously truncated burials and charnel placed within graves. The 
graves were commonly intercut and although several internments could be confirmed as 
19th century coffin burials others may well represent earlier burials.  
 
Evidence for localised chalk quarrying was encountered to the rear of the site in the form of 
chalk waste deposits which may relate to medieval activity along the base of the Ber Street 
escarpment.  
 
A small number of prehistoric flints were collected as finds from grave fills and redeposited 
soils. These flints are in fresh condition and provide residual evidence for late Neolithic to 
Bronze Age activity in the vicinity of the site.  
 
Other finds include a decorative white-metal coffin handle plate from a Victorian child’s 
coffin, a late medieval ‘Ship-Penny’ Jeton, a small quantity of medieval and post-medieval 
pottery and a single abraded sherd of Late Saxon pottery. 
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Plate 2: St Peter Southgate as drawn by Sillett 1828 

Plate 3: Postcard image c. 1869 

3.0 Geology and Topography 
 
The site is located on steeply sloping terraced ground close to the southern bank of the 
River Wensum valley; falling from south-west to north-east by c. 6.2m (c.13.2m OD at the 
rear of the site falling to c.7m OD at the front). The play area measures c.0.2 hectares and 
occupies the former churchyard of St Peter Southgate at the base of the eastern slope of 
the Ber Street ridge, a natural ridge of chalk which forms the topographical ‘spine’ of 
Norwich south and west of the River Wensum.  
 
The underlying geology is Upper Chalk, overlain by crag material of banded sand and 
gravel deposits with some pockets of clay British Geological Survey – Geology of Britain 
Viewer at a scale of 1:50 000 (http://maps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyviewer_google/googleviewer.html).  
 

 
4.0 Brief Archaeological and Historical Background 
 
The play area is sited within the grounds of the ruined church of St Peter Southgate (NHER 
596). The church was in use until 1884, when the parish was united with St Ethelreda’s on 
King Street (Groves 2010, 144). It appears on the 1885 first edition OS plan but was 
demolished in 1887. All that remains of the church above ground are the remains of the 
western tower, a Grade II Listed Building.  
 
Archaeological monitoring was previously undertaken during the machine excavation of a 
terrace to provide a level platform for the original play area by the Norfolk Archaeological 
Unit in 1997 (NAU Report 281; Hutcheson 1997). The work uncovered a part of the 
church’s 15th century southern porch and a fragmentary length of the south wall of the nave. 
Furthermore, a number of grave cuts 
were encountered in the lowest level of 
the terrace excavation in the area 
currently used as a large sand pit. 
These graves were suggested to be 
post-medieval in date and were left 
undisturbed during monitoring of the 
machine reduction.  
 
Many of Norwich’s churches were 
embellished and wholly or partially 
rebuilt in the 15th century, mainly as a 
result of private benefaction (Ayers 
1994, 77). Structural evidence observed 
during the 1997 monitoring works 
appear to date from this period. Of 
particular note were the decorative 
elements visible on the wall of the south 
porch. The flint work was finely detailed 
with interstices filled by galetting. 
Plaster survived on the interior of walls 
and of particular note was the use of 
chamfered dark red bricks as a string 
course. The south wall of the church 
was shown to have been significantly 
damaged during late 19th and 20th 
century landscaping.  
 
The church consisted of a nave, 
chancel, north transept and west tower 
with no buttresses but a prominent stair 
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tower. Surviving images of the church include an illustration viewed from the east by Sillett 
of 1828 and an early photograph of the exterior viewed from the south-east in c. 1869 
(Plates 2 & 3). The photograph in particular demonstrates that the church occupied terraced 
ground with the chancel roof and window line several feet lower than the nave. 
 
A sancti Petri in Cuningsford (King Street was known as Cunesford Street during the 
medieval period) is mentioned in the Register of St Benet of Holme AD 1175-86 to AD 
1190-1200 (Sandred & Lindström 1989, 52), by whom the church was administered, 
suggesting that the church was in existence by AD 1200. However, Blomefield records that 
a rector – Roger, was installed at St Peter’s in AD 1217 (1806, 66-67), a date more 
generally accepted for the establishment of the church.  
 
St Peter Southgate was the most southerly church in the area of Coneford Street which in 
1200 was served by 11 churches. As with many ‘overchurched’ areas of Norwich the 
numbers reduced over time with St Olave’s parish added to St Peter Southgate by 1345 
(Hale 1999, 9). This high concentration of ecclesiastical establishments, many with 
dedications of late Saxon origin, is generally perceived to demonstrate pre-conquest ribbon 
development along the river front between the southern banks of the Wensum and the 
escarpment of the Ber Street ridge to the rear. 
 
By the 19th century there were still four parishes remaining off King Street: St Peter 
Southgate, St Ethelreda’s, St. Julian’s and St. Peter Parmentergate. St Peter Southgate 
and St Ethelreda were worked by a single clergyman for a small population. In 1835 St 
Peter Southgate spent £45 10s on erecting a gallery for ‘the accommodation of the Sunday 
School and teachers’ so was still an active force. In 1837 records of ‘beating the bounds’ 
show how expensive a social occasion it was including beefsteak dinners, beer, cakes and 
the use of a boat as along with the invasion of private properties and climbing of fences and 
walls a river voyage was also included in the days excitement. 
 
Despite a long and successful history as a small but well established and patronised church 
by the mid-19th century the congregation was in serious decline. The religious census of 
1851 recorded a meagre congregation of 40 out of available sittings for 160 (Binfield in 
Rawcliffe & Wilson 2005, 411). Comments from the ‘roving churchgoer’ of the Norwich 
magazine ‘Daylight’ in the 1870s show that the congregation had dwindled to a very few 
and the churches of St Julian, St Ethelreda and St Peter Southgate were fairly run down 
and often closed. A report by Edward Boardman (who went on to restore much of St 
Ethelreda’s church) judged St Peter Southgate to be dark and damp and unsuitable for 
repair and it was abandoned in 1884. In the chancel of St Ethelreda on King Street, which 
underwent a major restoration in 1883 to create an idealised ‘medieval’ church, is a 
monument to William Johnson, who died in 1611. It was moved from St Peter Southgate 
Church around the time of its closure and subsequent demolition.  
 
The Norfolk Records Office holds c.211 documents which relate to the Church and parish of 
St Peter Southgate which includes official documents produced by the Norwich 
Corporation, news cuttings, etchings, parish records, rates, deeds and so on. This 
information offers a valuable resource for research into the history of the parish and church 
beyond the scope of this project. 
 
Sites in the immediate proximity or of particular relevance or interest which fall in 
close proximity to the site (c.200m radius) include: 

 
The following information has been sourced from the Norfolk Historic Environment Record 
(NHER) 
 

NHER 26487: Pleasure Gardens. In an area known as The Wilderness to the rear of the site the 
city granted a hundred year lease in 1748 on part of the Butter Hills, forming Bruisters Rural 
Gardens. In 1768 public breakfasts and illuminations took place on this site, and views from the 
city wall towers were a feature of the grounds, which included dense planting and formal gardens. 
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The site was closed from 1770, until 1773 when it reopened with elaborate automatons including 
clockwork sheep, lasting only five years until bankruptcy in 1778. The grounds extended west of 
Southgate Lane until at least 1789. After this point they were subdivided, but part reopened by 
1812 for fireworks, feasts etc. as Richmond Hill Gardens. In the 1840s and in 1852 houses were 
built and the gardens became private.  
 
NHER 26407: Limekiln and chalk mine. This is the approximate location of a medieval and post 
medieval limekiln and chalk mine c. 80m to the north-west of the site. It provided limestone for 
Cow Tower and was then sold in 1399 to the City by William Blakehommore. The City leased it to 
Richard Sotherton in 1562 and he was allowed to dig for chalk on the site, and this may be the 
origin of some of the Ber Street chalk tunnels. It is thought that it now lies underneath the 
buildings of Argyle Street. 

 

NHER 622: Medieval Hospital. c. 120m north-west of the site is the approximate location of 
Hildebrands Hospital which was founded around 1200, and later annexed to the chapel of St 
Edward. It was also known as both Ivy Hall and the Hospital of St Mary, and passed to Dean and 
Chapter after 1497. It was not suppressed during the Dissolution, and was used for poor, aged, 
sick travellers and pilgrims until it was desecrated around 1544. 
 
NHER 580: Site of St Edward's Church c. 140m north-west of the site documentary evidence 

indicates that a church stood at this location, probably prior to the medieval period. In the late 13
th
 century 

the church was united to St Julian's, and it was used as a chapel to Hildebrands Hospital until 1540, when it 
was desecrated.  

   

NHER 574: St Ethelreda's Church on King Street (c. 200m north-west of the site) is thought to 
have Saxon origins, and retains a short stumpy 12th century round tower. The building itself is 
flint with stone and brick dressings, and a 19th century pantile roof replaces the previous 
thatching. Like a number of churches in Norwich and indeed Norfolk, Ethelreda was subject to a 
hefty restoration by Edward Boardman in the late 19th century, which in this case has obscured 
much of the older medieval details. The church itself has been redundant since 1961, but has 
been used for some years as a sculptor’s workshop and studio space. 
 

NHER 26464: Early medieval to post medieval occupation, Cannon Wharf on the riverside 
c.75m north-north-west of the site. An excavation in 1997 discovered buried soils dating from the 
early Norman period, demonstrating that intrusive modern development has not destroyed the 
earliest archaeological deposits in this area. These deposits were overlain by a medieval stone 
building which may have been partly destroyed during Kett's rebellion in 1549. Finds from the site 
include Late Saxon and medieval pottery and 12th century leather working debris. 

 
NHER 38040: An archaeological evaluation within the Read Flour Mill complex took place 
before redevelopment of this area, on the riverside c.50m north-north-west of the site. This work 
revealed at least two major phases of revetment and foreshore reclamation evidenced by timbers, 
including fragments of re-used boats. Fragments of at least four boats of English timber dated to 
the 12th century were recovered. The earliest phase of revetment dated to the late 11th or early 
12th centuries. Some evidence of prehistoric activity was also found in the form of a small 
number of struck flints, together with a complex sequence of medieval timber buildings. In the 
post-medieval period the western part of the trench was occupied by a larger cellared building 
and the eastern part by a poorly built flint and mortar structure, possibly a warehouse. The 
cellared building was probably demolished in the early 20th century 
 

NHER 26465: No 237 King Street c. 20m north of the site is a former spinning and flour mill, 
constructed in a long block at right-angles to the street. It was built in 1854 of redbrick, and has a 
pantile roof.  
 
NHER 26126: City Flour Mills, King Street c. 10 north of the site. This building is a former yarn 
and flour mill. It was built between 1836 and 1837 in red brick, and has a 20th century Mansard 
roof. This area may also be a possible site for St Olave's Chapel (NHER 578). 

 
NHER 578: Site of St Olave's Chapel, King Street. Documentary evidence records that a chapel 
dedicated to the Scandinavian saint Olave was situated on this site, now under Albion Mill. It is 
thought to have been pre-conquest and subject to the archdeacon of Norwich. The chapel was in 
existence by 1186 to 1210, and was demolished before 1345. 
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Plate 4: Working shot of T6 in the sandpit area 
(looking north-west)         [0.5m Scale] 

NHER 26467: Late Saxon to post medieval occupation, Read’s Flour Mill, No. 238-249 King 
Street, c. 20m north-east of the site. Read's Flour Mill site, situated at the end of King Street near 
to Carrow Bridge, has been part of a large scale regeneration of the old warehouses in this area 
of the city. As a result, archaeological evaluation took place in 1997 which identified activity from 
the Late Saxon to Norman periods, as well as the late medieval to early post-medieval periods. 
The earliest activity took place in the 10th to 12th centuries, and included a wall, floor, and hearth 
as well as a lined pit perhaps used as a well or latrine. Later activity in the 15th to 16th century 
appears to have used 12th century architectural fragments as the foundations of a floor. These 
may be the remains of St Olaves, destroyed before the 14th century, which would indicate a 
Norman origin for the chapel. During the late medieval/transitional period (15th to 16th centuries), 
a small yard or cellar was established with an associated sequence of floors and refuse dumps. 
Later cellars had been cut into earlier features and deposits. Some of the surviving Mill buildings 
date back to the mid-19th century, although elements of earlier structures may also survive. 

 
NHER 26131:  Former location of King Street Gate located c. 120m south-east of the site 
adjacent to the New Carrow Bridge. The Gate was also known as Conisford Gate and is first 
mentioned between 1175 and 1186. It was repaired in 1661 and pulled down in 1794. 
 
NHER 48962: Late medieval and post medieval features on land adjacent to 258 King Street 
c. 100m south-east of the site. Late medieval chalk quarrying activity was encountered during an 
archaeological evaluation comprising a single trial trench, along with two late medieval pits 
containing finds of a domestic nature. The foundations of a late medieval to early post-medieval 
chalk rubble wall were discovered, as were the brick foundations of post medieval terraced 
houses. 
 

5.0 Methodology (Figure 2) 
 
The objective of the archaeological 
monitoring was to record any archaeological 
evidence revealed during the excavation of 
foundation trenches to install play equipment 
and during modifications of pathways and 
seating areas.  
 
Trenches were excavated in the presence of 
an archaeological monitor using a 3-ton, 
360° rubber tracked machine, with small 
trenches excavated by hand. In areas 
thought to contain human remains or 
possible archaeologically significant deposits 
the trenches were excavated under strict 
supervision by an archaeologist. Human 
remains were encountered as both 
redeposited fragments and burials. Where 
possible human remains were left in place 
but where the nature of the work could not 
allow them to remain undisturbed they were 
excavated, recorded and lifted by an 
experienced archaeologist. 
 
As the work necessitated the removal and 
reburial of human remains an appropriate 
licence issued under Section 25 of the 
Burial Act 1857 was obtained from the Ministry of Justice, Coroners & Burials Division 
(Licence Number: 11-0047). All lifted remains were reburied on site at the end of 
groundworks as stipulated by the conditions of the licence. 
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Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector (Minelab XTerra 
705). All metal-detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than 
those which were obviously modern. 
 
All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using Norvic Archaeology pro forma 
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and 
digital images were taken of all relevant features and deposits.  
 
All levels were taken using a temporary benchmark of 10.85m at the site entranceway tied 
to an OS spot height of 10.1m OD located on the pathway opposite the ruined tower.  
 
 
 
 

6.0 Results  (Appendix 1a) 

 

 ‘Natural deposits’ 
 
Natural chalk was revealed by two trenches, namely T7 (southern linear trench) and T8. In 
T7 the chalk lay at c.0.6m below the modern surface. In T8 the chalk sloped to the north 
from 0.20m to 0.45m below the level of modern disturbance associated with the base of the 
sandpit area. 
 
 

 Modern make-up and landscaping deposits (20th century) 
 
Significant landscaping and make-up deposits were identified by trench groups T3, T7 and 
the northerly trenches of T5 (see Figure 7). In the areas of T3 and T7 these deposits 
included large volumes of building rubble, mainly in the form of brick, concrete and crushed 
mortar. Plastic waste and metal fragments produced as recently as the late 20th century 
were present within these contexts which exceeded 1m in depth in the area of T5 (northern 
trench). A small number of human bone fragments were recovered from some of the make-
up deposits indicating that material used included soils stripped from elsewhere on the site.  
 
Above the spreads of modern rubble in the area of T7 was a clean very sandy loam which 
contained few modern intrusions and from which three prehistoric flints were collected 
 
Above recent make-up deposits within the trenches of T3 a chalk raft with a sandy cement 
surface similar to mortar was uncovered below a levelling layer sand. This appears to be 
part of a former hard surface area depicted on recent OS plans of the site prior to the 
creation of the current pathway. 
 

 Chalk waste deposits (?late medieval to post-medieval) 
 
Towards the rear of the site at the highest area of terracing large volumes of firm chalk 
waste were encountered by trench groups T4 and T5 (southern trench) which extended to 
the north at least as far as the T7 southern trench. In the area of T4 the depth of this 
material above natural lay beyond the limit of the trenches (>1m – See Figure 7). These 
deposits were sterile of finds aside from a small number of oyster shells and single sherd of 
medieval pottery. The Ber Street escarpment was a prime source of chalk and sand for 
building materials and lime production from the late medieval period onwards and it is likely 
that these deposits can be attributed to such activity. 
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Plate 5: Working shot of T8 (SK40 on show) 
(looking south-west)     [0.5m Scale] 

 Graves forming part of St Peter Southgate Cemetery (Figures 3 to 6) 
(?Late Saxon to post-medieval) 

 
Large numbers of articulated 
and disarticulated human 
remains were encountered in all 
trenches excavated inside the 
area of the sandpit. In total 23 
articulated burials were 
disturbed by the works to a 
greater or lesser extent. Large 
numbers of fragmentary remains 
were also collected from grave 
fills derived as both residual 
fragments from previously 
truncated burials and charnel 
placed within graves. 
 
A twin set of posthole trenches 
excavated at the base and top 
of the steps bordering the sand-
pit (T9) demonstrated the 
contrast in deposits 
encountered. The trench at the top of the steps (ground surface at c.9.5m OD) recorded 
recently made ground to a depth of 0.5m where a child’s plastic ‘cowboy revolver’ helped 
greatly to provenance the soil. Inside the sand-pit the second posthole trench immediately 
encountered fragments of human remains, including part of an adult mandible and tibia, 
with natural chalk reached at just 0.25m below the base of the sandpit at a depth of c.7.55m 
OD. The sandpit floor consisted of a variety of materials in different areas with rubber tiles 
over a thin concrete surface above sharpings predominating but with some areas consisting 
of sharpings below terram alone. 
 
The burials shared a very similar Christian ‘west-east’ orientation, which in practice equated 
to a near south-west to north-east arrangement respecting that of the former church. All 
burials were extended and supine in form with the majority of heads resting on the right 
cheek. Where able to be observed all burials had their arms at rest alongside their bodies. 
 
Although the position of the skeletons appear to conform with the use of coffins rather than 
shrouds only a small number could be confirmed as true coffin burials based on the 
presence of coffin nails, coffin furniture or preserved wood. 
 
The burials appear to have been laid in rows as expected, with several examples of 
intercutting graves where plots have been revisited or later rows re-established. Dating of 
individual burials remains uncertain; while some were clearly suspected of being Victorian 
others contained much chalkier and much more compact soils with no or few examples of 
ferrous nails or fragments of brick, tile or pottery to date them to any particular period.  A 
few sherds of medieval to post-medieval pottery collected during the excavation of various 
burials offers little in the way of accurate dating due to the high likelihood of residuality. 
 
Bone preservation was generally moderate to good. Grave cuts were very hard to discern, 
particularly given the limited confines of each trench. The majority of graves could not be 
identified simply by the presence of distinct fills or truncation events. In most cases deposits 
appeared as a general mix of grave fills until the presence of articulated remains allowed for 
a particular grave to be defined. 
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      Plate 6: Record shot of SK30 & SK31 in T1 
      (looking south-west)                [0.3m Scale] 

Summary description of the trenches which encountered burials 
 
T1 (Figure 3) 
 
The main area of disturbance measured c.1m 
by 1.5m but was in reality a fairly irregular U-
shape excavated to a maximum of 0.7m deep 
formed of interconnected blocks (T1 a to d). 
In-situ human remains of 7 individuals were 
encountered at a minimum depth of 0.4m 
below the sand-pit floor. 
 
T1 also included an additional small trench 
(T1(d)) which measured 0.7m by 0.5m and 
0.6m deep. No in-situ human remains were 
encountered but a distinct and steep sided cut 
on a similar alignment to other burials was 
recorded ([03]) and presumed to be a grave. 
 
The concrete foundations for previous play 
equipment had all but removed the head of 
SK31 and truncated the legs of SK28. SK28 
presented what appeared to be a highly 
unusual curvature of the lumbar vertebrae, a 
possible spinal abnormality.  
 
SK30 showed clear evidence of a coffin represented by coffin nails, and copper alloy tacks 
along with a ferrous handle. Although difficult to discern a small grave was recognised to 
have truncated the remains of SK35 and SK29. A highly decorative Victorian coffin handle 
plate was recorded, which had been redeposited by disturbance from a concrete 
foundation. 
 
Several examples of placed charnel were recorded including a fragmentary cranium (HSR 
5) and several large fragments of long bones packed together within the fills of graves 
associated with SK28.  
 
 
T2 (Figure 4) 
 
This trench measured 0.45m by 0.5m with a maximum depth of 0.6m. In-situ human 
remains of four individuals were encountered at a minimum depth of 0.5m below the sand-
pit floor. 
 
A damaged human skull (HSR26) had been placed as charnel above a burial represented 
by what appeared to be an intact and undisturbed skull (SK29). Further craniums of two 
more burials were exposed (SK24 & 25) and the right foot of another (SK23). To avoid 
unnecessary disturbance the depth of the foundations was able to be raised sufficiently to 
allow the in-situ remains to be left in place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



         
 ARGYLE STREET PLAY AREA, NORWICH. 

NVC REF: GE63  11  
 

      Plate 7: Record shot of SK39 in T8 
      (looking south-west)   [0.5m Scale] 

T6 (Figure 5) 
 
This trench measured c.1.10m2 with a maximum depth of 0.6m. Articulated human remains 
of three individuals were encountered at a minimum depth of 0.22m below the sand-pit 
floor. 
 
Two parallel concrete foundations for previous play equipment had truncated one individual 
on both sides as well as causing major crushing disturbance to the head (SK20). The head 
of another grave (SK22) and the feet end of yet 
another were also revealed. No further articulated 
remains were encountered during deeper hand 
reduction following lifting of the skeletal remains, 
although the deeper excavated material was also 
characterised as mixed grave fill of unknown depth. 
 
 
T8 (Figure 6) 
 
This trench measured c.1.35m2 with natural chalk 
exposed at a depth of 0.20m below the sand-pit 
floor sloping north to a depth of 0.45m. A total of 9 
articulated burials were revealed along with two 
deeper grave cuts whose occupants lay beyond the 
necessary depth of excavation. Burials in clear rows 
were encountered at a minimum depth of 0.15m 
below the sand-pit floor, directly below the stone 
sharping make-up for the sand-pit floor.  
 
The skulls of three of the uppermost skeletons (SK 
35, 39 & 40) had all suffered from horizontal 
truncation and disturbance from recent machine 
work (see Plate 5 & 7). The fragmentary remains of 
an articulated pelvis and femur (SK36) 
demonstrated that this levelling event had all but 
removed at least one additional skeleton and may also have been responsible for the 
removal of the skull relating to SK38.  
 
The excavation of SK39 was notable in that it revealed preserved fragments of wood from 
the base, sides and collapsed lid of a coffin along with a small number of ferrous coffin nails 
and a ferrous end handle (Plate 7). SK38 also exhibited similar preservation of a coffin wall. 
 
SK40 and SK39 had suffered from archaic disturbance from the grave digging of two deep 
graves ([41] & [42]) which truncated them both at the base of the pelvis.  
 
Two infant burials were discovered; the foot end of a very small grave for a neonatal burial 
(SK43) and an archaically disturbed grave containing the well preserved but partial remains 
of a child under 1 year of age (SK45). SK45 had lost the majority of its left side and all of 
the head to later grave digging but stratigraphically was perhaps the earliest burial in the 
recorded sequence. Alongside SK45 was an adult skeleton which was revealed directly 
below SK35. 
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7.0 Finds Analysis   (Appendix 2a) 

 

 Pottery (Appendix 3) 
       

Introduction 
 
Fifteen sherds of pottery weighing a total of 163g were collected from eight contexts. Table 
1 shows the quantification by fabric; a summary catalogue by context is included as 
Appendix 3. 
 

 Description Fabric No Wt/g MNV 

Thetford-type ware THET 1 14 1 

Total late Saxon  1 14 1 

Local medieval unglazed  LMU 1 5 1 
Medieval coarseware MCW 3 23 3 
Medieval coarseware - micaceous MCWM 2 4 2 
Late medieval and transitional LMT 1 6 1 

Total medieval  7 38 7 

Glazed red earthenware GRE 3 35 3 
Staffordshire-type slipware STAF 1 5 1 
English Stoneware ESW 1 46 1 

Total post-medieval  5 86 5 

Refined red earthenware REFR 1 14 1 
Porcelain PORC 1 11 1 

Total Late P.med/E.modern  2 25 2 

Grand Total  15 163 15 

Table 1. Pottery quantification by fabric. 

Methodology 
 
Basic quantification was carried out using sherd count and weight only. All fabric codes 
follow the post-Roman fabric series after Sue Anderson with form terminology following 
MPRG (1998). A detailed catalogue with quantification by sherd is presented as Appendix 
3. 
 
Pottery by period 
 
Late-Saxon  
A single base sherd of Thetford-type ware was collected as a residual find from the initial 
spits within T1 (46). This sherd was highly abraded and came from a mixed deposit of 
grave fills from which several post-medieval sherds were also collected. 
 
Medieval 
A total of seven small sherds of medieval pottery were collected from five different locations 
across the site, the majority of which are likely to be of residual nature. A single sherd of 
local medieval unglazed pottery (11th to 14th century spot date) was collected from the 
lowest spit excavated in T1 (47). Three sherds of similar medieval courseware of medium 
sandy fabric were collected (12th to 14th century spot date); one from chalk waste deposits 
observed at the rear of the site at T4 (18), one as a residual find in modern make-up of T5 
(19) and another collected from the grave fill associated with SK20 in T6. Two small sherds 
of sandy micaceous courseware of a similar period were collected during the excavation of 
burial deposits in T8 along with a green glazed sherd of late medieval/transitional ware spot 
dated to the 15th to 16th century.  
 
Two of the courseware sherds and the glazed sherd are sooted externally, suggesting that 
they were used as cooking vessels prior to discard. 
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Post-medieval 
A total of five sherds of post-medieval pottery were recovered of which all but one were 
collected from the initial excavation spits of T1 (46). The pottery includes two sherds of 
glazed red earthenware of 16th to 18th century date, along with a single sherd of 
Staffordshire-type slipware of late 17th to 18th century date and a small sherd of English 
Stoneware of 17th to 19th century date.  
 
A further sherd of glazed red earthenware was collected from a mix of grave fills in T2. 
 
 
Late post-medieval/Early Modern 
A single sherd of 18th to 20th century hand painted polychrome porcelain was collected from 
modern deposits in T3 (15) along with a single piece of flower pot. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
This small assemblage appears to be mainly domestic in nature and includes a small 
number of sherds representing multiple historic periods from Late Saxon through to 
medieval, post-medieval and modern periods. The sherds were collected from across the 
site from chalk quarry waste, grave fills and modern horizons and offer little confidence in 
spot dating associated contexts due the high likelihood of residuality.  
 

 
 

 Flint (Appendix 4) 

 
Introduction 
 
A total of seven struck flints were collected during the monitoring work. Each piece was 
examined by eye and with the aid of a hand lens (x6 magnification) before being catalogued 
according to a basic typology using standard lithic terminology where possible. Detailed 
comments on the flint analysis are included in Appendix 4. 
 
Raw materials 
 
This small assemblage is made exclusively from medium-grained fairly mottled opaque 
grey flint (with a strong brownish-dark-yellow hue when viewed through a strong white light) 
with fairly frequent interclasts and flaws. Those examples which include cortex show a thin 
and possibly weathered chalky surface. The collection source is likely to be local chalk 
deposits in the vicinity of the site which would have been easily accessible from the river 
eroded ‘cliff’ face of the Ber Street ridge.  
 
Condition 
 
The condition of the assemblage is good, with most pieces in fresh condition, indicating that 
they have not experienced extensive post-depositional damage or abrasion. This would 
normally indicate that they have been recovered close to where they were originally 
discarded/buried, although in this case three pieces were collected from redeposited soil 
above modern make-up. The remainder were collected from grave fills at the lower end of 
the site. 
 
Discussion 
 
This assemblage is small and contains no complete specialised tools or overtly diagnostic 
pieces. The assemblage primarily consists of utilised flakes including three examples of 
reuse for failed pieces. 
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The assemblage suggests a fairly ad-hoc utilisation of flakes and failed pieces into simple 
edged tools, with one example perhaps modified for use as a rough scraper. These pieces 
do not fall into any specific tool type and were probably expedient tools used briefly for 
various tasks and then discarded. 
 
Both hard and soft hammer techniques appear to be present. No classic decortication 
flakes were collected. The assemblage appears to demonstrate that the fairly challenging 
nature of the flint fabric chosen was often beyond the skill of the flint-knapper to control.  
 
Dating this small assemblage as a whole is fairly problematic given the lack of diagnostic 
pieces; however the presence of hard hammer shatter, miss-hits and squat pieces bearing 
cortex combined with ad-hoc utilisation points to a later prehistoric date range of later 
Neolithic to Bronze Age. 
 
Evidence for prehistoric activity found previously in the vicinity of the site includes a small 
number of worked flints collected as residual finds during excavations opposite the site on 
the riverside on the site of Reed’s Flour Mill (NHER 38040) and excavations on the Ber 
Street ridge at 93-101 Ber Street which revealed a prehistoric ring-ditch (NHER 45439; 
Emery 2009). Evidence for crude Iron Age flint knapping was collected from the uppermost 
fill of the ring-ditch and Bronze Age and Iron Age pottery were also recovered from the fills 
of a solution hollow at the same site. 
 
 

SSD Context Type Qty Weight (g) 

T7(s) 06 Utilised Flake 1 23 
T7(s) 06 Core ‘chunk’ 1 13 
T7(n) 06 Utilised Flake 1 20 
T1 (d) 47 Utilised Flake 1 20 

T8 50 Flake 1 5 
T8 50 Flake 1 9 
T8 50 Utilised Flake 1 14 

  Total 7 104 

Table 2. Flint 
 

 Shell 
 
Introduction 
 
A total of five examples of oyster shells discarded as food waste were collected from chalk 
waste deposit (16) during the monitoring of machine work for T4. The shells are in good 
condition and weigh a total of 73g. One of the upper (top) shell halves has a clear U-shaped 
shucking notch at the lip.  
 

SSD Context Taxon Side Qty Weight (g) Comments 

T4 16 Oyster Top 1 29  
T4 16 Oyster Top 1 9 U-shaped shucking notch 
T4 16 Oyster Bottom 1 13  
T4 16 Oyster Bottom 1 5  
T4 16 Oyster Bottom 1 17  

Total 5 73  

Table 3. Oyster Shell 
 

 Coffin Artefacts 

 
Numerous ferrous nails and a small number of ferrous coffin fittings were encountered, 
mainly in the form of handles. Several copper-alloy tacks were noted associated with the 
burial of SK30/T1, probably for securing a cloth lining within the coffin. Where nails and 
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Plate 8: Record shot of a decorative Victorian white 
metal coffin handle plate found in T1     [100mm scale] 

Plate 9: Ship Penny Jeton at 2:1 (obverse left, reverse right) 

fittings were associated with a particular burial they were lifted with the human remains and 
reburied alongside them.  
 
A small ferrous coffin handle 
mounted on a fine white metal 
decorative plate was recovered 
from the fill of a small grave 
disturbed by the previous intrusion 
of a concrete base in T1. No 
human remains associated with 
this grave were encountered. After 
a simple clean with a fine brush 
and suitable photographic record 
the object was reburied within the 
fill of the same grave.  
 
The plate was highly decorative in 
the Victorian gothic style with 
stylised crescent sashes, flowers, 

foliage, a winged cherubic face and 
central black enamel painted oval 
‘gemstone’ mould with garland 
border. Small copper-alloy tacks (showing traces of preserved wood) were used to secure it 
to the coffin. The small size of both the handle and the grave from which it was collected 
indicates a child burial and the presence of such a decorative plate indicates a relatively 
expensively adorned Victorian coffin.  
 

 ‘Ship-Penny’ Jeton (Appendix 5) 
 
By Andy Barnett 
 
A single Nuremberg jeton was recovered from Trench 1, from deposit (46). The jeton was 
recovered alongside pottery of a later post-medieval date and therefore represents a 
residual find collected from a mixed horizon of intercutting graves. ‘Reckoning counters’ of 
various types are common stray finds on sites in central Norwich where archaeological 
excavations produce a wide variety of types and forms.  
 
The jeton is in good condition although it has suffered a hefty blow at some point in its 
history which has bent the flan over and created a small tear in the edge. Dating from 1490-
1550 it is an anonymous issue ‘Ship-Penny’ type jeton with a repeating fictitious legend on 
both the obverse and reverse, with one misplaced letter in the obverse inscription. 
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The obverse design is of a ship, with a lozenge containing four fleur de lis on the reverse. 
Such designs were taken from earlier French jeton prototypes issued in Paris during the 
mid-late 15th century. These popular designs were used, amongst others, as the 
Nuremberg jeton-masters expanded their business into the western jeton markets at the 
beginning of the 1480s onwards. Initially the jetons had literate French inscriptions which 
then appear to be replaced by a fictitious repeating legend in the early 16th century. 
Consequently it can be assumed that this jeton was issued later in the types’ lifespan rather 
than earlier. 
 

8.0 Conclusions 
 
The churchyard has always existed on well-sloping terraced ground, as observed in the 
photograph of the church taken in c. 1869. Archaeological monitoring revealed that the 
current terraced appearance of the site has been recently remodelled, particularly in the 
middle and northern end of the site. A large volume of imported brick rubble and rubbish-
filled soils has been used to landscape the central area. This make-up also included some 
fragmentary human bone and probably includes soils stripped from the area of the sandpit 
which was created in 1997.  
 

Chalk waste deposits exceeding 1m in depth were revealed at the rear of the site which 
may be attributed to quarry activity along the Ber Street escarpment, which was a prime 
source of chalk and sand for building materials and lime production from the late medieval 
period onwards. Deep chalk waste deposits of a similar character were recorded at 258 
King Street c. 100m further along the base of the escarpment  which were attributed to late 
medieval activity (NHER 48962). 
 

Human remains were shown to rest directly below the sand-pit floor in the area of T8 and 
less than 0.5m below in all other areas. The work carried out in 1997 to create the sand-pit 
was recorded to have exposed the surface of numerous grave cuts assumed to be post-
medieval or 19th century in date. Although the machine work was not recorded to have 
disturbed these graves unfortunately it appears that several skeletons in the area of T8 
were affected by additional levelling activity and that the concrete foundations for the old 
play equipment also disturbed in-situ human remains.  
 

This phase of monitoring work has demonstrated that the cemetery was indeed very well 
used and that all the soils observed in the area of the sand-pit could be attributed to mixed 
grave fill resulting from centuries of intercutting graves. Burials were placed in clear rows 
with evidence for the establishment of later rows which truncated those which came before. 
Fragmentary human remains were commonplace and most burials included residual 
remains or placed charnel from earlier burials within their backfill. Although several graves 
may be attributed to the 19th century, complete with coffin furniture and preserved wood, 
others encountered contained well homogenised fills of different character, for which 
medieval to post-medieval dates can be entertained.  
 

No dramatic pathologies were noted during the exhumations of the remains aside from the 
curvature of lumbar vertebrae of a possible female individual. Two infant burials were 
recorded in T8 and a small grave from which a highly decorative coffin handle plate was 
collected in T1 appears to be the site of a Victorian child’s grave.  
 

A small number of prehistoric flints were collected from grave fills and a redeposited soil 
which were notably fresh in appearance and testify to prehistoric activity in the vicinity of the 
site. The highly visible position of the Ber Street ridge may have been occupied by a 
number of barrow monuments in the Bronze Age, as suggested by the discovery of the ring 
ditch at 93-101 Ber Street and evidence of Neolithic to Bronze Age activity has been 
identified along the banks of the Wensum in Norwich, for example the pits and postholes on 
Palace Street (NHER 26442).  
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Appendix 1a: Context Summary 
 

Context Category SSD Brief Description Interpretation Period 

01 Deposit - Topsoil  Modern 

02 Deposit T1 Fill of [03] – chalky silty-sand/soil mix  Uncertain 

03 Cut T1 Near vertical edge ?grave cut ?Grave Uncertain 

04 Deposit T1 ?Grave fill ?Grave fill Uncertain 

05 HSR T1 Redeposited and badly damaged skull Charnel Uncertain 

06 Deposit T7 Redeposited  v.sandy-loam  Modern 

07 Deposit T7 Fill of [08] – modern brick rubble  Modern 

08 Cut T7 Modern pit/disturbance  Modern 

09 Deposit T7 Chalk waste & soil mix  ?Medieval+ 

10 Deposit - Natural chalk geology  - 

11 Deposit T7 Modern horizons  Modern 

12 Deposit T7 Modern rubble make-up  Modern 

13 Deposit T3 Modern surface (mortar/cement)  Modern 

14 Deposit T3 Modern chalk raft below (13)  Modern 

15 Deposit T3 Modern make-up horizons  Modern 

16 Deposit T4 Chalk waste  ?Medieval+ 

17 Deposit T4 Chalk waste  ?Medieval+ 

18 Deposit T4 Chalk waste  ?Medieval+ 

19 Deposit T5 Modern make-up horizons  Modern 

20 Skeleton T6  Articulated Burial Uncertain 

21 Skeleton T6 Articulated feet Burial Uncertain 

22 Skeleton T6 Articulated head Burial Uncertain 

23 Skeleton T2 Articulated right foot, left in situ Burial Uncertain 

24 Skeleton T2 Skull, left in situ Burial Uncertain 

25 Skeleton T2 Skull, left in situ Burial Uncertain 

26 HSR T2 Redeposited skull Charnel Uncertain 

27 Skeleton T2 Skull, left in situ Burial Uncertain 

28 Skeleton T1 Articulated lower torso/pelvis/femurs Burial Uncertain 

29 Skeleton T1 Articulated right side of pelvis and femur exposed Burial Uncertain 

30 Skeleton T1 Articulated head Burial ?19
th
 century 

31 Skeleton T1 Articulated torso, remnant of head Burial Uncertain 

32 Skeleton T1 Articulated upper right part of torso Burial Uncertain 

33 Skeleton T1 Articulated head exposed only Burial Uncertain 

34 Skeleton T1 Articulated skull & left shoulder exposed only Burial Uncertain 

35 Skeleton T8 Articulated Burial Uncertain 

36 Skeleton T8 Articulated pelvis with femur head only Burial ?19
th
 century 

37 Skeleton T8 Articulated left hand, femur & pelvis  Burial Uncertain 
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Context Category SSD Brief Description Interpretation Period 

38 Skeleton T8 Articulated torso  Burial Uncertain 

39 Skeleton T8 Articulated Burial ?19
th
 century 

40 Skeleton T8 Articulated Burial Uncertain 

41 Cut T8 Clear grave cut Grave ?19
th
 century 

42 Cut T8 Clear grave cut Grave ?19
th
 century 

43 Skeleton T8 Neo-natal Burial Uncertain 

44 Skeleton T8 Articulated Burial Uncertain 

45 Skeleton T8 Infant (<1 Year) Burial Uncertain 

46 Finds T1 Finds collected  from initial spits Residual Finds - 

47 Finds T1 Finds collected  from c.0.5m deep Residual Finds - 

48 Finds T2 Finds collected  from mix of grave fills Residual Finds - 

49 Finds T6 Single pottery sherd collected during exc. of Sk20 Residual Finds - 

50 Finds T8 Finds collected during exc. of burial deposits Residual Finds - 

 

Appendix 1b: Human Remains Summary 
 

Context Category SSD Brief Description Interpretation 

05 HSR T1 Redeposited and badly damaged skull Charnel 

Comments: Adult skull, majority of anterior intact,  otherwise badly damaged, placed in grave fill as charnel 

20 Skeleton T6  Articulated Burial 

Comments: Juvenile, truncated by concrete foundation on both sides and head crushed/truncated (mandible intact) 

21 Skeleton T6 Articulated feet Burial 

Comments: Adult, both feet, left tibia and fibula only – right lost through later grave digging disturbance. Some large charnel 
associated with this or an adjacent burial. 

22 Skeleton T6 Articulated head Burial 

Comments: Adult 

23 Skeleton T2 Articulated right foot Burial 

Comments: Adult, good preservation. 

24 Skeleton T2 Skull, left in situ Burial 

Comments: ?Adult, partially exposed only, able to be left in place. 

25 Skeleton T2 Skull, left in situ Burial 

Comments: ?Adult, partially exposed only, able to be left in place. 

26 HSR T2 Redeposited skull Charnel 

Comments: Adult, skull, maxilla fragmentary, placed in grave fill as charnel. 

27 Skeleton T2 Skull, left in situ Burial 

Comments: Adult, partially exposed only, able to be left in place. 

28 Skeleton T1 Articulated lower torso/pelvis/femurs Burial 

Comments: Pelvis possible female traits, large frame individual, truncated femurs (from modern disturbance) and left arm lost to 
a grave cut, spine very ‘bent’ – possible abnormality associated with long term infection e.g. tuberculosis. 

29 Skeleton T1 Articulated right side of pelvis and femur exposed Burial 

Comments: Adult, pelvis and right femur partially exposed but able to be left in place. 

30 Skeleton T1 Articulated head Burial 

Comments: Adult, well-worn incisors, some wood preservation, coffin nails and coffin furniture present. 
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Context Category SSD Brief Description Interpretation 

31 Skeleton T1 Articulated torso, remnant of head Burial 

Comments: Adult, cranium lost to modern disturbance, other truncations result of later grave digging.  

32 Skeleton T1 Articulated upper right part of torso Burial 

Comments: ?Juvenile, very gracile, left side and head lost to later grave digging. 

33 Skeleton T1 Articulated head exposed only Burial 

Comments: Adult (?young), some cranial damage ?from later grave digging. 

34 Skeleton T1 Articulated skull & left shoulder exposed only Burial 

Comments: ?Juvenile, very gracile, facial features lost to later grave digging 

35 Skeleton T8 Articulated Burial 

Comments: Adult, possible female traits, striking facial features with highly prominent cheekbones, top of cranium lost 
horizontally to modern leveling activity. 

36 Skeleton T8 Articulated pelvis with femur head only Burial 

Comments: Although fragmentary the femur head is articulated with the ilium and on the correct alignment and may represent all 
that is left of an all but removed burial disturbed by modern leveling activity. 

37 Skeleton T8 Articulated left hand, femur & pelvis  Burial 

Comments: Left hand, ilium and femur encountered in the corner of the trench. 

38 Skeleton T8 Articulated torso  Burial 

Comments: Adult, lower remains truncated by a later grave but the head probably lost to modern leveling activity. 

39 Skeleton T8 Articulated Burial 

Comments: Poor preservation of spine and ribs, several coffin nails, preserved wood from coffin (sides, base and collapsed lid) 
plus iron coffin handle. Cranium truncated /disturbed horizontally by modern leveling activity  ?young adult. 

40 Skeleton T8 Articulated Burial 

Comments: Adult, very worn molars, truncated at ilium by later grave cut ,left Humerus lost to later grave cut. Cranium truncated 
horizontally by modern leveling activity. 

43 Skeleton T8 Neo-natal Burial 

Comments: Lower legs and foot bones encountered, reburied carefully within baulk where found. 

44 Skeleton T8 Articulated Burial 

Comments: A fairly robust individual, possible male traits, damage to head from grave directly above 

45 Skeleton T8 Infant (<1 Year) Burial 

Comments: Truncated by later grave digging leaving mainly the right side of the skeleton intact, head missing. No coffin nails 
present. 
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Appendix 1c: OASIS feature summary table 

Period Feature type Quantity 

Medieval (1066 to 1539AD) Quarry 1 

Post-medieval (1540 to 1900AD) Extended Inhumation 5 

Unknown Extended Inhumation 18 
 

Appendix 2a: Finds by Context 

Context  Material Quantity Weight (g) Comment 

06 Flint – worked 3 56  

15 Pot 2 25  

16 Shell – oyster 5 73  

18 Pot 1 7  

19 Pot 1 7  

46 
Pot 4 26  

Coin – jeton 1 2 ‘Ship-penny’ type 

47 
Flint – worked 1 20  

Pot 2 19  

48 Pot 1 15  

49 Pot 1 9  

50 
Flint – worked 3   28  

Pot 1 6  

Appendix 2b: NHER finds summary table 

Period Material Quantity 

Prehistoric (500000BC to 42AD) Worked Flint 1 

Late Saxon (851 to 1065AD) Pottery 1 

Medieval (1066 to 1539AD) 

Pottery 7 

Coin – jeton 1 

Shell – oyster 5 

Post-medieval (1540 to 1900AD) 
Pottery 7 

Coffin furniture 1* 

*Recorded but reburied within the grave it was found 

 
Appendix 3: Pottery 
 

Context Fabric Form No Wt/g Sherd date range comments 

15 REFR Flower-pot 1 14 19
th
-20

th
 c. Base sherd of small flower pot 

15 PORC Cup or teabowl 1 11 18
th
-20

th
 c. Hand painted in black design with 

polychrome on-glaze painted enamel 
washes, pseudo-Chinese domestic 
female figure with water pot 

18 MCW  1 7 12
th
-14

th
 c. Base sherd, (very flat base), buff 

v.sandy fabric,  sooted externally 

19 MCW  1 7 12
th
-14

th
 c. Body sherd, sandy fabric, reduced 

internally, oxidised externally, wiped 
surface 

46 GRE ?Dish 1 12 16
th
-18

th
 c. Rim sherd– orange fabric, yellowish 

orange glaze internal & external 

46 GRE ?Bowl 1 8 16
th
-18

th
 c. Rim sherd– orange fabric,  clear 

yellowish brown glaze internally 

46 ?ESW  1 1 17
th
-19

th
 c. Patchy thin glaze interior & exterior 

46 STAF ?Plate 1 5 L.17
th
-18

th
 c. Press moulded flatware, fine  feather 

patterned with a dark brown glaze 

47 LMU  1 5 11
th
-14

th
 c. Thin body sherd, sandy fabric, 

reduced externally 

47 THET ?Jar 1 14 10
th
-11

th
 c. Highly abraded base sherd, smooth 

fabric, occasional burnt –out  
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Context Fabric Form No Wt/g Sherd date range comments 

inclusions 

48 GRE ?Dish 1 15 16
th
-18

th
 c. Rim sherd– orange fabric, dark 

internal glaze 

49 MCW  1 9 12
th
-14

th
 c. Rim sherd, high fired sandy fabric, 

reddish oxidised with dark grey core, 
fairly steep sided, thickly developed 
plain flaring flat rim. 

50 MCWM  2 4 12
th
-14

th
 c. Pale grey to buff body sherds, one 

sherd (1g) heavily sooted externally. 

50 LMT  1 6 15
th
-16

th
 Copper green glazed body sherd, 

only partial glaze (drip) on exterior 
sooted surface. Grey fabric with 
oxidised orange/buff outer margin. 

 
 
Appendix 4: Flint 
 

SSD  Context Type Qty Weight (g) Context Type 

T7 (s) 06 Utilised Flake 1 23 Redeposited soil 
Highly glossed, hard struck flake with remnant of an abraded platform and possible later conversion into a 
tool – exhibits unifacial, fairly invasive retouch marking this as a probable ad-hoc scraper.  

T7 (s) 06 Core ‘chunk’ 1 13 Redeposited soil 
Fragment of a small worked out core with small, multi-directional scarring. Fresh condition 

T7 (n) 06 Utilised Flake 1 20 Redeposited soil 

Hard struck squat wedge shaped flake, cortex present in three areas, where stepped scars show 
some effort to remove the cortex prior to the flake production failed. Multi-directional scarring. Fine 
micro-denticular unifacial retouch with wear shows that converted to an ad-hoc tool, possible 
minor wear along other edges. 

T1 (d) 47 Utilised Flake 1 20 Mixed grave fills 

A large, slightly battered and patinated irregular thermal flake modified into a crude tool along one 
edge with unifacial lateral retouch and wear. 

T8 50 Flake 1 5 Mixed grave fills 

Resembles a snapped proximal end of a crested flake or blade but closer inspection in fact a 
failed hinge fracture. Thin and sharp/fresh, fairly soft and controlled knapping tool. 
T8 50 Flake 1 9 Mixed grave fills 

Thin chalky cortex present on a shatter produced secondary flake of irregular squat shape. Fresh. 

T8 50 Utilised Flake 1 14 Mixed grave fills 

Fairly soft hammer produced from a small neat platform producing a fairly broad flake – crested at 
the proximal end but irregular from earlier juxtaposed strikes at the distal end with small area of 
thin chalky cortex present. Deeply invasive break on one side, fine unifacial wear on one edge and 
small area of denticulate retouch on the other. Unusual form of flake resulting from a failed blade 
removal which has been utilised in various ad hoc tasks. Sharp/fresh. 

Appendix 5: Ship Penny Jeton 

SSD  Context Type Qty Weight (g) Context Type 

T1 46 Jeton 1 2.08g Mixed grave fills 
 

Denomination: Ship Penny Jeton 
Date: 1490-1550 
Metal: Copper-alloy 
Mint: Nuremberg 
Moneyer: Not known 
Weight: 2.08g 
Diameter: 26.7mm 
Description: Good condition with some wear. There is a 
bend and tear at the 9 o'clock position. 
Reference: Michener M. 1988, Seaby. Jetons, Medalets 
and Tokens Vol I, p372-374 

 

Obverse Description: Ship profile facing left 
with central mast and yard arm. Stern to right, 
bow to left. Fictitious legend around with crown 
initial mark and annulet stop. 
 

Obverse Legend: X[…]HVXETBMHVXEBM 
 

Reverse Description: Four fleur de lis in a 
lozenge with four sets of three annulets in 
surrounding fields. Fictitious legend around. 
 

Reverse: XETMBHVXETMBHVX[…]BH 
 

 


