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GREAT STUKELEY CHURCH, HUNTS.

At the tiuIe whetl Domesday Book was compiled there
was on the land of the Countess Judith in Stukeley (i.e.
at Great Stukeley), a Church alId a Priest; and here to-
day, dOllbtless UpOll tIle same site, stal1ds the ancient
Church of St. Barthololllew, and hard by, in the Vicarage
House l10rthward of the Church, lives the successor in
Office of the priest who is lllelltioned in 1086.
When the present Vicar came to Stukeley, in 1906,

the Churcl1 "","as i~ great need of l·epair; its walls were
cracked in many places, two _Willdows in the chancel and
allothel· ill the south aisle -wel·e blocked up, the walls
were covered with a thick coat of modern plaster
, decorated' with yellow wash, the roofs alld floors were
ill holes, alld the pews wel·e unseemly boxes of stained
alId varnished deal; this state of things the new Vicar
prolnptly set himself to rel1ledy, and ,vhat \vas done it is
the purpose of this paper to record.
Probably no mall has such ample opportunities for

1·eadil1g the llistory of an ancient building as he who cuts
into its walls, not to destroy nor for the pleasure of
leavil1g4 his own ll1al·k UpOll them, but ill order that by
removillg decay be nlay give llew life and vigour to that
which is SOUlld; and it is fitting that he who has thus
obtailled an il1tinIate knowledge of its walls should try
to lllake the stones reveal their story. It is generally
believed that the majority of the early churches of
England were of titnber, and, although this idea is SOlue-
times contradicted, it is probably true of this County of
Huntingdon, for, while we have no building stone of our
own, the allcient forests must have produced an abundant
supply of oak trees, and so the material for these little
timber churches lay close at hand; be that as it may, the
earliest stolles that have been found in this Church are
late Normall, of a date obviously subsequent to the
Domesday Record. The Church was alulost entirely
rebllilt in the Thirteenth Century, when with the excep-
tion of the tower, it assumed very much the size and
shape which we now see.
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The present builditlg consists of a chancel, nave with
clerestol-y, two aisles, south porch and west towel". The
walls of the chancel are of Early Etlg1ish date, and the
'north wall has a plait1 door of this character; and a
window, in the same wall, which had beell despoiled of
its head at1d blocked up, when opened Otlt was found to
have jambs prepared for a shutter (or for glass fitted illtO
a "\\Tooden frame), and a fine pointed rear-arch. A small
broken fragment of the head was fOllnd, alld this en-
abled the Willdow to be restored ill its origillal fornI.
Several months later; in taki11g dOWII some loose
walling at the top of the ,vest "raIl of the north aisle
other portions of this ,,"indow were discovered which
confirmed the opinion fornled as to its original shap.e.
III the north ,vall, also, there are two plait1 allmbries,
one of the!11 now fitted \vith a 1110derl1 oak door. The
east Willdo\v, which was probably l·e-modelled ill Perpell-
dicular times, has a pOOl" nI0derlI head, alId illdeed the
east gable, above the spri1Iging line ef the Willdow, is a
thi11 "Tall of )7ellow bricks. The south "raIl has under-
gone still more changes, although nIuch of the Early
English walling, including a good piscina, still relnains;
but the window has bee1I replaced by a square-headed
two-light window of Decorated date, atId a square-headed
low-side windo\v has been illserted in the usual position.
Externally the challcel has Early Ellg1ish bllttresses

square at the angles, alld one 011 eacll side; a good
string-collrse runs round the north and east walls, but
it is sonlewhat patched in the latter case, and is qtlite
absent fronI the south wall, which seenlS to point to
'considerable rebuilding there. At the northern end the
east wall has fallen over very much towards the east,
and here a large buttress was built some years ago,
\\7hich it has beell thought advisable to retail1 rather than
to rebuild the corner, although the crack illside has been
grouted up and 1nade good. On the south side another
lllodern buttress had been built between the window
and the corner; this has been ren10ved, and the wall
underpinned and repaired. .
What the original roof of the chancel was there 15
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now no ll1eans of telling; the present tiled roof and
plastered ceiling are entirely tllodern, but three oak
beams, perfectly plain and of no great interest, are
possibly rather older than the rest. These beams had
beetl cased with nl0derll stailled deal boards, and obtruded
very unpleasantly across the head of the east window;
the casings have now been removed, and the general
effect is much itllproved, but a new roof and upper part
of the east wall are greatly to be desired. The wall
above the chancel arch contaitlS, on its eastern face,
SOl11e label stones whicll \VOllld give tIle line of a roof
cet·tainly older that1 the pt·esent one.

OUI· forefathers seelll to have had a special veneratiol1
for the chancel arch, and it was often the last vestige of
tIle Norl11al1 cl111rch to give way to the imprO\7enlents
alld l·ebuildillg of successive gelIerations, alld this seelUS
to have been the case here, for ill digging f01· tlnder-
pinlling and in resetting loose parts of the walls
numerous N 01·111all stones were fOUlld, Inost of them
ornalllented with carving of l·ather late date, illcluding-
the round-t·olled voussoirs of three or fOl1r different
arches, one of them carved, another with the chevroll ;
a piece of rounded 1110uldil1g \vith spiral bands of bead
ornamellt (llOW fixed in the sill of the western window of
the north wall); alld two pieces of plil1th, the base alld
several fragnlents of circular shafts. The plillths, base
alId shafts certainly seem to have belollged to the
Chancel Arch, al1d in all probability SOlI1e of the
VOllssoirs came frolll the arcl1 itself. Tl1at it t·emained
until long aftet· the rest of the church had been rebuilt
may be gathered fro111 the fact tl1at the present arch is
of Pet·pel1dicular date.
The upper part of the gable was very badly built and

had large hollow spaces in it, and in repairing it a frag-
nlent of a COffil1-lid was discovered, which is no,v built
into the wall at the westel·l1 end of the north aisle.
There are still some signs of the rood 10ft; two ends

of the oak beal11s 1·el11ain on the north side of the challcel
arch, and on the sall1e side a mutilated stol1e shows
where the beam passed. On the south side tnarks
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remain in the adjacent wall where the ends of tIle beams
rested. The north arcade wall has all opening right
through it at the level of the 10ft; this is now partly
blocked up, but the jaulbs and the lintels may still be
seen. No portion of the steps remains, and illdeed the
opening itself is .so small and cranlped that it is difficult
to see how it was ever used. The alteratiolls in this
corner must have been considerable, but what they were
cannot now be traced.
The nave has an arcade of four arches on each side;

they are all of Early English date, but varied somewhat
in character, and those on the llorth rather later thatl
those on the south. The coltlll1llS are all circular, and
011 the south the caps are well moulded alId 11ave circlllar
abaci, and the third cap from the east is ornatllented
with rather stiff foliage. On the north the caps are poor
atld the abaci octagonal, bt1t tIle)''' still retaill the Early
Ellglish feeling. The eastern respo1Id on the sOllth is a
half column; on the north a corbel, belo\v which, in the
. sqtlare jamb, is a mutilated piscina.

The western responds appear to have been altered
when the tower was built; that on the south is a plaitl
square pier, while 011 the 110rth the arch simply dies into
the great buttress of tIle tower.
Tlle bases are of the Early Etlglish water-holditlg

type, but those of the two \vestern colunlns alId responds
have been lllodernised.
The clerestory windows are plain and late Perpell-

dicular two-lights, three 011 each side, the spaces where
the western Wil1do\vs should come being left blank. The
heads of all these Wil1dows appear to be cut out of earlier
tOlllbstones; tllis is especially the case with the eastern
window 011 the south alId tIle two eastern windows on the
north, one of the latter havillg evidently been a fine
sepulchral effigy in rather bold relief; this last is visible
from inside the Church, but naturally is not very easy to
see frolll the ground. The clerestory wall on the south
was fOllnd to be in a very serious condition owing to a
long horizontal chase having been left wllere the old
aisle roof came, and the outside face of the wall being
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carried 011 large flat stoI1es largely supported by the
tilTIbers of the aisle 1·00f. A considerable portion of the
facing had to be reset, and the flat stolles, being taken
out, were found to be carved coffin-lids cut in two and
otllerwise brokel1; renlains of some five 01· six coffins
were thus fOUI1d, alId they have now been built into tIle
west \vall of the sOllth aisle and at the west end of the
nOl·th aisle.
The roof of the 1Iave is lllodern, tiled on the. outside

alId boarded inside; that the origillal roof was of flatter
pitch is shown by the brickwork of the upper part of the
gable, clearly visible inside as well as out. It is
probably safe to say that the nave once had parapets and
a flat lead roof like nlost of the lleighbouring churches,
but these have long since disappeared.
The south aisle is apparently wholly of Perpendicular

date, it has three three-lights in the soutl1 wall and
another at the east elld, the ",·est wall bei11g blank. The
south door is also of the sal11e date, and so is the para-
pet, and the1·e is a plaitl piscina towards the easter!l end.
The eastern window of the south wall was partially
blocked up by a lat·ge buttress, apparently put there to
counteract the thrust of the south arcade, which, at this
point lealls sonle~rhat to the south. This buttress has
been shifted slightly to the east, and in so doing a very
pretty piece of carving was found, built in at about the
level of the ground, and this has been preserved in the
re-built buttress. The stonework of the window thtlS
opened out was fOllnd to be intact, but requil-ed
re-setting. The walls of this aisle were illtlch cracked
and had to be considerably repaired and, in places,
underpinned, and it was in doing this work that nlost
of the Norman stones were fOUIld, some of tlleln being
in the large buttl·ess. The leadwork of the roof was
l·e-cast and re-laid.
The north aisle is the puzzle of the church; it is

abnornlally wide alId, before the resto1·ation, had much
the appearance of an etllargeulent of the Perpel1dicular
period, for the three windows of the nortll wall all.d the
one at the west end al-e three-lights of the ordinary
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Perpendicular type, and the pal·apet appears to be of the
sal11e date. But that tIle aisle is not an enlargement or
rebuilding of so late a date is proved by the fact that
when the plaster was rellloved froIn the walls, the inner
janlbs a1ld parts of the sills alld arches of tIle origillal
Early English windows were fouIld £,Z Sli't. The but-
tresses also are all of Early English date, a contenlporary
striIlg-course runs all round the walls and buttresses
without any break or sign of a change, and the door,
which is plaitl, has stops to the jamb splays alId notch-
head terminations to the hood-mollld which speak quite
plainly of the Thirteel1th Celltury. The sills, outer
jambs and llltlllions of the east window are also of that
date, but the head alld inller janlbs have been luuch
lllodernized. There is an Itnusually long stretch of wall
between the 110rth door alId the western corner without
a buttress; a nlodern buttress stood there, btlt it was
110t bonded at any POi1lt to the wall, and was in dis-repair,
and when taken dOWll it was found that the Early
EnglisII string-course raIl right through, clearly showing
that there was origiIlally 110 buttress there, and it was
consequently not rebuilt. That the Perpendicular
Willdows of tllis aisle were inserted subsequently to the
erection of the tower, is evidellt frolll tIle fact that the
end of the west wall1learest to the. tower has sunk con-
siderably, due doubtless to the sinking of the heavy
tower whelI first built, and this sinking has affected not
only the plinth but also the string-course for fully two-
thirds of the west wall, and yet the sill of the west
window is quite level, clearly proving that the wall had
Sllllk before the wilIdow was inserted.

BLIt 110W was this ungaillly aisle roofed? What its
earliest roof was will probably never be knowll, but
when the me1I of the Fifteenth Celltury raised their na\re
walls alId built the clerestory, they kept the sills of the
northern windows SOlue twenty-two illches higher than
those on the soutb, alld it 11lay therefore be reasonably
concluded that they the!l roofed the aisle ,vith a very
flat lean-to roof. A portion of a 1110tllded oak bealll,
probably part of this roof, was found, cased in deal,
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when the old roof was removed, al1d has been re-used
as the ridge piece of the eastern bay of the new roof.
It was evidently soon fotIud that this flat t·oof could not
be kept watertight, and at last the drastic remedy was
taken of blockillg tIp the clerestory windows in ordet· to
raise the pitch of the roof. When this took place it is
lIOt possible to say, but of the five maill beams of the
last roof Olle was alIcielIt, two were of modern deal, alId
two of moderll oak; and of the lattet· one l)ore the ill-
scription B.W+Y. 1830, which is perhaps the date of
the c11ange. But the blocked clerestory and the spraw-
lillg nI0dern roof were eyesOl·es, and it ,vas determined
to t·ectify botll, so a new spal1 roof, formed largely of
the old oak and covered with the old lead (re-cast in the
chul·chyard), has been eroected, the two old beams, tlle
Olle Medireval the other dated r830, being retained to
tell theit· tale of challge alld yet agailI change.
The tower is a good specimen of Perpelldicular archi-

tecture, well and boldly desiglled with nlassive angle
btlttresses, a plain west door \vith a good tl1ree-light
window above it, alId two-light windows to the belfl·Y.
It ,vas probably intended to have a spire with bold
pil1nacles at the allgles, very like Islip, Norths., but it is
dOllbtful if these were ever built, the tower 110\V fillishillg
sonlewhat abruptly a little above the moulded string-
course of what should be the parapet. The lower stage
was groilIed, the springil1g stones alId "raIl ribs renlain ;
the formel· are boldly carved with grotesques. On the
south-\vest btlttress is the sOlnewhat unusual feattlre of
a sundial facing west.
The porch is poor, it is of late but uncertain date, and

bears evident SiglIS of mllch il1-treatluent. Its lllain
arch is selIli-cil·cular and quite plain, and two plait1
square-headed windows (probably two-lights), one in
each of the side walls, have been mutilated utltil they
are allllost 11111·ecognisable. The walls at·e l11ucll cracked,
and the roof is poor and CO\T~l·ed with tiles.
Before the t·estoration the. walls were covered inside

with a thick coat of tnodern plaster, daubed over with
yellow-wash, but there was no fragment of the ancient
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plaster remal1l1ng. Whetl the modern plaster was
removed to repair the walls they were found tC) be built
of good stone, ft111 of interest and revealing much of the
history of the church; there before our eyes were the
janlbs and lintel of the door at the top of the rood-stairs,
the 1lo1es where the beams of tIle rood-loft went, parts of
the jambs, sills and arclles of the original witldows ()f the
north aisle, the brickwork showing where the east gable
of the nave had beell raised, and the straight joint
betweell the towel" and the south arcade, all of which are
now visible and add considerably to the illterest of the
church.
So far we have dealt with walls and roofs, 110W let us

deal with the floors. The chancel floor ,,'as of very
comnl0l1 tiles of no alltiqtlity and presenting 110 claims
to preservation, these have bee1I replaced by Ketton
stone paving slabs on a bed of COllcrete. Very slight
alterations have been made in the levels, which agreed
very well with the height of the ancient piscina ; the
altar-pace has beell slightly enlarged and the step at the
altar-rail better arranged, but the two old memorial slabs
to menlbers of the Stone fanlily have beell retained ill
their former position. It 111ay be illteresting to put 011
record that before laying dOWll the concrete bed the
ground was carefully probed at close intervals to ascer-
tain whether any tombs or stones, &c.~ existed beneatl1,
and three deep holes were dug beneath the altar to see
if allY relics had been hidde1I there at the tillle of the
Reformatio11. Nothing was found except a little brick
and stone rubbish in Olle of the holes, which produced
a carved face (now fixed in the wall by the low-side
Willdow) alld a fragnletlt of the rilll of a stone jar or
mortar. A hollow space was f011nd beneath the altar-
rails, towards the northern end, showing that the floor
11ad been disturbed, but there was nothi11g itl it. A red
brick floor was found six inches belo\v the floor of the
Sanctt1ary, but this did not extend over the western end
of the chancel.
The floor of the nave and aisles consisted of wood

floors alId joists beneath the seats, and plain tiles in the
To be continued.
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