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CHARLES HAROLD EVELYN-WHITE 1850-1938. 





THE REVEREND C. H. EVELYN-WHITE. 
Founder of the Camh;ridgeskii ,-e and Hitnftilzgdons1izie 

Arclueologicai Sz* ocely. 

w. M. PALMER, M.A,MD., RS.Am 

Charles Harold Fvel3m-Whit le, son of J  
Evelyn-White and his wife Caroline Augusta ,  was born at 
Norwich on December 12th, i8o He was a chorister in 
Norwich Cathedral 1859  to the position of 
head boy. Oil leaving the Choir School h ie was articled for 

0 five years to a solicitor and notary public. At the 	of 
his arti 	h iecles 	was invited by Dr.W I Bensly, registiar   
of the ,  diocese and chaptercierk, to enter his office, where 
all kindsof ecclesiastical business were transacted. This 
was good traini n -g for thei.future antiquary ,  and he continued 
this work until 1876, when h ie decided t the Church .  
He passed the Preliminary examination for holy orders 
(Comdu licted  b the Ulliversities of Oxford

. 
 and Caiiibridg :e) 

ill 1876 and in the following February h
l
e was ordained 

deacon and iii Jutie 1878 priest, in Norwich Cathedralhis 
licence b leing to th -e-licuracies of St. H - ~eleii,,St. Clem ,entail id 
St M I He,was, the first Norwich choir boy 
to be oidauied priest in the Cathedral.Soon afteiwards he 
rnatiiculated at Oxford University with the intention of 
taking the Mus. Bdbut h ie abandoned thl* s, ,,

inte ..n iiiiiiiiiiiiiiP  
ti -on because of   the demands i t made o . n his work at IPSWich 
Sacred music however remained one ,of the -,pleasuresand 
solaces of Mr.Evelyna-Wiiite's life,and to the end he 
had a small oi gail on which he delighted to play to his 
g 

Mr.E elyn White marriedChartotte  Maty eldest daughter 
of   the Rev.Charles Reed, vicar of St Gregory's No rwtch 
111 1878 They had four sons three of whom sur ive him 

Mr. Evelyn White stay ed at Ipswich until i886 meantime 
the Bishop of Norwl*ich had offered him   the , united benefices 
of st~aGeorge and SS.Simon and Jude, Norwich Bishop 
Stubbs, the living of Bishops   Fonthill and the Lord 
Chancellor the vicarage :of Co -rton, Suffolk. In 1886 h 

' 

e 
accepted the Vicarage of Christ Church, Chesham, where 
he stayed until1893 when he accepted the rectory of 
Rampton, near Cambridge He resigned this in 1930 and 
retired to Felixstowe where he died on February 7th, 1938 
his,wiife having predeceased him, by two years. H ie was 
buried at Ramptoilbesie de his wife and second son Hugh, a 
well-known Coptic Scholar- . 
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During his long and busy life Mr. E 	got 
through a vast amount of work the most important of 
which he would probably consider his work as parish priest iiiiii, 
The writer only knew JLJL,,til as sucA-.,at Rampton. Here hie 
certainly did his duty, not only to the bodies and souls of 
his parishioners, but also to his ancient thatched parish 
church, built ion shrinking fen land. Mr. Fvelyn'-Whi*tle 
was a fluent and outspoken speaker at clerical gatherings 
and at public meetings concerned with church matters, and 
it is possible that his outspokenness gave offence to his 
superiors in the hierarchy. For amongst his papers the 
writer found the following sentences written not long before 
his death, ". . . . . By God's favour I have been able to 
accomplish something : I am sensible of many lerrorsof life 
and work for which I ask forgiveness. I ani, I must   confess, 
pained at the neglect shown to me by the Cathedral that I 
so long loved and setved. Iam   also not a little dispirited 
at the unrighteousness displayed by the Church,as a body

-0 0 corporate in the withholding what is just and right from 
thloseentitled to recogiiition . . . ." 

Mn Evelyn-White was not a great traveller, but he had 
taken chaplaincies in Austria, France, Norway and Switzer-
land, and when hie was well over 6o he took a strenuous 
tour 'in the Carcassonne district. 

i knew Mr. Evelyn-White intimately for over forty   years. 
We sometimes had acute differences of opinion, but they did 
not last long, and he always remained the loyal and 
affectionate friend. H--e could be a delightful companion, 
his ktilowiledgeof so many subjects his wonderful memory 
and his fluency of speech always charmed me. He was one 
of the most upright and courteous men I have known, and 
for his purity of thought and his simple faith in God I had 
a profound respect. 

Such being the chief incidents in Mr. Evelyn-White's 
clerical life, it remains to consider his life's work as an 
antiqirnry. He was for many years a fellow of the Society 
of Antiquaries of London, and had been on the Council of 
the British Arcltoeolion'ical Association. He was a member 
of all Antiquarian Societies in. the parts of the.country in 
which he at times lived, and contributed to their volumes 
of proceedings. Some of these papers were afterwards 
issued. separately ; these will ble noticed in a later enumera 
tion of his works. 

One of the results of Mr. Evelyn-Whitie's move into 
Cambridgeshire was that he started a new antiquarian 
society. In 1900, being dissatisfied with the methods of 
the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, he, almost unaided 
launched the Cambridgeshire aud Huntingdonshire Arche-
ological Society. His enthusiasm attracted a good member- 
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ship,and many successful excursions were arranged. The 
summer excursion of 1904 in the Peterborough and Croyland 
districts was spread over two days. According to its rules 
the Society should have been under the control of threeID  
secretaries and a COUnCIl, but as a matter of fact Mr. Fvelyn aft  
White ruled is abilities and energy perhaps 
merited such a state of affairs, but his autocratic behaviour 
displeased some of the members, and the pet child which 
he had nourished for six years rebelled in 1906, and he 
resigned. Fortunately, when he left the society, the Rev. 
W. M. Noble and Mr. Si. I. Ladds were available to carry on 
the work ttowhich he hadgiv ien. such an impetus. The two 
first volumes of the Society's proceedings give some ideaof 
tne worK ne accomplisneci. 

Mr. Evelyn-White was an enthusiastic book collector, and 
as his interests were wide he had alarge  library when he 
died. His books overflowed from his study into all the 
rooms of the house. Works on antiquarian and historical 
subjects outnumbered all others, but h ie had a large amount 
of music and books on music, including some rare pieces. 
H ie also had many rare items of local interest. With his 
tastes it was natural  h ie should have a liking for finely 
bound books ; it was his only extravagance, and many of 
the volumes of Proceedings which h ie received in exchange 
for the Hasit Anglian were hound in calf. Towards the end 
of his life he refused to buy a single volume, yet, as he 
said, books continued to pour in. 

The writer would like-t io acknowledge the assistance he 
has received in ,  writing this account from our member Miss 
Parsons, who was for many years a personal friend of Mr. 
and  E  She also lent the portrait for 
reproduction . 

When we come to consider the amount of literary work 
published by Mr. Evelyn-White ,,  a strange position arises 
With his learnitigand fluency one would have expected a 
long list of works to his credit, whereas only three works, 
two of which aie reprints, appear in the catalogue of the 
Cambridge University Library. The reason is that he spent 
thebest work of his life on the East Anglian, an   imperish 
able monument of his industry, versatility and. learning, 
and his power to attract contributions from others. Into 
this mine of information antiquaries will dig' for g  
The labourofcorrecting the monthly proofs of this publi lca-

tion for twenty-six years, 1885 to 1910, during which period 
much of the copy was ill-written manuscript, was immense, 
and would have diaunt led-  a lesser man. But Mr. Evely' n -

White only gaveiet, up when the financial loss became too 
great. The thirteen volumes of the Easl Anglian would 
have been a life's work for iati 'lordhiary niani. All the ow 
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inisignd tiotes flierein-  are"the  work of the editor atid he 
also out of his d `eep , knowledge often commented on the 
contributions of   others He sometimes had t ",actfully to 
ni , tervene   in the quarrels of his coiitributois The editor 
often told me that he rceived much he!p' fron his wife in 
t  ilidexing, and the copying out 
61, ladly writte--n - cont 'rjbutibfls From   the first Mr. F~vefyn wl  
White 6n -c ~OuMg 'e -d '  the printing of setial c con 
sisting of tianscripts of lengthy documents, or   lists of 
m some of which'. were ft aerwards reprinted in 
separate volumes For examples   take the E 
inventories of Church goods forSu S6Ik a , 

the lay , subsidy of 1327   foi Cambridgeshire all of which 
were contributed b- 

b -  the late J J Musk ieft an index to the 
Not -fulk visitation of 1664 	Blue   Mantle , index t  lo Davy' s 
S 	Calendar ofF Cambrid !e 
shire a list of C  ~a ,nf bs Subsidy Rolls and the Domesday 
Book for Carnbiidgeshire Besides these rather dr n 
t~ri' b u tiom 's there are huiidred of notes and q  
folk lore earthworks old'inns, families and scandals   
extract fof , p %a ,rish registers and accounts valuable 
descriptions of parish ,  churches over forty years ago, and   
many ieviews of ai ,,,  works 

The 
 

Eas-t"', A )zgizan according to the title page was to 
consist of notes and queries on subjects connected with 
Suffolk, Carnbridgshire, Essex, and Norfolk. H ie  was :  
living in Ipswich when the-~ , ma- ,aazine started s -o it is natar ,,al 
that 'U' ffo1k should come   fist, but why h ,e should put 
N  county , if hiis - b .irth and   IarlEy life, last, is not   
c1ar foi that county has a large place in   the;earl ie ~r volumes 
Th e r  was little relating toCambr"d 'gesi , reunti1 the - editor 
came to R 

Many of the later volumes of the East Anglicin can b e 
11  bought from a Cambridgeshire bookseller very cheaply. 
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The following is a list of Mr. Evelyn-White's chief p rrinted.contn'butions- 
on antiquarian subjects : 

The East Anolian, see ante. 

County  Churches. Cam,bridgesWrean,d the Isle of E 
George Alien & Co., 1911. 

This is the only work of Mr. Evelyn White which is ,  not a reprint 
from a periodical publication. Itcontaii -is much good work, but the 
compiler was 61 year's of age and his only means of travelling a 
pedal c cle and he did not visit all the churches he described.  

SUFFOLK INSTITUTE OF A 	AND -  NATURAL 
HISTORY. 

Mr. Evelyn-White was for. many years hon. secretary of this 
Institute, and on his retirement therefrom was elected an hon. life 
member. 

Theold Inns and Taverns of Ipswich, 1,8850 

Ipswich Great Domesday B  

journalof AVI".111am Dowsing in Suffolk,4tio,, 1 .41/7., 1885. 

RECORDS OF BUCKI-NGHAMSHIRE, 

History cf Cheshcrrn Bois and Grect Missei'iden. 

Mi'ItonsCattiageait Chalfont. 

Both republished as separate volumes. 

DICTIONARY OF NATIONAL BIOGRAPHY. 

Biography of Herbert de Losinga, Founder and first Bishop of 
Norwich, Vol. XXXIIVO I  143. 

Biography of Sarah Martin,. prison visitor of Great Yarmouth, 
Vol. XXXVI., 296. 

C'AMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 
(10)_ Vol. IX., p.  2 	1896,0 

On WRItam Dows-in,g 's Iconocla'stic Visitation of Ccmbridgeshire. 

This is only a short account of Dowsing and his diary. Mr. 
Evelyn-White spent some years in collating the various copies of the 
diary and collecting illustrative material. About.1914 a version of 

0 the diary which was not very accurate was published in the proceed 
ings of our Society. After that date Mr. Evielyn-White apparently 
ceased to work on his version. In 19216 an accurate collation of  the 
diary was printed' by A'* C.,- M Vicar :of Trumpington,  in the 
History Teachers' Miscellany and this was afterwards issued in 
pamphlet form. 
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(ii.) Vol. XII., pp. 257-261. 	1908. 

Excavations at Earith Bulwarks, by G. L. Keynes and H. G. 
Evelyn-White (son of Rev C H Evqlyn-White, 'who superintended 
the work). 

Vol. XIL, pe:95* 	1907. 

Mr. Evelyn-White read a paper on 

 Liber Archidüzcornztus Eliensts.Vetus  

To this announcement the following note is appended 
" This subject is so important, and is treated with so much 

elaborate detail by Mr. Evelyn-White, that. it has been decided to 
defer the publication of his paper for the present." 

The whole of the Vetus Li,ber was 	(1917) published by 
t 	under the editorship of C. L. Feltoe and E. H. Minns. 

Vol. XIII ,1 p. 3. 	1908,0 
in the annual report it is stated that. on October 21st, 1907, Mr. 

Evelyn-White read a paper on The Surnames of C  
The, chief source for his remarks was the Lay Subsidy of 1327, which 
had recently been printed by j. J. Muskett in the East Anglian. 
The subsidy was reprinted, and issued as a separate volume with 
introduction and elaborate indexes by Mr. Evelyn-White. At present 
only twocopies of this useful publication are known, one being in 
Cambridge University Library and the other in the Library of the 
C.A.S. 

Centenary Memoir of Dr. Z. Buck, 1899, edited by F, G. Kittion. 

Zachary Buck (17918-1879), Organist of Norwich Cathedral and 
Choir Master, i81977. 

Mr. Evelyn-White contributed a lively chapter to this volume. 
He writes of his choirmaster with warm affection, but the master does 
not seem to me to have been very fair to his choir boys. In addition 
to learning singing, the boys were supposed to receive a good 
general education, but they did not get it under Dr. Buck, to whom 
singing was theonly thing which mattered. 'That Mr. Evelyn-White 
gained such a sound education at the choir school must have been 
very l  to his own efforts. Yet hie took part in the boyish 
pranks, which :even the fear of Dr. Buck's much-used cane could 
not suppress. 

THE ANTIQUARY. Vol. XXXV., pp. 19-22. 	(1899). 

(1 5) The   repair   cnd   reseating !of 	 Pari,sh Church, AD. 1606. 
Whesham). 

ibidem. Vol. XXXVII., pp. - 67-73, i 	1 

(16) Thatched Churches. 	19,010 
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JOURNAL 	BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Vols. 17111. 1  IX. and Xi, 

(1-7) Earthworks at  

( 	T 	as a place of Sanctuary. 

The Boy Bishops of Medieval England. 

Domesday Book. The Cambridgeshire Portion e 0 0 by the Rev. 
C. H. Evelyn-White and H. G. Evelyn-White, 1,91:00 
5/- net, afterwards raised to i0/ and then to 15/-. 1 

This volume consists of an extension of the Latin text and the Rev. 
W. Bawdwe n's translation on opposite pages. Why the authors used 
this translation   instead of making a better one of their own, of which 
they were quite capable, i,s not known. An introduction incorpor-
ating Horace Round's conclusions, and indexes of names and places 
make up a useful volume. 

op it has been severely criticised because of its numerous, but 
unimportant spelling errors, it is however, in my opinion a valuable 
piece of constructive work never previously done, nor likelv to be 
repeated except in costly volumes. 

This work appeared first in the East Anglian, Vols. Xi. and 
Xiie 

Mr. Evelyn-White contributed many ,  papersto the Ipswich 
journal and the East Anglian Daily Times on antiquarian 
subjects, such as : Episcopacy in Suffolk, Mid-day in the Olden Time, 
Munilicipaloffices of Ipswich,  CardinalWolsey. 

Such publications as the Christian Million, the Clergyman's 
Magazine, and Church Bells, were always willing to publish his 
verses, and to the last named he contributed a paper ion the much 
debated site of Cliovieshoe near Mildenhall. He had an apt turn for 
verse, and one of his poems, As the Shadows fail " appeared in 
Musical Ofiinton, and was afterwards set to music and published 
separately by several music publishers. 

Articles and reviews by him' appeared in the Guardian, Church 
Times, and the!Ciassica,l Review. One which I remember was on 
the harsh " T 


