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The Cross Hands Hotel, Tetbury Road, Old Sodbury, Glos. 
 Description and analysis of the southern rooms subject to a development proposal 

by Greene King. Surveyed 23 07 2011. 
Including Watching Brief on historic fabric uncovered during works in January 2013. 

 
 

 
Location of the Cross Hands -  east of Tetbury Road on a cross-road. Google Earth 2006. 
 

 
Close-up from Google Earth 2006 showing the plan and complicated roof-lines. 
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Location. 
 
The Cross Hands Hotel is situated on the cross-roads of the A46 with the A432 and the 
B4040. The Cross Hands is directly adjacent to the east of Tetbury Road running north which 
becomes the Bath Road running south. To the west are the Badminton Road and a small lane 
called Hill Lane both dropping down the valley. To the east the B4040 (formerly the 
Badminton Road) climbs up the valley and appears to be un-named. 
 
NGR: ST7633281187 
 
The Cross Hands is Listed: 
 

 
©  Pat Dawson  

 

IoE Number: 34204. Location: CROSS HANDS HOTEL AND MOUNTING BLOCK, B4040  

SODBURY, SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Photographer: Pat Dawson. Date Photographed: 11 October 1999 

Date listed: 17 September 1952. Date of last amendment: 17 September 1952 

Grade II 

ST 78 SE SODBURY TETBURY ROAD 2/155 OLD SODBURY 17 9 52 Cross Hands Hotel and 

mounting block GV II  

Entrance elevation to B4040: Late C17. Rubble with ashlar dressings and quoins. Tiled roof 

with lowest 2 courses of Cotswold stone tiles. Coped verges, ashlar stacks.  

Three storeys. Four windows, mostly C19 2- and 3-light casements with stone mullions 

under drip moulds. One storey stone bay to left with glazing bar windows.  

Sundial and 2 fire insurance plaques between first and second window from left.  
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Two 2-storey extensions to right: rubble, mixed slate, Double Roman and Cotswold stone tile 

roofs; 4 glazing bar sash windows and a mixture of modern casements. Large vehicle 

openings on ground floor.  

West elevation to A46: Long range, originally at least 2 houses. Mid-late C18. Coursed 

squared, rubble. Tiled roof with lowest 2 courses of Cotswold stone tiles. Ashlar stacks. One 

and two storeys. Eight windows, all glazing bar sashes in moulded stone architraves. 

 At left, rendered segmental plan Tuscan portico between 2 bays, all with cornice and 

parapet. At right, 2-storey bay with parapet; 6 panelled door in moulded stone architrave 

under flat hood on stone scrolled brackets. Between door and bay a mounting block of 3 

steps. 

There is also a converted building to the south of the plot which for many years was a 

restaurant. This is not included in the study but here referenced for completeness. 

 
©  Pat Dawson 

IoE Number: 34205 

Location: FORMER STABLES AND BARN, 20 YARDS TO SOUTH OF CROSS HANDS HOTEL, 

TETBURY ROAD SODBURY, SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Photographer: Pat Dawson. Date Photographed: 11 October 1999 

Date listed: 29 July 1983. Date of last amendment: 29 July 1983 

Grade II 

ST 78 SE SODBURY TETBURY ROAD 2/156 OLD SODBURY Former stables and barn, 20 yds to 

south of Cross Hands Hotel GV II Late C17/early C18. Rubble, ashlar quoins. Double Roman 

tiled roof with coped verges and saddlestones. Long range, formerly of 4 windows, 2-light 

casements with stone mullions under dripstones. On first floor oculus windows in square 

openings and plain doors to loft. Ground floor doors (modern) are under the loft doors 

towards either end of the building. 
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The Cross Hands Hotel looking up the Tetbury Road. 

Description -General 

The Cross Hands Hotel is a very large stone built complex of buildings that has grown 

incrementally in most directions. The original two storey block with attic rooms is situated 

on the SW corner and from this the other builds have sprung. The division between each 

build is made quite clear by the change in the type of stonework, the presence of ashlar 

quoins or simple steps in the facade. 

In considering the changes in the build, the quality of the stone, its fabric and surface 

dressing was carefully examined along with the composition of the mortar that bonds it 

together. There are definite styling cues in the stonework especially in the door and window 

dressings and it can be seen that the building grew quite rapidly during the C18th and C19th 

whilst trying to maintain a consistency of appearance especially in the roadside facade. 

Most of the roof tiles have been replaced in the C20th but there remains some grey slate 

and also a few courses of riven Cotswold stone slates. The Listing of 1952 mentions vehicle 

openings in the south elevation but these have long gone being infilled to form hotel rooms. 

Inside the building has undergone two massive renovations resulting in substantial changes 

in the accommodation, the roof lines and the removal of many original partitions to be 

replaced with timber beams and RSJ’s clad in softwood boxes. 

This report is concerned with the changes proposed by the architect Joe Sampson on behalf 

of Greene King to the western and SW rooms on the ground floor. These rooms all have 

large cellars beneath which will be unaffected. 
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Site and ground floor plan of the Cross Hands by Sampson Architects. 2011. 
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Proposed scheme of internal changes to the Cross Hands by Sampson Architects. 2011. 
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Ground floor plan naming the rooms and ranges and annotated by BJHC to show proposed 

removal of material as part of scheme. 



                                                                         
 

 

Barry J Hillman-Crouch MStPA DipFA BSc HND. Tel. 0794 2010703. 

e-mail barry@hillman-crouch.fsnet.co.uk.  Website www.dowsingarchaeology.org.uk 

Page | 8 

 

The existing first floor plan - no changes are to be made. 
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Description - External 

 
The western elevation of the Cross Hands onto the Tetbury Road. 
 
The Western Elevation. 
 
 
The western elevation faces onto the Tetbury Road and comprises five distinct sections. To 
the north is a grand Georgian style portico with two plain pillars on square pediments 
flanked with two canted bay windows. Next is a two bay section with two upper and lower 
sash windows one of which is a blocked doorway. This was added to a three bay two storey 
section with three upper sash windows, a handsome stone door case and next a two storey 
canted bay window with a small dormer above added later. Finally is the two storey plus 
attic gable end of the original building on the SW corner with the flank of a C19th style 
canted bay window. 
 
The main range is all under one long roof finished with plain clay tiles with a few courses of 
riven stone tiles at the eaves. The rainwater goods all appear to be painted metal 
descending into C20th cast iron hoppers and down pipes.  
 
There are three chimneys built from ashlars to the same pattern. The central one has two 
ceramic louvered C20th chimney pots. The chimney on the gable end of the SW corner sits 
directly over a window so is either out of use or has a steeply sloped internal flue. It is 
known that the ground floor chimney is built to such a pattern and it is evident that the 
ground floor window has been blocked to insert the fireplace. 
 
Nestled against the two storey canted bay is the mounting block featured in the Listing 
which consists of three very deep steps carved from seriously large pieces of stone now 
much broken up. 
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The facade of the Upper Dining Room. 
 
The northernmost  build  corresponding to the Upper Dining Room is dominated by a grand 
Georgian flat roofed portico flanked by canted bay windows fitted with large pane unhorned 
sash windows. A semi-circular porch is supported on plain Tuscan style stone pillars on 
square pediments . The central door is now blocked and it appears to have been reversed 
with the handle on the right hand side and the lower flush panels set to the outside. 
 
The facade is built of ashlar blocks rendered over in thick lime plaster while the main wall is 
partly of rubble, dressed stones, some ashlars and dressed quoins. There is a vertical butt 
joint with the adjacent build and the rendered facade passes over the corner of the earlier 
stonework possibly hiding its original quoins. The circular porch is designed to project out 
into the road so that passengers arriving in carriages may step straight inside without 
muddying their feet. The grandness of the entrance has the hallmarks of an Assembly Hall or 
other important function room. 
 

      
Blocked door window frame compared to earlier build. Quoins show limits of builds. 
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The adjacent build corresponds to the Lower Dining Room and inside there is a considerable 
step down in the floor level. This section has four unhorned 6/6 pane sash windows with 
stone lintels and moulded stone frames. These all correspond in size and style to those in 
the next build corresponding to the Morning Room and may indicate that there was not very 
long between each development. The lower window next to the portico was originally a 
doorway and the quoins for the frame can be seen along with the blocking using different 
coloured stone and mortar. 
 
The break between builds is quite clearly demarcated by the quoins of each corner and the 
fact that there is a pronounced step in the facade. 
 

 
Six panel Georgian door under a flat canopy with console brackets. 
 
Set in the SW corner of the Morning Room is a handsome 6 panel Georgian style door. It has 
a wide dressed stone frame with moulded architrave under a flat stone canopy supported 
on stone scrolled console brackets and protected with lead sheet. There is an original brass 
knocker but all the rest of the door furniture is C20th. On the rear can be seen the scars for 
the I-L hinges it was originally hung on. 
 
There is a marked change in the stone work to the south of the door where good quality 
graded and dressed stones give way to poor quality random sized rubble. The pavement is 
laid with flagstones and there is a large three step mounting block, the top two steps of 
which are carved from one massive stone. 
 
Next to this is a two storey canted bay made of large dressed ashlars with very fine joints. 
The large pane 6/6 sashes have horns (or joggles) on the ground floor only indicating they 
are Victorian in design. 
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The western facade on a less sunny day. 
 
The end gable of the SW block has three off-centre stone framed windows. The lowest has 
been blocked to install a fireplace in the Main Bar. The first floor has a 6/6 pane sash but the 
central astragal has been lost in the upper sash and replaced with a full pane of glass. The 
attic floor window has a Tudor style stone label and replacement rolled steel casement 
windows with leaded lights. This matches the windows on the south facade. 
 

 
The southern elevation. 
 
Southern Elevation. 
 
The southern elevation is divided into a single large dwelling house defined by its stonework 
and quoins on the upper floors but appears to continue on the ground floor.  
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The impression is that there was the earlier building with a single storey addition bonded to 
the ground floor with the same style of stone framed doorways and labelled windows. The 
main building which incorporates the Beaufort Bar and Snug on the ground floor has four 
matched stone framed windows to the attic rooms with replacement leaded light iron 
casement windows with central stone mullions. 
 
The first floor has four similar windows but with dressed stone Tudor labels above. The two 
remaining  3 light windows on the ground floor also have replacement leaded light 
casements and Tudor labels. To the west there is a EC20th bay window extension 
presumably in place of an earlier casement window. This is executed in large sawn ashlars 
and has 6/6 pane horned sash windows with modern glass. 
 

  
Sundial and insurance disc above the door. Plain stone may have been a sign. 
 
The two entrance doors have heavy moulded stone lintels and jambs. The facade is not 
symmetrical but it is cohesive and it has been designed to incorporate a sundial with square 
face and roman numerals above the larger western doorcase. There is also a ‘Bath-Sun Fire’ 
insurance copper disc. The sundial although evidently old is secured with a bracket that was 
made after the corners of the face were smashed off and could have been placed there at 
anytime.  
 
Directly below it and above the larger door is a smooth square stone which was probably for 
a sign. Unfortunately a hole for a plastic waste pipe has been bored through it. The coursed 
rubble stonework bears the tools marks of many chisels and it is also evident that many of 
the larger stones have been pecked to receive plaster. It is highly likely that the whole 
building was rendered in the Georgian era according to the fashion of the time. 
 
The stonework of the central section housing the Reception and some of the hotel rooms is 
completely different to that of the Beaufort Bar. The stones are all squared, smooth faced 
and generally larger in comparison to the rubble sizes. The lower section however is a 
modern rebuild with two new three light casement windows and a canted bay in fresh sawn 
ashlar blocks. It is most likely here that the vehicle openings mentioned in the Listing used to 
be. The upper windows are all 6/6 large pane unhorned sashes set in plain stone frames. See 
photos following. 
 
The Reception block is clearly defined by a gable end where the roofline drops to the next 
block and the roof is clad in single Roman clay tiles in contrast to the plain clay tiles of the 
Beaufort Bar. 
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Reception and hotel room block. 
 

 
Modern hotel rooms. 
 
The eastern hotel block has been subject to an extensive C20th conversion which is more 
easily seen on the other side of the building. The windows are a collection of mismatched 
casements and top-hung lights on the upper floor and two paned, two light casements on 
the ground floor with plain stone frames. The lower stone work is all C20th. There is a stone 
relieving arch and other disruption to the coursing that indicates that there were once large 
openings in the base of the building probably for stabling or coaches. 
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Eastern elevation of the southern range. 
 
Eastern Elevation of the Southern Range. 
 
Looking at the gable end of the southern range it can be seen that to the south is a single 
storey C20th addition built in stone with a single roman clay tile roof. To the north is the 
mono-pitched roof of a C20th outshot extension which runs parallel to the southern range 
which is best understood from the northern elevation where it can be seen to rise to two 
storeys. 
 
The gabled end itself has been much rebuilt. The lower part has the coursed rubble finish of 
the main house while the upper part has larger well dressed stones and huge ashlar quoins. 
The windows are mismatched C20th casements with plate glass windows 
 

 
Northern elevation of the southern range. 
 
Northern Elevation of the Southern Range. 
 
The appearance is of a LC20th simplistic extension rendered on the ground floor and 
weather-boarded on the upper floor all implying a blockwork and timber construction. The 
windows are simple timber casements and are clearly inserted in the exposed stonework. 
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Northern elevation of the southern range is obscured by LC20th glass atrium. 
 
Northern Elevation of the Southern Range in the Courtyard. 
 
In the courtyard the rear of the Reception and the Beaufort Bar can seen together with a 
stone staircase up to the first floor where there is a good quality 6 panel Georgian style door 
set in a plain stone frame under a relieving arch. Beside the door is an inserted C20th 
casement window under a concrete lintel. The base of the staircase passes across a blocked 
doorway into the Snug of the Beaufort Bar.   
 
The stonework in the two sections is a reflection of that in the southern elevation and shows 
two distinct builds divided by a raised gable with a C20th rebuilt chimney stack at the apex. 
The roof of the Reception block is clad in grey slates in contrast to the single roman clay tiles 
on the other pents. The tiles on the back of the Beaufort Bar roof are a mixture of terracotta 
and dark ochre presumably accepted in the belief they would not be seen from the road. 
 
A LC20th glass and timber-framed atrium has been inserted into the courtyard to allow 
visitors to pass from the Reception to the hotel rooms and bar areas without going out in 
the rain. Previously the main C20th entrance was in the east wall of the west range where 
the atrium now leads. 
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The earlier C20th entrance to the hotel. Stained glass window to left in open area. 
 
Eastern Elevation of the West Range. 
 
Part of the eastern elevation is obscured by the modern atrium. This leads to an earlier 
C20th entrance which retains an illuminated sign previously marked HOTEL & RESTAURANT 
and once inside it quickly becomes obvious the present Waiting Room was the reception. To 
the south of the atrium is a replacement window with a modern stained glass window and 
below this the wall has been rebuilt. There may have been a door here but it is more likely 
there was a drop to the cellar below. 
 

 
The rear of the western range showing the variety of stone types in the three gables. 
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The rear of the western range is divided into three gables and then a double pile roof to the 
north. Above the Hotel entrance door there is a small 6/6 unhorned sash window with a 
moulded stone frame and placed centrally in the gable end is a larger one to the same 
pattern as those on the front of the building. The central gable has the same arrangement of 
upper windows giving the impression of a large bedroom with a smaller dressing room. 
 

 
Central gable with rebuilt ground floor. 
 
While the stonework in the upper part of the building is similar in the south and central 
gable it is evident that the two smaller windows have been inserted later than the larger 
ones as they are awkwardly placed and disrupt the coursing. The lower part of the central 
gable is a much later build using rectangular blocks and smooth regular unmoulded frames 
for C20th plain glass casements. The pointing is in grey cement and the work very much 
cleaner than the rest. The roof is clad with single roman clay tiles. 
 

 
The northern gable is almost entirely C20th 
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The northern gable and a short section under a double pile roof is almost entirely C20th. The 
upper section is made of modern sawn stone block and the windows have plain flush 
frames. The upper windows are an inelegant mix of a large horned sash and three smaller 
casement and top hung lights. There is then a lift of stone rubble bonded with grey cement 
above the door lintels. While the frames for the two ground floor horned sash windows 
appear weathered the door lintels are of fresh clean C20th stone and the doors are also 
C20th. Here the roof is tiled with single Roman tiles. 
 

   
Sash window hidden behind the chimney and trees at the rear of the western range. 
 
To the north of the Kitchen range is the rear of the western range. Set in the corner of the 
two ranges is an unhorned 6/6 pane sash window in a moulded stone frame under a shallow 
relieving arch. Next to this is a chimney stack that has been taken down to eaves height and 
repaired with clean modern stone. The quoins and remaining courses are quite weathered 
and irregular. 
 
In the end of the wall is a pair of C20th French doors under a large single pane light set in a 
plain stone frame under a relieving arch showing there was originally another sash window 
here. The stone coursing is a mix of dressed blocks and riven rubble with some very large 
irregular quoins and some very small dressed blocks. In this section the rear pile is roofed 
with grey slates while the valley pitch for the front pile has single Roman tiles. The rainwater 
goods are plastic supported on old rusty brackets. 
 

  
The northern elevation is rendered over. 
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The Northern Elevation 
 
The northern elevation of the western range comprises the gabled ends of the double piled 
roof which have been rendered over in grey cement and painted. There are two large pane 
C20th picture windows on the ground floor.  At the apex is a stone built chimney stack which 
matches all the others. 
 

 
The Kitchen range. 
 
The Kitchen Range 
 
The mono-pitched kitchen range is composed of parts of older buildings at its eastern end 
and a C20th block built to connect them to the western range. The C20th section is easily 
identified by its large clean sawn blocks which extend across the older builds and have also 
been used to build a replica chimney stack. 
 

 
Eastern section of the kitchen range. North elevation. 
 
In the northern elevation of the kitchen range can be seen a stone built gable off which a 
later build has been sprung. Into this build two C20th plate glass windows with top hung 
grilles have been fixed and the wall dressed with reused soft orange bricks set in grey 
cement. Above this are the regular blocks of the C20th Kitchen. 
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Gable end of the kitchen range and the alleyway with the central range to the left. 
 
At the end of the kitchen range is a C20th blockwork building rendered in hard cement. The 
roof has double roman cement tiles. The gable end is blank and the south elevation has two 
C20th doors and two small glass louvred windows and has all the charm of a toilet block. 
 

The central range eastern elevation. 
 
The Central Range 
 
The central range is an imposing stone built arm from the southern range. The eastern 
elevation is piecemeal with two upper stone window frames with central mullions both with 
C20th casements. On the ground floor there is a doorway to the south with a plain flush 
frame under a reliving arch and another to the west which has been filled in and a C20th 
plate glass window fitted. Besides this is a high level opening under a timber lintel without a 
frame which has also been blocked. In the centre of the elevation is an enormous concrete 
block formerly the base of a tank and the stonework indicates there was another doorway 
here. The external level has been brought up considerably. 
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Western elevation of the central range. 
 
On the western side of the central range facing the courtyard it can be seen the building is 
divided into two large ground floor rooms of which the northern one is full height without 
upper windows. These rooms house the boilers. The C19th doors are set in plain flush stone 
frames and the three light windows have stone mullions with moulded Tudor style labels. 
The stonework is of regular medium sized stone blocks with large quoins. The roof is of grey 
slates and there is a central ashlar built chimney stack to the same pattern as the others. 
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Description - Internal 
 
 The description is confined to those rooms for which it is proposed to make alterations to 
the fabric or where there are definite indications to the build period to support any 
conclusions made about the phasing of the building. It is evident that there were two great 
periods of modern refurbishment, once in the 1930’s and again in the 1970’s or 80’s. 
 

 
The Upper Dining Room looking SW. 
 
The Upper Dining Room, Rear Dining Room and Store. 
 
The Upper Dining Room is contained in the section of the building defined by the Georgian 
portico. It is dominated by its heavily moulded ceiling with roundels and florets. However 
this is a C20th replica made of plywood sheets and turned wooden plates. The florets are all 
bench cast in plaster. The mouldings are straight machined timbers. The original would have 
been in run moulded and bench worked plaster and as such full of flaws and slight 
irregularities. The present ceiling is machined perfect and taps hollow. 
 
There are few original features visible in the Upper Dining Room. There is a stone fireplace in 
the north wall that is one of a set of three. The others are in the Lower Dining Room and the 
Morning Room (see later description for photo). The two door cases that connect the Upper 
Dining Room with the Rear Dining Room appear original. To the south of the doorcases there 
is a projecting section of wall as though a fireplace might have been removed. The wall 
immediately to the south taps hollow and it is here that a new opening is proposed. 
 
In the Store currently used for food preparation and storage there is a high level structure in 
the western wall that must be the base of a chimney flue for the fireplace on the other side. 
Below this the wall also taps hollow corresponding to the other side and may well be a 
blocked former opening. Photos follow. 
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Original doorcases and projecting section of former fireplace. 
 

        
Chimney and section of wall selected for opening up in the Store. 
 

       
The replica ceiling is also in the Rear Dining Room 
 
The replica ceiling is also in the Rear Dining Room where it has been truncated by a C20th 
studwork partition clad with hardboard. The replica ceiling is not in the Store. 
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The Lower Dining Room looking south. Proposed opening ghosted in. 
 
The Lower Dining Room 
 
The Lower Dining Room is divided by a low C20th timber partition from the Upper Dining 
Room and is distinguished by the fact that the ceiling and floor level descends about 1.5m 
(5ft). It has the same replica ceiling and it is obvious that the dividing stone work has been 
removed to create the open space. Therefore there must be considerable timber or steel 
beams supporting the remaining partition. 
 
In the corner is the same stone fire surround as before and the corner flue is part of the 
same structure as that in the Morning Room and vents to the central chimney stack. 
 
It is proposed to insert a new opening that connects this room with the lobby of the cellar. 
This is shown ghosted in the above photograph. The wall here taps hollow and it is very 
likely there was originally a back door here to reach the cellar. See later description. 
 

 
The cellar lobby. The proposed opening is where the gas bottles are stored. 
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The Morning Room looking north. Black beams contain RSJ’s. 
 
The Morning Room 
 
The most striking feature in the Morning Room is the pseudo-distressed beams which are 
simply boxes to contain RSJ’s (Rolled Steel Joists). These beams run through the eastern 
walls which are built of medium density blockwork and across to the external wall. 
 

   
Blockwork revealed inside the cleaner’s cupboard. 
 
The structure which contains the cleaner’s cupboard and the alcove for the ATM (formerly a 
telephone booth) is made from blockwork finished with pink plaster. This was tested with a 
bolster inside the cleaner’s cupboard where the plaster was skimmed off and a small chunk 
of blockwork removed to confirm its composition. 
 
The steel and blockwork must all be LC20th when it was popular to open up sections of 
public houses to form large walk-through bars. 
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Original stone fireplace in the Morning Room. Brickwork has been refurbished. 
 
There is an elegant bolection moulded stone fire surround with plain pediments. This is one 
of a set and points to a wholesale refit in the C19th or later. The kerbs have been lost. 
 

 
The Waiting Room houses a huge safe. Blocked doorway in centre. 
 
The Waiting Room 
 
The Waiting Room must have been the Hotel reception at some time in the C20th. It houses 
a huge safe and there are doorways to the bars. That to the Main Bar has been blocked off. 
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Curtis & Fiddes fireproof safe. 
 
The safe was manufactured by Curtis & Fiddes of Lewins Mead, Bristol and is marked as a 
‘patent improved fireproof safe’. The style of manufacture would suggest it is Victorian or 
Edwardian. It is intended to retain it. 
 
The section of wall beside the blocked doorway has been identified for removal and it can be 
seen that it does not align with the main stone walls and taps hollow. It is most likely part of 
the LC20th refit of the Main Bar. 
 

The Main Bar (known as the Beaufort Bar) looking NW. Note heavy beams replacing walls. 
 
The Main Bar and Snug. 
 
The Main Bar is a creation of the LC20th when it was fashionable to open up previously 
discrete bars, (public, saloon, snug etc) into large open areas. 



                                                                         
 

 

Barry J Hillman-Crouch MStPA DipFA BSc HND. Tel. 0794 2010703. 

e-mail barry@hillman-crouch.fsnet.co.uk.  Website www.dowsingarchaeology.org.uk 

Page | 29 

 
The Main Bar looking E into the Snug. Walls have been removed but beams appear original. 
 
Large sections of walls have been removed and a tripartite beam inserted between the Main 
Bar and the Canted Bay to support the weight of the upper floors. A similar beam is also 
visible between the Morning Room and the Waiting Room. The curious distressing indicates 
that these are boxes for RSJ’s.  Traversing the Main Bar are two heavy chamfered pit sawn 
timber beams which are probably original. Another is visible in the Snug. 
 
The bar and all its fittings are LC20th and of no particular merit being sheets of plywood with 
applied architraves to form panels. There is a large lump of masonry in the NE corner. 
 

  
The fireplaces in the Main Bar and Snug are identical. 
 
There are two identical fireplaces in the Main Bar and Snug with stone surrounds with 
moulded Tudor arches and painted brick hearths. Although Victorian in concept there is no 
reason to suppose they are any older than the LC20th refit as they show very little wear. The 
fireplace in the Snug has lost its stone kerb.  
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Barrel backed cupboard and walk-throughs with wrought steel gates. 
 
In the NW corner of the Canted Bay there is a Georgian style barrel backed cupboard. 
Although likely to be in an original position the construction is of a C20th replica with 
machined panels and brass hinges. The shelves appear original but the back may be 
hardboard instead of the sections of planed wood in an original. The lower cupboard is 
entirely C20th. The proposed works do not intend to affect this fixture. 
 

   
LC20th wrought steel gate. Glazed door into the staircase up to the first floor. 
 
The two walk-throughs into the Morning Room are protected with a pair of wrought mild 
steel gates with humming bird and flower motifs. These are LC20th and while well made are 
not particularly remarkable. It is the Landlady’s intention to reuse them. Beside the eastern 
walk-through is the glazed C20th door to the first floor staircase. This is panelled in the style 
of the 1930’s and the first floor banister has modern replacement stick balusters. However, 
the upper part which leads to the Manager’s flat has the original stick balusters and 
hardwood handrail of a Georgian servant’s staircase. 
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Modern clad fire door.                                           Georgian door updated in the 1950’s 
 

   
1930’s Art Deco door.                                            Georgian two panel servant’s doors. 
 
The First Floor 
 
The First Floor is not subject any material alteration other than decoration under the 
proposed scheme and the rooms are all decorated to a modern taste. However, the doors 
are quite interesting. Most of the doors are 1930’s Art Deco panelled doors and point to a 
massive refit in that era which would tie into the insertion of the rooms above the Lower 
Dining Room. Most of the hotel rooms have these doors. 
 
There is also a 1950’s Victorian style four panelled door which on close inspection is actually 
a Georgian two panelled servant’s door updated with applied timber. The roadside rooms 
above the Lower Dining Room also have these doors which must be reused when the 
corridor was inserted. Normally they are for closets and cupboards that the servant’s would 
use. 
 
Other Historic Fabric on the upper floors. 
 
The only clue to the age of the buildings seen in the rooms was a single chamfered and 
stopped beam in Room 5. This is quite narrow and probably C18th. In the Manager’s flat is 
the Georgian stick baluster stem staircase and above this can be seen a small section of the 
side purlin roof with flat 6in wide rafters. The fact that the rafters are on the flat points to a 
construction date in the C16th rather than later. 
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Composite plan showing the position of the cellars beneath the ground floor 
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Stairs down into the cellar with barrel slide. Note lath and plaster wall panel. 
 
The Cellars 
 
The Cellars themselves are not subject to any changes but they are important in 
understanding the evolution of the building. The current entrance is from the courtyard but 
there are also steps down from the Main Bar now blocked off. The courtyard cellar entrance 
has been created by partially dismantling the vaulted roof of the stone built cellar beneath 
the Lower Dining Room effectively taking out a long slice of stonework. At the same time a 
large section of the wall above has been removed. This has been replaced with riven lath 
and plaster clad studwork partition through which the back of modern panelling is visible. 
 

 
Lath and plaster studwork wall exposed in the Cellar drop. 
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The north cellar looking north. 
 

 
The north cellar looking south. Note the change in the roof structure. 
 
The north cellar below the Upper Dining Room has two distinct components being different 
in height and span. There is no structure above to account for this as one would expect the 
change to be under a dividing wall. The flat stone vaults follow the same profile but are 
offset. The walls are extremely thick at about four feet and have two vents or chutes to the 
roadside now covered by the portico. 
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Cellar beneath the Lower Dining Room looking north. 
 

 
Cellar beneath the Lower Dining Room looking south. 
 
The cellar beneath the Lower Dining Room is narrower than the previous one and it also has 
two vents to the roadside. While the walls are built of coursed stone rubble all the vaults are 
of very regular brick like stone blocks. 
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Cellar beneath the Morning Room. Note acro-props. 
 

 
Detail of the supporting beam. 
 
The cellar beneath the Morning Room is not vaulted but has a suspended timber floor held 
on a transverse main joist which is deep chamfered and plain stopped. The beam has failed 
in the LC20th and is supported with a steel cradle and acro-props one of which is cemented 
into the floor. The eastern end is supported with a reused formed timber prop of 
indeterminate age. 
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Connecting tunnel into Cellar C beneath the Morning Room. Note wall niche for lamp. 
 

 
Connecting tunnel into cellar beneath the Waiting Room. Another lamp niche to the right. 
 
There are connecting tunnels between the cellars under the Morning Room, Canted Bay and 
Waiting Room. There remains a C19th door labelled Cellar C (under the Morning Room) 
showing the direction of approach was originally from the stone stairs that lead up to the 
Main Bar. 
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Stone stairs up to the Main Bar. 
 

   
Opening in the cellar beneath the Waiting Room. Wall scar indicates former staircase. 
 

   
Vaulted ceiling removed and replaced with C19th joists. LC20th reflooring over stairwell. 
 
The cellar beneath the Waiting Room extends east out into the courtyard at the foot of the 
stone staircase. The cellar was originally vaulted but the roof was crudely removed and the 
floor replaced with LC19th sawn joists which were then whitewashed. It is likely there was a 
drop from the courtyard and the opening has been reinforced with a now very rusty RSJ. 
Externally the opening has been sealed with precast concrete beams. 
 
There is a scar down the southern wall indicating a staircase was once here and above the 
floor has been remade in fresh LC20th timber implying this was part of the LC20th refit 
indicated by the other work in the Main Bar. 
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Cellar beneath the Canted Bay looking west. Note RSJ and concrete racking. 
 
The cellar beneath the Canted Bay has a low ceiling composed of C20th sawn softwood and 
there is a rusty RSJ also spanning the room. The rubble coursed walls are lined with precast 
concrete racking but there are also scars for previous divisions probably in brick. 
 
Timber marks, Apotropaic Marks and Graffiti 
 

   
Graffiti on the window cill of the Snug. 
 
The only definite marks found during the survey were the fine collection of carvings on the 
window cill of the Snug. Although some are clearly recent most appear in font, execution 
and content to be of the C19th and perhaps earlier. Some exhibit quality craftsmanship such 
as the initials F.H.C neatly scribed in Times New Roman while others are more vernacular. 
There are a large number of W’s commonly thought of as apotropaic marks representing the 
Virgin of Virgins. However many people’s names began with W. There are also several 5 
pointed stars which may have significance. Presumably this room was an idler’s paradise. 
 
 



                                                                         
 

 

Barry J Hillman-Crouch MStPA DipFA BSc HND. Tel. 0794 2010703. 

e-mail barry@hillman-crouch.fsnet.co.uk.  Website www.dowsingarchaeology.org.uk 

Page | 40 

Topographical Survey from Maps. 
 
Some of the following maps were viewed and photographed at the Gloucestershire Record 
Office and as such are subject to camera lens distortion. 
 

    
1790 Estate map by Geo. Hicks. Inset reoriented to north showing the Cross Hands. 
 
In 1790 a map was produced with the title ‘ A Plan of the Sodbury Hill District of Road from 
the CROSS-HANDS to the Stone Pillars Surveyed by Geo. Hicks in Septr 1790.’ The building is 
shown in that peculiar mix of plan and elevation that was favoured before orthographic 
planning became the norm. The building is shown with a rear range and the elevation to the 
road clearly has a large opening for the wagons to pass through. Another smaller building is 
shown to the east. Clearly the extensions to the north of the Cross Hands are not present 
and neither are the Stables near the Badminton Road. 
 

  
1813 Estate Map of C.Codrington Esq. Inset reoriented to north showing the Cross Hands. 
 
‘Plan of an Estate in the Parish of Old Sodbury in the County of Gloucester late the Property 
of Thomas Jones Esq. but purchased by C. Codrington Esq. and taken possession of at Lady 
Day 1813. Surveyed by F. Dowding.’  The Cross Hands is shown extended to the north with a 
considerable outbuilding to the east and the Stables in position to the south. The Cross 
Hands is shown without the portico but this may have been a simplification of the surveyor 
who was more interested in the lands belonging to Christopher Codrington. However the 
other buildings on the map are closely detailed. 
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1840 Tithe Map. 
 
The 1840 Tithe Map seems to have been reused in 1862 for a Confirmed Altered 
Apportionment dated 30th Jany 1862. This accounts for the name J L Bennet being drawn all 
over the plots.  In 1840 the site was described as Plot 71 - Cross Hands Inn & pics,  Plot 541 - 
Garden Orchard & Plantn, Plot 72 - Allotment in North Field, Plot 74 - The Garden and Plots 
65,66 & 75 - Northfield.  These all belonged to Isaac John Crilock and was occupied by 
Charles Beaton. 
 
The Cross Hands is shown in some detail. The building is shown divided into three units. The 
western elevation to the road shows two rounded extensions which could correspond to the 
portico and the canted bay window. It is also shown that there was another large extension 
to the north, itself with a small adjunct.  
 
The southern range is shown as much wider than today and it must be assumed that most of 
this has been subsequently lost without scarring the fabric and was therefore probably in 
timber.  If the proportions are correct then the western range has also been widened since 
the previous map. A small porch is shown on the SW corner. 
 
There is also a small cluster of structures to the NE corresponding to the modern day 
Kitchen. The outbuildings to the east been reconfigured since 1813. 
 
 



                                                                         
 

 

Barry J Hillman-Crouch MStPA DipFA BSc HND. Tel. 0794 2010703. 

e-mail barry@hillman-crouch.fsnet.co.uk.  Website www.dowsingarchaeology.org.uk 

Page | 42 

    
1886 First Edition Ordnance Survey. Inset - OS benchmark flush bracket. 
 
By the time of the 1st Edition OS in 1886 the northern extension had been removed and the 
section with the portico shown as a separate unit.  The southern range has been slimmed 
back down to allow the building of a rear range parallel to the western one. The southern 
range is shown divided into four units and a staircase is depicted where it still is today. The 
small cluster of outbuildings to the NE are more obviously animal pens and shelters. 
 
The biggest change is the removal of the outbuildings to the east and the appearance of two 
ponds. A well is shown south of the Cross Hands and a bench mark of 555.8ft marked on the 
corner of the Stables where it is still marked with a metal plaque installed during the 2nd 
Geodetic Survey and is known as a flush bracket. 
 

 
1903 2nd edition Ordnance Survey 
 
By 1903 the only real change is the addition of an L-shaped range on the north of the 
building.  A letter box (LB) is shown outside the hotel. 
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1924 Ordnance Survey 
 
The 1924 OS map has some anomalies that are common in the later editions. The bay 
window on the SW corner is shown in this plot but not that on the western elevation shown 
in all the preceding maps. The external stairs are not shown although they must still be in 
place. 
 
The major development is that of the buildings to the east linking the Cross Hands to the 
Stables possibly with a passageway through the centre. To the north the building added 
before 1903 has been removed and it must be considered that by now the horse is being 
superseded by the motor car and the associated buildings are no longer required. 
 

 
1978 Ordnance Survey 
 
The next available OS map is from 1978 and by the now the quality of the mapping is much 
reduced. The present day Kitchen is now in place. The eastern range has been broken 
through and the entrance to the site brought onto the B4040. The rear stairs have 
reappeared but the present extensions to the NE of the south range and the glass courtyard 
buildings have not yet been built. 
 
 



                                                                         
 

 

Barry J Hillman-Crouch MStPA DipFA BSc HND. Tel. 0794 2010703. 

e-mail barry@hillman-crouch.fsnet.co.uk.  Website www.dowsingarchaeology.org.uk 

Page | 44 

Phasing the Development of the Building 
 

 
 
Phase 1 - C16th. 
 
Although there are no C16th maps available to show the Cross Hands in place, the character 
of the rafters in the roof and the chamfered beams in the Main Bar suggest that the earliest 
part of the Inn was built then. The Main Bar and Snug are all one build and the coursing of 
the stonework on the lower floor suggests that the Reception block was built at the same 
time although very little original fabric appears to survive. 
 
Externally the iron casement windows with Tudor labels support a date in the 1500’s rather 
than later. Internally there are no features remaining from this period. One would expect a 
central firestack and there is a considerable block of masonry in the corner of the bar which 
may be the remnant of this but it is encased in plaster and paint and there is no intention to 
disturb it. 
 
 

  
Phase 2. C17th to 1790. 
 
By the time that Geo. Hicks made his plan of the Sodbury Hill District in 1790 the Cross 
Hands had become L-shaped in plan. The problem is that his representation is not entirely in 
plan. The only fabric that can be truly assigned to this period is the chamfered beam in the 
cellar beneath the Morning Room and this cannot be used to date the cellar itself or the 
rooms above. 
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Phase 3. 1790-1813. 
 
When F.Dowding completed his plan in 1813 the Cross Hands is shown as considerably 
enlarged with two new large outbuildings. Evidently business had boomed throughout the 
Napoleonic Wars which ended (albeit temporarily) in the previous year. The building was 
enlarged incrementally going up the hill but the same architectural approach was adopted 
resulting in a conformity of window and door details. The main 6 panelled Georgian style 
front door was installed under a handsome doorcase facing the roadside. 
 
The plan does not show the Tuscan portico and it is more than likely that it was added later. 
The vaulted cellar under the Upper Dining Room is not wide enough to reach the road under 
the portico resulting in the vents being blocked when it was built. The other cellars had to be 
built at the same time as the buildings above them and the vaults are all to the same 
pattern.  There was a fireplace with external chimney in the east wall of the Upper Dining 
Room implying it was originally two rooms. The section highlighted in the south range is so 
heavily rebuilt that it is unlikely it is possible to identify any original fabric positively. 
 

  
Phase 4. 1813 to 1840. 
 
The 1840 Tithe Award map clearly shows the portico and the canted bay on the west 
elevation.  The west range has increased in width and this corresponds to the Rear Dining 
Room, Cellar Lobby and the toilets currently in-situ. There is another building north of the 
Upper Dining Room and the south range is shown considerably wider but these structures 
have all been removed without trace. There is also shown a small porch like structure on the 
SW corner where the bay window is today (but that is definitely C20th). 
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Phase 5. 1840 to 1886. 
 
Between the time of the Tithe Award map and the First Edition OS map the north side of the 
south range was removed and the east range was built. The OS map also shows steps up to 
the first floor so we can surmise that the upper floor was also inserted or at least 
remodelled. The build is characterised by plain window and door frames under relieving 
arches. 
 
On both maps there is a little cluster of buildings to the NW which are probably loose boxes 
and pig pens. Although parts of these are later built into the Kitchen range in the C20th it is 
impossible to identify each small element and its original period. The large building to the 
north of the west range has vanished by 1886. 
 

   
1903 and 1924 OS maps. 
 
Phase 6. 1886 - 1924. 
 
The 1903 OS Map shows that another building made a brief appearance attached to the 
north of the west range but was gone by 1924. It may have been after then that the gable 
end was first rendered over to cover the damaged stonework. On the SW corner the bay 
window is shown by 1924 and the good quality of the sawn stones certainly supports a date 
then. 
 
A range of buildings linking the Cross Hands to the Stables was built and the OS shows a rear 
road entrance so it is likely they were extra accommodation or garages for motor cars which 
by now had almost completely superseded horse drawn vehicles. 
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Phase 7. The Early C20th. 
 
Although the plan of the site did not change noticeably there was a huge refit of the site in 
the 1930’s. This is indicated by the good quality Art Deco doors fitted to most of the hotel 
rooms. Also there is the introduction of RSJ’s into the cellars as repairs and changes of 
format were made. The illuminated Hotel and Restaurant sign above the entrance to the 
Waiting Room and the impressive safe may have been put in then as part of a new 
reception. There are two Art Deco stained glass windows dating to that era. 
 
The rear of the west range was rebuilt with a new gable executed in fresh stone pointed up 
in grey cement and the doors to the Cellar and the First Floor from the courtyard put in. At 
some point the actual drop with the barrel ladder was put in and the walls made good with 
lath and plaster. The plaster could be from the 1930’s and the studwork is straight machined 
timber to match the door frames and the structure of the little hatch. The space now 
occupied with gas bottles was also a doorway but has been subsequently blocked. 
 
The stone steps from the Main Bar were blocked off and it appears there was another 
staircase that dropped into the cellar under the Waiting Room and there may have been a 
barrel drop from just outside near the stone staircase. 
 
The French doors into the garden from the Rear Dining Room also appear to be of this time. 
 

  
Dark blue shows removed walls.    1978 OS shows Kitchen range. 
 
Phase 8. Late C20th. 
 
By 1978 the Kitchen range had been built and connected to the Upper Dining Room. 
 
In the 1970 and 80’s it became very fashionable to open up the poky little rooms of public 
houses and create large open spaces to maximise the retail opportunity. It meant sweeping 
away the class structure of the public and saloon barn and creating an opportunity for sports 
bars with Sky TV (or equivalent). This meant the wholesale removal of large sections of walls. 
 
In the Main Bar and Waiting Room two major supporting walls have been removed and 
replaced with triple RSJ’s hidden in distressed wooden boxes. In the Morning Room the 
whole ceiling is supported on single RSJ’s also boxed in. The central one passes over a 
blockwork structure built to house the telephone booth and cleaner’s cupboard, 
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The dividing wall between the Upper and Lower Dining Rooms has been removed and a fake 
Georgian style ceiling executed in timber fitted in both halves and the Rear Dining Room. 
The hotel has a photo showing the roundels and florets picked out in red having been newly 
decorated. Two large picture windows were placed either side of the northern fireplace 
looking out into the garden and the gable end re-rendered in grey cement and painted. 
 
The fireplaces have all been rebuilt. The two in the Main Bar appear too fresh to be reused 
while the matching stone surrounds in the Dining Rooms and Morning Room are more 
authentically C19th.  
 
It might be assumed that somewhere with the local planning authority there is lodged the 
plans for the conversion done in the LC20th. A trawl through these if they still exist might be 
invaluable. 
 
 
Further note on the Main Bar and Snug Fireplaces. 
 
It is evident that at some point in the C19th the chimneys were built into the ends of the 
Main Bar and the Snug. The blocked window in the west gable end and the peculiar sloping 
flues show this was not the original design. More likely the fireplace was in the centre of the 
original building as already discussed in Phase 1. 
 
Ascribing a closer phasing is not really possible as it could have been done as part of any of 
the C19th refurbishments. The fire surrounds themselves are Victorian in character but too 
sharp and undamaged to be old. 
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Discussion on the proposed scheme of alterations by Joe Sampson architects. 
 

 
 
The architect has shown a particularly light hand in his proposals avoiding the removal of 
obviously historic fabric. 
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In considering the work from north to south: 
 
1. It is proposed to open up one of the plate glass window apertures in the north wall of the 
Upper Dining Room to create French windows into the garden independent of the Rear 
Dining  Room . This would involve the removal of a small section of stonework that may date 
to between 1790 and 1830 in origin. However, this wall has had several buildings erected 
against it and then removed and as a consequence has been rendered over to hide the 
damaged stonework. The proposed works should not compromise the historic fabric which 
is now hidden. 
 
2. It is proposed to remove the C20th hardboard partition which has no historic value and 
actually spoils the replica ceiling in the Rear Dining Room. There can be no objection to this. 
 
3. It is proposed to open a doorway into the Store from the Upper Dining Room. This wall 
dates to between 1790 and 1830 in origin. However the wall appears hollow and a former 
chimney stack has been removed leaving only the upper part and the wall made good. As 
the fabric is already disrupted it should be acceptable to allow this. 
 
4. It is proposed to open a doorway into the Kitchen from the Store. This wall dates from 
1813 to 1840 and is part of a rear extension. The original form has been compromised by 
later works and a new opening will only result in loss of some hidden stonework. 
 
5. It is proposed to remove the C20th partition. This has no historic value. 
 
6. It is proposed to open a doorway into the Cellar Lobby to allow passage from the Lower 
Dining Room to the courtyard. This part of the wall rings hollow and it is highly likely there 
was an earlier opening allowing the same route which has been modernly blocked up. 
 
7. It is proposed to remove the unit containing the cleaner’s cupboard and telephone booth. 
This is constructed of medium density blockwork and must be part of the LC20th changes 
involving the insertion of steel beams into the Morning Room ceiling. There should be no 
objection to removing this. 
 
8. It is proposed to remove the C20th bar fittings. They are LC20th of indifferent quality and 
do not contribute to the historic layout of the building. 
 
9. It is proposed to remove a short section of wall and blocked former doorway into the 
Main Bar. These are C20th and of no historic value. 
 
10. It is proposed to remove the profiled pillar in the centre of the walkway from the Waiting 
Room to the Morning Room. Given its position close to the tripartite beam it is highly likely 
the cement rendered column is modern and part of the remodelling of the 1980’s. 
 
The proposals steer clear of removing the more interesting modern features such as the 
safe, the barrel backed cupboard and seek to make better use of the available space. 
Certainly the reversal of modern flimsy partitions is to be commended. 
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The Cross Hands Hotel, Tetbury Road, Old Sodbury, Glos. 
 Watching Brief on historic fabric uncovered during works in January 2013. 

Surveyed 12 01 2013. 
 
 
 
 
Scope of this Report. 
 
This report details areas of historic fabric identified during a previous survey and reported 
upon in ‘The Cross Hands Hotel, Tetbury Road, Old Sodbury, Glos. Description and analysis of 
the southern rooms subject to a development proposal by Greene King. Surveyed 23 07 
2011’.  
 
The original study was also written by Barry Hillman-Crouch in advance of the planning 
application to renovate and alter the interior of the building to modernise and improve the 
retail areas of the business. The study covers the development and phasing of the building 
as well as close descriptions of the fabric. This report is appended as Appendix 1 so that it 
does not become divorced from the archive that requires the whole to be placed on the 
OASIS database. 
 
The areas under further study are delineated in the following diagram and were inspected 
after opening up or plaster removal was undertaken preparatory to the major works. The 
exposed surfaces were photographed and written notes made on the fabric and associated 
dimensions of component parts. 
 
Prior to the survey the bar and backfitting in the Beaufort Bar, identified as LC20th, was 
entirely removed. 
 
Summary. 
 
The fabric exposed concurred with the findings of the original study. Of interest was the 
discovery of a former unknown fireplace that had been partly dismantled and converted into 
a closet in the EC20th. The remaining stonework, some of it repositioned later, belonged to 
Phase 4 dating to between 1813 and 1840. The style and design of the fireplace also 
corresponded with another partly dismantled fireplace visible in the east wall of the Upper 
Dining Room of the same phase. 
 
The first had been decommissioned during the 1930’s refit of the building and the 
plasterwork of this period was combined with a dense black cinder that made it easy to 
identify the extent of the works that covered the alterations, blocking and inserted 
brickwork. The second was infilled in the LC20th and hidden with pink skim plaster on EML. 
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Proposed works. The red blocks denote the fabric to be removed. Items 2, 5, 7 and 8 are 

definitely LC20th. Please note that item 6 was not implemented but small areas of fabric 

were exposed by the removal of the light fitting. 

Descriptions. Each area is described in the order of the annotated plan. 
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1. Opening in the north wall of the Upper Dining Room. 

 
Looking N in the Upper Dining. A small section of wall was removed to create a doorway. 

 
Section of rubble stonework 24in thick exposed on the west side of the opening. 

A section of wall 24in thick by 28in deep and 72in wide beneath the existing window was 

removed. This revealed a section on both sides of loose rubble stone bonded with a beige 
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sandy cement. The stone was riven into thin slabs and some larger, more ragged lumps of 

stone were set in a random bond. The exterior of the wall had an inch thick layer of cement 

render which had also been used to patch the area where the stone had been removed to 

create the window. The interior was finished with pink skim plaster. 

2. Removal of a LC20th studwork partition. 

 
The Rear Dining Room looking S. The removal left a minor scar on the floor and ceiling. 

The removal of the studwork wall, described by the workmen as ‘a temporary plasterboard 

screen’ left a shadow on the floor and a minor decorative scar in the ceiling. The ceiling has 

been identified as LC20th, part of a 1970’s refurbishment scheme so the studwork partition 

was even more recent. 

Of more interest is the fabric uncovered when the finishes were removed from the doorway 

exposing not only the original fabric but the later EC20th replastering. Here there is a 

sequence that shows the original ashlar stonework laid with three narrow timber strakes in 

the door jambs to receive panelling. One early architrave has been left in-situ painted 

Georgian duck egg green.  

The panelling was then removed, the ashlars pecked for plasterwork and the edges beaded 

with timber rods to receive EC20th hard lime plaster containing charcoal fragments as a 

pozzolanic. The lintel was lathed over with straight riven laths and finished with the same 

render. Photos follow: 
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The doorway to the kitchen before the removal of the C20th architrave. Looking E. 

 
Exposed surfaces showing extensive LC20th replastering. Looking E. 
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Detail of the southern jamb. Note beaded edge, timber strakes and pecked stonework. 

 
Detail of the door lintel showing riven laths and EC20th charcoal rich render. Looking E. 
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3. Opening through the east wall of the Upper Dining Room. 

 
An existing opening was revealed below a narrow timber lintel in the SE corner. 

 
The opening has been blocked with LC20th Fletton style bricks. 

During the original survey it was noted that a fireplace had been dismantled and blocked in 

the SE corner of the Upper Dining Room, its presence being indicated by the remains of the 

truncated chimney flue in the Store. It is most likely it was a corner mounted fireplace, 

similar to that in the Lower Dining Room. 
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Detail showing the original ashlar blocks forming the fireplace. 

The opening is spanned by a 6ft long timber, only 4in deep and so unlikely to be a 

bressummer. It is more likely a timber strake to fasten panelling or battens to. To the north 

edge is a finely cut ashlar block which may have been part of a stone moulded bressummer. 

Two of the ashlars forming the jamb have been drilled for wooden pegs, again to secure 

panels or frames. 

The stone work is finished with the charcoal rich render seen in the former kitchen doorway 

which is EC20th. The doorway has subsequently been blocked with pink Fletton bricks, 

65x110x220mm bedded in sandy beige cement. The surface has then been clad with EML 

and finished with pink skim. This work is LC20th, most likely in the 1970’s. More pink skim is 

visible on the step down in the ceiling between the two dining rooms but this overlays the 

riven laths and charcoal render from the EC20th work higher up. 

The sequence suggested is that there was a corner fireplace in the Upper Dining Room that 

was turned into a doorway in the 1930’s and was later blocked when the dividing wall was 

removed between the dining rooms in the 1970’s. 

Supporting this contention is a very similar sequence in the cleaner’s cupboard off the 

Morning Room detailed later under Item 7. 
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Looking N at the Upper Dining Room floor. Note stone and brick piers. 

 
Detail of the stone and brick floor piers. 

Also of interest is the structure of the Upper Dining Room floor which was revealed. 

Originally the floor was suspended on brick rubble piers of the same construction as the 

exterior walls. These were superseded by EC20th brickwork bonded with a deep grey 

mortar. The floor itself is made from 2x4in machined softwood with tongue and grooved 

boards. Many pencil marked offcuts were dumped under the floor by lazy workers. 

 



                                                                         
 

 

Barry J Hillman-Crouch MStPA DipFA BSc HND. Tel. 0794 2010703. 

e-mail barry@hillman-crouch.fsnet.co.uk.  Website www.dowsingarchaeology.org.uk 

Page | 60 

4. Opening through the east wall of the Store. 

 
Enhanced mobile phone photograph of the interior of the east wall of the Store. 

The Store had not been stripped at the time of the survey and so photographs were supplied 

by the site manager a week or so later. It was revealed that there was a reused floor joist 

inserted into the wall as a lintel to a former opening, subsequently blocked with the same 

type of ashlar stonework as the rest of the wall. The butt joint was clearly visible. 

The 6x6in lintel had refined entry mortices on both sides for floor joists. The height of the 

lintel was only 4 feet from the ground so it can be supposed that it was a former entrance to 

the cellars below or perhaps part of a coal bunker. 

A photograph of the exterior (following) shows that the stonework was cement plastered in 

the EC20th and again in the LC20th with pink skim. 
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Photograph of the exterior of the Store wall taken as works progressed. 
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5. Removal of Kitchen lobby screen. 

 
The Kitchen lobby partition looking E. 

 
Detail of the Celcon blockwork. Looking E. 

The Kitchen lobby partition is built of Celcon medium density blockwork bedded with 

cement mortar and finished with pink skim plaster. LC20th. 
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6. Proposed opening through the east wall of the Lower Dining Room. (Abandoned). 

 
Removed light fitting exposes the dark grey render used to refinish the walls. 

        
Detail of the dark grey render in the light fitting.       Note on the Lower Dining Room wall. 

In the original design proposal provision was made to open a doorway out into the courtyard 

from the Lower Dining Room. This has been abandoned. Close to the position of the 

proposed opening the removal of the light fittings has revealed that the walls have been 

rendered with a dark grey brieze rich plaster as a scratch coat. Other openings show that the 

entire room and parts of the Morning Room have been treated with this dark plaster in 

which is buried the earlier style of red/black/green wiring. This is a common type of plaster 

in Wales where large amounts of slag waste were historically available. 

The top coat is a light coloured lime based mortar burnished to a smooth floated finish and 

then painted. On the west wall is a pencilled note ‘M Ranger, Hawkesbury, Nov 24th, Jan 30th 

in an EC20th hand. 
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7. Cleaner’s Closet and Telephone Booth. 

Looking E in the Morning Room at the rear of the Cleaner’s Closet. 

 
Looking NE in the Morning Room. 

Removing the finishes in the Morning Room revealed that some historic stonework 

remained in the east wall. Bolted to this was an armature of RSJ’s (Rolled Steel Joists) that 

have been used to arrest the sagging timber ceiling beams. The freshness of the steel and in 

particular the type of anodised fittings suggests this was done in the last 20 years or so. 
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Looking up to the NE in the Morning Room. The RSJ supports the earlier beam. 

 
The beam over the fireplace is a fibreglass fake. 

The steelwork is hung off the walls rather than transferring the weight downwards. The 

beams that line the ceiling perimeter are made of fibreglass. 
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The Cleaner’s Closet looking S. The stonework is a surround for a fireplace. 
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Detail of the remaining stone fire surround. Looking W. Note the groove for a mantel shelf. 
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Looking W up into the chimney flue inside the closet. 

The Cleaner’s Closet and Telephone Booth have been constructed from the remnants of a 

stone built fireplace that opened to the east. Parts of the original stone surround are still in 

place and the timber bressummer remains. The stone surround has been partly dismantled 

and some of the stone built back into the blocking which is made with pink/orange EC20th 

70x110x230mm hard engineering bricks set in dark grey mortar and rendered over with the 

same.  

The fireplace was originally exactly 6ft wide, 62in deep to the soffit and 6ft exactly to a 

groove delineating the mantel shelf. The 7x6in timber lintel is chamfered on the underside. 

The stonework above the bressummer has original timber wedges to receive panelling while 

the jambs have been drilled for wooden pegs to attach the door frame for the closet. 

The chimney flue was blocked off with 2x4in softwood joists with machined softwood laths 

fixed with galvanised nails. The narrow flue ascends in a long curve and is secreted within 

the wall above. The stonework was battened over with similar laths and charcoal rich render 

used to finish. 

A second episode of battening and concealing the earlier lath ceilings was undertaken in the 

LC20th, again in the 1970’s and certainly before Phillips head screws became the norm as all 

the superstructure is fixed with slot headed woodscrews. The Telephone Booth dates to this 

period and it is constructed from Celcon blocks. The passageway cut through the wall 

leading to the WC’s is lined with Celcon blocks and has a thin steel reinforced concrete lintel. 

The later ceilings are of plasterboard fixed with galvanised nails. 
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8 &9 Bar and Backfitting – dividing wall. 

 
The removal of the bar revealed a LC20th stone pillar and an EC20th doorway. Looking E. 

 
The earlier doorway is outlined by brickwork and a very thin lintel. Looking N. 

The removal of the bar and its backfitting revealed a LC20th stone pillar characterised by 

precise fitting sawn ashlar blocks pecked for pink skim plaster and chased for electric cables. 

This supports a tripartite RSJ and an original timber main joist. Chasing back the plaster 

showed that the original stone wall had previously been altered in the EC20th using the 

same bricks and dark grey plaster as seen elsewhere. 
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The north side of the bar wall showing a previous blocking of a doorway. Looking S. 

Detail of the blocked doorway between the Waiting Room and the Bar. 

Stripping off the pink skin plaster in the Waiting Room revealed a previously blocked 

doorway in the bar wall. Exactly 3ft wide and 7ft high under a thin timber lintel the blocking 

was done using ashlar rubble and some older red brick bats. The lime plaster is rich in 

aggregate and resembles that used in the original C19th walls. 
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10. The support pillar in the Waiting Room. 

 
The support pillar in the Waiting Room. Looking SE from the Morning Room. 

 
Detail of the support pillar where it passes through the LC20th suspended ceiling. 

The support pillar is made from pink/orange EC20th 70x110x230mm hard engineering bricks 

set in dark grey mortar and was rendered over. This was later stripped back and pink skim 

applied at the same time as a LC20th suspended ceiling was fitted in the same sequence as 

exhibited in the Cleaner’s Closet. There is a sawn stone slab acting as a bearer for a pair of 

RSJ’s spaced with a timber baulk. Bakelite fittings with braided cables remain hung from the 

earlier EC20th lath and plaster ceiling. 
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The three RSJ’s supporting the ceiling must be EC20th. 

There are three, rusty 8x6in RSJ’s fixed together with hex headed bolts and fitted with 

timber noggins for EC20th lath and plaster. They support a wall composed of pink/orange 

EC20th 70x110x230mm hard engineering bricks set in dark grey mortar and rendered over 

with the same. A redundant rubber coated electric cable in a larger conduit runs down 

beside them. Originally estimated to be part of LC20th alterations it is now evident the work 

was done in the EC20th as part of the 1930’s Art Deco refit. 

Phasing and Discussion 
 
The building has been phased in the full report and there is little alteration to be made 
following the Watching Brief. The exposure of the dark grey render firmly places many of the 
later alterations in the EC20th, in particularly in the 1930’s. The render has old fashioned 
rubber cables buried within it, rather than chased in as are the modern conduits. It has been 
used to bed the bricks as well as to scratch coat the walls. The laths of this period are both 
riven and sawn but are fastened with galvanised French nails, not available until the C20th. 
 
A notable variation in the phasing is the introduction of the tripartite RSJ beams in the 
Waiting Room which were assumed to be LC20th rather than part of the EC20th refit. Also 
revealed during the works was the partly dismantled fireplace used as a Cleaner’s Closet 
from the 1930’s. The fireplace is similar to that found in the Upper Dining Room but is 
probably later being installed in Phase 4 between 1813 and 1840. The other is earlier 
belonging to Phase 3 between 1790 and 1813. It is highly likely they looked very similar. 
 
 
 
End of Watching Brief Report. 


