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WEST OF STATION ROAD, PARSONAGE FARM 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 

SUMMARY

As part of a programme of archaeological investigations along the route of the Channel Tunnel 
Rail Link, Union Railways Limited (URL) commissioned the Museum of London Archaeology 
Service (MoLAS) to undertake an evaluation in a field to the west of Station Road, opposite 
Parsonage Farm. The site was located to the south of the M20, approximately 5km north-west of 
the centre of Ashford, Kent. 

Sixteen trenches were originally planned, but in the course of the evaluation three additional 
trenches were added in the vicinity of 1677TT: 3077TT; 3078TT and 3079TT.

Natural strata consisted of Folkestone Beds sands which were sealed in places by drift deposits 
of sandy silt and capped, on the higher ground, by colluvial ‘head’ deposits of  ‘clay-with-flints’. 
To the south and south-west the natural strata were removed by the channel of a relict river, 
now mostly infilled by hillwash deposits. 

In the southern part of the site the stone foundations of a rectangular building were found, close 
to the bank of the relict river. The full extent of the structure was not revealed, although it was 
possible to postulate the presence of an internal earth floor, a hearth and an external cobbled 
surface. Pottery and roof tiles from these deposits indicated that the structure was of medieval 
date.

To the north of the building part of a substantial artificial channel, possibly a moat, was 
recorded. The dumped backfills contained medieval roof tiles which might have been derived 
from the demolition of the nearby structure. Similar dumps of roof tile were found in the relict 
river channel, adjacent to the building. 

To the north-west of the medieval building was a group of intercutting pits, one of which 
produced medieval pottery and roof tiles. In the same area were other cut features, one of which 
also produced quantities of medieval roof tiles. 

In the eastern part of the site, at some distance from the medieval building, was a pit containing
relatively unabraded fragments of medieval pottery, and two parallel ditches or gullies, one of 
which also produced medieval pottery. 
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SECTION 1: FACTUAL STATEMENT 

1 BACKGROUND 

1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 The Museum of London Archaeology Service (MoLAS) was commissioned by Union 
Railways Limited (URL) to carry out an archaeological evaluation in a field to the 
west of Station Road, opposite Parsonage Farm. The site was located to the south of 
the M20, approximately 5km north-west of the centre of Ashford, Kent. The site centre 
was at URL Grid 78016/26154 (Fig 1). The evaluation was carried out between 2nd 
September and 12th September 1997. The evaluation forms part of a larger programme
of archaeological investigation along the route of the Channel Tunnel Rail Link, the 
aim of which is to assess the effect of the construction of the new railway upon the 
cultural heritage. An Environmental Assessment has been prepared (URL 1994). The 
evaluation is within route window 30. 

1.1.2 The work was carried out according to the ‘Specification for Archaeological 
Investigations’ prepared by URL, which details the scope and methodology of the 
evaluation. The preparation of this report is included within the specification.  The 
evaluated area is shown on Fig. 2.

1.2 Geology, landscape and landuse 

1.2.1 The evaluation revealed that the geology of the site consisted of Folkestone Bed sands 
and overlying deposits of sandy silt, capped in places by colluvial ‘head’ deposits of
‘clay-with-flints’. These natural deposits had been partially removed by a river 
channel, running from north-west to south-east. The channel was largely infilled by 
natural hillwash deposits to form a relatively dry valley, although an artificially-
maintained drainage ditch or partly culverted stream still exists to the west and south 
of the site boundary. 

1.2.2 The site was located on high ground, to the south of the main scarp of the North 
Downs. The ground surface was at a maximum height of c. 69.7m OD in the centre of 
the northern boundary of the site. The ground fell away quite steeply to the south-west 
and south-east, to a minimum height of c. 58.6m OD in the extreme southern corner of 
the site. 

1.2.3 The evaluation trenches were located within a single field, bounded to the north by the 
Charing to Ashford railway, and to the east by Station Road. To the west and south it 
was bounded by a fence, beyond which was a drainage ditch, or narrow, partly 
culverted stream.

1.2.4 At the time of the evaluation the field had been recently harrowed. 

© UNION RAILWAYS LIMITED 1997 1
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2 SPECIFICATIONS 

2.1 Aims 

2.1.1 In general the works aimed to provide information to determine:

�� the presence / absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any 
archaeological remains within the area of the evaluation; 

�� the presence and potential of environmental and economic indicators preserved in 
any archaeological features or deposits; 

�� the local, regional, national and international importance of such remains, and the 
potential for further archaeological fieldwork to fulfil local, regional and national 
research objectives. 

2.1.2 Concentrations of prehistoric worked flint were recorded on the site during the CTRL 
Environmental Assessment, and ring and linear cropmarks have been recorded on 
aerial photographs. The site specific aims, as set out in the Specification for 
Archaeological Investigations (URL, 1997), were to:

�� determine the presence/absence of any associated subsoil features or deposits of 
archaeological interest. 

© UNION RAILWAYS LIMITED 1997 2
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3 METHODS 

3.1 General 

3.1.1 A detailed project design for the evaluation was agreed by URL with the County 
Archaeologist and English Heritage. The following summarises the archaeological 
aspects of the methodology and notes any deviation from the original specification.

3.2 Survey 

3.2.1 The trench locations (Fig 2), specified by URL, were established using a total station 
EDM from URL permanent ground markers.

3.2.2 The standard error of the trench positioning was set to normal engineering standards, a 
traverse accuracy of +/- 15mm over 1km. The trench location plan is based on this 
information. Drawn plans have been digitised using an AutoCAD graphics program.

3.2.3 The central site coordinate, according to the given URL grid, was 78016/26154. 

3.3 Excavation 

3.3.1 Sixteen trenches were planned originally, each measuring 30 x 2 metres. Trench 
numbers were allocated by URL. Trench 1664TT  was shortened to 24m because the 
survey peg at its west end was located beyond the existing field boundary. As a result 
of discoveries in trench 1677TT  three additional trenches were requested by URL: 
3077TT, 3078TT and 3079TT. These were located and aligned at the discretion of the 
site supervisor, within broad guidelines indicated by URL. 

3.3.2 The trenches were excavated using a 360o tracked mechanical excavator fitted with a 
ditching bucket. Topsoil and homogenous deposits of ploughsoil were removed to 
expose deposits of archaeological significance or, if absent, the underlying geological 
strata. In most cases trenches were deepened at each end (up to c. 1.20m) to test the 
natural geology. Archaeological features were partially excavated by hand to assess 
the nature of individual features, to obtain dating material and to allow an assessment
of environmental survival. 

3.4 Recording 

3.4.1 Recording procedures followed the MoLAS Archaeological Site Manual (1995). Each 
archaeological deposit and cut feature was given a context number and descriptions 
recorded on  pro-forma context sheets. Scale plans and sections were drawn of features 
and geological sequences, and all heights indicated on the field drawings were related 
to Ordnance Datum heights above sea level. Individual sheets were prepared for each 
trench, recording the nature and depth of each observed deposit and recording the 
archaeological features contained within each trench. 

3.4.2 A photographic record of the site was compiled.
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3.4.3 Artefacts and samples were collected for dating and identification. 

3.4.4 A site code was provided by URL; all records can be referenced from this code. 

© UNION RAILWAYS LIMITED 1997 4
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4 RESULTS 

4.1 General 

4.1.1 The results from individual trenches are described in detail below. A summary of all 
the archaeological contexts and associated finds is found in the archaeological context 
inventory (Table 2). Detailed reports on the pottery, building material, flint, metal and 
environmental samples are contained in Appendices 1-5.

4.1.2 The following trenches produced negative archaeological results, but did reveal 
complex sequences of geological deposition: 

1664TT, 1665TT, 1666TT, 1667TT, 1668TT, 1669TT, 1671TT, 1672TT, 1673TT,
 1978TT 

4.1.3 The following trenches revealed sequences of alluvial deposition within the channel of 
the relict river, but no archaeological features: 

1670TT, 1678TT 

4.1.4 The following trenches revealed the remains of a medieval building and associated 
features:

1677TT, 3078TT, 3079TT

4.1.5 The following trench revealed a postulated medieval channel or moat:

3077TT

4.1.6 The following trenches produced other evidence for medieval activity, in the form of 
pits, ditches and a buried ploughsoil: 

1674TT, 1675TT, 1676TT 

© UNION RAILWAYS LIMITED 1997 5
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5 TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS

5.1 Trenches with negative archaeological results 

5.1.1 Of the 16 trenches originally planned, 10 produced negative archaeological results. 
However, these did reveal a complex sequence of geological deposition, which no 
doubt has greatly influenced the ways in which the site has been exploited over time.
The results from these trenches are described below, in numerical order by trench. 

5.1.2 Trench 1664TT

5.1.2.1 The earliest natural stratum was a soft, brownish yellow and reddish brown, fine to 
medium sand with fine laminations of iron staining [5]. This deposit is thought to be 
part of the Folkestone Beds sequence, which  was anticipated on the site. The surface 
of the sand undulated between 64.92m OD and 64.46m OD. Towards the east end the 
sand dipped below the base of the trench, and here it was overlaid by a compact, light 
yellowish brown, sandy silt with reddish brown speckling [4], with a thickness in 
excess of 0.80m and a maximum height of 65.43m OD. This contained occasional fine 
to medium pebbles, and flecks of charcoal which were thought to have been introduced 
by root action. This deposit, which superficially resembles brickearth, might be part of 
the Folkestone Beds sequence, or one of the various colluvial “head” deposits which 
are known to overlie the Folkestone Beds. 

5.1.2.2 The sandy silt [4], at the east end of the, trench was overlaid by a soft, light brown silty 
sand containing occasional pebbles [3]. This deposit was up to 0.23m thick and had an 
undulating surface with a maximum height of 65.63m OD. At the west end of the 
trench a similar deposit [6] overlay the Folkestone Beds sand [5]. It was up to 0.40m
thick and sloped down to the west to a minimum height of  65.36m OD. It contained 
occasional flecks and small fragments of ceramic building material and charcoal. Both 
[3] and [6] were penetrated by fine root stains. They are interpreted as naturally-
formed subsoil or possibly buried ploughsoils. 

5.1.2.3 Deposits [3] and [6] were sealed by topsoil composed of mid greyish brown sandy silt 
containing occasional pebbles, small fragments of ceramic building material, charcoal 
flecks and roots. The topsoil was divided into two horizons, [1] and [2], the former
representing the upper, recently-disturbed horizon. The combined thickness of [1] and 
[2] was c. 0.30m. The surface of the topsoil sloped from 65.91m OD at the east end to 
65.07m OD at the west end of the trench. 

5.1.3 Trench 1665TT

5.1.3.1 The surface of the Folkestone Beds sand [5] sloped slightly from 66.32m OD at the 
south end to 66.10m OD at the north end of the trench. 

5.1.3.2 The natural sand [5] was overlaid by subsoil/ploughsoil [6], which varied between 
0.30m and 0.45m in thickness and sloped from 66.62m OD at the south end to  66.42m
OD at the north end of the trench.
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5.1.3.3 Subsoil/ploughsoil [6] was sealed by topsoil [1]/[2] which sloped from 66.87m OD at 
the south end to 66.72m OD at the north end of the trench. 

5.1.4 Trench 1666TT

5.1.4.1 The natural stratum consisted of a firm, mottled light brownish grey and blue, slightly 
sandy clay/silt, containing frequent sub-angular and angular flint pebbles and 
occasional flint nodules [9]. The surface sloped from 69.52m OD at the east end to 
68.05m OD at the west end of the trench, and had a thickness in excess of 0.80m. It is 
interpreted as a ‘clay-with-flints’ colluvial ‘head’ deposit, such as are known to overlie 
the Folkestone Beds. 

5.1.4.2 The colluvium [9] was sealed by topsoil [1]/[2], with a thickness of 0.30m and a 
surface height sloping from 69.70m OD in the east to 69.05m OD in the west. Note 
that there was no intervening subsoil or earlier ploughsoil. 

5.1.5 Trench 1667TT

5.1.5.1 Folkestone Beds sand [5] sloped from 66.08m OD at the east end to 62.17m OD at the 
west end of the trench. At the west end it was overlaid by a compact, mid yellowish 
brown and greyish brown sand containing moderate fine to medium sub-angular and 
angular flint pebbles [7]. This stratum, which was about 0.60m thick, is interpreted as 
either one of the Folkestone Bed deposits, or an overlying colluvial ‘head’ deposit. 

5.1.5.2 The natural strata were sealed by subsoil/ploughsoil [6] which ranged in thickness 
from 0.10m to 0.30m, being thicker to the west. 

5.1.5.3 Subsoil/ploughsoil [6] was sealed by topsoil [1]/[2], which was 0.30m thick. The 
ground surface sloped from 66.48m OD in the east to 63.48m OD in the west. 

5.1.6 Trench 1668TT

5.1.6.1 Folkestone Beds sand [5] was observed at a maximum height of 67.90m OD towards 
the centre of the trench. To the south the sand sloped down slightly to a minimum
height of 67.03m OD. At the south end only [5] was sealed by natural sand [7] (see 
1667TT), which was approximately 0.20m thick. Elsewhere it was sealed by ‘clay-
with-flints’ [9], which was in excess of 0.75m thick at the north end (maximum height 
69.07m OD) but became progressively thinner until it petered out at about 9m from the 
south end of the trench.

5.1.6.2 Both [7] and [9] were sealed by a soft, mid brownish grey silty sand containing 
frequent small to medium sub-angular and angular flint pebbles [8]. This deposit was 
up to 0.20m thick but was only observed in a limited area near the south end of the 
trench, petering out to north and south. It is either a “head” deposit or a natural subsoil.

© UNION RAILWAYS LIMITED 1997 7
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5.1.6.3 Subsoil/ploughsoil [6] also occurred in this trench, but was confined to the south end 
where it was about 0.20m thick, with a gentle slope down to the south. 

5.1.6.4 [6], [8] and (at the extreme north end), [9] were all sealed by topsoil [1]/[2], the 
surface of which sloped from 69.34m OD in the north to 67.72m OD at the south end 
of the trench. 

5.1.7 Trench 1669TT

5.1.7.1 At the base of a sondage at the west end of the trench was a firm, light yellowish 
brown, fine sand, speckled with reddish brown and black discolourations [13]. The 
surface of this deposit was at c. 63.94m OD. It is interpreted as part of the Folkestone 
Beds sequence. It was sealed by a firm, light greyish brown sandy silt [12], similar to 
[4] in 1664TT, which extended the length of the trench at an average maximum height 
of c. 64.40m OD. Like [4] this is thought to be either part of the Folkestone Beds 
sequence or a colluvial ‘head’ deposit. 

5.1.7.2 Deposit [12] was sealed by a soft, light to mid brown slightly sandy silt containing 
occasional pebbles, flecks of ceramic building material and charcoal, and one fragment
of medieval pottery [11]. This is interpreted as a buried ploughsoil, similar to [6]. It 
extended the length of the trench and was approximately 0.15m thick. 

5.1.7.3 The ploughsoil was sealed by modern topsoil [1]/[2] which had a maximum height of 
64.94m OD at the west end and 64.72m OD at the east end of the trench. 

5.1.8 Trench 1671TT

5.1.8.1 Folkestone Beds sand [5] was observed at a maximum height of 64.33m OD at the 
north end, and sloped down to 62.26m OD at the south end of the trench. It was sealed 
by a compact, mid yellowish brown sandy silt containing moderate sub-angular and 
angular flint pebbles [52]. This varied between 0.25  and 0.35m thick. It is either part 
of the Folkestone Beds sequence or a colluvial “head” deposit. 

5.1.8.2 [52] was sealed by subsoil/ploughsoil [6], with an average thickness of 0.25m.

5.1.8.3 Above [6] was topsoil [1]/[2]: 0.30m thick and with a surface sloping from 64.85m OD 
at the north end to 63.01m OD at the south end of the trench. 

5.1.9 Trench 1672TT

5.1.9.1 A sondage at the west end of the trench revealed a compact, light bluish grey clay/silt 
[50], without inclusions. It had an undulating surface at a maximum height of 65.24m
OD and was in excess of 0.45m thick. The geological origin of this deposit is 
uncertain: it might be an alluvium within the relict river channel (described below) but 
it is sealed by a deposit which has the appearance of Folkestone Beds sand. 
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5.1.9.2 The clay/silt [50] was sealed by a layer of soft, light yellowish brown laminated sand 
[49], up to 0.50m thick and identical to [5]. If it was not overlying an apparent alluvial 
silt it could be identified as part of the Folkestone Beds sequence. 

5.1.9.3 Natural sand [49] was sealed by a compact, mid yellowish brown sandy silt with 
moderate pebbles [48], similar to [52] in 1671TT. The surface of this deposit was fairly 
level, with an average height of 65.52m OD. At the east end of the trench it was in 
excess of 0.65m thick but it petered out at about 4m from the west end of the trench.

5.1.9.4 Deposit [48] was sealed by subsoil/ploughsoil [6], which was only 0.10m thick at the 
east end but became progressively thicker towards the west, where it filled undulations 
in the underlying natural strata. The surface was fairly uniform at 65.72m OD. 

5.1.9.5 Topsoil [1]/[2]  was also fairly uniform with an average surface height of  66.0m OD. 

5.1.10 Trench 1673TT

5.1.10.1 A compact, light yellowish brown sandy silt with moderate pebbles [52] was observed 
at the base of the north end of the trench, at a height of c. 63.0m OD. This was sealed 
by a similar, though less pebbly deposit [51], up to 0.70m thick, which extended the 
length of the trench. The surface sloped from 63.75m OD at the north end to 62.28m
OD at the south end of the trench. Both of these layers are interpreted as either part of 
the Folkestone Beds sequence or overlying colluvial ‘head’ deposits.

5.1.10.2 At the south end of the trench the natural stratum was sealed by subsoil/ploughsoil [6], 
with a thickness of c. 0.50m. This deposit was absent at the north end of the trench, 
where the natural stratum was overlaid directly by modern topsoil. 

5.1.10.3 The topsoil [1]/[2] was approximately 0.30m thick and the surface sloped from 64.03m
OD at the north end to 62.60m OD at the south end of the trench. 

5.1.11 Trench 1978TT

5.1.11.1 Natural strata consisted of  two deposits of ‘clay-with-flints’. The lower deposit was a 
firm, light brownish grey (mottled blue) clay/silt with frequent sub-angular and 
angular flint pebbles and occasional flint nodules [9]. The surface sloped from 68.67m
OD at the north end to 67.03m OD at the south end of the trench. This was overlaid by 
a similar deposit, with a much greater percentage of flint pebbles and nodules [10]. 
The surface sloped from 68.87m OD at the north end to 67.38m OD at the south end of 
the trench. Both deposits are interpreted as colluvial “head” deposits. 

5.1.11.2 The colluvium was sealed by topsoil [1]/[2], sloping from 69.18m OD at the north end 
to 67.75m OD at the south end of the trench. Note that there was no intervening 
deposit of subsoil/ploughsoil. 
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5.2 Trenches with evidence for the relict river 

5.2.1 Two trenches, located in the valley bottom on the south side of the site, revealed 
evidence for a relict river; each contained a similar sequence of alluvial deposition. 
There was artifactual evidence for human activity, but no archaeological features were 
found. The results are described below in numerical order by trench. 

5.2.2 Trench 1670TT

5.2.2.1 The earliest deposit was a soft, light bluish grey, alluvial clay/silt [83]. Where exposed, 
the surface sloped from 59.36m OD towards the east end to 58.60m OD near the centre 
of the trench. Only the upper 0.25m of this deposit was exposed, and it could not be 
examined fully because of flooding in the base of the trench. The flooding was caused 
partly by rising groundwater, but also by discharge from a breached land drain. 

5.2.2.2 Above the clay/silt [83] was a layer of mixed, fine to medium sub-angular and angular 
flint pebbles and light greyish brown sand [81], which extended the length of the 
trench. The surface undulated slightly at an average height of c. 59.36m OD and it 
varied in thickness from 0.15m at the east end to 0.65m in the centre of the trench. 

5.2.2.3 The alluvial gravel [81] was sealed by a soft, dark grey with light grey and yellow 
mottling, fibrous sandy silt containing frequent decaying macro organic remains of 
roots, twigs and leaves [80]. This was 0.20 - 0.30m thick and had an undulating 
surface  at an average height of c. 59.5m OD. It extended the length of the trench. 

5.2.2.4  At the east end the organic layer [80] was sealed by a compact, yellowish brown 
sandy silt [82], up to 0.45m thick but petering out at about 7.5m from the end of the 
trench. This deposit was very similar to others (such as [4] in 1664TT), recorded in 
trenches higher up the valley side, and might represent material which has moved
downhill as a result of mass movement or soil creep. 

5.2.2.5 Overlying [82] was subsoil/ploughsoil [6], which was up to 0.50m thick but which also 
petered out at about 7.5m from the east end of the trench. The surface had a distinct 
slope down from 60.60m OD in the east to 59.94m OD at its western limit. It was 
sealed by modern topsoil. 

5.2.2.6 The surface of the topsoil [1]/[2] sloped from 60.96m OD at the east end  to a 
minimum height of 59.55m OD in the centre of the trench. In this low-lying area of the 
site waterlogged conditions prevailed and in places the topsoil was indistinguishable 
from the underlying organic silt layer [80]. 

5.2.3 Trench 1678TT

5.2.3.1 The earliest alluvial deposit was gravel [81], with a fairly level surface at an average 
height of 57.77m OD. The full depth of this deposit was not exposed. An unstratified 
worked flint flake was collected from the surface of this deposit during machining.

© UNION RAILWAYS LIMITED 1997 10



WEST OF STATION ROAD, PARSONAGE FARM (ARC PFM 97) EVALUATION REPORT

5.2.3.2 The overlying, richly-organic layer [80] extended the length of the trench, at an 
average height of 57.93m OD.

5.2.3.3 Organic layer [80] was sealed by a deposit of yellowish brown sandy silt [31], which 
was approximately 0.50m thick and extended trench-wide. The surface sloped from
58.82m OD at the west end to 58.29m OD at the east end of the trench. This deposit 
was similar to [82] in 1670TT, but was notable in that it contained occasional small to 
medium fragments of  medieval roof tile throughout its extent (retained as 
unstratified). The presence of cultural material suggests that the layer was redeposited 
or reworked in some way. 

5.2.3.4 The sandy silt [31] was sealed by topsoil [1]/[2] with a surface sloping from 59.16m
OD in the west to 58.59m OD at the east end of the trench. 

5.3 The medieval building and associated features 

5.3.1 At the south end of trench 1677TT part of an L-shaped masonry foundation was 
revealed immediately below the topsoil (see cover photograph). As a result of this 
discovery three additional trenches were opened, to investigate further the structural 
remains and any associated features. The results from 3 of these trenches are described 
below, and illustrated on Figs 3-5. 

5.3.2 The medieval building appeared to be situated on a relatively level area between the 
foot of a gentle slope to the north and the relic river channel to the south-west. The 
northern part of the site, adjacent to the Charing to Ashford railway line, was at the top 
of the slope; a surface height of 69.70m OD was recorded at the eastern end of 
1666TT, and the ground surface in the area of relic river channel was at 58.59m OD 
(1678TT). Within the relatively level area of 3077TT, 3078TT, 3079TT and 1677TT the 
surface ranged from 60.94m OD at the northern end of 3077TT to 59.98m OD at the 
southern end of 1677TT. No indication of levelling was observed in this area during 
the evaluation and it is assumed that the building and possible ‘moat’ made use of the 
existing topography. 

5.3.3 Trenches 1677TT, 3077TT, 3078TT
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5.3.3.1 The masonry foundation [25] was constructed of rough hewn blocks of Kentish 
ragstone bonded with a soft, light yellowish brown sandy mortar. It was trench-built 
and was approximately 1.0m wide and survived to a maximum height of 59.84m OD, 
or 0.10m below the modern ground surface. The L-shaped foundation measured >7.5m
SW-NE and >1.0m NW-SE, extending beyond the limits of excavation to south-west 
and south-east. It is possible that the foundation also continued to the east of 1677TT,
to form a ‘T’ rather than an ‘L’ shape. As no other foundations were observed to the 
north of [25], it is assumed to have been the external wall of the building. In 3078TT
the nature of the foundation changed abruptly: the solid masonry was replaced by a 
less-substantial mix of mortar, small stone fragments, tile fragments and patches of
sandy silt. This might be because the masonry was robbed in antiquity, or because it 
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has been removed by recent agricultural activity. At the extreme south-east end the 
foundation was rather vague, because it had been mostly removed at this point. 

5.3.3.2 Two other possible fragments of  masonry foundation [29] and [30]were recorded in 
3079TT. These were deposits of yellowish brown sandy silt containing frequent 
crushed mortar and moderate tile fragments. However, despite an apparent similarity
to parts of foundation [25] they were not obviously within construction cuts,
appearing rather as amorphous patches on the surface of the underlying strata. They 
may not therefore have been structural. 

5.3.3.3 In the angle of L-shaped foundation [25], and immediately below topsoil [1]/[2] was a 
deposit of mid brown sandy silt with a compacted surface [26]. This contained 
frequent flecks and small fragments of chalk, moderate small to medium fragments of 
medieval pottery and roof tile, and occasional oyster shells and flecks of charcoal. This 
deposit appeared to overlie the natural strata, and to have been removed to the south by 
recent agricultural activity. It might be the remnant of an internal surface or occupation 
layer.

5.3.3.4 To the south of [26] was a less-extensive deposit of mid brown sandy silt containing 
frequent tile fragments, chalk flecks and crushed mortar [32]. The relationship with 
[26] was not clear. Given that it was also within the angle of foundation [25] this is 
also interpreted as a possible internal deposit. 

5.3.3.5 Abutting masonry [29] to the south west was a localised area of crushed charcoal 
containing patches of burnt clay [28]. This deposit may indicate the position of a 
hearth.

5.3.3.6 To the north of foundation [25] in 1677TT was an area of  concentrated fragments of 
tile, chalk and  stone in a matrix of mid brown sandy silt. This contained patches of 
crushed mortar and occasional medieval pottery [27]. Given its location in relation to 
foundation [25] it is postulated that this was an external surface, perhaps a cobbled 
yard or pathway.

5.3.3.7 Further to the north a concentration of flecks and small fragments of chalk indicated 
the location of feature [33]. 

5.3.3.8 All of the horizontal deposits described above were recognised immediately below 
topsoil [1]/[2]. In 1677TT and 3078TT they overlay a “natural” deposit of compact,
yellowish brown sandy silt [31], which occurred also in 1678TT and which was similar
to a number of other deposits (such as [4] in 1664TT) found over much of the site. In 
3079TT  the horizontal deposits overlay a light grey, slightly sandy, clay/silt [23] 
which seemed to be filling a slight depression in the surface of [31]. This deposit is 
discussed in more detail below. 

5.3.3.9 To the south of the medieval building, in trench 3078TT, a machine-excavated sondage 
revealed that the structure was located close to the bank of a relict stream (see Fig 4).

5.3.3.10 At the base of the sondage was a layer of soft, light brownish grey and bluish grey fine 
sand, containing frequent macro organic remains of roots and twigs [22]. The surface 
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of this deposit sloped from 58.03m OD in the north to 57.83m OD at the south end of 
the trench. At the north end of the sondage it was sealed by a layer of fine to large, 
sub-angular and angular flint pebbles and light greyish yellow sand [21], which was 
identical to [81] in 1670TT and 1678TT. The surface of the gravel was at a maximum
height of 58.28m OD. One small fragment of medieval pottery was recovered from the 
surface of this deposit, but should probably have been assigned to the overlying 
deposit [18]. These two alluvial deposits are associated with a river regime which pre-
dates the construction of the medieval building. 

5.3.3.11 Alluvial gravel [21] was sealed by a compact, light brownish grey sandy silt 
containing moderate small to medium pebbles [20]. Apart from the coloration, this 
deposit was identical to [31], recorded in plan approximately 2m to the north. It is 
likely that these are basically the same deposit, which has become stained or 
contaminated at this point.

5.3.3.12 Both [20] and [21] were removed to the south by the eroded north bank of a stream.
Silting within the postulated stream was indicated by a soft, dark grey sandy silt 
containing frequent macro organic remains and occasional lenses of yellow sand [19]. 
This was similar to deposit [80] in trenches 1670TT and 1678TT, but here it contained 
occasional medium-sized fragments of ceramic roof tile. It is possible that this cultural 
material was introduced by root action or reworking of the deposit. 

5.3.3.13 At the north end of the sondage, adjacent to the postulated stream bank, [19] was 
overlaid by deposit [18]: a compact, light brownish grey, slightly silty sand containing 
frequent pebbles and occasional small fragments of ceramic building material. This 
deposit appeared to have accumulated against the bank of the stream after a period of 
silting, effectively advancing the stream bank to the south. 

5.3.3.14 Both [18] and [19] were overlaid partially by a dump of medieval roof tiles, mixed
with fragments of chalk, flint and stone [17]. This deposit also produced a fragment of 
medieval pottery. The dump lay at an angle against the stream bank and extended the 
width of the trench. This material is thought to have derived from the demolition or 
collapse of the nearby building. 

5.3.3.15 Subsequently, the stream channel was infilled and the original stream profile was 
obliterated by the accumulation of a fairly homogenous, mid greyish brown silty sand, 
soft but becoming more compact towards the base, and  containing moderate flecks to 
medium fragments of ceramic building material [15]/[16]. This is interpreted as a 
hillwash deposit. Above this was a localised, mixed dump of brownish grey silty sand 
and yellowish brown sandy silt containing tile, chalk and mortar fragments [14]. These 
deposits were buried by modern topsoil [1]/[2]. 

5.3.3.16 At the south west end of trench 3079TT a machine-excavated sondage revealed a 
similar sequence of deposits within the postulated stream, although with some notable 
differences (see Fig 5). Here, the stream bank was again represented by the steeply-
sloping edge of deposit [20]. However, organic silt  [19] was partially sealed by [20],
in a situation analogous to the relationship of [80] and [31] in trench 1678TT. Also, 
subsequent to the erosion of deposit [20] a light grey sandy clay/silt [23]/[24] 
accumulated against the postulated stream bank, and the same deposit seemed to 
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extend horizontally across the surface of [31], where it pre-dated the construction of 
the medieval building. A single fragment of medieval pottery was retrieved from this 
deposit during machining of the sondage. 

5.4 A postulated medieval channel or moat 

5.4.1 Approximately 40m to the north of foundation [25], at the north end of trench 3077TT,
part of a large cut feature was investigated by means of a machine-excavated sondage. 
In view of its size and profile, and the nature and date of the fills, it has been 
interpreted as a possible channel or moat associated with the medieval building to the 
south. This feature is described below and illustrated on figure 6. 

5.4.2 Trench 3077TT

5.4.2.1 The earliest deposits at the north end of 3077TT comprised a sequence of alluvial 
strata unlike those seen elsewhere on the site. At the base of the sondage was a soft, 
light grey clay/silt [46], the surface of which was at c. 59.0m OD. This was sealed by a 
layer of soft, yellow sand [45], 0.20m thick and laminated with iron staining. Above 
this was 1.0m of yellowish brown and light grey clay/silt containing occasional 
pebbles [37] and [38]. Finally, this was sealed by a compact, light greyish brown sandy 
silt [36], which possibly equated to [31] to the south. This sequence of alluvial 
deposits was only observed in a small area and it is possible that they might be fills
within a large channel, the edge of which was beyond the limits of the sondage. If so, 
this might have been a naturally-formed precursor to the postulated artificial channel 
or moat which is described below. 

5.4.2.2 Cut [47] was recognised immediately below topsoil [1]/[2] at a height of 60.50m OD. 
Only the south side of the cut was exposed in section but its upper fill was seen to 
extend in plan to the north end of trench 3077TT, indicating a width in excess of 7m.
The cut had a very irregular profile, with some undercutting at the base, and a depth of
at least 1.70m (see Fig 6). The alignment of the cut was difficult to determine within 
the narrow confines of the evaluation trench, but seemed to be south west - north east. 

5.4.2.3 The earliest fills consisted of various (dumped?) deposits of sandy silt and silty sand, 
[39] - [44], some of which contained medieval pottery and roof tile. Fill [39] in 
particular contained a high percentage of roof tile, and was reminiscent of demolition
deposit [17] in trench 3078TT.

5.4.2.4 These dumped deposits at the base of the cut were sealed by fill [35], which extended 
up the side of the cut and consisted of friable, light grey sand, containing moderate,
medium and large fragments of medieval roof  tile and occasional medieval pottery. It 
is interpreted as a possible turf-line which developed after the postulated channel/moat
went out of use. At this period it would still have formed a pronounced depression in 
the landscape. 

5.4.2.5 Subsequently, cut [47] was infilled completely with a yellowish brown sandy silt, 
similar to “natural” deposits (such as [4]) found across much of the site. This deposit 
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contained frequent pockets or lenses of grey, fibrous silty sand, which were interpreted 
as decayed tree roots. In fact, some semi-decayed roots were seen within this deposit at 
the east end of the trench. Fill [34] contained a moderate amount of medieval roof tile, 
and lenses or patches of light bluish grey clay/silt. It is impossible to determine
whether this deposit accumulated gradually or was dumped deliberately in order to 
infill cut [47] and level this area of the site.

5.5 Other trenches with evidence for medieval activity 

5.5.1 Three trenches; 1674TT, 1675TT and 1676TT all located at some distance from the 
medieval building described above, produced evidence for the use of the site in the 
medieval period. The evidence included pits, ditches and a possible buried ploughsoil. 
The results from these three trenches are described below, in numerical order. 

5.5.2 Trench 1674TT

5.5.2.1 The earliest deposit was a “natural” layer of compact, mottled light greyish brown and 
reddish brown, sandy silt, in excess of 0.90m thick. The surface sloped slightly from
61.45m OD at the west end to 61.22m OD at the east end of the trench.

5.5.2.2 This deposit was cut by three intrusions (see Fig 7). At the east end of the trench was 
part of an irregular-shaped pit [60]. It measured >1.50m north-south and >2.20m east-
west, and was up to 0.35m deep. It is likely that the pit was originally deeper, but has 
been truncated in antiquity. It was infilled with [59]; a compact, mid greyish brown 
sandy silt containing moderate quantities of medieval pottery, including some large, 
relatively unabraded fragments. Other finds included slag, and small fragments of 
burnt clay. The fill contained charcoal flecks throughout and a concentrated lens of 
crushed charcoal. 

5.5.2.3 At the west end of the trench were two parallel ditches or gullies, running 
approximately south-west to north-east (see Fig 7). The largest, [56], was 
approximately 0.80m wide, with a U-shaped profile and a depth of 0.36m. The smaller
ditch [58] was approximately 0.32m wide and up to c. 0.20m deep, and seemed to butt-
end within the area of the trench. It is likely that both trenches were truncated in 
antiquity. Each contained a single fill ([55] and [57] respectively), which were 
indistinguishable: a compact, light brownish grey sandy silt containing occasional 
pebbles and flecks of charcoal. Fill [57] also contained a small fragment of medieval
pottery and a piece of metalworking slag. 

5.5.2.4 All three features in this trench were sealed by subsoil/ploughsoil [6], which was about 
0.18m thick and extended the length of the trench. It is likely that the formation and 
reworking of this deposit resulted in the truncation of the underlying features. 

5.5.2.5 Modern topsoil [1]/[2] sealed the earlier ploughsoil. The surface of the topsoil sloped 
slightly from 61.92m OD at the west end to 61.66m OD at the east end of the trench. 
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5.5.3 Trench 1675TT

5.5.3.1 Trench 1675TT was machine excavated carefully in spits to a depth of 0.60m to 0.80m
below existing ground surface; the base of subsoil/ploughsoil [6] and the top of 
‘natural’ silt [68], [73] and [76]. Three 3m long sondages were then machine
excavated to sample areas of silt at either end of the trench and at the centre (Cover, 
Fig 8). 

5.5.3.2 The earliest natural stratum was a layer of stiff, light bluish grey clay/silt [70], which 
occurred at 60.65m OD towards the east end and 60.10m OD in the centre of the 
trench. At the west end it dipped below the base of the trench and was not observed. 
This was sealed at the east end of the trench by a stiff, bluish grey clay/silt mixed with 
yellowish brown sand and containing occasional pebbles [69]. This was up to 0.50m
thick but became thinner to the west and petered out in the centre of the trench. These 
two deposits of alluvium were broadly similar to [50] in 1672TT and [83] in 1670TT.

5.5.3.3 The alluvial deposits were sealed by deposits of compact, yellowish brown sandy silt 
‘natural’ [68], [73] and [76], which varied only in the amount of pebbles or, in the case 
of [68], the inclusion of pockets of bluish grey clay/silt. These deposits were cut by a 
number of intrusions, all of which were only observed and recorded in section (see Fig 
8).

5.5.3.4 At the east end of the trench a slightly irregular cut [67], measuring c. 0.44m wide and 
0.45m deep, is interpreted as either a robbed posthole or an animal burrow. It was 
infilled with soft, yellowish brown sand [65], containing pebbles but no cultural 
material.

5.5.3.5 This was truncated by a possible pit [79], at least  0.95m wide and 0.45m deep, which 
was infilled with soft, light yellowish brown silty sand containing charcoal flecks and 
fine pebbles [65]. 

5.5.3.6 Cut [79] was removed partially by a rubbish pit [64], measuring 2.20m wide and up to 
0.75m deep. The primary fill [63] was a soft, light yellowish brown and reddish brown 
silty sand which contained flecks of charcoal and ceramic building material. Overlying 
this was a second fill [62]: a soft, mid brownish grey sandy silt containing pebbles, 
moderate charcoal, and occasional iron nails, small fragments of building material and 
medieval pottery.

5.5.3.7 To the west, in the central and western part of the trench, the natural deposits were 
removed partially by a large, but relatively shallow intrusion [77], which was over 
9.5m wide with shallow sloping sides and a depth of c. 0.70m. The function of this 
feature is unknown, as was its extent and orientation. It is likely that it was deeper 
originally, but has been truncated in antiquity. At the east end its primary fill [72] was 
a  mid brownish grey sandy silt containing frequent patches of compact, mid yellowish 
brown sandy silt. The principal fill [71] was composed of a soft, mid brownish grey 
silty sand which contained moderate amounts of medieval roof tile and pebbles.

5.5.3.8 At the west end of the trench cut [77] partially truncated an earlier cut [78]. This was 
at least 2m wide and 0.35m deep, although it too was probably deeper originally. It 
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was infilled primarily with a compact, mid brownish grey silty sand containing 
occasional pebbles, and flecks of charcoal and building material [74]. At the base of 
the fill the amount of charcoal increased, to up to 20% of the total, and patches of 
burnt clay were also noted [75]. 

5.5.3.9 Features in the central and western parts of the trench were sealed by 
subsoil/ploughsoil [6], which was up to 0.45m thick. It is likely that the formation and 
reworking of this deposit was responsible for the truncation of the underlying features. 

5.5.3.10 Topsoil [1]/[2] was approximately 0.25m thick and sloped from 61.51m OD at the east 
end to 60.92m OD at the west end of the trench. 

5.5.4 Trench 1676TT

5.5.4.1 Natural strata consisted of compact, yellowish brown sandy silt [51], which extended 
trench-wide and sloped from 61.19m OD at the west end to 60.73m OD towards the 
east end of the trench. At the west end this was sealed by [54], which was similar but 
contained more gravel, and had a surface at 61.74m OD. 

5.5.4.2 At the east end of the trench [51] was overlaid by a compact, brownish grey silty sand 
which contained pebbles, flecks of charcoal and small to medium fragments of slag 
and medieval pottery. The layer was about 0.30m thick and petered out towards the 
centre of the trench. It is interpreted as a buried medieval ploughsoil. 

5.5.4.3 Overlying the medieval ploughsoil and extending trench-wide was subsoil/ploughsoil
[6], which was about 0.35m thick. This was sealed by modern topsoil, the surface of 
which sloped from 62.29m OD at the west end to 61.53m OD at the east end of the 
trench.
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6 ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATASETS

6.1 Table 1: Events dataset 

EVENT_NAME:West of Station Road, Parsonage Farm
EVENT_CODE:ARC PFM 97 
EVENT_TYPE:Evaluation
CONTRACTOR:Museum of London Archaeology Service 
DATE:02/09/97-12/09/97
GRID:780160 261540 (URL Grid) 
PROJECT:CTRL
COUNTY:Kent
DISTRICT:Ashford
PARISH:Westwell CP 
SMR:
SITE_TYPE:Cultivated Land 3 - Operations to a depth >0.25m
PERIOD:Prehistoric and Roman (residual); medieval (occupation) 
METHOD:Mechanical removal of topsoil; hand excavation and recording of 
archaeological features 
PHASING:Potentially a single phase of occupation: late 11th- to mid 14th century 
ENVIRON:Negative results from one sample
FINDS:Residual prehistoric flints and Roman CBM; small assemblage of medieval
pottery, medium assemblage of medieval roof tile, small assemblage of (medieval?)
slag and iron nails
GEOLOGY:Sand (Folkestone Beds) capped in places by superficial deposits of clay 
with flints or ?brickearth 
CONTEXT_NUM:83 + 19 trench sheets 
THREAT:CTRL
SAMPLE:1%
SUMMARY:Residual prehistoric worked flints and Roman ceramic building 
material; Medieval: masonry foundations of a building, adjacent to a relict stream;
large artificial channel or moat to the north; two areas of pitting; buried ?ploughsoil
ARCHIVE:
ACC_NUM:
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6.2 Table 2 : Archaeological context inventory 

Key: Med Medieval

TRENCH CONTEXT TYPE PERIOD ASSOCIATION COMMENT
ALL 1 deposit Modern disturbed topsoil
ALL 2 deposit Modern topsoil
1664TT 3 deposit ploughsoil
1664TT 4 deposit ?natural brickearth
1664TT 5 deposit natural sand
1665TT 5 deposit natural sand
1667TT 5 deposit natural sand
1668TT 5 deposit natural sand
1671TT 5 deposit natural sand
1664TT 6 deposit ploughsoil
1665TT 6 deposit ploughsoil
1667TT 6 deposit ploughsoil
1667TT 7 deposit natural sand
1668TT 7 deposit natural sand
1668TT 8 deposit subsoil
1666TT 9 deposit clay-with-flints
1668TT 9 deposit clay-with-flints
1978TT 9 deposit clay-with-flints
1978TT 10 deposit clay-with-flints
1669TT 11 deposit ploughsoil
1669TT 12 deposit ?natural brickearth
1669TT 13 deposit natural sand
3078TT 14 deposit Med dump
3078TT 15 deposit ploughsoil
3079TT 15 deposit ploughsoil
3078TT 16 deposit ploughsoil
3078TT 17 deposit Med dump
3078TT 18 deposit Med dump
3078TT 19 deposit alluvium
3079TT 19 deposit alluvium
3078TT 20 deposit ?natural brickearth
3079TT 20 deposit ?natural brickearth
3078TT 21 deposit alluvium
3079TT 21 deposit alluvium
3078TT 22 deposit alluvium
3079TT 22 deposit alluvium
3079TT 23 deposit alluvium
3079TT 24 deposit alluvium
1677TT 25 masonry Med foundation
3078TT 25 masonry Med foundation
3079TT 25 masonry Med foundation
1677TT 26 deposit Med internal surface?
3079TT 26 deposit Med internal surface?
1677TT 27 deposit Med external surface?
3079TT 28 deposit Med surface or hearth?
3079TT 29 masonry Med foundation
3079TT 30 masonry Med foundation
1677TT 31 deposit ?natural brickearth
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TRENCH CONTEXT TYPE PERIOD ASSOCIATION COMMENT
1678TT 31 deposit ?natural brickearth
3077TT 31 deposit ?natural brickearth
3078TT 31 deposit ?natural brickearth
3079TT 31 deposit ?natural brickearth
3079TT 32 deposit Med internal surface?
1677TT 33 deposit Med? Structure?
3077TT 34 deposit 47 fill of channel/moat
3077TT 35 deposit 47 fill of channel/moat
3077TT 36 deposit ?natural brickearth
3077TT 37 deposit alluvium
3077TT 38 deposit alluvium
3077TT 39 deposit 47 fill of channel/moat
3077TT 40 deposit 47 fill of channel/moat
3077TT 41 deposit 47 fill of channel/moat
3077TT 42 deposit 47 fill of channel/moat
3077TT 43 deposit 47 fill of channel/moat
3077TT 44 deposit 47 fill of channel/moat
3077TT 45 deposit alluvium
3077TT 46 deposit alluvium
3077TT 47 cut 34, 35, 39-44 channel/moat
1672TT 48 deposit ?natural brickearth
1672TT 49 deposit natural sand
1672TT 50 deposit alluvium
1673TT 51 deposit ?natural brickearth
1676TT 51 deposit ?natural brickearth
1671TT 52 deposit ?natural brickearth
1673TT 52 deposit ?natural brickearth
1676TT 53 deposit ploughsoil?
1676TT 54 deposit ?natural brickearth
1674TT 55 deposit Med? 56 fill
1674TT 56 cut Med? 55 ditch
1674TT 57 deposit Med? 58 fill
1674TT 58 cut Med? 57 ditch
1674TT 59 deposit Med? 60 fill
1674TT 60 cut Med? 59 pit
1674TT 61 deposit ?natural brickearth
1675TT 62 deposit 64 fill
1675TT 63 deposit 64 fill
1675TT 64 cut 62, 63 pit
1675TT 65 deposit 79 fill
1675TT 66 deposit 67 fill
1675TT 67 cut 66 Posthole/

animal burrow 
1675TT 68 deposit ?natural brickearth
1675TT 69 deposit alluvium
1675TT 70 deposit alluvium
1675TT 71 deposit 77 fill
1675TT 72 deposit 77 fill
1675TT 73 deposit ?natural brickearth
1675TT 74 deposit 78 fill
1675TT 75 deposit 78 fill
1675TT 76 deposit ?natural brickearth
1675TT 77 cut 71, 72 ditch?
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TRENCH CONTEXT TYPE PERIOD ASSOCIATION COMMENT
1675TT 78 cut 74, 75 ditch?
1675TT 79 cut 65 pit?
1670TT 80 deposit alluvium
1678TT 80 deposit alluvium
1670TT 81 deposit alluvium
1678TT 81 deposit alluvium
1670TT 82 deposit ?natural brickearth
1670TT 83 deposit alluvium
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SECTION 2: STATEMENT OF IMPORTANCE 

7 CONCLUSIONS 

7.1 Extent of archaeological deposits 

7.1.1 Structural remains were confined to 1677TT, 3078TT and 3079TT. The building 
extended beyond the limits of excavation to west, south and east. 

7.1.2 The south side of an artificial channel or  possible moat was located approximately
40m to the north of the building, in 3077TT. The north side of this feature lay beyond 
the  northern extent of the evaluation trench. It is reasonable to suppose that the 
channel continues for some distance to the west and east of  the evaluation trench. 

7.1.3 Intrusive features were found in 1674TT, in the eastern corner of the site, and 1675TT,
in the southern part of the site. These features all extended beyond the limits of 
excavation. It is likely that other intrusive features exist in the vicinity of these two 
trenches.

7.1.4 An undisturbed layer of buried ?ploughsoil was located in 1676TT, and extended for 
an unknown distance beyond the limits of the trench. 

7.2 Nature of archaeological deposits 

7.2.1 The structural remains consisted principally of  an L-shaped  masonry foundation, 
possibly representing the north eastern corner of the building. Associated deposits 
included postulated internal earthen floors or occupation layers, a possible hearth, and 
a possible external cobbled surface or path. 

7.2.2 To the south of the building a relict stream contained deposits thought to be associated 
with the collapse or destruction of the building. 

7.2.3 Cut features included a large artificial channel or moat, possible refuse pits, ditches or 
gullies and a possible post hole. 

7.2.4 A 20 litre sample was taken from the fill medieval pit [60] and analysed for plant 
remains, however, many of the seeds retrieved were intrusive and of recent origin. 
Given the aerobic conditions on site and the evidence of root action environmental
samples may have limited potential for early medieval deposits. The relic river may
provide better environmental samples.

7.3 Character of the site 

7.3.1 The archaeological evidence is confined to a strip of relatively level lower ground 
along the southern and eastern part of the site, adjacent to Station Road. Most of the 
higher ground to the north is likely to have always been open land used for agriculture. 
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7.3.2 A building with masonry foundations was located in the southern corner of the site, 
adjacent to the north bank of a relict stream. The function of the building is unknown, 
although a farmstead or mill is an obvious possibility. 

7.3.3 To the north of the building, an artificial channel [47] at the north end of 3077TT, may
possibly be a moat or mill leat, and suggests that the building was of some
significance.

7.3.4 Evidence that the building was occupied, and not just an isolated and uninhabited barn, 
is provided by a number of cut features, possibly refuse pits, which suggest settled 
occupation rather than transitory use of the site. 

7.4 Date of occupation 

7.4.1 Seven fragments of prehistoric worked flint were recovered during machining or hand 
cleaning of trench sides and bases, in trenches 1672TT, 1673TT, 1674TT and 1678TT.
None were found in archaeological features. Three flints from [48] were found on the 
surface of the deposit and should really be considered as unstratified. There is 
therefore little evidence to suggest occupation of the site in the prehistoric period. 

7.4.2 One fragment of Roman building material was found in [26] 1677TT, which otherwise 
produced medieval material. There were no features to indicate occupation of the site 
in the Roman period. 

7.4.3 Dating of pottery from deposits associated with the building in 1677TT, from some of 
the intrusive features in 3077TT, 1674TT and 1675TT, and from the layer of ploughsoil 
in 1676TT suggests occupation of the site from the late 11th century, although most of 
the material dates from the mid 12th- to mid 14th century. Large quantities of  ceramic
roofing tiles were found, mostly in deposits thought to be associated with the 
demolition of the building. These cannot be dated accurately but are known to be of 
medieval date. 
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8 IMPORTANCE OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS 

8.1 Survival and conditions 

8.1.1 The medieval building survives in highly truncated form,  mostly at foundation level, 
immediately below the modern topsoil. Apart from demolition rubble there is no 
evidence for its superstructure and little evidence for contemporary floors, occupation 
layers or external surfaces. There are indications that it has been damaged by recent 
agricultural activity. 

8.1.2 All the intrusive features have been truncated by previous ploughing, and it is unlikely 
that the contemporary land surface survives. However, as a result of this the features 
which do survive are to some extent protected by overlying layers of ploughsoil. In 
particular the channel or moat is so deep that it is unlikely to be affected to any great 
extent by ploughing or harrowing of the site. 

8.2 Period 

8.2.1 Residual prehistoric and Roman; late 11th- to mid 14th century. 

8.3 Rarity 

8.3.1 Since 1977 the Kent Manorial and Moated Sites Group has been studying moated sites 
in Kent as part of the work of the Moated Sites Research Group (Tatton-Brown, T 
1977). This work has resulted in over 130 medieval moated sites listed in the Kent 
SMR, the majority of them located in the Weald. Most moated sites have a first phase 
of occupation between the 12th and 13th centuries (Champion, T and Overy, C 1989). 
In 1979 Mr Tatton-Brown added several new sites to the list including that at 
Tramhatch near Charing (TQ 923475). 

8.3.2 Kent has a high proportion of moated sites compared with other many other counties 
(Champion, T and Overy, C 1989) and although the possible moated site at West
Parsonage Farm is of high archaeological potential in terms of its remains, it cannot be 
said to be unusual for the county. Few moated sites, however, have been fully 
excavated to modern standards. 

8.4 Fragility and vulnerability 

8.4.1 The masonry foundations were found immediately below the topsoil at a depth of 0.10 
-0.20m. Dislodged fragments of masonry were found within the topsoil in the area of 
the building, suggesting that the remains have been disturbed recently by agricultural 
activity.

8.4.2 The shallow depth of topsoil across much of the site means that such archaeological 
deposits as are present are extremely vulnerable to ground disturbance. 

8.5 Diversity 
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8.5.1 The evaluation revealed a masonry structure, possible internal floors and external 
surfaces, and intrusive features such as pits, ditches and a large artificial channel, or 
moat.

8.6 Documentation 

8.6.1 No documentary evidence for the medieval structure is known at present, however, the 
ring and linear crop marks observed at the southern side of the site (URL, 1994), may
suggest further medieval features. 

8.7 Group value

8.7.1 The discovery of the possibly moated building has value in terms of the study of 
medieval moated sites in Kent and may contribute significant information to the 
Moated Sites Research Group (see section 8.3 above). Its location with respect to the 
16th century Grade II listed Parsonage Farm (URL, 1994) and its associated barn may
be important.

8.8 Potential 

8.8.1 The potential of the site is high. The evaluation has revealed a previously unknown 
medieval building, possibly defended by a surrounding moat.

8.8.2 The full extent and ground plan of the medieval building has not been ascertained, as it 
continued beyond the limits of excavation to west, south and east. Although no 
structural remains were found in any of the other evaluation trenches it is possible that 
this was only one of a complex of buildings; others might exist in the immediate
vicinity.

8.8.3 The artificial channel or moat has great potential. Confirmation of its form and 
function would  contribute greatly to the interpretation of the medieval building. The 
evaluation did not reveal the  complete profile, and its orientation and extent are 
unknown. A small amount of dating evidence was recovered from a limited area, and it 
is likely that considerably more artefactual evidence could be recovered. This would 
enhance greatly our understanding of the dating and status of the medieval building. 

8.8.4 Concentrations of cut features in trenches 1674TT and 1675TT suggest that there were 
areas of the site given over to pit digging, although there is insufficient evidence from
their fills to suggest function. Other pits might exist in the vicinity of those trenches. 
The intercutting of some of the pits suggests that these areas were used for some time,
and possibly that there was more than one phase of activity. This could only be 
determined by the recovery of additional dating evidence. The trenches containing the 
pit groups were located at some distance from the medieval building: 1675TT was 
approximately 60m to the north west and 1674TT was 150m to the north east. It is 
possible therefore that the features were  adjacent to other, as yet unidentified, 
buildings.
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8.8.5 The relict stream to the south of the medieval building might originally have formed
the southern boundary of the occupation site: even now the field boundary on this side 
is defined by a drainage ditch. Assuming that access to the building was via the route 
which survives as Station Road this implies that there might have been a bridge across 
the stream. Alternatively, the public footpath which today passes across the field might
mark the course of an earlier medieval trackway leading to the site from the north 
west.
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APPENDIX 1 

Pottery
By Roy Stephenson 

Introduction

The evaluation produced a total of 61 sherds (921g) of medieval pottery, and one sherd of post-
medieval pottery. Sherds were generally abraded with shell and chalk inclusions leeched out. 
The pottery was examined using a x 20 binocular microscope and recorded using standard 
MoLAS codes on pro-forma sheets. Quantification of the assemblage was by sherd count and 
weight. Pottery was recorded from eleven contexts.

Fabrics

The fabrics identified have been identified in broad fabric type. The fabrics have been identified 
on the basis of their main inclusions, although some can be divided into defined sources. 

Fabric Groups
Medieval

Early medieval shelly ware (EMSH) 10 sherds 171g 
Early medieval sandy ware (EMS) 10 sherds 127g 
Early medieval sand and shell ware (EMSS) 25 sherds 185g 
Coarse London type ware (LCOAR) 5 sherds 239g 
London type ware (LOND) 1 sherd 5g 
Tyler Hill ware 9 sherds 192g 

Post-medieval pottery

Early post-medieval redware (PMRE) 1 sherd 2g 

Forms

The medieval pottery sherds present are mostly unassignable, due to small size and abrasion. 
Despite this there are a number of larger sherds which suggest the range of forms present, theses 
include an LCOAR spouted pitcher along with an LCOAR and EMSH cooking pot from [59]. 
Context [23] produced the substantial remains of a tubular handle from a Tyler Hill ware frying 
pan, which although heavily abraded shows signs of sooting, and in addition there are possible 
(EMS) pitcher fragments from [26]. 

Chronology
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There are sherds that date from the late 11th century, but the greater bulk of the contexts date 
from the mid 12th possibly through to the mid 14th century. These contexts are typified by the 
presence of a sandy fabric with a speckled green glaze, which is assumed to be a product of the 
Tyler Hill industry (McCarthy and Brookes 1988, p 314). The other fabrics present may be 
products from the nearby Ashford kiln, in addition the London type wares present are commonly
occurring types from London and the South-east. 

General Comments 

The fabrics are those that are commonly occurring on the this group of site, although there are 
more substantial portions of vessels than are usually identified. The range of vessels are 
indicative of the domestic activity on the site.

Assessment of potential and further work

Should further pottery be recovered from the site, the connection of discrete groups of pottery 
with a specific building is an opportunity not to be overlooked. Hopefully there is the potential to 
give a focused ‘snapshot’ in time of the make-up of an domestic assemblage coupled to a 
building or event. There are a limited number of isolated rural medieval settlements in the south-
east, that have been excavated with accompanying groups of pottery, excavations at Elmwood
playing fields, Wallington, Surrey (Stepehenson fc) produced the remains of a late 13th century 
isolated farmstead with groups of pottery, should further work be carried out at Parsonage Farm,
the form and functions could be compared.

The following vessels/sherds should be illustrated: 
LCOAR spouted pitcher, [59] 
Tyler Hill ware frying pan [23]

Table 3: Bulk dataset, pottery 

TRENCH CONTEXT MATERIAL COUNT WEIGHT COMMENTS
1677TT 0 POT 5 55 Medieval
1669TT 11 POT 1 5 Medieval
3078TT 17 POT 1 15 Medieval
3078TT
3079TT

21 POT 1 2 Medieval

3079TT 23 POT 3 165 Medieval
1677TT 26 POT 8 85 Medieval
1677TT 27 POT 1 5 Medieval
3077TT 39 POT 2 10 Medieval
1676TT 53 POT 24 170 Medieval
1674TT 57 POT 1 15 Medieval
1674TT 59 POT 17 410 Medieval
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APPENDIX 2 

Building materials 
By Terence Paul Smith 

Introduction

This site, West of Station Road, Parsonage Farm (ARC PFM97), produced quite large quantities 
of roofing tile of medieval and/or post-medieval date. These are mostly plain tiles, although a 
few curved tiles were also recovered. One small piece of daub and one piece of rubble stone 
(possibly building material) were also recorded. The tiles were examined at x10 magnification
with a view to establishing fabric types. A tiny fragment of unidentifiable ceramic material was 
recovered from context [62]; this is not considered further below. 

Plain Roofing Tile

Fabrics

Four fabric types were distinguished, three of them being either identical with or basically 
similar to established MoLAS fabric types. 

Fabric 1: (= MoLAS fabric 2271): various shades of red or orange-red with a hard,
well-fired and fine texture with little quartz; commonly with reduced (grey

to black) cores. The material from this site includes a variant containing
crushed shell. 

Fabric 2: (= MoLAS fabric 2586): orange-red with a fine clay matrix and a scatter
of quartz, varying in frequency; this is a more sandy version of fabric 1; some

show a reduced (grey to black) core. The material from this site includes a variant 
containing crushed shell. 

Fabric 3: light brown in colour with greyish interior and a very sandy fabric with a
few small stone inclusions; the surfaces have a rough sandy feel. 

Fabric 4: (= MoLAS fabric 2278): creamy white, through pinkish, to light brown in
colour with a hard, well-fired texture and sometimes with a marbled
appearance; several have reduced (grey) cores. 

A few tile fragments, from contexts [27] and [34], were so severely overfired that their fabrics
were not identifiable. 

Tiles in these several fabrics were found in the following contexts: 

Fabric 1: contexts [ 0, 17, 23, 27, 34, 35, 43, 71] 
Fabric 2: contexts [17, 19, 23, 27, 34, 35, 39, 43, 62, 71] 
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Fabric 3: contexts [35, 62, 71] 
Fabric 4: contexts [17, 19, 26, 27] 

Tiles in fabrics 1 and 2 were much used in London, those in fabric 1 from the mid- to late 12th 
century onwards, those in fabric 2 from c.1300 onwards. Both continued in use into post-
medieval times. They were probably manufactured fairly locally, possibly - in view of the 
Kentish finds - on the eastern side of London, in what is now metropolitan Kent. It is known 
from documentary sources that both Deptford and Woolwich had become centres of roofing-tile
manufacture by the late Middle Ages and continued to produce tiles into post-medieval times.
Fabric 3 is not a London type and may be presumed to be a local, Kentish product. Its date-range 
is at present not known. Fabric 4 may well be a Kentish product too. Tiles in the fabric have 
been found in London, though only rarely. At Bull Wharf in the City such tiles appear to be of 
early date, perhaps of the 13th century; it is possible, however, that they continued long beyond 
this in Kent. From the Middle Ages there was a flourishing roofing tile industry in Kent, notably 
at Tyler Hill, north of Canterbury, though also elsewhere. Maidstone had become a centre of 
manufacture by the 17th century, although many smaller local yards would have been in 
operation too. 

Although there are one or two clues to more refined dating (see below), it is not normally
possible to date plain roofing tiles with any precision - by their very nature they remained largely 
unchanged through the centuries. 

Tiles had been required on the properties belonging to Christchurch Cathedral, Canterbury 
following the fire of 1174, which  destroyed the eastern arm of the cathedral and which started in 
some nearby thatched cottages. Elsewhere in the county, however, and particularly in rural areas, 
roofing tiles probably came into use rather later. Their use was given a fillip during the 13th 
century, when clay tiles became cheaper than wooden shingles, their principal rivals on roofs 
which were not thatched. In due course, clay roofing tiles were to become the main roofing
material  of the county, from which much of the character of its vernacular and other buildings 
derives.

Large fragments from context [17], in a shelly variant of fabric 2, could be re-assembled to form
a complete tile. Otherwise no complete tiles were recovered, although a number preserved their 
full breadths. The thicknesses of all tiles were recorded. The dimensions of the tiles in 
millimetres were as follows:

Table 4: Fabrics 

Fabric 1
CONTEXT LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS
[0] - - 13-14
[1] - 150-52 10-12
[1] - - 12-14
[23] - - 12-13
[27] - - 11-15
[34] - - 9-15
[35] - - 10-13
[43] - - 10-14
[71] - - 10-12
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Fabric 2 
CONTEXT LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS
[0] - - 11-12
[17] 243-4 153-4 14-15
[19] - - 12-13
[23] - - 11-12
[27] - - 11-15
[34] - - 9-15
[35] - - 11-14
[39] - 152-4 10-11
[39] - - 10-15
[43] - - 10-14
[62] - - 11-12
[71] - - 11-13

Fabric 3
CONTEXT LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS
[35] - - 9-10
[62] - - 10-14
[71] - - 12

Fabric 4
CONTEXT LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS
[17] - 150 14-15
[17] - 152 12
[17] - 152 13-14
[17] - 152-3 14-15
[17] - 154 14-15
[17] - 156 13-14
[17] - - 13-15
[19] - - 14
[27] - - 14-15

Roofing-tile dimensions are not a good guide to dating. There was legislation regarding the 
matter from time to time, as early as the late 13th century in London when roofing tiles were 
required to be ‘of the ancient scantling [= dimensions]’ though what those ‘ancient’ dimensions
were is not stated! In 1477 Edward IV regulated the size for the country as a whole at the 
equivalent of 267 x 184 x at least 15 mm; but this was widely ignored and had to be re-affirmed
by George I in 1725. Even after that time, however, the legislation was not always strictly 
followed.

It is clear from the material from this site that variations in thickness were quite considerable, 
with most failing to reach, and none exceeding, the regulation thickness of 15 mm. The most
consistent in thickness are those in fabric 4, from context [17], varying only by 2-3 mm.
Interestingly, these also show little variation in breadth, nearly all being in the range 152 to 153 
mm. Minor variations such as these were unavoidable because of differential shrinkage during 
the drying and firing stages of manufacture.
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Plain tiles could be fixed to the laths of the roof either by means of nibs - that is, small lugs 
moulded from the clay itself - or by means of pegs or nails through holes made in the tiles (or 
occasionally by a combination of both methods). Where the upper edges of tiles survived from
this site, as they did in several cases, all showed holes and no nibs were present. Where
sufficient of a tile remained, it could be seen that the holes were arranged in pairs - by far the 
most common arrangement at all times - and it is likely that all the tiles followed this pattern. 
The holes were made using a pointed stick which was pushed through the clay of the newly 
moulded tile. As quite commonly, this was done on the tiles from this site in a fairly careless, 
almost haphazard, manner, with the holes being arranged asymmetrically, at differing heights, 
and sometimes extremely close to the top edge of the tile; sometimes too they are very close 
together: two holes in a tile from context [17], in fabric 2, were only 33 mm apart centre-to-
centre; one of these holes was not pushed right through; this is by no means an uncommon
feature of peg tiles.  A tile from context [27], also in fabric 2, had its holes set only 35 mm apart 
centre-to-centre.

Most of the holes in tiles from this site from this site were round in shape and showed the usual 
taper from the upper face to the lower face of the tile. A tile from context [27], in fabric 2, had 
holes only 5 mm and 6 mm in diameter at the lower face: these must have been intended to take 
nails rather than wooden pegs. Round holes are by far the most common and seem to have been 
used in all periods. Square holes, either set square or diagonally, seem generally to belong to the 
period from the late Middle Ages - the 15th century - onwards. At this site they were preserved 
in tiles from contexts [0], [34], and [71], all in fabric 1.

All the tile fragments showed the characteristic slight camber across the breadth, formed by 
simply pressing the two long edges towards each other after demoulding. The cambers enabled 
the tiles to fit more ‘comfortably’ on the roof and also aided the throw-off of rain-water. 

Earlier tiles were sometimes glazed on their lower portions, a practice which seems to have died 
out during the later Middle Ages, perhaps from the later 15th century onwards. The only glazed 
tiles from this site were in fabric 2. A tile from context [34] showed brown splash-glaze - that is, 
small spots of glaze splashed onto the surface, perhaps using a brush. Tiles from contexts [35] 
and [39] showed brown cover-glaze - that is, glaze in a continuous patch rather than splashed - in 
a strip c.30 mm deep - across the lower edge but not extending over the full width. A tile from
context [62] showed a patch of green cover-glaze. That such glaze was often only poorly applied 
was probably not important; its purpose was decorative rather than protective, and even small
patches or splashes would catch the light and reflect it from a roof, giving the desired ‘sparkle’ 
to the building. It was not necessary to glaze more than the bottommost portion since plain tiles 
had to be double-lapped, so that only about a third would show in the actual roof-plane. 

Whilst still in the mould, the newly formed tiles were usually smoothed with a flat piece of wood 
(the ‘strike’) to remove excess clay and give a smooth finish;  tiles from context [34] and [71], in 
fabric 1, however, appear to have been smoothed with a wet brush, for the surfaces have series of 
very fine striations, as if made with a slight sweeping motion with such a brush. 

One tile from context [34], in fabric 1, had its one preserved edge pushed up to form a distinct 
ridge; this is probably due to no more than an accident during manufacture.

Tiles were sometimes laid flat for initial drying, and in one case, from context [17], an animal
(perhaps a cat) had walked across the surface of a tile in fabric 1, leaving its paw-prints in the 
still soft material.
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Several of the tiles from the site were slightly overfired.

Several of the tiles also showed signs of wear, with their surfaces and/or edges softened. 

Curved Tile 

A few curved tile fragments were recovered, none sufficiently preserved to show a full size. 
From context [17] came a fragment 12-13 mm thick in fabric 1; it was mostly in reduced fabric, 
the colour being maintained only at the surfaces. Also with a reduced core was a fragment in 
fabric 2 from context [27]; it was 15 mm thick. A fragment, also in fabric 2, from context [71] 
had brown cover-glaze on its upper (convex) surface; it was 14 mm thick. These curved tiles 
probably served as ridge-tiles, masking and protecting from weather, the junction of the plain 
tiles at the apex of the roof. It is possible, however, that they were hip-tiles, used down the 
angles of hipped roofs. 

Daub

A tiny fragment of brown-coloured daub was recovered from context [59]; it was featureless. 

Stone

A piece of what was probably decayed Kentish Ragstone was recovered from context [25]. It 
showed no tooling or mortar and although it may have been building rubble it is by no means
certain that the stone was used as building material.

Assessment and Potential for Further Work 

It may be possible to compare the probably Kentish tiles in fabrics 3 and 4 with others from Kent 
and attempt to establish a distribution map of examples; this may even point to the most likely 
area for their manufacture.

The possible use of a wet brush for smoothing the newly formed tiles is interesting and examples
from other sites should be looked for. 

The paw-print on the upper surfaces of one of the tiles is an interesting side-light on methods of 
manufacture and is worth noting; it does not, however, call for any further work on the material
from this site - unless, perhaps, a mammal specialist could positively identify the (cat’s?) print. 
Such prints, it may be noted, are not at all common on medieval and post-medieval plain tiles. 

The often haphazard method of forming the peg/nail holes is also interesting as an aspect of 
manufacturing methods, but again does not call for any further work. 
Table 5: Bulk dataset, building material 

TRENCH CONTEXT MATERIAL COUNT WEIGHT COMMENTS
1673TT 0 DAUB 1 20 base of trench south end 
1677TT 0 STONE 1 20
1678TT 0 CERAMIC 3 400 tile from dumping over 
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BUILDING
MATERIAL

river deposits. Medieval

3078TT 17 CERAMIC
BUILDING
MATERIAL

15 5170 Medieval

3078TT 19 CERAMIC
BUILDING
MATERIAL

2 220 Medieval

3079TT 23 CERAMIC
BUILDING
MATERIAL

2 45 Medieval

1677TT 3078TT 
3079TT

25 STONE 1 580 stone sample

1677TT 26 CERAMIC
BUILDING
MATERIAL

1 5 Roman

1677TT 27 CERAMIC
BUILDING
MATERIAL

38 2800

3077TT 34 CERAMIC
BUILDING
MATERIAL

43 2500 Medieval

3077TT 35 CERAMIC
BUILDING
MATERIAL

10 530 Medieval

3077TT 39 CERAMIC
BUILDING
MATERIAL

9 790 Medieval

3077TT 43 CERAMIC
BUILDING
MATERIAL

6 205 Medieval

1674TT 59 DAUB 1 10
1675TT 62 CERAMIC

BUILDING
MATERIAL

8 210 Medieval

1675TT 71 CERAMIC
BUILDING
MATERIAL

14 920 Medieval
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APPENDIX 3 

FLINT
By Jonathan Cotton 

Introduction

Seven pieces of struck flint were recovered during the evaluation, of which only three came from
a stratified context. There are no diagnostic pieces, although several flakes bear traces of 
marginal use-wear. 

Results

With such a small group, dating is inevitably problematic, though all could be accommodated
within a general Neolithic-Bronze Age date-range. 

Table 6: Bulk dataset, flint 

TRENCH CONTEXT TOTAL COMMENTS
1672TT 48 3 2 flakes with marginal use-wear; 1 flake/blade with

step-fracturing
1673TT 0 1 Squat flake with wide striking platform
1674TT 0 2 1 proximal end of narrow flake/blade; 1 squat flake
1678TT 0 1 Large squat flake with notch and marginal ‘scraping’

retouch
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APPENDIX 4 

Finds
By Jackie Keily, with Angela Wardle 

Quantification

No small finds were recorded from this site, however a number of fragments of slag and part of 
an iron nail were found, and are detailed below: 

Table 7: Bulk dataset, slag
TRENCH CONTEXT MATERIAL COUNT WEIGHT COMMENTS
1673TT 0 SLAG 1 130 Base of Trench south end 
3077TT 43 SLAG 1 155
1674TT 57 SLAG 1 155
1674TT 59 SLAG 1 15
1675TT 62 NAIL 1 5

Only one fragment of slag or nail came from each context. 

Storage and curation 

The metal artefacts have been stored in a controlled and monitored low humidity environment.

Further work

With just four small slag fragments retrieved from the evaluation, detailed analysis is not 
recommended. If further excavation is undertaken, however, and a larger sample is located then 
further analysis should be undertaken to indicate what type of metalworking was taking place 
and to which period it dates. 
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APPENDIX 5 

PLANT REMAINS 
By John Giorgi 

Introduction

A single environmental sample of 20 litres was collected from the fill [59] of a medieval pit. The 
sample was assessed to establish the abundance, diversity and quality of any surviving plant 
remains.

Methods

The sample was processed in a flotation machine, using sieve sizes of 0.25mm and 1.0mm to 
recover the flot and residue respectively. The residues was dried and sorted by eye for biological 
and artefactual remains.

The flot was scanned using a low-powered binocular microscope, and the abundance, diversity, 
and modes of preservation of all organic remains were recorded. A summary of the results is 
shown in (enviro dataset).

Results

The sample produced a small flot (20ml) which consisted of a small quantity of charcoal 
fragments, which were also sorted from the residue. A small number of uncharred seeds of wild 
plants were also recovered, which included the shrubs, elder (Sambucus sp.) and 
blackberry/raspberry (Rubus fruticosus/idaeus), weeds, eg. stinging nettle (Urtica dioica), and 
wetland plants, eg. sedge (Carex sp.). Root and stem fragments were also present in the flot. 

Statement of potential 

It is probable that the seeds recovered from the sample are intrusive and of recent origin given 
the aerobic soil conditions at the site and the evidence of root action in the sample. Also the 
charcoal fragments were too small for identification purposes. 

Recommendations

It is recommended that no further work be carried out on the sample from this site as the plant 
remains are almost definitely intrusive and the charcoal fragments too small to be identified.

© UNION RAILWAYS LIMITED 1997 12
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Table 8: Environmental dataset, plant remains 

TRENCH CONTEXT SAMPLE METHOD SUMMARY COMMENTS
1674TT 103 1 flotation

(0.25mm
sieve)

uncharred
seeds++;
roots/stems+
+;
charcoal++

plant remains probably
intrusive; no further
work recommended

© UNION RAILWAYS LIMITED 1997 13



WEST OF STATION ROAD, PARSONAGE FARM (ARC PFM 97) EVALUATION REPORT

Kent SMR Record Sheet
Site Name: West of Station Road, Parsonage Farm

Site code: ARC PFM 97

Summary: An evaluation of 19 trenches, commissioned by Union Railways Limited, was carried out 
by the Museum of London Archaeology Service, in September 1997, north-west of Ashford, Kent. 
Archaeological features were present in 7 evaluation trenches. 

District: Ashford Parish: Hothfield CP 

Period(s):

1.Residual prehistoric

2. Residual Roman

3. Medieval, late 11th to mid 14th century 

NGR Easting 598000 NGR Northing 146100

Type of Recording: Evaluation Watching-Brief Field Walking

                (Delete) Excavation Geophysical Survey Measured Survey

Date of Recording: (From) 02/09/1997 (To) 12/09/1997 

Unit Undertaking Recording: MoLAS

Museum of London Archaeology Service, Walker House, 87 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4V 4AB 

1.1.1 Summary of Field Results:

The geology of the site consisted of Folkstone Bed sands and sandy silt, capped in places by colluvial 
‘head’ deposits of clay with flints. A river channel, largely infilled with natural hillwash deposits,
crossed from north-west to south-east. The ground surface varied between 58.60m and 69.70m OD.

The archaeology consisted of residual prehistoric worked flints and Roman ceramic building material.
Furthermore, the masonry foundations of a medieval building were located, situated adjacent to a 
relict stream. A large artificial channel or moat to the north may have enclosed the building.  Two 
areas of pitting lay to the east. Some evidence of buried ?ploughsoil.

Location of Archive/Finds: URL archive at Aylesford 

Bibliography: Evaluation Report. 

Summary Compiler: Kieron Heard/Friederike Hammer Date: 8/1/1998
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