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Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000) 
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Summary 

In October 2013 KDK Archaeology Ltd undertook the first stage of a programme of archaeological trial 

trenching at Aubrey Park Hotel, Redbourn, Hertfordshire.  A single 12m long evaluation trench was 

excavated within the footprint of the proposed development, in order to assess the archaeological 

potential of the site, prior to the submission of a planning application. 

 

No archaeological cut features were encountered, but a small quantity of Mesolithic/Neolithic flint was 

recovered from the subsoil.  

 

1 Introduction 

1.1 In October 2013 KDK Archaeology Ltd undertook archaeological an evaluation at Aubrey Park 

Hotel, Redbourn, Hertfordshire.  The project was commissioned by Consarc Architects Ltd on 

behalf of FYR  Project Management Services Ltd, and was carried out according to a Written 

Scheme of Investigation prepared by KDK (Kaye, 2013), and approved by St Albans District 

Archaeologist, archaeological advisor (AA) to the local planning authority (LPA), St Albans City 

and District Council.  The work was undertaken prior to the submission of a formal planning 

application. 

 

1.2 Planning Background 

This evaluation has been required under the terms of National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF) in order to inform development proposals. 

 

1.3 The Site   

 

Location & Description 

Aubrey Park Hotel is located to the southwest of Redbourn on the northern side of the road 

leading to Hemel Hempstead. The site, which is within the civil parish of Redbourn and the 

administrative district of St Albans, includes the remains of an ancient hillfort (SM 2) and a 

medieval farmstead (HER 15130). The current buildings are nestled within the southern end of 

the surviving earthworks of the hillfort and immediately west of the M1 motorway (Fig. 2). 

 

Geology & Topography 

The underlying geology is described as Lewes nodular chalk and Seaford chalk formation. 

Superficial deposits are not recorded (http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html). 

The site is located on the bottom of the Ver valley, adjacent to the M1 corridor at 

approximately 105m AOD. 

 

Proposed Development 

The development proposals include the removal of some of the modern additions to the rear of 

the listed building and their replacement with a single storey wing as well as the construction of 

a link building, a function room and a pre-function room (Fig. 3).  
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Figure 2:  Site layout (not to scale) 

 

 



 
KDK Archaeology Ltd 

 

Aubrey Park Hotel, Redbourn, Herts. Archaeological Evaluation  6 

2 Aims & Methods 

2.1 The aims of this evaluation as defined in the approved WSI (Kaye, 2013), were: 

 

• To investigate the location, extent, nature and date of any archaeological features 

or deposits that may be present on the proposed development site 

• To establish the integrity and state of preservation of any archaeological features 

or deposits that may be present on the proposed development site 

• To establish the relationship of any remains found to the surrounding 

contemporary landscape  

• To recover palaeo-environmental remains to determine local environmental 

conditions 

 

2.2 Methods 

The requirements of the brief stated that the methods to be used were as follows: 

 

• Two 10m long trial trenches were to be excavated within the footprint of the 

proposed barn and pre-function room. 

• The trenches were to be a minimum of 1.8m in width and excavated under 

archaeological supervision using a machine fitted with a toothless bucket 

 

2.3 Constraints 

The agreed Written Scheme of Investigation proposed the excavation of two trenches within 

the footprint of the development area. However, due to restrictions arising from the building 

schedule, the second trench will be excavated and reported on at a later date, once some of 

the demolition has taken place.  

 

The WSI proposed that an area 10m x 1.8m was to be excavated to the first archaeological 

horizon or natural geology, whichever came first. However, due to the presence of a tree 

stump immediately to the north of the trench, it had to be made narrower and longer than was 

planned. Also, the compacted nature of the subsoil and substantial rooting meant the supplied 

mini-digger was unable complete the excavation to the required depth with a toothless ditching 

bucket.   

 

With the agreement of the District Planning Archaeologist, a narrower trench was pulled 

through the centre, using a 450mm wide toothed bucket. A power cable at the western end 

and a water pipe at the eastern end prevented this trench being excavated to the full length of 

Trench 1. 

 

 2.4 Standards 

The work conformed to the following requirements: 

• The design brief  

•  The relevant sections of the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard & 

 Guidance Notes  (IFA 2008a) and  

• The Institute for Archaeologists’  Code of Conduct (IFA 2010),  

• Current English Heritage guidelines (EH 1991) 

• The Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers East of England 

 Region Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO 2003), 

 to English Heritage guidelines (EH 1991)  
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3 Archaeological and Historical Background 

3.1 The development site is located within an archaeologically diverse setting dating from at least 

the Iron Age. The prehistoric hillfort, known as the Aubreys or Aubreys Camp, remains 

enigmatic as regards origins, function and date, but it must have been a visible landmark when 

it became a permanently settled holding some time in the 13
th

 century. For the following 600 

years the site was an active farm known as Fosters Farm before being converted to residential 

use by the clothier George Dunn in 1906 who changed the name of the house to The Aubreys. 

The present site use dates from the 1970s. The site is clearly archaeologically sensitive and has 

the potential for revealing remains from the prehistoric, medieval and post-medieval periods. 

The following background information is derived from a Heritage Asset Impact Assessment of 

the proposed development, prepared by KDK (Semmelmann, 2013). 

 

 Prehistoric  (before 600BC) 

 Redbourn appears to have seen human activity since the Mesolithic period, when the river 

 margins would have been exploited on a seasonal basis. Neolithic and Bronze Age settlement 

would have been less transitory, and there is evidence to suggest that there were Bronze Age 

burial mounds and enclosures of unspecified date in and around Redbourn (Thompson 2002: 

2). Pottery sherds recovered during the archaeological investigations associated with the 

widening of the motorway suggest possible Neolithic and/or Bronze age occupation pre-dating 

the construction of the Aubrey’s hillfort (HER 25). 

 

 Iron Age  (600BC – AD43) 

 The Aubreys hillfort (HER 25, SM 2), which covers a total of 9.21Ha, consists of a double bank 

and ditch except on the northwest where both are single, and on the east where the outer 

ditch has been backfilled. There is an entrance to the southwest and another to the north. It is 

of a type known as a plateau fort, which may have had a variety of functions, such as refuges, 

trading centres, ritual foci etc. The location of the earthworks, which are on a flat spur at the 

end of a shallow east-west valley and close to a small tributary of the river Ver, as well as the 

lack of evidence for structures within it suggest that it is unlikely to have functioned as a major 

place of refuge. However, following trial trenching on the site in 1995, it was suggested that the 

overall defensive capability of the earthworks would have included ditches over 3m in depth, 

and ramparts of a similar height topped by palisades perhaps totalling 8m in all with an even 

higher inner rampart, which could have been sufficient for a local, short-term refuge (West 

1995: 7-8).  

 

There have been a number of archaeological investigations on the site; the earliest was by 

Mortimer Wheeler who explored the ramparts in 1933. Another investigation of the ramparts, 

this time on the eastern side, occurred in the 1950s and this has been followed by excavations 

within the enclosure in the 1980s and 1990s (West 1995: 3). Nonetheless, the precise age of 

the enclosure as well as its function(s) remains enigmatic. 

  

A late Iron Age boundary ditch that stayed in used throughout the Roman period was located to 

the north of the site (HER 10083). It was on average 2.90m wide x 1.26m deep and ran 

northwest –southeast between Bury Wood and the M1 motorway.  

 

 Roman   (AD43-c.450) 

Redbourn appears to have functioned as hinterland to St Albans despite or perhaps because of 

Watling Street which goes through Redbourn in the form of the High Street. There is a little 

evidence for Roman settlement in the area, largely in the form of minor farmsteads (Thompson 

2002; 3-4), but two temples and associated ancillary buildings have recently been excavated at 
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Friars Wash to the northwest of Redbourn (Wessex Archaeology 2009: 16) and larger villas are 

known at Gorhambury, Rothamsted and Childwickbury (Thompson 2002: 3).  

 

 Saxon   (c.450-1066) 

The Roman/Saxon transitional period is still poorly understood, but it is widely considered that 

Verulamium continued as a Romano-British stronghold well into the 5
th

 century. Early Saxon 

evidence in Redbourn is restricted to two pagan burial mounds close to the Roman road (HER 

1623) on what later became Redbourn common and a spearhead found close to the church 

(Thompson 2002: 4).  

 

Three land holdings were recorded in the Domesday Survey of 1086. The largest was the manor 

that had been granted to St Albans Abbey during the time of Edward the Confessor by 

Aethelwine and his wife Wynfleda. It was a relatively wealthy estate with two mills, woodland 

for 300 pigs, pasture and arable worth in total £30 (Williams & Martin 2002: 376). The Bishop 

of Lisieux had 1 virgate of land that had been held by Alwine the huntsman at the time of the 

Norman Conquest (ibid: 374). The third entry is for a half hide estate held by Ranulph of the 

Count of Mortain, which had been held by Siward of King Edward in 1066 (ibid: 379). It has 

been postulated that the site of St Albans manor was at Redbournbury (VCH online), but the 

location of the other two holdings and how they relate to later landholdings is unclear. It would 

appear, however, that the original nucleus of Redbourn  was Church End, a little distance from 

the manor, with the abbey consolidating outlying holdings and establishing new farms as part 

of a larger estate management scheme (Thompson 2002: 5). 

 

 Medieval  (1066-1500) 

The present church of St Mary (HER 2235) dates from the early 12
th

 century when it was 

dedicated by Herbert Losinga, Bishop of Norwich (1094–1119). It is said that in 1178 the monks 

of St Albans excavated the Saxon burial mounds on Redbourn Common, discovering 10 

inhumations, of which one was declared to have been St Amphibalus, the man who converted 

St Alban. The discovery led to the establishment of Redbourn Priory, a very small house served 

directly by 4 or 5 monks from St Albans Abbey until it was abandoned in the late 15
th

 century 

(Thompson 2002: 6). 

 

Medieval and post-medieval settlement of Redbourn was dispersed with a number of hamlets 

such as Church End, Wood End and Street End, which became the centre of Redbourn. Great 

Revel End (HER 6373) survives as an area of earthworks approximately 500m to the west of the 

development site.  Another series of medieval earthworks that could be either property or 

woodland boundary ditches is located to the south of Aubrey Park Hotel (HER 9046).  

 

 Post-Medieval- Modern  (1500-present) 

With the Dissolution of the monasteries in the mid 16
th

 century, the manor of Redbourn went 

to the Crown and the priory was demolished and sold before being replaced by Place House, 

which no longer survives. The Gorhambury Estate acquired a number of the farms in the vicinity 

as well as ownership of the manor in the 17
th

 century, but exerted little influence over the 

development of the village where a Tuesday market a two annual fairs had already been 

(finally) established in 1638-9 (Thompson 2002: 8). 

 

Redbourn flourished as a coaching town in 18
th

 century with 70 coaches coming through on a 

daily basis (ibid: 13). This prosperity failed to survive after the London to Birmingham railway 

line was built by passing Redbourn in 1837 (ibid: 16). Despite a serious socio-economic decline 

and population stasis, Redbourn succeeded in introducing new sources of employment 

including a brush factory close to The Aubreys, a silk mill at Fish Street Farm, a jam and sweet 
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factory on the High Street, watercress farms and straw plaiting. Social welfare was attended to 

in the form of a workhouse, built at Church End, where the paupers were also employed in 

plaiting straw. Pastoral care was not only provided by the parish priest but also by a series of 

non-conformist churches founded in the 19
th

 century. A National School was established in 

1857. 

 

3.2 The Known Archaeology & History of the Site  

 

 Prehistoric  (before 600BC) 

 Despite a hint of Neolithic and/or Bronze Age activity on The Aubrey’s in the form of lithics 

found within the outer ditch in the 1990s, (West 1998: 5) it is unclear what this may have 

represented and how this relates to the later hill fort. 

 

 Iron Age  (600BC – AD43) 

 The Iron Age hillfort within which the site is located has been described above. The 

 archaeological investigations on the earthworks by Mortimer Wheeler in 1933 and the 

Redbourn Research Group in the 1950s produced little additional information, but the 1990s 

excavations on the eastern side of the earthworks revealed not only the full extend of the outer 

ditch but also made clear that both ditches had been deliberately backfilled in fairly recent 

times (West 1998: 6).The interior of the enclosure has also been investigated prior to the 

construction of new buildings on the site in 1982 and 1983, but only post-medieval features 

were encountered (see below).  

 

 Roman   (AD43-c.450) 

 There is no evidence for Roman activity on the site. 

 

 Saxon   (c.450-1066) 

 There is no evidence for Saxon activity on the site. 

 

 Medieval  (1066-1500) 

 An assizes record of William de Forester dated 1287 (Gover, Mawer & Stenton 1938 : 80) is 

 the earliest known historical association  with the site. Archaeological evidence for medieval 

activity on the site is sparse and consists of two 12-14
th

 century pottery sherds discovered 

during archaeological evaluation in 1982 (West 1998: 4).   

  

 Post-Medieval- Modern   (1500-present) 

The nature of the medieval landholding is largely conjectural; it can be assumed that there was 

a farm on the site from the 13
th

 century onwards, but the archaeological and historical evidence 

is scant. This however changes from the 17
th

 century onwards as structural, archaeological and 

later documentary remains survive. 

 

Fosters Farm, which was laid out in the traditional manner of four ranges of buildings around a 

centrally yard, was constructed at the southern end of the hill fort.  The earliest plan to show 

the farm is the Tithe Map of 1841, which shows the enclosure as being divided into two distinct 

areas, known as Middle Aubrey to the north and the New Swathe to the south (West 1995: 1). 

The Tithe Award of 1843 records it as being owned by Lady Glamis and occupied by John 

Beaumont. Charles Dixon is recorded as living there in 1855 (Kelly’s Directory 1855: 224).  Some 

forty years later the farm was put up for sale at which time the tenancy was held by George 

Farr (Kelly’s Directory 1890: 803). George Farr stayed on in the property, despite another 

change of ownership in 1898, until 1906 when George Dunn bought the farm and converted it 

to a private residence known henceforth as the Aubreys (Kelly’s Directory 1906). George Dunn 
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was born into a Quaker family in Birmingham in 1885 and started his career selling hats on the 

streets. He went on to own over 200 shops and as many franchises in other stores. He 

established a trust to own and run the company for the benefit of the employees, which by the 

time the company went into receivership in 1996 numbered a little over 500 in all. Of interest in 

relation to the history of the site in particular is that George Dunn was the first man in Britain to 

own a combine harvester and also established a vegetarian restaurant before his death in 1939 

(Independent online). An undated newspaper article in the Morning Leader describes how 

Dunn’s sons established an organic vegetable supply business at the Aubreys aptly known as 

‘The Four Brothers’. The house was sold in 1946 as part of the Flamsteadbury Estate. 

 
Archaeological investigations undertaken on the site since 1933 have revealed largely post-

medieval features such as fence lines consisting of post and stake holes, a 19
th

 century drain 

and a contemporary well. Buildings, market garden, cultivation, tree planting and possible 

evidence for animal husbandry is also evident on aerial photographs taken in 1959 (West 1998: 

4). 

 

The site became a hotel in the 1970s and has subsequently been extended to the north of the 

original core of Fosters Farm. 
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4 Results 

4.1 Trench 1 (Fig. 3, Plates 1-3) 

Trench 1 was orientated northeast-southwest and was 12m X 1.6m, and 0.42m deep at the 

centre. The stratigraphy consisted of 0.25m of topsoil, 0.15m of mixed made ground, 0.15m of 

light yellowish brown sandy clay subsoil, overlying a sandy clay gravel natural which varied in 

colour from a orangey-brown at the western end to yellowish-brown at the eastern end. 

 

No archaeological cut features were noted. However, two Mesolithic/Neolithic flint artefacts 

were recovered from the subsoil (Plate 3). One was a multi-faceted scraper, 28mm x 16mm x 

3mm thick; the other a blade 57mm x 30mm x 9mm thick, which was missing its tip. The blade 

had been retouched on one edge. 
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Plate 1:  Trench 1, facing NE 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Plate 2:  Site stratigraphy 
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Plate 3:  Mesolithic/Neolithic  flint tools 
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5 Conclusions 

 The topography of the site is partly a result of the construction of the hotel extensions that 

enclose the courtyard. The ground level increases in height by 0.8m southeast to northwest, 

probably as a result of the layer of made ground which has been used to landscape the area. 

The underlying strata have been partially truncated with the removal of the original topsoil 

and an unknown amount of subsoil, probably prior to the extensions being constructed. 

 

 The evaluation trench, whilst not reaching the natural geology along its full width, was at least 

able to demonstrate the absence of large archaeological cut features in the immediate 

vicinity. This is in keeping with previous excavations carried out within the confines of the Iron 

Age hill fort. The recorded stratigraphy of the trench would normally imply that it was located 

beyond the extent of the ramparts. However, as the area has been significantly truncated by 

the development of the hotel this may not necessarily be the case.  

 

 The flint tools recovered from the subsoil suggest that there probably was at least some 

human presence on the site during the Mesolithic/Neolithic period, though they cannot 

necessarily be considered indicative of settlement. The tools were not recovered from cut 

features, and were of insufficient number to be considered a significant deposit in their own 

right. However, they do provide a tantalising hint at prehistoric activity within the landscape. 

 

There was an absence of features and artefacts relating to the medieval and post-medieval 

farm buildings that form the core of the present hotel complex. The available cartographic 

evidence suggests that the only surviving part of Foster’s Farm is a portion of the northern 

range of a quadrangle, and as the trench was located approximately 30m northeast of the 

original farm house it is likely to have been outside the footprint of buildings and yard 

surfaces. 
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7 Archive 

7.1 The project archive will comprise: 

1. Written Scheme of Investigation 

2. Initial report 

3. Trench recording sheets 

4. Finds 

5. List of photographs 

6. B/W prints & negatives 

 

7.2 The archive will be deposited with St Albans Museum. 
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Appendix 1: Photograph List 

SITE NO/CODE: 026/RAH Site Name: Aubrey Park Hotel, Redbourn, Herts 

Shot B&W Digital Subject 

1 X X Trench 1, facing NE 

2 X X Trench 1, facing NE 

3 X X Trench 1, facing NE 

4  X Trench stratigraphy 

5  X Trench stratigraphy 

6  X Flint tools 

7  X Flint tools 
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Appendix 2: KDK OASIS Sheet 
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archaeological potential of the site, prior to the submission of a planning application. 

No archaeological cut features were encountered, but a small quantity of Mesolithic/Neolithic  

flint was recovered from the subsoil.  

Project Type: Evaluation 

Previous work: 

(eg. HER refs) 
HER 25, 15130 

Site status:  

(eg. none, SAM, 

listed) 
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