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Archaeological Evaluation of land off No.14 Winston Drive,  
South Creake, Norfolk. 

 

Location:  South Creake 

Grid Ref:  TF 8614 3537 

NHES Event No:  ENF126756 

Date of fieldwork: 21st June 2011 

 

1.0  Introduction 
 

Norvic Archaeology was commissioned by Paul Robinson of Pike Partnership Ltd., on 
behalf of the landowner Craig Yarhams, to undertake an evaluation by trial trenching of land 
off No.14 Winston Drive, South Creake. The area is a former playground of c. 180m2 and 
makes up part of a proposed planning application for the overall plot of a single residential 
development of c. 400m2 which will also include part of the current garden of No.14 (Figure 
1, below). The proposed development site is located adjacent to where a number of Roman 
coins and a Roman bronze figurine have previously been found. 
 
This archaeological evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a brief issued by the 
Historic Environment Service (HES Ref: CNF43520) on behalf of the Borough Council of 
Kings Lynn and West Norfolk. The aim of the evaluation work was to assess the 
presence/absence, date, nature, and extent of any buried archaeological remains and 
features. This report presents a brief description of the methodology followed, the results 
and the archaeological interpretation of the evaluation. 
 
On completion of the project, the site archive will be offered for long term deposition with 
Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service, following the relevant policy on archiving 
standards. 

 

2.0 Summary of Results 
 
A single evaluation trench measuring c.10m by 1.8m revealed two Romano-British ditches 
at 90° orientation to one another. The smaller ditch may be a former boundary ditch and 
was associated with two small postholes. It contained a few sherds of pottery which appear 
to indicate a 3rd to 4th century deposition date. 
 
The larger ditch is estimated to measure c. 2m wide and has survived to a depth of 0.85m. 
It contained dark grey deposits flecked by charcoal from which a well-preserved 
assemblage of finds was collected. These include a coin of the emperor Gratian (367-383 
AD), butchered animal bone, pottery sherds of fine non-local table wares, as well as more 
utilitarian, locally-produced wares of 3rd to 4th century date and clay fragments from a 
hearth. Environmental evidence gained from the primary fill suggests localised activity, with 
possible areas of grassland or agricultural land close by. It is possible that this ditch may 
form part of an enclosure associated with a fairly affluent Roman settlement. 
 
All features were sealed below a horizon of upper subsoil, from which a few sherds of 
Romano-British pottery were collected. During the course of the work the owners of an 
adjacent property brought forward several Roman pottery sherds collected from their 
garden. The evidence for a previously unrecognised focus of Roman activity in the 
immediate area of the site is compelling.  
 
A small number of burnt flints and two small struck flakes were collected from the lower 
subsoil and may indicate minor prehistoric activity in the area. 
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3.0 Geology and Topography 
 
The site is located on the southern slopes of the River Burn valley; c.200m southwest from 
its southern bank on an area of slightly raised ground which forms the Winston Drive estate 
at c.30m OD.  
 
The underlying geology is Upper Chalk, overlain by gravels with alluvium deposits further to 
the north in the area of the river channel. Superficial deposits comprise of poorly sorted 
gravel and sands, with clay lenses, formed mostly by solifluction and/or hillwash and soil 
creep - Geology of Britain Viewer at a scale of 1:50 000 (http://maps.bgs.ac.uk/ 
geologyviewer_google/googleviewer.html).  
 
The sub-surface geology of the site encountered during the fieldwork can be characterised 
as medium grained, pale yellow sands with frost-fractured flints and occasional lenses of 
mid orange sandy-clays.  
 
 

4.0 Brief Archaeological and Historical Background 
 
A parish summary of the large amount of information held for South Creake’s Historic 
Environment can be viewed on the Norfolk Heritage Explorer website. The parish has 
generated over 100 records which give evidence of human occupation and activity of most 
periods in the form of find scatters, cropmarks, listed buildings and excavated sites. 

 
The proposed development site is located adjacent to a garden where several Roman coins 
and a Roman bronze figurine have previously been found at No. 26 Churchill Estate (NHER 
15172). Other rear gardens of the Churchill Estate have also produced Roman coins 
(NHER 52866, 12569, 1950 & 21468).  

The following extract from the online parish summary was compiled by Thomas Sunley 
(NLA) 6 June 2007 and summarises evidence for Roman activity found in the parish: 

Two Roman roads run through South Creake (NHER 1791 and 1922). The first of these was 
discovered by probing in the River Burn which located a metalled surface (NHER 1922). The 
road has since been traced and it is metalled throughout. It runs across several parishes and 
originally went over the site of Barwick Hall. A long section of the other road (NHER 1791) 
runs through South Creake on its way to an unknown destination. It is a hollow way in some 
parts and in others it is only visible on aerial photographs. Some sections are still used as 
farm track, and parts of this road are now accessible through the National Cycle network. 

No other Roman sites have been recorded for the parish but a few Roman finds merit 
discussion here. A huge hoard of 1300-2000 silver Roman coins (NHER 1948) was found in 
South Creake in 1799. No further information is available about this fantastic discovery but it 
is possible that some of the coins were acquired by Norwich Castle Museum in 1840. Of 
course, many other Roman coins have been found in isolation or smaller groupings (e.g. 
NHER 15732 and 28400). Other intriguing finds include a female figurine (NHER 15172) and 

a razor (NHER 28962).   

Sites in the immediate proximity or of particular relevance or interest which fall in close 
proximity to the site include (The following information has been sourced from the Norfolk Historic 

Environment Record (NHER)): 
 

NHER 1950: Roman Coin. In 1972 a Roman sestertius of Severus Alexander was recovered from the rear 
garden of No.16 Churchill Estate. 
 
NHER 1950: Roman Coin. In 1977 a Roman coin of Faustina Senior was found in this area. It is believed to 
have come from a garden of the Churchill Estate. 
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NHER 15172: Roman figurine and coins. During the period 1977-1984 a number of Roman coins and a 
female bronze figurine were recovered from the garden of No. 26 Churchill Estate. The coins include examples 
from the reigns of Tetricus I, Constantine II and Victorinus. 
 
NHER 21468: Roman coin.  In 1985 a bronze coin of Constantius II (AD348-60) was found in the garden of No. 
22 Churchill Estate. 
 
NHER 52866: Roman coin.  A Roman coin was found in the back garden of No.9 Churchill Estate in 2009.  
 
NHER 15532: Medieval stone fragments. In 1979 a fragment of a medieval arch made from Caen or Barnack 
stone was found in the garden of Sambea Cottage (c.180m to the north-east of the site). 
 
NHER 39711: Find Spot. Sometime before 2003 a number of medieval and post medieval pottery sherds were 
recovered from the garden of Avondale Farmhouse garden c. 200m to the north-north-west of the site. 
 
NHER 1791: Roman Road. Approximately 2km to the east of the site is a long section of a major Roman road 
running north-south that passes through several parishes. Its terminus is unknown. This road is important 
because it may have influenced the pattern of Roman settlement around it. It is a hollow way in some parts and 
in others it is only visible on aerial photographs. Some sections are still used as farm tracks, and there are 
fragments of a 1.5m high agger still surviving. Parish and field  boundaries often follow the route of the road. 
Parts of this road are now accessible through the National Cycle network.  

  
NHER 1922: Roman Road. Approximately 1.5km to the north of the site is a Roman road which runs c. east-
west. It was first discovered by probing in the River Burn which located a metalled surface. The road has since 
been traced and it is metalled throughout. It has wide verges but does not run particularly straight. It runs across 
several parishes and originally went over the site of Barwick Hall. The western end of the road may have a 
medieval rather than Roman origin and is recorded in 1294 as 'Kingsway'. 

 

 
 
5.0 Methodology (Figure 2) 
  
The objective of the archaeological evaluation was to record any archaeological evidence 
revealed during the excavation. As requested by the Brief, a single evaluation trench was 
excavated under the control of an experienced archaeologist using a wheeled ‘JCB’-type 
machine. Conditions during the work were fine and dry with bright sunshine. 
 
Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector (Minelab XTerra 
705). All metal-detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than 
those which were obviously modern. 
 
All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using Norvic Archaeology pro forma 
sheets. The trench location, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and 
photographic images were taken of all relevant features and deposits.  
 
All levels were taken using a temporary benchmark of 30.62m OD located on a service 
cover on the corner by No.11 Winston Drive, tied to an OS Spot Height of 27.7m OD 
located on the roadside opposite No.22 Churchill Estate.  
 
It should be noted that a live sub-service power cable was identified running from the 
garden of No.21 Churchill Estate running across the garden of No.14 in a slightly north-
westerly direction. This cable is currently thought to serve the Winston Drive estate and 
would need to be rerouted prior to further groundworks. 
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Plate 2: Roman ditch [01] plus PH’s [03] & [05] 
   (looking west)   [1x1m Scale] 

6.0 Results  (Figure 3 & 4) (Appendix 1a) 

 

 ‘Natural deposits’ 
 

Natural sand with occasional patches of clay-sand (11) was revealed at a depth of between 
0.5m and 0.8m, observed to slope gently from north to south within the confines of the 
evaluation trench.  
 

 Lower Subsoil 
 
Above the natural sand was a mottled subsoil which may have been subject to some form 
of archaic bioturbation (11). This deposit was c.0.18m deep and shared a diffuse horizon 
with both the upper subsoil (12) above and the natural sand below (10). Two small 
examples of prehistoric worked flints and two pieces of burnt flint were collected from this 
deposit, which otherwise appeared to be sterile of cultural material.  

 

 Upper subsoil 
 
Above the lower subsoil (11) was a mid-greyish-brown, silty-sand of c.0.2m depth (12) from 
which a small number of residual finds or Roman date were collected. These include two 
iron nails and four sherds of pottery, which include a sherd decorated with the stylised legs 
of a beast, such as a leopard. 
 

 Roman Features 
 
Two Roman ditches of 
differing character were 
identified in the northern 
half of the evaluation 
trench. The ditches are on 
orientations at 90° with 
one another with any 
direct relationship 
between the two falling 
just outside of the 
investigation area. 
 
‘Ditch [01]’ 
 
The smaller ditch ([01]) 
was on a south-west to 
north-east alignment with 
a slightly steeper slope on 
its north-western edge, 
possibly indicating that 
this was the inner edge if 
the ditch served as a 
boundary with a small 
bank.  
 
It measured c.0.5m deep and c.0.7m wide and contained a well homogenised mid-brown 
silty-sand (02). Four sherds of pottery were collected from the fill, which appear to indicate 
a 3rd to 4th century date.   
 
Adjacent to the western baulk of the evaluation trench, it was noted to be slightly wider and 
distorted, possible indicting a change in form or direction. Two small postholes were 
present at this same part of the ditch on the south-east edge ([03] & [05]). Any stratigraphic 
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 Plate 3: Roman ditch [07] (looking west) [1x1m Scale] 

relationship between these two postholes and the ditch could not be discerned. The 
postholes were up to 0.35m deep and, besides a few flecks of charcoal, were sterile of 
cultural material.  
 
‘Ditch [07]’ 
 
The larger ditch ([07]) was orientated 
south-east to north-west. It measured 
0.85m deep and can be estimated at 
c.2m in width. It contained much 
darker deposits than ditch [01], 
flecked throughout by charcoal, with 
both a primary and secondary deposit 
identified. A single coin of the 
emperor Gratian (367-383 AD) was 
collected from the upper fill of the 
ditch (08). 
 
The primary fill (09) was a soft, dark-
grey silty-sand up to 0.32m deep, 
flecked by traces of burnt clay. Above 
this was a dark greyish-brown silty-
sand up to 0.55m in depth (08/16). 
Nineteen sherds of pottery were 
collected from the investigation slot, of 
which eleven were recovered from the 
primary fill (09). Overall, the pottery 
suggests relatively high status 
occupation of late 3rd to 4th century 
date within the vicinity of the site, with 
a relatively high occurrence of fine 
non-local table wares, as well as more 
utilitarian locally produced wares.  
 
Animal bone collected from the ditch 
fills is mainly representative of butchered food waste. The results of an environmental 
sample taken from the primary ditch fill (09) included burnt grains, charcoal, burnt wood, 
micro-fragments of animal and fish bone along with pieces of mineralised faecal material. 
This evidence is consistent with residual waste from localised occupation activity, the few 
weed specimens present may indicate areas of grassland or agricultural land close by.  
 
A few pieces of fired clay collected from the ditch fills appear to be fragments from a 
deconstructed hearth of uncertain function. 
 
 

 Modern make-up and landscaping deposits (20th century) 
 
Two buried concrete foundations containing severed metal supports for play equipment 
removed from the site several years previously were uncovered. These hard foundations 
were buried below the sand layer (14) and were c. 0.45m in depth. The shallow concrete 
foundations of the former east-west boundary fence were also revealed which made use of 
a foundation trench of a c.0.3m depth. 
 
The upper subsoil in the play area appears to have been subject to some form of 
mechanical disturbance and compaction to a depth of c. 0.2m (13). Intrusive modern finds 
of foil wrappers and pull-tab ring pulls were a relatively common metal detected find in this 
deposit. 
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The sand layer (14) was c.0.08m deep and restricted to the play area, spread as a levelling 
deposit and superficial play surface. 
 
Above the sand was a soft spread of v.sandy loam which may be a mix of recent soil 
accumulation mixed with machine spread soil from recent scrub clearance (15).  
 
 

7.0 Finds Analysis   (Appendix 2a) 

 
 Roman Pottery (Appendix 3) 

 
By Alice Lyons 

 
Introduction 
 
A total of 27 sherds, weighing 290g, of Romano-British pottery were recovered from subsoil 
(12) and two ditches ([01] & [07]). The pottery varies in its levels of abrasion, from fresh to 
severely abraded, and has an average sherd weight of 10.7g. A detailed catalogue can be 
found in Appendix 3. 
 
 

Fabric Sherd Count 
Sherd Weight 

(g) 
% of assemblage 

 by weight 

West Norfolk reduced/grey wares 16 185 63.79 

Nene Valley Colour Coat 3 30 10.34 

Hadham red ware 3 22 7.59 

Grey Ware with orange surfaces 1 17 5.86 

Oxford Red Colour Coat 1 15 5.17 

Sandy grey ware; with silver micaceous 

inclusions 
1 15 5.17 

London-type ware 1 5 1.73 

Shell tempered ware 1 1 0.35 

Total 27 290 100% 

 
Table 1. Roman Pottery (listed in descending order of % by weight) 

 
Methodology 

 
The assemblage was analysed in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the Study 
Group for Roman Pottery (Webster 1976; Darling 1994; Willis 2004). The total assemblage 
was studied and a catalogue prepared. The sherds were examined using a hand lens (x20 
magnification) and the fabric defined on the basis of inclusion types present. The sherds 
were counted and weighed to the nearest whole gram with abrasion also noted. 
 
Discussion  

 
Eight individual fabrics were identified, the most common of which (c. 60% by weight) is a 
dark, sandy utilitarian reduced/grey ware – commonly found in West Norfolk and known to 
have been produced in the Nar Valley and hinterlands in the mid-to late Romano-British era 
(Gurney 1990). Most of the fragments found in this fabric were undiagnostic jar/bowl forms; 
however, one large hooked rimmed bowl fragment was identified. One micaceous grey 
ware jar/bowl fragment, which may have originated from North Suffolk, was also found 
(Gurney 1995, 102). 
 
The second most common ware within the assemblage are the beakers and jars produced 
in the Nene Valley Colour Coat industry (centred around modern day Peterborough, 
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Cambridgeshire) (Perrin 1999). Some (fine) mid-to-late Roman beaker sherds were 
recorded, but the majority of this material comprises (chunky) late Roman dishes and jars.  
 
Other diagnostically late Romano-British pottery was recovered; these vessels would also 
have been traded into Norfolk from large domestic regional manufacturing centres. This 
material constitutes: three jar/bowl sherds of Hadham red ware from Hertfordshire (Tyers 
1996, 168-9), one jar/bowl fragment of Oxfordshire red colour coated ware (Tyers 1996, 
175-178) and a single sherd from a shell tempered jar possibly produced at the Harrold 
kilns in Bedfordshire (Tyers 1996, 192-193). 
 
Conclusions 
 
Overall this assemblage is generally mid-to-late Roman in character, lacking diagnostic 
early wares such as imported Gaulish Samian (Tyers 1996, 105-114). Only two residual 
early Roman sherds were found, one was a severely abraded grey ware (with an orange 
surface) footring bowl base and the other was a London-type ware, copying a Samian type 
Dr37 bowl, with two barbotine animal legs (? leopard) still visible.  
 
It is worthy of note that although this is a very small assemblage gained from a small 
sample of excavated material it contains a relatively high percentage of fine non-local table 
wares (Nene Valley and Oxfordshire Colour Coats, also Hadham red wares), as well as 
more utilitarian locally produced fragments (West Norfolk and other grey wares).  

 
It is likely that this pottery assemblage was associated with a fairly affluent community 
(perhaps associated with a villa, high status farmhouse or similar dwelling) which deposited 
material during the later Romano-British period. 
 
 

 Ceramic Building Material (Appendix 4) 
 
By Alice Lyons  
 
Only two pieces of 2nd to 4th century AD Romano-British ceramic building material were 
found (117g). Both were fragments of roof tile, one of which has been re-shaped to form a 
lid or stopper, perhaps for a large storage jar or amphora. A detailed catalogue can be 
found in Appendix 4. 
 
A variety of similarly shaped reworked tile and pottery fragments are known from other sites 
in Norfolk, most notably the Roman town of Venta Icenorum at Caistor St Edmund. 
Research excavations by the Caistor Roman Town Project in 2010 recovered a variety of 
reworked pieces, of which some had been drilled with a central hole to form spindle whorls 
while the rest were probably used as pot lids, or in the case of the smaller ones, counters. 
 

Context No. Feature No. Material Object Object Date Feature Period 

08 Ditch [07] ?Roof Tile ?Lid/Stopper C2nd-4th C3rd-4th 

A reworked fragment of ceramic tile shaped into a rough disc for use as a ?stopper/lid, perhaps for a large 
vessel such as a jar or amphora. Sand & flint temper in poorly mixed estuarine clay. Traces of hard mortar 
on underside. Fairly well abraded. 80g in weight. 
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Plate 4: Roman coin at 2:1 (obverse left, reverse right) 

 Fired Clay (Appendix 5) 
 
Six pieces of fired clay weighing a total of 162g were collected from the fills of the Roman 
ditch [07]. All are of a similar fabric – a pale buff to mid pinkish-orange, fairly porous clay 
with occasional calcareous inclusions from crushed flecks to small sub rounded pieces (of 
up to 10mm) and rare small flints. Chalk or lime inclusions were often added to daub – 
particularly where locally available as aggregate as dictated by the natural geology 
(Graham 2004, 15), perhaps to improve workability or strength. 
 
A small trace of a withie or lathe impression is present on one of the smaller pieces while 
the largest two fragments collected from deposit (09) have distinct forms. The largest 
fragment is hard fired with opposed oxidised and reduced sides and is a base fragment 
from a hearth of uncertain function. The other piece is fairly dense and well fired with an 
oxidised core and two flat surfaces, one smoother than the other and may be from the 
opening to a hearth. 
 

 Roman coin (Appendix 6) 
 
By Andy Barnett 
 
A single Roman coin was recovered from the upper fill (08) of a Roman ditch ([07]). It is an 
Ae3, ‘Gloria Novi Saeculi’ of the emperor Gratian, 367-383 AD, struck in the 3rd officina of 
the Arles mint between 367 and 375. A detailed catalogue can be found in Appendix 6.  
 
This coin is in a fairly good state of 
preservation with one or two small 
spots of corrosion on both sides of 
the flan. The legend on the 
obverse and reverse is legible, 
although worn in places.  
 
Based on the lack of wear to be 
seen on this coin it is likely that it 
was lost quite soon after being 
put into circulation. It may well 
have been accidentally discarded 
or dropped and then deposited into the back-fill of the ditch and can be classified as a stray 
loss. 
 
This coin adds to a growing assemblage of Roman coins from the immediate area. All were 
found within c.150m of the site in the back gardens of houses of the Churchill Estate 
(NHER 1950, 12569, 15172, 21468 & 52866). The coins identified thus far date from the 
mid-2nd century through to the early 4th century and with the discovery of this Ae3 
promotes the idea of continual settlement in the area from perhaps the 2nd century into the 
third quarter of the 4th century.  
 

 Ferrous Nails 
 
Two iron nails were collected from the upper subsoil deposit (12). Both are complete 
structural or timber nails of probable Romano-British date. They have been catalogued 
using Manning’s typology of Roman nails (Manning 1985). 
 

Context 
Length 
(mm) 

Weight (g) Completeness 
Shape 

(shank) 
Shape 
(head) 

Type 

12 40 4 Complete Square 
Flat 

(diamond) 
1B 

12 47 8 Incomplete Square Flat (oval) 1B 
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 Lead  
 
A single amorphous piece of puddled lead weighing 16g was collected from the fill (16) of 
the Roman ditch [07].  
 

Context No. Feature No. Material Object Object Date Feature Period 

16 [07] Lead lump Roman C4th 

Amorphous puddled lead. 16g. 33mm x25m x 7mm. 

 
 

 Chalk Stone 
 

A sub-rounded heat affected fragment of a chalk weighing 60g was collected from the fill 
(08) of the Roman ditch [07] and may be associated with fragments of hearth waste 
collected from the same feature. 
 
 

 Oyster Shell  
 
By Julie Curl 
 
Two top shell fragments of the Edible Oyster (Ostrea edulis) were recovered from (16), the 
lower spit of (08) from Ditch [07]. The remains are in reasonable condition, although flaking 
has occurred. This species of marine oyster is commonly found all around the Norfolk 
coast. Given the sites close proximity to the sea, it is probable that there was a ready 
supply of this mollusc to those living at the site in the Roman period.  
 
 

 Animal Bone (Appendix 7) 

 
By Julie Curl 

 
Introduction 
 
A total of 439g of animal remains, consisting of twenty pieces, was recovered from the 
primary and secondary fills of ditch [07], associated with pottery of mid to late Romano-
British date. A summary of the remains is presented in Appendix 8. 
 
Methodology 

 
The assessment was carried out following a modified version of guidelines by English 
Heritage (Davis, 1992). All of the bone was examined to determine range of species and 
elements present. A note was also made of butchering and any indications of skinning, 
hornworking and other modifications. When possible a record was made of ages and any 
other relevant information, such as pathologies. Counts and weights were noted for each 
context.  
 
Species and modifications 

 
At least three species were identified: cattle, sheep/goat and duck (?Mallard). All remains 
were from adult animals and butchering was evident on most of the bone. Several knife 
cuts were seen on the sheep/goat metacarpal that would have resulted from skinning; 
normally a competent and experienced skinner produces few cuts, the number on this bone 
would suggest a novice. The duck fercula (the wishbone) shows fine knife cuts from 
dismemberment of the carcass or removal of the meat.  
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One pathology was seen: the cattle humerus from (09) showed an ossified haematomata 
that would have resulted from regular or sustained pressure on the bone, resulting in 
bleeding and a build-up of additional bone. It is possible that this could have been caused 
from the pressure of pulling a plough or cart.  
 
Canid gnawing was seen on two bones, the cattle humeri and one cattle vertebrae, from fill 
(09). 
 
Conclusions  
 
The bone in this assemblage is in good condition, although it is fragmentary from 
butchering and wear.  The remains in this assemblage are largely derived from butchering 
and food waste, with some skinning waste included. The cattle and sheep/goat are likely to 
be from domestic stock kept on site, while the duck may be a wild bird. Some gnawing has 
occurred which may be from scavenger activity or the remains of food given to a domestic 
or working dog. The pathology seen gives some indication to the possible roles of some 
cattle stock at this site.  
 
Although a small assemblage, this sample does demonstrate that preservation within the 
ditch [07] at the site is good and there is the potential for the recovery of a range of species, 
including the smaller, more fragile bird bones at this site.  
 
 
 
 
 

 Flint (Appendix 8) 

 
Two small struck flints were collected during the monitoring work along with five pieces of 
burnt flint. Each piece was examined by eye and with the aid of a hand lens (x6 
magnification) before being catalogued according to a basic typology using standard lithic 
terminology where possible. Detailed comments on the flint analysis are included in 
Appendix 8. 
 
Three pieces of burnt flint collected from Roman features is of uncertain date and may have 
been produced in association with Romano-British burning or hearth activities rather than 
representing earlier prehistoric background activity. 
 
Two burnt flints and two small flakes are the only finds collected from the lower subsoil 
deposit (11). Both are fresh and may represent controlled removal pieces of uncertain 
prehistoric date.  
 

Context Type Qty Weight (g) 

02 Burnt fragment 1 18 
08 Burnt ?flake 1 4 
09 Burnt fragment 1 14 
11 Burnt fragment 2 30 
11 Flake 1 <1 
11 Flake 1 <1 

 Total 7 68 

Table 2. Flint 
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8.0 Plant Macrofossils and Other Remains (Appendix 9) 
 
By Val Fryer 
 
Introduction and methodology 
 

A single sample for the evaluation of the content and preservation of the plant macrofossil 
assemblage was taken from a basal fill (context [09]) within the Romano-British ditch [07]. 

 

The sample was processed by manual water flotation/washover and the flot was collected 
in a 300 micron mesh sieve. The dried flot was scanned under a binocular microscope at 
magnifications up to x 16 and the plant macrofossils and other remains noted are listed in 
Appendix 9. Nomenclature within the table follows Stace (1997). All plant remains were 
charred. Modern seeds and fibrous roots were also recorded. A detailed catalogue is 
included in Appendix 9. 
 
Results 
 

Cereal grains/chaff and seeds of common weeds were recorded at a low to moderate 
density. Preservation was generally quite poor, with a high percentage of the grains being 
severely puffed and distorted, probably as a result of combustion at very high temperatures. 
 

All of the identifiable grains were of wheat (Triticum sp.), although a number of cereals were 
too poorly preserved for close identification. Of the wheat grains, most were of an elongated 
‘drop’ form typical of emmer (T. dicoccum) or spelt (T. spelta), although a small number of 
more rounded hexaploid type forms were also noted. Chaff was scarce, but spelt glume 
bases and spikelet forks were recorded. A single brome (Bromus sp.) fruit and a specimen 
of goosegrass (Galium aparine) were the only weed seeds recorded, with both being 
common within areas of grassland or on agricultural land. A single fragment of hazel 
nutshell (Corylus avellana) was also present within the assemblage. Charcoal/charred 
wood fragments were abundant, and other plant macrofossils included fragments of heather 
(Ericaceae) stem and a piece of charred leaf or pinnule. 
 
The fragments of black porous and tarry material and the siliceous globules were all 
probable residues of the combustion of organic remains (including cereal grains and 
straw/grass) at very high temperatures. Other remains included bone and fish bone 
fragments and pieces of mineralised faecal material. Coal fragments and small mammal 
bones were also recorded, although both are thought to be intrusive within the feature from 
which the sample was taken. 
 
Conclusions and recommendations for any future work 
 

In summary, the predominance of cereals over both chaff and weed seeds may indicate 
that this assemblage is derived, at least in part, from the remains of a batch of semi-
cleaned or prime grain, some of which was accidentally charred, possibly during culinary 
preparation. However, it should be noted that the original composition of the assemblage 
may have been adversely affected by the high temperature at which the material was burnt, 
as such combustion would not have been conducive to the survival of small and delicate 
macrofossils like chaff elements and seeds. 
 

Although small (<0.1 litres in volume), this assemblage is of some considerable importance, 
as it both illustrates that plant remains are preserved within archaeological deposits which 
offers insight into the nature of Romano-British activity within the local area. Therefore, if 
any further interventions are planned within the immediate area, it is highly recommended 
that additional plant macrofossil samples of approximately 20 – 40 litres in volume are 
taken from dated and well-sealed contexts. 
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9.0 Conclusions 
 
The evaluation trench has demonstrated that evidence for Roman occupation exists within 
the area of the development plot. Two ditches were revealed, from which an assemblage of 
well-preserved cultural material was collected, indicative of a fairly affluent settlement in the 
vicinity of the site. One ditch is typical in form for a boundary ditch, although two post-holes 
were found in close association with it. The other ditch was larger and deeper and 
contained more organic material.  It is possible that this ditch may form part of an enclosure 
associated with a Roman settlement of 3rd to 4th century date. All features were sealed 
below a horizon of upper subsoil, from which a few sherds of Romano-British pottery were 
collected. 
 
Finds collected from the larger ditch include a coin of the emperor Gratian (367-383 AD), 
butchered animal bone, fine non-local table wares, as well as more utilitarian locally 
produced wares and clay fragments from a hearth. Environmental evidence from the 
primary fill of the ditch included burnt grains, charcoal, burnt wood, micro-fragments of 
animal and fish bone along with pieces of mineralised faecal material. This evidence is 
consistent with residual waste from localised occupation activity, the few weed specimens 
present may indicate areas of grassland or agricultural land close by. 
 
During the work, the owners of No.21 Churchill Estate, whose garden backs onto the 
eastern boundary of the site, brought forward several large fragments of Roman pottery, 
including a mortarium rim sherd, body sherds of large greyware vessels and fine wares 
sherds, all collected from their garden soils. The owners were encouraged to report the 
finds to the Norfolk Museums Service and were happy to do so. Combined with the results 
of the evaluation, alongside existing records for Roman coins and a bronze figurine found in 
adjacent gardens, the evidence for a previously unrecognised focus of Roman activity in the 
immediate area is compelling. The nature of any localised occupation remains uncertain, 
although the current assemblage of finds suggest a fairly affluent settlement tentatively 
suggested to be along the lines of a small villa, high status farmhouse or similar. 
 
A small number of burnt flints and two small struck flakes were collected from the lower 
subsoil and may indicate minor prehistoric activity in the area of the site. 
 
The depth of archaeological deposits below modern overburden appears to be shallower at 
the northern end of the evaluation area, ranging from c. 0.16m to 0.44m to the buried 
subsoil and c.0.40m to 0.70m to buried features.  
 
Recommendations for any future mitigation work based upon this report will be made by the 
Historic Environment Service. 
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Appendix 1a: Context Summary 
 

Context Category Fill of Brief Physical Description Interpretation Period 

01 Cut  
Linear (SW-NE) sloping U-shaped profile 
(steeper on NW side) , 0.5m deep, c.0.7m wide 

Ditch Roman 

02 Deposit [01] Soft, mid-brown silty-sand, occ. small stones Fill  

03 Cut  Oval, near vertical sided U-shape, 0.35m deep ?Posthole ?Roman 

04 Deposit [03] 
Soft, mid-grey silty-sand, occ. small stones, occ. 
charcoal flecks 

 
 

05 Cut  
Circular, sub-square profile, 0.35m diam. 
>0.12m deep 

?Posthole 
?Roman 

06 Deposit [05] 
Soft, mid-brownish-grey silty-sand, rare small 
stones, rare flecks of charcoal 

  

07 Cut  
Linear (SE-NW), wide V-shape profile, est. 2m 
wide, 0.95m deep 

Ditch Roman (L.4th c.) 

08 Deposit [07] 
Soft, dark-greyish-brown silty-sand, occ. stones, 
occ. pot sherds, occ. animal bone, rare oyster 
shell, rare charcoal flecks/pieces, 0.55m deep 

Secondary Fill Roman (L.4th c.) 

09 Deposit [07] 
Soft, dark-grey v.silty-sand, mod. charcoal flecks 
(rare pieces), occ. stones, rare burnt clay 
flecks/small lumps (bright orange), 0.32m deep 

Primary Fill Roman (L.4th c.) 

10 Deposit  
Firm, pale yellow medium grain sand, occ. patches 
of mid-orange clay-sand, mod. frost fractured flints 

Natural  

11 Deposit  
Soft, mottled greyish-yellow/mid-grey silty-sand, 
mod. stones, c. 0.18m deep 

Lower subsoil ??????????? 

12 Deposit  
V.friable, mid-greyish-brown silty-sand, mod. 
stones, c.0.20m deep 

Upper subsoil Post-Roman 

13 Deposit  
Firm (compacted), mid-brownish-grey silty-sand, 
mod. stones, mod. CBM flecks, occ. chalk flecks, 
rare aluminium finds e.g. foil,  ring pulls, 0.2m deep 

Disturbed soil Modern 

14 Deposit  
V.loose, mid-orangey-yellow coarse grain sand, 
0.08m deep 

Sand surface Modern 

15 Deposit  
Soft, mid-orangey-brown v.sandy-loam, occ. 
stones 

Redeposited Modern 

16 
Recorded 
Finds 

[07] Finds collected from lower spit of deposit 08 Same as 08 Roman (L.4th c.) 
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Appendix 1b: OASIS feature summary table 

Period Feature type Quantity 

Roman (42 to 409AD) 
Ditch 2 

Posthole 2 
 
 
 

Appendix 2a: Finds by Context 

Context  Material Quantity Weight (g) Comment 

02 Flint – Burnt 1 18  

02 Pottery 4 31  

08 Animal Bone 8 44  

08 Fired Clay 1 3  

08 Flint - Burnt 1 4  

08 Pottery 5 57  

08 Stone – Burnt - Chalk 1 60  

08 
CBM – (Tile) – Shaped 
Object 

1 80 ?lid/stopper 

08 Coin – Copper-alloy 1 2 Ae3 of Gratian 

09 Animal Bone 10 359  

09 CBM – Tile 1 37 Imbrex 

09 Fired Clay 3 139  

09 Flint – Burnt 1 14  

09 Pottery 11 151  

11 Flint – Burnt 2 30  

11 Flint - Struck 2 <1  

12 Nails – Ferrous 2 12  

12 Pottery 4 18  

16 Animal Bone 2 36  

16 Fired Clay 2 20  

16 Lead 1 16  

16 Pottery 3 33  

16 Shell – Oyster 2 19  

 

Appendix 2b: NHER finds summary table 

Period Material Quantity 

Prehistoric (500000BC to 42AD) 
Flint – worked 2 

Flint - burnt 2 

Roman (42 to 409AD) 

Animal bone 20 

Ceramic Building 
Material 

2 

Coin 1 

Fired Clay 6 

Lead 1 

Nails 2 

Object – reshaped 
tile lid/stopper 

1 

Pottery 27 

Shell - oyster 2 
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Appendix 3: Romano-British Pottery 
 

Context Fabric Reference Form DSC DEC Abrasion 
Sherd 
Count 

Weight 
(g) 

Spot 
Date 

02 Shell Tempered ware 
Tyers 1996, 192-193; 
Tomber & Dore 1998, 212 

Jar/Bowl U  Severe 1 1 MC1-C4 

02 
Nene Valley  
Colour Coat 

Tyers 1996, 173-175; 
Tomber & Dore 1998, 118 

Funnel necked 
beaker 

U  Fresh 1 5 MC2-C4 

02 
West Norfolk Reduced 
Ware 

Lyons 2004, 34 Jar/Bowl U  Fresh 1 3 M/LC2-LC3 

02 
West Norfolk Reduced 
Ware 

Lyons 2004, 34 
Large hooked 

rim bowl 
R  Fresh 1 22 C3 

08 
West Norfolk Reduced 
Ware 

Lyons 2004, 34 Dish/Bowl U  Slight 3 44 C3-C4 

08 Hadham Red Ware Tyers 1996, 168-169 JarBowl D Burnished Slight 1 7 C4 

08 
Nene Valley  
Colour Coat 

Tyers 1996, 173-175; 
Tomber & Dore 1998, 118 Beaker 

D 
Colour Coat Slight 1 6 

MC2-C4 

09 

Nene Valley  
Colour Coat 

Tyers 1996, 173-175; 
Tomber & Dore 1998, 118 Beaker 

D 

Colour Coat 
with smudge 
of white paint 

Slight 1 19 
C3-C4 

09 Hadham Red Ware Tyers 1996, 168-169 Jar/Bowl D Burnished Slight 1 1 C4 

09 
West Norfolk Reduced 
Ware 

Lyons 2004, 34 Jar/Bowl 
RU 

 Slight 6 92 
M/LC2-LC3 

09 
West Norfolk  Grey 
Ware 

Lyons 2004, 34 Jar/Bowl 
D 

Single groove Slight 1 8 
M/LC2-LC3 

09 ? Hadham Red Ware Tyers 1996, 168-169 Jar/Bowl B(FLAT)  Slight 1 14 C4 

09 
Grey Ware with 
orange surfaces  Jar/Bowl 

B(FOOT 
RING) 

 Severe 1 17 
MC1-C2 

12 
London-type Ware Tyers 1996, 170-171 Bowl 

D 
Barbotine 
animal legs 

Slight 1 5 
M/LC1-C2 

12 
West Norfolk Reduced 
Ware 

Lyons 2004, 34 Jar/Bowl 
U 

 Slight 2 9 
MC1-C4 

12 
West Norfolk  Grey 
Ware 

Lyons 2004, 34 Jar/Bowl 
D 

White Slip Slight 1 4 
C2-C4 

16 
West Norfolk Reduced 
Ware 

Lyons 2004, 34 Jar/Bowl 
U 

 Slight 1 3 
M/LC2-LC3 

16 

Sandy Grey Ware with 
silver micaceous 
inclusions 

Gurney 1995, 102 Collared bowl 
RD 

Fine incised 
wavy lines on 
collar 

Slight 1 15 
MC3-C4 

16 
?Oxford Red Colour 
Coat 

Tyers 1996, 175-178 ?Mortarium 
U  Slight 1 15 

MC3-EC5 

 

 
Appendix 4: Ceramic Building Material 
 
 

Context Fabric Form No Wt/g 
Complete 

Dimension 
Abrasion 

Spot 
Date 

Comments 

08 
Sand & flint temper 
in poorly mixed clay 

?Roof Tile 1 80  Severe C2-C4 
Shaped into a disc, 
poss. to serve as a 
stopper or lid 

08 
Sand tempered well 
mixed clay 

Roof Tile (Imbrex) 1 37 
Thickness 
17mm 

Severe C2-C4 
 

 
Appendix 5: Fired Clay 
 

Context No. Feature No. Material Object Object Date Feature Period 

08 [07] Fired Clay Daub - C4th 

One small pieced of fired clay weighing 3g. Friable, strong pinkish-orange. calcareous inclusions. 

16 [07] Fired Clay Daub - C4th 

Two pieces weighing a total of 20g. Friable pinkish buff fabric with calcareous inclusions. 

09 [07] Fired Clay Daub - C4th 

Three pieces weighing a total of 139g. Slightly porous buff to mid pinkish-orange fabric with calcareous 
inclusions.  One small piece with a trace impression from a withie/lathe. Largest piece is from a hearth 
base, the other much finer, slightly harder fired with good smooth surfaces – poss. form hearth opening. 
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Appendix 6: Roman Coin 

SSD  Context Type Qty Weight (g) Context Type 

Eval. 08 Ae3 1 2.31 Fill of Ditch [07] 
 

Denomination: Ae3 
Date: 367-375 
Metal: Copper-alloy 
Mint: Arles 
Mint Mark: TCON 
State: Rome 
Ruler: Gratian 367-383 
Weight: 2.31g 
Diameter: 18.5mm x 17mm 
Description: Fairly good condition. Some wear and some 
small spots of corrosion. 
Reference: RIC IX, page 66, 15 

 

Obverse Description: Bust right, pearl 
diademed, draped and cuirassed. 
 

Obverse Legend: DN GRATIANVS AVGG 
AVG 
 

Reverse Description: Emperor standing head 
left facing, holding Labarum in right hand and 
left resting on shield. 
 

Reverse: GLORIA NO-[VI SAECVLI] 
 

 
 
Appendix 7: Animal Bone 
 
 
Key: 
NISP = Number of Individual Species elements Present. 

LDM = Large domestic mammal 
SMDM = Small-med domestic mammal 
M = Mammal (No species ID) 
Bird = Bird bone 
MNI = Minimum number of individuals in context 
Element range: LL = lower limb, UL = upper limb, V = vertebrae, R = rib 
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Comments 

08 8 44 

1 
   

Mammal 1 
             

 

 
2 

  
Sheep/goat 2 adult 1 ll, ul 

  
c, ch 

   
1 1 

  

Metacarpal + 

tibia, cut to 

rear/sides 

mid-shaft of 

MC, both 

chopped 

  
5 

 
Mammal 5 

             
 

09 10 359 

3 
   

Cattle 3 adult 1 ul, v 1 1 c, ch 2 c 1 
 

1 2 
 

humerus and 

vertebra, 

ossified 

haematomata 

on HU - 

plough/cart 

pressure? 

 
3 

  
Sheep/goat 3 adult 1 ul, r 

  
c, ch 

    
1 2 

 

tibia, humerus 

+ rib 

   
1 Bird - Duck 1 adult 

 

fercu

la  
1 cuts 

      
1 

fercula 

  
3 

 
Mammal 3 

     
ch, c 

       
 

16 2 36 2 
   

Cattle 2 adult 1 r, v 
  

c, ch 
     

2 
 

several deep 

cuts on the 

section of rib 
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Appendix 8: Flint 
 

SSD  Context Type Qty Weight (g) Context Type 

Eval. 02 Burnt ?flake 1 18 Fill of Roman ditch [01] 
Reddened ?thermal flake with possible bi-lateral notching 

Eval. 08 Burnt fragment 1 4 Fill of Roman ditch [07] 
Fully calcined and fire crazed. 

Eval. 09 Burnt fragment 1 14 Fill of Roman ditch [07] 
Well calcined and fire crazed, reddened thin chalky cortex. 
Eval. 11 Burnt fragment 2 30 Lower Subsoil 
Reddened and have attained a sugary texture. 

Eval. 11 Flake 1 <1 Lower Subsoil 

20mm in length. 10mm wide. Fresh, sharp, ‘debitage’, a small flake with a neat platform and scars 
from previous removals of similar scale. Light grey fabric, honey coloured in strong white light. 

Eval. 11 Spall 1 <1 Lower Subsoil 

16mm in length, 8mm in width, Fresh, sharp, ‘debitage’, again a ?controlled flake, crested from 
previous removals of similar scale. Pale yellowish-grey fabric, light yellow in strong white light. 

Appendix 9: Plant Macrofossils and Other Remains 

 

Sample No. <1> 

Context No. (09) 

Feature No. [07] 

Cereals 

Triticum sp. (grains) xx 

    (spikelet bases) x 

T. spelta L. (glume bases) x 

    (spikelet forks) x 

Cereal indet. (grains) xx 

Herbs 

Bromus sp. x 

Galium aparine L. x 

Tree/shrub macrofossils 

Corylus avellana L. x 

Other plant macrofossils 

Charcoal <2mm xxxx 

Charcoal >2mm xxx 

Charcoal >5mm x 

Charred root/stem x 

Ericaceae indet. (stem) x 

Indet.leaf/pinnule frag. x 

Other remains 

Black porous 'cokey' material xxx 

Black tarry material x 

Bone x 

Fish bone x 

Mineralised faecal concretions x 

Siliceous globules x 

Small coal frags. xx 

Small mammal/amphibian bones xxpmc 

Sample volume (litres) 40 

Volume of flot (litres) <0.1 

% flot sorted 100% 

 
Key to Table 
x = 1 – 10 specimens     xx = 11 – 50 specimens    xxx = 51 – 100 specimens    xxxx = 100+ specimens  
pmc = possible modern contaminant. 


