
OF THE

•+

aLantb~ldg~5hilt~ and
•

iUlltingdol15hilt~

~,llqltreologicat ~tl~ittu
(FOUNDED A.D. 1900)

VOLUME I I I. PART VII I.

EDITED BY THE REV. \v. ~I. NOBLE, B..L-\.

PRINTED FOR THE SOCIETY BY

G. H. 1'YNDALL, 1'HE :NIINSTER PRESS

PRICE (NON-MEMBERS) FIVE SHILLINGS



.>;1;...1:< ;ooo~..lSl2D W'II2DOW):!> ..8EtOWI2 ~a

.I:''V':l\a.I<¥ ctOJ2Jaa"'V"l'-l:L.



SAWTRY ABBEY, HUNTINGDONSHIRE.

CHAPTER I.

FOUNDATION AND DESTRUCTION.

"To ALL THE FAITHFUL SONS- OF HOLY MOTHER
"CHURCH, Sinlon, Earl of Northampton, sends Greeting.
"Let it be known unto all men, as well present as future,
"that I have given alld granted and by my present
"Chartel· have confirmed to God and St. Mary of
" Sawtry and the M011ks living there of the Cistercian
" Order, ill perpetual alms for the building of an Abbey
".. · . . . . . . . . all Iny lands in the same Sawtry
" both in wood and ill plain alld in fen and in fisheries
"towards Witlenlare alld in Witlemare itself, as it has
"been sworn to appertain to my fee, and has been freely
"held and possessed by my ancestors from the time of
" King Cal1ute down to the present time. . . . . . ."

By stlch words Simon de St. Liz, Earl of Northampton,
and afterwards Earl of Huntingdon, son of another
Simon de St Liz, and grandson of the renowned Earl
Waltheof and Judith neice of William the Conqtleror,
founded, about the year 1147-8, a little Abbey, and
:filled it with Cistercian monks from the Abbey of
Warden in Bedfordshire. Here, for nearly fOllr hundred
years, pious men lived their austere life, worshipping God
arId giving alms to the sick and needy,' tilling their
land in peace, and earning the respect and esteem of
their neighbours; until in the time of King Henry VIII,
\vhen rapacious political greed ran 1·iot, and heavy hands
were stretched out to oppress and spoil all who were
powerless to protect themselves, then, notwithstanding
the emphatic words of its charter, "to God and St. Mary
of Sawt1'Y and the m01lks l£viJlg there, .... in perpetual
al1Jls ". this little Abbey was suppressed, and the monks
were turned out, their lands sold and their buildings

LI
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pulled down. Probably people were told that the monks
would be better off without their endowments, perhaps
it was said that the nIoney would be b"etter 'spent by
Professors at the Universities-agllostics, some of
them,-certainly the cry was raised of' no 1110re taxes 'I;
blIt, as a matter of fact, the people paid dearly for the
political dishonesty of tlleir rulers, for they lost the
helping hand in their hour of need, and their t-efuge ill
the day of trouble,- alId the flood gates of unbelief
having been once opened they S0011 lost almost all the
consolations of religion,-and the taxes are still with us.
An interesting contemporary comment upon these

events is contained ill the record of Cuthbet-t
Sherebrook\ who lived near the Abbey of Roche, ill
Yorkshire, soon after the Dissolution, and who says
each of the monks was given "his cell, wherein he lied
" wherein was not anything of price, but his bed
"and apparel, which was but simple and of small price".
His description of the destruction of the buildings is
extremely graphic; he says "some took the Service
"Books then lied in the Church, and laid them upon
"their wain coppes to piece the same, some took the
"windows of the hayleith and laid them on the hay,
"and likewise they did of many other things; for some
"pulled forth the iron hooks out of the walls that
"bought.none, when the yeomen and gentlemen of the
" countrjr had bought the tiInber of the Church. For
" the Church was the first thing that was put to spoil;
"and then the Abbot's lodging, dortor and frater, with
"the cloister and all the buildings, thereabout within
"the Abbey walls; for nothing was spared but the
" ox-houses, and swine-coates, and other such houses of
"office that stood within the· walls; which had more
" favour showed than the very Church itself; which was
"done by the advice of Cromwell, as Fox reported in
"his Book of Acts and lIfo11umtnts. It would have

I. See" The National Church" 15th August, 1912, page 272 •

2. Cole's M.S. Printed in Ellis's Original Letters, vol Ill, pag-e 33~ also
in Dr. Aveling's History of Roche. See the Reports of the ASSocIated
",L\rchitectural Societies, vol. XVII, page 45·
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" pitied 1ny heart. to see what tearing up of lead there
" was alld plucking up of boards, alId thro\villg down of
" sparres; . . . . . . . .. The persons that cast the
" lead into fodders, plucked IIp all the seats in the choir,
"",here the mOllks sat when they said service; which
" were like the seats in Millsters, and burned them, and
"melted the lead therewithall, . . . . . . so that it
"seemeth that every person bellt hilllself to filch alld
"spoil ",hat he could: yea, even such persons were
" COlItent to spoil them~ that seell1ed not two days before
"to allow their religion, alld do great \vorship and
" reverellce at their Mattins, Masses and other services,
"and all other things. . . . . . . I demanded of my
" father, thirty years after tIle su.ppression, which had
" bought part of the tinlber of the Church, and all the
" timber of the steeple, \vith the bell-franles . . . . ..
"whether he thought "reIl of tIle Religious persons
" and of the Religion they used? Alld he told nle, yta ;
"for, said he, I see 110 callse to the contrary. Well
" said I, then ho,,, came it to pass yOll was so ready to
" destroy and spoil the thillg YOll thollght well of? What
" slI0uld I do? said he, lI1ight I 110t, as "Tell as others,
" have SOIue profit of the spoil of the Abbey? for I did
"see all would away: alld tIlerefore I did as others did.
"Tllus you Inay see, that, .as well they who tI10ught
" well of the Religion thelI used, as they who thollght
"otherwise could agree well elI011gh, alld too well, to
"spoil them. Such a Devil is covetotlSness alld
" Mamllloll! . . . . . . . . Alld thllS luuch upon my
"own knowledge touchi1lg the fall of Roche Abbey.
" By the fall whereof it lllay be well known how all the
" rest were used."
That greed al1d avarice we1/e at the bottonl of the

DissolUtiOll is again ShOWll by a letter from Thomas
Bedyll to Sir Tholnas Cromwell,l writtell "Thile he was
" visiting" Ral1lsey Abhey, in which he says "If it
"pleased you to grallt 1I1e a comtnissi011 to visit the
" rel~gious houses 1111visited ill Li11coln Diocese, which

I. Wise and Noble's " Ratllsey Abbey, its rise and fall," page 142. M.S.
Cotton, Cleop. E. IV., fo1 204.
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"shall be nigh my journey, it should be much to my
" commodity."
This precious rascal, in the same letter, says ., Here,

"in this monastery of Ramsey be two hrethern w?iche
"have gyven these billys enclosed unto 111e very
"affectuosly desiryng to have liberte to go from their
" cloyster by the King's grace auctorite . . . . whereof
"sum occasion hath growen by that that Doctor Lee
"now at Christmas gave liberte to half the house of
"Sawtre to depart (as I am informed) whiche Sawtre
" is within V myles of Raulsey."
From this last quotation it would appear that luany

of the monks, or, as I should imagine, the conversi,
were persuaded to retire by deed of resignation,-thus
probably saving the Government from having to pension
them. This may perhaps account for the disparity
between the size of the Dornlitories and the nunlber of
monks and conversi said to have been in the Abbey at
the Dissolution.
That there were Inany who openly disapproved of the

suppression of the lllonasteries is ShOWl1 by the Will of
Thomas Lewen, Ironmonger, (Calendar of Wills, Court
of Hustings, London, Vol. 11. page 663), who died in
1555, and left property in trust to the Ironl110nget·s'
Company, to pay a mass pt·iest tll1til a new nlol1astet·y
be et·ected at Sawtry, County Hunts., of the sanle order
as the old one before the supression, and l111nlediately
upon the rebuilding of the monastel·y at Sawtl·y, the
llloney to be paid to the Prior or Abbot for 111asses and
sermons for the good of testatol·'s soul.
Moreover) that the 1110nks of Sawtry were conspicuous

amongst their fellows, for their good works, has become
proverbial, thus the poplllar rhyme :-
Ramsey the rich of gold and of fee)
Thol·ney the balle of 111any a fair tree;

Cl·oyland the Cotlrteous of theit· lueat and their dril1k,
Spalding the gluttons as all nlen do think,

Peterbol·ough the proud, as all met1 do say,
Sawtry by the way that poor abbaye,

Gave more alms in one day than all they.
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The Abbey havil1g been suppressed and the 111011ks
turlled ollt, the buildings shal·ed the fate coron1011 to
nlost abbeys and w~re pulled down; and now sheep and
oxen roam where once stood church and chapter house,
refectory and dormitory, and even UpOll the site of the
high altar itself,-in short, not one stolle stands upon
allother ;-but in a large grass field may still be seell
tIle trellches whellce the stones have beell dug to mel1d
the roads, the fish ponds frolll which the "rorthy lllOllks
supplied theit· needs, alld nlany of the water-courses
which provided for their various l1ecessities; and thus
it is possible for the archreologist of today to trace out
the lilIes of its walls and to recollstruct ill his imagina-
tiOll the buildillgs that once. stood upon the spot.

CHAPTER 11.

THE MONI{S AND THEIR BUILDINGS.

Of all tIle MOllastic Orders fe\\r are ll10re interestitlg
to tIle architect and arcllreologist than the Cistercians.
The first nlonastery of this Order was foullded, in 1098,
at CiteallX, by three 1110nks from the Benedictine
monastery of Molesme, who, followillg a new and
stricter rule thatl the Belledictines, quickly obtained
a reputation for satlcity, and were soon enabled to fOUlld
several dependellt abbeys. Olle of these was Clervanx,
of which the first abbot was the fanI0us St. Bernard,
dllring whose lifetime the power and illfluence of tIle
Order "tas very greatly extellded, and it continued to
spread so rapidly that within two hUlldred and thirty
years of the first foul1dation of the Order some 1200
abbeys had been foul1ded and endowed. In Engla11d
there were about 80 Cistercian abbeys at the time of the
Dissolution of the Monasteries, and the great bulk of
these had been fOllnded in the twelftl1 and thirteenth
centuries.
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One of the characteristics of the Cistercians was their
strict observance of Rules cotntnon to their \\ihole Order.
All theit- churches were dedicated to the Blessed Virgitl,
all were designed in the form of a Latin cross; in all,
the austere life of the Monks was l-eflected in the calm
digllity of theil- architecture, devoid of all figure sc-ulpture
(foliage alone being allowed), alId devoid also of painted
glass) the altnost entire absence of which and the total
pl-ohibitioll of pictures (except those of our Savi0111-»)
being marked features of the early Cistercian buildil1gs.
There could have been few, if any, mOlIu111ents ill tlleir
churches, for they paid no honour to the dead; in their
earlier days none but Kings, Queel1s and Bishops were
allowed to be buried within their churches, their own
Abbots were buried in the Chaptel- House, and the
Monks themselves in the Cloister, and the sto1Ies over
them were "made level with the ground, that they
" lllight not be in the way of tIle feet of passers by."
III the selection of a site for their 1110nasteries the

Cistercians always chose a spot SOUle distance fl-om a
tOWl1, gene1-ally in a valley. At Sawtry the nearest
town was about eight miles away, a1Id although the spot
is not exactly a valley, it is olIly a fe\\T feet above the
water level of the fens, and considel-ably lower tha11
nluch of the land in the vici1lity.

011 Olle side, at least, it was bOl-dered by the fen, and
two or three depressions on this nOl-tllern side of the site
were obviously docks, whereby it is evident that l11uch
of their goods catlle by boat across the waters of the fens.
The waters here, as in other ll10nasteries, wel-e diverted
and carried hither and thither as the l1eeds of the
community dictated, and it is interesting to compal-e
the arrangements of the water courses on this site with
those of Roche and Fountaills.
The uniformity in the general arrangeluent of a

Cistercian Monastery is remarkable, and while it differs
in many respects from that adopted by the Benedictines
and other Orders, yet amongst themselves the arrange-
ment of one abbey is so like that of anothe: as to tenlpt
one to think that they must have been gUIded by some
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plan devised by a master-mind and followed either as a
Rule to be observed ()r an Arrangement eminelltljl
desirable to be followed ;-and Sawtry being no
exceptioll to the general rule it will be convenient to
trace Ollt its plan alld comment upon the general
arrallgement of Cisterciall 1110nasteries at the sanle
time.
First ill importance amongst the btlildillgS of the

mOlIastery was the Church. It usually COllsisted of a
short choir which was seldol11 more than two ba.ys ill
length, and altnost invariably had a square east end; a
long llave with side aisles; trallsepts with two or 1110re
chapels 011 their easterll sides, generally separated froIn
each other by walls; alld a very lo\v central lalltern
over the crossillg at tIle illtersectioll of the nave and
transepts.
As time wellt 011, maIlY of the larger and richer

abbeys extellded alId added other buildillgs to this plall,
but at Sa\\Ttry the type-plall is faithfully adhered to;
l1ere the choir was about 33 feet long and 27 feet wide
(i.e. t,vo bays,) and had tIle usual square end; the llave,
exclusive of the crossing, was 116 feet IOllg alld 27 feet
\vide, being divided into sevetl bays, and having all
aisle, 10 feet 6 inches wide, on either side. The
trallsepts were each abC)tIt 26 feet lOllg fronl north to
south, and 26 feet itl "ridth, and each had two chapels
on its eastern side, r8feet long by I I feet wide. These
dimensiolls show it to have been somewhat slllaller thall
the church at Roche, to which, itl many respects, it bears
a strong reselllblance. Sometimes there was a kitld of
west porch, or narthex, alld three holes in the grolllld
point to this having been the case here. There is 110
direct evidence to sllow what the church was like above
ground, the few stones stjll existing, whicll are kllown
to have come from the abbey, appear to have been
portions of the otlIer buildings rather than of the'
church; but fronl the fact that the abbey was foullded
in I 147-8, and the church is known to have beel1
dedicated by Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincolll, itl
1238, we lllay, I thillk, aSSUlue that the greater part of
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it was btlilt in the Transitional style, while the later
portions (probably the choir, rebuilt when the abbey
had become prosperous,) were in the Early English
style.
There is, however, itl the Record Office, an interestitlg

Itlventory of Goods relllaining at Sawtry on the 30th
May, 1536I, just after the abbey had been dissolved.
This Inventory records the amount of lead upon the
roofs of the chtlrch, as follows :-On the choir·, 30 webs
each 6! yards long by -l yard wide, equivalent to 15
sheets on each side of the ridge, each sheet 2 feet 3
il1clles wide, giving a lead roof 33 feet 9 inches lOllg,
wIlile each sheet, or web, being I8 feet 9 inches l011g
represents a roof of fairly steep pitch; sitnilarly tIle l1ave
had 96 webs each Si yards long by -l yard \vide, givit1g
a roof J08 feet long, and 16 feet 6 inches up the slope,
showing a flatter, and therefore probably earlier, r.oof
tIlan that on the choir; the South Transept, which is
called in the Invel1tory 'the Requiem Aisle', had 24
webs each 4-l- yards long by -l yard and I 11ail wide,
representing a roof 29 feet 3 inches long and I3 feet
6 inches up the slope, a slightly flatter roof than that of
the nave ;-the roof of the North Transept is recorded
as of the saUle dimensions as the last; the North Aisle,
called St. Martin's Aisle, had 49 \vebs, each 3-! yards
long by -l yard wide, \vhich gives a roof 110 feet 3
inches long by 10 feet 6 inches up the slope; and the
South Aisle was the same. The width il1dicated for the
Aisle roofs does ll0t appear to tally with the facts, but
the other dimensions are probably very nearly accurate.
The Invetltory goes 011 to add "the Cil·cllyte theyre

xxxv yards, in heyth v yard di" ;-this evidently
refers to the roof of the low central lanterll, alld very
fairly represents an octagonal spirelet, or PYl·amidal
roof, rising to a height of about 16 feet 6 inches. 1~his

steeple apparently had a parapet, for the water was
carried down to the roofs below by 111eans of 4 "shorte
pypes " ; while to the body of the. church there were
8 pipes, the positions of which are not defined.

I. Augmentation Offiee. Mise, Books, 405·



SAWTRY ABBEY, HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 303

At this tinle there were four bells, but I will defer
comment upon them for the present.
On the south side of the chnrch was the cloister; at

Sawtry this measured 110 feet from east to west and
105 feet from north to south, which included an
ambulatory of about 14 feet wide all round. The sides
of this cloister nearest the cloister garth are clearly
indicated by the holes in the ground, made in digging
out the bases of the columns or posts \vhich supported
the lean-to roofs; there are seven of these holes on each
side (exclusive of the al1gles), and they are 10 feet from
centre to centre. The holes are not very large, and I
venture to suggest that only the bases were of stone,
the posts thelnselves being of wood. The Inventory
before referred to, describes the cloister as having 4
gutters and 7 pipes, of which latter 5 were IS feet long
each. The gutters are not incompatible with stone
arches and parapets, but it is more probable that they
were wooden eaves-gutters lined \vith lead, and that the
lean-to roofs themselves were covered with tiles ;-the
lead roofs of the church are recorded without mention
of the gutters, which almost certainly were there,
whereas in the cloister, gutters are named but no lead
to the roof.
In the cloister garth, slightly towards the S.W.

corner, is a large hole in the ground, but whether this
represents the position of a large stone lavatory .or
fountain, or whether it is a mere modern holt: of no
significance, is not certain.
Of the buildings ranged round the cloister, the most

inlportant was the Chapter House. This opened out of
the eastern walk, with three open arches(i.e. not enclosed
with doors); it was always divided into three equal
aisles by two rows of columns, was generally three bays
in length, and was almost always vaulted. At Sawtry,
this is, unfortunately, one of the most ill-defined
portions of the whole plan, but it would appear to
have been about 40 feet square, and there are some
slight- indications that it was sub-divided in the usual
manner.

MI
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The Chapter House of the Cistereians cuuld not have
been the magnificent buildil1g with which ,ve are usually
acctlstomed to associate the name, for it gel1erally_ had a
room over it devoted to the purposes of a libl·ary and
writi11g room, and a passage ctlt ()ff from this latter
apartment gave access from the nlonks' dorlllitory to the
south transept of the chttrch, where a flight of steps
(often of wood) led to the floor of the church, below.
Between the Chapter HOllse and the Church there

was always a small sacristry, with a doorway opening out
of the South Transept; and west\vards of this, but
opening out of the Chapter House, was a small cell or
penitentiary for the tenlporary imprisonnlent of those
who had transgressed against the exacting rllles of the
Order. The space occupied by these two apartme11ts
can be clearly seen at Sawtry, but their exact dimensions
are not well defined.
On the Sotlth Side of the Chapter House there was

generally a narrow apartl1lent commonly spokel1 of as
the Parlotlr, in which the nlonks were· allo\\7ed to
converse with their relatives and friends. Alld 11ext to
this was a narrow passage leading from the cloister to
the precincts on the east side ef the btlildings. Sonle-
times tIle Parlol1r is absent, and this seems to be the ~ase

at Sawtry, unless, as occasionally happe11ed, the relative
positions of the two apartments were chal1ged,and the
passage placed next to the Chapter House alldthe Parlour
next to the Fratry; in which case, however, the Fratryat
Sawtry could not h~wve had direct access to the Cloister.
The next building southward, and the last that opened

out of the east walk of the Cloister, was tIle Fratry, or
Day-room of the Monks, a long bllilding rllnning north
and sontll, with a single row of COltlnll1s down the
middle, supporting plain quadripatite vaulting. The
southern end of this apartment extended beyond the
adjoining buildings, and had windows 011 both sides,
those at the extreme end being often lllel·e ope11 arches.
Above the Fratry was the lVlollks' Dorlnitory, which also
extended over the parlour and passage, and was reached
by a staircase, generally upon its westerll side.
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The Fratry at· Sawtry was 27 feet wide, and" the
celltral row of Colu111ns, 14 feet apart from centre to
centre, may still be traced. Its south wall is 133 feet
from the south wall of the Chapter House, but in mallY
parts the lil1es of the walls are very badly defined.
A Dormitory extelldillg over the wIlole length of this

buildillg would seem to be far too lal·ge for the twelve
nl0nks who, with tlleir Abbot, and t,venty-two C011versi,
are stated as the occupa1lts of the abbey at the Dissolution;
it therefore seen1S probable that the upper storey was
divided into several r001115, alld perhaps illcluded the
Abbot's apartme11ts.
Opening out of the sOllthern walk of the Cloister,

Ilear its celltre, was tlie Refectory. In Cistercian
lllonasteries tllis was always placed "vitII its axis running
nortll alId south, alld had a row of colt11111IS down the
centre, llsually sllpporting a woodell roof. It gellerally
had a gallery or pulpit in an a~ched recess ill its
\vestern wall. At Sa\\7try the Refectory is well defined,
it \vas 30 feet wide alld 75 feet long, alld had four
colllmns dOWl1 the cel1tre.
Betweell tIle Refectory alld the Fratry, with a door

leadillg Ollt of the sOllth walk of the Cloister, was all
apartnlellt generally called tIle Calefactor)7or warn1ing
house, to which the ll1011ks were allowed to repair at
certain times of the day to "Tar1I1 themselves, there being
no fireplace in the Fratry. At Sawtry this is represented
by a room 30 feet by 26 feet, with a single column in
the nliddle.
On the other side of tIle Refectory, and between it

and the DOIllUS COl1verSOrtl111, was the Kitchen with its
offices. At Sawtry tIlis space is 4 2 feet wide, but
the walls of the various apartments cannot be traced.
Against the whole of the western walk of the Cloister,

and projecting far beyond it to the south, was the Domus
ConverSortlm, or house of the Conversi, or servants of
the monastery, a buildillg strollgly resem"bling the
Fratry of the MOllks, btlt nltlch longer. At Sawtry it
is 28 feet wide and 175 feet 1011g, and had a row of
columns down the middle, the positiollS of many of
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which can still be identified; there are, however,
considerable accumulations of earth and rubbish in the
middle of this building, and the sub-dividing walls which
doubtless existed, cannot now be traced.
Above this building was the Dormitory of the

Conversi, and, as in the case of the Fratry, the building
would seem to be far too large for the 22 servants who
were here at the time of the Dissolution, but, as has
already been said, half the house is stated to have been
allowed to depart when the King's officer " visited" the
monastery, and there may therefore have been more
than this number of il1mates at ordinary tinles.
Apart from these main buildings of the MOl1astery,

grouped round the cloister quadrangle, there were
sllndry other buildil1gs of scarcely less importance, viz :-
the Infirmary, the Guest House, the ·Great Entrance
Gateway, the Alnlonry, and frequently the Abbot had
apartments of his own, including a Hall, Bed-Room,
Kitchen, Chapel, and rooms for the entertainnlent of
distinguished guests.
At Sawtry it is difficult to identify most of these

buildings, but some trenches just eastward of the Fr8.try
may possibly indicate the position of the Infirmary,
which, for so small an Abbey, would not require to be
very large, but I think the weight of evidence points to
it as being part of the Abbot's House. A ditch or dyke
which passes along the southern side of this building
~nd then turns southward along the eastern wall of the
Fratry runs itltO the watercourse traversing the southern
part of the ~ite, and which at this point takes a curious
double turn, and it may be assumed that in the corner
between the Fratry and this small building there were
latrines appropriated to both.
The site and plan of the Guest House is, fortunately,

easily recognisable. Near the southern end of the
Domus Conversorum, slightly to the west, is a large
detached building 130 feet long by 47 feet wide,
divided into three aisles like a church by a double row
of columns seven on each side. Here the guests were
housed in cubicles in the aisles, an arrangement which



SAWTRY· ABBEY, HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 307

nlay be found still in existence at St. Mary's Hospital,
Chichester. Possibly, as at Chichester, there was a
small Oratory at the east end ;-the foundations
certainly seem to point to this being so.
.Much to my regret, I ha,re not yet been able to

identify the site of the Great Entrance Gateway.
Doubtless it stood westward of the chtlrch, and some
foundations 011 either side of the present cart track,
(which I anI disposed to think follows the line of the
ancient roadway,) look as if there might ha,re been a
wall with a gateway at this pOi11t, but I much doubt if
it was the main outer gateway of the Monastery.
The Almonry, which generally stood near the church,

most likely occupied part of the northern end of the
block which I have assigned to the Domus Conversorum
this being a not u11usual place for cellars and other
offices; and this use of the space would take off from
the apparently unnecessa.ry length of the DOII1US
Conversorunl,-at least so far as the ground storey was
concerned.
Of the Abbot's House I have found no trace, unless

it be the small building to which I have referred in
speaking of the Infirmary. In the early days of the
Cistercian Order the Abbot had no special apartments,
but slept in the monks' dormitory; and I am much
disposed to think that in this M011astery he occupied a
portion of that apartment, but shut off, doubtless, with
a thin partition. The rooms which he would require,
principally for the purpose of entertaining guests will
be dealt with in the next chapter.



CHAPTER Ill.

THE INVENTORY.

Let us turn now to the Inventory already referred to,
which is here transcribed into modern English and
printed in full. Those who would read it in its original
form may find it at the Record Office (Augumentation
Office, Mise. Books, 40 5). A great part of it is printed
in' 'The Edwardian Invel1tories of Huntingdonshire',
published by the Alcuin Club, and also in 'Archreologia',
vol. 43, page 200 et sec.
It requires very little explanation; the words "Sol.

rec." alId "Sol. Francisco " probably mean respectively
" Paid. lVloney received personally". and "Paid.
Money paid to Francis ". The curious names have been
explained, where possible, in the text. The' totals do
not appear to state the sum of the figures correctly, but
this is a conlmon error in old inventories. It will be
noted that the lead is measured by ~'cloth measure" ;
it is obvious in other ways that the Conlmissioner did
not know how to measure lead, and, while his dimensions
are instructive to us, they could have cOl1veyed no
il1formation as to the value of the lead to anybody.

MONAS1'ERY OB~ SAW1'RY.

~rHE INVENTORY there takell the 30 day of May, al1llO 28.
Henry VIII.

THE CHURCH PLATE WITH DrVERS OTHER PARCELS OF PLATE

TO THE SAME HOUSE.

rec.

ree.

III pril11is a cross of silver plate al1d
gilt apd wood ullder, by estinlatioll,

Itel11 a great cllalice of silver and gilt,
by estiulatioll

Iteul 4 otller chalices of silver al1d
parcel gilt, by estinlatiol1

16 oz.

28 oz.

29 oz.
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IOZ.

11 OZ.

8 oz.

20 oz.

18 oz.

22 oz.

III pledge
for

£IO to
Willial11
Byckylles

of
COllingtoll

ltenl ·2 cruets of silver all gilt, weight
by estimatioll

Iteul a cross staff of silver alld gilt,
weigllt by estill1ation 5 score 19 oz.

Iteul 2 candlesticks l)arcel gilt, weight
weight byestimatioll 42 oz.

Item a salt cellar of silver alld parcel
gilt with a cO'ver, \veig-ht by estiula-
tioll. [This itelll erased.]

Itenl a stal1ding Cllp with a cover all
gilt, weight b~y estiulatioll

Iteul a salt silver and parcel g-ilt with
the cover, weight by estinlation

Itelll 3 lnasers gartlislLed with sil\Ter
atld gilt, weight by estinlatiotl, wood
at about

Iteul 12 silver SpOOllS, weight b)7
estinlatiotl

Itenl I spoon of silver all gilt, weight
by estimation

Item a statlditlg cross silver atld
parcel gilt, weight 20 oz.

ltelll a ntlt silver alld gilt with a
cover 15 oz.

Itenl a stal1ding nlaser garnished with
silver and gil t with an acorl1 ill the
top of silver. wood at about 20 oz.

Item a flat piece of silver, weight by
estilllatioll 16 oz.

Item 12 spoons with ulaidel1s' heads
gilt 14 oz.

Iteu1 I censer gilt, byestiulation 48 oz.

rec.

rec.

rec.

rec.

rec.

rec,

rec.

rec.

rec.

IN THE CHURCH.

2 °
9

4 0

Williaul

sol.

£ s. d.

!Iten1 a lecterll with atl eagle of
latten 400}

Long. Item 2 standing Candlesticks of 0 £4
latten 20

Itenl 3 lanlps of latten 3 4 sol.
Item an old cross of lattell and a ship 12
Itell1 a cellser of lattell 12
ltenl 2 pairs of orgalls 8 0 0
Iteul all old clock 3 4
Item 2 boxes of Ivory alld 6 sacril1g
bells

Item 3 pairs of Cruets
ltenl 6 altar cloths [erased]
£11 15s. Sd. Mr. Legh.
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IN THE VESTRY.
s. d.

Sol. Rec.

Sol. Rec. x

Sol. Rec. x

Sol. Rec. x

Sol. Rec. x

Sol. Fran-
cisco. x

Sol. Rec. x

ltenl a priest's vest-
nlel1t of red satin
with a crucifix on
the back 13 4

Itenl a deacol1 al1d
sub-deacon of red
silk the orphreys
of Vel1icc gold
el11broidered with
inlagery 13 4 23 4

Iten1 a cope of red Mr. Slade.
to the sal11e with
the orphre)7s of
Venice gold and
inlagery of silk 10 0

ltenl a suit of blue
silk with il11agery,
the orphreys with
divers Images 26 8 Mr. Price.

Item a suit of white
satin of Bruges
with a cross of
Red 40 0 Mr. Ric. Cromwell.

ltenl a suit of white
baudekin and 2
copes with pOl11e-
gratlates al1d stars
of Vel1ice gold 26 8 1fr. Slade.

Item a suit of old
green silk with
lions of gold 13 4 Mr. Castell.

Item a suit of blue
worsted with flow-
ers of base gold,
the cross of red 13 4 Mr. Willia111s.

Ite111 a vestlllent,
deacon and sub-
deacon of white
silk \vith roses of
red 6 8 Mr. Slade.

lteul a vestn1ent of
red silk for the
priest with an alb
for the deacon
wit}1 a cross of
divers colours 8 0

Item a cope of Ray
silk 2 0
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s. d.
Lectern Itenl 3 lecter11 cloths

cloths 3S. Mr. ofwhite and green 12
Williams.

Itenl another old
lectern of tawny
baudekin

Iteul 4 diaper altar
cloths with fro11ts
of silk of divers
colours 2 0

Item a cloth to lie
before the abbot,
of fustian mapys
with divers arms 6 Mr. Legh.

Sol. Rec. Ite111 a hearse clot!1
of bltle silk with

A hearse cloth beasts 12
and a leeter11
cloth, Ss. Mr.

Price Iteul 2 ammettes
Lanliees ?] of red
velvet with 2
crosses of silver 12

Iteul an ammett of
blue velvet and a
cross a11d 3 knots
of Venice gold
upon it 12

Iteul an am1nett with
2 Unicort1s of
silver 8

Iteul 3 old fannouns
of cloth of gold 12

Itenl 9 corporas cases
3 with cloths 6 8

Itenl an old chest 6
Ite111 an oil pot of lead 20
Itenl a cross cloth
of ~reen silk 2 0 Mr. Legh.

Itel11 a little coffer of
copper al1d gilt 5 0 Mr. Legh.

Item 4 quotidiane
tdaily] vestments
erased] 12 0

Item received of Mr.
Anl1esley for 2 old
vestnlents, a Ray
cope, 3 altar cloths
& 2 corporas cases 10 0 Sol. Francisco.
£9 6s. 4d ..

NI
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THE HALL WITH THE FRATRY.

Itenl a painted cloth at the high desk
" a table, 2 trestles and a fornl
" 2 side tables, 3 trestles, 1 form
" a fold table with 2 forms in fratry

THE BUTTERY.
Item 2 great basins of lattetl

" 2 chafing dishes of lattell
" 7 candlesticks of lattell
" 3 candlesticks of pewter
" an old . .
" an old bitl for bread
" all old carpet
" 8 hogsheads for ale
" all old fold-table with 2 forms

£ s. d.
2
2

3
20

3 4
12

2 0
16

2

!
2 8

12

NAPERY.
Itenl 6 pairs of flaxen sheets 8 0

" 10 pairs of hardel1 sheets 6 8

" 2 old cloths of diaper 3 0

" 2 towels of diaper 8
" a table cloth of canvas 2 0

"
2 table cloths of bryssel 2 0

,, a harden table clotll 4
" 7 napkins of canvas 7,. I of diaper 2

" 2 Pillowbe,'ys 8
37s. lo!d.

MY LORD'S CHAMBER.
IteuI a feather bed and a bolster with I

2 \vhite curtains
" a pillow and a pair of blankets
" a coverlet of yellow atld green
" the bedstead with a countertable
" a stal1ding cupboard, new
" a painted hanging with beasts

atld trees
" a painted coffer
" atloId chest bound with iron
" 2 chairs and a buffet stool
" a basin alld ewer of pewter

TH~: NEW CHAMBER.
Item a feather bed with a bolster and

2 pillows
" a pair of blatlket~

10 0

12

3 4
5 0

8
12
6
8
12

13 4
8
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s. d.
6 8

4
I

3

4 0
8
4
12
8
12
8

8
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Item a covering of Tapestr)7 work
" a celer with a tester and 2 curtaills
" a pair of the same, by the bed
" 6 pieces of green say
" 4 ctlshiollS of Tapestry with

yellow liollS
" 2 turned chairs
" a stallding cupboard with a carpet
" a basin and a ewer of pewter
" a table ,"Titll 2 trestles
., a fornl and a fire fork
" a carpet cloth with all old banker
" The bedstead with a net for

k1zatts [gnatsJ
30s. 4d.

TilE CHAMBFtR BEYOND THE GREAT BED.
Item atloId feather bed with a bolster 4 0
" a blanket and all old coverlet

with the bedstead 20
51s. lod.

THE KITCHEN CHAMBER.
Item a feather bed with a bolster 6 8
" a blanket with a coverlet of

Tapestry worl{ lined with Danllas
[danlask?J 4 0

" a bedstead with a tester of
paillted cloth 12

THE CHAPEL CHAMBER.
ltenl a feather bed with a bolster 5 0
" a covering of carpet cloth 6
" a celer witll a tester of paillted

cloth 2
" 3 pieces of painted cloth 6
" 2 forms and a folding table 12

IN THE CHAPEL.
Itenl an old chest, a little bell, and a

cal1dlestick of lattell 4

THE NEXT CHAMBER THERE.
Item 2 feather beds alld 2 bolsters 6 8

" 2 coverings, one of green and
yellow, the other of white and
green dornic 4 0

121S. 6d.
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THE KITCHEN.

Item IS platters of pewter
" I chair
" 10 dishes
" 12 saucers
" a brazen mortar with a pestle of

Iron
" a stone nlortar
" a cullender of latten
" a frying pan
" a great brass pot
" 3 little pots
" a great pan
" 4 lesser pans
" 2 ladles of latten
" 2 skewers of brass
" one great trivet
" 2 cupboards
" 2 pot-hangers
" 3 pairs of pot-hooks
" a beam of Iron
" a gridiron
" a handefelde [anvil?] and a

hanlmer
" a grate for bread
" a jlesheh.okes Lflesh-hook ?J
" a pail and skep
" 2 spits ot Iron

THE LARDER.
Itenl a salting trough and 2 old tubs
43S. 2d.

s. d.
6 8

8
3 4
2 0

2 0
2
4
3

6 8
5 0
5 0
2 0

4
4
10
20
2
8
12
3

4 0
I
I
2
6

2

40 0
6 8
3 4

4
5 0
8 0
6 8

12
12
12
3
6
3
4

THE BREW-HOUSE, THE BAKEHOUSE AND THE
BULTING-HOUSE.

Item 2 ledys [leads ?l
" a brewing fate [vat1
" apipe of lead to convey water in
" a scoop, a coule and a barle-lepe
" a great pan of brass in a furnace
" all old yeling fate [vat]
" 4 keelers [shallow tubs1·
" 3 berinc tubs
" a, fate Lvat] for malt
" 4 tubs for l11eal
" 2 handlepes [hal1d-baskets]
" 2 fans
" a meal sieve
" a table and a form
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Itenl a horse-mill with 2 pairs of stones
" 3 nlill pikes
" I bell wheel [the word' bell' is

erased]
" 2 mill horses

£6 lIS. 6d.

THE STORE HOUSE.
Itenl 5 pieces of Iron
" 6 cart saddle-trees
" half a barrel of pitch and as

nluch of tar
" a salt lead with salt
" a bag with hops

1025. 5d.
I44s. 2d.

THE FORGE AT THE GRANGE

Itel11 all handjelde [anvil ?J
" a buck-horn
" a vice
" 3 hammers
" 2 pairs of tongs
" a pair of pincers al1d a butter
" a set pair of bellows
" a nail coull, 2 puncheons of Iron
" a grindstone with an axletree

of Iron

CARTWARE.

315
s. d.
IS 0

2

2 0
20 0

5 0
3

5 0
10 0

8

20 0

Itenl 3 shode carts
" 2 new pairs of wheels
" 3 copys
" .3 shares and 3 coulters [of a

plough]
" 7 pairs of cart gears
" 10 collars for horses
" 8 pairs of plough traces
" 3 cart saddles
,. 3 wail1-ties with 2 pairs of

filly's C1·0PPYS
" 3 rollers, 5 harrows, 7 yokes,

7 temes of Iron with landerstones
" Temes and Togwythys for 6

horses
" a mattock, 2 spades
" 4 dung forks

53 4
12 0
6 0

Omitted
because of

what
follows
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Item one old dung cart, 7 pairs of
cart gears, 10 collars, 8 pairs of
plough traces, 3 cart saddles, 3
pairs of filly gears, I cart rope,
3 wain-ties, 3 rollers, 5 harrows, 7
yokes, 7 femes of IrOl1 with la1lder-
sfo1les, 1 mattock, 2 spades, 3 dung
forks

£5 lIS. 3d .
£4 13s. 4d . [erased]
Total £39 10S. lold.

£ S. d.

20 0

CATTLE.

"

"

" 20 0

66 8

52 0

33 4

70 0

20 0

600

6 16 0

17 8 0
22 8

12 12 0

21 16 0
,,

"

"

,,

.,
"

"

,,
,,

"

,,

Item 29 Kine, price 12S. per head;
killed 4, remaining 25
2 bulls
14 draught oxel1, price 18s. per
head
7 l11ares, price lOSt per head; of
which 1 has been sold by the
Prior
2 geldings t
2 horses ~

4 fillies t
a horse colt and yearling )
~ cart horses, ofwhich 2 are dead
Steers al1d heffers of 3 years old,
17, price 8s. per head; killed 3,
remaining 14
Steers and heffers of 2 years old,
7, price 65. 8d. per head; killed
I, ren1aining 6
Yearlings, T5, price 48 • 4d. per
head
In ewes, lan1b-hogs and Rauls,
10 score and 18, price 2S. per
head, in total; killed 58, reulain-
ing 8 score
Itl1anlbs, 52, price 12d. per head,
in total; killed 6, renlaining 46
2 gelditlgs for the saddle
boars, sows al1d other yOUl1g
swine, 3 score alld 12, price per
head .

£84 12S. 4d.'
£124 3s. 2td.
£74 10S. 4d.
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Debts due to As appeareth by a bill of particular
the Monastery. sunlS, amoutlteth to the sum of 67 13 4

Debts owing
by the

Monastery.

As appeareth by a bill of particular
sunl~ amounteth to the SUlll of 168 15 0

Over the high Altar on both sides containing in length 30
webs, every \\"eb in length 6 yds. I qnarter, in breadth 3 qrs.
The requiem Aisle. Item there in webs 24, every web in

length 4i yards, in breadth 3 qrs. 1 nail.
The North A.isle. Itenl there in webs 24, every web in length

41- yards, itl breadth 3 qrs. I nail.
Saint Martin's Aisle. Itenl there in webs 49, every web in

length 3t yards, itl breadth 3 qrs.
The South Aisle. Itenl there in webs 49, every web in length

31- yards, in breadth 3 qrs.
The body of the Church. Item there in webs 4 score and 16,

every web in length si yards in breadth 3 qrs.
The circttit there 35 yards, in height si yards.

In the Cloister. Item there in pipes 7, of which 5 of them in
length 5 yards apiece.
Item 4 gutters there 4.
The Steeple. Item there in short pipes 4
The body of the Cllurch. Itenl there in pipes 8.

Item there in bells 4, of which:
The first in depth t a yard and t a quarter, in breadth 3 qrs.

I inch. .
The second in depth 3 qrs., in breadth 3~ qrs.
The third in depth 3t qrs., in breadth I yard.
The fourth ill depth I yard, itl breadth I yard.
272 webs.

STUFF REMAINING AT THE GRANGE, APPRAISED

AT THE TIME OF THE DISSOLUTION.

s. d.
Item In the Brew-house, a fair lede to

brew in, fastened. price 6 8
" 2 brass pots, 2 brass pans 6 8
" A gridiron, and I pot-hanging of

Iron, with a trivet 16
" A powdering trough of stone
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s. d.

Itenl A mash fatt [vatJ and a yelitlg
fatt [vat]. 2 tubs to pnt dril1k in 5 0

" III other tubs. price 12
" A lede, broketl. price 3 4
" 2 horses
" 6 mares
" r gelding
" 5 foals
" Hoggs 76, with 10 weaners
" A sow and 9 pigs

The bearing which this Inventory has upon the'
description just given of the buildings will be at once
apparent; the great light which it throws upon the size
and general appearance of the Churcll has already been
dealt with, but it remains to compare the Inventory
with the plan of the other parts of the Monastery.
First then, we have the Vestry or Sacristy adjoining
the Church. Then there is the very curious omission
of all reference to the Chapter House and the Library
over it; it is quite conceivable that the former had
nothing in it, the seats probably being stone benches
round the walls, but the failure to record the books in
the Library can only be accounted for by the assumption
that the Commissioners thought them valueless, or that
the MOl1ks had taken the precaution to send them
.abroad in good time.
The Hall and Fratry are jumbled together; a fold-

table and forms are stated to be in the Fratry, and the
other items enumerated were almost certainly in the
Hall, or Refectory.
The Buttery no doubt adjoined the Refectory; and

the Napery was possibly in a cupboard in it.
"My Lords' Chamber" appears to have been the

Abbot's Bedroom; we are not told where it was, but
may reasonably assume that the Commissioners had
lllounted to the first floor by means of the staircase on
the west side of the Fratry, had passed through the
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Monks' Dormitory,- where they recorded nothing
because each monk was allowed to retain possession of
his bed and bedding, and so had arrived at " My Lord's
Chamber." There is nothing to guide us as to whether
this was a portion partitioned off from the southern
end of the Monks' Dormitory, or whether it formed
part of a building to the east of it. I am inclined to
favour the former position, and should place the next
two chambers still further to the south; the "New
Chamber " was evidently the State Bedroom for
distinguished visitors, and I suggest that this, together
with 'the chamber beyond the great bed,' formed the
upper part of an extension of the Fratry, which, as has
been before stated, appears to have been unusually long.
The Kitchen Chamber could hardly have been above

the main Kitchen, indeed it may be taken for granted that
the btlildings on the south side of the cloister, viz: the
Warming House, the Refectory, and the Kitchen
buildings, had no rooms over them, and we are
therefore forced to the conclusion that the "Kitchen
Chamber," the "Chapel Chamber" "and· the "next
Chamber there" stood over a Kitchen and a Chapel
eastward of the Fratry, in fact in just such a position as
that occupied by the small building which I have
identified as part of the Abbot's House. I speak,
however, with much reserve because there is no
conclusive evidence on the point, and either the Abbot's
House or the Infirmary is missing.
The "Kitchen" mentioned in the Inventory would

appear to be the main Kitchen; and in all probability
the "Larder," the "Brew House," the " Bake House "
and the "Bulting House'" (i.e. Bolting, or sifting,
house) were all ranged round a small kitchen yard on
the west side of the Refectory.
The "Store House" of course, may have been any-

where; and the "Forge at the Grange" was probably
outside. the boundary wall of the Abbey precincts,
perhaps at the farm now called the Abbey Farm, and
here, doubtless, were also the cartware al1d the cattle.

MI
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Having enumerated these items of moveable goods,
the Commissioners seem to have returned to the Abbey
and inspected the Treasurer's books; and then proceeded
to 'note the headwork upon the roofs, and the great bells
of the church,
The Treasurer's accounts must have given them

great satisfaction (1), for they showed an adverse balance
of £101 Is. Sd. ;-when this sum is compared with the
value of the goods named in the Inventory (about
£127) plus the nlaterials of the buildings, and less the
cost of sending these commissioners-keenly alive to
their own' commodity '-and the many other expenses,
it is obvious that the immediate gain was not great.
If we turn for a moment to consider the annual income
accruing to the State from this seizure of Church
property, the result is just the same; the great
valuation known as the Valor Ecclesiasticus was only
made the year before (viz: in 1535), and the following,
somewhat abbreviated, are the details of the revenue of
Sawtry Abbey:-

TEMPORALITIES.
£ s. d.

The yearly value of their Demesne lands,
with the fisheries and woods 33 6 4

Rents of lands, cottages and windmill in
Sawtry Judith 22 6 0

Rents, &c., in Sawtry Moyne 16 3 4
" " Conington · 7 15 6

" "
Grafham 10 5 9

" " The Town of Huntingdon 1 S 0
"

'1 Gt. Stukeley 13 4

" " Wood Walton 3 6 8
" "

Winwick 3 0 0
" " Tetworth 6 13 4
" " Waresley 6 0

" " Eynesbury 2 0 0
" " Gt. and Lt. Paxton and Offord

D'Arcy 7 14 5
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" " Yelling
Profits of the Court of the said Lordship
Rents, &c., in Babraham, Everton, Hungry
Hatley, Westhorpe, Gamlingay, Bourn,
Stow and the town of Caulbridge

Rents, &c., in Soham, Narford, Stowe and
Lynn, Co. Norfolk

Rents, &c., ill Barford, Co. Beds.
Rents &c., in Co. Lincoln
Rents, &c., in Fotheringhay, Co. Norths.
Rents, &c., in Bread Street, LOlldon

SPIRITUALITIES.

321

3 12 0
9 2

15 8 6

7 15 8
14 0
170
200
13 6 8

Profits arIsIng fronl the Parjsh Church of
the Blessed Mary the Virgin in Sawtry
Judith [i.e. the Abbey Church] , in tithes,
oblations, &c. 8 0 0

Ditto from the Rectory of All Saints,
Fulbourne, Cambs. 24 0 0

Ditto from the Rectory of Honyllgham,
Norfolk 8 0 0

199 11 8

OUTGOINGS.

£ s. d.
Reserved Rent to the King and
some sixteen other Lords

Ditto to the Abbot of Ramsey,
for Sawtry Moyne

F~e to William Castell, Seneschal
Fee to Robert Carleton, Receiver
and- Bailiff

To the King's Exchequer,
(granted by hini to King's
Hall, Cambridge)

6 8 10

400
200

200

33 6 8
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Ditto" (ditto, Christ College,
Cambridge)

To the Vicar of Fulbourne
Pension to the Rector of St.
Vigors, Fulbourne

Ditto to the Church of Gamlil1gay

6 13 4
2 10 0

168
2 6

58 8 0

Net Income £141 3 8

Yearly Tenths £14 2s. 4id.

. This sum of £141 3s. Sd. supported at least thirty-
five met1, and it does not seem likely that the State
could make it do more; it is, therefore, difficult to see
-that the disendowment of this little MOl1astery could
have been any advantage to the people.
The heading "stuff remaining' at the Grange,

appraised at the time of the Dissolution," is puzzling;-
considering that the date of this Inventory is 30 May,
1536, it seems scarcely possible that there can have been
an' earlier one, and it therefore appears more likely that
these goods were at another farm, farther away from
the Abbey, and perhaps at the farm which is now called
Grange Farnl.

(To be COllt£nuedJ
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