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LATE SAX 'ON,SITE IS AND A MRmA IEVAL 
CHAPEI AT W 	H 

BY IR  F 	M.Sc. 
AM 

A 'Roman track ruiis iiiterinittently f  
Hunts S S v. Ee. -to Sandy Reds., , crossing the St. Neots' -  
Cambridge road at W lea three miles east of the'former 
to 'wti- Before road illiprovelnelits in 1939 obliterated two 
awkward hends,,a short section of this road was actually on 
or   near   the site lo  the Roman   track  I lie southern at rn of 
th ;e!O1d!Cawbr1*~d,g ,e road is continued by a grassy track aud 
a footpath   almost due least, past Weald Flartn to C 
A q of a .M1  te east of the farm is a rectangular site 
designated Chapel Y (ô in O 	H 
Sheet 	v  I S.W. 1900). 

A chapel appears to have been founded at Weald 111 the 
12th century by .Al ,an the Steward' Ill the chapel is 
mentioned in a lease of tithes in Weald and Cal ide -cot le. ,  
1570 the chapel and its lands were granted by !Queen 
Elizabeth to Hu~l9h Councell and Robert Piston.Th ie  chapel 

. is said to have been pulled !down eventually. 	 . 

Digging was carried out in 1941 at Wealid by kind permis lim  
si lion of the owner, the late Lord FItisley, and of the farmer, 
the late M to  the-Auth illor wishes to record 
thanks for facilities and sympathetic interest. The work was 
undertaken with the cooperation of Mr. C. F. Tebbutt, to 
whom the author acknowledges Ins great indebtedness 
also t io other friends for t  and assistance. 
CHAPEL YARD. 	 . 

The ' Chapel Yard'  of the map is approximately rec 
taigular

,  8 -o ft. wide at the north side, a few feet l ie  ss  at the 
south, with a N.-S. dimension of io ft. The'  north, least 
and west sides aie marked by an old tree-lime ld moat now 
dry e'ccept   in the Ncorner, the fourth side is probably 
indicated by a hedge It is possible that the Yard may have 
extended south iuto what is now ploughed laud, but no sign 
of a southern boundaty could b le discerned 

A number ofshort trenches were opened running N.S. 
0 and E W iii two lines intersecting approximately at   the 

centre of the site Th ie,Outlyitig  holes were almost ulipro am  
ductive, but as the  was appioached finds be cam le 
conimoner. Th ies ileew i stist ledof pottery in snail fragments, 

,' I. Victoria County History, Hunts. 1i, 280. 
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attaining a maximum concentration at a depthof i ft. 3 InS* 
to i . 8 ft ins. Very few were found 'hearer the surface than 
I ft 2 lflS and the greatest depth at which they occurred 
was 3  ft. At about 2 ft. 6 ins. a system of shallow ditches, 
was uncovered over a considerable area. These ditches 
were idu  into the unmoved chalky glacialc -1 ay ofthe district, 
some being straight, others curved, and intersecting each 
other. They were ge- nerally I ft. wide and up to 6111so  in 

. depth. Most . of  them , held pottery fragments to the bottom, 
though not ill great amounts. Above the d*tches for a foot 
or more, the soil was  indicating :an occupation 
layer ,  and it was in this S ;011 that most lof the .  pi' 'Ottery  was 
f in'some parts a clay floor occurred at i ft. 8 ins., 
partially covered with flint stones  this   may repiesent an 
ancient floor level. The purpose of the ditches was undis 
covered, as were the similarones occurring at Great Paxton 
and described by Lethbridge and TebbUtt 2 a  

in  spite of extensive 	no trace :of a building was 
found in, -the " Chapel Yard," and it is concluded that the 
name has been wrongly attached to the site. The pottery. 

- is ofconsiderabie interest and warrants detailed description. 

POTTERY AP " CHAPEL YARD." 
The pottery :on the site is divisible into four groups in   the 

proportions - indicated - 
Pink paste, gritted with - shell, 50% 
Black or dark grey paste, gritted with shell, iô%  
Hard, - rough and drab coloured, 19%. 
Miscellaneous, 15%. 

(a) and (b), comprising two-thirds of all the potsherds 
found, belong. to those types described as " Late Saxon "  by 
Lethbridge and T :ebbutt3 ; by the same authors at S 
N 1eOtS4 by Lethbridge at Burwell Castlo and by Garrood ,6  
It isot % grey paste before firing, liberally mixed with crushed 
shell, probable of Gryp ,h ,aea da relative of the *  oyster .,  
and common in the O  of this region. The black 
pots are not a variety of the pl*ilk .ollies blackened by use as 
their paste is darker,and. they .  are Ofl the whole thicker and 
cruder. Most speci mens of both, types are wheel made, 
but a few, (one a dish rim), are hand made. (No. 20). 
Very few show any decoration, except wheelgrooes 
probably accidental, and occasional " thumbing "   of 'the 
inner ledges of rims All -  the rims are froili'large pots ,  with 
diameters at the mouth of not less than 9  inc .hes.1.1 As far as 

2. Camb. Antiq. Soc. Comniun., XXXV ('935), p. 1000 
3 Ibidpit 
40 Ibid. XXXIII (1933),.P e 1480 
S Ibid XXX I (1936),Po 127 

6. Trans. Cambs. & Hunts. Arch, S VI, pp. Ib7I10. 
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could ble determined fronithe small pieces found, most of 
the pots had sagging bases.,  

,Type  (c) is noticeably more refined in - chaiacter, of grey 
paste baked to - drab, with flat bases and simple ornamental 
bands,Onlvone piece of this pottery occhrred below 
I ft. 8 ins. The paste has, a sandy micaceous surface, 
distinctly rough to the'touch, as compared with the softer and 
soapy feel of types (a) and (b) All theabove three types are 
ull glazed 

The nlisceilaiieous finds were :-(x) brick red, hard, rough 
pieces, thin but of grey paste within (2) pale yellow   semi 
glazed ware, the glaze benio , reeng , no piece of   thios 
was found above i ft. '5 ins from the surface. One is a 
handle fragment, another shows a stamped "pneapp1e" 
pattern() occasional pieces of hard grey gritty ware, 
one showing a slight roietted pattern and a brown painted 
interior...  

Typical rims are illustrated in Nos.I-35 
As it is believed that the, method of pre:aring pottery urn 

sections may be new, a brief explanation is included. Three 
sides of a wooden box 2 Ins deep are made up leaving a 
space within rather larger than the largest rim to be treated. 
The fourth side is detachable. Thips frame is'placed ion a 
flat board, the outer edges being sealed with plasticine. 
'1he rim is then vaselined.  of Paris is poured in 
the frame and the rim stood or held upright lin the centre 
until the plaster sets. The fran -iiiis then dismantled, the 
plaster block, dried, after which the rim may ble gently 
eased out. '1he upper surface of the - block is rubbed down 
on fine glass T)aler. If the rim was not supported. quite 
vertically, the. section can be corrected by rubbing down 
more 011 one side than the other. From it a " negative " of   
the pot section   can   be made after coating with printers' or 
cyclostyle ink. A positive is then made by tracing A 
series 'of wooden frames can be made to accommodate all 
sizes of rims, thus effecting a saving in plaster. It is not 
advisable tio havean-y part of the rim nearer to the edge 'of 
the block than yl in., as this constitutes a weak spot. Rims 

w** 	" thunibing " or other ornamentation should be 
levelled up with plastichle before being embedded. 
THE CHAPEL AT WEALD. 	. 

In the N-W-, corner of the --same field as the'sio-called " iChapel Yard," and about 200 ft. N.W. from the N. W', corner  
of it is a rectangular area enclosed by a low bank. S , ft . wide, 
its long axis lying E and W. The feature is oniy   discern-
ible with a lowsu'il when the grass has-been well cropped, 
the space withiii being at the general level of the ground 
outside. The dimensious measuring from the highest parts 
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of the hank_ are 75  ft. by 28 ft. It 	thought that the 
chapel at Weald might lie below and this pros ed to be the 
case. 

THE. WALLS. 	, 
An approximate N.'"Os. section across the. site, trenches 

(,4.2-48)7, rather west of the centre, revealed the bank to 
consist of broken 'roof tiles, stones, grit and old mortar,* but 
within the enclosure and about i ft. 6 ins. to 2 ft. below the 
turf the foundations of the wails were found, 3  ft. 6 0.ns. in 
t  The* vertical sides 'of the section showed the 
walls to have been pulled down for the sake of their good 
stone, the rubbish being thrown ottwards,. now forming the 
bank. Iii the section dug, very little of the walls remained,  
iii fact the north wail was so indistinguishable from the loose 
stones of the bank that this portion was Ieftuntil the exact 
position of the Wallcould ble traced from later digging. The' 
external width of thebuilding at   this point was eventually 
found to be i8 ft. 6 ins., and the internal, ii   ft. 6 ins. The 
length externally proved to be49  ft 6 iiis internally 
43-fto6ins..Ill trenches ( '42-48)  the space between the walls 
was ashy at a depth of 2 ft-6) especially towards* the south 
side. 

The walls were faced both outside and inside with large 
waterworn flints, set iii course mortar, except, the bofton.-I 
stones which-were embedded in the clay. The interior -of 
the wails was made 'up with smaller stones and rubbish. 
No dressed stones were found, but such cotitd hardly be 
expected aS we were  dealing with foundations only. 

'I'he S. wail was traced eastwards (43,-39)  and almost 
immediately showed t  to be f6cessed 6 ins. for a 
distance of 2 ft. 16 ins. A similar recess was found 9  ft. east 
of the first and' - of the same size. Broken roof tiles were 
here foundat 2 ft. depth instead of the usual 9 IllS. to i ft. 
over the rest of the site. 

Bletw.&e-n the recesses the wail was obscured on the exterior 
0 by a closely made laye.r. of rounded flints, lying just 

outside the wail and pa'rtially set in mortar. This was met 
- I ft. 6 ins. down and was fair,y horizontal. i  
revealed that i t 'covered  area of not less, than 4,8 sq. ft., 
and :even then its edges were 'not seen except 'where it 
touched the wall Plart,of this Iayer. was covered by--several 
inches of clay, followed by a layer of idark brown stone in 

' small 
 

fragnbents also closely laid. This upper level was 
9 IllS froni 	 ground lThese Ilayers are puzzling 
they may represent the floor of a p 	but'are more likely 
to be.a piece of collapsed wall or a buttress foundation.ion. 

70 . Numbers in round brackets refer to trenches marked on the plan. 
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From the more easterly recess the south wall proceeded 
without interruption and in better preservatioii-- The 
interior faceof the wall showed a turn towards the inside of 
the building io f from.theoriainal trench, as if a cross wail 
existed here, but after prolonged search no wall.was found.  

The E. wall of the building was next investigated in a 
trenchcommencin.9 insidethle east bank and almost t 
ing the "long axis of the site (2, i, 8, 9).  The wail was 
discovered within the enclosure as before, of 3  ft. thickness 
and in better preservation than the south wall. This was, in 
fact, the best piece of wall excavated ; it was 2 ft. high, the 
upper half being set in   mortar. This longitudinal trench was 
eventually followed westwards for 36 feet. At i ft. 6 ills9 
depth was a concentration of small rounded flints which 
may represent an early floor leveLP it was too crude for a 
15th century floor. 

Trench (2) was continued to 	south and showed the 
foundations of a clasping buttress at 	 Its projecting 
faces left the walls of thechaplel, midway through the thick-
ness.  of the two wails The northern end of the E.-wall () 
had been dug out so we did not fi corresponding 
buttress at the N.E. corner. 

Tracesof the N. wall were also found in trench (4),  mid-
way between the N. corner and the original trench. Poor 
as it was it served to settle the exact position of the N. wail 
where i t crossed the first trench. 

The W. wall was uncovered intiest trench (6) but was 
several feet farther from the western bank than. was expected. 
This  isa good piece of foundation, and with the line of the 
three exposures of the N. wail, allowed of the rapid discovery 
of the N.W. corner  H  of a buttress were 

e 	 le found, but not enough to show its original shape although 
it was probably similar to that at the S.E. corner. 

40 
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WEALD CHAPEL. 

TYPE SECTION THROUGH WALL AND BANK..  

TYPE S 	 ; 
At a   fairly consistent depth of 9  ins. wherever trenches 

were opened a plentiful jay'!er of broken roof tiles were 
encOuntered. From:9 ins'D to i ft. 6 below the'surfac e 
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was usually  mass of rubbish-old mortar, flint stones, 
pl ,aster(some pink )  some cream washed), glass, lead carnes and 
pottery fragments. At i ft. 6 ins. from  - th le surface or there -

abouts, very  tiles were unearthed, none 
whole, and 	the same level the 	appeared in some 
parts. - Elsewhere remnants of the walls were deep 

 
er, Over 

the whole area 	floor level, the soil became more 
clayey and   darker, and contained pottery similar to that 
described from the " Chapel Yard." it seems therefore, 
that the chapel was erected on an earlier occupation site

,, 
The dark  generally i ft. thick, was not consistently so, 
and below. it gave place to a lighter, chalky glacial clay, 
evidently unmoved, • . 

FINDS. 

Pollery. Potsherds of 'Post —Saxon date were not- at all 
conhIfloll th leyconsist of brown unglazed earthellware and 
fragmentsof a small tankard —shape ld vessel of cream clay ,  
and thingrey glaze. All these are probablyof i6th century 
date. 

The majority of the potsherds come from the occupation 
layer below i ft. 6 ins. and have, therefore, no relationship 

	

. with the history of the chapel. They are usually soiated 	• 

pieces, though severheaps1ean occurred, allowing of   some 
fitting together, but nothing more than parts of rims and 
bases 	 be made up the types occurring were as 
already described from the " Chapel. Yard '   and the rim   
shapes are shown in Nos 36 59 Mr.Lethbridge has 
identified some of the material as Late Saxon -and a little as 
Pingsdorf ware. Dr. Garrood pointed- out that one rim 
showed RomalloomBritish affinities, but was made of the same 

0 	 Is shelly paste as the Late Saxon sherds. It is interesting t io 
speculate on the survival of this form (No. 42). 	- 

Tiles. Four types'  -of flat roof tiles -  were found ; pink, pale - 

brown, bright red and sandyand, occasionally, Collyweston 
slates with holes drilled frfrom - hoth sides. The first three 
types had staiped holes. The tiles were rather less' 'com mon over the E. & W. walls, as might be expected if they 
slipped off a simple ridged roof. A few b  ;of 
curved partially glazed ridge tiles were found They were 
light brown, with dull green glaze ,  and havea'  serrated ariis 
at the top little projections being produced'b y cutting ;out 
parts of the arris while the icla ,y was soft. (No. -  6o). 
The floor tiles were either dark grey sandy clay, dull green 
glazed, or cream clay with thick yello' - w glaze. All were an 
inch thick, and had -been set in mortar. It was not possible 
to estimate their original size ; none showed   a design. 
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Glass Except one greenish blue piece, all 	was 
very badly coiroded and devitf ifie ld most of it could not b le 
lifted   whole. A fe ~wpleces, mainly over the east wail, 
showed parts, of designs in red paint foliage shapes can   be 
recognised and possibly  fblds :of gai ments The transparent 

0 piece was roughly iectangular but most of the remainder 
had corners suggesting dianiond panes. 

Miscellaneous. A*qualitlty  of twisted l 	rather 
inieven in size, was recovered froth the rubbish over the 
wails. A short length ( 16 ins.) of b  and a ring 
I 111 across possibly from a censer, wer ie found ill trench (8) 
Over 

 

the S. wall a bronze Agilus Del, about half an inch 
across, but imperfect, and an ornamental bronze rivet head 
were found. 

NoTES. 
The finds are housed at the Huntingdon Museum. 
It 1,0.,% regretted that the exca ation is incomplete, but the 

exigencies   of war must be held responsible. 
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POTTERY PROM WEALD. 
Nos. 	1-.21 Rims from " 'Chapel 
Nos. 22-28 	, , 

Chapel Y '  gritted with shell, pink. 
 grey -, 

Nos. 29 009s- ,35 
N 	36-51 
Nos. 52-55 

, , 	 , , 

,, 	 let  

, , 	 , 	 sandy. 
Weald Chapel, gritted with shell, pink. 

,, 	 , , 	 , , 	 , , 	 ,, 	 g 
Nos. 56-59 	, , 	 , , 	 , , 	 , 	 sandy. 
No 	'6 10 	Ridge Tile, showing projections. 


