
rafl5iait1fl5i 
OF THE

ad mhtdihtii'.i 
+ 	unfingdrnuihtvq 
ichaotiqaE 	flttLt1. 

(FOUNDED A.D. I900. 

VOLUME I. PART II. 
[ISSUED TO SUBSCRIBERS FOR 1902-1903.1 

EDITED BY THE REV. C. H. EVELYN WHITE, F.S.A. 

Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. 

PRINTED FOR THE SOCIETY BY 

G. H. TYNDALL, THE MINSTER PRESS, 

1904. 

PRICE (NON-MEMBERS) ONE GUINEA. 



4!toiitiitt of 	2, Vol. 1. 

£tc. 

PAGE 
 ST. JOHN'S HOSPITAL, HUNTINGDON, by the Venerable 

F. Gerald Vesey, LL .D., Archdeacon of .Hi ii tingdon 121 

 NOTES ON THE EARLY HISTORY OF SHINGAY, Co. 
CAMBRIDGE, by W AL Palmer, Af.R.C.S ......... 126 

 A BOOK OF CHURCH ACCOUNTS RELATING TO 

CERTAIN 'BALKS' IN THE COMMON FIELDS OF 

RAMPTON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE, by the Rev. C. H. 
.Evelyn 	White, F.S.A........................... 142 

 THE PARISH REGISTERS OF RAMPTON, CAMBRIDGE- 
SHIRE, A.D. 1599 —1812, by the Rev. C. H. Evelyn 
I/V/life, 	F. 	S.A . 	................................ 211 

 Somn ACCOUNT OF THE PARISH AND CHURCH OF 

\VARBOYS, HUNTINGDONSHIRE, by S. Inskij5 Ladds, 
A.R.I.B.A ..................................... 309 

 RAMSEY ABBEY AND THE PARISH CHURCH, by f/ic 
Rev. Robert Black, ALA. (Rural Dean j  .......... 319 

 SOME NOTES ON THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE 

BAPTIST, WIsTow, HUNTINGDONSHIRE, by the Rev. 
W. 	AL Noble, B.A. 	............................ 327 

THE VILLAGE GILDS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE, by W. 
H. Palmer, HR. C. S........................... 330 

 THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, BURY, HUNTING- 

DONSHIRE, WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF THE IMAGE 

OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, by f/ic Rev. C. H. 
Evelyn 	White, F.S.A........................... 403 

PAGE 
GENERAL MEETING AND EXCURSION. 	Notes on Hunting- 

don (Hopital oj St. /o/in), King's Rip/on, Wistow, 
Bury, Ramsey, Warboys, &c. (July iolhz, 1901).... 419 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND EXCURSION. 	Sutton, 
Isle of Ely. 	(October 16t/i, 1901)................. 424 

:21 



SOME ACCOUNT OF THE PARISH AND 

	

CHURCH OF WARBOYS, HUNTS. 	 . 

Warboys , anciently Wardebois, was given to . Ramsey 
Abbey by the grant of Archbishop Dunstan himself, 

. probably at the time of the foundation of the Monastery 
in A.D. 969, certainly King Edgar's charter (A.D. 974) 
confirms to the Abbey " Wardebois and all that pertains 
to it," as the gift ofArchbishop Dunstan, and it remained 
in the hands of the Abbey until the dissolution in 1 5 40 .  
The first mention we have of the Church is in Domes- 	•. 
day Book, which refers to Warboys in these words: 

 THE LAND OF ST. BEMET OF RAMSEY, HURSTINGSTONE 
HUNDRED, a manor. In WARBOYS the Abbot of 
Ramsey had io hides paying geld. There is land for 
20 ploughs, and in demesne, land for 3  ploughs besides 	S  • • 
the aforesaid hides. There are now in demesne 3 

• 

	

	ploughs and 34  villeins and 13  borderers having 16 
ploughs. There is a priest and a church, and 3  acres 

• of meadow. Pannage in woods i mile long and i mile 
broad. Pen i mile long and half a mile broad, • In the 
time of King Edward and now, worth £12. S 

Walter, Abbot of Ramsey, between the years 1147 	• 
1153, granted the church with all its lands and appurt-
enances to the Almoner of Ramsey Abbey in perpetuity, 
for the support of the poor of the Almonry, and this 
grant was confirmed by Robert )  Bishop of Lincoln, and 
Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

The church (presumably the rectory) was granted by 
Abbot Robert to one, Adam, between 1180-1184, who 
held it under the Almoner, to whom was reserved a 
pension of twenty shillings at Easter and twenty 
shillings at Mi'chaelmas. • • 

In a deed relating to Wistow, dated 1252, we read 	 • 
• and no inhabitant of Wistow, Broughton nor Warboys 
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ought to trade beyond the Drauht, in the fen against 
the bank, without the licence of the lord Abbot." 

At the taxation of 1291, the Abbey property in War-
boys was assessed as follows :—Sz5iritua1iEies. The church 
of Warboys less the ,pension ,/20 os. od. Pension of 
the Abbot of Ramsey in the same J2 os. od. Tempor-
alüies. The Abbot of Ramsey has in Warboys in land 
and rent J3o 8s. 2d. He has .in the same in increase 
of flocks and animals JJi 17s. 4d. 

At a perambulation of woods and forests in Co. Hunt-
ingdon, taken in 1301, it was proved that Henry II., in 
1154, had afforested the whole County, including a 
grove of the Abbot of Ramsey, in Warboys to the 
Abbot's serious loss. 

We learn from the Patent Rolls, under date 20th 
June,  1336, that whereas the Abbot and convent of 
Ramsey had license from King Edward II., at the 
instance of Queen Isabella, to acquire in mortmain £60 
of land and rent, and whereas after the King assumed 
the governance of this realm they acquired from John 
Umfrey of Warboys, and John de Broughton, clerk, four 
. messuages, fifty-three acres of land, seven acres of 
meadow and three shillings - and .four pence of rent in 
Warboys, Wistow and Ramsey, and entered into these 
without, any inquisition touching. the same having been 
returned into Chancery as should have been done, they 
were fined one hundred shillings and pardoned, and al-
lowed to retain the same, which were worth twenty-
eight shillings 'and eight pence per year. John Umfrey's 
name again appears on the Patent Rolls on January 
23rd, 1340, when we find a pardon granted, in consider-
ation of his going beyond the seas with the King, to 
Wm. Breton, of Glinton, for the death of Nicholas de 

• • Hotham, killed before 3oth Oct. last, and the maiming 
of John Umfrey of Warboys, before the same day. 

The return of the Commissioners of Ninths, in 1341, 
is as follows 	Warboys. Taxed at £22 They return. 

• 	2 for the ninth of the sheaves, fleeces and lambs of 
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the said parish by the inquest of Gaifrid Noble, Tho. 
• Raven, Ric. son of Nicholas, John Palmer and others, 
men of the said town, of which the church with the 
pension of the Abbot of Ramsey in the same is taxed at 
j22. And so the said ninth does not amount to the 

• . tax by. £io, nor can it amount to it because the greater 
Part of the said tax arises out of gifts to the Church, 
oblations, hay, milk, and other commodities valued in 
the said tax, and which are valued in the same at Zio 
per year, as is computed by the oath of Galfrid Noble, 
Tho. Rowen, Richard son of Nicholas, John Palmer, 
Roger Raven, Gaifrid Wodekoc, Galfrid Gerold, Ric. 
Gerold, Ric. Margar? Henry Broun, Nicholas Brounyng, 
Benedict son of Laurence, and Nicholas Milnere, sworn 
before the said assessors. 

John. Lawrence, alias de Warboys, was elected Abbot 
of Ramsey in 1507, the temporalities being restored to 
him on November 5th in that year ; this fact led 
to the settlement at Ramsey of his kinsman, John Law-
rence (fourth son of Nicholas Lawrence of Lancashire), 
who was an ancestorof the family of Lawrence of St. Ives, 
One of whom was President of the Council during Oliver 
Cromwell's usurpation. The Abbot, John Laurence de 

• Wardeboys (1508-1539), whose will was proved in 1542, 
was the last Abbot of Ramsey, and he is said to have been 
buried at Holywell, Hunts. There is however a magnifi-
cent palimpsest brass to his memory at Burwell, Cambs., 
stated to have been made during his lifetime and placed 
in the Abbey Church, but being removed at the disso-
lution was finally set up at Burwell, of which church he 
was Rector. Certain it is that the one side of the brass 
represents an Abbot in the vestments of his office, while 
the other is simply the representation of a canon. 

The Church was valued in 1534 atJ30 3S. 4d., less 
a pension of ,62 reserved to the Abbot, and 13S. 4d. for 
procurations and synodals. 
• At the dissolution of. the Monasteries, Warboys 
passed, with the other possessions of the Abbey of 

He surrendered in 1539 and was we are informed very forward in 
influencing others to submit. 	 S 
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Ramsey, to the Cromwell family ; ' being compelled to 
part with their estates, Sir Oliver Cromwell, knight of 
the Bath,. afterwards sold Warboys to Sir John Leman, 

, . once Lord Mayor of London. Sir John. died 1632, and, 
although he • had two daughters, he left his estates 
(including Warboys), to his nephew Wrn. Leman of Lou-
don, who bought an estate iii Northaw (1634) and there 
resided. . William Leman's son, William, created a 
baronet (17  Charles II.), had two sons, Mansell and 
Robert, and six daughters—Mary, married to Peter 
Pheasant, of Upwood ; Rebecca, died 1695 ; Elizabeth,• 

. . married to Henry Aley ; Lucy, married to John Wolf; 
. . . Theodosia, married to Lewis Newnham ; and Sarah, mar-

ried to Sir George Hutchins. Mansell married Lucy 
Aley, and dying before his father (16.8 7) left two children 
William and Lucy. William . succeeded his g±andfather 

. in the baronetcy in 1701, and dying without issue, in 
1741, was .succeeded by his cousin, Tanfield, who  died 
in 1762,  when the baronetcy is supposed to have become 
extinct. Sir Tanfield, however, did not succeed to the 
estates, as Sir William left them to his sister Lucy, 
at whose death, in 1745, they passed to her cousin 
Richard Aley. They afterwards belonged to John 
Granger, William Strode, and others,*  finally becoming. 
the property of the late Sir Henry Carstairs Pelly, who, 
dying in 1877, left them to his two daughters . and co-
heiresses. The arms of Leman are Azure, a fesse 
between 3 dolphins naiant, embowed, ärgent. Crest ;-
On a wreath, in a tree fructed, proper, a pelican in her,  
nest feeding her you Or. Motlo — Cur optas quod. 
habes. Philip, one of the brothers of the first baronet, 
was Rector of Warb'ys from 1672 to I694, and his son 
William, who held the living from 1722 to 1731, married 
the only daughter of the Rev. Hugh Mapletoft, Rector 
of All Saints, Huntingdon. 

The Leman Estates at Warboys, Hunts., and Rampton, Cambs., together. - 
with the Advowsons, were sold as separate properties, pursuant to a decree 
of the Court of Chancery, 17th August, i8io (vide History of the Parish of 
Rampton, Cambs.'-by Rev. C. H. Evelyn-White).. 

t Also non-resident Rector of Rarnpton, Cambs., 1685-94. 
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The advowson, which passed with the Manor until the 
middle of the last century, has since been in the possess-
ion respectively of T. Daniel, Esq. , the Rev. C. G. Hill, 
and the Rev. W. . H. Bromley Way, and has - recently 

. been acquired by A Fuller, Esq., of Ramsey. The 
. Rev. J. S. Serjeant is the present Rector. • 	. 

The family of Throckmorton of Huntingdonshire 
. lived . chiefly at Warboys and Ellington ;—Gabriel 

Throckmorton having married Emma Lawrence of 
Ramsey, died, and was buried in Warboys Church, in 
1 55 3  , leaving his property at Ellington to his wife, 
to whom he also. left the leases of his farm - at Warboys 
and elsewhere. He left ten shillings to the Church of 
Warboys, twenty shillings to. the repaving of the town, and 

. a copyhold house for the use of the Clerk. • His . widow, • 
Emma, died in i600, leaving ten shillings to the Church 
and bells of Warboys, twenty shillings to the repair of the • 
causeway, and the bulk of her property to her son 
Robert. Robert, in addition to two sons, had five daugh-
ters who' soon . became the principal actors in a tragedy, 
which, as it has been printed several times before, may 
be given here in a condensed form. 

In November 1589, the five daughters of Mr. Robert 
Throckmorton of Warboys were seized with fits, and 
after a few days time they accused an old, woman,--  
named Alice Samuel, of bewitching them. The 'wife of 
Sir Henry Cromwell, visiting them during their illness,' ,-  
insulted and illused the old woman,. and she soon after 
falling ill, poor old Alice Samuel. was accounted' 
responsible for this misadventure also. At last Mrs. 
Samuel, her husband job -n,'and her daughter Agnes, 
were all tried at Huntingdon in April 1 593, when 
Master Dorrington,' D.D., parson of Warboys, Master 
Neet, M A., Vicar of Ellington,' and others gave evi-
dence against them.. They were convicted and 'shortly 
afterwards executed at Huntingdon, their goods being 
forfeited to the Lord of the Manor, Sir Henry Cromwell, 
who gave the value of them (,f 4 0)  to the corporation of 
Huntingdon in Order that an annual sermon should be 
preached against witchcraft. The corporation, made an 

20 
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agreement with Queen's College, Cambridge, for the 
V 	 purpose, and the Sermon continued to be. preached until 
V 	 about the year 1814.'   The narrative was first printed in 

pamphlet form soon after the event took place, and was 
reprinted in London in I693. The Throckmorton girls 
as they grew up married as follows :—Joan, the .  eldest 	V 

married Robert Bromhall of Bedfordshire; Maria married 
Henry Rouse of Stukeley ; jane,'O'ne of the principal 	V 

actors in the tragedy, married Thomas Morley of Elling - 
ton ; Grace married Edward Holcott, of Ellington; the 

V V remaining daughter was name&Elizabeth, but who she 
married does not appear. Robert's two sons, Gabriel 
and Robert, both seem to have lived at Ellington, and 
so, apparently, their connection with Warboys ceased. 	V 

The Rev. Francis Dorrington, T).D., Rector of War- 	V 

boys, was uncle to these children, having married, in 
V 	1567, Mary, daughter of Gabriel Throckmorton. He died 

V 	 in 161i, having been resident in Warboys for forty years. 
Wm. Johnson, D.D., Rector of Warboys, Fellow of 

Queenis  College, Cambridge, Chaplain and sub-almoner 
to King Charles II., was author of a book entitled 'Deus 
nobiscum,' a sermon (Psalm XIX. 51) preached on the V 

V 	
V 	occasion of a great deliverance at sea, 1648, printed with V V 

a narrative annexed (f659), in which he states that he 
V 

	

	 was twice shipwrecked, and lived four days without any, 
sustenance, that he laid  two nights and two days on a 

V 

	

	rock in the deep, abandoning hope several times.t He 
died 4th March, i66 *  being then archdeacon of Hunting- 

V 
 V 	 don, and was buried at Westminster, aged 544 	 V 

Warboys church was anciently dedicated to St. Mary 
V 	 the Virgin as is proved by old Wills at Peterborough; 

its modern dedication is St. Mary - Magdalene-
presumably the change was made at the Reformation. 

V 	 The church consists of Chancel, Nave with clerestory,. - 
Aisles, North and South porches and a West Tower and 	V 

spire. The oldest part of the' -  church is the chancel 
arch, which is fine Norman, with the chevron moulding 

' It may be found in Saunders' "Legends and Traditions of Huntingdon-
shire," in the Beauties of England and Wales, (Vol. VII)  and in other works. 

t A third edition was published in 1672. V• 	
V 

For further particulars see 'No/es and Queries' 3rd. series, Vol. IX. P. 436. 	V 
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in the arch, and well cared caps to the jamb shafts. 
The arch looks as if it has been restored in modern 

. tiiines,—perhaps in 1832. The stairs to the rood loft are 
in the north aisle, but are blocked half way up. The 
Nave, of early english • date, is of four bays, the 
columns circular (except the centre one on the north, 
which is octagonal), with well moulded bases; the caps • •• 
and arches of North arcade are nicely moulded,' the caps 
on the South side are poor, and the arches simply 
chamfered. The responds have half columns on the 
South, but corbels on the North. The. floor seems to 
have been unduly lowered, and the bases of all the 
columns are considerably stilted, the part below the • 
moulded base was, until a year or two ago, a shapeless 
mass of concrete, but it is now rendered in cement. 

S  The tower and broach spire are very fine examples of 
early english workmanship. . The lower stage has fine 

, early. english arches on the east, north and south 
. side, and a long single-light window in the west wall, 

which is not in the centre but considerably to the North. 
Its jambs. are double splayed, the inner splay being 
divided into two lights by a trefoiled transom. Close to 
the south side of this window and running down the 
upper part of the jamb, are four pierced quatrefoils, 
blocked within-by a sham lancet of wood and plaster. 
The second stage is occupied by a single light on 
west, north and south sides with shafts and moulded 
caps; the third stage by double two-light belfry win-
dows on all four sides, with clustered shafts and moulded 
caps. The buttresses are set square at the angles, and 
immediately -under the spire is a good block cornice. 
The broach spire has three tiers of lights on the 
cardinal faces, the lower tier being two lights with 
shafts, moulded caps and good crosses. The whole 
forms a very pleasing design and an interesting study. 
It should he compared with the tower of Bury church, 
hard. by. The spire was restored in 1898, when a new 
top stone and vane were put up. The South aisle is of 
late decorated date, havir g a three-light window in the 
east wall and three others in the South wall, also a 
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. 	plain Perpendicular door. The North aisle is Perpen- 
dicular', it has three-light windows, one in the east wall 
and three in the north, and a plain Decorated. north door 

. of somewhat curious design. At the west end is. a 
blocked arch of Perpendicular date. At the west end of 
each aisle a chamber has been built in the angle formed 

. by the aisle. and tower. From the fact that the tower 
stands on arches, it would seem probable that buildings 
of early english date occupied these positions, but they 
appear to have been rebuilt in more recent times. The 
arches on north and south of tower are blocked up, and 
doorways of poor modern character formed under them. 

- The chamber at the west end of north aisle now forms a.. 
vestry, it. has a three-light window in its west wall, 
and a plain square-headed-north door; a quite modern 
oak screen divides it from the tower. The chamber at 

. . the end of south aisle contains the stairs to the galleries, 
and is approached by means of a plain door in the west 
wall, cutting into a plain square-headed three-light 
window. The wall between this -chamber and. south 
aisle seems to have been rebuilt. 

The clerestory has four- Perpendicular . two-light win-
dows on each side. - The parapets of nave and aisles are 
-plain, and the roofs are plain oak of Perpendicular date ;  
covered with lead.  

The north door is plain Perpendicular, with a two-
light window in each side, and a tile roof. The south 
porch has been rebuilt. . . 

The font stands under the tower; . it is a very fine 
early english example. -having a square bowl ornamented 
with good conventional foliage, and• stands on five 
shafts with well moulded caps and bases. A -  

The chancel was probably rebuilt in the early eng -
lish 'period at the same time as the nave, but has now 
been entirely - rebuilt in brick, with lancet windows. 
Brayley, writing about 1804, says that the chancel 
has been partly rebuilt and so much shortened that the - 
gravestone over a former Rector, who was buried inside 

• the., church, is now in the church-yard; the east 
• window is in the modern Venetian style." This chancel' 
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however was again restored (or rebuilt) and lengthened 
by an additional bay (making three) about 18'32.   It has 
a flat ceiling with carved bosses of Perpendicular 
character, but, of course, modern. . The priest's door, in 

. the north wall, has affixed to it an ancient iron knocker 
of good design, consisting of a lion's head, and a ring 
formed of two winged creatures gnawing at each other's 
throats; it is said by some people to be a " sanctuary 
knocker," but nothing is known as to thechürch having 
had the privilege of sanctuary .* . 

There are ugly galleries, erected in 183 2, in the north 
and south aisles and another in the tower, the latter is 

. now quite disused; it is to be hoped that a speedy 
removal of the whole may be effected. All the furniture 
in the church is modern. 

There is an old coped monumental stone with a 
floriated cross on it, outside the north wall Of the 
chancel, but "the full length brass of a priest under the 
indent of a gothic canopy, its inscription gone," alluded 
to by Brayley, is not to be found. 

There are five bells inscribed :- 
I. CUM VOCO VENITE. JOSEPH EAYRE FECIT. 

(29 ins. dia.) 
OMNIA FIANT AD GLORIAM DEL JOSEPH EAYRE, 

ST; NEOTS, FECIT, I 765.(29 ins. dia.) 
EDWARD DRING AND OLIVER HILLS, CHURCH-

WARDENS, JOSEPH EAYRE, ST. NEOTS, FECIT, 
1765. (32 ins. dia.) 

(Name excised) CHTJRCHWARDEN-JOSEPH EAYRE, 
FECIT, 1765. 	ins. dia.) 

ALLEN COWPER, RECTOR, EDWAR (sic) DRING AND 
OLIVER HILLS, CHURCHWARDENS, 1765. (on 
the rim) EGO SUM VOX CLAMANTIS. (38-1k  ins. 
'dia.) 

The bells were recast in 1765, at a cost, including 
hanging and a new ezrhEday clock, of I35 19S. 4d. 

• As to the misapplication of the term "Sanctuary Knocker" and a 
general view of the entire subject see 11  The ' Galilee' consideed as a lac 
of Sancluar" by the Rev. C. H. Evelyn-White, F.S.A., (Journal of the Brit. 
Arch2eological Association, N.S. Vol. ix. pp. 177-132 and Cambs. & Hunts., 
.Archleological Soc: Proceedings Vol. i. p. 107). 
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There is a place for a sixth bell in the cage. It is said 
that the original bells came from abroad, and one was 
lost in transit over the sea.* 

The Parish registers commence in 1 55 1-   In 1 557 ,  
one hundred and eighteen people . died of the plague. 
There are no entries from October 1 5 5 7 to 1 5  6 5 . There 

. is an entry, under date 1686, that Catherine, daughter 
of Philip Leman, being about -three years old, was afflicted 
with ' King's Evil'. and had • not been touched by the 
King; it is signed by Philip Leman, Rector, and Wm. 
Hinde and Richard Lavender. , 

We learn from the Lansdowne MSS., No. 921, that 
about the year 168o there was in a window of the 
church, the following coat of arms :—Azure, 3  crowns Or. 

There are two monuments on the north wall of the 
chancel ,  commemoratingJohn Leman, Esq., of Northaw, 

. Herts., who died at Bath, 29th September, 1781, and 
Elizabeth the wife of Wm- Strode, Esq.; she was the 
relict of the said John Leman, and daughter of Captain 
Philip Worth; she died Dec., 1790. - We assume that 
this John Leman was grandson of the Rev. Philip Leman, 
and had the Northaw property (and presumably War-
boys) after the death of the heirs of his second cousin, 

• 	Lucy. 
In the parish of Warboys there was once a small'• 

chapel called Woolvey, subordinate to the parish church, 
and dedicated to St. James. The site still gives name 
to a farm house. 

Warboys Mill is mentioned in the Patent Rolls as 
early as 1341. 

• There is a handsome red brick farm house of seven-
teenth century date, close to Ahe N.W., corner of the 
church now known by the name of Warboys Manor 

• 

	

	House, there is no means of ascertaining whether or no 
it was once occupied by the Throckmortou family. - 

• 	S. INSKIP LAnDS, A.R.I.B.A. 
- 	 See Owen's 'Church Bells of J-Iunlingdonshire.' - 
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