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ALL SAINTS' CHURCH, LONG STANTON; 
CAMBS. 

The two parishes of All Saints and S. Michael, Long 
Stanton are contiguous, and form what is practically 
one long straggling village over two mites  in length and 
hence named Long Stanton. The parish churches, ho- 
ever, are but half a mile apart. 

All Saints' Church is very prettily situated  at the 
intersection of four roads, an open space before the 
principal gate of the Churchyard marking the site of 
the Village Pound, removed, together with the Round-
house opposite, ,  within living memory. The old trees 
of the Hatton Park—or what still remains of it—and two 
spinnies or fox covers make a pleasing  background, SQ 
that the Church has all the advantages which a good 
natural site can bestow. Nor is the edifice itself uu 
worthy of this favourable setting, for the nave and 
chancel are of pure " decorated "     architecture, a style 
which many think to represent the acme of the ecçlesias-
tcal art of the middle ages. • 

. 	The question of style in the case of All Saints' Church 
was decided by a mishap. In the Register Qf. Thomas 
de Insula, Bishop of sly, 1345-1361, occur the following 
entries : "License to dns John de Hamsiap, rector of 

. Long Stanton All Saints, to perform Divine Service in 
any suitable part of his parish, because his Church has 
been " consumed " by fire, June,  7, 1349." 

" On account of the destruction by fire of his Church 
and Chancel and all the Rectory buildings, a year's 
license of absence is granted to John de Hamslap, rector 
of Long Stanton All Saints: with license also  to say 
Mass and Solemnize Matrimony at any suitable place 
within the parish, 29, September, 1349." 

This fixes approximately the date of re-building—that 
glorious age which gave us the Octagon, Lady  Chapel, 
and Prior Crauden's Chapel at Ely, the Nave of York 
Minster, and a host of other wonderful examples. It 
has been said indeed that the name of "Decorated'? is 
misapplied to many  village Churches built in this style, 
as they are extremely simple in character; and this 

V 



1 74 ALL SAINTS' CHURCH, LONG STANTON, CAMBS. •  

remark applies in some degree to the Church of Long 
Stanton All Saints : there is little enough decoration 
of the florid kind on its walls and pier capitals. But 
in the long low lines of roofs and walls, and the 
graceful angles of slopes and buttresses we see in this 
simple " village beauty "  the secret of that art which 
gave to us such buildings as the Choir of Selby Abbey, 
the entire Church of S. Andrew, Heckington, Lincs., 
and practically the whole Church of S. Patrick, Patring -
ton, Yorks, called the " Queen of Holderness," and 
possibly the most graceful parish church in the country. 

Enrichment and elaboration are within certain limits, 
matters of wealth and financial resource; the real art of 
architecture shows itself in form and proportion. 
. Such thoughts as these will come to the student of 
Gothic Architecture as he takes a general survey of the 
exterior of. All Saints' Church from the South. Spread 
out before him is the whole Church, i 12 feet in length 
from the East to the West window. The • tower and 
spire are Early Perpendicular.: they are on a small scale 
for so long a Church, the height being only 95 feet to 
the weather vane, but they are of such beautiful pro-
portions that the whole steeple at once arrests attention 
whether it be on a near view, or as it is seen to great 

. advantage, standing out among the trees. The stair 
turret on the South side, rectangular and dying in the 
wall below the belfry, very much helps the general effect 
on a near view, as do the diagonal corner buttresses, and 
even the sloping gutter pipes from the corners of-the 
embattled tower-parapet above. The spire was success -
fully repaired some years ago, when it was heightened 
and four spire lights added; the play of the Western 
sun in these lights is very effective, as its rays light up 
the interior walls of the spire. On the East wall of the 
tower, just under the belfry window, which is of two-
lights, is a dripstone, showing where, in old times, the roof 
of the centre aisle was thatched. This roof is now covered 
with tiles and is lower in pitch than the original roof 
by the thickness of the thatch. The tiles are picturesque 
enough• in their present condition,, but being yellow they 
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must have looked very strange when first laid -on the roof. 
Casting the eye downwards we noticethat the absence 

of a west door is compensated by a South Porch of Per-
pendicular character, the gable of which has - been repaired 
with bricks, it is supposed some two centuries ago : a 
few. lines of similar brickwork are to be seen under the 
plain parapet of the South Aisle. 

Eastward from the porch is a single "..Decorated " .Decorated "  
window, beyond' which just under the parapet is a small 
two-light window of the same date. The wall of the aisle 
here takes a remarkable bend inwards to meet the project-
ingwall of a Chantry Chapel which contains  large Decor-
ated window in each of its three faces. The south gable 
of this Chapel is gone, but it is to be doubted if much . 
would be gained by replacing it, as the receding slope of 
the tiled roof greatly adds to the picturesque outline of 
the Church, giving it almost a Flemish appearance on 
this side. The square headed buttresses at the corners 
of this Chapel suggest the more elaborate ones of the 
porch at Heckington. . 

The Chancel has been almost rebuilt; it is " Middle 
Pointed "  throughout, its chief feature being the great 
East Window of which more anon.. The corner but-
tresses here are diagonal, there are doors in the North 
and South wall, against the former of which a brick 
Vestry, has been built, and a small window on each side 
at the West end of the, Cliancel, each of which was 

' apparently at one time divided by a mullion into two 
lights—both are now blocked up with masonry. The 
North side, of the Church is unlike the South : the line 
of . the chancel wall is broken . by the small brickiestry, 
ugly in itself, but not large enough to do much harm to 
the general effect. The Nave Aisle is unbroken o,n this 
side by any projection, the wall has no parapet, and the 
windows, three in number, differ in shape from those 
in the South Aisle, though there is a window similar to 
them at the East end of .the Aisle. The sloping walls 

• and diagonal buttresses of the Nave Aisles blend har-
moniously with the general lines of the building at the 
east and the west, and a feature of the whole is the 
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beautiful framing or setting of the windows' in the walls, 
as at Patrington. There is a North door, corresponding 
to the door on the South side, but without a porch. 

Upon entering the Church by the South Porch We 
find that the interior quite fulfils theexpectations raised 
by the external view. This is due in no small ineasuie 
to the great East Window which is of fine proportions, 
the South Transept, and the general form of the whole 
building. We see before us the well-proportioned Nave 
with its regular fringe of Aisle Windows, making the 
Church awe-11-lighted one despite the absence of a 
clerestory. The Nave which has four arches on each 
side is 57  feet long and about 33  feet in height; the 
pillars of the arches are octagonal, the capitals and the 
arches themselves have simple Middle Pointed mouldings. 
The side aisles have their original open timber roofs, the 
rafters being supported by beams from which rise short 
king-posts. There are three great beams under the roof 
of the centre Aisle which once had king-posts, and sup 
ported oak rafters, over which would be the thatch. 
Now the king-posts are gone from these beams, which 
are painted brown ; and a ceiling of plaster, put up, 
probably, when the exterior . of the roof was tiled., covers 
the rafters. 

At the end of the South Aisle, passing under an arch, 
we come to the " Cheynes Chapel " now more generally 
known as the " Hatton Chapel," a Chantry in the form 
of a South Transept, coeval with the Nave and Chancel. 

This beautiful building, the most interesting feature 
of the Church, was walled off from the Nave in 17  70 by 
Sir Thomas Hatton, and used as a mausolewn for the 
interment of members of his family. A square headed 
door opened on to some steps leading down to a vaulted 
passage, displaying the North face of the "Columbarium" 
filled with niches or pigeon holes three deep, behind which 
are the coffins containing the remains of the deceased. 

In 1908 through the munificence of the late Richard 
Henry Wood, Esq. of Sidmouth, the partition all was 
taken down, the niches of the Columbarium covered with 
curtains, and the three beautiful Decorated windows  
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which had been filled up with stone and rubble were re-
stored and reglazed, the work being done under the 
supervision of E. E Bowden, Esq., Architect, assisted by 
Mr. Weir, of the Society for Preservation of Ancient 
Buildings.  

The glazing of the windows has been well done by 
Hugh Arnold, Esq. of Kensington . These Windows pre-
sent a series of twelve shields of Coats of Arms mainly 
illustrative of the tenure of various members of the 
Hatton family who were resident Lords of Manor from 
circ 1570 to 1812, and their alliances by marriage. In the 
tracery of the South Window are fragments of old glass 
painted in brown and stained with yellow with ferns and 
other designs, and in the centre a saint's head. This 
glass which in character much resembles that in one of 
the side Chapels at Kin' g's College Chapel, Cambridge, 
was picked out of the rubbish which formerly lay in the 
Chamber over the Columbarium, shut off at that time by 
the partition wall, and quite dark and inacessible from 
the Church. . 

There is an • elaborate c- anopied niche in the South-
east corner of this Chapel over the Columbarium. This 
niche formerly contained a statue, and part of its pre 
reformation colouring of red and green still remains. The 
windows of the Hatton Chapel have very fine tracery, 
each of. these windows is of similar design and each has 
four lights -,they .arewhat is known as 96 semi continu 
ous " windows, being divided by the centre mullion into 
two double-light " fenestellae " or smaller windows, and 
the triangular space between the exterior sides of the 
fenestellae and the interior arch of the whole window is 
filled with leaf tracery. These windows belong to the 
same sub-order of Decorated windows, as the well known 
specimen at the east end of S. Mary the Less, Cambridge, 
which is of six lights, each of the fenestellae being of 
three lights. These windows like most others in this 
Church are of clunch, a very perishable material, especially 
where it is exposed to the air. They were much worn 
on the outside, but have been ingeniously repaired with 
tiles and mortar. 
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On the walls between the windows and over the Colum-
barium, some texts of Scripture in Old English black 
letter have been brought to light. They are from the 
Authorised Verson of the Bible, and are consequently not 
earlier than the Seveneenth Century. . . 

It may here be noticed that there are seven different 
kinds of " decorated " or middle pointed windows in the 
Church. The east window is of the sub order known as 
" Qtasi continuous." Here the two fenestellae are not 
contiguous but are separate by a central light, making 
a five light window. The finest example of this kind of 
window in the country is the East window of Carlisle 
Cathedral which is of nine lights each of the fenestellae 
being  of four lights.' . 

The tracery in the head  of the 'east window is of leaf 
' . pattern, and in this it bears 'a general resemblance to the 

windows of the Hatton Chapel ;  fine though it is, how-
ever, its tracery has been tampered with at some time, and 
it is. thin and stiff compared with its sisters in the Chapel, 
lacking their freedom and easy flowing lines. . Still it is 
a noble window, and it 'has an advantage over many east 
windows, in being filled with very good coloured glass '. 
by Messrs. Burlison and Grills, the gift of the late Mrs; 
Hatton Wood, a great benefactress of the Church. 

The prevailing type of window in the Nave is of three 
lights, with flowing tracery of a reticulated pattern. Two 
of the windows on the North Aisle have a four centred 
arch, like some much larger, ones in the neighbouring 
Church of a Mary, Over. 

The windows at the west end of each aisle and in the 
north-west corner are of two lights, and their tracery 
shows the beginning of "perpendicular" feeling. The 
Perpendicular west window of two lights is very small 
for the size of the Church, a strange contrast to the 
large east window. . 

The curious little two-light window, high up in the 
wall of the South Aisle, where it bends to join the' end 
of the Transept wall, has been already noticed in the 

i. The west window of York Minster often compared with this Carlisle 
window is of eight lights and has FrowiNG tracery-i.e: it has no fenestellae. 
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description of the exterior. What purpose this window 
served is a matter for conjecture—it may have been to 
throw light upon an • altar • or shrine at the end of the 
south aisle. Further back against what would have been 
the east wall of this aisle, had there been no chapel, but 
what is actually the side wall of the Hatton Chapel stands 
the fine tomb of Sir Thomas Hatton, Knight, who died 
in 1658, and his wife, Dame Mary Alington. Sir Thomas, 
a son of John Hatton to whom Queen Elizabeth granted 
the. Manor of Long Stanton (being a cousin of her 
Chancellor, Sir Christopher Hatton), was the first ,  of a 
line of baronets who lived at Long Stanton until the 
beginning of the last century. The line ended in 1812, 
when Sir Thomas Dingley Hatton met with a fatal trap 
accident on the Huntingdon Road. . 
. The tomb is a very fine example of Seventeenth Cen-

tury work, with recumbent figures of Sir Thomas and 
DameHatton, and on either side kneeling figures of their 
six surviving children, Thomas, John, and Christopher, 
on the North side, and Elizabeth, Mary, and Jane, on 
the South. Originally placed against the West window 
of the " Cheynes Chapel," this tomb was removed to its 
present position in 1770,  and surmounted with an 
Eighteenth Century canopy. The whole tomb has 
recently been taken down and rebuilt nine inches to the 
South of its former site, and the four Shields of the Canopy 
painted with Coats of Arms. This tomb, erected prob-
ably' soon after the Restoration, received its inspiration 
from some fine monuments of the Alington family at 
Horséb eath .  

Neat the tomb stands a Jacobean Chest, lately repaired 
and moved thither from the. Vestry. At the, East' end 
of the ,  North Aisle is the Hatton pew, fine piece of 
Renaissance carving, moved to this position from the 
the middle aisle a few years ago. A Piscina in the wail 
close by, points to the previous existence of an altar at 
the end of this aisle; in the north-east corner of the 

is 'a i a bracket, evidently intended for a statue to cor -
respond with that formerly under the canopy in the 
Hatton Chapel. 
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The Font is octagonal and of unusual design, each 
face is carved differently from any of the others, and 
under the bowl are carvedin the clunch designs and faces 
which, though 500 years did, look as fresh as though 
they had but lately been brought into being. 

It remains to describe the Chancel, which is well pro-
portioned and of unusal length. Upon entering it from 
the Nave we see on either side a small blocked up window 
corresponding in position though not in shape with the 
blind window outside. Two large blind arches behind the 
Choir Stalls were opened out at the last restoration, 
when two handsome wall tablets of the Hatton family . 
were removed to the Nave. 

On the south of the Sanctuary are good Sedilia and 
a double Piscina ; in the east wall is all Aumbrey. In the 
north wall of the Sanctuary is a curious Early English 
niche and the sill of a window, the sole remains of 
the previous Church. On the walls above are three 
Hatton Memorial Slabs moved to their present place 
from the partition wall in 1908. The roof is modern. 

The bells are three in number, two of them dated 163 7  
and 1655 respectively, and cast by the celebrated " Miles 
Graie," The treble bell has been lately recast. These 
bells are not hung for ringing, having no wheels or move-
able axles, so they have to be " clocked," i.e. have their 
clappers pulled against their sides, and are consequently 
in continual danger of being cracked. They are well in 
tune and of good tone. 

The Organ which stands in the north-west corner of 
the Nave is interesting from the fact that part of it is of 
French construction, and was brought to England by 
refugees from a French Convent. The whole organ is of 

• good tong and was presented to the Church by E. H. 
Liveing, Esq., in 1906. 

And so we leave this fine old building as we entered 
it by the South Porch, noticing on our left in the Church-
yard the stump of the old Village Cross. 

H. B. WOOLLEY. 


