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Archaeological Monitoring at No.21 Grange Road,  
Caister-on-Sea, Norfolk. NR30 5BA. 

 

Location:  Caister-on-Sea 

Grid Ref:  TG 5169 1204 

NHES Event No:  ENF128382 

Date of fieldwork: 4th February 2012 

 

1.0  Introduction 
 

Norvic Archaeology was commissioned by John Murphy to undertake archaeological 
monitoring associated with groundworks for an extension to the rear of No.21 Grange 
Road, Caister-on-Sea (planning Ref: 06/11/0557/F). The extension is sited on the former 
footprint of a conservatory. The overall plot of the house and gardens measures 450m2. 

 
The archaeological monitoring was undertaken in accordance with a brief issued by the 
Historic Environment Service (HES Ref: CNF43746_WUASC) on behalf of Great Yarmouth 
Borough Council. The site is located within the area of the Romano-British civilian 
settlement associated with Caister Roman fort. The aim of the monitoring work was to 
identify and record the presence/absence, date, nature, and extent of any buried 
archaeological remains encountered during the groundworks. This report presents a brief 
description of the methodology followed and an archaeological interpretation of the results. 
 
On completion of the project, the site archive will be offered for long term deposition with 
Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service, following the relevant policy on archiving 
standards. 

 

2.0 Summary of Results 
 
A Romano-British ditch of was encountered within the limited confines of the soakaway pit.  
An assemblage of pottery, ceramic building material and animal bone was collected from its 
fill, along with a few pieces of daub, a small number of iron nails and two iron hooks. The 
pottery assemblage from this ditch allows for only a broad 2nd to 4th century date of 
deposition; however, this feature appeared to be a recut of a pre-existing ditch on the same 
alignment from which sherds of an indented beaker of late 3rd to 4th century date were 
recovered.  
 
Although the evidence for localised activity is limited the overall assemblage indicates that 
tiled buildings were present in the immediate area and that the ditch appears to have 
accumulated residual waste from Romano-British households in the form of butchered 
animal bone, oyster shell and pottery sherds.  
 
The results of this and previous archaeological observations at Belstead Road suggest that 
the southern area of the vicus associated with the Roman fort may well have extended as 
far as this low lying area by the 3rd to 4th century. 
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3.0 Geology and Topography 
 
Caister-on-Sea is located on the east coast of Norfolk just north of the River Bure and Great 
Yarmouth, c. 30km east of Norwich. The site is located at Grange Road in the western area 
of the town, on the southern side of Norwich Road. Grange Road is situated on well sloping 
ground; at its junction with Norwich Road it lies at c. 10.5m OD with No.21 sited close to the 
most southerly point of the road where it dog-legs to the east at c. 3.9m OD. 
 
The underlying geology comprises of Quaternary Crag banded sands and gravels (Norwich 
Crag), overlain by superficial deposits of sand and gravel glacial outwash – Geology of 
Britain Viewer at a scale of 1:50                       g      
(http://maps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyviewer_google/googleviewer.html).  
 
The site is at the junction of two known soil types. To the south are Newchurch 2 
Association, pelo-calcareous alluvial gleys on stoneless, clayey marine alluvium. In the 
northern part of the area are Wick 2 Association typical brown earth soils (Hodge et al. 
1984, 263; 346). These upper soils are generally suggested to lie on deposits of Norwich 
Brickearth, a till deposited during the Anglian glaciation (Funnell 1994, 14). 
 
The sub-surface geology of the site encountered during the fieldwork can be characterised 
as deep, waterlogged deposits of banded silts/clay silts interleaved with occasional 
episodes of fluvial sand. 
 

 
4.0 Brief Archaeological and Historical Background 
 
A parish summary of the large amount of information held for Caister-on-Sea’s Historic 
Environment can be viewed on the Norfolk Heritage Explorer website. The parish has 
generated over 116 records which give evidence of human occupation and activity of most 
periods in the form of find scatters, cropmarks, listed buildings and excavated sites. 
 
The parish of Caister-on-Sea is located on the east coast of Norfolk, directly north of Great 
Yarmouth. During the 19th century it was called Caister-next-Yarmouth and was formally 
renamed in 1927. The current town expanded from a modest 19th century village core which 
had remained as a small fishing village until the development of the holiday camp in the 
1930s. Subsequent expansion from the 1960s now sees the majority of the parish occupied 
by settlement. 
 
Evidence for prehistoric activity is limited to a few known find spots and sites. Notable finds 
include two examples of Palaeolithic hand axes, Neolithic stone axes and arrowheads, and 
a Late Bronze Age gold hoard comprising of four Irish gold bracelets discovered at Belstead 
Avenue in 1955; less than 100m to the north-east of the site (Darling and Gurney 1993, 6; 
Clarke 1960, 90). A further hoard of Late Bronze Age copper alloy objects was discovered 
on the line of the Caister bypass, close to an area of cropmarks which may include a 
barrow cemetery. Finds of Iron Age date are relatively sparse although cropmarks in the 
north of the parish may relate to Iron Age or Roman field systems.  
 
Most significantly the site is located within the general area of the civilian settlement 
associated with Caister Roman fort (NHER 8675). The fort, part of which remains as open 
ground and is a Scheduled Monument, was established during the early 3rd century AD 
when Caister occupied the northern shore of the former ‘Great Estuary’.  This wide estuary 
was formed by the early course of the Bure, Yare and Waveney rivers and entered the sea 
where the sand spit on which Great Yarmouth now stands (Coles and Funnell 1981, 127-
128). The fort was one of a chain of coastal defences, known as ’Saxon Shore forts’; 
created to counteract the threat of sea-borne raiders. Caister commanded a defensive 
position on the south-east side of the island of Flegg overlooking the Great Estuary. In the 
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later 3rd century the defensive position of the Caister fort was complemented by the 
construction of a second fort at Burgh Castle on the southern side of the estuary.  
 
The Caister fort functioned through to the late 4th century, as demonstrated from evidence 
gained through excavation, however the character and extent of the civilian settlement or 
vicus associated with it remains poorly understood. The vicus developed outside the fort 
walls and features associated with it have been encountered to the west, south-west, east 
and south-east. Cropmarks to the west and south-west of the fort have assisted in defining 
the extent of the settlement but the gradual development of housing around the fort with 
limited archaeological intervention has made the southern and eastern extent of the vicus 
less certain. Where excavations have taken place evidence for buildings, pits and ditches 
have been recorded and objects recovered during such work and as stray finds include 
coins, pottery, tiles, brooches and other metal finds. Romano-British remains, including 
enclosures and structural remains associated with agricultural activity have recently been 
excavated 200m southeast of the Fort on Norwich Road, suggesting that the vicus 
settlement extended over a considerable distance. However no Saxon or medieval remains 
were encountered suggesting that settlement had contracted by that stage (Albone 2006).  
 
The fort is also known to be a focus for activity in the Middle to Late Saxon periods 
represented by coins and pottery sherds, with burials inside the walls and evidence for an 
extensive Middle Saxon cemetery encountered to its south and north. It has been 
suggested that the monastery site of ‘Cnobhersburg’ was founded here in the first half of 
the 7th century, although Burgh Castle is also a likely candidate. By the medieval period the 
‘Great Estuary’ had become marshland and a settlement called ‘Castre’ (a latin derived 
name for a ‘Roman camp’) with a royal manor noteworthy for a large number of salt-houses 
is recorded by the Domesday Survey of 1086. 
 
Archaeological discoveries in close proximity to the site which relate to the area of the 
Roman vicus (recorded under NHER 8675) include several stray finds, including a Roman 
coin from the garden of Belstead Avenue, a buried soil containing Roman pottery at 44 
Grange Road (NAU Report 282) and a Roman ditch and post-hole along with pottery, daub 
and a fragment of tegula at 29 Belstead Road (NAU Report 2384). In addition 
archaeological monitoring at 245 Belstead Road (NHER 51057) encountered a Roman pit 
containing roof tile fragments and pottery. Undated human remains and a few sherds of 
prehistoric pottery were also collected from the same site. 
 
 
Sites in the immediate proximity or of particular relevance or interest which fall in 
close proximity to the site include: 

 
The following information has been sourced from the Norfolk Historic Environment Record 
(NHER) 
 
NHER 8675: The site lies within the south-western area of Caister on Sea Late Roman 'Saxon Shore' fort 
and a Middle to Late Saxon cemetery. This Roman 'Saxon Shore' fort was probably constructed in the early 
200s AD, and was one of a chain of eleven forts between Brancaster on The Wash and Portchester in 
Hampshire which were under the command of the 'Count of the Saxon Shore', a military commander whose 
forts and units are listed in the 'Notitia Dignitatum', a document compiled around AD 395. These forts were built 
at different times, and the earliest forts (Brancaster, Caister-on-Sea and Reculver in Kent) may have been more 
to do with trade than defence. In the late 200s, further forts were built (e.g. Burgh Castle), and these probably 
had a more defensive role, protecting the coastline against barbarian raiders. The surrounding ditch, wall and 
rampart enclose about 3.5 hectares, and excavations have demonstrated that there are buildings, a possible 
corn drying kiln and a water tank. Finds include pottery, metalwork, coin hoards and some artefacts suggest 
occupation by cavalry, and also the presence of women and children. The fort appears to have been disused in 
the late 4th century AD. Middle Saxon finds suggest that there was high status occupation in this area, and the 
fort may have been, or been near to, the site of Fursa's monastery as mentioned by Bede, although the fort at 
Burgh Castle is another possible location for this. At least two Middle to Late Saxon burials have been found 
inside the fort, while there was an extensive cemetery of this date to the south and north. Prehistoric finds from 
the site include a flint arrowhead, a hoard of Late Bronze Age gold and prehistoric pottery. Three ring ditches, 
possible Bronze Age barrows, have been also been identified. The site is open to the public, and the Roman 
building is the only accessible Roman building in East Anglia. Note, a large number of stray finds, 
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archaeological observations and minor interventions are also recorded on the NHER under this comprehensive 
entry. 

 

NHER 8678: Roman Kiln (“Kiln1”). Between 1851 to 1854 a Roman kiln was discovered at this approximate 
location. There is some uncertainty about the exact location of the kiln, although this site is thought to be most 
probable. In 1982 two pieces of Gaulish Samian were found here during roadworks for the housing 
development, perhaps in the area of Hampton Close. [Located c.110m W of the site]  
 

NHER 8679: Roman pottery kiln (Kiln 2) and coin finds. In 1965 a Roman pottery kiln and pottery sherds were 

found during the laying of pipes for an extension at No.13 Weston Drive. In 1991 four Roman coins were found 
in the garden of No.15 Weston Rise. [Located c.150m NW of the site] 
 

NHER 8683: Holy Trinity Church. This medieval church was fully restored in 1894. In 1967/1968 the 
foundations of a medieval chantry chapel were discovered outside the north wall, along with two 16th century 
buttons and Roman pottery. Although the font is 15th century, it was brought to the church in 1902 from a 
garden in Eye, Suffolk. Excavations in 2004 immediately to the north of the church revealed large quantities of 
unworn grey mortaria, suggesting the presence of a kiln nearby. To date, this site is the first to provide evidence 
of manufacture of grey mortaria in Britain, and therefore is of national importance. This is particularly interesting 
given the site's proximity to Caister-on-Sea Roman fort. [Located c.235m NE of the site] 
 

NHER 27481: A World War Two pillbox is visible on aerial photographs taken between 1944 and 1953. It was 
positioned to defend the Norwich Road access into Caister on Sea village and was supported by a spigot mortar 
emplacement to the north (NHER 27480). By 1965 it had been demolished. [Located c.140m NNE of the site] 
 

NHER 27513: Cropmarks of Ring-ditches, Iron Age/Early Roman field systems and a mid to late Roman 
Viccus. Two possible Bronze Age round barrows or Iron Age roundhouses, an Iron Age or early Roman field 
system and a mid to late Roman settlement are visible as cropmarks on aerial photographs. The mid to 
late Roman settlement is represented by cropmarks of a road and enclosures and would have been a 'vicus' 
associated with Caister Roman shore fort (NHER 8675). It extended for up to 720m to the southwest of the fort 
and much of its site is now covered by housing. [An extensive area located c.300m to the W and NW of the site] 
 

NHER 35843: Bronze Age, Roman, post medieval and World War Two features on land off Norwich 
Road/High Street. In 2001, following an evaluation which uncovered evidence of multi-period occupation and 
activity at the site, Roman ditches, postholes and possible sill beam slots, flues, a well (preserved in situ), and a 
colluvial deposit which was sampled and dated by Optically Stimulated Luminescence. Roman activity here 
starts in mid to late 2nd century. However the most significant prehistoric remains was a group of pits or 
postholes of Late Neolithic to Early Bronze Age date. A total of nine pits/postholes were identified, perhaps 
defining a building. Features and finds of Roman date include 1st century pottery and rectilinear enclosures and 
ovens or kilns, and evidence of cattle butchery. The lack of Saxon or medieval finds or features indicates 
abandonment of the site at these times. The final phase of dateable activity at the site comprised pits relating to 
the military use of the holiday camp at the site during World War Two. A large assemblage of finds collected 
from the site include a range of prehistoric worked flints, Roman window glass as well as Bronze Age, Iron Age, 
Roman, medieval and post-medieval pottery sherds. [Located c.160m ENE of the site] 
 

NHER 38107: Monitoring at the Castle Public House. In 2002/2003 a watching brief was carried out on 

topsoil stripping of a front lawn for construction of carpark for Castle Public House of soil stripping (which did not 
reveal subsoil).  Iron Age, Roman, medieval and post medieval pottery sherds were collected as unstratified, 
residual finds. [Located c.220m NE of the site] 
 

NHER 39382: Metal detecting in this area during 2003 recovered four 3rd century AD coins. [Located c.215m 
N of the site] 
 

NHER 39596: Post-medieval deposits and multi-period finds at West Road. In 2003 an evaluation 
excavation found evidence that the ground level at this site was raised through dumping during the 18th century. 
Estuarine and peat deposits dating to the Iron Age and Roman period were also recorded. Possible prehistoric 
and Roman pottery sherds were collected, along with medieval and post-medieval tiles. [Located c.180m SW of 
the site] 
 

NHER 42868: The Grange. This Grade II Listed post-medieval house was once associated with a farm, but it is 

not at present. Built in the 17th century, it was altered at least twice in the 18th century and has 19th and 20th 
century features. It is built of brick and has a pantile roof. [Located c.65m SSW of the site] 
  
NHER 45329: Late Roman and Middle Saxon activity at ‘Uplands’, Uplands Avenue. This site was the 

subject of an archaeological evaluation in 2006. A sequence of deposits related to the disuse of the defences of 
the Roman 'Saxon Shore' fort was recorded in section, as well as a Middle Saxon pit which contained large 
quantities of residual Late Roman pottery and other refuse. Several other features nearby were excavated 
which also produced Late Roman pottery but which may actually relate to Middle Saxon activity. A subsequent 
excavation in 2008 revealed several features including an early road surface predating the Roman rampart, two 
probable middle Saxon burials that may form the eastern edge of an intramural cemetery and a possible late 
Roman/middle Saxon building or fence line.  
 

Worked flint was also collected as residual finds which indicate later Neolithic or possible Bronze Age activity 
within the vicinity. A total of 36 Roman coins and a copper disc were found by metal detector survey of the 
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Plate 2: Soakaway during excavation.  
(looking north-east) [1x1m Scale]. 

features and spoil during the excavation the condition of which was very poor, requiring X-ray analysis for 
further identification. A middle Saxon 'E' sceatta was also recovered. [Located c.250m NNE of the site] 
 

NHER 51057: Roman pit, prehistoric and Roman pottery sherds and undated human bones. A large, 
steep-sided pit containing fragments of Roman pottery and roof tile was found during the archaeological 
monitoring of building foundations in January 2008 at 245 Belstead Avenue. This large pit was not fully 
excavated, but it is likely that it related to peripheral activity around the nearby fort (NHER 8675) during 
the Roman period. [Located c.115m NE of the site] 
 

NHER 53064: Human remains were discovered during building work for a driveway in Brooke Avenue in 
September 2009.  [Located c.200m N of the site] 
 

 

5.0 Methodology (Figure 2) 
 
The objective of the archaeological 
monitoring was to record any 
archaeological evidence revealed during 
ground works associated with the 
extension. The following groundworks 
were subject to archaeological 
monitoring, all of which were excavated 
by hand: 
 
 

• The main footprint of the 
extension made use of the 
existing concrete pad which 
formerly served the conservatory. 
The additional footing trenches for 
the extension measured between 
0.6 to 0.5m wide and were 
excavated to a maximum depth 
0.5m.  
 

• The soakway run measured 
0.35m wide and was excavated to 
a maximum depth of 0.5m. It 
extended from the north-west 
corner of the existing concrete 
pad to a soakaway pit which 
measured c. 1.4m2 with a depth 
of c. 1.9m. 

 

• Inside the house a new internal wall was required within the area of the current front 
room. A thin concrete pad (0.10m thick) was exposed (the boards overlay a cavity of 
c.0.3m). This was broken-out and a 0.2m deep trench was excavated into a modern 
make-up deposit of silty-loam mixed with frequent fragments of concrete and brick 
rubble. No deposits or finds of archaeological significance were encountered.  

 
Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector (Minelab XTerra 
705). All metal-detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than 
those which were obviously modern.  
 
All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using Norvic Archaeology pro forma 
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and 
digital images were taken of all relevant features and deposits.   
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All levels were taken using a temporary benchmark of 3.54m OD located on a patio area in 
the rear garden of the property tied to an OS Spot Height of 3.0m OD located on the road at 
the junction of Grange Road with West Road.  
 
 

6.0 Results  (Appendix 2a) 

 

• ‘Sterile clay silt deposits’ 
 

A deep accumulation of estuarine clay-silts (09) was revealed by the soak-away pit from a 
depth of c. 0.8m below the current garden surface. These sterile deposits were dense and 
comprised of waterlogged bands of silts/clay-silts with occasional thin lenses of fluvial sand. 
They were observed to a depth of c. 2m below the modern surface and appear to represent 
accumulations of silts with occasional episodes of flux, most likely associated with the edge 
of the former Great Estuary. 
 

• Roman Ditch [07] and a possible precursor (12] plus lower subsoil  
(Appendix 1 – photographic images) 
 

A distinct linear cut for a ditch on a c. north-south alignment was revealed by the soak-away 
pit. The ditch appeared to be slightly steeper on its western edge, although its full width 
remained unexposed. The base of the ditch fill was waterlogged by the current water table. 
No clear distinction could be discerned between the mid-grey, clay-silt ditch-fill and a layer 
of similar material ?above/cut by it, the deposits appearing completely homogenous. The 
ditch cut was only clearly identified where it cut the sterile orangey-brown clay-silts below 
(09). Finds collected from the lower fill of the ditch were collected as context (06) and finds 
collected from the upper-fill/layer were collected as context (05). The ditch is therefore 
estimated to be from 0.4m to 0.6m in depth and slightly greater than 1m in width. Deposit 
(05) appears to include an archaic subsoil deposit up to 0.2m in depth.  
 
The shallow remnant of a mottled yellowish-grey to brown, clay-silt deposit (08) of finer 
nature than the ditch fill (09) was identified in the south-east corner of the soakaway pit. 
Although predating the cut of ditch [07] it appeared to also define a linear feature which 
shared the same alignment. This deposit may therefore represent the base of a pre-existing 
ditch ([12]), re-cut by [07].  
 
Finds collected from the ditch [07] include Romano-British pottery sherds, brick and tile 
fragments, butchered animal bone, pieces of fired clay and a small number of iron nails and 
two iron hooks. Overall the pottery assemblage from ditch [07] present only a broad date 
range of 2nd to 4th century, however, sherds from an indented beaker collected from the fill 
of the likely precursor to this ditch can be dated to the late 3rd to 4th century AD.   

 

• Subsoil (04=10=11)  
 

Below the modern levelling soil (01) and sealing the Roman ditch [07] in the soak-away 
trench was a clay-silt subsoil up to 0.3m in depth. This deposit was also revealed below 
modern topsoil/patio slabs by all other trenching for both the soak-away run and the 
foundation trenches around the existing concrete slab of the former conservatory. A small 
number of residual Romano-British pottery sherds, a lead ‘pot-mender’ and a large 
fragment of Roman brick were collected from this layer.  
 

• Shallow feature [03] 
 
Truncating the subsoil (04) was a very shallow feature, part of which was identified in the 
north-west facing section of the soak-away pit. It contained a dark-brownish-grey silty-loam 
with occasional flecks and pieces of charcoal. This feature is of uncertain date but 
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stratigraphically is likely to be post-roman in date. Its shallow depth could be the result of 
modern levelling activity rather than indicative of its true form.  
 

• Modern landscaping deposits (20th century) 
 

The majority of the rear garden was given over to patio slabs set on a thin bed of sand. This 
lay above a firm soil horizon up to 0.2m deep which contained modern inclusions of brick 
and may represent a recent levelling deposit (01). Two sherd of redeposited Romano-
British pottery were collected from the topsoil during the course of the groundworks. 
 
 

7.0 Finds Analysis   (Appendix 3a) 

       
 

• Post-Roman Pottery 
 

Two pieces of pottery were collected from the subsoil deposit (11) encountered by the 
soak-away drainage run. This amounts to a single abraded sherd of Tin-glazed 
earthenware (16g) and a small sherd of red-earthenware from a modern flower-pot (6g). 
The Tin-glazed earthenware is hand painted with dark blue decoration; the white glaze is 
tinged blue, and is most likely a sherd from a plate or shallow bowl/dish of 17th to 18th 
century date. 

 

• Romano-British Pottery (Appendix 4) 
By Alice Lyons 

 
A total of 18 sherds of Romano-British pottery, weighing 244g, were found during this 
project. The pottery was moderately abraded with an average sherd weight of c. 13.5g. A 
catalogue (see Appendix 4) was prepared in-line with the Study Group for Roman Pottery 
recommendations (Darling 2004). Four of the sherds were collected from subsoil and a 
single sherd from the topsoil, with the remainder collected from the fills of a Romano-British 
ditch and a possible precursor of the same ditch. 
 
Because of the limited scale of the assemblage it is not possible to make many interpretive 
statements. It is possible to say, however, that the majority of this material has originated 
from Romano-British utilitarian locally (but unsourced) wheelmade grey ware (Darling with 
Gurney 1993, 163, GREY). The jar/bowl and storage jar forms represented are common in 
this region from the late 1st century to the end of the Roman era. One sherd has retained 
and external soot residue and internal lime scale from use as a water heater or kettle. 
 
A few of the grey ware fragments were more diagnostic, however, and these include a 
straight-sided dish collected from the subsoil (Darling with Gurney 1993, 169, fig. 148, 149) 
and fragments from an indented beaker collected from context (08) – the fill of a possible 
precursor to the ditch (ibid. p.178, 316-317). Both types were in common use as tablewares 
in the later part of the Romano-British era. 
 
The only fine ware recovered was a single piece of an undiagnostic beaker collected from 
context (05) – the upper fill of the Romano-British ditch [07]. This ware was produced near 
Peterborough in the Lower Nene Valley (Tyers 1996, 173-175) between the mid-2nd and 
4th centuries AD. It is noteworthy that no imported pottery or specialist wares, such as 
amphora or mortaria were recovered. 
 
This pottery is consistent, therefore, with later Roman material found previously in the area 
of the Roman fort at Caister (Darling with Gurney 1993, 153-218). 
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• Flint 
 

Each piece was examined by eye and with the aid of a hand lens (x6 magnification) before 
being catalogued according to a basic typology using standard lithic terminology where 
possible.  
 
A single small struck flint was collected from deposit (08). This piece is thin, fresh and sharp 
and may represent an incidental flake produced during knapping using a relatively hard 
hammer technique. The fabric is a fine grained honey coloured material, near translucent 
under white light with moderate interclasts. A thin skin of cortex remains on the distal end; 
this and the flints small size indicate utilisation of a river pebble or similar resource. Only a 
broad Neolithic to Bronze Age date can be surmised from its form. 
 
Two pieces of burnt flint were collected from deposit (05) which may have been produced in 
association with Romano-British burning or hearth activities rather than representing earlier 
prehistoric background activity. Both are heavily fire crazed; the larger weighs 162g and is 
fully calcined, while the smaller is heat reddened.  
 

Context Type Qty Weight (g) 

05 Burnt fragment 2 179 
08 Flake 1 2 

 Total 3 181 

 
 

• Fired Clay (Appendix 5) 
 
Five pieces of fired clay weighing a total of 79g were collected from deposits encountered 
during the excavation of the soak-away pit. Two pieces were collected from the subsoil (04) 
and the remainder from the upper fill of ditch [07].  
 
Two fabric types are present in this small assemblage:  
 

Type A - a pale buff to mid pinkish-orange, fairly porous clay with rare calcareous 
inclusions from crushed flecks to small sub rounded pieces (of up to 5mm) and a 
slightly gritty mid orange, fairly porous clay.  Chalk or lime inclusions were often 
added to daub – particularly where locally available as aggregate as dictated by 
the natural geology (Graham 2004, 15), perhaps to improve workability or 
strength. 

 
Type B - a slightly sandy mid-orange, fairly porous clay. 

 
Withie or lathe impressions are present on two of the pieces while the two largest fragments 
have distinct forms. These fragments (one in each fabric type) both exhibit flat smooth 
surfaces, the Type A piece is hard fired with opposed oxidised and reduced sides – the 
smooth surface being the grey/reduced side of the piece. The Type A piece exhibits a flat 
surface with a slight coating in sand. The function of these particular pieces is uncertain 
although it is possible that all the pieces are structural from a hearth or similar 
superstructure. 
 

• Oyster Shell 
 
A single small piece of oyster shell was collected from the fill (06) of the Roman ditch [07]. 
This piece weighs 1g and was in a flaky condition. This species appears to be a marine 
oyster, common to the Norfolk coast, and represents residual food waste.   
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• Animal Bone (Appendix 6) 
By Julie Curl 

 
Methodology 
 
The bone in this assemblage consisted of hand-collected material.  All of the bone was 
identified to species wherever possible using a variety of comparative reference material. 
Where a complete identification to species was not possible, bone was assigned to a group, 
such as ‘small mammal’ or ‘bird’ whenever possible. The bones were recorded using a 
modified version of guidelines described in Davis (1992).  Measurements (listed in 
Appendix 6) were taken where appropriate, generally following Von Den Dreisch (1976). 
Humerus BT and HTC and metapodial “a” and “b” are recorded as suggested Davis (1992). 
Tooth wear was recorded following Hillson (1986).  
 
Any butchering was recorded, noting the type of butchering, such as cut, chopped or sawn 
and location. A note was also made of any burnt bone. Pathologies were also recorded with 
the type of injury or disease, the element affected and the location on the bone. Other 
modifications were also recorded, such as any possible working, working waste or animal 
gnawing.  
 
Weights and total number of pieces counts were also taken for each context, along with the 
number of pieces for each individual species present (NISP) and these appear in the 
appendix with this report.  All information was recorded directly into an Excel database for 
analysis. A catalogue is provided in the appendix giving a summary of all of the faunal 
remains by context with all other quantifications along with measurements and a tooth 
record.  
 
The assemblage – provenance and preservation 
 
A total of 706g of faunal remains, consisting of fourteen pieces, was recovered from three 
contexts; one of subsoil and two fills of the ditch [07]. The remains from the ditch fill are 
associated with finds of a Roman date. Quantification of the faunal remains can be seen in 
Table 1.  
 

Feature Weight No. 

Subsoil 04 241g 3 

Ditch [07]: Fill 05 191g 3 

Ditch [07]: Fill 06 274g 8 

Grand Total 706g 14 

Table 1. Animal Bone Quantification 

 
Overall the bone is in good condition, although fragmentation has occurred from butchering. 
The primary fill of Ditch [07] appears to have been waterlogged at some point as indicated 
by sediment adhering to the surfaces of the collected bone. None of the bone showed any 
signs of animal gnawing, which might suggest that the remains were buried quite rapidly 
and was probably not available for scavengers. 
 
 
Species range and modifications and other observations 
 
Two species were positively identified in this assemblage. Cattle remains are the most 
frequent and were seen in both the subsoil material and fills of Ditch [07]. A single 
incomplete radius from a pig or wild boar was identified from (06), the primary fill of Ditch 
[07]. Three fragments from Ditch [07] were too fragmented and lacking in diagnostic 
features to allow species identification. Quantification of the species (NISP) by feature type 
is presented in Table 2.  
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Feature Cattle Mammal Pig/boar 

Subsoil 04 3 - - 

Ditch [07] 7 3 1 

Grand Total 10 3 1 

Table 2. Quantification by species to feature type 

 
The cattle metatarsal in (04) had been cut, probably during the skinning process; the bone 
had also been smashed mid-shaft, possibly for accessing the nutritious marrow. Another 
cattle metatarsal was found in the Ditch [07], fill (05) which shows several cuts at the 
proximal dorsal end of the bone, again, form skinning. Other cattle elements, a scapula, 
pelvis and humerus and the porcine radius had also been butchered, attesting to their use 
for meat. Remains are all from adult animals, although, given the size of the assemblage, 
this does not rule out on-site breeding. The metrical data from the cattle are within the 
range seen from other Roman assemblages, although towards the larger end of the scale. 
Slight strain was noted on metapodials from Ditch [07], perhaps indicating that these were 
from animals used in traction. 
 
Conclusions  
 
The animal bone consists of skinning and meat waste. The bones from the skinning 
process have been smashed, presumably for marrow, and suggest their use in food. There 
is the suggestion of the use of the cattle for traction from tell-tale changes in the bone, 
which was a common use for cattle into the medieval period. Although this assemblage is 
small it is broadly similar to others in the area of the same period, such as at Uplands 
Avenue (Curl, 2006).  
 

• Lead Pot-mender 
 
A lead plug used to repair a hole in a ceramic vessel was recovered from context (10), the 
subsoil encountered by the footing trench on the north side of the extension area. The piece 
appears to have crudely repaired the edge of a base with a diameter of c. 120mm, 
impressions of the pots wall thickness measure at c. 6mm. Such plugs are occasionally 
found with pieces of pottery surviving in their profiles and are known from Roman and 
medieval contexts.   
 

Context No. Feature No. SSD Material Object Object Date Feature Period 

10 - - Lead Pot-mender ?Roman/Med. - 

Rough pot-mender from the base of a pot, wall impressions of the vessel provide a thickness of c. 6mm and 
the piece appears to be from the edge of the base, its form giving a base diameter of c. 120mm. Weight 57g. 

 

• Ferrous Nails 
 
Three iron nails were collected from deposit (06), the fill of the Roman ditch [07]. All three 
are of similar robust form and are structural or timber nails. Where possible they have been 
catalogued using Manning’s typology of Roman nails (Manning 1985). 
 

Context 
Length 
(mm) 

Weight (g) Completeness 
Shape 

(shank) 
Shape 
(head) 

Type 

06 93 36 Incomplete Square - - 
06 85 32 Incomplete Square - - 
06 57 19 Incomplete Square Flat (oval) 1B 

 

• Ferrous hooks/fittings 

 
Two small ferrous objects were collected from deposit (06), the fill of the Roman ditch [07]. 
The larger is a hook and the smaller has a short right-angled hook at one end. Although 
both objects may have been used for hanging they may equally be fittings from hinges, bolt-
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keepers or bindings from timber structures. The small piece has a pointed end for driving 
into wood or masonry. 
 

Context No. Feature No. SSD Material Object Object Date Feature Period 

06 [07] - Iron Hook/?fitting Roman - 

A small U-shaped hook, 36mm high, with a square x/s to the shank, c. 6mm thick. Weighing 11g.  

Context No. Feature No. SSD Material Object Object Date Feature Period 

06 [07] - Iron ?Hook/fitting Roman - 

A small right-angled hook with a fine shaft with a slightly pointed end. 35mm long, c. 4mm thick. Weighing 4g 

 

Ceramic Building Material 
 

A total of 13 fragments of ceramic building material were collected, weighing 2007g. Of this 
material the majority (11 fragments, weighing 1374g) were recovered from Romano-British 
dated deposits associated with the ditch [07]. Forms represented include Tegula, Imbrex, 
and brick. No complete examples of any type were recovered. 
 
The material was laid out and viewed in context order. Fragments were quantified 
individually within each context.  Each fragment was examined visually and using x10 
magnification and a suitable fabric type determined for the whole assemblage to allow basic 
categorisation.  
 
Fabric types: 
 

A:  Poorly mixed, slightly sandy, calcerous up to 8mm occ. burnt flint and grog 
temper. Generally Pink to buff, reddish to grey where hard fired. 

 

B:  sandy (medium grained), generally mid orange,  
 

C:  Generally pale orange, mod. mixed, rare sand, occ. small chalk/grog/ferrous 
pellets up to 5mm 

 

Context Type 
Fabric 
Type 

Weight 
(g) 

Thickness 
(mm) 

Flange 
Height 
(mm) 

Abrasion 
(s/m/h) 

Comment 

01 Tile A 21 13 - High  
05 Brick A 107 33 - Slight  
05 Brick A 126 26 - Slight  
05 Brick A 193 29 - - ?Pila, hard fired 
05 Imbrex C 29 14 - -  
05 Imbrex B 129 16 - Slight  
05 Tegula C 138 14 35 -  

05 Tegula A 77 20 47 Slight 
Tapering flange with 
internal horizontal 
knife score 

06 Imbrex C 72 18 - Slight Grey(reduced) 
06 Imbrex B 84 150 -   
06 Tegula B 136 20 35 -  
06 Tegula B 264 18 35 -  
11 Brick A 631 30 - - ?Pila, corner frag. 

Total: 2007  

 

Fabrics are typical of the period: fine to medium sand, poorly mixed, with coarse inclusions 
of chalk, crushed burnt flint, fine grit and ferrous pellets in varying amounts. Most, if not all, 
of the ceramic building materials were probably made locally in the Caister area. Two of the 
brick fragments may be pila tiles, often used to construct the floor-support columns in 
hypocausts. Although a relatively small assemblage, this sample provides good residual 
evidence for the presence of Roman buildings with tiled roofs in the vicinity, with both 
tegulae and imbrices present.  
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8.0 Conclusions 
 
The limited confines of the soakaway pit revealed the presence of a Romano-British ditch 
from which an assemblage of pottery, ceramic building material and animal bone were 
collected, along with a few pieces of daub, a small number of iron nails and two iron hooks. 
The pottery assemblage from this ditch allows for only a broad 2nd to 4th century date of 
deposition; however, this feature appeared to be a recut of a pre-existing ditch on the same 
alignment from which sherds of an indented beaker of late 3rd to 4th century date were 
recovered.  
 
Given the small sample available the number of finds collected, from what may be 
interpreted as a boundary ditch, is relatively high. This suggests that settlement was 
present in close proximity to the site. Although the evidence for localised activity is limited, 
the overall assemblage indicates that tiled buildings were present in the immediate area 
and that the ditch appears to have accumulated residual waste from Romano-British 
households in the form of butchered animal bone, oyster shell and pottery sherds. Some of 
this material may have been purposefully dumped into this part of the ditch. 
 
The southern area of the vicus associated with the Roman fort may well have extended as 
far as this low lying area by the 3rd to 4th century, as demonstrated by observations at 
Belstead Road and now here on Grange Road. Although the nature and density of the 
settlement at this location remains uncertain, the relatively well preserved finds collected 
during this work have demonstrated that, despite modern landscaping for the construction 
of the housing estate, more sub-surface evidence associated with Romano-British 
occupation can be expected to be encountered in this area of the modern town; should 
future opportunities for archaeological investigation arise. 
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Plate 3: Romano-British Ditch [07]. (looking south-west) 
[1x1m Scale]. 

Plate 4: Romano-British Ditch [07] post-investigation. 
(looking south-east) [1x1m Scale]. 

Plate 5: Romano-British Ditch [07] – fully exposed. 
(looking north-west) [1x1m Scale]. 

Appendix 1: Images of Ditch [07] 
 

  



NO.21 GRANGE ROAD, 
 CAISTER-ON-SEA, NORFOLK. 

NVC REF: GE74  17  
 

 
Appendix 2a: Context Summary 
 

Context Category Fill of Brief Physical Description Interpretation Period 

01 Deposit  
Firm/dense, mid-greyish-brown silty-loam, occ. 
stones, modern cbm, rare chalk flecks, mod. 
charcoal flecks, c. 0.2m deep 

Topsoil Modern 

02 Deposit [03] 
Friable, dark-brownish-grey v.silty loam, occ. 
stones & charcoal flacks/pieces 

Fill 
Uncertain  

(post-Roman) 

03 Cut  Shallow concave feature, >0.75m L, 0.16m deep Uncertain 
Uncertain  

(post-Roman) 

04 Deposit  
Soft/dense, mid-yellowish-brown clay-silt, occ. 
stones, rare charcoal & cbm flecks, max. o.3m 
deep 

Subsoil Post-Roman 

05 Deposit [07] 
Soft/dense, mid-grey clay-silt, occ. burnt clay 
flecks/lumps, occ. cbm, charcoal flecks, animal 
bone, stones. C. 0.2m deep 

Ditch fill (2
nd

) Roman L3-C4th 

06 Deposit [07] 
Soft/dense, mid-grey clay-silt, inclusions similar to 
(05), c. 0.4m deep. NB: Waterlogged 

Ditch fill (1
st
) Roman L3-C4th 

07 Cut  
Linear, generally wide U-shaped profiled with 
steeper western edge, >1m wide, est. 0.4 to 
0.6m deep 

Ditch Roman L3-C4th 

08 Deposit [12] 
V.soft/dense, light-yellowish-grey/mottled by 
yellowish-brown clay-silt (fine), occ. stones, 
charcoal flecks & burnt clay flecks, c. 0.3m deep 

Basal fill Roman L3-C4th 

09 Deposit  

Soft/dense/sticky light yellowish brown to mid 
orange-yellow/orangey-brown clay-silts, occ. silty-
sand lenses (clean medium grained yellow sands), 
rare stones, depth exceeds 1.1m 

Fluvial silts Pre-Roman 

10 Deposit  Same as (04) in north trench of extension Subsoil Post-Roman 

11 Deposit  Same as (04) in soakaway drainage run Subsoil Post-Roman 

12 Cut  Linear, 0.35m deep min., concave profile  ?Ditch Roman L3-C4th 

 

Appendix 2b: OASIS feature summary table 

Period Feature type Quantity 

Unknown Pit 1 

Roman (42 to 409AD) Ditch 2 

Appendix 3a: Finds by Context 

Context  Material Quantity Weight (g) Comment 

1 Ceramic Building Material 1  21  

1 Pottery 2 10  

4 Pottery 1 17  

4 Animal Bone 3 241  

4 Fired Clay 2 53  

5 Pottery 2 67   

5 Animal Bone 3 191   

5 Burnt Flint 2 179   

5 Ceramic Building Material 7 799  

5 Fired Clay 2 9   

6 Pottery 5 55 conjoining x2 

6 Fired Clay 1 17   
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Context  Material Quantity Weight (g) Comment 

6 Fragment - hooks 2 15 Fe 

6 Nails 3 87 Fe 

6 Shell  - Oyster  1 1   

6 Ceramic Building Material 4  556  

6 Animal Bone 8 274  

8 Pottery 5 57  

8 Flint 1 2  

10 Pottery 1 4   

10 Lead 1 57 Pot mender 

11 Pottery 2 34   

11 Ceramic Building Material 1 30   

11 Pottery 2 22 Post-Roman 

Appendix 3b: NHER finds summary table 

Period Material Quantity 

Unknown Lead – ‘pot mender’ 1 

Prehistoric (500000BC to 42AD) Flint 1 

Roman (42 to 409AD) Animal Bone 11 

Ceramic Building Material 13 

Flint – burnt 2 

Fired Clay 5 

Nails 3 

Objects – Iron hooks 2 

Pottery 18 

Shell 1 

Post-medieval (1540 to 1900AD) Pottery 1 

Modern (1900 to 2050 AD) Pottery 1 

 
 

Appendix 4: Romano-British Pottery 
 

Context No Wt/g Sherd date range Comments 

01 2 10 Late 1
st
 to 4

th
 

century AD 
Undiagnostic sandy grey ware (Darling with 
Gurney 1993, 163, GREY) jar body sherds. 

04 1 17 3rd to 4
th
 century 

AD 
Straight-sided dish rim sherd (Darling with 
Gurney 1993, 169, fig. 148, 149), sandy grey 
ware (ibid, 163, GREY). 

05 1 7 Mid 2
nd

 to 4
th
 

century AD 
Undiagnostic beaker fragment, Nene Valley 
colour coat (Tyers 1996, 173-175). 

05 1 60 Mid 2
nd

 to 4
th
 

century AD 
Undiagnostic jar flat base fragment in a sandy 
grey ware fabric with red surfaces and the 
possible remnants of a pale red slip on its 
internal surface. ?Source 

06 5 55 Mid 2
nd

 to 4
th
 

century AD 
Undiagnostic jar/bowl rolled rim, body and flat 
base sandy grey ware (Darling with Gurney 
1993, 163, GREY) sherds. One of the fragments 
has an external soot residue and internal lime 
scaling, where it has been used as a kettle. 

08 1 4 Late 1
st
 to 4

th
 

century AD 
Undiagnostic sandy grey ware (Darling with 
Gurney 1993, 163, GREY) jar/bowl body sherd. 

08 2 21 Mid 2
nd

 to 4
th
 

century AD 
Undiagnostic sandy grey ware with orange 
surfaces (Darling with Gurney 1993, 163, GREY) 
jar/beaker with burnished vertical lines (Darling 
with Gurney 1993, 183, fig. 150, no 448, 449). 

08 2 32 Late 3rd to 4
th
 

century AD 
Undiagnostic sandy grey ware (Darling with 
Gurney 1993, 163, GREY) indented beaker (ibid. 
p.178, 316-317). 

10 1 4 Late 1
st
 to 4

th
 Undiagnostic sandy grey ware (Darling with 
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Context No Wt/g Sherd date range Comments 

century AD Gurney 1993, 163, GREY) jar body sherd. 

11 2 34 Late 1
st
 to 4

th
 

century AD 
Undiagnostic sandy grey ware (Darling with 
Gurney 1993, 163, GREY) jar and storage jar 
body sherds 

Total 18 244  

 
Appendix 5: Fired Clay 
 

Context No. Feature No. Material Object Object Date Feature Period 

04 - Fired Clay Daub - ?Post-Roman 

Two pieces of fired clay weighing a total of 53g. The large piece is in a mid-orange slightly sandy fabric 
and has a single flat, lightly sanded surface (42g) with part of a withie/lathe impression, the smaller is a 
fairly abraded friable piece in a pinkish-buff fabric with rare calcareous inclusions. 

05 [07] Fired Clay Daub - Roman: L3-C4th 

A single piece weighing a total of 17g. Hard pinkish buff fabric with calcareous inclusions and a single 
smooth surface on its grey ‘reduced’ side. 

05 [07] Fired Clay Daub - Roman: L3-C4th 

Two small pieces weighing 6g and 3g, the larger in a friable pinkish buff fabric with calcareous inclusions 
and a small withie/lathe impression, the smaller a highly abraded piece in a mid-orange slightly sandy 
fabric. 

Appendix 6: Animal Bone 

Table 1: Catalogue in context order.  
 
Key: 
NISP  = Number of Individual Species elements Present. 
Element range: LL=lower limb, UL=Upper Limb, P=Pelvis, Sc = Scapula, V = Vertebrae, R = Ribs 
Butchering: c = cut, ch = chopped 
 

Context 
Ctxt 
Qty 

Wt 
(g) 

Species NISP Adult Juv 
Element 
range 

Butchering Comments 

04 3 241 Cattle 3 3 - ll, pel, r c, ch proximal metatarsal cut and smashed mid shaft 

05 3 191 Cattle 3 3 - ll c, ch 
1 cut complete metatarsal, one chopped 
condyle 

06 8 274 

Cattle 4 4 - 
scap, 
pel, ll, ul 

c, ch inc cut distal metacarpal, humerus shaft 

Pig/boar 1 1 - ul c, ch radius 

Mammal 3 
  

r, v c, ch neural spine and rib fragments, probably cattle 

 

Table 2: Measurements (measured to 0.1mm using digital callipers) following Von Den Driesch, 
1976.Listed by species- applied to well stratified and dated material only. 
 

Context Period Feature Species Element Fusion Gl BatF Bfd A B SD 

05 Roman Ditch [07] Cattle MT f 227 50.8 51.7 23.8 24 29 

06 Roman Ditch [07] Cattle MC f 
 

46.1 51 24.9 23.6 26.1 
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