
rafl5iait1fl5i 
OF THE

ad mhtdihtii'.i 
+ 	unfingdrnuihtvq 
ichaotiqaE 	flttLt1. 

(FOUNDED A.D. I900. 

VOLUME I. PART II. 
[ISSUED TO SUBSCRIBERS FOR 1902-1903.1 

EDITED BY THE REV. C. H. EVELYN WHITE, F.S.A. 

Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. 

PRINTED FOR THE SOCIETY BY 

G. H. TYNDALL, THE MINSTER PRESS, 

1904. 

PRICE (NON-MEMBERS) ONE GUINEA. 



4!toiitiitt of 	2, Vol. 1. 

£tc. 

PAGE 
 ST. JOHN'S HOSPITAL, HUNTINGDON, by the Venerable 

F. Gerald Vesey, LL .D., Archdeacon of .Hi ii tingdon 121 

 NOTES ON THE EARLY HISTORY OF SHINGAY, Co. 
CAMBRIDGE, by W AL Palmer, Af.R.C.S ......... 126 

 A BOOK OF CHURCH ACCOUNTS RELATING TO 

CERTAIN 'BALKS' IN THE COMMON FIELDS OF 

RAMPTON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE, by the Rev. C. H. 
.Evelyn 	White, F.S.A........................... 142 

 THE PARISH REGISTERS OF RAMPTON, CAMBRIDGE- 
SHIRE, A.D. 1599 —1812, by the Rev. C. H. Evelyn 
I/V/life, 	F. 	S.A . 	................................ 211 

 Somn ACCOUNT OF THE PARISH AND CHURCH OF 

\VARBOYS, HUNTINGDONSHIRE, by S. Inskij5 Ladds, 
A.R.I.B.A ..................................... 309 

 RAMSEY ABBEY AND THE PARISH CHURCH, by f/ic 
Rev. Robert Black, ALA. (Rural Dean j  .......... 319 

 SOME NOTES ON THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE 

BAPTIST, WIsTow, HUNTINGDONSHIRE, by the Rev. 
W. 	AL Noble, B.A. 	............................ 327 

THE VILLAGE GILDS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE, by W. 
H. Palmer, HR. C. S........................... 330 

 THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, BURY, HUNTING- 

DONSHIRE, WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF THE IMAGE 

OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, by f/ic Rev. C. H. 
Evelyn 	White, F.S.A........................... 403 

PAGE 
GENERAL MEETING AND EXCURSION. 	Notes on Hunting- 

don (Hopital oj St. /o/in), King's Rip/on, Wistow, 
Bury, Ramsey, Warboys, &c. (July iolhz, 1901).... 419 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND EXCURSION. 	Sutton, 
Isle of Ely. 	(October 16t/i, 1901)................. 424 

:21 



THE VILLAGE GILDS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

Of all the unjust and arbitrary measures taken by the 
second and third Tudor sovereigns to replenish the 
Exchequer and fill the pockets of their greedy courtiers, 
the Acts of Parliament which confiscated the property 
of the gilds were the most. iniquitous. The gilds were 
the benefit societies of the middle ages, and it was to 
their suppression, as much as to the suppression of the 
monasteries, that the increase of poverty in the reign of 
Elizabeth was due. There were two classes of gilds, 
each more or less of a religious character. Those he-
longing to the first class are usually called craft gilds, 
because they were formed by a combination of the 
members of a certain craft or trade, such as skinners, 
pewterers, wToolcombers. The majority of this class 
escaped confiscation, the alleged reason being that they 
had all the wealth. and influence of the City of London 
behind them, and needy Kings could not afford to offend 
the men with the purse strings. The other class, 
usually called the social gilds, were a kind of sick and 
burial èlub, with a strongly religious basis. These 
existed in their thousands thoughout the land, almost 
every village having one or more. In the towns there 
were many, in Cambridge there were over thirt y . *'A vol 
ume by Miss Mary. Bateson, dealing with these has lately 
been published.-1 The object of the present paper is to 
collect some of the records which exist concerning 
Cambridgeshire village gilds. . 

The first thing which strikes one, after reading the 
evidence as to the hold they had on the life of the people, 
is a feeling of wonder that it should have been possible 
to carry out the act of suppression. It is easy to under-
stand that the common people looked on at the .spoliation 
of the monasteries with indifference. It meant to them 

Atkinson, Cambridge described and illustrated. 
t C.A.S. 8vo. Publicalions, No. 39. 
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only a change of landlord,. and perhaps a chance of buy 
ing small pieces of land. They would not know at the 
time, that the lay landlord would be a much harder man 
to deal with than the religious man, and so they accepted 
the change with complaisance. Also, with regard to the 
lamp and obit lands, which included strips of land in the 
open field, closes of pasture, osier holts, windmills and 
other property, which had been bequeathed by their 
pious ancestors to provide masses and candles before the 
altar or image • of their favourite • saint. The confis-
cation of these deprived only one man, the parish priest 
or the chañtry chaplain, of income. Certainly, the 
people lost all the

' 
 -benefits to be derived from the masses 

for which the rents were paid, but in. the tempest of 
irreligion which was sweeping over the .  land., it might 
seem to the people that it didnot matter much about 
masses, and perhaps it was best that the fat chantry 
priest should be made to work for his living!'*  
But with the gildhalls, the feeling u mst have been 
very different, for they were the centre of village life. 
They were a source of pleasure to mind and body, and 
of profit to the pocket. For here. folk met at supper on 
feast days, here they paid- their offerings at the appointed 
time and received their weekly dole when they were no 
longer able 10 work. Here they came to pay for the 

$ hire of the cows which had brought them in much profit 
in the way of calves and milk during the past season. 
And here the brethren and sistren assembled on saints' 
days and funerals, and formed a procession to the church. 
Perhaps 'also the gild chaplain, if the gild was rich 
enough to maintain one, lived in the room over the gildhall. 
He was always willing and able to help them in any 
matter connected with reading and writing, of which 
hard accomplishments the ordinary villager knew' 
nothing.. And now they were told that Parliamentf had 

In a survey of a chantry at Wimpole, Cambs., several of the witnesses 
speak of "a great priest dwelling in a house not far from Mr. Chichley at 
Wimple, called great Sir Robert."—Excheq. Deft. by ('orn. 29-30 Eliz. 
Mich. No. 2. 

f Sir Edward North, and James Dyer, Esquire, were the members for 
Cambridgeshire in 1546, when the acts suppressing gilds were passed. 
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passed a law which would make them give up their gild-
,halls with all things belonging thereto, tables, chairs, 
brass pots, fireirons, wooden trenchers and spoons,. gild 
stock-c- ows, corn and money, as well as the lamp and 
rood lands, and all this because these things were said 
to make them superstitious and friends of. the Pope of 
Rome. It was hard to believe, and yet down came the 
commissioners from his majesty's exchequer, and made 
inquiry intO the value of th ese things, and wrote it all 
down in a book. But the simple villagers often proved 
themselves more than a match for the clerks of the 
exchequer, and effectually • concealed much from their 

. - . knowledge, both gild halls, brass pots'.and rood lands. 
'Only for a time, however. The exchequer had long ears, 

. and commission after commission was sent down into the •• 
country, until every gild cottage, close of pasture, and 
platter had been licked up by the insatiable office at 

- Westminster. The process of confiscation took some 
years. The act was passed in 1547 and at least as 
late as 1585, the search was still going on. During 
the reign of Elizabeth at least twelve commissions 
were specially sent down into..Cambridgeshire to 

• 	enquire about 'concealed lands.' The work was difficult, 
• 	 -because in order to get information a local persoii had 

to  turn informer, and it was the local people who were 
the losers. The informations read strangely nowadays. 
The Anglo-Saxon chronicle complains about the exact-
ness with which the Domesday survey was carried out, 
how every yard land, every ox and pig, were written 
down, and speaks of it as being shameful in a King. -To 
us there seems no injustice in this—certainly no injustice 

• to the lower orders, the hardships, if any, :fell on the rich 
alone. Our feeling with regard to the great survey is 
admiration, admiration for the mind which could con 
•ceive and carry out such a design. But of some of these 
- 	

There were two Acts. (i.) 37 Hen. viii. c. 4.  by which all possessions of 
brotherhoods, fraternities, gilds, chantries, free chapels, &c., were vested 

- 	 - 	in the crown, and the King empowered to send out commissioners to seize 
• • their property, that they might be used and exercised to more godly and 

virtuous purposes! (2.) i Edward vi. C. 14., which repeated the provisions 
of the former Act. 
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Elizabethan surveys, we can only speak with contempt; 
one of them states that 'in the parish of Great Wilbra-
ham in the Co of Cambs. is one brasse panne formerly 
belonging to the guild which used to be held there, but 

. now in the possession of Richard Rande and concealed 
from her Majesty the Queen. The value is 20' This 
is truly shameful, and there are other cases almost as 
bad as this.t 

The earliest information we have concerning the 
customs of village gilds is contained in the gild certifi 
cates of Richard the Second. In the year 1388, on the 
first day of November, a writ was Sent to the sheriff of 
each County to make proclamation in all the 
cities, boroughs, and market towns of his bailliwick, 
ordering the custodians, aldermen, or chief men of gilds 
to return forthwith into chancery a certificate properly 
authenticated, containing an account of the gilds, giving 
the origin, by whom and when founded, the objects for. 
which they existed, the nature of the meetings and the 
amount of property held in lands and goods. These 
returns, were to be sent to Westminster by the second 
of February following, on pain of forfeiture of all lands 
and goods. Miss Bateson§ thinks the primary purpose 
for which these returns were required, was to discover 
how far it might be .  necessary to check the passing of 
property into the 'dead hand' of I the saints who were 

., See appendix for the whole inquisition. 
-1-  On February 19th, 13  Elizabeth " They also certify that there is one 

house Or tenement called the yeldhall with close-of land adjoining, contain-
ing about a rood in Iklington appointed for maintaining a gild commonly 
called a guyld, every year for ever, which tenement is now or was lately in. 
the occupation of the guardians of the parish church of Iklington, and 
ought to be in the Queen's hands by reason of the act of Parliament passed 
i Edward vi. The yeldhall and close are worth 6d. a year clear."—Exchequer 
Special commission, 2885. And in 1561 a jury at Newmarket stated that in 
Chippenham was one tenement called the Guyldhall and one acre and a half 
of land, of the annual value of 8d., lately belonging to the gilde of Chippen-
ham, and in the parish of St. Mary, Ely, was a ruined tenement called the 
guyldehall, of'the annual value of 4d.—Excheq. Sj5. ('om.., 2907. 

See Toulinin Smith's English Gilds p.C, 127-9. Sir Wm. Cheney of 
Long Stanton was then sheriff of Cambs. and Hunts., and must have had a 
busy time during this month of November going round to all the market 
towns to make proclamation, for they were more numerous than they are 
now—Linton, Foulmer, Clopton, and many others. 

Cambridge Gild Records, p. xxviij. 
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the patrons of these communities, and quotes the statute 
15 Richard II,c. 5,  which brought gilds under the 
statute de relzgiosis. But when we consider the paltry 
amount of property possessed by the Cambridgeshire -
village gilds, it does not seem likely that this explanation 
applies to them. Another reason is suggested by a 
passage in the King's proclamation asking for inform-
ation ' as to the manner and form of the oaths, gatherings, 
feasts, and general meetings of the brethren and sisteren.' 
Is it not possible that one of the objects of these returns 
was to find out if any illegal meetings were held under 
shelter of the gilds ? Only seven years • previously, the 
country had been convulsed by the peasant insurrection, 
and according to evidence given at the trials of the 
rebels, the minds of the peasantry had been inflamed by 
doctrines promulgated at secret meetings. Many gilds 
were started at the be of King Richard's . reign, 
and it seems very probable that the authorities were 
looking at them as possible sources of social unrest. 

In the village certificates there are only five references 
to this particular clause in the proclamation. The gild 
of the Resurrection . at Chesterton stated that ' the 
brothers and sisters held no gatherings (congregationes 
or general meetings (assemblias) except for hearing' the 
account of the alderman and custodians, or when the 
alderman called several of the brethren before him to 
have better counsel on the matter, when anyone wished 
to enter the brotherhood.' The gild of St. Catherine at 
the same place made a similar return. The Mary gild 
there., stated that 'they do not hold drinkings, or general 
meetings or assemblies, nor make allegiances, nor take 
oaths, save that a brother on entry promises to give his 
portion towards keeping up the lights, etc., and that 
once a year they assemble in any honest place and hear 
the account of the custos.'l AtBottisham and Swaffham 
Bulbeck, the Trinity and Holy Cross gilds state that 

Cambridgeshire was particularly affected. See Cooper's Annals, Vol. I, 
p. 120-4. EasI Anglian, Vol. vi. p. 81, 97, &c., and Powell The Rising in 
Easi Anglia in 1381. The Parliament which ordered the return of the gild 
certificates was held at Cambridge. 

t Chancery Gild Certificate, 13, 14, 15, 
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neither custos nor ordinary member is in anyway bound 
by oathor fealty * 

Whether these gilds flourished more in the Eastern 
Counties than elsewhere or not, a great number of certifi-
cates are now in existence from that part than from any 
other. Cambridgeshire has fifty-eight of which eight 
belong to the town of Cambridge, eleven to the City of 
Ely, and six to' Wisbech, leaving thirty-three for small 
towns and villages.. These certi-ficates. are of varying 
interest, according to the details given of the custom 
of the gilds. They are mostly written in L 
but some are. in French, Wand one or two in a 
mixture of both languages. Several different forms 
will be given in the appendix to this paper. Many gild 
certificates, including some for the town of Cambridge, 
are in English Gilds collected by Toulmin Smith • for 
E.E.T.S. in 1870, and a volume called Cambridge Gild-
Records has been ably edited by Miss Mary. Bateson fof 
the Cambridge Antiquarian Society. But . none of the 
Certificates from which my notes have been taken have 
been printed, except those of Bottisham (in Hailstone's 
History) and March (TenlandY. & Q., vol v., p. 206.) 

It must be borne in mind that the remarks in this 
section refer only to gilds as they existed in the time of 
Richard II. No village gild customs of a later date, 
with the exception of those of Dullingham, have come 
to my notice, and that exception will be specially dealt 
with. 

It is hardly probable that all the certificates which were 
returned into Chancery in 1389 have been preserved. The 
condition of some of these existing, Littleport, for instance, 
which is hardly. legible, show what risks of destruction 
they have gone through. Hence it is not wise to make 
positive- statements concerning the origin of village gilds 
in Cambridgeshire, but the information we possess points• 
to these being of a purely religious origin. In the 
majority of cases their object was either to keep up lights 

* Ibidem, Nos. 3  and  33. These two certificates were drawn up by the 
same scribe. A full translation ot the Bottisham certificate is given in the 
supplement to Hailstone's "Hislorv of Bo1isham." 
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before an altar or image, or to repair the parish church 
and furniture. In. a few, the burial of the dead was pro-
vided for and masses said for their souls, and in six only 
was there any piovision made for relief of the sick or 
infirm. The gilds of the simplest character were those 
of Sawston, Pampisford and Whittlesford. These were 
evidently drawn ' up by the same scribe, as the wording 
is alike in each, and even- the spelling is almost identical. 
They simply state that some bushels of barley had been 
put out to increase in order to provide funds for the 
repair of the church roof, - which could not be done with-
out the aid of the gild. They therefore pray to God 
that their purpose be not disturbed. Usually the date 

. and name of the gild is given first, then the object for 
which it was founded, with the names of the founders, 
The ordinances and customs follow, and these are the 
most important part. A valuation of the lands, goods, 

. : and chattels finishes it. It will be convenient to con 
. sider these certificates .  together under various headings. 

I. Date offoundaEion . The earliest gilds were in the 
towns. The gild of St. Mary at Cambridge was probably • - 
founded between 1279 an4  I284t At Ely the gild of' 
St. Etheldrea in the church of° Holy Tinity was 
founded 'more than ioo years' before the date of the 
certificate, and the gild of St. Peter in the same church 
more than eighty years before. The earliest dated village 
gild is that of the Resurrection at Chesterton, 1336. 
Other dates are Wisbech (St. Peter's), 132 7-t  Chatteris 
(Holy Trinity), 1334, Haslingfieffl (Assumption), 1343, 
Stretham (St.. Mary), • ' 344, (Corpus Christi) 1350 1  
Stowe cum Quy (St. John Baptist), 1358, Chesterton (St. 
Katherine and St. Mary), 3 77, Tydd St. Giles (Holy 
Cross), and Levington (Assumption), 1386. The four 
gilds at Littleport were started in 137 7(two), 1380 and 
1382. The gild of St. Mary at Tydd St. Giles was 
founded "immediately after the first pestilence," i.e. in 
1349. The gild at Swaffham Bulbeck and Elm were 

- 	 See Appendix. 
- 	 t Carnbidg-e Gild Records; P. viij.  

The other three gilds here only date from Richard II. 



. founded ' beyond the memory of man,' and at March 
. ' of old.' These expressions may mean little or much. 
They may mean th at the living inhabitants were ignorant 
of the date of origin, or that the gild might have been 
ancient. For it. is a wellknown fact that gilds existed 
in England before the Norman conquest. The laws of 

. a gild of Thanes at Cambridge about A.D. 1050 are printed 
in Cooper's Annals I. 15.  These laws are s imilar to' the 
ordinances of the Chancery Gild Certificates—an oath 
on entry, a reeve or warden, burial at the expense of the 
gild, followed by a feast and almsgiving, and a common 
fine for breaking rules. The laws of gilds • at Exeter, 
Woodbury and Abbotsbury before the Conquest have also 
survived. And if we go further back and further afield 
we  find a gild existing-at Lanuviam in Italy, A.D. 133 9  
the rules of which might very, well have served 
as a pattern for those shown in the Chancery Gild 
Certificates of Richard II. I do npt mean to suggest 
that the village gilds are a survival of the Roman occu 
pation of Britain, but only to point out that they were 
not an invention of the fourteenth century. 

2. Origin of the gilds. The object of St. Katherine's 
gild at Chesterton, was to repair a certain altar of St. 
Katherine in Chesterton church, which in 1377 had be;- 
come old and unworthy, and the roof above it ruinous. 
The gild of Holy Trinity, Bottisham, was founded to the 
honour of the Trinity and for keeping a wax light 
burning before the image of the Trinity on feast days, 
for the repair of the church, for the renovation of vest-
ments, books and other ornaments in it, and for the aid 
of the poor and feeble of the village. The gild of St. 
Katherine at Elm was founded for keeping a light before 
the image of that saint. The gild of the Assumption at 
Haslingfield was founded about 1343 by Win. Sterne 
John. Bonde and others, to provide .a chaplain to say 
divine service in chapel newlybuilt in Haslingfield.* The 
gild of the Assumption at Leverington was begun on Wed-
nesday in the feast of St. Mary 13 86, by William Everard 

* This was the chapel of our lady of white Hill. See conyheare, Hislory 
of Cambs., p. 1 44. 

2R 
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and Simon May, chaplains, and other worthy men, for 
amending the image of the blessed Mary in a picture, and 
for keeping up a chapel in honour of the Virgin and a 
chaplain tosay mass in it. The gild of Corpus Christi at 
Stretham was founded for keeping up thirty-six candles 
before the Corpus Christi at the proper feast. The gild of 
the blessed Mary at Tydd St. Giles was begun by William 
Everswell chaplain, . and Nicholas Clerk, who • wishing 
to do something for the improvement of their lives, and of 
their souls when they should leave this world, (ab hcc 
luce migraverunt) founded a chaplaincy, and got others to 
join them. But the brethren were never to exceed twelve 
in number, and when. any brother, died, the' number was 

' always to be kept up by the election of another-fit person. 
In this limit of numbers, the gild differs from all the 
other village gilds of Cambridgeshire. The gild of the 
Purification of B.V.M. in Stretharn church was founded 
to provide twelve candles at major and minor f easts .* 
' . 3. Gi/dJ'roj5erly. The landed property of the gilds 
in the reign of Richard II. was small. The only possible 
reference to a gildhall is in the case of the gild of the 
Assumption in Haslingfield, where the certificate includes 
a copy of the royal licence to Robert Scales to give a 
messuage and 50 acres of land to the aldermen and 
brethren of the gild. It seems probable that gildhalls were 
a later development. If each village had possessed a hail 
or house in the fourteenth century, as each undoubtedly 
did in the sixteenth century, it would surely have been 
mentioned in the certificates. But we find that at Bottis 
ham the brethren held their meetings in a place fixed by 
the custodian. At Stretham they-meet at a 'certain place.' 
At Tydd,' at any honest place. The Gild of SS. Peter and 
Paul in the church of St. Peter by the Castle, Cambridge, 
had no fixed abode in 1448.t  Perhaps the gild feasts were 
not such a prominent feature of gilds in the earlier period 
of their existence as they became later. The usual return 

From this certificate we learn that the King's proclamation was made in 
the small village of Stretham, and that the return was made on January 31st. 

t In the abstract of the ordinances of the gild of St. Peter the Apostle at 
Wisbech given in the Appendix (Certificate 41) a 11 hail" is mentioned. 
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under the head of property, is that the gild possessed no 
lands or tenements, but a certain amount of money. Only 
four village gilds had any land beside Hasiingfield, which 
has already been mentioned. .. Chesterton (Resurrection).  
had 18 acres belonging to the royal manor of Chesterton. 
This had been surrendered into the hands of the lord of 
the manor about the time of the first pestilence (1349) 011 
the understanding that the profits thereof should be given 
towards the expenses of the gild. u An annual sum of 
i8s. was derived from

'
This source. This gild went on 

increasing in riches, for at the time of the suppression 
( 1 54-7)  its property was of the clear annual value of 
£2 75. 6d. . In 1389, this gild had some stock in hand, 
viz. : i 5 quarters of barley worth 3 5S. ; 200 pounds of 
wax for candles, worth i i 25. ;' ' 1 3 . - quarters and i bushel 
of malt, which was of no value because the brewing plant 
was out of order and too old to be mended. . But it was 
the sum of money which they had laid out on the church, 
which. shows their prosperity. For a new Easter Sepul-
chre they had given' Jio. ; towards building a bell tower 
they had expended Jii ; towards buyingtwo bells £18, 
and for masses for the souls of dead brethren they had paid 
5,5 marks (L36  is. 4d.) At this date, money hadnearly 
twenty times its present purchasing value, so that this gild 
must  have had some 'pow-er in the parish. Two other,  
gilds in the parish also had land. St. Katherine's gild 
held half an. acre of the royal manor and had io quarters 
of barley worth 23S. 4d., and moreover, one of the brethren 
named Geoffrey Aidrede had lately placed an acre of land 
at mortgage for the use of the gild at 30s.,  'which money 
was probably lent to some trusty member to trade with. 
The St. Mary gild held an acre of land of the Prior of 
Barnwell, and possessed ro quarters of oats worth 23s. 4d. 
The St. Mary gild at Stretham possessed three ruods of land 
and goQds to value of sixty-seven shillings. St. Katherine's 
gild at E1m possessed a dozen cows, given by the brethren, 
which were let out, and brought in 2s. a year each.Some 
gilds were returned as having neither lands, tenements 
or chattels, but most of them had small sums of money. 
Bottisham St. Mary had 64s. iod.; Tydd St. Giles 
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St. Mary gild had 5  marks for a chaplain's stipend; Stret-• 
ham Corpus Christi had chattels to value of 6os. ; Sawston, 
Whittlesford and Pampisford had corn of the respective 
values of ioos., 505. and 20S. Stow St. John had 225. 4d. 
in money. 
. 4. The Customs. The customs of Cambridgeshire 
gilds as shown by the certificates of 1389, may not con-
tain anything remarkable, yet include some-curious items. 

. The usual items are that they make provision for candles 
before the . altar or image of their patron saint, for pro-  
cessions on feast days, for funerals of brethren, and for the 
relief of indigent • members.. They also prescribe the 
conditions of entry for new members, the mode of election 
of officers, and the day and hour of general meetings. • 
The conditions of entry do not vary much. There was 
usually an entrance fee. • At Chesterton (Resurrection') 

- the original custom was for the novice to give just as 
much as he pleased, but afterwards the entrance fee was' 
fixed at five shillings. This was equal to almost as many 
pounds of our money (In some of,the Cambridge gilds 
the entrance fee was more than double as much as this). 
Each member was to give two pence ayear towards expenses 
and a farthing at the dedication festival and to swear by 
-the common faith (fide media) to be a faithful brother. 
At Bottisham the - entrance fee was 4  bushels of barley 
and 2 -1 lbs. of wax, and the brethren, although enjoined 
to behave faithfully to the gild, were to be held by no 
oath. At Swaffham Bulbeck the conditions were the 
same. At Stow Quy a fine of a pound of wax was im 
poed for breaking an ordinance. At Strethâm (Corpus 
Christi) 2lbs. of wax and a bushel of barley was the en-
trance fee, and in addition a penny had to be given to 
the custodian and a half-penny each to clerk and dean. 
Moreover every member was liable to be called upon to 
take charge of the gild stock, and trade with it for the 
profit of the gild, and if he refused, a find of a bushel of 
oats was imposed. At one of the Chatteris gilds an en-
trance fee of two shillings was charged, and in the other 
a payment of sixpence a year was expected. The officers 
of the gilds had various names. Sometimes only a single 
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custodian or alderman is mentioned, who was elected 
every year and was the ruling power of the society, but 
more often there were several  under officials. At Lever-
ington there was an alderman as ruler, four wardens ,* who 
were to receive and spend the money of the gild 
with the advice of the alderman, a clerk to write out the 
accounts and a dean for collecting money and summon- 

. ing members to meetings. At Chattéris (St. Peter) there 
were two wardens (gardiani) as well as an alderman and 
at Chesterton there were the same. 

5. Mee/ings. It was customary for all brethren to meet 
at the dedication festival, and after attending mass to 
transact gild business and then in some cases have 
dinner or supper together. At Bottisham (Holy Trinity) 
all members were to assemble at vespers on the vigil of 
Holy Trinity, and devoutly hear mass, ' remaining unto the 
very end.' Mass being finished, they were to go to a place 
chosen by the custodian and dine at their own expense. 
At Chesterton (Resurrection) . the brethren were to 
assemble on the octave of Easter, and go in solemn 
procession to church, where the alderman gave a penny 
and the brethren and sisters a farthing each at high mass. 
At Stow Quy (St. John Baptist) the meeting was to be 
as the vigils of St. John at vespers, and at high mass on 
the nativity of St. John, when the custodian, gave a 
penny and the others a half-penny. After nones on this 
day the members were to meet and cast up accounts. At 
Stretham (Corpus Christi) all were to attend church at 
Corpus Christi, and anyone absent at the opening was - 
fined a penny. And on St. Clement's day after mass 
they were to meet at a certain place and discuss the busi-
ness of the gild. At Tydd (St. Giles) they were to attend 
vespers on the vigil of that feast, high mass on the day, 
and-.vespers following. At-the same place (St. Mary) they,  
were to meet at mass on the feast of the assumption and 
afterwards to feast with their friends in any honest place. 
And on the same day it was ordained that all the brethren 

' Scabini, (Martin, Recordlnz'er,preler), derives the word from French ichevin. 
It is apparently the same as the 'skevin' of Miss Bateson, Cambridge Gild 
Records, P. xxxiv. 
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should have one mass of requiem for dead brethren, and 
this being finished, they ought immediately to cast up 
the gild accounts and fix the chaplain's stipend. The 
modern church parade and club feasts of benefit societies 
are not survivals of these customs of the gilds, although 
theymight be supposed to be. 

Burial Services. Most ofthe gilds made provision for 
masses to be said for dead brethren, and in addition, in 
some cases, directions are given about funerals. At 
Chesterton, each member was to swear to come to every 
brother's funeral, if he was within three miles; or to pay 
a pound of wax. But if infirm, he could be excused by 
a licence from the alderman. Two torches were to be 
provided for placing round the corpse when borne to the 
church, and thirty masses were to be said at the expense 
of the gild. At Stow Quy, Jf a member died (ab hoc 
seculo ernigravit) within seven leagues of the place, he 
was to be buried by the gild there, at the expense of his . 
own goods, if -they sufficed, otherwise at the expense of 
the gild. At Tydd, the proctor was to suffer the bellman 
to k'o round the town ringing. his bell, to make all men 
pray for the soul of the defunct, and to make all the 
brethren 'come to mass (ad missarn curn no/a); at which 
time each brother was to give' a penny and the brother-
hood twenty pence in bread. to the poor. At Stretham 
it was ordained that if any brother should' be killed by 
robbers or die suddenly within twenty 'leagues' of that 

* town, the custodian and such brethren as he should wish 
for, should go for the body at the expense of the gild. 
For the dead brother thirty masses were to be said; and 
all the brethren and sisters were to assemble at Placebo, 
Dirie, and at mass with their tapers alight, and give a 
farthing. Absentees were to be fined four pence, which 
was to be expended on masses. Anyone refusing to pay 
the fine was to be dismissed from .  the fraternity. 

Repairs lo church andprovision of lights. -Some points 
with regard to, this have, already been brought forward., 
At Stow Quy, after the annual casting up of accounts, a 

	

- 	' Sep/em leucas is the term used, but perhaps miles is meant. 
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sum was to be given towards the repair of the church, 
according to discretion. At Bottisham the y  of Holy 
Trinity had 22S. in hand for supporting the Trinity light, 
all the rest of the money had been spent in buying orna-
ments for the church in the preceding year, the old ones 
having been stolen. The Corpus Christi gild in the same, 
place provided thirteen candles, each of half a pound, 
before the . high altar on the vigils 'of Corpus Christi, ,'• 
and the St. Nicholas. gild provided ten wax lights each of 
half a pound, on the vigils of St. Nicholas. ' At Chester-
ton (Resurrection), eight wax' lights (ceeos vocatos nidos) 
every feast' day, before the cross in the nave, atId two 
torches at the elevation of the host at the principal feasts: 

The ' very poor '  gild of St. Mary at the same place had, 
agreed to keep ' an honourable light, to wit, thirteen can-
dles, (cereos vocalos nidos) at the chantry altar of our Lady.' 
At Tydd, each gild provided candles at the elevation of 
the host. At March, two candles were provided before 
the tomb of St. Wyndred. At Swaffham Holy Cross, 
lights were . provided before the rood. At Chatteris St. 
Mary" une oreige de cere ' weighing three pounds was 
provided before the Trinity. At Chatteris St. Peter, the 
gild undertook to provide thirty tapers, each weighing 
two pounds, for burning ' before the sepulchre from the 
ninth hour of the day which is called Good Friday, until 
the morning of Easter day, the time of the resurrection 
of our Lord. At Leverington '(Assumption), they pro 
vided five candles to burn on sundays and feast days at 
the elevation of the host, and two candles for lighting 
daily in the chapel at the antiphon, 'Salve regina.' 
The keeping up of lights in church is the custom most 
frequently met with in these certificates, 

8. Relief to the needy. As these gilds have been called 
the benefit societies of the middle ages, it might be expect-
ed that a considerable amount of space would be taken 
up under this heading. But unfortunately very little 

* "Salve Regina was an antiphon sung from Trinity to Advent, and is still 
used in the Roman church. It does not occur in the Sarum breviary where 
'Ad te levavi oculos meos' is said instead, but it is in the Hoae of the 
Sarum primer at the end of compline of our lady, and would probably be used 
by gilds, who said the little office' of our lady." 
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information  is forthcoming. Of the gilds in the larger 
villages few certificates have survived, or I might have 
been able to say more about it. To us in the twentieth 
century this is probably the most interesting part of the 
whole matter. We may assume that many gilds never at 
any period of their existence gave relief'to needy mem-
bers.  But in most of the larger villages there was in all 
probability, during the fifteenth century, a religious 
brotherhood which helped its poorer members. In only 
six of village gild certificates is there any -mention, 

. of relief. At Chesterton ; ' Littleport (2) ; Stow-juxta
Quy, and Stretham (2). At Chesterton! the allowance. 
was  threepence per week. At Stow the ordinance ran, 
' If any brother becomes poor so that lie cannot live on 
his own means honestly, as he was aforetime wont to do, 
then each, week of the year, he shall receive seven pence 
of the goods of the gild until his death, or until by divine 
grace he shall arrive at a better state. '  . At Stretham 
(Corpus ChrisiLi) ,  . also if any brother should lose his 
eyes, feet or any other member, so that he cannot work 
for his own sustenance, nor out of his own goods live, 
then every week he shall have three pence for his 
victuals and once a year a coat worth eighteen pence and 
a pair of shoes worth sixpence and these he shall have 
at the expence of the gild.' The gild of the Purification 
B.V.M. at Stretham had. a similar ordinance with the 
addition 'as long as the goods of the gild last.' The 
original of the phrase translated a pair Of shoes is un' 
tar' secular,' which translation is only guesswork. 
At. Littleport the gilds of St. George and Corpus Christi 
allowed three pence a week as, long as the goods of the 
gild held out. In the Stow Quy certificate there is no 
mention of any annual payment .and the entrance fee 
was only four bushels of barley. The gild possessed no 
landed property and the extent of its goods and chattels 
was twenty-two shillings in money, and this was liable 
to be spent in church repairs. Such a society which 
offered seven pence a week to infirm members was not 

- 	 . 	. 	 See Appendix. 
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.on a sound'financial. • basis according to modern ideas. 
The absence of any annual payment was the rule in these 
village gilds, the only exceptions being the gild of the 
Resurrection at Chesterton where an Easter offering of 
2d. was required of each member, the gild in the 
parish church of Chatteris where sixpence. a year was 
paid, and the gilds of Holy Cross and St. Giles at Tydd. . 
St. Giles, where one and two bushels of bere were given 
annually to the stock. The three latter were purely 
religious gilds. It would seem • almost that there was 
some other means of keeping up the funds. Voluntary 
gifts and legacies may have done something towards it, 
but at best were precarious. I have met with no 
mention of the Stow gild in the sixteenth century, per-
haps it had become insolvent long before. One is 
inclined to be curious as to what rules, if any, existed 

. about granting relief. The . most stringent rules are 
now required to prevent the abuse of relief by maling-
erers, who as soon as hard work or bad weather begins, 

. apply to the doctor to ' go on the club.' The ordinary 
farm labourer now gets 12S. a week when in full 
work, and ios. a week when 'on his club.' His 
fourteenth century fellow earned• only one shilling 
a week, and got in one case sevenpence, in others, 
threepence per week when infirm. But he was perhaps 
just as well off, for he was content with the bare necess-
ities of life. The gilds at Bottisham and Swaffham, 
had for one of their objects 'the relief of the poor 
whilst resting under ecclesiastical censure,' whatever 
that may mean. But what form the relief took is not 
stated. . . . 

In all the village certificates excepting two, there is 
mention of sisters as well as brothers. The gild of St. 
Mary at Tydd St. Giles consisted of twelve brethren 
only,. and no sisters are mentioned in connection with 
the gild 'of the Assumption at Haslingfield. Whether 
unmarried women were admitted as members of the 
mixed gilds there is no means of knowing. But they 
were admitted, to two Of the Cambridge Gilds. Some 

*Cambridge Gild Records, p. xxix. 
2S 
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of the town gilds excluded men of certain occupations. 
The Trinity gild in Trinity church, excluded priests, 
and 'the Annunciation gild in Great St. Mary's excluded 
bakers. None of the village gilds were so exclusive. 

There are several gilds mentioned in the gild certifi-
cates of 1389, of which no trace can be found in the• 
sixteenth century. Some gilds such as that of Pampis 
ford for the repair of the church, having served their 
purpose, were allowed tolapse. At Swaffham Bulbeck 
there were four gilds in 1389, but not one of these is 
mentioned in sixteenth century wills, although another 
gild is mentioned. At Stow. Quy, where there was a 
gild of St. John in i 389, founded thirty years before, I 
have found no further reference to a gild, but Blomefield 
states that there was a gild of All Saints there. In 
1450 John Austey founded a chantry of St. Anne here. 
At  Bottisham there are returns for six gilds in 1389, 
but only two of these are mentioned in the sixteenth 
century, whilst a seventh appears. 

9. Gilds in the SzxEeenth Cemury. From 1389 to I 5 i  7 is 
a long jump, but no records of the customs of village 
gilds  have turned up between these dates, although of 
course there are references to gilds in the wills of the 
fifteenth . century. In 1517 the gild of St. James at 
Dullingham, which had existed from ancient times, was 
renewed and the statutes were entered in the parish 
book. This book was seen by Thomas Baker in the 
eighteenth century, and he copied the statutes into his 
volume 36, -now in the University Library. The statutes 
are nine in number, and are written in English. The 
following is an abstract of them. The entrance 
fee  was 12d. for each couple, or, 6d4 for each single 
person. If any brother or sister died within three miles 
of the place, all the others were to keep an 'offering' 
-for him, that is, to give the curate a farthing, 'at the 
8'  alderman's syght' which was to be given to the poor. 
All brethren and sisters, who on account of poverty were 
unable to pay for their costs. at the gild hall were to 

*Ibidern. 	t Gough MS., Cambs. 3. 
4 This gildhall was sold to Cicely Pickerell in 1552, Pat. 5, Eliz. pt. 5. 
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come thither on Saturday night, and have their Sunday 
dinner and supper and Monday dinner given them ' as.  
every other of the brothers and sisters shall have.'— 

. . Which seems to mean that they were in the habit of 
feeding together on those days. Any members unable: 
through sickness to attend, were to have their parts sent 
home to them. Any members who shall ' fortune tO 
departe or by bedryd ' and have no goods, shall have 
15 d. from the gild. Every member was to pay a peck 
of malt or money after the-rate of the town—it is hot,• 
stated how often this was paid. The. officers were an. 
alderman, chosen annually by his predecessor i  he was to 

. have been an unofficial member for six years, and could 
not refuse under a penalty of 6s. 8d. ; a ' catter,' chosen 
under  the same conditions, but the term was five. years 
and the penalty 35. 4d. There is no further, mention of 
this officer, and I cannot find the word in any glossaries 
at my disposal. A steward was chosen under the same 
conditions as the ' catter.' The alderman was to brew and 
bake and lodge the rnatrjck and the cook if they were 
strangers. ach couple was to supply half a bushel of 

-, malt, wheat was to be at the expense of the gild. Every 
member having gild stock, . should show his surety to 
the new officers, and pay interest at the usual rate. 
The concluding statute is so curious that I shall quote 
it in full. "Also whereas tyrnys. paste dyvers personys. 
bathe had of the bolokys of the gyld and at the 
rekenynge day bathe alleged and sayd that the bolokys 
hath goon .fere myleche and had no calfe, by the wc  the 
gylde hath had grett detriment, therefor it is agreed that 
whoso shall have ony of them fro thys day forward shall. 
pay 25 a yere for the ferene whether yt or they go fere 
myleche or nott, so the gild to stand to the adventur of 
the cattill except yt shall be lawfully proved in the 
defaut of the keeper or firmit by evident profs had or 
knbwen." From this it seems that some members who 
had hired a cow belonging to the gild, had tried to avoid 
payment for it, on the ground that it had been profitless, 

"Gyve for the increase of the noble after the rate, as hathe byn in 
tyrnys paste." 	 . 	 . 
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but henceforth the hirers had to take them for better Or 
worse.*  It will be noticed that the customs of the gild 
differ widely from the customs of the 1389 gilds. There 
is no mention of religious services at all, and great 
prominence is given to the secular matters of feeding and 
relief. It may be, of course, that there were other 
statutes relating to masses, the secular part of the gild 
only having been renewed. There is reason to believe 
however, that the business of eating and drinking occu.--  
pied a far more prominent position at this time than in 
1389. The lists of cooking and eating utensils made 
when  the gilds were suppressedt and the frequent. 
bequests of such articles point to this4 . 

The religious element was still very much to the. front 
in some gilds. In 1329, Margaret Pepis of Cottenham 
left eightpence to every gild within the town keeping a• 
light within the church, ' so that I  they come with their 
banners to bring my body to burial and to each banner 
bearer a penny.' In 1524   John Marsh of West Wratting 
left ios. to buy an image of St. Anne for the church, 
and three pounds of wax to the beginning of a light before 
it ' to* the intent that the brethren and sistren of the 

* Two shillings was the usual price for the use of a cow for 'a year. In 
1523, Dame Anne St. George left a cOw to St. Anne's gild, Foxton, which 
was to be let out to a poor body at 25. a year. In 1389. the cows belonging 
to Elm gild were let out at the same rate, so prices had not altered much in 
the meantime. . In I532  William Leder alias Tyler left a cow to Dullinghain 
St. James, and in 1527, Edward Sander left to our lady's gilde Dullingham, 
' a ferniable cow or parte of one to kepe an obit yearly after the custom of 
the said gilde." . 

t See EaslAnglian, vol'. ix, p. 311-2., where are inventories of the Fratern. 
'ities of Chesterton, Borough, Bassingbourn, Ganiliugay, and Downham. 
• Thus in 1522 Audry Swan left her 'best brasse pot, a silver spoon, a 

pewter dish, a platter and saucer' to gild of St. John, Duxford, and a platter 
to gild of St. Peter's, and Alice Robwell left to same gild two pewter platters 
and two saucers. In 1520 Robert Frevyll Esqre left to Corpus Xti gild 
Little Shelford, a tablecloth and a garnish of pewter. In 1517 Robert 

• Knocke left to Horseheath gild a brass pan with an upright bend, a brass 
Tot with three feet, and 5  pewter platters. 

Emniota Sanders of Milton, 1521 left to gild of All Saints a cauldron, to 
gild of St. Katherine a kettle with a bell. The gild of St. Thomas a Becket 
at Grantchester received legacies of a comb of barley, a quarter of malt, 
twenty shillings, a tablecloth, a pewter dish and platter. 

In 1529 John Kent of Croxton left to St. Andrew's shrine 4d., and to St. 
Katherine gild as much 'wheat apd inalte as shall find the brethren and 
sistren . a dyner and a supper, the next year after that Wm. Ratforth do 

• 	keep for his mother.' 
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gild of St. Anne may maintain it hereafter.' This must 
have been rather an expensive legacy to the gild. In 	• 
1 5 2,1  Thomas Qu'ye of Great Abington left an acre of 

- 	land to St. Anne's gild and 135. 4d. to the painting, of 
St .  Anne's tabernacle. In 1.527   Margaret Gardyner of . 
Little Shelford left her house named ' Cocks '  to be sold,: 
and 15 marks given to the aldermen of the Corpus Christi 

. gild, for her husband's and her obit for ever.*  At 
Chesterton, where in 1389  the gild of the Resur- : 
rection was in such a flourishing condition, the same • .. 
gild was still strong in its religious element. About 
1 5 36  a return was made to the King's Commissioners 

• concerning this gild. Thomas Blithe, Bachelor of 
Divinity was alderman. The gild had land to the value 
of i 3S. 4d., which had been left to the fyndyng of a prest. 
to synge jhesus masse wekelie every fridey in Chester-" 
ton church for ever.' The keeping of a light about the 
Sepulchre was also one of the gild's duties.t 

Many gilds had a stock of money which was lent out 
to members, who probably paid interest, for it. Chester-
ton (Resurrection) had 64,  lent to five men. Oakington 
(Our Lady) also had . stockmoney, for when Thomas 
Barker died in 1521, he held 23s. belonging to the gild. 
And Wm. Ashhe of Hinton who died in 1523, had ios. 
belonging to the gild of St. Katherin and 3S. to the 
Holy Rood gild. The gilds at Burwell, Balsham, Linton, 
Pampisford, Westley, Whittlesford and Wilburton also 
had gild money, the first named as much as £124 - 

* Other instances are at Hinxton where Thomas Swan in 1518 left a quarter. 
of barley to our lady's gild, and half a mark towards painting her tabernacle 
and John Fao'duck left 4  bushels to the same gild and a hive of been to keep 
a light before St. John the Baptist. At Over in 1523 Rose Cocke left half a 
dozen pewters and a tablecloth to the gild and a mark towards making the 
tabernacle of our lady. . . 

In 1528 Thomas Howling of Horningsea left his house to his wife and 
daughter with remainder. "to our lady's gild, to keep a dirige and 
-mass for my soul and Emma's my wife's spending every year 2s. 

In 1524 Thos. Petche of Soham directed that out of the profits of certain 
lands, 138. 4d. should be yearly paid to the Corpus Christi gild priest in 
Soham for ever, 'as long as the brethren and sistren of the same gild will 
maintain any honest priest there singing or sayen mass.' . 

• 	' 	 t See Appendix. 
Lay Subsidies 82/191, 82/192, 82/204, 82/207, 82/210. The reference to 

Westley gild is the only one I have found. The 'plough stock' taxed at 
Newton, the church stock at Grantchester, and the town money at Isleham, 
may be the same as gild stock. • - • 

i' 
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Some of the legacies which the gilds received must 
. . have involved the officers in some trouble occasionally. 

For instance in 1526,  Wm. Walshe of Great Shelford 
left money as follows. ' To my eldest daughter Mary, 
5 marks and a great .  brass pot, to Ann my daughter, 5 
marks, and the io marks to be deliver ëd to the aldermen 
of St. Anne's and our Lady's gilds, who are to bring in 
every year the stock and encrease, and take of every 

	

. 	 . 

 

noble 4d. for the gild's  advantage, till they be married, 

	

. . .. 	and if they die before, .5  marks to remain to the gilds 

	

. 	. and 5  to my wife.' And the following bequest of Wm. 
. . Mylsent the elder of Great Linton in 152 3 ,   threw some 

responsibility on the Trinity gild there. Mylsent directed 
that two almshouses were to be built on the gild land, 
for four poor men and women. Over the living rooms 
was to be made a chamber for storing corn, which was 
to be let on hire and the proceeds used for keeping the 
buildings in repair. If his assignes did not carry out 
these  arrangements, the churchwardens and aldermen 
were  to take the matter in hand. 

It has already been remarked that gildhalls were a 
late  development of village gilds. Although there is no 
mention of them in the earlier records, at the time of the 
suppression probably every gild had a hall. About the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, there are several 
references to gildhalls being built. At Elsworth in 1528, 
Thomas Newman left 20S.. towards the building of the 
church house, at Connington in 1521, Henry Smith left 
205. towards the reparation of the church house, at 
Landbeach in 15  18, . there was a bequest of i is. towards 
making a house for the gild, and at Linton, Alice widow 
of Robert Mylsent, in 1499  left  5  marks towards building 
the new giidhall. In some cases the only evidence we 
have of the existence of a gild is the record of the sale 
by Edward the Sixth or Elizabeth of its gild hall. 
Shudy Camps, Castle Camps, Stapleford, West Wickham 
and Witchford are cases in point. The patent rolls bear.  

This building is still existing. It is now called the Rectory farm and 
stands near the church. It was called gildhall farm until a few years ago, 
and part-of the upper storey was used as a granary. 
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witness to 48 sales of gildhalls in Cambridgeshire 
villages, of which 38 were by Queen Elizabeth, most of 
them in the thirteenth and fourteenth years of her reign. 
Two men named James and Grey bought twelve.*  One 
would expect to find some record of the resale of these 
small properties. But amongst the Feet of Fines, one 
of the commonest records of land sales, there is no resale 
of any of these 48 gildhalls, during the reign of . 

. Elizabeth. One would like to come to the conclusion 
that the crown grantee never got possession of these 
small plots of the people's land. We can quite under-
stand that the villagers did not give, up possession of 
their gildhalls very readily. The people of Chippenham 
managed to keep possession of theirs. until 15  6 i , when 
its existence was. betrayed to a royal commission, and it 
was sold eight years later. At Ickleton the gildhall escap-
ed until i 70, when it was confiscated and at once sold. 

	

In some cases the village seem to have retained possess- 	S  
ion, as at Whittlesford, and at Melbourn, where it formed 
part of the town estate until very recently. At Great 

S  Abington, a messuage, • sometime called the gildhalI 
was bequeathed by Henry Amy to his son John in 1572. 
At Linton a messuage called the gildhall was left by 
John Lone to his wife in 1699 . It was then inhab-
ited by two families. A few years earlier, some repairs at 
the gildhall, apparentry an almshouse, had been done at 
the expense of the parish. 

If there were more than one gild in a village, usually 
the same hall was used for each. That several gilds in 
the same village had common property is proved by the 
will of Wm. Bowyer of Harston in 1521 :-' My great 
spit to the gilds in Harst.on' (St. Stephen, Our Lady, 
All Saints), and the following extract from the of 
Wm. Batell of Fulbourn, proved 24 June, i 26 9  points 
to the same conclusion :-' I give to the gildhall in Ful-
bourn, and to all the gilds holden there and kept in the 
same, my great spet, with my cobbouds longing to the 
same, which spet and cobbouds, I will be common to 
every man eny gret fest or dener as well within the said 

See appendix for the record of this sale. 
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gildhall to be holden as in any ,  other place within the 
Said town, and after eny said dener and feist is eiidet, 
the said spit and cobbouds to be delivered into the said 
gildhall unto the custodie of thewardens having all other 
stuff of the same hail in their keeping, there to remain 
for evermore, and the said wardens to make answer, and 
account to the parishioners of both the said churches 
every yere at such tyme as they make their account of 
all other stuff remayniug within the said gildhall.' In 
Fulbourn All Saints, the gilds were St. John the Baptist, 
Our. Lady, The Assumption; in Fulbourn SE. Vzovrs, 
St. Vigors, and St. Stephen. 

One village had two gildhalls. The small village of 
Wimhlington had two gilds, Holy Trinity and Purifi-
cation, and two halls, one of which was sold in 15  70 to 
Edward Forth, and another in 1 57 1  to Richard Hill. 

The gildhall although built by the town was usually 
on land belonging to the lord of the manor. Thus at 
Landbeach in 152,7   we read ' Md that the towne house 
was bylded at the common charge of the township.' In 
1 5 30 '. it was agreed between both ye lords of the towne 
that from hence the commoners of this town shall pay to 
either lord id. a year for the gild hall.' The gild hall 
at Melbourn stood on land belonging to the Bury manor. 

Some gildhalls were pulled down after their suppres-
sion'. Thus in 1570 at Horseheath was sold the land, 
on which the gildhall formerly stood and which had, 
lately been pulled down and carried away by Sir Giles 
Alington, Kt. and at March there was sold a tenement' 
called the gildhall and an acre of land on which was 
built the house of the gild of St. W yndred.* 

During the reign of Queen Mary there was probably. 
a revival of. interest in gilds as there was in monasticism. 
The latest reference to a village gild I have met with 
belongs to the last year of her reign. Sir Phillip Parys, 
Kt. of Little Linton, Cambs. by his will made ro June,, 
15 5 2  directed a mass of Requiem to be sung for him on 
Monday after Candlemas day, in. Linton church for 

Patent Roll -13,-Elizabeth part 4.  A swan mark belonging to this gild 
was sold at the same time. 	. 	. 	. 	-. . 
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fourteen years. And that there should be provided 
against that day a barrel of good white. herrings, which 
were to be given evenly. to • every • household rich and poor 
alike. Also that , 35. 4d. ' be bestowed in bread . and 
35. 4d. , in drink in the said' towne after the said 'dirige 

' and masse yearly at I the guyldhall ' during all the said 
' term.' , This will was not proved until the ' following 

January, so that'.it: is probable this 'direction was not 
. carried out.  

Although originally two distinct classes 'of institutions, 
at the time of their dissolution, chantries' and' gilds seem 
to have been frequently co- nnected, and the terms inter- 
changeable. A short account '  of the chantry or gild of 
our lady t' Meldret'h will illustrate "this. ' .There was a 
chantry in' this church at last as early as A.D. 1400, and in 

. 

1493 occurs 'a bequest to the gild of our lady 'there. ' In' 
1502 Christopher Cappe, vicar of ' Meidreth bequeathed 
J;•40 (a large sum in those days) to the said" gild 'to find 
a priest, and he also left a messuagecalled the Guyldehali 

. to keep an anniversary.t Next-.Tear we 'find, Robert 
Sutton directing that he'. should , be' buried ' in the ' chapel- 
of our lady ' standing in the churchyard of Meidreth4 ' 	 S  

In 1507 Robert 'Cappe left the corn on the parsonage 
land to 'the gild'of.our 'lady's chapel. A' few ,  years later 
the feoffees and brethren of our lady's gild in "Mel'dreth * 
appointed a priest to the chantry chapel in the church, 
and he was to be resident on the said chantry always, 
except for a month in the year and 'that at distant times. 
It may' be that when the chapel was built in the church-' 
yard, it was used as gildhall as well, and the old. hail 
passed into the hands of the vicar. When the Act for 
suppressing gilds was passed, surveys and inventories' 
were taken of all their possessions, but comparatively. 
few of these surveys have come down to us. So we are 
fortunate in possessing a survey of the Meldreth brother- '  
hood. This makes no mention of the lady chapel', hut 

Prerogative Court of Canterbuiy. Welles fo. 26. 
t F.C.C. Hoigrave 24/6. 	P.C. C. Hoigrave 6/3. 

MS. Rawlinson B. 278 P. 134.5 
2T 
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it gives details of the lands, which were worth about five 
pounds a year, and italso enumerates the cooking utensils.*  
In 1550 the possessions of the late chantry of Meidreth 
were 'again surveyed with a view to sale. The particulars 
show the lands to be the same as those belonging to the 
brotherhoodt and the sale of the same chantry lands is 
recorded on the Patent Roll of 4th Edward vj . The 
price was Li 2 3 I 15. 91d. being twenty-two times the 

. annual clear value. 
Another instance is shown at Haslingfield where we 

meet with a survey of the possessions of the chanlrji or' 
gild of the Assumption,+ and in the same place the 
chalice and vestments belonging to the chantry of the ' 	. Nativity, were in the possession of the bailiff of the- 
gild of the Nativity.§ 	0 .  

We have at least one instance where a gild grew up 
around a chantry. • A revival of interest in the decaying 
chantry, lead to the formation of a gild, the 'very poor' 
gild of the B.V.M.. Chesterton. The certificate 11 states 
that there was a chantry of B.V.M. in that church 
which was endowed with certain lands; these having 
fallen into decay and being' 'productive of - no income, 
about i - certain men and women agreed to buy 
tapers for lighting the altar on feast days and so it 
began to have the name of, gild or brotherhood and the 
men and women to be called brethren and sistern of the 
'gild. There were some villages in which there were en--  
dowed chantries, but no gild, at least I can find no record 
of any. Isleham, Boxworth, and Little Wilbraham are 
examples. 'Perhaps the existence of these chantries 
obviated the necessity of a religious gild, but it is diffi: 
cult to understand how a village of the size of Isleham. 
should have remained without a benefit society of some 
kind.  

The frequency with which village gilds existed will be 

Szø veys and Rentals 2/16. In the Valor Ecciesiasticus the chantry of' 
Meldreth is valued at 

1-  Earhc. for Grants 4  Edw. vj. Reve and HerdsOn. Section 2. 

t Sui vei's and Rentals 2/14. 	 S S and R 21 1 3. 
11  Cambs Gild Gertificate No 15. 
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seen from the following figures. Leaving out Cambridge, 
Ely, Wisbech and Whittlesea there were Over 21 4   gilds 

,in the 158 parishes. Thirty-six parishes had no gild as 
far as my researches go. It is not pretended that 21 4 is 
the . sum total of village gilds in Cambridgeshire. . My 
endeavours have chiefly been directed to the object of 
finding out how many villages had gilds, not how many 
there were in each village. The most fruitful sources for 
information of this character are the wills of middle class 
people before 1540. The subsidy rolls of Henry the 

: Eighth's reign record the taxation of gild property, and the. 
minister's accounts and patent rolls of Edward the Sixth 
and Elizabeth give the fate of the gild property. The 
certificates of chantries for the diocese of Ely seem to 
have been lost, for only two are given in the Record 
Office calendar. - 

. The town of Whittlesea, which a few centuries ago 
was a market town of some note, had many gilds con-
nected. with its two churches. But. no gild certificates 
have survived, nor can I find any reference to Whittlesea 
gilds in my notes from local wills, which is strange, as 
there were many wills proved in the consistory court of 
Ely. It is not . until the year. i 542 , that any reference to 
gilds here has come to my notice. And then' it is a very 
full list, being the taxation of gild property on Lay 
Subsidy Roll 82/190 as follows 

WHITTLSEY De le Whyttson gylde in'bonis ............ 20S. (paid) 4d. 
le Plowe light de Scent Marie .......... 20S. 	4d. 
Gyld Corpus Christi .................. 20s. 	4d.. 
le Plow stok de Scent Andrewe ......... . 20S. 	4d. 
Gyld beate marie Magdalene............. ibs., ,, 	2d. 
Gyld Scent Jacobi....... ............ios. ,, 2d. 
Gyld Scent John de Scent Andrew .... 30S. 	6d-  
Estre chappell.. ......................ios. 	2d. 
Gyld Scent Anne... .......................ios. 	2d. 
Gyld Scent Marie .......................ios. 	,, 	2d. 
Gyld Scent Trenitat .................... 20S. 	4d. 
Gyld Scent Anne de Scent Andrew. .... ios. 	2d. 
Gyld Scent Jesus ....................los. ,,. 2d. 
Gyld Scent Johis.. ........................ios. 	,, 	2d. 

And in addition to these there was another gild, that 
of St. Thomas Archbishop, as will be seen from the 
following extracts. Ill 1571 the Queen sold to Hill and 
James a croft of half an acre in Gracyous St. formerly be-
longing to the gild of St. Thomas a Becket, and a parcel 
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of land on which stood Ester Chapel ii tenure. of Ralph 
Scot and a messuage called Gild Hall. And _in -  the same 
year .  she sold to James and Grey, a - .'' tenement called 
Thomas Beckett's gild house.t Thesainted Archbishop 
Thomas had now become the traitor Thomas Beckett. 

The two village gilds in : this county which have left 
most memorials are the.... -gilds of. ' the Assumption at 
Haslingfieid and of the: Trinity at Bassingbourn4 . The 
former was connected with. a chapel which stood on the 
ridge midway between the. villages of Barrington and 
Haslingfield and known as the chapel of our lady of 
Whitehill. . This chapel was known far.: and : wide 
throughout the neighbouring counties. According to 
-Conybeare§ as many as eighty-four churches . are visible 
from this point,which is still known as ' chapel bush '  and 
can be recognised -from several different directions many 
miles away. The gild was started in 343  by William 

. Sterne and others, to provide a chaplain to pray daily in 
the chapel of our lady newly founded in Haslingfield, and 
in the following year, Robert de Scales, lord of the 
manor, obtained a licence to endow it with a messuage 
and fifty. acres of land, which he made over to the 
aldermen and brethren.I The brethren'us'ed'to'  meet in 
the chapel every feast of the Assumption and give a 
pennyin honour of our lady. And that is all we know 
about the gild and its doings, during this century. From 
its conspicuous position one would expect that it was 
frequently used for purposes of sanctuary, but several 
abjuration rolls which have been examined, have had no 
mentioii of it. The next mention of the chapel does not 
find, it in very flourishing circumstances. For it had 
become ruinous, and the Bishop had granted an indulgence 
"for the repair of the chapel of the Blessed Virgin, 
Whighehill in Eslyngfyld.' The gild is frequently 
mentioned in wills. In 1493 Robert Cokesale left money 

Patent Roll 14 Elizab. pt. 2. 	t Patent Roll 14 Elizab. pt. 7. 
4 Some particulars of this will be found in the Appendix. 
History of Cambridgeshire p. 144. 	11 Gild Certificate, 24. 

* Reg. -Alcock, P. 37. 
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. 	to it ; in i5I6RichatdArnys of.Harleton left 40S.,. in 
, 15 .19 John Atkin left s; • to Sir • John Whitehead 

chantry priest of  the Assumption, and mentions Chapel-
field; -  in 1. 5 2 I Wm. Atkyn left 55., in  15  7 John Sumnar.  
left ' ' to the store of the gyldé ofthe Assumption of our lady 
35. 4d and to the priest of the same to pray for me r 2d." 
In the Valor Ecciesiaslicus r 3 5 , the chantry was valued 
at J3. 5s. 4d. and having passed into the hand of the 
King, was sold by him in 1548 to Sir Thomas Wendy, 
the court physician. When the first act was • passed 
confiscating the possessions of chantries and gilds, the 
King had a survey made of all his new property and this 
is a specimen of his surveys :- • 

. " Rental of all and singular of the lands and tenements to the 
. éhantry or gild of the Assumption of B.V.M. of Haslingfield within . 	the county of Cambridge belonging, in the village of Haslingfield 

aforesaid, and situated and lying with its 	 . bounds 
. Imprimis, the mansion belonging unto the same chantry............. ios. 

Itni in the hands of Robert Coxall 9  acres of arable land, the rent thereof ios. 
Itni in the hands of Robert Hatley 9  acres of arable land, the rent thereof los. 
Itm Robert Gawden hathë 8 acres of the chantry land and payeth . . . . ios. 

'Yonge John Atkins hathe acres of arable land 	.,,.. .... los. 
Robert Hardwell 	,, 	 8 	,, 	 ,,  	 .• ios 
John Kydall 	 ,, 	 9 	,, 	 ,, 	,, 	,, 	 los. 
John Stedman 	,, 	 8 	,, 	 ,, 	 ,, 	 . 	 .,, 	 ios. 
Thos. Fear 	 ,, 	9 . ,, 	. 	. 	,, 	,, 	,, 	 105. 
John Mude 	 ,, 	9 	,, 	,, 	,, 	,, 	 ios. 
Wm. 	. 	. 	,, 	8 	,, 	. ,, and i messuage .......los. 
John Glover 

	

	,, a little tenement and payeth... ...........8s, 
Sma 51i. i8s. 

Thé'deductions and payments thereof:—, 
To the lorde of the soile of Haslingfield 8s. and 2 capons yearly 16d. 
To the parsonage at Haslingfield 4s. 8d. 
Inyerelie obite to be keped in the church of Haslingfield at the charge of - 

• 	 the chantry priest 2S. 
Item the yerlie repairs of the chapell mansion house with other houses, 

walls, hedges belonging to the same chantry. 20s.t • 	. 	 Sina i6s. 
INvEWr0RIE OF JEWELLS. 

I Sylver challice, the silver whereof dothe weye .6oz, 24s. 
2 vestments and an albe 6s. 
2 little candlesticks 6d, i corporal1 and ye case 6d. 
Olde altar clothes, i old masse book, i towel 3s. 8d. 
i brasse potte 25; 8d., I old panne, ihasen, one little 'broken layer 16d. 
I spytt of Iron 16d. in the custody of John Jackling, all the rest ben in the 

custody of the chantry priest4 
Sma 4os. 

* 'Patent Roll 2 Edward vj, ftai'/ iv. 	The late chantry of the Assumption 
B.V.M. ;—A cottage and garden in the occupation of the Chanterist, a cottage 
and garden called Casebolts Cottage, a messuage and 87 acres of land and 
meadow." 

+ This item is crossed out. 
A fine linen cloth on which the sacred elements were consecrated. 

• 	 I 
 

P.R.O. Surveys and Rentals 2/14. 
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According to this survey the clear yearly value of the 
property was five pounds, two shillings, and the items 
correspond almost exactly with the items of the property 
sold to Wendy.: It would have been satisfactory to have 
found the chapel mentioned, but neither the survey, nor 
patent roll, nor particulars for grants in the. Augment-
ation Office, contain an about it. Perhaps the- 

mansion '  in the occupation of the chantry priest was 
the chapel.* . . 

But although the gild was dissolved and its benefits 
both physical and spiritual lost to the parish, memories 
of it remained for generations, and the most interesting 
references we have to the chapel were written nearly a 
century after its demolition. In John Layer's manuscript 
history of the county in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 
under Haslingfield, occurs the following 

cc  This village in precedent ages was ye more remarkable for a pilgrimage to 
our lady of Whitehill, a chapell dedicated to her standing upon the very top of 
a hill, about a furlong or more from the town, towards the south, where now 
(1639) is only to be seen certain trees or bushes wch did enclose it. In this 
chapel was placed the image of the said Lady ofWhitehill adorned with costly 
ornaments to win the admiration ofthe people which flocked thither from all 
quarters out of a religious devotion to offer presents and oblations, none 
came empty handed, which enriched • the priest, and yielded benefit to 
the inhabitants, for every year at the least, at ye feast of Easter, the whole 
town was scarce able to receive the pilgrims. Among other presents which 
were offered there did hang up in the chappel a pair of huge iron hinges, 
which is thought to have been offered to our lady by one of the Lord Scales, 
attributing to her his deliverance from some imprisonment and tondage, 
which he escaped." 

In the margin is written :- 
"This I had from ye relation of a credible person, who had it from his 

Father, an eye witness of these particulars."t 
And in another manuscript of about the same period 

in the Bishop's library at Ely, and probably by the same 
hand is this :- 

"There was a place nere called the Lady of Whitehill where thee was a 
chapell and the lady mary's picture in it, in ye memory of man where there 
was pilgrimages and many foolish devotions performed, a tricke of the priests 
to gett money, such was ye foolish fond devotion of those times." 

It will be noticed that there is. no mention in the 
inventory of any costly ornaments. These might have 
been magnified by tradition, or they might have been 
concealed from his majesty's commissioners by the simple 

* The priest's name was Thomas Smythe. He was receiving a yearly 
pension of4 in 1548. Exchequer Acds, 75/4. 

MS., Gough, Cambs. 19 ft. 74. 	4 'Accouni of Manors, temft. James ist.' ft. 85. 
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villagers. Let us hope that the latter was the case. 
The gild of the Nativity of B.V.M. in Haslingfield 

was also connected with a chantry. In 1498 and 1518 
there are references in wills to the ' chapel of St. Mary 
standing in the church yard' so called probably to distin-
guish it from that standing on Whitehill. In 15 19  
John  Atkin left ios. to make a new sepulchre, and 1 3s ,  
4d. to bay a laten candlestick with branches, to be set 
before the image of the nativity of our lady in the church 
of Haslingfield. There was a mansion house worth seven 
shillings and land worth4 6s. 2d. a, year belonging to the 

• chantry, and a chalice worth 26S. together with, various 
vestments and coking utensils which .were in the hands 
of Robert Thomeson, bailiff of the Gild of the Nativity. 
When sold to Wendy this property consisted of a cottage 
and garden, a messuage, and sixty-seven acres of land. 

In conclusion 'I should like to point out that the greater 
part of the material on which the above remarks are 
based was gathered together several years ago. Since 
which time my -timee has been fully occupied with very 
different subjects, and consequently this paper, put to-
gether in leisure hours, often interrupted, cannot show 
that grasp of the subject which it deserves. 

* Survey and Renlal, 2/13. 	. 	 S  

W. M. PALMER. 

S. 	
APPENDIX. 

I. 
(Gild of Pampesford,' 1389.) Gild of -the assumption Of our lord 

of Pampeswurth. 
Queue gyld fuist tard comencés et ascuis doneront al cOmence-

ment une bussel dorge et ascuis de bussel dorge pur mettre en 
encres al oeps et arnendement de eglise en mesne la yule quelle 
est feble et en parte di'rrut et cornent de necessete en brief temps 
le tort celle appelle le roof de novel estre fait et ces ne poet estre 
sanns lide del gylde avantdicte pourquoi us priout pur dieux q' 
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lour purpos ne soit destourbe et cestre gylde avantdicte ne vaut 
outre XXS  a plus. Chancery Gild Certificate 28. 

Which gild was lately commenced, and some gave atthe 
commencement a bushel of barley and some two bushels to 

I

put 
out to increase for the use and repair of the church, which is 
in poor condition and partly ruinous, and as of necessity in a 

. . short time, the top of this called the roof must be made new, and 
- . this cannot be done without the aid of the aforesaid gild, therefore 

they pray, to God that their purpose be not disturbed. And this 
gild is not worth more than 2O5." • 

The Certificates 29&'37,  Sawaton and Whittlesfbrd, are almost exactlylike this. • 	 , 	.. 
. 	II. 	 . 

(Gild ofLeveringlon, 1389.) The certificate of the Gild of the . 	 Assumption at Leverington. 
On Wednesday in the feast of the blessed Mary, in the year of 

our Lord 1386 was begun a fraternity in hOnoir of the assumption' .  
() of the blessed and glorious virgin Mary in the villageof Levering-

ton by. William. Everard and Simon May chaplain and other good 
.. men of the same village, to put right.- the image of the blessed 

Mary in a picture and to put right and keep up a chapel,founded 
inhonour of the blessed Virgin Mary there, also for finding  and 
sustaining a chaplain to celebrate for the brethren and sisters of 

. the gild in that chapel.. And for providing five torches for 
lighting on sundays and feast days at the elevation of the host, 
and two torches for lighting daily in the chapel at the antiphon 
" Salve, Regina." . . 
. For the carrying out of these constitutions they elect an alderman 
to rule the gild, four wardens (Scabinos) to receive and spend the 
gild money by the advice of the alderman, a clerk•towrite, count 
up the money, and render up the account to the gild, a dean to 
collect all the money belonging to the gild, and ordained from 
year to year at the morning speech (ad loculionem malulinarn) of 
the brethren, and to summon all the brethren when. there should 
be occasion. And whenever a brother dies the prayers for his soul 

• 	 shall be at the expense of the gild. Chanceiy Gild Certificate 25. 

III. 
(Gild of Slow, 1389.) The certificate of the gild of St. John 

the Baptist in the church of St. Mary 
at Stow near Quye, by John Saffrey, custodian, the last day of 
January, 12th Richard-II. 

Imprimis. It was begun by the devotion of men of the 
village, thirty years and more ago. The custos and all the 
brethren ought to come together to hear mass devoutly, at first 
vespers on the vigil of St. John and also at high mass on the 
feast of the nativity of St. John. • Each brother to give a penny 

• 	or half penny at the collection, the custos a penny.  certainly. 
Item, if any brother or sister should emigrate from this world 

within seven leagues distance from the village of Stowe, the 
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gild shall bury the deceased in the church or churchyard, accord-
ingtohis wish, at the cost of the deceased if his goods suffice, 
otherwise at the expense of the gild. And each year they 
shall keep his anniversary. .,  

Item, if any brother become so poor, that he. cannot live 
honestly on his means, as he was aforetime wont to do, then 
every week he shall receive sevenpence out of the goods of the gild 
by the hand of the custodian, until by divine ordination, he shall 
hap to die, or get into better circumstances without fraud in any 
way. Item, at the entry of any person, such shall give four 
bushels of barley ,  or the value thereof. And if there should be 
found defait or fraud against these premises in any of them, then 
for such"defalt he shall pay a pound of wax, or value, towards the 
taper burning before the image of St. John on all feast days at 
proper hours, unless he has reasonable excuse to offer. 

Item every year, on the same feast day, after none, the goods 
and chattels of the gild are inspected and when the above speci-. 
fled conditions are fulfilled, the residue may at the discretion of 
the . brethren, be distributed towards the fabric and use of the 
church. 	 ,. 	 . 

Item. they have no lands or possession, but 22S. 4d. in money. 
Chancery Gild c'erlificaz'e 30. 

Iv.,  

• 2 ('Chester/on, c;ildoflheResur?clioz, 1389.) 1 . Certiflcatio Alder- 
. 	 , . . 	 ; . 	 . 	 : ' ' • 	 ' 	 •. 	 manniet custddium 

cujusdam gilde sive fraternitatis fundate in honore resurrectionis. 
domini nostri Jeshu Christi 'in villa de Chesterton in comitatu 
Cantebrigie virtute cujusdam proclamationis brevis domini Regis 
in cotnitatupredicto inde facteper. ipsum Aldermannuni t cus"~  
todes in cancellarlo ipsius Regis missa sequitur ,  in hec verba - 

I. The certificat of the gild of the I  Resurrection sent into Chancery by virtue of the 
King's proclamation.  

2. OrdinatiogildeSeti' fraternitatisfundate invilla de Chesterton 
in honore resurrectionis domini.flostriJeshu Christi cepit initiuin 
habere perjuvenes homines et mulieres ejusdem yule circa annum 
domini E. nuper Regis Anglie avi ;domini regis nunc decimum, 
que ordinatio talis est videlicet :-  , 

2. The gild or fraternity Was begun by men and women about the ioth year of King 
Edward III. . 

• • 
3. Quod q1i1ibt frater et soror dictam gildam sen fraternitatem 

• intrans in piima fundatione, ejusdem gilde sen fraternitatis -dedit 
de blado sno ad sustentatipnem ejusdeni gilde sen frattnitaXis 
quantum sibi placuerit. Postea vero processu temporis ordinati 
fuit per fratres et sorores predictos quod quilibet intrans gildafli. 
i'redictam in primo introitu suo ad minus solvet quinque solidos 
ad sustentationem predictam 

. 
At first each member gave as much corn to the gild as he wished. - Afterwardsit was 

ordained that each new member should pay an entrance fee of at 'least 5 shillings.. '  

2U 
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4. Et quolibet anno unus aldermannus et duo custodes de fratri- 
. bus predictis ad custodiendum et disponendum omnia bona et Ca-

talla gilde seu fraternitatis predicte collata qui quidarn Alderman-
nus et custodes singulis annis in octavis pasche faciunt solempnem 
processionem ob reverenciam et honorem resurrectionis . . 
. . . . Et tune dictus Aldermanuus unum denarium ad altam 
missam in ecclesiã predicta et quilibet fratrum et sororum pre- 

S • dictorum debent offerre unum quadrantem ad eandem missam. 
Et inveniunt et susteñtunt in honore resurrectionis predicti in 
eadem ecelesia decem et octo cereos vocatos nidas singulis diebus 
festivis coram cruce in navi ecclesie predicte ac duas torcheas ad 
levationem Corporis Christi singulis festis principalibus ardentes, 
dicteque torchee circa corpora fratrum et sororum dicte gilde 
mortuorum dum ad ecciesiam deferuntur debent ardere. 

An alderman'and two custodians elected every year, to look after the gild's chattels, 
and they shall snake a solemn procession yearly in honour of the Resurrection, when the 
alderman shall offer a penny and each brother and sister a farthing. They find eighteen 
tapers on feast days before the cross in the nave of the church, and two burning torches at 
the elevation of the host onprinc'Pal feasts, which torches ought to burn around the bodies 
of dead brethren and sisters whilst they are borne to the church. 

Et in dictis octavis pasche faciunt communia de fratribus et 
sororibus predictis et tune quilibet 'fratrum .et sororum predic-. 
torum dat duos denarios in auxilium expensarum factarum pro 
gilda predicta per annum. 

. On the octave of Easter they all meet on gild business and each member gives two 
pence towards the gild expenses for the year. 

Et quotiens aliquis intrabit gildam predictam fide media 
jurabit coram aldermanno predicto quod erit fidelis frater ej usdem 
gilde. 

6. On entry each to swear by the 'middle faith' to be a faithful brother. 

Etsi infra tria miliaria a villa predicta, in obitu alicujus fratrurn 
sen sororum predictorum fuerit ad villam predictam ad exequias 
et missam pro eodem defuncto ibidem celebrandum in propria 
persona sua veniet, et ibidem pro anima dictidefuncti et animabus 
omnium fidelium defunctorum.....................beate marie 
virgin is cum devOtione quo potent dicet et si in forma predicta 
illuc non venerit, dabit unam libram cere ad sustentationeni 
luminis predicti nisi per infirmitatem vel licenciam aldermanni 
predicti sua absentia potent rationabiliter excusari. 

. If a member shall be within three miles of the town when mass is said for any 
defunct brother, he shall attend under penalty of one' pound of wax, unless he has a licence 
from alderman or offers a reasonable excuse. 

Et quando aliquis fratrum aut sororum ejusdem gilde ab hoc 
luce migraverit pro anima ejus facient celebrare trigiuta niissas' 
et sic pro quolibet fratre et sorore ejusdem gilde decedente. 

8. Thirty masses to be said for each deceased member.  

Item si aliquis fratrum vel sororum predictorum ad tantam 
inopiam devenerit quod se sustenare non potent, iidem Alder-
mannus et custodes de bonis gilde predicte collatis dabunt eidem 
inopi iijd  per septimanam pro sustentatione sua. 

/ 9. Any brother or sister who has fallen into poverty to have 3d. a week. 
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10. Et decem et octo acre terre in villa predicta que villa est de 
antiquo dominico corone Anglie per diversas personas gilde sen 
fraternitatis predicte circa primam pestilenciam reddite fuerunt 
in manus domini sub ea intentione quod terra predicta deliberare . . 
tur duobus fratribus ejusdem gilde per garsumam secunduni 

e 	
: 

consuetudinm manerii yule predicte per rotulum curie ibidem 
tenende, ita quod exitus terre predicti in auxiliurn sustentationis 
et supportationis oneris gilde predicte expendantur imperpetuuni 
Trout secundurn consuetudinem in rnanerio, predicto a tempore 
quo non extat mernoria semper hactenus ihidem hene licuit facere 
quae terra modo est in manibus duorum fratrum ejusdern gilde 
pro intentione predicta feliciter perimplendo, dictaque terra valet 
per annum ultra redditus et servicia jude debita xviijs 

10. Eighteen acres ofland copyhold of the Royal demesne were given to the gild about 
the-time of the first pestilence. Two brethren hold it on the Court Roll. 

I I . Et insuper suñt in manibus ej usciern alderman ni et custodium 
predictorum de bonis gilde predicte xv quarteria ordei pretii 
XXXVS et ducente libre cere pretii cxijs  ad sustentationern lurninis 
predicti empti. . 

II. The gild possesses 15  quarters of barley worth 355. and 200 lbs. of wax worth 1125. 

12. Item habent xiij quarteria et unum bussellum brasei que oh 
defo..............debite brasiationis eorundem fere sunt 
deperdita, ita propter debilitationern non possunt aliquem invenire 
ad earn ernendam. 

And 23 quarters and i bushel of malt, which is useless because their brewery i§ too 
old to mend. 	 . 	 . 

Quiquidern aldermannus fratres et sorores de bonis dicti • 
gilde a deo collatis ob reverentiam et honorern resurrectionis predic-
ti dederunt ad fabricandum unurn novum sepulchrurn pro eadern 
resurrectione in .ëcclesia predicta x", et in fabricatione campanilis 
ejusdern ecclesie expenderunt xj" Item dederunt in auxilium 
duarum campanarurn emptarum pro eadem ecciesia xviij 1  et in 
stipendiis capellanorurn per diversa tempora pro statu fratrum et 
sororum predictoiurn vivorum et pro anirnabus fratrum et sororum 
predictorum defunctorum, et animabus omniuni fideliurn defunc-
torum per diversa tempora de bonis et • catallis gilde predicte 
expenderunt quinquaginta et quinque marcas. 

13. The gild has given -/To to a new sepulchre, £" for building a bell tower, £18 
towards buying two bells for the church, 55  marks as payment to chaplains. 

14. Et insuper iidern fratres et sorores aliquas congregationes 
sen assemblias no* n faciunt nisi pro compoto aldermanni et custodii 
predictorum audiendo preter quod quando aliquis fraternitatein 
predictam intrare voluerit, quod idem aldermannus aliquos de 
fratribus predictis corani se venire faciet pro sanioriconsilio super 
hoc habendo, et non habent aliquas cartas libertates seu 
privelegia per dominurn Regeni vel antecessores subs eis de gilda 
predicta concessa nec aliqua alia terras tenernenta, bona sen 
catalla ad eandem gildaln spectantia preter illa que superius 
specificantur. Chancery Gild Cerlificale No. i. 

14. They hold no meetings except to admit new members They have no Charters. 
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V. 
(Cizeslerlon.) The aunswer of Sir Will'm Grene Curate ther, 

(? 1546.) Thomas Goodwyn and Richard Anger churche 
wardens ther, to the Bill of articles to them sent ffrom the 
Kyngs commissioners. . . 

To the ffirst article they save that ther is nor hathe bene sythe 
the iiijth  day of ifebruarie in the xxvijth  yere of the Kyngs maties 
Raign any cháunterye, Colledge, ffre chappell, hospital, fraternitie, 
Brotherhedde, Gylde, Or stipendarye prest, within the said parishe, 
But a gilde called the Gilde of the resurrection of our lorde and a 
stipend yerelie of xiij' iiijd  ffor a prest to synge everye Frydey in 
the yere in the saide parishe church.  

To the secounde article they save that the saide Gilde was begon 
and fownded byfore memorie of man by divers the inhabytants of 
the said parishe as necessite cam unto them whereof there is nor 
was any foundacon by any wrytyng but of devocon and comen 

. assente of the inhabitants ther begon and so contynued unto this 
dey and for the said stipend theye save that one Thomas Marten 
declared his will and by the same willed the profights of certen 
lands hereafter expressyd to the ffyndyng of a prest to synge 
.Jhesus masse wekelie every Frydey in Chesterton chirche ffor 
ever WCh  is the ffundacon ifor the proffe of the saide stipende. 

To the thirde article they save that ther is divers persones seasyd 
to them and ther heires of and in certen lands and tents  conteyned 
in a Rentall hereunto annexed to thentent and purpose that they 
shall converte and bestowe the profitts of the same for the uses 
and purposes above declared by the advyse and counsell of the 
aldermene and brothern of the saide .Gylde and in the same 
Rentall conteyned also certen lands sett out for the fyndyng of 
the said prest. . 

To the ffourthe article they certifie and aunswer that the revenues 
and profytts of the lands conteyned in the saide Rentall be con-
verted and employed to the Releve of the poor peple of the saide 
parishe, and to the kepinge of a light about the sepuicre and 
that the revenues and profitts of the saide lands sett out by the 
said will for the stipende of a prest is bestowed and employed to 
a prest for the same use and entent. 

To the Vth  article yt is aunsweryd by the ffirst forasmoche as 
ther is neyther hospitall Colledge, ifechappell, tie chaunterie in the 
said parishe. 

To the vjth  article they save that of the said Gild ther an alder-
man whose name is Thomas Blithe clerke, Bachelor in divinitie, 
and that one (blank) hathe the said yerelie stipende of.xiijs jiijd 
and that ther is no mansyon or habytacon of the same, butt a 
mess' called the Gildehall wherin the Brothers and systers of the 
said Gild do assemble att tymes convenyent. 

The vijth  and  viijtl  articles be answered by the said particular 
Rentall. 

The ixtll  article is aunswered by an Inventorie to this aunswer 
also annexed. 	 . 
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To the xth  article theye saye that ther hathe bene none of the 
- prornocons conteyned in the said articles, dissolved,' purchased, 

or opteyned, by any meane sythe the said jjjjth  deye of ifebruarie 
in the said xxvijth  yere. • 

To the xjth  article they saye it is answeryd in the last byfore. 
(Signalure) SR. WILLM GREN. 

. 	A profytt Rentall of certen lands and tents  called the 
Gilde lande in Chesterton. 

• Fyrst one messuage called the Gildhall scituated in 
Chesterton aforesaid holden Of Richard Braken gent -
by copie of courte Rowle as of his manor of Chesterton 

	

• 	and in the tenure of Thomas Grene in yerelie 'valeue 	- 
Also xxix acres customary land in Chesterton afor - 

said holden of the said Richard Brakyn as of the said • 
manor by copie of Courte Rowil and in the tenure and XX X 

occupation of one thomas paris for the yerlie rent of 
Also one littell close called Catalens and xxvj acres 

ffre lande in Chesterton aforesaid in the 	 f o occupyng 	xxx5  
the said Thomas Paris for the yerelie Rent of....... 

	

• 	 • 	 Sma lxixs 
• 	Whereof.to  the said Richard Brakyn for the Rent of d 

the said messuage............................. X  
To the said Richard for Quyt Rent ofthe said xxix' jjj•S Xd 

acres land ................................................ .........- 

	

To the W & Fellowes and scolers of the King's hall 	ii  ii  
• in Cambridge for cheiff rent of xvj acres lande.... v ij 

To the W and fellows of Marten Coliedge for cheffe 
rent............................................ 

To Sir Richarde long for cheiff Rent .................... ..........jjjd  
• 	 Sm xjs vjd and so rem' clere lvijs vjd 

The Rentall of the Lande in feoffees hands to the pay -
ment of the said stipend. 

Item xij acres lande arable in the Feilds of Chesterton 
in the occupying of one Richard Anger for the yerelie - xiij iiij' 

	

• 	• Rent of.................................... 
The Implements of the said Gilde in the keping of 
Thomas Goodwyn and Henry Roger with the value of 
the same. 

First a greatt Brasse potte with Broken Brinks ............. 
• 

	

	Also a payer of Cobheones and iij spitts ..... .............. 
Also ij pewter diches and one platter.... ....................................xiy 
Also ij old pannes... .......................................ij 
Also ij planke tables with two formes................................... .. 

• 	The Stoke of the said Gilde in money 
In the hands of Oliver Holmes . .. . . ................... 
In the hands of George Smithe..................................xiij jijjd 

	

?Merton. 	• 	, 
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In the hands of Thomas Paris. ............................. XXS  

In the hands of Thomas Goodwyn the yonger ..............  
In the hands of Robert Bell .......................vjs jjd 

Sma jjij 11  
Surveys & Rentals 6/5 

Another list of the implements of Stock of the gild made about 
1553 runs as follows: 

One brasse pott valued at................................. 3S 4& 
One spit valued at......................................... 
Six platters & six dysshes valued at ........................ 
Two pannes valued at................................. 3S 2d  

Six sausers valued at. ............................................2 
Onestock in redy money ....................... .......... 20' 

Land Revenue Roll 449/4 
A tenement, with land, close, wood and rents lately belonging 

to the fraternity of Chesterton was sold to William Ward in 1 549 
Pa/em' Roll 3,  Edward vj, Part iv.. 

THE BASSINGBOURN GILD. 
The gild of the Holy Trinity at Bassingbourn deserves a more 

extended account than it can receive here. Short notices of it 
have been printed several times from information obtained from 
the churchwardens' accounts which begin in 1497. But the 
subject has not yet been exhausted. The earliest mention of the 
gild yet found is 1494, when Richard Hychen of Bassingbourn 
bequeathed ten marks (6 135. 4d.) to it. In 1498 Robert 
Bolnest bequeathed the same amountf In 1505 John Mortimer 
bequeathed to the gild after the death of his wife Katherine, a 
maser with bands of silver4 This is probably the maser men-
tioned below in the inventory. No notices of any other gild have 
been met with in wills, so this may have been the only gild in 
the place. Bassingbourn was a much larger villagethan any other 
in the neighbourhood, even including Royston, and was a market 
town as well. It was a royal manor, and compared with 
Royston, free from the grasping hand of the regular clergy, 
and hence perhaps was a more popular resort. In 1511 we 
find the gild taking a prominent part in the7 representation 
of a miracle play, that of the holy martyr St. George, on 
July 20th, St. Margaret's day. Twenty seven neighbouring 
villages contributed to the expenses, a list of which is given in the 
churchwardens' accounts. Sir John Hubard the gild priest was 
director, for which he received 2s 8d It is this connection of a 
village gild with mirade plays which makes a fuller account 
of the Holy 'Trinity gild at Bassingbourn well worth writing. 
The three following documents are offered as a contribution to 
such an account. 

F.C.C. Vaux 34/4. 	f lb. Home 24/3. 	lb. Adeaize 1/3. 
The great tithes however were owned by St. Martin le Grand. 
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VI. 
Bcissingbourne, (1546.) A Rental of all the lands and rents be- 

longing to -the brotherhed there. 
Freholde Fyrst, one Tente in Whaddon with iv' 

acres arabyllond thereto belonging leten by Inden-
ture to Richard Payne, for terme of 20 years paying 
therefor by yeare.......................... 

opyho1de. Itm one Tente in Bassingbourne . with ' 
lxxj acres arrabyllonde thereto belonging leten by 66,18 d  
indenture to Hugh Payne. for terme of 20 years 
paying therefor by yeare ..  .................. ..... 

Copyholde. itrn one Tente in same with lx acres 
arrabyllond thereto belonging leten by Indenture f 668 8d 
to John Meade for terme of................ 

years payeing therefor by yere . .......................... 
Freeholde. . Item one Tente in Bassitigboiirne with 

a horteyarde thereto belonging contaynyng half 8S an acre leten to Sir John Barber Brotherhede 
priest paying therefor by yere...  ....... ......... 

. Su*mma Rental 61i 1 6d 

Rent Resolute 
Owte of Richard Fyrst to Mr Mmore of Whaddon ...........7 S  
Payneys forme 	Item for custome work in harvest, to the 

said Mr More........................ 12 
Item for alms to pore people ................. 4" 

/ 	 Item to the manor of Shyngay ..............  
.... 

ple . .... 
Item to the Chauntry of Wym .....  
Item 'to the Sherevys tome.......... . 

Owte of Hugh 	Item to the King's majestie for copyhold 
Paynis ferme 	land in Bassingborne....... ..........42s  
Owte of John 	Item to the King's majestie for Rent of 
Meade's feime 	copyhold land in same .............41s 1d  
Owte of'Sir John Item to the King's majestie .................  
Barbore's house 

Sma 411 12s 5d 

By me Wyllys Balford 
pryst and vycar. 

The Inventorye of the jewels goods & other thyng be-
longyng to the brother hede there 

Fyrst a maser with a edge parcelgylte, price .... .............los 
Item 9  dosen pewter vessell, viz platters 5  doz & dysshes 

4 dozen ....... .................................. 30' 
Item 9  doz pewter sawsers, 46  Item 4  doz trenchers .........  
Item 12 doz tren' [wooden] sponys I2 Item 6 doz tren' 

dysshes................................................... 
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Item 2 brasse potts 6s 8d  Item 3  brasse pannys .......... 13S 4d  

Item a pewter basen with a Ewer and a laten Basen with 2 
laten ewers.......................... ................. 5S 

Item for 4  Iren spets & a payer of cobirens...................... lOs  

Item a ladyll & a sconce laten ..  .............................. ............................. 
Item 2 table clothys of lynyn & one lynen shete & 2 toweils . . lOs 

Item a paynted clothe contayning 8 yards ................. 
Item a chest of fyrr........... . .............................. 55 
Item 2 old chests.... ................................................... 
Item drepyng panne of Iren .... ................ . . . ........... 
Item 17 Shepe & 5 lambys................  .... ........... ...... ............. 46s & 5s 

. 	 Sma 8" 6s 10d 	 • 

Item 12 wyche trees growynge about Richard Paynes mansion 
house, the price.................................. 12s  

Item 15 wyche trees growynge abowte Heugh Paynes 
mansion house, the price..... .................... 

Item one oke with a certen of wyllows growing about John 
Mede's ferme....  .............. ..............................3s 4d  

. 	 Sma 35s 4d 

Item for the Brother hedde prest for hys Stipend ...........£6 
..  

Augmentation Rentals & Suveys 2/8 
It will he noticed that this inventory is longer than that of 

Chesterton. There are plates and dishes for over a hundred.. 
people.. Each feaster must have brought his own knife, but 
perhaps he used his fingers. In the following inventory, taken 

. some yearslater, the utensils have mostly disappeared. We can 
only hope that the brethren had appropriated them. 

1554-5... Bassingbourn brotherhedde. 
5 platters valued at....................... 48 4d  

6 dysshes,................................. 2 
6sawsers....... ................................ 
2 brasse potts ................... ............... 	6 8 
2 spitts..........................................2s 6d 
i tableclothe.....................................I 	2 

17 8 
Land Revenue Roll 449/4. 	- 

VII. 
(?1549 The exchequer surveyor's memorandum concerning 

Bassingbourii Gildhall.) 	 . 	 . 
Firma unius messuagii sive cotagii vocat Guyldehall 	. . 

cum curtilagio adjacentè modo vel nu.pér in temira • 
sive occupatione inhabitantium Ville de Bassingborne vj 
valet per annum dimitti.......... ............. 

Memoranda, the saydé Guildéhall not bin hérétdfoi-é gyven in 
charge as reputed to be the King's majesties right ne yet any 
rent answeryd for the same for that it was & yet is tenaunt lesse. 

- 	Sexto novembris anno regni regis Edwarde Sexti, sexto, 
Roberto Chester, milit', ex   per Georg' Eden supervis' 
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24 Jan 3  Edw vj . The clere yerely value of. the preniisses . . 58 
Which rated at 14 yeres purchase amount- 

ethto.........  ............................... ...................7oS  
. To be paid within 20 lays next. 

The King's matie  to discharge the purchaser of all encurn-
' 	 branôes except leases with the covenant thereof 

The tenure is Soccage 
The purchaser to have....... from Mich: last past. 

ParUculcirsforgranls Edward vj., Sir R. Chester. 
1549. The sale of the gildhalls at Bassingbourn, Burwell and 

Harston to Sir Robert Chester was completed. Pal. Ro113 Edward 
vj,ftl. 7. 

. % 	 VIII. 	 . 
Abstract of the will of Sir John Hubard, gild priest — 

I June, 1518. " I, John Hubard, priest of the Trinity Gild in 
Bassingbourne." His body to be buried by his mother in the 
south porche Of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, " for the 
Buriall and grounde ther braking and pavyment raising and again 
repairing, I bequeathe 4S, for a marble stone with our namys 

. 	graved thereupon to be laid over our graves for all manner costs 
40s, for my principall a kow." To repair of bells and books in 
church 13s 4d To torches at burial and months day 3 S 4d For the 
hearse tapers, and for 4  tapers of the rood and sepulchre light 3s 4d. 

His best Surplice and 2 pair of his best sheets to the church viz, 
the best sheet to the high altar for an altar cloth, the 2' best 
sheet to our lady's altar and. St John Baptist's altar, for each an 
altar cloth and the other 2 sheets for 2 lectur cloths in the Quere. 
To Sir Walter Lorkyn, priest of Kneesworth Chapel to pray for 
him and to give outof it 3s 4d for the reparing that chapel, his best 
gowne. Item his 2nd  Surplice to the said Chapel. " My. obit in 
Bassingbourn Church to be kept for ever out of the lands I pur-
chased of Robert Taylor and Margaret Lyon, widow, 4s  yearly, to 
the Vicar for Dirige, masse and requeim, bedroll and offerings, pray- 
ing for me, John Tadlow my father in law, and for my own father ' 	• 
and mother, and Margaret Lyon, to be done with note, 151,  to the 
brother pret 4d,  to the parish clerk 	Sexton 1d,  for lights about 
the hearse 	to Clerks and children that can read and sing 6 1 , to 

• the wardens of the gild, each of them 2d,  for bread and ale The 
rest of the profits of the land to go. to the Trinity Gild for prayers. 
In default of keeping this obit a year and a month, the .  church-
wardens to enter on the land and sell it, and buy 3  rnilch kine with 

• which to keep the obit, and with the residue to build a new porch 
of lime and stone over his and his mother's body. To Joan Bolnest 
his brother's daughter 3' 4d• To John Hynon and each of his 
brothers and sisters 20', to their widowed mother Alice i2,  all 

• his household stuff, brass, pewter, maselyn, &c. to his sisters 
Joan and Isabel. To William Malery his godson 3s 4d. To Mr. 
Thomas Lyn and Mrs. Margaret Lyn, each 20s. To Mr. William 
Lorkyn to pay for him 20drn  To Sir-John Ayworthe 12' and his 

2V 
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maser hedys. To Sir Richard Pynke I2'. "To Sir Richard Wild 
my silver spoon that is broken." For a trental to be sung within 
a month in Bassingbourn church lOs. To Robert Tadlow of my 
charity and of no duty a quarter of Barley and 3s 8d•" The residue 
to buy a single vestment for Bassingbourn church, if it wil extend, 
or else to the image of St. George. Executors Giles Ashwell and 
Robert Bolnest. Supervisor Sir William Newton, vicar of Bas-
singbourn and dean of Shingay, each to have .6' 8d• Witnesses 
John Bentley, Thomas Pynke, Geoffrey Hubard. Proved 12thi  June. 

Consislory Court of Ely, Vol. I., fo. ii., abstracted 
by Cole in Addit. MS. 5861. 

Ix. 
1569. Abstract of a Sale of forfeited lands by Queen Elizabeth 

to William James gentleman of the city of London and John 
Grey gentleman of Nettlestead Suffolk, concluded at Gorham-
bury on the twenty-fourth of July in twelfth year of her reign. 
(Only the portions relating to Cambridgeshire are given here—
lands in several other counties were sold to them at the same 
time). Orzginal in Latin. 

We give also, and for due consideration, grant for our heirs 
and successors to the aforesdid William James and John Grey 
and their assigns, all those our lands containing by estimation 
eighteen . acres of arable land, now or lately in the tenure or 
occupation of the inhabitants of the village of Grantchester, 
which came into our hands as an escheat, and all that small cot-
tage and seven roods. of land belonging, in the same place, also 
an escheat, and all that acre of arable land lying in Budgate field 
in the parish of Fordharn, Cambs., formerly given for an anniver-
sary by John Steven of Fordham, and those twelve feet of arable 
land in Barrowfield, late in tenure of John Creve, given by the 
same John Steven for the perpetual maintenance of a lamp in the 
parish church Of All Saints, and two acres of land in Chippenham 
wey, in tenure of Thomas Body, given for an obit in Fordham 
church by William Body, and one acre and one rood of meadow 
in Burwell Hayles, given for an anniversary in Fordharn church 
by Robert Laniraff, and an acrt of land lying in Berofeld, Ford-
ham, of which one headland abutts towards the east on the 
King's highway from Fordham to Isleham, lately given by 
Katherine Playford to St. Mary's Chantry, and those four acres 
of land in tenure of John Poole, and those three acres in 
tenure of..............Robsonne, and that meadow with 
croft, lately in tenure of Robert Loveys, and four acres in tenure 
of Agnes Burgess, all of which were given by William Chesewright 
for obits, etc., in Fordham church, and that messuage with lands, 
meadows, and pastures belonging, called Tenchards, late in tenure 
of Richard Casborn of Isleham, given by Thomas Bukhott, for an 
obit in Isleham church, and all those lands lying in Estfeld, 
Soham, near the lands of John Garsonne, given by Robert Rolyn-
ham for maintenance of Corpus Christi Gild in Soham, and that 
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messuage in Burwell given to Burwell St. Andrew by Richard 
Parsonne, and that one acre and three roods of land in Reache 
crofts and one and a half roods abutting on Halthedd acre, which 
were escheats,and two acres oflands,ofwhich one lies in Dychfield, 
abutting on the Great Dyche, the other in North felde, given by 
Richard Hancock of Burwell for an obit in Burwell church, and 
half an acre given by the same for maintaining the sepulchre 
light, and that pightel of land in Kirtling containing half a rood, 
and half an acre near the Crossland, in the tenure of Martin Ruse, 
given by Thomas Caten for an obit in Kirtling church, and that 
meadow called the Quave in Bottishani, in tenure of John Hasell,. 

S  sen., an escheat, and thirty acres of land in Little Shelford in 
. occupation of the Rector, given by divers sisters for obits, and all 

that tenement called a guildhall with the backside belonging, in 
tenure of John Bruser, carpenter, and seventeen acres of land in 
Impington, in tenure of Robert Raye, given by ..... .......... 
Munsey for an obit in Impington church, and that cottage and 
two and a half acres of pasture and two acres of arable land in 
Burgh, in tenure of William Grene, given for an obit in Burgh 
church, and that acre of arable land in Stapleford, called the Towne 
croft, in tenure of Jonas Kempe, an escheat, and that tenement -
called a Guildehall in Stapleford in tenure of . . . .Alcock 
and four acres of land in tenure of churchwardens of Stapleford, 
an escheat, and that cottagewith garden adjoining in Stapleford, 

S in tenure of Thomas Whyskyn, to the town clerke of Stapleford 
formerly belonging, and a cottage in Little Eversden, in tenure 
of Henry Harwood and those eight acres of land in the same, 
called Townland, given for maintenance of obits in Little Evers 
den church, and all that tenement called the Chappell house in 
Eldernayle in the parish, of Whittlesey St. Mary in tenure of 
Vincent Grounde, and that tenement called Thomas Beckett's 
guildhouse in same parish in tenure of John Parkin, and a mes 
suage and lands called a Full lande in Whittlesey St. Andrew, 
in tenure of . . . . Covenye, widow, given for an obit in the 
church of Whittlesey St. Andrewby . . . . Folyatt, and an 
acre of arable land in tenure of Leonard Beale, in Newmarket, 

'Cambs., given for a lamp, and 30 acres of, land in Icklington in 
the tenure of the vicar, an escheat, and two roods of land in Bourn 
in the several tenure of Robert Brande and Henry Patt given for 
a lamp in 'that church, and eight acres called Harper's. 
lands in Eltiseley, in. the tenure of John Desborough, an 
escheat, and that tenement formerly called Guildhall, and 
now the Townehouse, and nineteen acres of land in 
Eltisley, belonging to' the gild, and that land now in tenure of 
Robert Persye in Landbeach given by Henry Chamblyn and 
others with the consent of the whole viii, to William Tholeye 
chaplain of Overhered, and his assigns, paying annually at the 
altar of Blessed Virgin Mary in Landbeach, a candle of one pound 
of wax, and that four acres in Hinxton late belonging to Priory 
of Barnwell, and now in the tenure of Thomas Norton, gent, and. 
that parcel of meadow lying in the marsh called Chappell mead,. 
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in the tenure of . . . . Richmond of Badburgham, and eight 
acres of land given by 

0

* . . Chapman alias Barker for 
maintenance of an obit, in tenure of William Longe, clerk, and 
thirteen acres of land in Witchford in tenure of John Maydwell, 
given for an obit,. and that tenement called the Chaunterye house 
with appurtenances, in the tenure of Thomas Amye of Abington, 
and all those lands containing sixty acres in Witchford, and that 
messuage called a guyldhall, and now the Town house, and that 
tenement in Icklington near the church for maintenance of a gild 
given, and three roods of land in the Mill field in Landbeach, 
given to provide a lamp before the image of St. James in the 
church of All Saints there, and an acre of land in tenure of John 
Roger, given for maintenance of a lamp before the rood in the church 
of Burwell St. Andrews, and six acres in the occupation of Awdrey 
Barton widow, given by William Goodwyn for an anniversary in 
Burwell church, and one acre and one rood in Cheveley in tenure 
of John Wymarke, given fora lamp in Cheveley church, and one 
acre and a half in Bottisham in occupation of John Hasell, senior, 
given for a sepulchre light, and that tenement in Snailwell in 
tenure of William Hylles, given for the maintenance of a 
" Trindall " light burning before the rood, and thirty acres of 
land called Burden land in Wilbraham -.Magna, in tenure of 
Richard Rande and John Smith, an escheat, and those two and a 
half fisheries called " The Wayers or Warres " in the stream 
called " The Auxmore Streme " in Haddenham, of which one is 
called " The Quinam Ware " and is in the occupation of William 
Walton, late belonging to Abbey of Chicksauds, and that tene-
ment in Great Wilbraham in occupation of the inhabitants called. 
the Gildehouse, and a rood in Knapwell in tenure of Thomas 
Papworth, given for a lamp, and four acres in Little Abington, 
called obit land, in the tenure of John Fuller, and half an acre in 
Teversham in tenure of-Robert Ross, given for a light, and that 
tenement called a Guildhouse lying in the fields of the town of 
Cambridge, and an acre lying in Horningsea in tenure of Ralph 
Hall given for a lamp, and those three acres in the same, an 
escheat, and that tenement and one rood of land in Papworth, 
called "Atrium beate marie" in the tenure of Richard Cornwell, 
and four acres in Dullingham called lampland in tenure of Thomas 
Lande, and one acre in Great Eversden in occupation of Edward 
Pecke, given for a light and a rood of land in the same 
called Towneland in tenure of the inhabitants, and that tene-
ment and one rood of land and one grove of wood in Outwell 
given by a priest to sing mass, in the tenure of George 
Markham, and that half an acre in Wimblington, given for a light 
in Doddington church in the occupation of John Neale and that 
grove of wood containing three roods given for a light in the 
College of Ely, in occupation of the Master of St. John's, and that 
half acre of land in March, in occupation of Hugh Coney, belong-
ing to the gild of St. John, and a rood of land belonging to same 
in tenure of Thomas Coward, and that tenement in Lolworth 
called a Townhouse and six acres of land in tenure of the inhabi- 
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tants, and three acres of land in Landbeche, late in tenure of 
Richard Kirbye given for deverse ceremonies in Landbeach 
church, and that tenement called a Guildhall in Comberton in 
tenure of the inhabitants, and six acres of land in Kneesworth; 
formerly belonging to Royston chapel, in tenure of Michael 
Chambers, and John Snell, and one parcel of land on which was 
lately the chapel and those three roods of lands in occupation of 
William Turpin and all that half acre of meadow lying in marsh 
called Chappell Meadow, and all that tenement called Guildhall 
in Sawston in occupation of the inhabitants, and all that tenement 
called Chappell house, and all that acre of land in Soham in 
occupation of Roger Turrill and three acres in the same for-
maintenance of a priest to sing Jesus Masse, and thirteen acres in 
Newton, in tenure of Robert Swan given for superstitious uses, 
and all that tenement in Covill called the Guyldhall in tenure 
of John Leonard, Ariniger, and four acres of land in Trumpington 
to chapel of Hintham belonging, called Touneland, in occupa-
tion of John Carewe, and that tenement called Guildhall in 
Trumpington in occupation of Thomas Pytchard. 

Patent Roll, 14, Elizcth.,ftarl 7. 
Under Burwell will be noticed a reference to the " Great 

Dyche " and " Dychfield." The pre-historic earthwork now 
known as the Devil's Ditch which runs from Woodditton to Reach, 
is here alluded to. It is a striking landmark even now, and must 
have been more so when the country was unenclosed and without - 
hedges. Under Stapleford we find the town clerk's cottage and 
gardeii being sold. This seems rather strange, as the office of 
parish clerk continued amongst the puritans of the next century. 
But perhaps the cottage had-been included in a legacy which pro 
vided for obits. Under Eltesley, a John Desborough is mentioned, 
who was probably of the same family as Cromwell's major 
general. This is an earlier connection of the name with Eltesley 
than is given by Lysons. The grant of land by Henry Chamber-
lain (died about 1345) I cannot find mentioned in Clay's Hisloiy 
of Lczndbeach, although that work contains much about the family. 
Th four acres of arable land in Hinxtoii parish are mentioned 
in an enquiry concerning concealed lands in 1585. But the jury 
added 'but whether yt hath ben sence bought of the Queene, we 
cannot te1l.' 

X. 

INQUIRY CONCERNING HIDDEN GILD PROPERTY. 

• '570. An inquisition taken at Cambridge the fourth day of 
October in the thirteenth year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
before Robert Peyton, Henry Longe, John Hutton, and John 
Goldwell, armigers, commissioners by virtue of an exchequer 
writ, dated the fourth day of July last, and on the oath of divers 
jurators from each hundred,-whose names are as follows:—Robert 

Exchequer Special commission, 2926. 
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Simond, Thomas Ebden, John Fuller, John Bentley, Thomas 
Halfehead, Robert Boston, John Berrie, William Ilye. Thomas 
Dickenson, Thomas Hallywell, Henry. Grive, Robert Cawcot, 
John Shillinge, Robert Whitehedd, Thomas Kilbourne., William 
Phipers, John Bacchus, Thomas Dereslie, Gilbert Wise, Thomas 
Smythe, Thomas Warren, Thomas Norberie, John Wimark, John 
Totnani, Nicholas Butler, Thomas Bird, Robert Brasseur, John 
Hicks, Walter Pate,and Alan Burgess who say that there remain 
in the parish of Icklington the following utensils and implements 
given and appointed to the use of the gild there, to one 
pair of " andyornes " and " two spitts " in the hands of Joan 
Blancks widow, concealed from her Majesty, and valued at ten 
shillings.................and that divers goods and chattels 
belonging to the gild of St. John in Reache w ere concealed from 
the Queen to wit, "A brasse pot, a cawdorne of brasse, and a 
mortar of mettall," valued at six shillings and eight pence and in 
the custody of Richard Drewrie, and .................and that 
there is in the parish of Great Wilbraham one "Brasse panne" 
belonging to the guild which used to be there, in the custody of 
Richard Brand and concealed from the Queen, worth twenty pence, 
and that in the parish of Soham is a "brasse pot" which used to 
belong to theguild formerly, there, in the custody of John Clarke, 
likewise concealed and worth four shillings, and that in Bôttisham 
is a spit which used to belong to the guild formerly celebrated 
there, in the custody of John Hasill, likewise concealed, and worth 
two shillings. Exchequer Sftecial Commision 471. 

[The original is in Latin except those portions between commas. 
Only the parts relating to gilds has been given here.] 

XI. 

The following abstracts and translation of the Ely and Wisbech 
gild certificates complete the list for the whole County and Isle 
of Ely. The Ely certificates are chiefly of a religious character, 
and do not seem to be any more important than some of the 
village gilds. But in Wisbech it is very different. Here we have 
a town of wealthy traders who could afford comparatively large 
subscriptions to their gilds, one of which had apparently a gild 
hall.t 

THE ELY GILD CERTIFICATES. 

The Gild of the Assumption in the new Chapel of B.V.M. Ely. 
The brothers and sisters shall provide a wax taper weighing 

three quarters of a pound, to stand on the great altar, and be 
lighted daily at the mass of B.V.M. To be lighted also from first 
to second vespers, on the feast,. B.V.M. On the death of any 

These seem to be the names of landowners, at least Simond, Berrie, 
Cawcot, Kilborne, and Dereslie are manorial families. 

t See  Cerz -ifica1e 41. 
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member over the age of 16, thirty masses to be said at the gild's 
expense, at the burial each to give 	(No date of foundation 
given). 	 : 

These are the founders of the gild: 
Thomas Breveter and Alice his wife, 
Walter Carter and Margaret his wife, 
William Arkyld and Agnes his wife, 
Thomas Williams son of said William, . 	John Kryctot and Agnes his wife, 
Edmund Semlond and Agnes his wife, 
Thomas Schelford and Matilda his wife, 
Walter Wright and Emma his wife, . . 	. 	John Smith and Agnes his wife, 
Henry Spaldyng. 	 .. 

. 	 Gild Cerlzficale No. 17 a & b. 
The Gild of All Saints in the church of St. Mary, Ely. By 

virtue of a proclamation made at Ely, Nicholas Glaswright, the 
custodian makes the return on the last day of January. 

The gild was begun in the 5th year of King Edward III., since 
which time they have been accustomed to elect a custos to dis-
pense their charity. They keep up thirteen tapers at major and 
minor feasts, for which object the gild has in hand five shillings 
which was in the hands of Thomas Quaneneye and John Everard 
brethren. Brothers and sisters to attend mass on All Saints day. 
At death each member to have 30 masses and 30 pence to be given 
to poor. They have no lands. (No mention of payments to or 
from members.) . Gild Cerlzficale, 18. 

Certificate of the Gild of St. John Baptist in Church of St. 
Mary, by Robert Russell custos, 31 Jan. 12 Richard II., was 
begun on Monday before St. George's day, i Richard II. They 
keep up 13 tapers, meet at mass on St. John Baptist's day, when 
the custos gives 1d,  the brethren -0  each. Thirty masses said for 
a dead member and thirty pence given to poor. They have lOOS 
in hand. (This, certificate was drawn up by the same hand as 
No. 18.) Gild Cerlificale 19. 

Certificate of Gild of All Saints in church of St. Peter, by Alan 
Coke, custos, and Nicholas Webster, dean. Begun 14 years ago. 
To keep up 13 tapers. Brothers and sisters to attend funerals, 
when the custos is to give 1d,  the others id,  those absent without 
just cause To celebrate with goods of gild, 30 masses for dead 
brethren, or give 30"  in charity in places most needed. Members 
sunk in poverty to be relieved (but amount not given). Goods 
in hand worth 52 9d. Gild Cerlficale 20. 

Certificate of Gild and Corpus Christi in Chu:rch of St. Peter. 
Begun by Dan Robert Aylesham, monk, and Walter Florance of 
Canton, chaplain, (date not given). Brothers and sisters to have 
a yearly meeting on Monday after Easter, when an alderman is 
elected. They provide two torches at elevation of the Host on 
Sundays. All to attend funerals and dead member to have 30 
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masses. Any refusing to serve as Alderman after election to be 
fined 12d Any brother who shall fall into poverty and shall ask 	• 
for help, shall be helped according to the means of the gild. 
They have 20s  in hand. (No lands or regular payments 
mentioned). 	 ' 	Gild Certificate, 21. 

Certificate of Gild of St. John the Baptist in the Church of St 
Peter. Has seven brethren who provide three tapers of half a 
pound, one at the altar of St. John in the Cathedral, another in 
the  church of B.V.I\l., another in the church of St. Peter. They 
have 8s  6d- in the hands of John Fox, John Horning and Andrew Cooper. Gild Cerlificale 22. 

(i.)  The certificate of the gild of St. Peter in the parish • 
church of Holy Trinity, by William Langham custos. It was 
founded eighty years and more ago.. Brothers and sisters. They 
were to have four ' morning talks ' a year. The first to be on the 
Sunday before St. Botoiph, the second, on the Sunday after the 
feast of St. Peter, and then all members who had any gild chattels 
should carry them and place them on the table in front of all the 
breth ren , the third on the Sunday after the feast of St. Martin in 
the winter, the fourth on the Sunday after Easter. If any brother 
beingin good health, shall be cited and not appear, he shallpay afine 
of two pounds of wax. An entrance fee of j(  each to alderman, 
dean and clerk. At a funeral twelve torches to be provided, and 
each brother to give a halpenny, and 30 masses to be,said for the 
dead. Poor brethren to be helped according to discretion. Anyone 
rebelling against the alderman to be fined a pound of wax or 
sent out of fraternity. An elected alderman refusing to serve, to 
be fined 13s. 4(]. a sleyrninus 6s• 8d., a dean 2s'4 d. or be dismissed 
from the brotherhood. Any brother disturbing the meetings . 
fined a pound of wax. If goods suffice .a chaplain to be kept. 
They find two torches at elevation of the Host. They have 
chattels worth 6os,  but no lands. 

The certificate of the gild of St. Etheldreda in the same 
church. John Stockton, alderman. Founded ioo years and 
more ago. They find two wax tapers in the cathedral church 
before the ,bier of St. Etheldreda, and before the image of the 
Trinity in Trinity Church. Customs as in St. Peter's gild. 
Goods TOO', no lands. 	 .. 

The certificate of the gild of St. Katherine in the same 
church. Peter Taillour alderman. Founded two years ago. 
Hold two morning talks, otherwise customs like St. Peter's gild. 
Goods worth 13s'4d. 

(k.) The certificate of the gild of Holy Cross in the same 
church. William Cooke, alderman. Founded 14 years and more 
ago. Goods worth 45s' 7d. 

(s.) The certificate of the gild, of Holy Trinity in same church. 
Founded 20 years and. more ago. Has goods worth 60S. 6d 

The ordinances, which are not all given in any of the certifi-
cates after St. Peter's, vary only in small points. 

Gild Certificate 23 

-i 
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THE WISBECH GILD %CERTIFICATES.' 
The certificate of the Gild of Corpus Christi. A purely religious ' 

' 	gild. No date or property mentioned. Supply torches and a 
chaplain. • ' 	 - 	 Gild Cerlificale 38. 

The certificate of thefoundation, continuance and rule, of the 
gild of St. John the Baptist on the south side of the church at 
Wisbech, returned by John Haiman senior, alderman, on Tues 
day before the-feast of the Purification of B.V.M. 12th Richard IT. 

" In the name of the Almighty father, the son and Holy Ghost, 
the undivided Trinity, and. for the praise and honour of the glori-,  
ous Virgin, the apostles Peter and Paul and all the Saints, on the 
feast of St. John the Baptist, 1384, was founded and begun a 
brotherhood of St. Johii the Baptist in the parish church of St. 
Peter, Wisbech."  

They find a chaplain, also 13 torches and 17 candles to be 
burnt at feasts of St. John Baptist, St. Peter and Paul, Assump-
tion B.V.M., All Saints, Christmas, and all other principal feasts. 
On the death of a brother all to come to placebo and dirige, 
absentees without reasonable excuse to pay 6d•  On the feast of 
St. John all to meet in the church clothed in the garments of the 
brotherhood, at first vespers and at mass ' if it should be,' unless 
prevented by infirmity. If any brother intend to go out of the 
country before the said feast, he shall get a licence from the 
alderman, if absent without licence, he shall pay 28.  If any 
brother should be in need through fire or robbery, he shall have 
8 a week until he recover ................(Three o'dinances 
here are illegible). If any are sowers of discord or are accustomed 
to play at dice or hasard or other troublesome games whence 
contention frequently arises in many places, and also damage is 
done not a little, he shall be warned three times to amend his 
ways, and if, after the third time, he does not amend, he shall 
pay a fine of lOs  and be dismissed the brotherhood and never 
more return. An entrance fee of 2 shillings and 2 pounds of wax 

' was imposed, and anyone wishing to leave paid io shillings. 
No one can enter the gild without the licence of the alderman, 
clerk, 4  wardens (Scabinos) and 6 discrete brethren. 'If any 
brother during a drinking, shall lay violent hands on another, to 
be fined 4d.  If anyone reveal the, counsel of the gild, to pay 2 

shillings. If any brother shall do anything contrary to anyone 
of our brotherhood, he shall pay 6 8drn"  The priest to have written 
on a tablet the names of all brethren living and dead, and to pray 
for both. When any brother shall 'find death approaching lie 
shall give something of his goods to the use' of the gild, or be 
quath it in his will. Each brother to buy a hood of the suit of 

•  the gild every year, which he shall keep for 2 years under penalty 
Of 2 shillings. They were to meet together in any certain place 
four times a year, 'at nativity of St. John Baptist, at decollation 
of St. John, at St. John Apostle and Evangelist, and at Christmas 
under penalty of 4d.  (The gild contained sisters as . well as 
brothers.)  

2W 
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Attached to this certificate is a list of expenses of the gild, 
as follows. 

For making, painting and gilding an image of St. ' 	6 6 John the Baptist .......... ........................° 
For moving and painting-an image of Queen Katherine 3  6 8 
For painting a crucifix in St. John's Chapel ......... i5 0 
For the stalls of said chapel .........................8 o 0 
For an iron beam for the lamp there ..................i o o 
For the stancheons and scutcheons of that beam . . . . io 4 
For a missal ...... ............................... 12 0 0 
For 4  brass candlesticks ..................................i 3 0 
. For the repair and dedication of the altar ..............i io o 
For  the repair of the vestments belonging to it 	 i io o 

S 	
For mending a Patera belong to it............ .........6 o 
Item in tegul' Flandrenc' ad dictam capellam partinend' 	i 4 
For expenses of Stonemasons (la/amos) in repair of 

said chapel.............................. 
For lime and sand...........................................io 	o 
For keeping up the lights in the chapel, and for ver - 

milion, rosin and whitelead (vermylon rosyn 	24 o o 
blancft1om) in painting the torches 

For painting the inclosüre (? parciose) of said chapel 	8 o 
For a certain throne hanging in same .................. .....i io o 

S 	For the stand fixed tothe south part of the chapel 	
2 10 0 and the chest in it... ....................... 

For the priest's salary during the whole term ....... ... 23 6 8 
Total of expenses £8o 6s. od. 

. 	Gild Certificates 39  a. & b. 
The Certificate of the gild of the B.V.M. in the Church of St. Peter, 

by Lawrence Coup er, alderman. Founded 1387. To provide a 
chaplain in chapel of B.V.M., alderman, dean and bedell. Ordi-
nances similar to those of preceding gild. But nothing about 
contributions. Gild Certificate 40 . 

The Certificate of the gild of St. Peter the Apostle, returned 
by Simon Pocdysh, alderman, on Tuesday before purification of 
B.V.M., 12th Richard II. Theseordinances were made in 1327. 
To be ruled by an alderman, 2 w . ardens,  i clerk, i dean, who are, 
to be elected on the morrow of St. Peter yearly. An alderman 
elect refusing to serve, to pay two shilling's worth of wax, the 
other officers one shilling's worth. As long as the gild lasts, it 
shall find a chaplain to celebrate for King and Queen, all the 
faithful counsellors of the realm, and for all brethren. Each 
brother to pay the chaplain as much as shall be agreed. Any 
member rebelling against the alderman or using angry words at 
drinking time, to pay a shilling's worth of wax. The large candles 
or torches to be lighted whilst prayers are said in the hall before 
all the brethren. At a funeral the dean to bear a candle and each 
brother give a halfpenny. Every year on the seventh day after 
St. Peter, all the brethren shall assemble before the image and 
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altar of St. Peter and there the chaplain or his locum tenens shall 
pray for all the brethren, 'and the chaplain with other chaplains 
and clerks there being, with note shall-begin and say Placebo and Dirige 

for the souls of all founders, and on the morrow shall cele-
brate for them a mass of requiem,' each brother. to give a half-
penny, or if absent without reasonable excuse sixpennyworth of 

' wax. If any brother shall frequently play at dice, or quarrel with 
his neighbours, or speak evilly of them or threaten them so that 
the brotherhood is scandalised, he shall be warned three times to 
amend his ways, and if he refuses shall pay. 13s 4d. and be dismiss-
ed the brotherhood. They find 5  candles before the image and 
altar of St. Peter at every double feast, at vespers, matins and 
mass, and 12 torches, one burning every day, and, all at principal 
feasts at elevation of the host. (No reliefloj5oor) 

Gild Certificate 41 
Certificate of the Gild of St. Thomas Bishop and Martyr. The 

brethren shall wear caps on the translation of St. Thomas, and 
find 6 torches. . ( Very short). 

Gild Certificate 42 
Certificate of the foundation and rule of the brotherhood of 

Holy Trinity in the north side of the Church of Wisbech, by 
Simon Jonessone, alderman. Thursday before purification of 
B.V.M., 12 Richard II. 

It was begun on Trinity Sunday, 1379, to build a chapel in 
honour of H.T. on the north side of the church. Names of found-
ers. John Clerk, Thomas Howe, Simon Jonessone, John Halman, 
Senior, Simon 'Pokedych, John Caunyl, Richard de Sutton, 
Robert Rokeland, Martin Byteryng, Robert Byteryng, Gilbert 
Grout, Richard Barker, and John Grey. 

There is a long list of ordinances, but the document has a hole 
in the middle. The property of this gild was not confiscated,. 
but passed into the hands of the corporation, who still possess an 
account book of the gild 1379- i556. At the end of the certifi 
cate is the following interesting list of expenses. 

s.d. 
For an image bought ................................i 	6 o 
For a marble stone for the altar...................... 	2 13 4 
For a vestment, and certain necessaries for the Chapel 29 7 0 
For making a parclose by task work ..............33 6 8 
For the foundation of the parclose...  ..... ..................1 1 7 3 
For a throne with instruments and 6 angels each 

bearing in his hand a wax taper burning before 	2 14 4 
the image. 

For a chest for the vestments ....................... 	i6 0 
Gild Certificate 43. 

Hisi: MSS.ReorI, No. 9,  fifi. 294-6. 
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In many of the above gilds the amohnt given in the column' 
was the whole amount to be paid per week in relief, and if more 
than one brother required relief, the 4(  or, 7d  had to be divided. 
Most of the gilds buried the members free of charge to their 
friends and provided formasses for their souls, which was looked 
upon as charity as much as was relieving poverty when alive. 

XIII. 	 ' 

It has already been stated that there were thirty-six villages in 
' Cambridgeshire in connection with which no gild has been found' 

The majority of these thirty-six had either chantries, obit rents 
or lamp lands, but a dozen of them had nothing of the kind. 
Neither in wills nor patent roll is ' their anymention of proper-
ty given for ' superstitious uses.' 

'
Of this twelve some had few 

inhabitants, Little Abington, Bartlow, Childerly, Gravely, Hatley 
St. George, Kennet, and Lanwade, had respectively, 45, 32, 76, 
94, 69, 58, and 44  inhabitants above the age of i. in 1379. Wicken 
was larger, 157.  There was a hospital in this village founded in 
1321, by the Bassingbourn family. The other four villages 
were Shingay, which had been absorbed into the establishment 

. of the Knights Hospitallers, Stuntney which was a hamlet' of 
Holy Trinity Ely, Thorney overshadowed by the abbey, and 
Wentworth which was a village attached to the office of Sacrist 
in the Priory of Ely. It is to be noted that. a Bartlow man in 
1506, left a legacy to the gild of St. Martin in Ashdon, a neigh-
bouring village where a messuage is still called the guildhall.. 
. The most ithportant absentee from the list of villages -  with 

gilds is that of Isleharn, which was one of the largest Cambridge- 
. . shire villages in the middle ages, and is still, from its past history 

and ecclesiastical remains, one of the most interesting. . There 
was here a chantry with an income of a year, which is equal 
to quite £50  of our money, and also a, hospital for five aged of 
each sex. And in the subsidy Roll of 1545 we find that the 
'Towne money' amounted to £i 2 ; which seems to be what is 
called Gilde Stock in other villages. Most of my references are 
obtained from wills, and few Isleham wills of early date are avail -
able. This village was in the diocese of Rochester and the wills 
of its inhabitants were not proved at Ely or Cambridge. The 
Islehani wills in the Peterborough registry begin at the middle 
of the seventeeith century and earlier ones do not probably exist, 
except such as were proved in the central court of Canterbury. 
It is probable that there was a gild at Isleham, although , I have 
not found a reference to it. 
• Little Wilbraham is another important exception. Here was 
a chantry valued in the King's Books, 1535, at £7' los a year, and 
there is, in the Public Record office, .a return dated 1547 and 
witnessed by Richard Storer clerk, parish priest, George Roger, 

* Lysons. 	 ' 
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and Thomas Bemont, churchwardens in which occurs this, "We• 
certifie that in the said parish of Little Wilbraham ys neither 
chauntry, college, hospital, free chapell, fraternity, brotherhedd, 
nor gylde, but one stipendiary priest whose name is John Fox. 

At Boxworth, a village containing 'ioo adults in 1379, there was 
a chantry founded in 1347 and endowed with 5  messuages and 
8o acres of land. This was worth 3  in 1 535.t 

At Litlington, a village of 235 adults in 1379, there is no direct 
mention of a gild, and one is inclined to wonder why Oakington, 
for instance, with 174 adults should require four gilds and 
Litlington none. In 1529 Robert Webb, alias Sweyn of Litling-
ton left ' a bushel of wheat. to St. Katherine's,' perhaps gild was 

, omitted in the registered copy of the will. There was an obit of 
the yearly value of 13s' 4d. j this church4 
. At Longstow, a village of 97  adults, a certain Walter Pate left 
by his will in 1532, two cows, which were, to be let out by the par-, 
son and churchwardens to provide two' tapers before our lady and 
St. Ethelbert, which reads like a gild light. And in 1553 a 
messuage and 5-  acres of land, which had been left to provide an 
anniversary in the church for ever, were sold by the King. 

At Papworth Agnes, (85 adults), there was only a very 
small obit rent, but at Papworth Everard (82 adults), indications 
pointing to a gild are found. In 1536, William Kilborne directed 
in  his will. " My body to be buried in the churchyard of 
Papworth Everard before the crosse and there to have a stone of 
marbulle  and my name to be graven thereupon............  
I bequeath a wyndmill and two acres of land in Eltisley for an 
obit in, the church of P.E on Wednesday in Passion week, with 
Placebo and dirige, &c." In I.547this  windmill was worth 3s. 4d. a 

year andthe.r.e were also rents of 23-3-4 d. for a stipendiary priest 
and 5'  for obits,J and in 1571 the crown sold a tenement and 
land called "atria beate marie." "St. Mary's HalL" 11  

The other gildless yillages are as follows, the adult population 
in 1379 being given when known. Abington Pigots 78, Ashley 
cum Silverley 116, Canton 71, Caxton 131, Coveney 73,  Croyden 
78, Great Eversden, Little Gransden 126,ff Kingston iii, Knap-
we ll 73,  Mepal, Newton by Cambridge, Snailwell 105, Tadlow 170, 
Wendy i66, Wentworth, Whaddon 170. Some of these villages 
are as large as Oakington which had 4  gilds. 

A great deal might be written about the dedications of churches 
and gilds in Cambridgeshire, and the following list, where they 
are arranged in parallel columns, gives scope for much specula-
tion. However there is no space for this subject here. . It will 
sometimes be noticed that although there were several gilds in a 

Surveys and Rez/als 2/19. 	t Cambridge AS. Corn. 1., 208. 
• Ministers Account i and 2 Edwai'd vj No. 6. 

Patent Roll 7  Edwad vj. fit. 13. 
• 	¶ Ministers Accounts i and 2 Edward vj., No. 6. 

11 Patent Roll 14 Elizab. ftl. 7. 
** Inhabitants of these villages left property. to Wimpole gild. 

tt An inhabitant left money to Gamlingay gild. 
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church, yet none of the gilds had the same dedication as the 
church. The uncommon' dedications of gilds in Cambridgeshire 
were: St. Wytberga or Werberg at Melbourn, she was a sister 
of St. Etheidreda; St. Wyndred or Wenefred at March, she was 
the patron saint of Virgins; and St. Ethelnoth at Cottenham. 
The dedications are taken chiefly from John Ecton's Thesaurus,. 
1763. 

A LIST OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE GILDS. 

In this list will be found, arranged in parallel columns, the 
following information: I. Parish Churches or Chapels of Ease, 
with their dedications. II. Dedication of gild when known. 
III. Date of foundation of gild, or earliest occurrence. IV. 
References to documents or other authority. In this column 

. will also be given extracts concerning obits and lamp lands, or 
other ecclesiastical revenue, in those villages whichhad no gild. 
Many of the references are given in a contracted form which are 
explained as follows:  

Cole 	 Additional MS., 5861, which contains Cole's 
abstracts of wills in Volume I. of Bishop's 
Court. 

B. C. 	 Bishop of Ely's. Consistory, Court Records 
now kept at Peterborough. Volumes dis-
tinguished by letters A.B.C.D. &c. 

A.R. 	 Archdeacon ofEly'sConsistoryCourt. Records 
also at Peterborough. Vol. I. is the only 
one containing references to Gilds. 

A.R.C. 	, 	A fragment of a volume of wills proved in the 
Archdeacon's Court and now-in the Arch-
deacon's registry at Cambridge. 

F.C.C. 	 Prerogative Court of Canterbury wills. 
Bury Wills 	•Wills proved in the Court of the Archdeacon' 

• 	 of Sudbury, and now preserved at Bury St. 
Edmunds. Whilst making a hurried search 

•  here amongst the wills of the Deanery of 
Fordham, I unfortunately omitted to take 
exact references. 

• 	 Blomefield 'MS. 	A list of gilds made by Francis Blomefleld 
from' Ely wills (in his day kept at Cam-
bridge) and contained in the Bodlèian 
Gough Cambs, MS., 3. 

M.A. 	• 	Ministers accounts of i & 2 Edward vi. in 
Public Record Office. 
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