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A ROMANO-BRITISH VILLAGE IN
HUNTINGDONSHIRE.

BY J. R. GARROOD, M.D.

The field in which excavation has beetl going on for over
three years is calle(l Stockitlg Close. It is of an irregular
rhomboidal shape and stands at atl elevatioll of about 150 ft.
fornling part of the South Watershed of tIle Nene Systenl.
It lies at the extrel11e South-East corner of Sawtry Judith
Parish; al1d is alnlost surroul1ded by Monks' Wood. Ord.
Survey 2511 sheet 230 XIII., 19°1.
Mawer I states that "stockil1g" meal1S ill middle English

"clearing of stocks" (logs) and later "piece cleared of
stocks" .
No btlildings except a modern bUllgalow have beell known

to exist on the site.
The soil is blackish and contrasts with the l1eighbouritlg

fields which are of yellow bottlder clay with chalk and
flill ts.
l'he discovery was nlade by Mr. A. Banks, the son of the

OWl1er, who noticed that some pottery which turned up
Whetl pUttitlg in a deep draill \\yas sinlilar to a Roulallo-
British urn he had seen.
A nunlber of trial holes were made, alld it was fOUlld that

the area where remains were most nunlerous was roughly
oval and jtlSt 011 the North slope of the field near the Cetltre.
Over nlost of tllis area yellow clay was reached at abOtlt
I ft. 6 illS. and the hunlus was about 9 illS. thick, leavillg
abotlt 9 ins. of occupational remaills; but in variOtls places
a greater depth was reached, viz. 2 ft. 6 ins. to 4 ft. These
(leeper parts appear to be trellches, one of which is now
beil1g excavated; tllis has been further explored by meal1S
of a halld borer. It appears to run roughly E. and W. and
straight for abotlt 200 ft., the11 turns at either end towards
the loV\"er groul1d. It is probably a drail1, as a s111all
tribtltary ",'"as fOUIld.

111 sectiol1 the trel1ch is 7 ft. across, tapering· to a foot or
less at about 4 ft. belo\v the presel1t level.

I. 1'he chiefelelucllts llsed ill English Place Natues, p. 57-
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A certain amount of clay has slipped in fronl the South,
al1d for the rest it appears to have beell filled gradually,
partly by rain\vash, al1d partly as a rubbish dunlp and
kitchen midden.
Snlall groups of stolles, oftell burll t, occur at various

levels acconlpanied by fragmel1ts of bOlle, pottery al1d
charcoal, but ,vithout llluch burllt clay. In the floor of tIle
trellch are Sl11all depressiollS filled with ashy soil, bOlles alld
charcoal.
There is a rough pavenlellt to the SoutIl of the ditch,

about 3 ft. wide, which is boullded 011 tIle fllrther side by a
low ballk of fine gravel alld chalk. 1'he soil below the
paving is dark and ashy, while beyolld the batIk it is burnt
red. 'rhe pottery fOUlld 011 alld bet\veen the stolles is 211d
al1d 3rd Century. It appears that this was a kitchell, and that
ashes alld rubbish were throWl1 illtO the ditch; though
cool~illg t90k place ill it froll1 til11e to tinle.
A 1lull1ber o-f hearths have beell excavated; al1d a typical

specill1en 11as all area of about 6 sqtlare ft.: it COllSists of
alternatillg- la)7ers of ash alld charcoal, btlrtlt clay, al1d
yellow clay.
In addition to the above, slllall, alld probably telllporary,

hearths occur. Tlley are scattered all over the groulld
exca\,"ated.
No post holes or allY other evidellce of huts have been

fOUlld yet, bllt fragmel1ts of the ordillary flal1ged rOOfitlg
tiles OCCllr fronl time to time; also snlall pieces of burnt
datlb.
1'he charcoal has been exalllil1ed by Mr. Tonl Harris, of

~he ~otal1Y ?chool, Cambridge, and he provisionally
Idelltlfies Sallx, Alder, Buckthorll, Ash, al1d possibly
Hornbt:am.
Miss Bronlhead has idel1tified the followitlg in MOllks'

Wood :-Hazel, Maple, Oak, Ash, Privet Hawthorll Black-
t~orn, Rose, Willow (various), Poplar, Crab, Elm,' Silver-
bIrch, al1d Dogwood.
A rough system of the stratification of the site appears

clear:-
(~.) A superficial layer which is nearly black.
(11.) A deep layer ofgrayish colour with sonle admixture

of clay, often ill bands.
(iii.) Boulder clay.

There is 110 e\Tidence that allythil1g has beell disturbed
since the Britolls left, llor that allyone has lived on the site
since.
Pottery is nlost conl11lon itl the upper layers; the bottom

layer contains 1110re bones than pottery.



A :ROl\tA-NO-E:RITlSa VI~LAGE OF HUNTINGDONSllIR~. 91

THE FINDS.
STONE. A flillt scraper 1-5 ins. by 2-0 illS. was fotlnd at a

depth of I ft. 6 illS.; a small thunlb scraper 0'7 ins. diallleter
from the 'clay', and half a dozen other flakes showing
human work111al1ship; a fragnlent of a narrow rubstone
from the deep layer.

IRON. Between three alld four hUlldred nails have been
fOUlld ill and near the ditch; they are two to three inches
l011g, wit}l a few tIp to five inches; the heads are flat and
about half an inch across, most are betlt and usually
associated with charcoal, hurllt stol1es, etc.
There is no evidence that they formed part of allY

structure ill situ and are probably the result of USillg old
building lllaterial as fuel; usually the:y' come flonl the
superficial layer and are associated in sonle cases with
Sanliall pottery.
A slightly curved kllife (No_ 21) with b~oken tang is

6·S ins. lOllg al1d 0·9 illS. broad; it catl1e fronl the superficial
layer l)ring horizontally amongst ash alld bones, the heel
~lopes forward and the tang is ill litle with the back, which
IS concave.
A portion of a sinlilar kllife, and possibly a razor: it is

curved the opposite way and "hollow grotllld ". An ox goad
(No. 22), alld a socketed point (No. 23) 3-1 ins. IOllg. Similar
to those described by Ge1leral Pitt Rivers from WOOdC11tS
atld Rotherley. Also from the superficia~ layer.
IrcJ1l slag is found at all levels.
BRONZE. A hairpill with the point broken, 3-5 illS_ long,

has a spiral groove just below the head, where its diameter is
0·1 ins. Similar grooves cover the ovoid head which is
0-2 illS. ill diameter. It comes frolll the superficial layer,
I ft. from the surface.
A brollze button with hollowed top, just over 0·5 ins.

diameter, having a sllallk 0'3 ins. long with atl oblong
perforatiotl, alld two otller snlal1 fragnlents of bronze were
found; all ,,"ere fronl the superficial la~y·er. No coins have
yet been fOUlld_
BONE. A hanlmer nlade fronl the lower part of a red

deer's al1tler, has all oblong perforation 1·5 ins. by 0"7 ins.
1'his appears to llave beell cut with a 11arrow nletal gouge.
It was partly btlrl1t al1d shows cOIlsiderable signs of use. It
came froln a depth of 2 it restillg 011 the clay. (PI. 11.).
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The scapula of a small horse shows wear on the spine; it
was probably used as a shovel.
A pill or borer fornled from the splint bOlle of a horse

came frouI the 'deep' layer of the trellch. It is ill its
natural state, but 110 other horse bOIIes were found near.
Two snIal1 fragmellts of bOl1e pins 0·15 ins. ill diall1eter;

both from the trench.
The Metacarpal of all ox which has been cut square at Olle

end, all faces beillg trimll1ed except the posterior.

ANIMAL REMAINS.

MAN. A fragment of a right frolltal bOlle was fOUlld ill a
depressiol1 in the origillal surface just North of the trench,
alld another which fits it, from tIle trench. The skeletoll of
a ne\v borl1 baby' was fOUlfd just 110rth of the trellch.
Bones of food aniulals are very nUlllerous: they are

largely those of young al1iulals, and are found at all levels.
They are generally brokel1.

OXEN. These are usually of the size of Bos Iongifrolls,
and a large number of the bones are those of yOUIlg anitnals.
Metacarpals are about 165 mm. long, and 85 to 92 111m.

circunlference.
Metatarsals 195 111rn.lollg, and 81 to 95 mID. circumference.
These measurements are about the same as those from

Glastonbtlry.
A Tibia is 300 nlm. I011g, alld a Radius 277 nl111.
Horn cores are not l1UUlerotlS ; they vary ill diameter from

50 to 30 nInl. and are similar to those of Bos IOllgifrons.
Lower Jaw bones. Three have five alld two have six

cheek teeth. One of the fornler came from the clay.
The third lobe of the last nlolar, where erttpted, is much

the same size as that of a nl0derll six toothed ox. It differs
in this respect from the five tootlled ox of Glastonbury.
(Bos Sylvestris). At All CaJlnillgs, all lower jaws had six
teeth.
No skulls were got out complete; the horns appear to

have beell rellloved as they are by btltchers to-day.
Thus we have both of the ktlOWl1 varieties of donlestic

Cattle; alld it is to be presunIed that most of the young
animals were killed off before winter.
SHEEP. These are numerous. Lower jaws are about

155 mrns. long. Metacarpals are 127 mms. long and
Metatarsals 117 mms.-similar to those frolll Glastonbury.
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The lellgth of the tooth row is 70 to 75 mIllS., which is
rather longer thal1 those at All Ca11nings. l'he remains
occur at all levels.
PIG is frequent: it has not yet beell fOUIld 011 the clay

layer. The jaws are rather small, about half the size of a
big " Gloucester Spot " boar.
HORSE. A few teeth, slllallleg bones al1d scapula were

found. They correspond in size to the celtic pony.
RED DEER. A portion of feet al1d al1tler were found;

they caU1e fronl all1evels.
ROE DEER. One phalallx.
DOG. Olle llearly complete skeletol1 from the deep layer

of the trench, a1Id portions of the skull of allother were
found. The basal lel1gth of the skull is 165 I11nl and
breadth 90 111n1.; the lower jaw 130 I11n1.; femttr 147 mm.
and tibia ISO mm. The aniulal was a little larger than a big
fox terrier.

~'hese 111easuren1ellts agree fairly well with those from
Glastonbury and All Cannings.
SHELL FISH, ETC. Over 60 oyster shells hav'e been

recovered; SOUle were qllite iUln1ature, alld Olle has 110t
been opelled. They COllIe fronl the superficial and deep
la~yers only.
'l'wo shells of the salt water 111tlSSel alld two fish vertebrae,

10 mUl. dian1eter alld 9 nlUl. in lellgth occurred.
Fossil shells of Gryphea recurvata are very ntlnlerous,

they n1ay have been collected for some purpose; a s11lall
quantity of egg shell was fOUlld at a depth of 2 ft. 2 ins., just
below the ashy layer of the trel1cll.
POTTERY is plel1tiful, but tl1ere are no C'.onlplete vessels.
Gellerally speaking, the deeper the sherds lie the more

akil1 tlley are to La 'l'elle types.
An analysis of 3,411 pieces gives Iro1l Age Types 3·4 %.

Ir011 Age'l'ype but with evidence of Roman influellce ill
the luethod of manufacture 11·4 %; fille, thil1 Castor Ware
5.6 %, Sanlian 1·7 %, alld gritted ware 18°4 %. Much of tIle
remail1der is well made, and may have COnle frol11 Castor,
while a considerable quantity is rough, poor stllff which was
probably made locally.
I. Part of a wheel-l11ade carillated vessel of grey paste,

with snlooth, dark browll slip; there is Olle sn1all cordoll
and Olle girth groove above the carina; diameter 6 ins.
1'he upper part appears to have beell brol~ell away alld
levelled at a girth groove; the celltre of the base is nlissitlg.
Found lyillg 011 the clay, Sil11ilar to specil11ells fronl Welwyn,
Colchester, etc.
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2. Part of a wheel-made bowl of similar pottery to No. I,
7'5 ins. dianleter; 3 illS. high. The base is destroyed and
the lower part bears evidence of illjury by fire. 1'he rim is
out-bellt; Sholllder sharply curved alld the two form all
" S " curve. Evidelltly the base \\ras fairly snlall. (PI. I.).
3. Fragll1ellt of globular vessel-grey to browll gritted

ware, with a fairly Sl1100th black outer coat. The straight,
slightly bevelled rinl 11as a cordoll imnlediately below;
belleath this is all illverted ledge. (PI. 11.).
4. Fragulellt of globular halld l11ade vessel, of coarse,

very dark grey pottery, with llunlerous large fragtl1el1ts of
chalk. The surface is smooth; the rim is a little thickelled
on the inside alld slightly illbent. Dianleter 5 ins. From
the deep layer of trellcll.
5. A similar specil11en bttt with the rim slightly bellt

out. Dianleter 6 ins. (PI. 11.).
Four other fragll1el1ts of hal1d-Il1ade dark khaki pots,

lighter illside, with slightly thicl{ened rims. The gel1eral
s11ape of these vessels was a trullcated ovoid.

6. }4"ragnlents of a halld-ulade, salldy, ovoid pot, grey
outside, light buff withill; slightly beaded rim, belleath
which is a flattelled band. Diall1eter 5 ins. at the rim.
From the clay layer.
7-I(). Fragments of vessels resemblil1g Swarlillg 22 to

27, but of soft light red ware. Gellerally salldy, but some-
tinIes soapy, with a grey core. 1'here is 110t uluch grit ill
the paste. (PI. 11.).
The rinIs are out-bellt alld vary ill thicktless.
Six have one or two bold cordons 011 the lleck, and 011e

has rather faint cross hatchillg on the balld below the
secolld cordoll. One 11as a pre-firing perforation beneath
the rim, a little over 0'1 illS. in dianleter. Dianleters: 4 ins.
to 7 ins. at rims.

I I. The one base of this grottp is flat, 2'4 ins. ill dianleter.
There are fraglllents of five sinlilar vessels, but with

browll, soapy surface. Olle is 4 ins. dianleter at rim and
8'4 at shoulder. Nearly all of these caUle ironl the deep atld
clay levels.
A fraguIent, possibly of a Butt beaker, sinlilar to Swarling

34, is covered with bal1ds of roulettillg, SOUle of wl1ich over-
lap. It is of hard buff clay, with a grey core, but has
evidelltly beell in the fire. It was ill the boulder clay.
24. A light red cup with much chalk ill the paste,

3'5 illS. dianleter, 3-3 illS_ at the rinl and 2 illS. 'high, snlall
out-bellt rim, bulgillg body alld hollowed base, recessed
iuternall)!; though of crude nlaterial it is of delicate and
attractive design. It came fronl a depth of 4 ft. in the
trench. (PI. I.).



96 A ROMANO-BRITISH VILLAGE IN HUNTINGDONSHIRE.

The llext grOtlp cOtlsists of rinIs of six vessels of light red
to black, soapy gritted ware, 1110ulded with atl iotler flatlge
as for' a cover. One is a bead rin1; tllree show defitlite
undercutting, atld Otle traces of it. Three show five
horizotltal striatiol1s below the Shotllder; covers for sinlilar
pots in ltldia are of w·ood.

12. The 1110St conlplete specinIen llas a dianleter of
4·3 illS. at the rinl, alld 4-g ill. at the shoulder. The width
of the flange is 04 ins -others are llarrower. (PI_ l.).
No. 12 was lying on the clay; other specinlells caUle from

the deep laJer.
TIle type reselllbles Olle frolll Abingtoll Pigotts: Fox,

Proc. Pre_ hist. Sot. E. Ang_ IV. Part 2. Fig. 2. E. alld All
Call1lillgS. Plate t36. I a. A Silllilar type of soft creanlY clay
has a sligl1t groove on the upper surface of the out-bent
rinl It canle from the deep lay~er of the trellch.
13. A vessel of hard grey paste and surface with rather

thick out-bel1t rinl; a globose bod)' alld inward sloping
straight neck. Dianleter at rinl 4-5 ins. al1d 7-6 illS. at the
nliddle of the bo.dy. A low cordon, boullded by girth
grooves, lIes at the JUI1Ctioll of the neck alld shoulder, which
has a cOlltinuous "N" balld rather roughly executed.
There is allother girtll groove at the lo\ver part of the
body. Probably Claudiall.
14. Fragments of rinl atld lleck of a vessel 6 illS. ill

diauleter at the lip, of very hard gre)· pottery. The 11eck is
ornanlellted with two cordolls boullded by girth grooves,
there being a large atlgtl1ar corrugatioll betweell the two;
its upper part has a row of faint diagol1al scratches.
IS. A small bowl, roughly wheel-nlade. of hard grey

salldy paste al1d surface. has a flat, nlOtllded. undercut rilll
of 5.6 illS. dialneter. 1'here is a sharp allg1e where the
nearly vertical side slopes to the base which is 2-3 illS.
diameter. It bears a well defil1ed " pull off" nlark:. There
is a girth groove just above the allgle, and two, faillt 011es
beneath the rim. From the deep layer of the trel1ch.
A Sil11ilar bowl but ",rith reeded rilll alld less nlarked

allgle; comes frolll a depth of 2 ft. which is about the POil1t
of jtlllctiol1 of superficial and deep layers.

CASTOR WARE. A portioll of a hUll t cup, of cream paste
and browll-black surface; has a nloulded rim alld hollow
base, l·g illS. ill diallleter_ The body, which is decorated
with a device of greyhOUJlds chasil1g a deer, has a luaxinlunl
dianleter of 5 illS. TIle ornanlel1ted portioll is bordered
and di,rided by rows of dots. This canle fronl the super-
ficial layer, depth I ft. 9 illS., alld probabl~y' dates frol1l th-e
secol1d half of the secolld celltury.
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Fragl11ellts of a Silllilar vessel with plain rim show an
ornall1etIt of barbotil1e lattice work pail1ted light red 011 a
browl1-black surface.
Other forms of orl1amel1t fOUlld are :-Roulettillg ill

,"arious fornls; scale ornalllellt ; radiatillg lines ofbarbotil1e,
pail1ted creall1; alld fitle roughcast.
Otlly Olle COfllice rinl was fOltnd, the rest beillg 1110ulded

Of plaitl.
These are usually later than tIle second ce"ntury.

'_l------J?
16

/9.

&1

/8.

INDENTED BEAKT{RS. Two have been restored alld are of
white paste. with a grey surface. Olle is snIooth with 1learly
vertical sides; it has six illdelltatiolls ",vith grooves at
the shoulder alId body, alld overhal1gillg moulded rin1.
Measure111ellts :-Heigllt 5·5 ins.; dian1eter at rint 4 illS. ;
nIaxill1ulll dianleter of body 4·5 ins.
The other specill1en has a hard salldy surface with a

sinIilar rilll, bllt a high shoulder and tapering body. l'here
are five indelltations; the foot is splayed, hollow, alId has
three cOllcelltric grooves. Height 6'5 illS.; diameter at
rinl 4 ins.; 111axinlul11 diauleter of body 5 illS.; dianleter
of base 2 ins., I ft, 9 illS.

20. A sl11all, black, thill, globular vessel witIl gelltly
curvillg neck, has light red paste, and a highly polished
surface, l'here is a titly bead rim, alld rows of fitle
roulettil1g 011 the body. MaxinIull1 diameter, about 3'5 ins.,
and 2 illS. at the rim. FroIll tIle superficial layer, probably
inlported.
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16. Fronl the deep layer comes a plate of light red salldy
ware, the sallle colour throughout. It is 1'1 ins high, and
607 illS. diameter at the rim, alld 5·3 ins, at the base.
The side is set at all angle to the base, alld the plaitl

vertical rinl has a rounded lip. Externally the base shows
cOllcelltric grooves, and internally it is botl1lded by a slight
ledge. There are a few fragnlellts of red stOtle ill the
paste, but they are present both ill alld outside. This is
the lllost complete specinletl foulld; COI1Sistitlg of twetlty-
Olle fragnletlts; only one snlall piece is missing.

SAMIAN W.A.RE. This was sUlall in qualltity alld frag-
metlts, alld was cOllfined to the superficial layer.
The following were found :-
Forul 36 D. burllt to chocolate colour, 10 illS. diameter.
Form 38 D. in the same conditiol1.
Fornl 33 D. tbe same.
Fornl 31 D. and several small nloulded rinIs.

The following Potter's marks occur:-
A T V S M at a depth of 8 illches, possibly

C I N T U S.M. Lezoux late 11. and early Ill, cellt.
TA. . . from a depth of 2 ft.

P R I se. · . from a depth of 2 ft. 10 illS., perhaps
P R I S C V S. Lezoux 11. cellt.

17. A grey pedestal base with a flat foot which Catlle
from the superficial layer, above the stolle pavel11etlt;
dianleter 2 ins.
Hard grey pottery with rouletted alld other simple

ornamel1t is conlmOll ill the two upper layers.

MORTARIA. One rinl of hard, salldy, creanl pottery, fronl
the superficial layer, is of first cel1tury type, but without
abrasive particles in the rinl.
Allother, a hanlnler head of creanl paste al1d 11ink surface,

with blaLI{ particles, is probably 3rd or 4th cel1tury.
A specinlen which appears Silllilar to 166 Wroxeter has

pale pink surface atld black particles. (3rd to 4th Cetltury').
A 11umber of sinlilar fragments have beel1 found.

180 A bowl with reeded flange 9 illS. in dial11eter; of hard,
buff, salldy paste. l'he bltlntly carillated side bears a
shallow groove at the atlgle, al1d the - lower portioll is
blacketled.
This class of bowl is early 2nd Cetltury at Caerleol1.

STORE JARS. Most of these are made of very coarse,
gritted pottery, red or yellowish red; one rinl is pale
pink.
The majority are hand nlade, though two are well turned;

some have combing.
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Two have square sections, thickelled rims; varying tn
dianleter from 12 illS. to 16 ins.
The bases are plain and appear to be from 4'5 illS. to

6 ins. in diameter.
01le fairly complete is wheel made, of creanl paste, alld

snIooth grey surface. It has a slightly everted 11loulde<1
rilll, and a short neck rtlnning illto a well rounded body.
Dianleter at rinl, 10 illS., alld at the shoulder over 12 illS.
There are 3 poorly executed girth grooves on the shoulder"

double in places. Came from the deep layer of the trench.

COOKING POTS. Of soft brown to black gritted ware with
thickened. outbetlt rims are found at all levels above the
clay; typical measuremellts are :-rim ·7 ins.; shoulder
7'8 illS. ; base 4 ins.; height 8'5 ins.
19. A flanged, nlortar-like bowl of pink paste with cream

slip-7 ins. in dianleter; 2'5 ins. ill height.
The vertical rinl is groov"ed on the upper surface and the

flange bears two corrugations, the lower of which is grooved.
The mouth is plaill; it probabl~y' belongs to the end of the
4th century, (PI. Ill.).

FLAGONS. Portions of seventeell were found. Three
specinlens are probably first century,
The halldles have one. two, alld four reeds,
The rinls bear three or four corrugations, or are perfectly

plain; one is undercut, .
Two come fropl the deep 'layer-the rest from the super-

ficial layer: One of the fornler is of typical first celltury
type.
Fragnlellts of a clay disc. 6'3 ins. diameter, I in. thick, is

of hard clay, light red to grey outside.
It has two cOllcelltric corrugati01.1S 011 011e face; and the

centre, which is missillg, was probably also raised.
There are perforatiolls in the groo,,~esbetweell the ridges;

the lower surface is flat.
The whole has evidelltly beel1 ill the fire, and is nltlch

fragmellted. It was found in the ditch, 1 ft. 6 ins. fronl the
surface, the level of Castor and late pottery.
It is probably a cheese strailler; 38 Wroxeter is a dish

with a base somewhat similar, as is 152 Richborough, 211d
Report. (268-27° A.n.). (PI. Ill.).
A cylindrical wood vessel with cOllcelltric grooves ill the

base and perforations itl the grooves has been presented to
the museunl of the Huntil1gdoll Illstitutioll by Mrs,
Yeatherd; it is a "cheese vat" used to-day ill the making
of cheese, obviously it is of the sanle type as the above,
though the grooves are shallower.
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An object of light red, gritted ware, shaped like the g.rip
of all autolllatic pistol, is probably the halldle of a large Jar.
LengtI14eS ins.; fronl a depth of 2 ft. 3 illS. ill the trellch.
Probably fairly early. (PI. 11.).

ROOFING TILES. Over a dozell fragnlellts of these have
heell fOUIld. 1'hey all conle from the upper la)1er. Grooved
tiles and stolle slabs also occur.
ORNAl'vIENT. Conlbing occurs frequelltly at all levels 01]

both hand al]d wheel nlade pottery; much is rough alld
alld apparently 110t prinlarily ornalllental, but there are
SOllle lleat lattice patterns. l\fost of it is regtl1ar alld ill
wide strips, some is probably n]ade with a COli1b; others
with a nlctacarpal, or nletatarsal of slleep. Roulettillg is
rather conlnlon. (PI. 11.).
Girth grooves on fragnlellts are fOUlld at all levels; they

are often nIultiple. Sinlilarly low cordons occur. III Olle
case the raised cordoll has beell noticed.
PAINT. Olle fragment ofgrey pottery is painted brownish

red illside; outside it is the same colour below, alld blue
above.
One fragmellt of a small vessel with a foot ring shows

radiatillg lines of creal11 coloured paillt on a light red
surface.
Al10ther a cream flatlged bowl has red talIgentiallil1es on

the flange; both are frolll the superficial layer alld late.
GLAZE. A small fragulent of li~ht red pottery with dirty

greetl glaze comes fronl the superficial layer of the trel1ch,
at about I ft. 2 ins.

GLASS. A fragnlent of the rinl of a pale yellow green
bowl or dish about 3 illS. diameter; a reeded handle of a
s111all jug; a flat reeded fragnlellt; atId six flat pieces of
blue greetl glass are all that have beetl found.
JRT. A snlall piece of a bracelet, 3l illS. dianleter.

Evidently turlled on a lathe.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS.
TIle pottery seell1S to be divided into three principal

groups, which qttite rotlghly correspolld to the layers I
have described.
At the lowest level we get types which both ill foruI and

nlaterial, appear to belong to La Tene times. Exanlples
are 1 to 12 and 24.
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In the internlediate layer we get types, sonle of which
show La Tene forlll and Ronlan 111anufacture, e.g. Nos. 13,
14 and 15·
In the upper layer occurs typical Romano-Britisl1 Pottery.

Soft, coarse, gritted pottery is fOUlld right up to the surface.
So far the early specil11el1s are clliefly of the Swarlil1g

Aylesford type, but 3, 4, 5, 6 alld 12 may have other affillities.
1'he latest type we have is No. 19, which appears to be 4th
century.
'l'he pottery fronl Earith, ill the Wisbech Museum

resembles this both early and late, as does sonle fronl Colne,
and it seenlS probable that there was a chain of 1lanllets 011
the edge of the HUlltillgdollshire fells, from Peterborough
to Earith. occupied by people who arrived via the rivers of
the Wash
As I have suggested ill these Transactiol1S, Vol. IV.

p. 289, this settlenlent took place shortly before the Ronlall
COl1quest.
Evidelltly tIle people kept plenty of stock; they probabl)7

plouglled tIle land, alld hunted alld fished ill the woods al1d
fens, but they were poor and rather ul1civilized ill tIleir ways
of cookillg. They do not appear to have left allY nlol1ey
about. .
Stone ill1plenlel1ts are scarce, although they 111ay l1ave

beell used. -
1'he period of greatest prosperity,judgillg by the quantity

of pottery was during the secolld alld third cel1turies A.D.
Sonle of the pottery shows mica particles ill the paste;

this is a Saxoll characteristic, but so far I have found
110thillg to indicate occupati011 after the fOllrth cel1tury. It is
probable tllat the Saxol1 cOllquerors removed the inhabitants
to the l1eighbouring villages ill the valleys, unless tlley
renloved themselves.
I anI nltlch indebted to Mr. Louis Clarke and Miss

O'Reilly, of the MUSetlnl of Arcllceology; to Mr. Foster
Cooper and Mr. Latle of the Zoological Museunl. and
11Ul11erous friellds alld relations who ha\1e l1elped in the
diggil1g al1d in the preparatioll of this paper, and to Mr.
Ballks for allowillg nIe to occup)r part of 011e of 11is best
fields.



FINDS ON RE-BUILDING POST BRIDGE
ST. NEOTS.

THE FOLLOWING THREE NOTES ARE COMMUNICATED BY

MR. C. F. TEBBUTT.

Durillg the re-buildillg of Post Bridge ill Green Elld, St.
N eots, where the Fox Brool~ crossed the ll1aill Canlbridge
Road, tIle remains of probably three bridges alld a cobbled
ford canle to light.
At a deptll of six feet frOl11 the road 011 the llorth side were

two COtlrSes of stollework forl1lillg a wall parallel with tIle
streanl atld havillg 110 conllectiol1 vvith the recellt bridge al1d
extendillg to the Ilorth of it. They were of ullfaced Barllack,
or sinlilar stol1e roughly of a size. They were 1110st plainly
see1l on the east side of the brook; alld beginnil1g itl tIle
1lliddle of the presellt COl1crete bridge six feet from the
north elld, they extellded twelve feet under the road.
Directly ul1der tile recel1t bridge alld forll1illg part of its

foulldation were a 1lulllber of massive stones of Barllack.
Some were probably lllaSOllS' rejects, others parts ofWilldow-
sills, pillar-bases. semi-circular doweled blocks frolll pillars
and nlallY mouldings. 'l'hese vary fronl 14th to late 12tll
celltur)1 date.
Inl1l1ediately above these re-used stones was a foul1datio11

of red brick, ",'hile above tllat the recell t bridge had beell
built of yellow brick, at two distinct tinles. Origil1ally
havitlg Ollly beetl half its width, it was later widened on the
110rth side to cover part of the foullda tion of what I COllsicler
to be the nlost allciell t bridge, wi th undressed Barl1ack
foulldation.
At the bottOlll of tIle streatll, extendil1g across the whole

width of the road, wa£ a hard cobbled floor. This was taken
up six illches deep. Ullder it was found a 16th or early I7t11
cel1tury iron key, with a Silllple ward a1ld kidl1ey shaped bow;
also a table kllife of about the saUle date, 7 illches 1011g", the
halldle being fornled by a flat tOllgue of irOl1 projecting
fronl the blade, 011 each side of which is rivetted a piece of
bOtle or hOftl. The blade has a maker's 111ark V 011 it.
Wit}l these was a slllall piece of orl1anlellted iroll-work in
tIle sllape of a rougl1 fleur-de-lis witll a dowelled stel11, atld
an iro11 hook of Ullk1lown ttse.
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EXCAVATIONS AT WINTRINGHAM
ST. NEOTS.

A few yards west of the west side of the larg-e moat of
Witltringham Hall, St. Neots, is a rectatlgular eartll-work,
28 feet by 56 feet, the IOIIg side running east atld west,
surrotltlded by a shallow ditch or nloat. It was the reputed
site of the luediaeval chapel knowll to have once existed at
Wintri11gham.
Itl Septel1Iber, 1928, with the help of Mr. J. Wrycroft, I

cut several tretlches througll the bank atld moat alld across
the celltre. The ba11k covered the badly built foul1clatiolIS
of a ,vall, Wllich averaged 2 feet thick a11d COllsisted clliefly
of ul1dressed stolles frollI the boulder clay, with all occasional
piece of re-used N orthanlpto1Ishire stOtle. III the 11ortll-east
corller were several plailI roofil1g tiles alld a block of
B~dfordshiresal1dstol1e built in, while the south-east corller
cotItai1Ied soft red bricks.
1'he trellch across the Cetltre produced brokell tiles atId a

few nlediaeval pottery sherds of ul1certail1 date. Nothillg
WDS fotl11d 111 tIle 1110at.
The evidence is 1110Stly of a llegative character, btlt it

seeUlS to show tIle building, that was onc~ supported by the
fOll1Idatiol1s 110W existitlg ul1der the bank, was 110t the
chal)el; but probably a bart1 of fairly recetlt date, say 16th
cel1tury as the earliest possibility; atld if the chapel was
originally on the site 110 trace of it was fOUlld except
possibly in the few re-used imported builditlg stol1es. -
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ROMANO-BRITISH
COLNE,

LIVING SI'TE AT
HUNTS.

Sillce lIlY article ill Part VIII., Vol. IV. in these Tralls-
actiol1S on SOllIe ROllla1lo-Britisll village sites ill tIle Col1le
and Somershanl districts a fresh site was lloticed by nlY
father ill Colne parish.
It is situated 011 the south side of Colne Holnle Drove east

of its jUI1Ctiol1 with Back Drove.
011 the 6" Ordllallce Map, 1902 Editiol1, the letters

" ROVE" of H()L1\fE DROVE are printed 011 tIle field.
It is kll0WlI as Parl1ell's Groulld.
1'he site is nlarl{ed by the tlsual irregular ditches alld

depressiol1S characteristic of these settlenlellts.
I dtlg a trellch across 011e of tIle depressio11S alld [OUIld it

to be a rubbish pit capped by 6 to 9 illclles of clay. Below
was a black deposit cOlltaillillg sherds of dOlllestic pottery,
alld part of the upper st011e of a "beehive" qtlerl1, nlade of
Hertfordsllire puddillg-stolle, the first of tllis ll1aterial I
1Iave fOtl11d in the district. 1'he site extends eastwards over
tIle llext two fields at least.



THE BOROUGH O~~ HUNTINGDON AND
DOMESD.~Y BOOK.

BY S. INSKIP LADDS, A.R.I.B.A.

Sanle eight al1d a half centuries have passed sillce the
Donlesday Sttrvey was conlpleted al1d it is, perhaps, rather
rash to attenlpt to locate the positions of houses al1d property
withil1 a bOrOtlgll such as Hlllltil1gdol1 ironl the SOl11ewbat
nleagre record givell us by the Survey, but it is hoped to
show that, althougll nIuch rel11ains obscure, yet light may
be throwll UpOll some very illterestillg pOiJltS frolll quite
unexpected Sotlrces.
1'he text of the- Survey is as follows I :-

III the Borough of Htll1tedolle there are four quarters
(lel~I£1lgi). III two quarters there were ill the tinle of
Killg Edward and are now 116 burgesses renderi11g all
CUStOll1S a11d the Kil1g'S geld, a1ld ullder them there are
100 bordars who help thenl to pay the geld. Of these
burgesses) St. Be1le(lict of RanIsey had la with sake and
soke alld every ctlstom, except that they paid geld in
the tinle of King Edward. Eustace took thenl away
wrongfully (pe1~ vitn) from the abbey, alld they are now,
witll others, in the King's ha11d.
Dlf Fensic had 18 burgesses, now Gilbert de Gand has

tllenl witll sake a11d soke, except the King's geld.
l'he Abbot of Ely has I toft with sake alld soke,

except for the Killg'S geld.
The Bishop of Lillcolll had ill the site of the castle a

nleSSltage (mansio)2 with sake atld soke, which has now
disappeared.
Earl Siward had a nlessuage with a house, with sake

atld soke, quit fronl all CUStOll1, which the Countess
Judith has 110W.
In the si te of the Castle there were 20 messuages

assessed to (ad) all customs, renderi11g yearly 16s. and
8d. to the King's faruI, which do 110t exist now.
III additioll to these, there were and are 60 waste

messuages within these quarters, which gave and give
their customs. _
A11d ill additio1l to these, there are 8 waste messl1ages

Wllich in the tinle of King Edward were fully occtlpied,
alld g-ave all cust()nIS.

I. The translation is that given in the Victoria County History, Hunts. I, 337-8.
2. The word mansio has been translated' luessuage' throughout.
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In the other two quarters there \\tere atld are 140
bllrgesses, less half a house (dint' dom' l1zi1t'), assessed
to (ad) all custonlS alld the Killg'S geld, alld these had
80 hawes (hagae) for which they gave and give all
customs. Of these, St. Bel1edict of Raolsey bad 22
burgesses ill the tinle of Killg Edward. Two of these
were quit fronl all cttstonlS, alld 30 relldered lod. yearly
each. All other customs belonged to the abbot, apart
frolll the King's geld.
In these quarters, Alttric the Sheriff ill the tinle of

Killg Edward had one nlessuage which King Willianl
afterwards gratlted to his wife alld sons. Eustace has
it now, atld the poor nlan, with his nlother, is claimitlg
it.
III these two quarters, there were and are 44 waste

messuages, which gave atld g'ive their CllstOlllS.
Al1d in additioll to these, ill tllese two quarters Borred

and Turchil ill the time of Kitlg Edward had Olle church
with two hides of land alld 22 burgesses with houses
(domib.) belollgillg to the Satlle chttrch with sake alld
soke, all which Eustace has now. Wherefore these DIell
clailll the King's l11ercy. Nevertheless these 22
burgesses give ~very eustonl to the Killg.
Geoffrey the Bishop [of CoutatlCesJ llas one Church

alld Olle hOllse (domum) of the aforesaid,l which Eustace
took away from St. Benedict, and the sallle saillt is still
claitllillg them.
III this borough, Gos and HUllef had 16 houses in the

tinIe of King Edward with sake al1d soke alld toll and
team. ~'he CoulltessJudith has thel1l 110W. "
The Borou~h of Huntitlgdoll llsed to defend itself

towards the King's geld for 50 hides as the fOtlrth part
of Hyrstillgestal1 hUl1dred, but 110W it does 110t so pay
geld ill tllat httndred, after the King set a geld of11l01ley
on the borough. From this whole borough, 10 lie eat1le
out ill the time of King Edward by way of Landgable,
of which the earl 11ad the third part, the killg, two
[thirdsJ. Of this relIt (censu), I6s. alld 8d. between the
earl and the king tlOW renlain UpOtl 20 messuages where
the castle is.
In addition to these (renders) the king had 20 li. alld

the earl 10 lie trom the farnl of the borough, or 1110re or
less accorditlg as [eachl could nlake disposition of his
part (sic' poterat collocare parte' sua').
One 1IliIl rendered 40s. to the killg, 20S. to the earl.

To this borough there belong (J·ace1lt) 2 ploughlands atld
40 acres of land alld 10 acres of nleadow, of which the

I. Presumably one ofthe 2Z burgesses whonl the Abbot of Ratnsey had possessed
T.R.a.



AND DOMESDAy BOOK. iot

k~n.g,with two parts, alld the earl, with the third part,
dIvIde the rent (censlJ,'). 1'he burgesses cttltivate this
land al1d. take it on lease (loca1lt) through the servants
of the kl11g and the earl. Withill the aforesaid rent
(ce1lsu') ~here are 3 fishernlen renderillg 3s.
III thIS borough there were 3 mOlleyers relldering

-I-0S. between the king al1d the earl, but 110W they are
110t [there1.
III the time of Killg Edward it relldered 30 li., nOWt

the sanle.
A little further illfornlatioll is given in the Clainls, at the

end, thus:-
The Jurors of HUl1til1gdon say that tIle church of St.

Mary of the borough alld the land which is alll1exed to
it belonged to the church of 1'horlley, but the abbot
gave it ill pledge to the burgesses. Moreover, King
Edward gave it to Vital alld Berllard, his priests, atld they
sold it to Hugh, Killg Edward's chamberlain. Moreover,
Hugh sold it to two priests of HUlltillgdon, alld they
have thereof the seal of King Edward. Ettstace has it
now without livery, without writ, atld witIlout seisin.
Ellstace took away wrongflllly (abstulit per vim) the

house of LetleUe, alld gave it to Oger of LOlldon.
They bear witl1ess that tIle land of HUllef and Gas

\vas ul1der the hand of Kil1g Ed\vard on the day "'Then
he was alive al1d dead, atld they held of him, 110t of the
earl. But [the jtlrorsJ say tIlat they heard that Killg
Williall1 was said to give it to WaIlef (sed dicunt se
audisse qliOd rex W. debue1/it eam dare Walleuo).

1.'he first point to be observed is that the borough was
divided into four quarters or 'ferlil1gs', or, as we sholtld
110W call the111 'wards' . Nothing of the killd exists in
HUlltingdol1 to-day; bilt the tOW11 was traversed fronl 110rth
to south b,' the Ernline Street ironl which, about the cel1tre
of the tovVil, two otller roads went out east alld west, and
probably it will be fairly $afe to assutne that tllese roads
tornled the divisiollS of the quarters. It nlust, 110wever, be
relnembered that it is the old line of the Ernlille Street that
is to be followed, atld 110t the presel1t High Street.
The Ernline Street crossed the Ouse, probablY by a ford,

cOllsiderably west of the preSet1t crossillg, passed throttgll
the site of tIle castle on the line of the illl1er nl0at between
the 1110tte al1d the bailey', al1d contillued 011 alol1g a course
betweell the High Street al1d Princes Street to the presellt
easterll end of All Saints' Church. The chttrch now stallds
on the 110rtherll side of the Marl{et Hill of ",rhich the Ernline
Street forllled the easterl1 side; the wester!l side is still
parallel with this old eastern side although the diversion. to
the line of the present High Street throws the eastern SIde
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Messuages.
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I
I IlOW g011e
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out of shape: and the line of the southerll side, at right
atlgles with the old Ermitle Street, call still be followed
although distorted by the bllildillg of the Court Hall in
1745·
The line of the Erlllille Street call still be idelltified ill

several places :-(1) III diggillg a deep sewer, in 1919, the
gravel fOltndatioll of the road was fOUlld where it crossed St.
Mary's Street; (ii) III diggillg for the foulldation of a COIUl1111
of Messrs. Murkett's shop (fornlerly the Foulltaill Hotel) 011
the east side of the Market Hill, ill 1912, a deep ditch with
two bottOlllS of different ages was found, which, 110 doubt,
formed the easterll side of the road at tIlis POillt; (iii) the
boundaries of properties coincide witll tIle lilIes of the road
ill several places southward of the Market Hill. It is
evidell t, therefore, that the line ot this al1cien t roadway still
fornled the boundaries of property and presull1ably divided
the wards of the tOWll1ol1g after the traffic had been diverted
to other routes.
North of tIle Market Hill the line of the Ermille Street

has not bee1~ proved, but it must 11ave rUIl somewhat east
of the present High Street.
The old TOW!l elIded at the place forlllerly kllOWll as

Baldwills110e or Balnleshole, at which POi1lt the roadway
resull1ed the course of the Ernlille Street, alld is kllown by
that nanle to the preselIt day.
There seenlS to be reason to think that \v'hen the first

bridge was built-perhaps in the till1e of Killg Edward tIle
Elder-it occupied a positioll betweell the preSetlt bridge
al1d the older crossing. and a be11d itl the RigIl Street, Ilear
St. Mary'ls Cllurch, was probably caused by the alteration
of the road to suit the present bridge.
It nlay be assunled that George Street represellts the road

which rail out to tIle west, alld it is not inlprobable that,
whetl All Saints was quite a small chltrcIl, George Street
alld not the church, formed the northerll side of the Market
Hill, the church Sill1ply stallding at the 11orth-\vest eorller.
It is nlore difficult to idelltify t.he road Wllich ran east; it

ma,y be represented by St. Germain Street alias Priory Lane.
The idelltificatioll of the fottf ferlillgs of the Donlesday

Sur\tey with the four qtlart~rs of the tOWIl t1lt15 indicated is
1l0W the problelll to be solved. 1'he Survey groupes tIle
ferlil1gs two alld two; atld the properties ill the t\VO groltpS
may be sumnlarised tIlUS :-
l'he first group (Ferlings I alld 11)
Ranlsey Abbey
Ulf Fellisc and Gilbert de Gand
The Al)bot of Ely ..
1'he Bishop of Lll1colll, 011 site of Castle
Earl Siward alld Coul1tess Judith
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Messuages.
20 ll0W g011e
6c)
8

011 the site of the Castle ..
U 110CCupied ill tiule of K. Edward ..
Unoccupied sillce COlllillg of K.Willianl

The seCOlld group (Ferlillgs III and IV)
Ramsey Abbey 22
Quit of custonlS 2
.Payil1g lad. a ~year 30
Alluric the Sheriff alld Ellstace I
Ullocctlpied 44
Borred and Turchil. . 22
BisllOP Geoffrey (Ranlsey Abbey) . . I
Gos alld HUllef alld Cou11tess Judith. . 16

'l'11e 1110st significallt point is the 11umber of houses
(messuages) whicll were destroyed alld UII0cc11pied (vvaste).
'l'hose which were destroyed are definitely stated to be 011
the site of the Castle, viz.: Olle belol1gillg to the Bishop of
Lillcolll al1d 20 others; they are all ill the first grolIp, al1d
it is probable that the 20 stood 011 the west side of the the11
High Street atld had beel1 destroyed when the nloat of King
Willialll's Castle was dllg alnlost up to the side of tIle street.
Of those which were unoccupied, 60 ill Olle group al1d 44 ill
the other were already Ull0CCtlpied ill the tinle of Killg
Edward, but they still paid their taxes and they probably
represent the houses 011 either side of tIle Ermille Street alld
sho,v the old road divested first of its traffic and thell of its
il1habitants; possibly the land and appurtellallces were still
lettable, but 110 one would live in the hOltSes. Eight 11lore
had passed Ollt of occupatiol1 sillce the conlil1g of King
Willialll, al1d these may represellt 'the last to go " but it is
curious that these recellt vacallcies all seenl to be 011 Olle
side of the street.
If it is correct that the unoccupied Ilouses faced the

Ernlil1e Street it follows that the two grollps of ferlings
nlust have beell on opposite sides of that street; alld the 20
hOllses destroyed ill nlaking the castle seell1S to sllggest that
the first groltp (ferlings I alld 11) "vas 011 tIle east side.
1'he l1ext POillt is that Ranlsey Abbey llad property ill

both groups. It is ktlO\Vn tllat the Abbey Estates extellded
011 both sides of tIle Ernlille Street and tIlat their Cl111fCh,
St. Al1drew (wllich nlay be idelltified "vith that tal{ell froul
tl1enl by Eustace al1d acqtlired by Bi~hop (}eoffrey), stood 011
the west side of the street; so the evidellce ll0W is that tIle
first group (ferlillgs I and 11) was .011 the east side of tIle
street, al1d the secol1d groltp (ferllngs III al1d IV) was on
the west side.
If St. John's Hospital, founded by David, EaI~ of

Huntingdoll, (great grandson o~ the. Countess JUdlth,)
nlay be identified, as regards its SIte, WIth tIle "messuage



110 ~HE BOROUGH OF HUNTINGI)ON

with a house" held by Earl Siward, it adds further
evidence that the first group was on the east side of the
street.
The Ollly otlIer point which it seems possible to idetltify

is the church held by Borred and Turchil-" the Chl1rch
of St. Mary of the Borougll ". It is 11attlral to aSSUll1e that
this is the" little Millster of St. Mary" which stood 011 the
site of the present St. Mary's Church, al1d it is cOlltel1ded
that the two priests represented sonlething of the 11ature of a
College of priests or 'priory'. Further, it has been held
that the expression "of tIle Borough" illdicates the
prillcipal churcll of the TOWIl, and that the presellt St.
Mary's Church nltlst be tIle 'Corporatioll Church' because
it had a nlayor's seat alld a mace-stalld. Before these
theories call be accepted, however, there are l11any points to
be COl1sidered :- .

I. Ifthe presell t St. Mary's Church is meant, the second
grol1p of ferlillgs, ill which it conIes, ShOllld be 011
tIle east side of the street, but it 11as already been
ShOWIl that it was 011 the west side. It is quite
impossible to arral1ge the two groups of ferlillgs so
that the site of the presellt St. Mary's alld that of
St. Andrew's Church shall both come ill the saUle
group, bearillg ill milld the site of the Castle which
is a definitely fixed point.

11. If the words " of the Borough ~, nlean that it was the
principal church, the 1110st natural place for it \\yould
be tIle Market Hill, ill the cell tre of the town, but
the site of the present St. Mary's is right away from
the celltre atld the road upon which it statlds was
thell a conlparatively new Olle. III 973 the "little
Minster of St. Mary" is described as "ott/side the
tOW11" which "vas probably a quite accurate de-
scriptioll, for, as lOtlg as tIle traffic followed the old
line of the Ernline Street, what is 110W the soutl1ern
elld of High Street was almost certail11youtside the
busil1ess part of the to\vn, al1d evell whell the bridge
was bttilt it would still take mallY years before
thil1gS were nlaterially altered.

Ill. TIle nloderll statell1ellt that the presellt St. Marys'
is the Corporatioll CllurcIl is not corre.ct. l'he
Corporatioll attelld tIle Church of the parish ill
which the Mayor resides, and therefore St. Mary's
obtained sonle of the appurtenances of a 'Corporatioll
Cllurch '-but All Sail1ts had thenl too, for it is
recorded that there was a large mayor's pe"r l1ear
"vhere the lecter!l statlds, surrOUl1(led by a square
pew ill which the aldernlell sat 011 state occasiolls.

IV. l'here is very early evidel1ce that All Saints was the
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principal church of the town. King Edgar's Charter
to the Monastery of Thorney, A.D. 973,1 says that tIle
King gave to the MOllastery ., the church in
Hll11tingdoll witll the cburcllyard alld tllree snlall
fields ", atld that the Abbey of 'l'horlley also owned
" the little 111illster of St. Mary outside the tOWll of
HUll tingdoll ". " 'l'he church ill HUlltingdoll "
sottnds very like the principal, if tI0t the Ollly
church. All Saints Church belol1ged to Thorney,
and fronl the beginning of the 13th cetIttlry the
Abbey of Thortley al1d the Priory of Hlllltillgdoll
each appoillted to a nloiety of it (all arrallgeulellt
whicll afterwards developed il1tO alterllate presell-
tation); alld it seelllS to be probable that Borred alld
l'urchil represellted these nloieties. It lllay be
assunled that Huntil1gdoll Priory obtained one
moiety fronl Eustace, alld tbat tIle Abbey of l'horney
Ollly recovered half its property. All Saillts is the
Ollly chttrcll withil1 the tOW11 of HUlltillgdon to
which the Abbey of 1'110rney presel1ted alld the Ollly
one Wllich had alterllate patrons. 'l'he present St.
Mary's chttrch always belonged to Htlntillgdon
Priory alld llever to 1'horlley.

V. III early til11es churclles were dedicated to the
Blessed Virgill and all Martyrs, a1ld this was probably
the full dedicatiol1 of" the cllurch of St. Mary of the
Borough". The festival of All Martyrs was at first
observed on the 13th of May, but by the tinle of
Charlenlagne (77l-814) it was being observed 011 the
1st 01 Noven1ber,2 a truly sigllifical1t date and 01le
which shows that this early dedicatioll "vas liable to
beconle known as All Saitlts !

VI. Everythillg- therefore seelllS to POillt to All Saillts
Chtlrch being the church called "tIle chttrch of St.
Mary of the Borough", atld fully confirnls the
COIICltlsio11, previously arrived at, that the first
group of ferlitlgs was 011 the east side of Erl11ine
Street atld the secolld group on the west side, for
thus everythil1g fits illtO place, whereas, if "the
Church of St. Mar)r of the Borough" is placed 011
the site of the presel1t St. Mary's Church, it is
itl1possible t(> tttlderstatld tIle Domesda)~ record of
the Borottgh of Htlntillgdoll becau')e nothil1g call be
made to fit the kl10wn facts.

I. For a translation of this charter see the 2~th an1lual Report of the Deputy
Keeper of the Public Records (IR68) .. Appendix pp. 17, 18. 'r~e Charter is said to be
spurious, but nevertheless, it probably conveys a very gocd Idea of the pre-conquest
possessions of Thorney Abbey. . . , ..
2. Miss Frances Arnold-Foster, "Studies in Church DedIcatIons, ' 11, p. 501.
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ROGUES, VAGABONDS AND STURDY
BEGGARS.

LITTLE STUKELEY REGISTER.

BY E. H. VIG~RS, M.A.

The following extract from the Little Stukeley
Registers is interesting as illustrating a phase in
the slow growth of the English Poor Law. The
Ordinance of Laboltrers of 1349 recognises that the
impotent poor have a right to relief at the expense
of their o\vn neighbours, but it is careful to
distingllish between them and the able-bodied
beggars. During the fifteenth century regulations
for the repressiol1 of sttlrdy beggars were nlore
nUlnerous than tl10se for the relief of the destitute,
probablybecause theywere more easily administered.
Although there was considerable opposition to
parochial rates for the relief of the poor up to the
middle of the seventeenth century,' yet even the
statutes for the suppression of vagrancy cOl1tained
t-egulations.for the supply of food to beggars forced
to returt1 to their place of birth.
There is no evidence to show that Huntingdon-

shire was specially troubled by vagrants: the
Registel· at Little Stukeley gives only two names of
persons having been beaten and sent to their homes;
and the "Daily Concorse and Great Increase of
Rogues" was an exanlple of rhetorical exaggeration,
not unknown in the language of proclamations.
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Hunting:sh
At ye generall quarter Setions of ye king's majesties peace

hold'n for ye sayd Countie of HUlltington, at ye town of
Huntitlgdoll in ye sa)'d Countie, 011 1'uesday ill ye First
week after ye Feast of St. Michaell Being ye 3d day of
october ill ye Eight & 20th ~year of ye Reigt1e of o'r
Sov'aiglle lord Charles ye 2d, By ye Grace of god of
EIIglalld Scotlalld France & Irelalld King, defellder of ye
faith &c, Anlloq' DOlI1' 1676: Before ye Right H0110'able
Robt Earle of Mallchester Custos Rotuloru' of ye sayd
Countie, Sr J ohtl Cotton, Sr John Hewett, Sr 1'honlas Proby,
BarrOlletts, Sr Nicholas Pedley Kllight Sergeant att law,
Sr Lionell Walldel1 Knight: Robt Apreece, John Dryde11,
Charles Cesar, JOhtl Heron, Atlthony Hamond; J Oh1l
Ferrar, Nicholas Johnson & J oh11 'I'ryee Esquires Justices
of o'r Sov'aiglle lord ye killg: Asiglled to keep ye peace,
Withitl ye said COUllty & allsoe to hear & deterllli1le Div'se
Felonies, Trespases & other offencees Conlitted Withill J'e
said County, Amongst other things it is ordered as
followeth :-
Forasuluch as ye gral1d illquest Have Il1formed this

Cou'te yt ye Dayly COllcours & great Illcours of Rogues,
Vagabol1ds & Sturdy Beggers is a great grievance &
Annoyance to ye Inhabitants of this County & through ye
neligellce or Igllorance of those officers who have Beell
Intrusted ill this Conc'rn; they are 110W growIl Soe ItlSolel1t
& p'sunlptuouS yt they Have oft By threats & ll1el1allces
Extorted llloney and Victuals, from those Who live ill
Houses Renlote from neighbors, Whilst their Husbal1ds &
Serrvatlts Have Beell Inlployed abroad in ~ye nlallag'mt of
their lawfull Voccations, & Have ptlt ye people into a
generall Constellaccon or fear yt they Will Fire their
Houses or Steall their Goods ye COllsequences Whereof
may pove very Dangerous to this County; If Il0t 1'inlely
p'vellted, Wherefore this Court taki11g illtO their Serious
Conscideratioll What Renladies nlay Be nlost pperlyed
[properly applied] to those groweillg mischeifs doe order
& Conlnland all Chief cOllstabls, Petty constabls, Hed-
borouglls, Tythingmen, & all other officers Herein
COllcerned yt they Doe forwith Cause all Laws & Statutes
Heretofore nlade against Rogues, Vagabonds & Sturdy
Beggers, Wandering alld Idle persol1s to Be put in.
Execcuttoll; & to yt Elld it is Hereby ordered :-
That all Hige Constabls Petty cOllstabls, Head Boroughs

1'ithingmen and other officers Hereill Concerlled sl1al!
Withil1 their Respective Villiges parishes or Hanlletts
Within this COtll1ty accordeillg to ye nunlber of ye people
there, appoint 2 or 1110re Sufficiellt Inhabita1lts to Watche
& Warde Both day and nighte, Who shall Examine &



LITTLE STUKELEY REGISTER. 115

secure all Strallgers alld Suspected persolls yt shall Walke
or Tra"vell By day or llighte & Callnot give a Satisfactory
Reason for their Soe Doeillg. ~yt they nlay Be Brought
Before some Justice peace, to Be Examilled and Dealt
.Withall accordillg to La,,": alld if allY such persoll shall
Resist or Fly away ~ yt then such Watchll1ell shall forthwith
Selld Hue & Cry after y'm: UpOl1 Which allY perSOl1 nlay
Arrest y'111, & if allY COllstabls, Hedboroltghs 1'ythillgnlel1
or other officers shal11leglect to keep Such Watch & \\Tarde
in their Seveall11ersillcts they shall Be sev'ly pUllished at
ye quarter Setiol1S for their Conteulpt.
2dly yt all Hige Constabls, Petty Constabls, Hedboroughs,

Tythingmel1 & Watchnlen shall WitIlin their Sev'all &
Respe~tive lil11its nlake p'ring search Ollce ev'y Week &
oftetler if need Be in Ale Houses, Victuallillg HOllses, Barns
& all otlIer suspected placces, in ye llight tinle, for ye
filldeillg out Alld Apr'HelIdillg of Rogues. Vagabonds,
Wallderillg & Idle persolls, And tlley shall allsoe A pr'Helld
& seccltre all Rogttes, Wallderillg & Idle persons WIIO
travelI with forged alld couterfeited Passes ill ye Daytime,
& all such persons which they shall Apr'Hend ill allY such
Search or shall take Beggillg Wanderillg or missorderillg
thell1sel ves, ye Constabls, Hedborollghs or Tythillgmen
beillg Asisted With some other of ye Parish shall cause to
Be striped naked from ye nliddle Upwards, & to Be opellly
Wipped till their Bodies shall Be Bloody:
3dly. That ye Constabls Hedborouglls & Tythillgnlen

shall Strictly examille all & ev'ry persoll & Persolls, who
shall p'duce Any Testinlolliall or Pas: to travell to Any
p'rticular place Within tbis Realme: And if they shall fillde
yt all)' such l'estimolliall or Pas: ne Il0t Siglled Ullder J'e
Halld & Seale of some Justice ot ~y·e Peace of some Coulltie
or )re Major or Head Officcer of sonle Town Corporate or ye
Constable of sonle p'ish or ye nlitlister, Hedborough or
l'ytllillgman of sonle p'ish from Wllellce ye p'rty Canle or
AllY 2 of y'lll, or if ye Party Be Il0t in ye Direct Roade
Honlewards: orWithin J'e time Limited by ye Testillloniall
or Pas: or yt ye Party Begs by ye Way of all)" persoll, Such
person th lIS offellding ill AllY of tllese Cases shall Be
Wipped as Aforesaid.
4tly. Whell all)' Rogue Vagabolld or Sturdy Begger Have

Beell \\7"ipped, ye 111illister COllstable Head Borough or
Tythillglllall of ye perisll \Vhere He Was soe Wipped or allY
2 of y'nl shall give Hilll A Pas: or 1'est!11l01l1all U nd~r

tlleir Hallds & Seals Which nlay Be after thIS forl11 :-
Hunts
I. B. a Sturdy Vagratl t Beger of taIlor low persollage

Black Haird, & soe descrilJe Hilll & His 11l'r]{S aged alJout
yrs, was this [all erasure] ii day of Anllo Donl:
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y're of ye Reign of o'r Sov'aiglle lord king Charles ye
2d of Etlglalld &c openly Wipped at ill ye said
County According to law (for a Wandering Rogue & is
Asiglled to Pas: forwith from P'ish to P'ish: by the
Canstabls thereof ye next strait way to : in ye County
of Where He COllfeseth He Was BOrtl, or Dwelt last
by ye Space of 40 Dayes.
If ye Case Be such & he is liulited to Be at

aforesaid \Vithin 40 Days 1l0W next El1swing at his p'ill &
the Cotlstabls of ev'rv TOWll Where He shall Come: are
Required to Allow Hi~ necesary Relief for His Pasage &
to Help Him With lodgitlg, Soe yt He travelleth ye next
Way to: aforesaid not Accting AllY thing Contrary
to ye Laws & Statutes of this Realm, Given at
Utld'r O'r Hands & Seals. J. B. Churchwardne 1'. B.
COIlstable: of ye sanle p'rish :
III ye Pas. or Testitlloniall [itJ tnust Declare a Descriptio11

of ye person Testifie ye Day & tinle of His PUllishnlent &
Appoil1t ye place Wither He nlust goe & ~ye time limited
for His Pasage, & if He or AllY other such offender By their
own default Exceed ye time Limited By allY such Testi-
nloniall or Pas: theJ· shall from ye time to time Receive ye
like Punishment, & ye nlinister of ev'ry such p'ish shall
Register ev'y such Testinlil1all Upon ye·penaltie of 55..
Sly. When such testinloniall is thus nlade ev'ry Roglte

Vagabol1d or Sturdy Begger shall Be forthwith sellt fronl
town to tOWll By ye officcer of ev'ry Respective p'rish
through this County ye tlext straight Way to the Place of
His Birth & if yt callnot Be ktlOWll yn to ye Parish Were
He last Dwelt for ye Space of 40 days Before ye sall1e
pllnishnl't, there to Be Set on Worke & if yt canl10t Be
kllown yn to )"e pish through Which He last pased Withol1t
punishm't, & ye officer of yt pish shall Convey ye p'rty to
ye House of Correction or to ye Com'oll Goale of ye COUllty
there to Be Ill1ployed III Worke Untill He shall Be placed
sonle S'rvice for )'e space of i year: or tlot Being able of
Body :-He shall Be placed in sonle AlulsHouse ill ye
County.
6tly. Whetl AllY Rogue Vagabond or Sturdy Beggar

shall Be Brough t By Any officer to allY p'ish With such
Testimol1iall or Pas: ye Constable their shall fil1d Him
l1ecesary Releif for His Pasage: 8r yl1 Convey Hinl By
Himself or SOllle Ells: to ye officers of ye l1ext p'rish itl ye
Wa)~ to ye pisll directed By ye Testill101liall or Pass. & if
any COllstable Hedborough or 'l'ythingnlan Be negligellt &
doe 110t His Best Endea,\rer to Apr'Helld stlcll Vagabolld:
Rogue: Sturdy Begger Idle or disordly persoll: & Cause
Hinl to Be pUllished & COllveyed a\\ra)' as abovesaid: He
shall forfei t 20S for evey such offence: & if allY person
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Whatsoever sllall Hillder ye ptlllishnlent or Conveying of
AllY Rogue: or shall nlal{e ReSctloUS ag't Any officer or
Hillder ~ye Execucon of these Lawes: He shall forfeit for
ev'y suell offel1ce 51i & shall [be] BOUlld to ye good
Behavior..
71y. Tllat if an)' such Rogtle Be Inccorigible & shall

seenl Dangerous or Will not Be Reformed of His Rougish
life yn ye COl1stabls HedBoroughs or other officers: shall
Convey Him to some Justice of ye peace to be Conmited to
ye House of Corectioll.
8tly. That ye COllstabls HedborOtlghs or tythi11gmel1

shall give necesary relief & p'vide lodging for Imprest
Soldiers, or Sea fareing nlen suffering Sllipwracke, 110t
Haveing Where Withall to Relieve themselves in their
Travells Honle W'rds & (sh)oweing a testinlol1iall ul1der
ye Hand & Seale of some Justice of ye Peace of or near the
place where they landed declaring ye place & tinle of their
landillg ye place of ye p'rties dwelling or P'ish unto which
they Be to Pas. And ye time limited for their Pasage soe
yt such Seafareing nlen Be in their Direct Way HonleWards
& Withill ye tinle 1inlited for their Pasage & yt no
Constable or other officer Give Relief to Any other persons
)9n those yt have Beell Whipped or otherwise quallified as
Aforesaid.
9ly. If any Soldiers or n1ariners fall Sicke in their

pasage Home they shall Be Excused though they Exceed
)Te tinle linlited: ill their TestinlOl1liall or soe yt [they]
perform their Journey ill COllvenient tinle after Their
Recov'ry..
Iothly. l'hat Walldering Soldiers & nlarillers & all

oth'r Wandrillg as Soulders or l11arillers: WI10 Will ll0t
Setle themselves to Worke: or Ha\re lIOt a Testim011ia1l
U 11der ye Halld of some Justice of Peace near ye place of
their lal1ding Declareillg ye place Where they landed: ye
place Wllere they mtlst Pas: & ye time of their Pasage : or
Exceeding ye tinle linlited above 14 Days or Haveillg a
Count'r feit Testimolliall: shall in all these Cases Suffer as
felolls: Without Be1lefit of Clergy..
lIly. The COllstabls Deputycol1stabls Hedborougbs And

Tythillgmell shall goe frolll House and Give 110tice to every
HousHolder ill person Withi11 their Respective Linlits
yt they take Care yt 1leitller they nor any of tlleir Serval1ts
fronl thellce forth Releive any· Rogtle, Vagabolld or Sturdy
Beger Wallderil1g or Disorderl~yperson or AllY other persoll
Ullles: poor Inhabitants of ye san1e p'rish lice11sed to beg
By ye officer who sllall Happel1 to Begg at allY of their
Houses: But if the)' see or kll0W of any' SllC}l perSOll to Beg
they shall fort11witll Setld or Convey Hinl to )re Constable
Deputycollstable: I-fedborOtlgh or 1'ythingmal1 in order to
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be Wipped accordil1g to Law UpOl1 ye pel1alty of 10S for
e'vy such offellce Atld to Lbe] p'secuted for ye sallle the
11ext Generall q'rter Sesiol1s .
121y. 'l'hat 110e Housekeeper or otller persol1 Whatever

shall rpernlit I or Suffer Any Rogue Vagabond or Sturdy
Begger Wanderillg Disorderly person to lodg or abyde
Within their House [Barns?l or out Houses l. some "vords
too worn to readl But upon knowlectge thereof tlley sllall
fOtlrthwith give 110tice to ye Constabls: Hedboroughs or
other officers of ye same p'rish To ye Intellt yt such
offellders may Be punished according to law : Upon
paine yt ev'y House keeper or other person soe offendinge :
shall forfiet IOS for e'vy such offetlce...

131y. That if any Ale HOllsekeeper or Victualler shall
frolll Hellceforth Releive or Entertaine: lodge or Harhor itl
their Victuallitlg Houses any Rogues, Vagabonds sturdy
Beggers Wandering or Disorderly persolls Without Speciall
order froll1 ye COl1stable .IIedborough or 1'ythil1gmatl of ye
same pish: their Victuallitlg Houses Shall Be sup'rest, and
they shall Be furth'r Dealt withall Accordillg to law.
14th: That ev'y person who shall Bring AllY Rogue-

Vagabond or Sturdy Begger Before allY Justice of ye peace
shall Have 2S Allowed Him fore His paines-to Be paid By
ye Constable of ye p'risll through which such Rogue Last
past ullpunished & such Justice of ye peace is desired to
grant a Warrallt to Le,,~y ye Same..
Isthly. That the Constables of e'vy Respective shall110t

Charge or COlllpell ye Inhabitants of allY Village tOWll :
Parish or Hallllet to pay any money to their Rates
COllcertling IUlprest Soldiers, nlariners, Rogues; Vagrallts
or other disorderly person otber yn ye Cases Expressed as
aforesaid: & if they doe ye sallle shalll10t be allowed UpOll
their ACCOll1pt.
16ly: 'rhat all clliefconstabls. Pettycollstabls Hedborottghs

'l'ytbitlgluel1: & all oth'r offic'rs Hereill Concerlled: shall
Use their utll10st Itldeavors: to execute these lawes: &
shall give & acconlpt UpOll oath: III Wryteing Ullder ye
Hand of ye nlinister of every Respective p'rish; to jTe
justice of ye Peace att tlleir nleetings for their Respective
I)ivisiol1S at ye llext Getlerall quarter Setiolls : What Rogues
Vagabollds: Wallderillg or disorderly Persolls the)! Have
aprehellded & H0W many they Have punished UpOll )1e
pellalty 40S - - - for ev'y such offellce.
Atld moreover they shall allsoe presellt at :ye llext

Generall qtlater SettiollS; all Ale Houskeepers or
Vittuallers: Who Have releived att their Door or Have
lodged or Harbored ill their HOllses Oltt Houses or Barns:
AllY such Rogues: VagaBol1ds or Sttlrdy Beggers to ye
Il1tent they n1ay Be [prosecuted] there Accordillg to law;
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& yt in ye mean-while: they Cause all these lawes &
Direcctions to Be publickly Read in their Respective
p'rochiall churches or at ye Churcb Door & to Be
Registered in their Respective p'rish Churches [struck
through] Books, there to Be kept & preserved: for ye
Better Illforll1ation .& Example of those yt shall Succeed
ym - - -

By ye Court:
Robt Clarke C[l]ericus Pace Com: pred

Fillis

1'he following are the two records of pUl1ishl11ellt at Little
Stukeley,
" JOhl1 Mart)711 was taKen up as a vagra11t & ope~lly

whipped at Little Stewclay. January 19th 1680/1 & sellt to
Abbot RippOll ill Conlitat eodenl: Bell Geary."
" JallIes Ball was take11 up as a vagrant & oppenly

whipped att Little Stewclay: C01nitat. HUtlt. Febr. 6t
1681/2. & sellt towards BOSt011 LillColl1shire \vhere at his
last settlemetlt he is orderd to be witllill eight dayes
followeing."
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~bitttaru

The late CANON HENRY PAYNE STOKES,M.A., LL.D.,D.LITT.
WIlO died on 16th JUl1e, 1931, was a member of the Council
of the Canlbridgeshire alld Huntillgdollshire Archreological
Society for I I years. He acted as a private tutor after
leaving the University, but for the greater part of his life lIe
laboured as, a parish priest at Wolverhanlptoll, at St. Paltl's,
Cambridge, and at Little Wilbrahanl. He was a man of
great industry, alld took a keen illterest ill lllany different
subjects outside his profession, such as astrononly, botany,
the histor)T oftIle English Jews al1d Shakespeare. But dl1ring
the latter part of his life the lllinute study of various portions
of the history of the town alld University of Cambridge
occupied hitll, alld cOllcerllillg tllese he published several
bool{s. But ill addition to his printed work he left a large
anloullt of nlanuscript material which has beell gi\Ten by his
widow to the library of the Catnbridge Antiquariall Society'.
Saule of this work is so inlportallt that it was thought that
a tlote about it should appear llere. The nlalluscript is in
the fornl of extracts nlade 011 separate sheets of llote paper,
orderly arranged ullder subjects, the range of the latter
showillg how wide tIle Canoll'S il1terests \vere. But the
subjects which alone COllcerl1 us are those of local illterest,
some of which are as follows: Call1bridge Poets; Canlbridge
Novels; the Kil1g'S Ditch alld other Canlbridge Ditches;
Parish Pumps; Notes fronl College 'J'reasuries; Medieval
Law Courts; MOl1astic Sites; Fires alld Fire Ellgilles;
Ships on the Canl alld Fisheries. The two most valuable
itenls are these: first, a parcel of Ilotes and the nlanuscript of
a lecttlre which he gave ill 191 I on the "Old Trees of
Cambridge ", mallY of these have now disappeared, btlt the
slides with whicll he illustrated his lecture have beell
presented to the Call1bridge Al1tiquarial1 Society; secol1d,
a paper which he called "Notable IIouses between the
King's Ditch and the River ". This is all elaborate sllrvey,
street by street, house by house. He had been in to every
house alld seell 11lan:y title deeds. Besides this survey he
has lllade several lists il1cluding Olle contaitlillg the 11anles
of abottt a thousalld illllS alld coffee houses. He probably
took lllore tinle over this thatl over allY of his other works,
alld it is 110ped that it 11lay SOllle day be cOlllpleted. For he
,vas concerned with OWllers and occupiers rather than with
architectural detai\s, so, as it stands, the survey nlust be
deemed illcOlllplete.

'V.M.P.
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