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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 The commission 

 

1.1.1 Thames Water is currently proposing an extension to its already 

established sewage treatment works (STW) located on the southern 

bank of the River Thames at Long Reach, Dartford. Long Reach STW 

is centred on NGR TQ 555352 176690 (Figure 1). The site covers an 

area of c.29ha although only three small areas within the site are 

proposed for development. The proposals have highlighted the need for 

a desk-based appraisal which considers the archaeology of the site and 

its immediate environs.   

 

1.1.2  This report assesses the extent of known archaeology and historic 

landscape development in and around Long Reach STW and discusses 

the likelihood for further archaeological finds within the area. 

 

1.1.3 The national (PPG16) and local (The West Dartford Adopted 

Development Plan) policy guidelines on archaeology indicate that 

important archaeological sites should be protected and wherever 

possible preserved in situ. However, for features of lesser importance, 

preservation by record is an acceptable alternative. 

 

1.1.4 Planning authorities may (where it is considered that archaeological 

sites exist) expect applicants to undertake at their own expense an 

archaeological evaluation prior to determination of any planning 

application. If important archaeological sites are identified a condition 

may be attached to any planning permission which requires 

preservation in situ or outlines a scheme of further archaeological 

investigation that must be undertaken. This document forms part of the 

information required by the local planning authority in order to allow 

for the assessment on archaeological grounds of any proposed 

development. 

 

1.1.5 Long Reach STW is not located within a conservation area or an Area 

of Special Archaeological Priority.   

 

1.2 In connection with the commission 

 

1.2.1 All records of archaeological sites and finds that relate to Long Reach 

STW and a surrounding radius of 1km were collected from the Kent 

Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) held by Kent County Council. 

Reports on previous archaeological work in the area contained in the 

SMR files were also consulted.   

 

1.2.2 A search was made for all readily accessible manuscript and printed 

maps and plans and other relevant documents in the Centre for Kentish 

Studies. A list of all sources are provided in the Reference section at 

the end of this report.  
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1.2.3 A site visit was undertaken on the 8th July 2008, during which 

observations were made and notes taken on topography, current 

landuse and any visible cultural heritage features surviving within and 

around the immediate vicinity of the site. 

 

1.3 Methodology 

 

1.3.1 The desk-based work has been carried out in such a way as to allow the 

report to be structured as follows: 

 

Location, Topography, Geology and Current Landuse 

 

This summarises the physical characteristics of the Long Reach STW 

site. 

 

Archaeological and Historical Features 

 

The known archaeological interest of the site and its surrounds is 

presented and interpreted. An assessment is thereafter made of the 

archaeological potential of the area, taking into account features of the 

physical environment and other factors that may enhance or reduce the 

opportunities for the survival of archaeological remains. 

 

Assessment of Archaeological Potential and Conclusions 

 

An assessment of the archaeological potential of the area is presented 

followed by a concluding statement. 

 

 

2. Location, Topography, Geology and Landuse 

 

2.1 Long Reach STW lies 3.5km north east of the centre of Dartford, Kent 

and is located on the southern bank of the River Thames. The site can 

clearly be seen from the Queen Elizabeth II Bridge Crossing at 

Dartford. The site is bounded to the north by the River Thames, to the 

east by Littlebrook Power Station and to the west and south by the 

Dartford Marshes (see Figure 1). 

 

2.2 The site is located to the eastern side of the Thames Basin and the 

underlying solid geology is Upper Cretaceous Chalk, overlain by river 

terrace gravels and alluvium. Long Reach STW are situated in an area 

of uniform low-lying land (approximately 2m AOD) around the 

confluence of the River Darent and the Thames. Previous borehole 

surveys carried out across the site by Thames Water in 1993 show the 

depth of the topsoil to be a total of 0.35m. 

  

2.3 The site is currently an operational sewage treatment works owned by 

Thames Water and has undergone numerous expansions since its 

construction in 1875 (see section 3.2). The site occupies a large area at 
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the northern end of Marsh Street and comprises a mixture of brick built 

administration buildings and sewage plant machinery.  

 

 
 

Plate 1  Long Reach STW taken from the site of the old Orchard Hospital. Littlebrook 

Power Station dominates the background. 

 

  

3. Archaeological and Historical Features 
 

3.1 Introduction (numbers in bold text refer to entries on Figure 1 and Appendix 

A) 

 

3.1.1  Any desk-based assessment of the archaeological potential of a site 

depends not only on an understanding of known archaeological 

features within the site, but also an awareness of the deficiencies in the 

archaeological record, the archaeological and historical context of the 

locality in which the proposed development is situated, and also an 

understanding of the site's landuse history, geology, and topography. 

 

3.1.2 It should be borne in mind that the Sites and Monuments Record 

(SMR), upon which knowledge of the ‘known’ archaeology of an area 

is based, contains records of archaeological remains that have been 

identified in the following ways: as surviving earthworks or other 

standing monuments, as cropmarks on aerial photographs, as 

discoveries recorded during archaeological investigations, as chance 

finds of artefacts on the ground surface and as accidental discoveries 

made during ground disturbance, usually associated with gardening, 

ploughing or construction work. 

 

3.1.3 The collection of data for the SMR is therefore essentially random and 

unsystematic. Much buried archaeology does not reveal itself in the 

ways mentioned above. Therefore the SMR is by its nature provisional 
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and cannot be taken as a definitive list of surviving archaeological 

remains. 

 

3.1.4  This section describes the currently known archaeological remains and 

historical features within a 1km radius of Long Reach STW, Dartford. 

This information is taken from records held by the Kent County 

Council SMR, Centre for Kentish Studies and the site visit undertaken. 

Figure 1 illustrates the distribution of known sites and features. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1  Long Reach STW, Dartford in Relation to Sites and Monuments Record 

Data 
(Based upon the Ordnance Survey map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s 

Stationary Office. Licence No. WU298557) 

 

 

3.2  Known archaeological and historical sites 

 

  The Application Site 

 



Thames Water 2008 

Extension to Long Reach Sewage Treatment Works, Dartford, Kent 7 

3.2.1 The original sewage treatment works on the site date from 1875 and 

were the responsibility of the West Kent Main Sewerage Board. 

However, in 1974 responsibility of the site was transferred to the 

Thames Water Authority Metropolitan Public Health Division which is 

now known as Thames Water (Thames Water Authority 1979). The 

SMR does not list any known sites of archaeological interest within the 

proposed development site. However, various Prehistoric, post-

Medieval and undated features surround the site and these will be 

discussed below. 

 

The surrounds of the Application Site: the archaeological context 

 

 Prehistoric (500,000 BC – AD 43) 

 

3.2.2 Few Prehistoric artefacts have been found within a 1km radius of the 

site and of the finds discovered each provides no real evidence of 

prolonged occupation. Three stone axes dating to the Neolithic period 

(3,500 to 2,000 BC) were found in the River Thames 400m north-east 

of the site [3]. A submarine forest also exists on the banks of the River 

Thames c.500m north-west of the site [4]. A small pit or posthole of 

uncertain Prehistoric date was found during a trial trench evaluation at 

Bondfield Walk, Dartford c.200 west of the site [5]. 

 

Roman (AD 43 – 410) 

 

3.2.3 Very little documentary evidence survives to provide a detailed history 

of the Dartford area during the Roman period. However, Watling 

Street was an important link between London and the Kent coast at 

Dover and Dartford was one of a number of major staging posts along 

the road. These staging posts were laid out every 8-12 miles along the 

road and provided overnight accommodation and enclosures for 

animals (www.dartford.gov.uk). This implies at least a small settled 

community in the immediate area of the ford. However, no evidence of 

Roman activity has been found within the surrounds of the STW and 

this is possibly due to the area being located within the Dartford 

Marshes and therefore unsuitable for habitation.  

 

Saxon (AD 410 – 1066) 
 

3.2.4 Little archaeological evidence of Saxon activity is known in the area 

although a system of tide walls on Littlebrook Marshes known as the 

Littlebrook Walls [6] were mentioned in a charter of Ethelred in 

AD995. This system of earthworks is believed to date between the Late 

Saxon to early Medieval period and were located immediately to the 

east of the site, under what is now Littlebrook power station. Nearly 

the entire complex of earthworks were destroyed by the erection of the 

power station, with only a small portion of them remaining consisting 

of a low much-spread bank approximately 15m wide x 0.30m high. 

Very little information can be gleaned from this remnant although 
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Spurrell (1885) states “There is good reason to believe that Littlebrook 

Walls was the site of an important settlement in Late Saxon times”. 

 

Medieval (1066 – 1485) 

 

3.2.5 During the Medieval period, the Dartford area appears to have 

prospered as it is listed in the Domesday Book as having a church and 

three chapels, a mill and two ‘hythes’ of land. However, the marshes to 

the north of the town appeared to have stayed uninhabited and 

undeveloped with the exception of a few isolated farmsteads such as 

Joyce Green and Marsh Street.  

 

3.2.6 The first mention of the Joyce Green site is found from 1254 when it 

was listed as Joceus De Marisco, meaning Joyce’s Farm. It is 

mentioned again in 1278 and in 1334 is given as the manorial home of 

Richard Joyce and his family (MoLAS 1994).  

 

3.2.7 However, the area of the STW does not contain any known remains 

dating to the Medieval period.  

 

Post-Medieval (1485 – present) 

 

3.2.8 During the post-Medieval period extensive documentation exists for 

the area immediately surrounding the site although, the site itself 

appears to suffered little activity. From 1884 onwards three hospital 

ships accommodating Smallpox victims were moored up at Long 

Reach; the Atlas, Endymion and Castalia (Plate 3). Associated 

administration buildings such as a laundry, nurses sleeping quarters 

and a house to contain the engines and dynamos for electric lighting 

were built on the land opposite the three ships (Plate 2) on the site of 

what would later become Long Reach Smallpox Hospital [12] 

(www.workhouses.org). Long Reach Hospital was located c.400m 

north-west on land immediately adjacent to the STW and was built in 

1901 to help contain the smallpox epidemic of that year 

(www.portcities.org.uk). An associated pier was also constructed on 

the banks of the River Thames used for landing patients from the boats 

to the hospital [11]. This pier also served as the final stop for the river 

ambulance which was set up to provide a more efficient means of 

transporting smallpox patients to and from Long Reach 

(www.dartfordhospitalhistories.org.uk). A tramway [13] was 

constructed in 1897 to transport the patients between the pier and the 

hospital in horse-drawn tram-cars and in 1904 this tramway was 

extended to reach the newly completed Joyce Green and Orchard 

Hospitals, bringing the length of tramway to 3.4 miles. The tramway 

was closed from Long Reach in 1930 but was used internally until 

1943 when the track was lifted to use as salvage as part of the war 

effort. This infrastructure is still evident today as a field boundary and 

earthwork. The later additions of the Orchard Hospital [14], c.400m 

south-west, established in 1902 and the Joyce Green Hospital, c.100m 

south-west, established 1903 dominated the inland landscape of the 
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Dartford Marshes during the early twentieth century 

(www.workhouses.org).   

 

 
 

Plate 2  Long Reach shore buildings 1890’s  
Taken from (http://www.workhouses.org.uk/index.html?MAB-JoyceGreen/MAB-JoyceGreen.shtml) 

 

 

3.2.9 In addition the following sites of post-Medieval date are registered on 

the Kent SMR within a 1km radius of the site:  

 

 Concrete jetty with iron mooring bollards, immediately north of the 

site [1]; 

 Unused tidal basin located immediately north of the site [2]; 

 Oval enclosure on Dartford Marshes, less than 100m to the west 

[7]; 

 Barrows or quarry pits located on Dartford Marshes, c.50m west 

[8]; 

 A monument consisting of two fluted and one rounded stone 

column lies c.400m north-west of the site [9]; 

 A possible boundary consisting of seven vertical squared stakes in 

two irregular rows running perpendicular to the foreshore, c.400m 

north-west [10];  

 Gravel pit, c.500m south-east [15]; 

 Littlebrook Power Station, immediately south-east [16];  

 Jetty, c.800m south-east [17];  

 Unidentified circular defensive? feature, c.700m south-east [18];  

 Jetty, c.300m east [19];  

 Various shipwrecks all lie within 400m north-east [20-29]; 

 Unidentified and undated pattern in field, c.50m west [30];  

 Possible undated post built structure running parallel to the 

foreshore at Long Reach, c.600m north-west [31];  
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 Undated grid pattern in field, c.650m north-west [32];  

 Undated pit cluster, c.400m north-west [33]; 

 Undated grid pattern/square feature in field, c.500m west [34]; 

 Undated rig and furrow evidence in field, c.400m west [35]; 

 Undated linear boundary or cropmark, c.300m south [36]; 

 Possible remains of undated salt works or barrows, c.250m south-

east [37];  

 Undated ring ditch, c.400m south-east [38]; and 

 Undated quarry pits, c.600m south-east [39]. 

 

Listed Buildings 

 

3.2.10 There are no listed buildings located within a 1km radius of Long 

Reach STW. 

 

Cartographic Evidence 

 

3.2.11 The most useful source of information regarding the development of 

the area around and including Long Reach STW during the post-

Medieval period is from historic maps. 

 

 
 

Figure 2  Dartford and Wilmington Hundred Map of 1769 
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3.2.12 The earliest studied map of the site was the Dartford and Wilmington 

Hundred Map of 1769 (Figure 2). The site is shown as an undeveloped 

part of the Dartford Marshes. A house is shown at the top of Marsh 

Street, immediately to the south of the site and Long Reach Tavern, 

which was still in existence until the 1960’s is shown to the north west 

of the site. The road or track layout shown on this map for the area 

immediately surrounding the site is strikingly similar to that of today 

and as a result the shape of the site has not changed significantly in 

over 200 years. Cartographic evidence of the site pre-Ordnance Survey 

is limited due to the lack of development within and surrounding the 

site and its location in marginal land within the Dartford Marshes.   

 

 

 
  

Figure 3  Ordnance Survey Map 1869 – 1875 

 

3.2.13 The Ordnance Survey Map of 1869 - 75 (Figure 3) shows the site split 

into ten fields with Little Powder Creek bounding the site to the east 

and the houses at the top of Marsh Street to the south. No development 

has taken place in the area since the Dartford and Wilmington Map 

was produced in 1769 as the site and its surrounding land was 

unsuitable for development due to its location within the Dartford 

Marshes.    
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Figure 4  Ordnance Survey Map 1898 - 1899 

 

3.2.14 By the 1898 – 99 Ordnance Survey Map (Figure 4), a small sewage 

works had become established on the Long Reach site. The West Kent 

Main Sewerage Board was responsible for this works which were 

established in 1875 and a main sewer had been lain running north-east 

to south-west across the site and down towards Dartford. Three 

hospital ships accommodating smallpox victims were moored up at 

Long Reach from 1884 onwards, the Atlas, Endymion and Castalia 

(see Plate 3). Associated administration buildings, a laundry, extra 

nurses sleeping quarters and a house to contain the engines and 

dynamos for electric lighting were built on the land opposite the three 

hospital ships (Plate 2) on the site of what would become Long Reach 

Smallpox Hospital approximately 400m to the north-west of the site. 

An associated pier had also been constructed on the banks of the River 

Thames. The houses to the south of the site, at the top of Marsh Street 

are still depicted on this map.  
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Plate 3  The floating smallpox ships moored at Long Reach Pier. From the left they 

are the 'Atlas', 'Endymion' and 'Castalia'. The land-based buildings (Plate 2) are 

visible behind the Castalia.  

 

 
 

Figure 5  Ordnance Survey Map 1909 

 



Thames Water 2008 

Extension to Long Reach Sewage Treatment Works, Dartford, Kent 14 

3.2.15 Just ten years later, the Ordnance Survey Map of 1909 shows a slight 

extension to the sewage treatment works with the addition of a sewage 

bed and extra buildings around the main hub. Long Reach Hospital, 

which was built in 1901 to accommodate patients from the full hospital 

ships is clearly depicted on this map showing buildings stretching to 

the edge of the site. The three hospital ships previously moored at 

Long Reach had left the area by 1902 and three land-based hospitals, 

Long Reach, Joyce Green and Orchard had been established to cope 

with the infected. The Joyce Green Hospital and the smaller adjacent 

Orchard hospital were set back from the riverbank and a tramway was 

set up so access between the three hospitals was possible. This 

tramway is visible on the 1909 map running parallel to the western 

boundary of the site. At the southern end of the tramway the Joyce 

Green Hospital is partially visible to the immediate south-west of the 

site, outlined by a curve in the tramway.   

 

 

 
 

Figure 6  Ordnance Survey Map 1939 
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3.2.16 The OS map of 1939 (Figure 6) shows considerable expansion to the 

Long Reach STW since the 1909 OS map with almost the whole site 

having been filled with additional filter and sludge beds, tanks and 

administration buildings. To the immediate north of the site, a jetty 

(possibly [1] on Figure 1) and a travelling crane are depicted on the 

map located adjacent to another in-water structure which could 

possibly have been the tidal basin shown as [2] on Figure 1. It is likely 

that both these features were associated with the STW but neither are 

still in use. Little change, however has occurred to the surrounding 

area with the fields to the east of the site remaining undeveloped and 

the area to the west still occupied by the three smallpox hospitals. To 

the south of the site, the buildings at the top of Marsh Street still exist 

although the surrounding local woodland appears to have been cleared 

leaving open land.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 7  Ordnance Survey Map 1963 
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3.2.17 The OS map of 1963 (Figure 7) shows no real change to the sewage 

works or the surrounding land apart from the disappearance of the jetty 

and travelling crane depicted in the 1939 OS map (Figure 6). The 

tramway is still depicted to the west of the site but due to the maps 

scale, the hospitals are not visible although they were still in existence 

and in use, apart from Orchard hospital which was bombed and 

partially destroyed by a doodlebug in the war 

(www.dartfordhospitalhistories.org.uk).  

 

 

 
 

Plate 4  Aerial photograph of Long Reach STW – 1991 

 

3.2.18 The aerial photograph taken in 1991 (Plate 4) shows a slight extension 

to the south-eastern corner of the STW. However, the most notable 

change is the addition of the adjacent Littlebrook power station to the 

immediate east of the site. Long Reach Hospital no longer exists as it 

was demolished in 1974 to make way for improved flood defences. 

The tramway however, is still visible to the west of the site but can 

only be seen as a linear field boundary or tree line. Joyce Green 
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Hospital was still in existence and operated as an NHS hospital until 

2000. The complex layout of the buildings can be seen from this 

photograph as the hospital was designed around a central 

administration block and was located to avoid building over the line of 

the West Kent sewer which runs through the east of the site 

(www.workhouses.org.uk). To the south-east of the site, Littlebrook 

nature reserve complete with lagoons is now located and although the 

area is still partially wooded it appears that the old buildings once 

located at the top of Marsh Street and to the south of the site no longer 

exist.  

 

 

 
 

Plate 5  Satellite image of Long Reach STW 

(taken from Google maps) 

 

3.2.19 This aerial photograph taken from Google maps (Plate 5) was taken 

sometime after 2001 as it shows Joyce Green Hospital has been 

demolished. However, little else has changed since the previous aerial 

photograph taken in 1991.  
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4. Assessment of Archaeological Potential 
 

4.1  It is generally difficult to assess the archaeological and historical 

potential of a site at the stage of desk-based research as there are 

several unknown factors that can only be estimated.  As there are no 

existing archaeological remains standing within the proposed 

development area we are dealing here merely with the probabilities of 

buried archaeological features surviving.   

 

4.2 There have only been a few Prehistoric artefacts discovered within 

1km of the site. The site is located in an area historically known as the 

Dartford Marshes which was marginal marshland and therefore, it is 

likely that during the Prehistoric and throughout the Roman period the 

site was subject to flooding and therefore largely uninhabitable. This 

would account for the lack of Prehistoric and Roman settlement 

evidence in the area. However the presence of a submarine forest 

c.500m north-west of the site suggests the River Thames has not 

always utilised its present course. A peat layer containing fallen tree 

trunks, roots and branches is visible in the edge of the modern channel 

but clearly extends into the channel under the water suggesting the 

land was less marginal at some stage during the Prehistoric period and 

therefore the possibility of encountering occupational evidence can not 

be ruled out.  

 

4.3 The land surrounding the site was still marshland during the Saxon and 

Medieval periods and therefore, still unattractive for habitation. 

However during the Saxon period, river management schemes were 

put in place in Littlebrook, immediately adjacent to the site which 

shows the population at the time were protecting their land from the 

unpredictable river. Spurrell (1885) suggested that this could mark the 

site of a very important settlement, however, no true settlement 

evidence has been uncovered in the immediate area and as the 

farmsteads of Marsh Street and Joyce Green were referred to in the 

Domesday Book, the construction of Littlebrook Walls could have 

been in place to protect the arable and pasture land including the 

animals which grazed as opposed to a settlement.  

 

4.4 Post-Medieval activity is far better represented than any previous 

period although it is still accepted that the land surrounding the site 

was marshland at this time. The first maps of the site show the site and 

its surrounding area to be split into fields and all are recorded in the 

Tithe Award as being marshland, arable or pasture. In 1875 the site 

was partially developed with a small sewage works and the West Kent 

main sewer was built. This initial small development went on to be 

heavily extended throughout the modern period and now occupies the 

majority of the site. 

 

4.5 However, if archaeological remains of the Prehistoric, Roman, Anglo-

Saxon or Medieval periods exist across the site, they are likely to have 



Thames Water 2008 

Extension to Long Reach Sewage Treatment Works, Dartford, Kent 19 

been heavily disturbed by both post-Medieval and modern 

development. The current buildings and features standing on the site as 

well as the nature of development in sewage treatment works will have 

severely affected any buried deposits. 

 

 

5. Conclusions 
 

5.1  A wide range of sources were consulted for this study, including the 

local Sites and Monuments Record, published articles, books and 

manuscript documents.  
 

5.2  The map regression has enabled the tracking of the evolution of the 

post-Medieval landscape surrounding the site which shows the 

Dartford Marshes as inhospitable, marginal land until as late as the 19
th

 

century when the Metropolitan Asylums Board saw the land as being 

in a perfect location to build infectious disease hospitals. The site itself 

is shown as uninhabited right up until 1875 when the establishment of 

a small STWs started the cycle of development. Since this date, the site 

has been owned by the West Kent Main Sewer Board and later Thames 

Water and has been maintained as an operational sewage treatment 

works.  

 

5.3 Only a few Prehistoric artefacts have been discovered within a 1km 

radius of the site, none of which provide evidence of long term 

settlement. Due to its position along the banks of the Thames, the site 

was probably affected by the changing course of the river with 

flooding and drought causing problems. It is therefore likely that the 

area was unsuitable for habitation throughout the Prehistoric and 

Roman periods which would explain the lack of settlement evidence 

discovered in the area. 

   

5.4 Marshy conditions prevailed throughout the Saxon and Medieval 

periods and evidence of the Saxon river walls and levee at Littlebrook 

suggests the population were trying to control the river and minimise 

impact on their land. However, only small farmsteads appear to have 

been present in the area during these periods with much of the land, 

including the site, utilised for arable and pasture. 

 

5.5 Although considerable post-Medieval activity is recorded in the area 

immediately surrounding the site, Long Reach STWs has been fully 

operational since 1875. The cartographic evidence shows the site 

within the Dartford Marshes and as being undeveloped until the STW 

were established. The expansion of the works and the progression of 

the sewage treatment processes throughout the years prior to PPG16 

and due to permitted development rights will have caused significant 

truncation to any archaeological deposits or features. It is therefore 

likely that only buried remains relating to the sewage works will be 

encountered.   
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5.6 Taking the currently available evidence into consideration, the 

proposed development area can be assumed, at this stage, to have a 

‘low’ potential for the recovery of archaeological evidence. However, 

the provision of a watching brief, if health and safety considerations 

permit, would allow for any undisturbed ground encountered during 

the development to be assessed and monitored for archaeological 

remains. 
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1909  Ordnance Survey Map 

 

http://www.dartford.gov.uk/dartford/history.htm
http://www.dartfordhospitalhistories.org.uk/?page=longreach
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?hl=en&tab=wl
http://www.portcities.org.uk/london/server/show/ConNarrative.68/chapterId/1651/Containing-smallpox-in-Victorian-London.html
http://www.portcities.org.uk/london/server/show/ConNarrative.68/chapterId/1651/Containing-smallpox-in-Victorian-London.html
http://www.workhouses.org.uk/index.html?MAB-JoyceGreen/MAB-JoyceGreen.shtml
http://www.workhouses.org.uk/index.html?MAB-JoyceGreen/MAB-JoyceGreen.shtml
http://www.workhouses.org.uk/index.html?MAB-JoyceGreen/MAB-JoyceGreen.shtml
http://www.workhouses.org.uk/index.html?MAB-JoyceGreen/MAB-JoyceGreen.shtml
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1939  Ordnance Survey Map 

 
1963  Ordnance Survey Map  

 

1990  Ordnance Survey Map  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thames Water 2008 

Extension to Long Reach Sewage Treatment Works, Dartford, Kent 22 

Appendix A 
 

Inventory of Known Archaeological Sites and Monuments 
 

Abbreviations used in listing below: 

 

SMR Sites and Monuments Record 

NGR National Grid reference 

Preh Prehistoric 

RB Romano-British AD 43-410 

Sx  Saxon 410-1066 

Med Medieval c 1066-1500 

PMed Post Medieval c 1500-present 

Unk Unknown 

 

 

1 Jetty. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 55571 76959 SMR TQ 57 NE 1016 

 

 

2 Remains of a tidal basin. Not currently in use. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 55596 76954 SMR TQ 57 NE 1015 

 

 

3 3 Neolithic axes found in the River Thames. 

 

Date:  Preh  NGR: TQ 56 77  SMR TQ 57 NE 31 –  

 

 

4 A submerged forest. 

 

Date:  Preh  NGR: TQ 54993 77504 SMR TQ 57 NW 1053 

 

 

5 Small pit or posthole found during an archaeological evaluation. 

 

Date:  Preh  NGR: TQ 5485 7665  SMR TQ 57 NW 94  

 

 

6 A system of tide walls - earthworks. 

 

Date:  Sx/ Med NGR: TQ 5580 7605  SMR TQ 57 NE 8  

 

 

7 Oval enclosure. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 55194 77011 SMR TQ 57 NE 1040 
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8 Barrows/quarry pits. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 55135 76858 SMR TQ 57 NE 1031    

 

 

9 Monument comprising of 3 stone columns found on the foreshore at Long 

Reach. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 55094 77401 SMR TQ 57 NE 1076    

 

  

10 Wooden stakes aligned in two irregular rows perpendicular to the foreshore at 

Long Reach. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 55102 77409  SMR TQ 57 NE 1075 

 

 

11 Site of a demolished pier used for landing patients to the smallpox hospitals 

particularly Long Reach Hospital.  

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 55042 77457 SMR TQ 57 NE 1054 

 

 

12 Long Reach Hospital a temporary fever hospital built by the Metropolitan 

Asylums Board in 1901. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 550 773  SMR TQ 57 NE 83 -  

 

 

13 Line of a former tramway which ran between Long Reach Hospital on the 

Thames Foreshore and Orchard and Joyce Green Hospitals. Built in c.1897 

and now survives as a field boundary and earthwork. 

 

Date:  PMed   NGR: TQ 54727 76607 SMR TQ 57 NW 102 - 

 

 

14 Orchard Hospital a temporary smallpox hospital established by the 

Metropolitan Asylums Board in 1902.  

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 54390 76436 SMR TQ 57 NW 46 - 

 

 

15 Gravel pit. 

 

Date:   PMed  NGR: TQ 55582 75882 SMR TQ 57 NE 1038  

 

 

16 Littlebrook Power Station, an oil-fired electricity generating power station.  
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Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 560 764  SMR TQ 57 NE 84 - 

     

 

17 Jetty. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 56359 76415  SMR TQ 57 NE 1044 

 

 

18 Unidentified circular defensive? feature.  

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 56313 76473 SMR TQ 57 NE 1045 

 

 

19 Jetty. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 55929 76627 SMR TQ 57 NE 1043 

 

 

20 Wreck of the Maria Lee. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 5626 7683  SMR TQ 57 NE 38 -  

 

 

21 Wreck of the Village Maid. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 5626 7683  SMR TQ 57 NE 46 - 

 

 

22 Wreck of the John and Sarah. 

   

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 5626 7683  SMR TQ 57 NE 47 - 

 

 

23 Wreck of the Countess of Dublin. 

  

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 5626 7683  SMR TQ 57 NE 53 - 

 

 

24 Wreck of the Durham. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 5626 7683  SMR TQ 57 NE 54 - 

 

 

25 Wreck of the Hemple. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 5626 7683  SMR TQ 57 NE 58 -  

 

 

26 Wreck of the Meteor. 
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Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 5626 7683  SMR TQ 57 NE 62 -  

 

 

27 Wreck of the Bien. 

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 5626 7683  SMR TQ 57 NE 63 - 

 

 

28 Wreck of the February. 

 

Date:   PMed  NGR:  TQ 5626 7683  SMR TQ 57 NE 65 -  

 

 

29 Wreck of the Oceanic.  

 

Date:  PMed  NGR: TQ 5626 7683  SMR TQ 57 NE 71 - 

 

 

30 Unidentified field pattern. 

 

Date:  Unk  NGR: TQ 55086 76742 SMR TQ 57 NE 1039 

 

 

31 Post built structure comprising at least 8 rounded wooden posts in a row 

running parallel to the foreshore for about 20m. The posts are abraded on their 

upper parts but the lower parts are about 0.2m in diameter and possibly 

represent an old wharf?  

 

Date:  Unk  NGR: TQ 54855 77574 SMR TQ 57 NW 1054 

 

 

32 Grid pattern in field.  

 

Date:  Unk  NGR: TQ 54769 77405 SMR TQ 57 NW 1037 

 

 

33 Cluster of undated pits. 

 

Date:  Unk  NGR: TQ 54853 77137 SMR TQ 57 NW 1013 

 

 

34 Grid pattern in field/ square feature.  

 

Date:  Unk  NGR: TQ 54742 77035 SMR TQ 57 NW 1045 

 

 

35 Rig and furrow? 

 

Date:  Unk  NGR: TQ 54622 76640 SMR TQ 57 NW 1046 
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36 Possible linear cropmark, field boundary? 

 

Date:  Unk  NGR: TQ 55029 76012 SMR TQ 57 SW 1003 

 

 

37 Possible remains of salt works/ barrows.  

 

Date:  Unk  NGR: TQ 55567 76053 SMR TQ 57 NE 1042 

 

 

38 Ring ditch.  

 

Date:  Unk  NGR: TQ 55510 75875 SMR TQ 57 NE 1028 

 

 

39 Quarry pits.  

 

Date:  Unk  NGR: TQ 55791 75979 SMR TQ 57 NE 1037 

 


