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FYNESBURY AND ITS CHURCH. 

The village of Eynesbury and the town of St. Neots 
from the middle of the eighth to the latter part of the 
tenth century were included in the designation Eynesbury. 
The name has been spelt in a great number of ways, and 
as now spelt is doubtless a corruption of Emnuipli's-bury, 

. its Norman. name, which is found in the Domesday 
Survey.A village may have existed earlier, if so, it was 
probably calledBurg or Bury, from the Saxon word mean-
ing a town or citadel. Doubtless Eynesbury was occupied 

. as a place of defence during the Roman period. The 
site is to the south-west of the Church and is known as 
the Cony-gear. It adjoins the river Ouse from which it 

\ now rises gradually, and . commanded the adjacent ford 
and surrounding meadows. For many years it has been 
worked as a gravel pit, and the artificial mound and in- 	 • 
trenchments which formerly remained have become •  
obliterated. Many Roman coins as well as pottery have 
been found on the site. 

The Domesday Book in speaking of the Manor of.  
Eynesbury, (Einulvesberie) says, " there is a Church 
here and a Priest, and two mills worth 325. and sixty 
acres of wood for pannage. In the same township there 
is a certain sheep-fold, containing 662 sheep." This is 
remarkable as Eynesbury is the only Manor in the county 
in which record is made of the existence of sheep. The 
manor was clarly paramount among those connected 
with it. 

It appears that one-third of the tithes of Eynesbury 
had been settled in the monastery of St. Neots. The 
advowson was given to the monks by Simon, first Earl 
of Huntingdon, during the incumbency of Waifrid, about 
the time of William Rufus; in 1204 it was ceded to 

Being a Paper read at a Meeting of the Cczmbs. & Hun/s. ArchceOlogical 
Socie/y,  at Eynesbury, on June 23, 1903. 	 * 
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' 	Saher de Qu*nci, Lord of the Manor of Puttock's 
Hardwick, sometimes called Saher's Hardwick. Gorham 
in his " Hislory " (p. i I i) states that a slab or stone 
coffin, close to the north wall of the Chancel, but bearing 
no inscription, is said, in a tradition recorded by Sir 
Robert Cotton, to cover the remains of Saher de Quinci. 
Since then the advowson has descended with the Manor 
of Eynesbury. 

The Church, dedicated to St. Mary, consists of nave, 
chancel, north and south aisies,\ )the latter being singu-
larly narrow, and a porch on the north side ; but the 
feature that most attracts attention is the unusual position 
of the tower, built at the south-east of the south aisle. 
The north arcade is very interesting and typical of trans '- 
itional work ; the pillars and caps are of clunch, as are 

' also those on the south side. This material was used .a 
good deal during that period. Sharpe, an authority on 
transitional ornamentation puts this class of foliage (the 
crossing and twining of the stems is noticeable) at 
I I 70, but in conjunction with the simple form of abacus 
may be earlier, perhaps i I 50. The bases of this arcade 
are not very characteristic but would suit that date, and 
the chamfered pointed arches would be in accordance. 
The string over this arcade is unusual, lacking, a lower 
bead, and is probably of the thirteenth century. It will 
be observed it is continued also over the south arcade. 
T.he caps of the south. arcade have a chamfered neck 
moulding and may date about 1270. They are of a type 
that is found with slight variations into the fourteenth 
century. The arch between the south aisle and the tower 
is interesting, having  an earlier type of cap with nail 
head ornament. This nail head pattern is the prototype 
of the well known Early English. dog-tooth moulding. 
The caps may be about i 220 but the bases appear to be 
later, possibly of the date of the south arcade. This piece 
of work in the lower part ofa tower which was rebuilt 
in 1.686-1687 may offer many suggestions to others better 
versed than myself in church architecture. 

The old tower was struck by lightning and destroyed 
they chancel in its fall. A brief was widely published 
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in 1686-7 for rebuilding and repairing the steeple and 
parish Church of Eynesbury. The costof the repairs 

. and rebuilding being stated at ,i , i 18. Contributions 
towards the required amount are found entered in 
numerous books of Church accounts. A flat roof. was 
then put on the chanceL cutting off the upper half of the 
chancel arch, which was glazed as a window, and it re 
inained in this state till the Church was thoroughly 
restored in 185 7. The east window of the chancel pre.- 
vious to this date was blocked up to afford space • for an 
incongruous altar piece ; the ceiling of the nave was 
plastered, and both it and the walls of the Church were 
thickly coated with whitewash. The pulpit and reading 

,. desk were on the south side about the middle of the 
nave. The font was a plain octagon and originally stood 
at the south-west of the nave. An old workman who 
was engaged on the restoration iaformed me that it was 

. carted away by the contractor  
Gorham mentions thatthe floor contained many brasses, 

but not one remains.! I am however indebted to a paper by 
the Rev. H. W. Macklin (1894-1896) on the " Brasses of 
Hunlingdonslzire" for the following details :—In the south 
aisle are three slabs ; that at the west end contains 
matrices of two small figures, . a civilian and his wife, 

. C. 1470. The nexthasmatrices ofa lady in veil head-dress, 
and three husbands (two dexter, one sinister) in caps, 
C. I 500. The two halves of this slab are not now separated 
as mentiQned by Mr. Macklin, having been replaced this 
year (1903). The third, Opposite the entrance to the 
tower, has matrices of.a broad fillet with roundels at the 
angles; in the centre was the figure of a lady in a Paris 

- bonnet, kneeling at a faldstool, c. 15 8o; below the matrix 
of the inscription was a small plate. 

The parish registers commence 3o.Henry VIII. (15 3 8), 
the uncommon original paper book of that date being 
fortunately preserved. In the earliest a licence granted 
about 1568, under the Act 5  Elizabeth, cap 5. is re-
corded to the effect that 

Wyllyam Samuell, Parson of Eynesburye, lycensed 
jhon Burton, being verye syke, to eate Eleshe for 



32 	 EYNESBURY AND ITS CHURCH. 

ye t'yme ofhis sycknes, soo yt. he, enjoyeinge ye 
benefytt of ye lycense his sycknes contynewinge 
viii dayes, do cause ye same to be regestered into 
ye Regester Booke of ye Paryshe, and this lycence 
no longer to indure, then his sycknes doth laste. 

The six bells were recast and rehung by Robert Taylor, 
the bell-founder of St. Neots, 1 8Io, and a 9d. rate was 
agreed upon at a vestry meeting in 1812 to defray the 
cost. 

I have not referred to the interesting old bench ends in 
the north aisle, but am leaving a full description of them to 
our worthy secretary, the Rev. C. H. Evelyn-White, who 
has promised to comment upon thernt. 

It may not be without interest to say tli at Eynesbury 
is the birth place of James Toller the "young English 
giant," who was born in August 1798, and who at the 
age of 18 years had attained the height of 8 feet. i inches, 
his feet measuring 15 inches in length. He lived only 
about 20 years, and was buried in the church, to avoid 
it is said the possible temptation to body-snatchers. 

WM. EMERY. 

'Siiice the above was written the bells have been re-hung upon entirely 
new fittings, the work having been very satisfactorily carried out by Messrs. 
John warner & Sons at a cost of8o, which was raised by subscriptions. 

•f The paper to Which referetice is made is contained in this volume. 


