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DISCOVERY OF HUMAN B-- ONES AT 
GREAT PAXTON 

BY C. r TF-,BBUTT. 

In the H*story, Gazetteer and Directory of Hunting~don 
 1854 PaoT-e 708 under a deser1ption of GrPat P 

appears an account of hunian bones beiiig found in 1820 in 
Backside Field, 150 yards west of the church, and many 
entire skeletons at a depth of i8 inches when the railway 
was made in 1849. The fi now known as B or 
Sandp*t Field (No. 159, sheet V. N - E.4 Hunts. 25 inch 
Ordnance, 1901) iS west of the railway and south of the 
gir leen lan ie that leads straight across the  crossing 
towards the river, at the passag ,e over to Boughton known 
as Bell Pord. 150 y ,ards west of the church is the 

6 	 0 

middle :of the ' l level ciossing Backside Fi  'eld uses steeply 
0 fthe crossing gates to the south owing perhaps ,  to 

0 graveldigging and this Probably is the site of the 
di

-
scoveri leis in 1820. Further south the railway makes a 

0 slight cutting into the '  hip-rh ground and it was here I 
suppose, that the skeletons were found in 1849. 

Thinkiqg.these facts worth investigation, in 1931  I 0 started 125 yards south of th ie crossing g 	and probed 
with an iron. bar (tiodetect any di'*sturbance iii the gravelly 
subsoil) for 55  yards southward along the railway fencean id 
12 feet out into the field, withott result. 

Later in the same year human bones were found nearer 
the* crossing gates in ploughing.A trench was dug at 
right angles to the railway f78 feet south of the cross 
0 ing   gate and 36 feet long. 12 feet from the fence,,*at a 
depth of 18 inch ies, part of a hunian skeleton was found con- 

0 sisting only of pelvis ,  collar bone, and tibs and :arm b lon ies 
of one side. 

It lay with th leh lead end to the NOdd bones lay all 
along th ie trench at the d iepth of a foot, but at the west end 
was an assorted mass of bon' les including parts of at least 
three skulls. 8 feet north of the skeleton described above 
was fourl :d another with the head at the S.W., the skull was 

. Since writing the above I have found the following in the Huntingdou, Beth 
ford and Peterboiough Weekly Gazette of May 7th 8 (in the Noriis Libiary St 
Ives) A few dayc ago as Mr. Pain s men of Gieat Paxton were levelling a hill 
upon his piemises about two feet below the suiface they discoveied a numbei of 
human tones, amongst which were 20 perfect skulls." This may refer to a tumulus. 
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0 badly crushed the lower jaw and all the lower Part of the 
body was missing. Nothing was f6tin id to give a clue to 
the ~I* r date.A trenc h dug'  paratiel and close t io the railway 
fence from the crossing gates north, in the fie1d north of 
the Iane (No. i6i, Ordnance sheet as above), produced 
ii othing. 

Conclusions': The odd bones found had -  been removed 
fr ioni another pla ,c !e or very much disturbed when they were 
old possl' bly in 1820 01 1849 The iii ,complete skeletons 
were original  burlals much disturbed, or had been moved 
when recent enough to partly hold together. Two explana-
tions may be suggested. The :area of t e churchyard is 
only thr lee-quart lers of an acre and calculations makes it 
obvious that it could not hold all the.. inhabitants of Great ,  
Paxton since Saxon tim ies , 

 and the bones,dug up may h ave 
be len re buried here.The Rev.A. G. Cane ,  in an aiticle on 
0 0 this village in VoL IL of these T  provide s  

evidence that pi -evi* ous t 10 the keepi* 11016 of pari* sh riemsters, 
Abbotstev and Little Paxto' n broucrht their dead to Great 
Paxton for burial. Villagej*ealousy'b Ie1"i1gY-  what we know it 
to be it is not impossible that a separate cemetery for one 
or bot1i of t ,hese villages was situated west of th ie priesent 
churchyard. 

I am especially grateful to' Mr. H Cardell for iepoiting 
discoveri ies, and giving leav ie to idiz ; and to M 
Letlibridge, Leaf and  for their help in excavation. 


