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THE PRIOR~S HOUSE, ELY.
BY THE REV. CANON KENNETT, D.D.

The House, occltpied, since the fOltndation of the
present Capitular body of El)T, by the holder of the
eighth Canonry was originally the HOl1se of the Prior
of the Monastery, and very considerable parts of tIle
ancient building still rell1ain. .
The luain body of the house, COllsisting origillally of

a large hall above a vatllted tlndercroft, was built, to
judge from the architectl1re of the relnail1ilIg portiollS,
abOl.lt the middle of the t\\Telfth century. Tllis 1111dercroft,
which had a siluple groil1ed vault stlpported 011 short
. cylil1drical piers with scalloped capitals alld circular
abaci, occltpied six bays froIn north to soutll, and two
from east to west. In the second bay frol11 the south
there were doorways ill both the wester11 and eastern
walls, the il1ter11al jall1bs of which are still visible.
Exterl1alIy the doors probably resembled tIle one which
gives access to the King's School, opposite tIle ,,"est end.
of Prior Crauden's Chapel. Tllere was a l1arrO\V circular
headed doorway 1lear the 110rth end of the ,vest wall,
which for sonle reaSOll was built rather to the east of
the rest of the wall. This \\Tas denlolished by Mr. Rowe
in 1883-
Whether the hall above the undercroft originally

possessed any chimney is doubtful. The fact, however,
that the doorway, lllentioned above, in the we'stern wall of
the ulldercroft is 110t quite in the centre of the bay which it
occltpies. is perhaps all indicatioll that there was a NOrlUatl
chitnlleyoccllpyingthe satue p()sitioIl as the chitl111eyafter-
wards constructed by the fottrteenth century builders.
More probably, however, the hall was heated only by a
brazier itl the centre. Immediately to the llorth 0.£ the
maill bltilding, 011 the ground floor, was the Prior's
Kitchen, and it is probable that an external staircase was
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234 THE PRIOR'S HOUSE, ELY.

built agaitlst, or partly against, the wester11 wall of
this buildillg. We 11lay suppose that in the twelfth
century, as ill the fottrtee11th, there were t\VO dOOr\\Tays
in the northern etld of the hall, the easter11 one givitlg
access to the stairs which led dOW11 i11tO the Prior's
Kitchen, tIle western one givitlg access to the exter11al
staircase 111enti011ed above, and, at a later date, COll1lDtlUi-
eating by meallS o·f a gallery with a large Guest-hall,
now the Deallery.

Ali:hougll l10t a vestige of the Normall Hall of the
Prior's HotlSe IlO'" relllaills, it is possible to constrtlct a
mental picttIre of it frol11 builditlgs of the sal11e date still
existillg. We 11Iay assume tIlat it was ligl1ted by l1arrow
round-headed Willdows deeply.splayed 011 the illside, alld
perhaps descelldillg to the floor. Similar Willdows are
still visible exterllally ill the tIpper storey of tIle easterll
wall of the Killg'S School. TIle hall was probabl)1
roofed with lead, the easterl1 alId westerll walls ter.nlill-
ating ill a corbel table like that of whicll a slllall portioll
renlains on tIle westerll side of the Killg's School. The
ulldercroft was also lighted by llarrO\\J" rotll1d-headed
deeply splayed Willdows, the remaills of \vhicll are still
visible ill tIle \\Testernnlost bay. Some tillle later,
apparelltly dtlrillg the tIIirteellth celltltry, atl outbuildillg
was attached to the hOllse at the south-west allgle, for
what purpose is tt11kl1own. This buildillg was at right
atlgles to the 111aill Hall, alId was, rOllg1l1y, tllirty feet by
fourteen. Itl tIle )7ear 1324-1325 Prior Cratlden erected
the existillg Chapel 011 the outbuildil1g; alld to tIle 110rtl1,
above a buildillg which was probably 11lade itlto a sorl of
scttllery and was cOnllected with tIle Prior's Kitchel1 by
a passage ullder tIle great staircase, he erected for a stttdy
a timber btIilditlg with a fitle stolle fireplace' at the easterl1
end, and square-lleaded \villdows with reticulated tracery.
The dimensiol1s of tIle Stlldy were 11early the same as of
the Chapel. It ,vas elltered ll0t directly [raIn the Great.
Hall, btlt by a passage 011 the sOllth side \\Thich conl111U-
nicated with the Great Hall by the doorway rell10ved by
Mr. Rowe to the presel1t elltrallce hall. Froill tIlis
passage a door llear the westerl1 elId opelled into the
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" house" for the safe custody ()f the tel1ths and fifteenths
granted in the last Parliament. The Prior of Ely was
responsible for the counties of Cambridge and Hunting-
don. [8ee Chapmall, vol. I, p. 81]. The account of the
expense incurred in this building would presumably be
found ill the Treastlrer's roll for the year 1345- 1346.
[See Chapmall, vol I, p. 79 footnote].
This "house" which is said to have been erected itl

the Priorate of Alan of Walsitlghanl [see ChtljJnzan, vol.
1, p. 81 footllote] tnay reasonably be identified with tIle
existing llorth-east ,"ring of the Prior's House, the arclli-
tectl1ral feattlres of which agree closely with those of the
Painted Chamber attached to the Itlfirmary, which had
been built by Alan of Walsingham, wheil Sacrist, ten
years previously, llalllely in r 334-1335 [see ChajJ1naJl,
vol I, pp. 138, I39J.
A careful exaulination of tIle existing Hall of the

Prior's HotlSe, (no\v ctlt up illtO several roolDs) shows
that it was built at the same tilDe as the north-easterll
wing 1

• Apparently the walls of the southerll llalf of the
Norlllall Hall were bulgitlg, alId the vaultillg ill that
portioI! was giving way. It was probably cOllsidered
unsafe to leave the heavy Norlnal1 walls standilIg above
the groulld storey. The NorIllall vaultillg of the northerll
half of the tlndercroft was left ullchallged-perllaps this
portioll was better preserved through havillg been but-
tressed 011 tIle westerll side by the Prior's Study - btlt ill
the southerll half 11ew vatlltillg with brick ribs was COll-
structed above the Norlllan piers. Tllat this work was
later thatl the building of the Chapel is ShOWll by tIle
fact that the vatlltillg under tIle latter, thOllgll son1ewhat
sinlilar ill design, is of cll1nch, not brick. An examil1a-
tion of tIle arcading of the west wall of the 11orth-east
wil1g (i.e. tIle ollter side of the east wall of the llorthern
part of the Great Hall) shews that the north-east willg
,vas origillally plalltled to extelld sOlI1ewhat further to

I. Tht: fact that the wooden braces under the purlins of the oak roof have
been c~t In the fortH of four-centred arehes is 110 evidence against this early
date, SInce four-centred arches are found in the inner tracery of the windows
of the Octagon which was finished ill 1328.
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the SOlltll, viz. as far as the plait1 Norl11alI btlttress \vIlich
still retllaills 111IcoveredI. As tIlis would l1ave left the
lIortherllnlost bay of the Hall (exclusive of tIle allte-
roon12

) altogether witllollt a V\ illdow, the sOlltIl wall of
the 110rth-east willg was set back a fe\\T feet to tIle 110rtll
se. as to allow of the illsertioll of a llarrow Willdow.
The walls of the New Hall alld the 110rtll-east Willg

were cOllstrtlcted as thill as possible, btlt sllfficiellt
stability was given to thell1 by a 11111ral arcade, the
pilasters of wl1icll were strellgthelled b)' external but-
tresses. The WilldoVlS of this New Hall, were probably
identical ill c!esigll,vith those ill this Willg; that is to sa)T
sqllare-headed Decorated ,vindo\vs of two lights, with
trallsonlS but withollt hood-Illoulds, placed Olle in eacll
bay of tIle 11111ral ar~ade. The fireplace alld cl1inI1ley
(delll01islled by Mr. Rowe ill 1883) was not ill the 111iddle
of the New Hall, but was 11earer tIle SOlltllern elld of the
westerll side. Between this chillllley and the chin1ney of
tIle Prior's Stlldy was a doorway (renloved by Mr. Rowe
in 1883 to the SOllth-west eorller of the presellt entrallce
hall) givillg access to tIle Stlldy froll1 tile Hall. This
doorway \tvas probat)ly tIle Olle which had beell COl1structed
ill 1324-25, sillce it differs fronl the t\VO existillg door-
ways in tIle allte-room alId frolll those ill tIle north-east
wil1g, \vhich are clearly of the sallle date as the Hall.
At the south-east allgle of the Ne\tv Hall was a 11ewel
staircase givi11g access to the leads of tIle roof, very
similar ill character to the one attached to the Paillted
Chamber of the I11firlllary.
The norther1llnost bay of the New Hall was partitiolled

off so as to fOrlTI a passage or allte-room, alld frolll this
passage a door ill the easterll wall opelled illt.O allotller
sl11aller passage \vhich gave access to tIle rOOll1 ill the
llorth-east Willg. Al10ther door in tIle easter11 corl1er of
the north \vall of the larger passage gave access to the

I. A Normall buttress is visible behind the fourteenth century buttress ih
the next bay, and perhaps another reluains imluediately to the south of the
present front door. 1'here is also one on tl1e west wall of the house.

2 The tiulbers of the roof of the Hall are U11worked in the northernlllost
bay, showing" that this was screened off frOtH the bo(ly of the Hall to fOrtll
an aute-rOOlll or passage.
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stairs leadil1g dOWlI to the Prior's Kitchel1, alld ~ third ill
the Satlle wall to the west, 011 a sOlI1ewhat higher level,
gave access to a passage comlIIl1llicating with the great
Guest-hall llOW the Deallery. As stated above it is 110t
certail1 wIletIler the 1llailI exterllal staircase opelled
directly frolll this passage at the llorth elld of the Great
Hall. The fireplace (which with its big chituney was
dell101ished by lVIr. Rowe ill r883) was on the west side
of the Hall, rather to the sotlth of the middle, its 'cet1tre
being. ill a line with the second pier frolll the south in
the ulldercroft.
The Hall possessed, apparelltly, a curb roof covered

with lead laid illl111ediately upon the' existil1g timbers.
The roof-of tIle 110rth-east wil1g was nearly flat like that
of the Paillted Challlber of tIle Infirnlary.
III order to raise the " hOllse" provided for the custody

of the tellths and fifteel1tlls, the "Strollg ROOlll" as we
l11ay call it, above the grolllld it was cOllstrllcted over a
vaulted porch opell at the eastern elld, whicll allowed
access to the tllirteellth celltury btlildillg to the north, of
whicll the· doorway still relllaills. Frolll this porch there
",ras 110 direct access to the house, but betweell the west
wall of the porch alId the east wall of the house was a
vaulted passage cOllstructed \vith a door at its south elld,
openil1g illtO a slllall yard, and at its 110rtherlI end a
1Iewel staircase COll1l11unicatillg with a passage above 011
the le'vel of the New Hall. FroIll this upp'er passage a
door opelled illtO the atlte-rOOlll or passage at the lIorth
elld of the Hall, alld at its south end a short flight of stolle
steps led to tIle double doors by ,vhich the strollg-roolll
was elltered. Tile hillge-hooks of the dOltble doors ,vere
laid bare in 190 9, and at the same ti1lle the mural arcade
with the carefttlly shttttered Willdows was Ullcovered.
Each of these Willdows was divided into four lights by a
lllUllioll and a trallS0111 ; the lights above tIle tralIS01ll were
close~ by shutters hUtlg 011 hooks in tIle side jalllbs ; the
lights below had slidillg ShtItters rttlll1illg ill groo\Tes.
The top groove was worked partly upon the inside of the
stolle trallsoill, which was l11ade wider thatI llsual for the
purpose, alId partly UpOll a projecting stolle strillg CotlrSe
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built into the wall 011 either side of the Willdow. The
lower groove WOllld appear to have beel1 \vorked in a
woodell sill restil1g partly OIl the stolle sill of the wil1dow
alld partly tlPOll a projectillg strillg course as before.
The holes by \vhich this woodell sill was affixed to tlle
stonework Inay still be seell.
AbOllt tIle lI1iddle or end of tIle fifteellth centtlry, (if

we 11lay jlldge fro111 their similarity to tIle \Villdo\vs ill
Bishop Alcock's btlildillgs ill tIle palaces at Ely alld.
DOW11hal11 as conlpared \\Tith tllose ill Bishop Goodricll's
buildillgS) larger 'WilIdo"rs were illserted ill the Hall, alld
at its sOlltherl1 elld, which had originally been lighted by
two \VilIdows I tIle ollter janlbs of w1Iich still relllail1 , a
large oriel Willdow \\Tas illserted with a castellated parapet,
very sinlilar ill cllaracter to tIle oriels at Qlleells' college
alId else\vhere. TIle iIlsertiol1 of tllis Wil1dow appa.rently
llecessitated SOllle alteratioll to the gable elId of the roof,
two rltde brick arches bei11g cOl1strtlcted 011 either side of
the oriel, perllaps ill order to carry a sOlllewllat thicker
wall.
About the same tillle a square stolle buildillg, contaill-

illg a staircase with a door at tIle bottoln opetlillg illtO
the sInall yard, was cOI1strllcted at the SOlltllerll elld of
the easteni side of the Prior's House. Prohably there
was a door illtO this staircase inll11ediately frollI the Hall,
as at presellt. It is likely that SUC11 a doorway wotlld be·
a good sized 011e of stolle (lil<:e the 011e remaillillg 011 the
llorth side of the staircase bllilditlg 011 tIle groulld floor)
alld it perhaps rel11aills behitId the lath alld plaster to
this day, tllOllgh tIle anti-Gothic rage of those who
destroyed the southern oriel illtlSt be taket1 illtO COllsider-
atioll. At the top of tllis sqllare btlildillg, tllat is to say
above the sta.ircase, was a s111all rOOl11 to whicll access
was given by Ineal1S of a projectillg staircase, sllpported
by a buttress 011 the soutll side, SOllle\\tl1at Sil11ilar to that
itl the Presidellt's lodge at Qtleells'. This sqllare stair..
case was probably cOllstrtlcted asa nleal1S of access to

I. These windows were apparently identical in design with two in the
side walls. It is noteworthy that in the eastern gable of the thirteenth
century Hall of the 1\lulonry there are also two \"indows.
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the latrines in the little back yard I
• At the bottom· of

the small newel staircase at the south-east angle of the
Hall there are the rell1aills of what was apparently a
garde-robe whicll was discarded ill the fifteellth century.
We call explain therefore why the squal~e stone building
did not becoll1e the frollt staircase till sOlne tinle between
1541 alld 1649. ,
What is now the front gardell appears to have con-

tained 011e ~r 1I10re snIal1 buildillgs, and was probably
\vhat W01Ild now be called a slllall back-yard. The east
wall of the frol1t garde11 (llearly parallel with tIle frollt
of the hOllse) incorporates a portion of a nIuch older wall,
alId mal1Y stol1es of a delllolislled bllildillg have beell dug
tIp close by.
Appare11tly ill 1541 tIle 111ail1 approach to the Hall,

now 1110dified in order to forlll a Canon's residence, ,vas
at the north-east corller by tIle "Staircase bllilt with
stone" (see ChllpIJ/,all, vol. I, p. 131) perhaps the stair-
case 110\V delnolislled of which however SOllle of the
vaultil1g can still be seell itl the little dressing room at
tIle 1lorth-east COrtIer of the maill btlildillg.
The 110rtl1erl1 wall of tlle presellt dinil1g room, to

wllich the great chimlley was perhaps a sOlnewhat later
additio11, apparelltly b~lo11ged to some allcient buildil1g,
later thatl tIle square staircase 111elltionecl above, sillce it
is built agaillst the soutl1erll btlttress ot the .latter
.bllildillg, btlt what the purpose of this buildillg was,
call110t be deter1uined 2

•

III 154 I the bllildillgS of the Prior's House-excltlsive
of the Prior's Kitchen 011 the llorth, the westerlll110st
portiol1 of the sC1Illery or kitchen lluderlleatll the Prior's
SttIdy, and the Prior's Chapel 011 the west-were allotted
to the holder of the 8tII stall, viz. JOh11 .Ward. The
I. It is noteworthy that there was originally no connection between this

staircase building' and the vanlted undercroft which forlns the present hall.
It is therefore evident that the present hall had not yet become the regular
approach.
2. The lUaSOl1ry of the lower part of the great chinlney (i.e. up to the

~aves) appears to be early, and probably not later than the fifteenth century.
Since there appears to have been originally 110 connection between this
building and the Prior's House, of which the Kitchen was far renloved, it
luny be surulised that it was originally a kitchen or ~c1111ery belonging to
one of the other houses, perhaps that of the sartQritls or camerarius"
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Prior's Study, called by the Commissioners " the Chapel
ChanIber" had beel1 recently Occl1pied by a Mr. Lee,
perhaps a secretary called 111 to assist Prior Steward at
the titl1e of the DissoItltion, perhaps the Prior's cllapIail1
(capellaJllts dOl1zz"nl' prior'is' tuentioned in a roll kept by the
Prior's treasurer itl the tillle of HetlryVIII,-see Ste'lvart\
p. 263).
The Prior's HotlSe is described by Henry VIII's

Coml11issiol1ers as follows :-
"The Ne\v Hall \vith the audit chanlber alId tIle

" Chapel chall1ber called Mr. Lee's cha111ber, with
"the hOtlSe alld vatllls tllereabouts, with a little
" gardell and pOl1ltry yard alld the ponds there2 alld
"the Chapel chaluber, alld parts of the 'kitchel1
" ullderlleatll tIle sal1le. The cllanlber at the hall
" door to be for all alldit cllamber ".

On the assl111lptiol1 tllat the nlain approac11 to tIle tIpper
portioll of tIle I10tlSe at tl1is tillle was by the stolle stair-
case melltiol1ed above, nanlelyat the llortll-east earlIer of
the Great 'Hal13, the descriptioll of the 11011se is perfectly
plain. The" Ne,v Hall " \vill be that 'Vl1icll, abol1t the
year 1345, replaced the Nornlan Hall above the 1111der-
croft. The ternl "New Hall" 111ay be dtle to tIle COll1-
parativelyrecelltrellovatiollwhicI} this halll1ad tllldergol1e
by tIle insertio11 of l1ew Willdows saUle forty or fifty
years previously. But, as a matter of fact, of all the
great halls withil1 the Abbey, it WOllld seel11 to be tIle last
constructed with the exceptio11 of the Black Hostel. The
"alldit chanlber" will be the chal11ber in tIle llorth-east
Witlg constructed at the sanle tinle, above all ope11 porcll.
TIle "Chapel Chanlber" is clearly Prior Cralldel1's Study.
TIle "audit chall1ber" which apparelltly is still to be

I. The Architectural History of Ely Cathedral. By the Rev. D. J.
Stewart, M.A. Van Voorst, 1868.
2. This little garden with the poultry yard and ponds 111ust have been on the

south of the hOllse. The foundations of a building parallel to the south end
of the house were visible in the tennis lawn in the dry SUlnlller of 191 I.
This building was about 9 feet wide, and its northern wall about IS feet from
the south wall of the present dining room. Its western wall was opposite
the door leading from the hous~ into the garden.
3· The reason for making- this sOluewhat narrow staircase the ulain

approach to the house was, doubtless, the retention by Dean Stewart of the
PnQr's Kitchen as well as the Chapel.

GI
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applied to the sallle use, is said to be "at tIle l1all door ",
a descriptiol1 wllicll well suits the easterll.wil1g 011 tIle
aSStllllptioll tl1at the hall \vas etltered from the nortll-east
corller. The gallery frolll tIle Stlldy to the Cllapel \vas
perhaps deulolished at tllis tiule, Sit1ce tIle Cl1apel itself
was retained bv the Deall.
Though tbe-'house thus divided off, perhaps suited the

lleeds of a DIall \vho had been a 1110llk, it was decidedly..
il1collvetliellt as a dwellil1g house, sillce itl additioll to
the Hall it contailled Olllv tIle Atldit R()01l1 Wllicl1 wa3
still to be devoted to its ea:'rlier purpose, the ante-room
to tIle Hall, WIlicll was little better thatl a passage, the
Prior's Sttldy, alId the little rOOlll over tIle sqllare sotlth-
easterl1 staircase. Moreover sillce tIle Prior's Kitchell
was retained by tIle Deall, tllere \\Tas 110 adeqtlate kitcllell
acconl1nodatio11; hence the nort}lerll llalf of tIle tlllder-
croft, wllicll ,vas cOl1llected witll tIle little kitcheIl or
scullery tInder the Prior~s Sttld~y' by tIle sl11all NorIllal1
doorway meIltiol1ed above, was COl1verted illtO a }{itcllell.
TIle existing wall betweel1 tIle pal1try alld the presellt
hall probably dates froll1 this tillle. U llder tIle clresser
on the SOllth side of the presel1t palltry tllere are traces
of a doorway. TIle reaSOll f()I" makillg tIle kitchell itl tIle
northern part of the ulldercroft ,vas dOllbtless dtle to tIle
fact that this ,vas separated frol11 tIle Prior's Kitcllell Ol11y
by a vvall. Moreover a door\vay led fro 111 it illtO tIle
valllted passage which had ll0W becol11e tile 11laitl el1trallce.
PerlIaps tlntil the pllllinge dOvVll of tIle Prior's I(itcIlell the
staircase whicll llad led fronl tIle latter bllildillg illto the
Hall lnay have beell conl1ected \vitll tIle llortllerll por-
tioll of the 1111dercroft, for ill the 11ortll-east corner of tIle
presellt kitcl1ell , tInder tIle llloderll 'Villdo\v, are ,vb.at
appear to be steps leadillg illtO the Prior's Kitcl1el1.
Probably at this time, vvllen tIle 1)artiti()11 ,vall ,vas

.
le" It is interesting" to reluark that the first holder of the 8th Callonry, John

Ward, was imluediately appointed 'freasurer to the new Dean and Chapter,
that the' compotus" he then dre\vup was evidently ulodelled 011 the forIll used
by the Prior and Convent, and that \Vard was probably a l11an of experience
and ability in finance. Is it not probable that we have here the reason why
he was selected to occupy the house belonging to the Prior? "-CnajJ/11a1l,
vol. I, p. 131.
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built across the underci·oft, tIle bases of tIle piers ill the
110rtherll llalf \vere cut dowl1 il1to all octagonal shape in
order to give nlore floor rOOlll. Since the capitals ho\v-
ever ill this llortllerll portioll are slightly 11lore developed,
the'octagol1al bases 111av be origil1al. 111 order to provide
the new kitchel1 with a fireplace, SOl11e stolle proj~ctions,

whicll carried the great woodell 111alltel-beamt were built
011 to ·two of the sell1i-piers 011 tIle "rest side. ·
Apparently both ill 154 I alld also in the latter half of

the sixteetltll celltllry, or early ill the sevellteel1th, wlletl
married Call011s wOltld be the rttle, efforts were luade to
illcrease the accoll1modatiol1 of the hotlse. The Hall was
divided into. two by a wall rOllgllly in a litle with the
central bllttress 011 tl1e easterl1 side. TIle 110rther11 por-
tiol1 WIlich seel1lS to 11a,re beel1 ceiled with a flat ceilil1g,
was·tnade into a parlOltr or dillillg-roonl; it was ",·armed
by a fireplace cOllstrltcted above tIle (llew) kitc-hell fire-
place and btlilt pat·tly agaillst the great Cl1il1l11ey of the
Prior's Stttdy. The stolle or clunch arch of tl1is fireplace
still retnains behitld the 1110dern grate'. 111 tIle southerll
elld of the 'chimlley whicll projected illto the rOOln was. a
small cupboard whicll still renlaills. This cupboard,
Wllicl1 was cODl1ected with the actllal Cl1itll11ey jt1st above ~

the fire by holes pierced itl the stolle, seel11S to have been
design.ed as a meallS of keepitlg the dill11er wart11. The
approach to tIle passage givil1g access to the Prior's Study
was by a stOtle doorway (rellloved by l'Ir. Rowe to the
present el1trall~e hall) which was sitllated betweel1 the
l1ew fireplace and the' partitiol1 which separated the
parlour frol11 the rest of tIle Hall. SOl11e,vl1at later, prob-
ably in the eighteenth celltttry, the sotlth-west corller of
the parlour was altered as at present, so as to l11ake a
way into the Sttldy directly fronl the Hall witholtt gOil1g
through the parlollr. .
At the same time that the I-Iall was divided illto two the

thin wooden partition which-had separated it from the-
ante-room at its 11ortherl1 el1d gave plac~ to a sOl11ewhat

'I. Thic; wooden mallt~l-beaU1was sawn through in the nineteenth cen-
tury to allow of the inse'rtiol1 of a 1uodern kitchen rang-e. The 1l0rtl1ern
,end ofit was found in 1911.' .
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Inore solid 'partitiol1 of wood and plaster. This ante-
rOOl11 was also ceiled alld divided illto two by a partition
(col1tailling a door) rUllnillg lI0rth alId south ill the very
celltre of the doorway which had formerly opelled 011 to
a staircase leadillg down illto the Prior's Kitchell, alld
which \vas 110W disused I

: a small bedroom was thus
formed to the llorth of th.e parlour. TIle remaining
portiol1 of the old ante-room to the east forlned a snlall
dark lobb,y, froll1 which on the west side Olle door opened
illtO the slllall bedl~ooll1 just Illelltiolled, olle, ill the south-
east corner into the parlour, and the other, ill the
eastern wall (viz. the doorway which had beell constrtlcted
ill 1345) into tIle lofty passage cOlnmUllicating at its
southerll elld ,vitll the audit rOOln, alld at its llortherll
end with tIle stone staircase (leading dO\Vll to the vattlted
passage below) the door of which was in the corller
between the easterll Willg alld the 11lain body of the
house. Perhaps about the same time, or more probably,
betweell r649 and 1660, the height of the lofty passage
just 1llelltiolled was greatly diIllil1isheci by the il1sertioll
of a fleor, in order to make a little room above it. As this
luade it impossible to use tIle old approach to the audit
rOOlll, a new doorway was Ctlt ill the llorth-east earlIer
of tIle parlotlr, [raIn wllicl1 a fevv straight woodell steps
led to the alldit room door. Remaills of the origillal
stolle winding staircase which gave access to the audit
roonl door fronl the passag-e still remain under the
present woodell steps, Olle of which can now be removed
so as to allow the old stone steps below to be seen. The
S111all rOOlll cOllstrllcted above the passage (laid bare ill
1909) had a door ill its southerll wall to which access
the!l as ll0W, cOllld 011ly be gailled fronl these steps. It
was lighted by all ullglazed window opposite tIle Willdow
ill the sOlltl1 ,val1 of the building. It is 110teworthy that
the oak beallls used in tIle constructioll of this little

".

I. This door,vay had perhaps been blocked up in 1541, when the Prior's
Kitch(~nwas retaIned by the Dean and was therefore separated frotH the house'
'l'he Prior's Kitchen was del1101ished in 1649, and the stone staircase at the
north-east corner of the house, which in T541 formed the luain approach to
the upper floor, luay have been destroyed at the saute tilue. In 1649 the
square south-eastern staircase had alrfiady become the main approach.
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room l1ad evidently been used before, and were probably
taken from some of the rece11tly delllolished buildillgs
of the monastery. There was eviderJtly 110 secol1d-hal1d
door available suitable for the purpose alId those' "rho
constructed the little rOOlI1 contellted themselves wit}l
two deal boards rotlghly 1Iailed together to form a door.
The accOnItl10~atiollof tIle hOllse ill spite of its size,

,vas still altogether inadeqllate, alld additiollal rOOll1S
were a llecessity. The southerll portioll of tIle Hall witll
its fireplace relllailled unchanged, alld 0PC11 to the oak
roof; but abo,re the bl1ildillg (sonIe 25ft. by 12) already
nlentioned as existillg at tIle south-east corller of the
square staircase buildillg, which had apparelltly been
origillallj· the kitchen or bakery of Olle of the other
lllollastic 110uses, a titllber btlildil1g was cOllstrllcted COII-
taini.llg two rOOl11S, Otle aproxilllately t\vice the size of the
otller. This btlildillg ,vas cOll11ected with the 111ail1 part
of the house by a sort of vvoodell porch, ,with a snlall
lobby above its easterll Ilalf; frolll ,,,hicll lobby a door
opened 011 to the sqllare staircase. The small rOODl
appears to Ilave beell a little buttery; the larger roon1,
as also the roonl above tIle staircase, ,vas used as a
servant's bedroolll. All opel1ing i11tO the south wall of
tIle square staircase btlildillg was lllade froll1 the porch,
btlt probably at a sOlllewhat later date. Fronl the
sllrvey of the 11011se 111ade in 1649 it is evidellt that· the
111aill approacl1 to the first floor was 110 101lger by the
11ewel staircase at tIle 110rtIl-east corller, as ill 154 I, btlt
by the square staircase at the south-east, as at presellt.
Crolllwell's cOll1nlissioners describe the house as it

,,'ould appear to otIe enteritlg by the presel1t dra\villg
room door:-

" Over the arclles a fair hall cOlltaillitlg ill latittlde
" 23 feet, in 1011gitude 3 I feet, covered ",.ith tyles,
" a little buttery with two sDlal1 rOOIUS fer servallts
"to lodge ill, at tIle left halId gOillg illtO the hall:
" alld Olle fair cllallIber llext the la11e going il1tO tIle
" COllrt yard. l\. d)'tleillg roanl adjoillillg to tIle 11all
"(col1tailling 19 feet wide) alld two lodgillg rOOlllS
" adjoil1ing ".
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TIle ditnel1sions·given to the hall exactly agree with
those of the drawing-roonl and adjoi11i11g bedroonl ; while
the " dYl1ei11g r00111" is clearly tIle presellt study together
witll the narrow passage 011 the lI0rth of it, which was
partitio11ed off ill 1883. The" fair cllamber next the
lal1e going i1ltO tIle court yard" is clearly Prior
.Craudell's Study.
Subseqtlelltly to r66o-to judge from ·the character of

the woodwork alld the brickwork, apparently in the last
half of the eigllthteentll cel1tllry-tlle Hall was converted
il1to a drawil1g-roolll. The walls were covered witll lath
alld plaster, hidillg the lllllral arcade, and tIle roonl was
ceiled at a cOllsiderablyhigherpitc11 tha11 the old "dY11eillg
roanl ". The oriel \vindow was replaced by a bow-willdow
wit11 sasIles. Betwee11 tIle dra\vilIg-roolll alld the old
" dYlleillg rOOlI1 " was left a l1arrO\V passage. Abotlt tIle
sallle til1le tIle grolll1d floor of tIle bllilding at the sOllth-
east, formerly the l{itchell of all0ther house (25 feet by
r 2 feet) ,vas COlI verted illto a dil1illg-rooln.
After 16·49, but at \VIlat precise period is l1l1kllOWll,

Prior Cratldel1's Sttld)T was divided illtO fotlr. By that
til1le tIle Chapel itself had probably beell converted into
a dwellillg hotlse. It '~·as still a Chapel in r649 (see
SleztJarl, p. 245) al1d all order "ras thel1 tuade for its
denlolitioll, the stol1e, tilll her, glass, irOll alld lead beillg
valtled at £ 33 17s. od. I It probably escaped destructiol1
by being ttlrlled il1tO a dwelli11g 11011se. The tll1dercroft
was l11ade into a kitcllell, alld a floor illserted ill the Chapel
itself so to COl1vert it illtO t"ro storeys (see J/~71Ikz"1l'S

"Archreologia " vol. xiv. 105, Ill, 112; xix. 366, 368).
TIle doorway was at tIle "Test elld, and a lean-to porch
,\Tas COllstrtlcted bet\veen the l)uttresses to conllect this
with tlle ttlrret staircase. i\t tIle top of tl1is staircase
t llere are traces ()f S0111e sort of porcll over the presellt
door illtO the Chapel. Tllere \vere t,vo rOOl1IS and a
passage on eacll floor; tIle staircase to the top storey

--- -. ---------
I. The Chapel in 1649 \vas coyered with lead \vhich, with the iron was

yalued at no less than ,{23 2S. 0(1. It lllay be conjectured that ,the lead ':Vas
reuloved as being the tllost valuahle part of the fabric, ann that the vault~ng
then becatne unsafe, and either Pell in or '~las rellloved, a tiled roof beIng
then put on when it was Blade into a dwelling house.
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was at tIle west el1cl of tIle sOlltIl "raIl. .i\.t what till1e it
was cOll11ected witl1 the larger 110ilse is uncertain; ill
1801 it was still a separate dwellillg house antI belollged
to the Deallery. It was jC)illed to tIle Prior's HOllse by
nlakillg a door\vay ill the south-west corller of tIle present
drawing-rooIll alId relll0villg tl1e 110rtll-east Willdo'v of
the Chapel. In 1846 it was discoll1lected from the house
alld restored to. its origiilal tlSe as a chapel. Duril1g the
alteration of the house ill 1882-3, several fragInents of
clunch images were fOll1ld over the head of a doorway in
the south-west corlIer of the tIleIl kitchell, i.e. opposite
the present pantry door. That ~these ill1ages belollged
to Prior Craudell's Chapel was proved by the presellt
Deal1, Dr. Kirkpatrick, who discovered that part of a
human face exactly fitted a brokell stolle on the south
side of the Chapel. It has beetI restored to its original
positioll, but is clearly distitlgttished by its whiten.ess.
Soute of tIle passage wllicll cOl111ected the Chapel with
the Fair Hall-now the hotlSe of tIle Headlllaster of the
Kil1g'S School-vvas still rell1aillillg in 181 7.
Duritlg tIle eighteenth cellttlry, apparelltly abotlt tIle

tinle that the sOtlthern portiol1 of the origillal Hall was
cOIlverted into a drawillg-rooIl1, the roof of the north-east
witlg, or " Audit ROOIII " to 11se the Ilallle of 154I, ,vhicll.
,vas 1learly flat, was relle\ved, alld \vas givel! a slightly
increased slope. The" Al1dit ROOIII " itself was ceiled.
and likewise the short staircase leadillg to it. The little
rOOl11 which l1ad beell il1serted abo\Te the origil1al
passage was closed, and el1tirely hidde11 by plaster, the
l1ew ceiling of tIle sllort staircase beil1g put at a le,:el
whicll WOllld lla\re partly blocked tIp the door, if it 1Iad
still beel1 tlsed, a1Id wllich did acttlally cover tIle top of
the \Villdow ill the otlter wall. It is IIOt iUlprobable that
the divisloll of Prior .Cralldetl's Stttd)T itlto fOl1r roon1S
was made at the saUle til1le, alId that tIle rOOlI1 110W tlsed
as ·adillillg-rool11, which had beell origillally the kitchel1
or bakery of al10tIler house was tIlell adapted to its presel1t
purpose. Tllis rOOlll appears to lIave been lighted
origil1ally by two windows 011 tIle 110rt11, as well as by
011e or more on the south. Of the former, 011e was partly
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blocl{ed up by the cOllstructioll of atlother fireplace to tIle
west of tIle great chimlley, the other beillg closed S0111e-
what later, perhaps on aCCOlll1t of the Willdow tax. It is
110t ilnprobable tIlat tIle windows ill tIle sOllth wall of
the bedroom ill the nortll-east willg (i.e. the "Audit
Room ") were blocked up for the Satl1e reason, the walls
of tIle rootn beil1g afterwards covered witll lath and
plaster so as to hide all traces of the mural arcadet

• A
wall was bllilt across tIle llndercroft so as to provide a
pal1try adjoitling the kitchell; the southerll portiol1 of
the lllldercroft \vhicll 110W becallle the elltrallce llall was
tllUS redllced to a sqtlare with one pier ill the centre.
Abollt the sal11e tillle the sqtlare staircase appears to have
beel1 altered so as to 111ake the approach to it frOtll tIle
porch or lobby cOllllectillg the dilling-rool11 with tIle
vatllted Ulldercroft.
Early ill the l1il1eteellth cel1ttlry extellsi,re alterations

seenl to have beell 111ade ill tl1e presellt dining-roonl, a
sort of alcove cOlltaillil1g a Willdow was built otlt on its
south side; 011 its east side a sl11all room was cOllstrtlcted
bet\veen it and the gardell wall, alId adjoillillg this rOOlII,
per}laps a little later, all0ther small room \vas added on
the sotlth. The roof of the tilnber building above the
dillil1g-roolll (the little btlttery alId servallts' bed-roolIl of
1649) was brollght dOWll 011 tIle south side so as to roof
the 11e\V addition to the dillillg-rooI11. The origillal
windows of the upper st()rey cOllstrtlcted belIeath the
eaves were thus blocked tIp.
No further alteratiol1 of any il11portallce was nl~.de itl

the 110use till the deatIl of Call0l1 Jarrett ill 1882, \V11el1
mtlch of the strllcture, especially Prior Cralldell's Study,
wllicIl was of timber, was fOlllld to be ill a dilapidated
C01Iditioll. It was evident that the house COllld not be
left as it was, alld Mr. Reynolds Rowe, architect to the
Deal1 alld Chapter, was ll0t lllI11atllrally consulted about
its restoration Ul1fortullately Mr. Rowe was el1tirely
destittlte of allY alltiquarian feeling, and his recommelld-

1. 1~hat the lath and plaster covering of the walls was later than the
present ceiling is clear, since the ceiling frOIll the first extended to the
ac tual walls,
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ations which were ultimately adopted were deplorable.
Prior Crauden's Study was demolished altogether, with
the exception of its splendid fir"eplace, for which Mr.
Rowe could not find another place sufficiently large,
and a hideous passage of white brick with a staircase
like that of a sea-side lodging-house was constructed in
its stead. The beautiful little doorway which had once
given access to Prior Crauden's building and which
~ight well have been left ill szlu was removed to the
sOltth-:west corner of the present entral1ce hall; the big
fourteenth century chilnney was pltlled down, and a
Norman doorway in the kitchen which Mr. Rowe
tholtght too narrow for modern reqttirements was lttterly
destroyed. Windows supposed to be of fourteenth
century design were illserted, not only in the present
hall, where there was some eXCltSe for them since the
vaulting was of fourteenth century date, but also in the
kit~hen and (present) pantry where there was nothing
belonging to this period, and, as a crowning absurdity, ill
the 110rth wall of the square staircase immediately above a
Tudor arch. The old studded door gave place to one of
quasi-ecclesiastical design, and the leaded windows gave
place to plate-glass. The only good feature of the
"Rowe storation" of the house, to qltote a pun of
Bishop Woodford's, was the removal of the pantry, by
which the southern part of the undercroft was restored
to the dimensions of 154!, and the openitlg up of the
fine oak roof. In order to provide roonlS to compensate
for those which were pulled down, the pitch of the
c~ilings of the rooms on the first floor was altered, that
of the drawing-room being considerably lowered, and
that of the other room somewhat raised. The gable
roof of the square staircase building which hitherto had
been unconnected with the main roof was now continued
westward in order to construct a staircase from the
south'ernmost attic to the little room above the staircase.
In pulling down Prior Crauden's Study the upper
(traceried) portion of the window in the weste~n wal~,

i.e. opposite the great fireplace, was discovered; it is of
oak, and is now preserved in the triforium. of the

HI
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Cathedral. The tracery is of reticulated pattern and has
a square head; the width of the frame from outside to
outside is 6 feet 7 inches, and the height of the traceried
part 4 feet 6 inches. 'l'he window was of three lights,
each I foot 5 inches wide, but its original height is
ul1known since the mullions have not been preserved.
In the south wall, a few feet from the west end, and like
the window covered with lath and plaster, there was
also found an oak doorway jointed into the franling of
the partition. This doorway, which is also preserved
in the triforiunl, is 8 feet 3 inches high, 5 feet 6 inches
wide, from outside to outside, and 6 inches thick, the
one side of it flat the other deeply moulded; the door
opening is 7 feet 3 inches high and 3 feet 7i inches
wide, and has a pointed-arched head. It is evident that
this door\v'ay was constructed to give access to a gallery
leading to the Chapel door. [See Chapmall vol. I,
p. 128J.
The only changes since 1883 have been the bringing

to light of ancient features concealed by plaster, namely
a stone arch in the vaulted passage 011 the left-hand
side of the door of the room in the ground floor of the
north-eastern wing, alld a semi ...pier 011 the western side
of the kitchen to which had been built a support of the
great chimney beam nlentio11e~ above. These were
laid bare ill 191 I. The l~th and plaster covering the
arcade in the " Audit Room " was reul0ved in 1909, and
the little room constructed above the passage was
opened up at the same date. The little spiral staircase
at the south-east corner of the present drawing-room
was opened up in 1913, and the window on the north
side of the dining-room was re-opened at the same time.
Portions of the original mural arcade of the Great

Hall are concealed beneath the lath and plaster of the
present drawing-room. It is to be hoped that it may be
pos~ible at some date to llncover these, and also to bring
to light the original fireplace of the "dyneing room",
the present study. In the wall-arch over the fireplace
of the Great Hall remains of a fresco, described by Mr.
Rowe as " two bishops, etc., under a c~nopy of fourteenth



century type" were discovered in 1882-3. The northern
part of this fresco still remains in the little lobby
ilnmediately outside the prese11t drawing-room door, but
is almost obliterated.
Another improvement which could add greatly to the

comfort and convenience of the house would be to
restore the kitchen to the dimensions which it had in
1541 , and to convert it to a dining-room. It is much to
be hoped that the present passage on the west of the
house nlay some day give place to a building more
worthy of Prior Crauden's noble fireplace, alId that the
vaulted undercroft of Prior Craudel1's Chapel may be
restored and put to a more h0110urable use.
The present writer's indebredness to earlier studellts

of the architecture and history of the Prior's House,
especially to Archdeacon Chapman, will be abundantly
evident from the references to their works. He desires
also to record his great obligatio11 to Mr. S. Inskip Ladds
who has not only read this article both in nlanuscript
and in proof with the greatest care, but has also given
no small amount of help in criticisms and suggestions.
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