
ARC ESTE95 EAST OF EYHORNE STREET

Survey Results

15 Site Information

15.1 The area under investigation lies adjacent to the northeastern edge of the M20 motorway, south of
Eyhorne Street Village, and occupies several undulating pasture fields. Towards the centre of the
transect is the site of a former millpond which has been reinforced and landscaped, and was
overgrown at the time of survey. As a result, neither gradiometer survey nor magnetic susceptibility
sampling were appropriate. The soils are typical argillic brown earths and one would not expect
any significant variation with pedology.

16 Display of Data

16.1 A plan showing the anomalies noted during scanning are provided in Figure 45. A greyscale
image and interpretation plan of the magnetic susceptibility data are shown in Figures 46 and 47
respectively. All diagrams are produced at a scale of 1:1000.

17 Results of Magnetic Scanning

17.1 The most westerly field, adjacent to Eyhorne Street, proved difficult to scan. Numerous electric
fences, metal fences surrounding individual trees, bonfires and man-made earth embankments,
associated with the motorway, caused widespread magnetic disturbance throughout this field. In
the small areas unaffected by surface debris isolated ferrous responses were observed. These are
most likely to be due to modern ferrous debris in the topsoil. Given the level of magnetic disturbance,
weaker responses from archaeological features, if present, will have been masked.

17.2 Very strong magnetic anomalies at the western limit of the transect indicate that a pipe may run
along the edge of Eyhorne Street.

17.3 The field containing the former ‘mill pond’ was unsuitable for scanning. Within this field, areas
had either been consolidated with magnetic material, which saturated the instrument, and/or dense
vegetation prevented access.

17.4 Scanning located a pipe running adjacent to the field boundary east of the mill pond, as indicated
on the scanning plan.

17.5 An isolated anomaly (1) of potential archaeological interest was detected in the field to the east of
the mill pond. While the nature of the response suggests an archaeological origin, the lack of any
associated anomalies makes interpretation tentative, though the anomaly does occupy a topographic
crest.

17.6 A concentration of ferrous type anomalies (2) have been located approximately 50m to the southeast
of anomaly (1). These are almost certainly modern, particularly given their close proximity to a
field boundary and the M20 motorway. The presence of these anomalies does, perhaps, point to a
modern origin for anomaly (1).
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17.7 Within the most easterly field of this transect a concentration of anomalies (3) was located. These
extend for approximately 60m and contain a mixture of ferrous and pit-type anomalies which
could be archaeological in origin. However, south of the centreline, particularly along the edge of
the transect, strong magnetic disturbance was noted. It is assumed that this magnetic noise is
associated with the construction of the motorway and a foot bridge. If this is the case, then it
seems likely that the concentration of anomalies at (3) may similarly be associated with modern
disturbance.

18 Results of Magnetic Susceptibility Survey

18.1 The general level of susceptibility is slightly higher than that at West of Eyhorne Street and there
are also two to three clusters of enhancement. One of these, centered around survey peg 178, lies
close to a possible archaeological anomaly (1) detected by the gradiometer.

18.2 Whilst the areas of enhanced topsoil χ may reflect past land use differences which may respect
pre-existing field boundaries, an archaeological explanation is equally possible. These areas of
enhancement may warrant further investigation by detailed gradiometer survey.

19 Conclusions

19.1 Survey of the western half of the transect was hindered by modern ferrous debris on the surface
and in the topsoil. Given the levels of magnetic noise, it is unlikely that scanning would have
located weaker responses of possible archaeological interest, if present. In addition, any areas of
magnetic susceptibility enhancement within this western section should be viewed cautiously.

19.2 The eastern half was much quieter magnetically and scanning located several responses of possible
interest. In particular, one of the anomalies is also reflected in the magnetic susceptibility data and
may warrant further investigation.
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