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S ~Ti TON, ITS INN ~S ",AND I 	C-H Si. 
BY S. IXSKIP LADDS, A*RJ*330 1 

At 

Situated on the great high-way froni London 	Ydrk .-,-, 
called the Ernii*ne Street, Stilton naturally bee  -a Je a pla  !ce 
of call by travellers by horseback, cafriage or coach l 
before Vie days of t stagecoach. 

The witty aLtin poem entitled Drun, ken BarnabY's Journa,l, 
dating from a Ht 

' 

tle after 1625, vividly describes the place 
Thence to S 	slowly pa iced 
With no bloom nor blossom 	 ; 
Wi th no pluins nor apples stored, 
But bald, like an old man's foreh lead; 
Yet With Lins so w iell provided, 
Guests are pleasd when they havetry"d it.' 

Some of these In ns however, were oldeven in t  
for instance 

THu BFLL' 'on the east sl*de of th le road, is ffientio 'lled as 
early as 1515, when it belongred to William Redehede and 
MarjZa- ret h1swife, who was daughter and heir of E 
Tebald arid Alic le hi 's wife, of 6A. I  The stone -built, 
mullioned and gabled h iouse bears a re-fixed date- ~i ,64 ~2-- 

'4' on its southern gable ,  but parts of the b 	are possibly 
earlier than this. Probably this s, was the p' rincipal Inn of 
the pl- ace at all periods of its h istory From "about 1731 to 
1759 Cooper Thornhi 'll was th le landlord, and during this 
time he popularised the famous Stilt ion cheese. T  
was followed by Allison Butcher Clark, whose name ocurs 
in the Parish Rezister from 1745 to 1775 and who died in 
the i llatt ler yJohn Pitts was lan idl ior& from 1775 to i8o8 
About 18!4 It fell into 1oW'W---- ater but was purchased in 1815 
by Mrs. ScarbQroucrh of the ;George Inn at B who

-0 thoroughly repaired and reftiruished the house and put iii 
her son as latidlor ld.3  Afterwards it was occupied by a fiLmily 
named W but,~with the close of the Coaching era it 
gradually fell to the Position of a small Intl,-its   premises 
bei n ,g divided into several t It is theo* nly I n.'ft  
named on the Inclosure-  Aw . ar id Map, 18iI, when   it was 
owned by J :ohn Gibbs 

'THu ANGULon the west Side of th ie road, exactly opposite 
the Bell, was an Inn  some iinportauee, a it 
generally seems to have b leen considered inferior to the 

Brayley s Beauties of 1ng1and & Wales Vol VII pp 546' and 539 Jootnote 
2 Early CFianc Pioc (ser. ii) bdle 354 no 43 
3 Wo H. B rnard Saunders Legends and Trafflffi*ons of IIuntingdonshire 

pp. Ii5-Ii8. 
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Bell, in 1613 the Herald held his Visitation of the arms of 
the gentlemen of Norman Cross undre ld at this Inn, one 
WiD ill" am Randall being then landlord. 4  it was the property 
of Robert A of Washingley, who dield sel'sed: of it in 
1631, having Settled it in 1620 011 his grandson, Robert, son 
ofhs seventh son,Jerome.5 Robert, the grandson, was slain 
at Liticoln in 1644, but the Anv iel had been settled, in 160, 
on Margaret wife of his brother Richard ,6  The Inclosure 
Award Map shows • a large buildi ng 'with yards and out-
buildings on this site but d ioes not mark it as an Inn ; it 
glVek.s. the owners as the'  heirs of Thomas Sibl

,l
ely,  

Sibley was married in 1772, and th ie baptisills ofhis children 
are recorded in th ie Parish Register from that date until 
1788. He died in 1807 and his WidOW in i8i6. AtMichaeinias .  
1815 a new tenant took the Angel, but only occupied it 
about a vear. 7  Some time in the eighteenth centi iy the 
Inn was rebtilt with a fine thr' ee-storev redbrick fr ont tio 
the street, but the northern half seems to hav ie been pulled 
down after the  of the .  C  and in 1923 1  
what was l ieft was destroyed by fire, and the Angel, Inn 
ceased t 

Two other old inns are 	in. the records,-the 
Tabard, 'and the George. Both belonged to Bushmea ;d 
Prio 

' 

ry and passed to the King at the dissolution of the 
lesser Monasteries in 1536. 8  

THu TABARD was hel id of the Priory by Robert Catlynat 
a rent of jio a Year- 8  it was graiit ie ld in 1545 to Ro g- er and 
Robert Taver her, Catlyn bein g still ten ant-9 i  
was granted to John and Robert White '  to alienate it to 
jani les B Bioulton settled it, '1*11 1597, on Williani 
Walter and Cleluelit his wife, and in 1599 Walt er granted 
the reversion to 'Richard Symo1i,

_ 
 who died siesed of it in 

16o6 l ieavitig his son, Richard, then. I7 years old, as his 
heir - 11 Apparently this latter Richailod sold it to William 
110- wnhall, who dl ied seised of it in i  heir being'his 
son William. 12  

THR Gu 1OR 1GR was rented froni the Priory by uniphrey 
Bucke for ';&4 	S year,' 3  so was evidently a smaller 

Visitation ofllunts, 1613. (Camden Soc.) p.  1370 
Ct. ofWards & Iiv. 1P.M. lxxiv, 182. 

6 Chanc I P M dxxxvii pt 3  no 
7 W. H Bernaid Saunders Legends 1& riaditions of Hunts pp 117 i8 

Probably Thomas Sibley widow cairied on the business after his death In 1798 
John Hicks gi azier of Fotheringay ,  mauled one of Sibley s daughters but by 1&6 
he was living in Stilton and called an Innkeepei so we may assume that he had 
taken over the management from Mrs. Sibley a little before her death. 

8. Mins. Accts. (PRO.) Hen. VIII, no. 8. 	- 

9 T & P. Hen VIII XX pt I g 465 (6) 
10. Pat. Roll, 3 Eliz-, pt 8. 
110 Chan 1 P M (Ser. ii) ccxci iii 
12. Chan. LP.M. (Ser. ii). cccclxiii, 3c. 
13 0  Mins Acets. ( 	lien VIII, no. 8. 
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house than the Tabard. ,  It was granted' in 1545 tO Sir 
Robert Tyrwhit the y6unger,4 who, in the same year, 
h4d licen ce to alienate it to Miles Forest of Morborne ; 15  

Humphrey Bucke was still tenant,at this ti ~me. Robert 
Forest sold it to Robert Apreece of Washingley, in 1572, 1 6 

from which tini le it seems to have passed in the same way 
as the Angel. 

There. were probably other Inns at Stilton ,  'although none 
were of the same calibre as th le Bell and the A which 
were, apparently, the only two at which the stage-coaches 
stopped. 

There are many conflicting statements as to the origin of 
Stilton Cheese, most of which connect it with !Cooper 
Thornhill, the ' landlord of the Bell Inn, and his relatives in 
Leicestershire,  the truth, no doubt, is that it was the 
native cheese ofthe neighbourhood, and was supplied by the 
local farm iers to th le Innholders ofStiiton 1 .!otig before Co loper 
Thornhill's time. 

The ' llchilaracter of Stilton Cheese is d ieternlined by the mil- 
of which  i t  is made, and that upon the grass which o the cws 
eat. and that upon the soil. The pastures of I 

 Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire and Rutlandshir le 
are all suitable forit. The old method of starting  fermentammi  
tion was to mix the morning's milk   with th ile previous 
evening's which had acquired a slight tincture of sourness.'7 

Nichols,g says that it was finsott made by Mrs orton at 
I,,ittle Dalby, abott ' 17qo., and that even in 1756 it  only 
made there. by three people, and in small quantities. 

Parkinson'9 s4y ls t' But Mr. John PittS,20 landlord of the 
" Bell Itin, Stilton, as well as Mr. M contend with 
"C the greatest probability of truth, that th ile fanious Stilton 
" Cheese was first made at Stilton in Huntingdonshire." 
'C Mr. Pitts says-that lone C roxton Bray, a very old an 
' who diedabout the year 1777 21  aged about eighty years 

C' remembers very well when a boy, that he, his brothers and 
" sisters, and the people of Sti lton in general, sent their 
C' children about to collect all the cream in the neighbour - 

ing villages for the purpose of making what is called 

L. & P. Hen. VIII, XX, pt I, g. 846 (53). 
Ibid. g. io8r  (58).  

r6 Feet of Fines Hunts 14 Eliz no 03 
17 A Book ofEnglish Cheeses 1dited by Sir John Squire (rç7) pp 21 36 
18 Nichols History and Antiquities of Leicestershile III 298 
19 R Parkinson Geneial View of the Agricultule of the County of Hunting 

don, 1813 23I2330 
20 John Pitts was landlord ofthe Bell Inn as eaily as I 6 He was butied 2 

Oct., 8o8, aged 66. Records of the Archdeaconry of Huntingdon. No. io. Trans-
sciipts ofParish Registeis -Stilton o 

T Croxton Bray was bapti ed r Aug 1714 , and buiied 13  Dec 1776 Ti ansci ipts 
(as above) He was therefoi e only 162 at the time of his de'th but if he went for the 
cream when twelve years old (1726), this would ti11 be before Thoruhill's time. 
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" Stilton cheese. The recipe for making it is the cream of 
" the evening and morning and the new milk all ixed 
i'a together This must have been long befoie Mi Coope -r 
C 

 

T -hornhi' lls, time, Mr. Tho ,rnhl* ll selling great q  
' and watiting  than could be had at S and know 
" ing that L,eicestershire Produced excellent milk, and 

it 	 9 

14  having relatives in 'that   County, h iesent a perso 'n to them 
to instrUct them- in the mode of making it 	Parki ~nson 

adds that nof this- cheese is now al...e at S 
Cooper Thornhill was born about 1705 or 171 i,-Gough's 

Addition to C iamiden says h ie was 54  when he died, but in 
the Allegation for a licence to marry hissecoii id wife, Or e 
Bailey, in 1754 he gave his age as 43 2 be could hardly 
hAve been landlord of the Bell before !73 !;  but he was 

arrie ld by 1734, in which year a daughter was b 
Other children were baptised between th  is y ie ,a ,r and 1742 
In: 1752 hie s- wife d 	and in 1754 he was niariied again, 
h

,
e. ,, w ,as burie ld on  the . 4  March 175923 
it is reasonable to suppose that ' the local cheese varied 

111 quality fro ,ni time to ti le and from far to farm, but 
being generally veiy good, it obtained a reputation amongst 
trav- ellers;and its fame reache' d London and the fashionable 
clubs, so that Lord,Harley, tastlng it   at the Bell, on io 
Ap .r1* 1 !725  --and apparently getting a bad sample,- 
expressed h  'I 's disapproval of it,-  ' verily I think fewhuman 

0 sto achs woul ld care to I  devouT it 'p24 This would be about
' 

I five years before Thornhill could have been landlor ld of th ie 
Rell Inn, and shows conclusively that"'th le cheese was known 
before his ti e 

Cooper ' Th iornhill was evidently a very capable landlord -

,and grasping the possibilities, he not only obtained0  0 sufficient quantity but secu' r' ed the quality by having it 
iade specially for h im by a relative i n Leicesteishiie Th "is 
relative is generally stated to be a Mrs Paulet, of Wymond -

ham, near Melto' n 9owbray,who it is said was a daught ler 
of Mrs Orton   of Ltitle Dalb 'y, so possibly both mother and I q,

daughter made tcheese for Thornhill ,  

220 Records ofthe Archdeaconry of Huutiugdon Marriage Allegations 
23 Records of the Aichdeacouiy of Hiiutingdon No ioi Trausciipts of Parish 

Registers ---Stilton 
24 flst MPortland IV 82 
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A PERFORATED 	ST 10NE AND 
AXE AMMER 

FROM  

BY js,, R. , GARROOD, M.D. 

HAMMVR STONUS,(F19 g* i)* Th*s very fine specimen was 
,a found in Eynesbury Cemetery, owitts Lane it has been 

presented to the untingdon Museu by Mr. , E H P 
ofSt. N 

it is made fr ,o an almost symetrical oval w aterworn 
pebbl 'e of buff, close grained_ stone with a hard smooth 
surface bearing a number of iron streaks which suggest 
contact with agricultural implements. Tb :e measurements

40 - are,  5. 5   inches  long,3- 2  inches wide, i inches thick ,  and 
it weighs i lbs'*. the hour-glass shaped perforation is almost 
circtlar and varies from 0.7 inch :  s diameter at the centre to 
1.2 at t  This perforation is very highly polished 

0 and brown in colour. Both ends of the hammer are slightly 
battered as by use. 

I hav ie already described three ha ,Mm':er stones from Hunt 
ingdonshiie I  all were nearly round and much smaller than 
thi ,s,   ione came from Dean Brook, one when a hed 'g ,ie was 
grubb leld up at Wood Walton, and one fro ,  the gravel at 
H 

STONU ,  Axx HAMMUR. F 	2). This. rather crude 
specimen was pick 'ed up from the surface ofToll GateField, 
Sawtry Roughs  Mr. H. Waters. This field li les b letween 
Red Drove and Straight Drove, NF,- of the final lietter e in 
the name Red Drove, on Sawtry GreatCo on, (Ordn,aiiic'ie 
Survey, 6 i 	Hunts. Sheet !II N.E.). 

The implement is made fr io ~m coarse light coloured st :one 
and has an h  perforation nearer the ha ,  mer end. 
The cutting edge is slightlyexpanded (0. 2 ins.) the h 1ead is 
nearly flat, both friontand   back fac' .esare   slightly h  
while the sid ies, are rounded. The meastrernents are, length 
6 .5  inches, width 3.6  i and thickneSS, 2, 1 i 
weight over 3  lbs ,  The perforatiOn is i 2 inches diia ,mexter 
at the centre and 2 I inches at the surface it is 4 inches 
frorn the 5halp end and   2 5 inches from the ,,  hea id 

1. Neolithic mace heads from Hunts Anilq. 70uro , vi, 1886 
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Ax,e Hammers are generally associated with objects of the 
F,arly Bronze Age such as Beakers and Flint DaggerS2,and

9P - 

ha*ve generally been said to hcylindrical perforations in 
contradistinction to the hour--glass perforations of Neolithilc 
Mace Heads and ammlers ; in the Mortimer Collection 
from Yorkshire, 3  however, two ;of these were cylindrical and 
two hour- glass, while fifteen in the Nafioni,al Museum-, !of 
Wales have the hiour-glass form. 4  One from Sawtry Fen5  has 
a slightly tap; ring hole of indeterminate form. It- woul-d 
seem that the shape of the perforation is not a good gul ede 
to age in the case of Axe Hammers As,to the - Perforated 
Hammer Stones,they are generally, regarded as Neoli thic 
and certainly those made from pebbles n evei seem to h ave 
cylindrical perforations, but, since the , bulk of the implieem  
merits f O:und in this pa,rt of the,' fen are of t Bronze* Age, 
I think it is safest to attribute these two -  specimens to- that 
period, 

it is probable that ,the for of perforati6n   depends upon 
the method used,-in the case of a very hard s'tone a sond 
a with plenty of sand and water, drilling ft om each s'ideritl  
alternately, would be the method of 	while in the 
case of a more workable stone and possibly at a later' d 
a hollow metal drill may have been used thus making a 
b 	ob 

Si r John Ev'ans6  has sugglested that in the,case of the 
hour-glass' perforation the handl.e may hav,e been formed 
of raw hide passed thriou9 h the hole while wet knotted and 
allowed to dry,* it would form'-'a very totizh hdn*dlie from 
which the hamm-er,couid not come off; on the other hand, 
I think the hammer 1 19rhit Aurn" as the  'shrank 'and 
this might account for thie polish. 

Both'. sp"ec inien" s have* he'en placed in thie untingdon 
Museum. 

2. Proc. Prehist Soc., VI, p. 342 ; & Antiquity, (Dec.) 1931, p. 4170 
3 J R Mortimer, Forty years researches in Brilish and Saxon Burial Mounds 

ofEast Yorkshire 1905 
4 National Museum of Wales Gu cle to the Collection illustrat ng tile Prelzzstory 

01" Wales, 1939, 
5 Victoria County History of Huntingdonshire i s  p 201 9  fig 4 
6. Ancient Stone Implements o Great Britain, 2nd ethtioii, 18979  p. 217. 
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WEYBRIDGE, ALCONBTJRY. 
BY jo R. GARROOD )  M.Do 

This site lies on a hill top, i- miles SSW. of Atconbury 
Church. There are three houses of this narne,-the modern 
farm house called We'ybridge Park, the old house nearby,  
and Weybrildge  on the next hill to the NW. It is 
near the second of these that I made my excavations it 
is a timber framed house - and probably built la-te in the 
sixteetth century. 1  

The earliest form of the name is Waeb rd erg, 1 I 07 13 ; it 
means wold hill or forest hill. 2 .  

There is evidence that the old biouse was protectied 'by a 
moat on the north, while to the south a platform h  
fornied on thes1oping hillside, on which stand thle - hiouse 
and farm building,S. 3 

 

Weybrilidgle was one of the three Rio''yal Estates'whlich were 
already Forests when, in 1155,  Henry II afforested th ie whole 
of the Woods in Huntingdonshire,and which remained 
Florests when Edward I, in 1300 d isafforested th ' e rest of 
the County.The other, two Royal Forests were Harthay 
and Sa'pley. 4  

Both Wevbridge and Sapley were called Forests as late' as 
1542 but from as early as 1614 Weybridge,  is diescribled iti 
Royal Charters as a F ores.t or Park, but was more informally 
called a Park. 

When Weybridge and Sapley were leased to'Sir Richard 
Crlo'niweli -  in 1542, he had to ke'ep up ioo dee'-r (does). 5  

The custody of the Park was granted to OfiverCriomwell 
and Henry Cromwell in 1614, and the custody of the ouse 
in 16i6. In 1627 the Cromwells surrendered these rights in 
W  and they were granted to Edward, Viscount 
Mandeville, with a covenant on the part of the grantee to 
keep 600 bucks and does in the Park. in i66o, E then 
Earl of Manchester, was released from this covenant. 6  

The platform in front of the house ends to the south in a 
steep slope ii feet high, 'it is 6o feet from N. to S. and 130 

feet from E. to W. There is a ditch at its foot and to Ahe 
south of this another platform extending about 55   feeta  
there is no ditch beyond this.- 	 . 

To the east and west the platforms met ge into the hillside,,  
to the north the hill rises above the levielof thie platform. 

In 1924 I cut two trenches into the upper platform, cleared 

Inventory of Historical Monuments of Huntingdonshire, P. 10. 
Place Names of Huntirigdonshire, Mawer & Stenton, p. 232. 

3, Victoria County list:, Hunts., I, p. 309. 
Cart: Mon: Rarneseia, II, 299-307. 
Victoria County list:, Hutts., II, p. 173 

60 Dr. T. P. Fernie s MS notes from the Muniment Room at Kimbolton Castle 
fienes S. Inskip Laddso 
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a Portion, of the ditich at its,  foot and :cut another trench 
across the low ler platform. 	. 	 . 

TRUNCH I. 'This was 87 feet , west of the 	end of th le 
platform and 	the d'ot ich and bank at right angles, A 
extended from the end of th6 lower platform to the top lof 
the- main platform. The ditch. was full of black earth and 
the'  bank consisted ofmoved soil. A,round  b  foun' d 
8 inches from the surface about the iiddle of th ,e lower 
platform. The ditchat the foot of the upper main platform 
was of V section 4  feet deep i ' and its contents were  
the sam,-,e-  as those ot other parts, viz roof and floor 
tileseld*ilaeval and more recent 	mortar, 
clay and stones, animal bones (pig, ox and s 	oyster 
and snal"! shells ,. 

T'RUNCH II. This was in th le line of the ditch not far 
from 	centre of the so'Uth edge of the platform, io fe let 
fro its least lend and was 4  f 	As* this section seems 
typical the list of finds is giv' en in full, 

ist foot :-Red and yello W rooftiles, burnt clay, red and 
yellow brick, glazed insid le and out, some 
inside ouiy, some unglazed red, a tobacco pipe stem, bonles~ 

 across tooth of sheep oyster shells iron staple, nail 
2nd foot :- Roof tiles, burnt clay, brick, burnt stones, a 

toba leco pipe ,  red unglazed ppart of  skeleton of a 
dog, d ie ler antlers, 'oyster shells, snail shells, small nail. 

3rd foot: .--R ied and yellow roof  stone tile* s, brick, 
mortai , burnt clay, red pottery---crlaze id and unglazed part of 
skeleton ofa   dog jaw of sheep, various limb bones,antlers 

4th folot :-Tiies, bri*ck, burn* t clay, burnt stone, red Un-
glazed, pottery, larae leg bone-broken, leg and thigh of d 
numerous antlers on thebottom of the ditch,with red br*ck 
undersoffie of t .hem. 

TRUNCH III .- A north to south trench across the lower 
platform ,  15 feet Iong by 2 fte 16 ins d it contained a sniall 
quantity of bri lek tubbish arid bones, principally near th ie 
lower edge where it was more made-up on the slope lof the 
field.. Uilm' oved clay appeared at 2 feet. The bullet already 
Teferred. t io was .6 inch in diameter. 

TRI~NCH IV. This was a section into the main platform, 
in the same direction as the Pthers l  it'  was 27 feet long and 
situated 90 feet from the east end of the platfo 'rni ; it corn-
menced at the south edge of it. ThIt'S trench show ed thiat 
the plat form, was a Composite structure, the l 1 1and 
surface carriedon the general slope of the field ; the surface 

0 	 0 was of a purple chocolate coloui and easily d  
Above this was a bank ofclay 22 feet wide covered by a layer 
of ash and other rubbish and abo* this was a madetp 
Platform of lo 'cal.boulde' r clay which extended north to the 
end of th ic trench, above this, again, was a layer of d 
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earth, brick, tile and other rubbish. Tfie beight of the-
platfor at the edge was about 7  feet  fro'  the old surface, 
a red brick was found on this old surface at the foot of the 
bank and just beh 1*nd the front edge of the clay platform.  

Contents, -,ist foot-*. -Mediaevai pottlery including part of 
a pinche&-Iout blase with 'dark green glaze,-this is a th1*rllllllllllllll  
teenth century feature which reappears in the fifteenth 
century but was probably put -  there when the ground was 
made up red brick,  onle shows a thickness of rather les's 
than 2* inches, thi.s is probably sixteenth centuly or earlier 
animal bones, including horse ; a modern type of horseshoe; 
bottle,gI ass and oyster shells. 

2nd foot :-Simi1ar but fallow deer antlers, and part of a 
Tyg or small han-dled vessel probably sixteenth to seve-ii Oil 

 century. 
3rd foot:-Much the same ; some nore of the Tyg and 

green glazed floor t 
th f6ot:-No antlers, but carbonised wood and animal 

bon'es of d  due i suppose to the action of water. 
TRVNcH' V. This was dug into the PI.atfor 70 feet from 

its edge and in the same general direction as the other*s. 
Unmove'd yellow clay was found 3  fee"t fro the surface; 
tile, burnt clay or brick, antlers, bones and oyster shells 
Were found in  amounts 
SUMMARY. 

i think the evidence shows that the"re was a house here 
as early as, or ;earl ier than, the sixteenth century that at one 
time it was protelc ted  the south by a bank ; later thie bank 
and land to' the north was raised with material possibly 
obtained from the large ponds- nearby, togetherwith build.  
ers rublish including red brl'*ck which is probably sixteenth 
century. 

Pallow deer antlers were found everywhere ; some hav'e 
been cut off indicating venison, others are shed antlers. 
Oyster shells were numerous as well as a few sea  
probabrly both were conveyed bly th.e river Ouse which is 
not far away. 

These finds i 	as I history shows thlat Weybri 
I 

dge 
was a Deer Park,  not a F 	in the sixteenth century. 

The house and its yard and outbui1dings stood on the 
present plat fo rni surrounded by a fence and further Protlectied 
on the south by a wet dftch, the same on the north With 
extensions down the sides, though the'die'tich must h avie been 
dryabout the centre. 

i hope that the excavation will help to confirm and 
expand thehistory of Weybridge as already known 

I am indebted to MAubre v forpeiiiiission to dig   and 
to Mr. S. In,sk*p Laidds for the plan and for the particu'lars 
of the history. 
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CARLT ~ON H ~OUSE, U 

BY WK. A. LEAj  F.R.I.B.A. 

This interesting 17th-century House stands in the rnai 
street of the Village, about 6o yards S.W. of th ile  
It consisted of a hall, two sitting looms, kitchen, Wetc , on 
the ground floor, and four bedrooms above. Most of the 
walls were timber framed and plastered on the outside. A 
la-rg le chimney stack in the centre of the house   and some  
the gable walls were of red brick, and the roof was covered 
with reed thatch. Most of the wiiidow s had been rnoderu 
ised, butone of ,  them still retained its old l  The 

front Porch bore th le initials and date 	in the p ledinent. 
1677 

Th ies ,e initials probably stood for Reginald Mitchell atid 
Flizabeth. his wife ; a floor slab in the iChurch records his 
death in 1706, at the age of72, which would make him about 
43 in 1677. Another floor slab commemorates their son 
Robert, a Clergyman, who died in 1707, iged 28. There 
were ornamental swags under two of th le windows. 

Early in they lear 1928, when Mrs. Ambrose, th ile owner, 
d to re-condition the House, it was ina somewhat 

ii dilapidat ield - state, more especiaiy the outside :.the reed 
that iched roof required renewing ; the plaster on the west 
wall faci.nor6  the road was defective, and danip had penetrated 
through t1le wall   ; while some of the woodwork was past 
repair.  

ThepAallofthe interior was fouiid not stitable for Present -

day requirements, and the following works were done 
the entrance hall was widened and a new staircase of simple 

. 
character was constructed in place of the original one 0 which was of no historical value ; the larg le fireplace in the 
living room was restored to itsoriginal open character ; the 
first floor was slightly altered, and a Passage introduced to 
obtain indep lendentaccess to the rooms, and a small room 
at the back was converted into a bath, roome 

The defective plaster on the outside of th ile west wall was 
removed, and th le spaces between the studs filled in and 
plastered. This restoration ofthe half-timber front involved 
the removal of the porch, and the original front do lor was 
replaced by a new one of oak. 

The external plasteringof the remaining Plaster ie ld walls 
was in goo ld condition and th ierefor le not removed. The 
roofs were re-thatched 'with reeds. 

On the 25th January , 	 th ile roof and much of the - first 
floor .

was destroyed by fir le owing 'to a crashed aircraft in 
0 

the fi It is hoped that the house may b ile 
restored in the near future, but possibly the thatch may be 
replaced with tifles of a dark brow n colour.. 
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A'REPORT  OF T E MEE.TING OF THE CO'UNCIL 
FOR BRITISH ARCH-jEOLOGY A,T BURLINGTON 

OUSE7  8TH MARC 19440 

I attended this meeting instead of Major Lethbridge who was prevented 
by military duty. 

The President, Sir A. W__ Clapham, began by setting :out the reasons for 
calling the Council t The first business was the election of the 
Operational Committee, the name of which was later changed to 
Executive Committee, . 

The Executive Committee is not to form the policy of the Council. It is 
to consist of the Officers and twelve other members, one third to retire 
after two years ,and to be eligible for reeiection after another two yearse 

The President of the Society of Antiquaries to be President of the 
Cou ftcfl. 

The Secretary-to be eventually a whole time paid. officer. 
The Council then pr o-ce eded to the eAection of the officers and executive 

Committee. 
FINANCE. It was agreed that Societies should make contributions on 

the same lines as to theCongress, but that it might be convenient for the 
Groups to collect these, the Executive Committee to go into the matter and 
see what was required ; it was thought that no large. contributiofls would 
be needed. The President of the Society of Antiquaries to be the Chair-
man , of the Committee for the first three years, 

The Council -  shall Publish a report on the lines of that of the Congress.  
Mr. O'Nefle pointed out that the Congress  was still in belong. 

Next the composition of the Period Panels was dealt with It was 
decided that they should be elected for three  but be eligible for 
immediate re-election. 

Dr.Oakeley proposed that there should also be Subject Panels but on 
further consideration it was agreed to make a card index of suitable 
specialists for consultation. if it appeared proper other Societies or 
Institutions could be added to those already represented on the Counc il. 
it was resolved by acclamation that Sir A. W. Clapham stay on the 
Council and Committee after vacating the office of President of the Society 
of Anti quaries'. 

Mr.Hawkies drew the Council's attention to the urgency of many 
matters at the present moment. Five minutes to Tea!" He said that already 
important opportunities had been lost.Sir Cyril Fox then proposed that 
a specific mandate be given to the Comm ittee for immediate action and 
that they be indemnifiled ,  by the Council latier if it was necessary to go 
beyond their powers. I think the Councilaftler   showing some hesitation 
in putting too much power in the hands of the Committee showed t0  when it had talked things over it appreciated the urgency of things and 
had confidence in the C  

The first meeting of the Executive Committee was called immediately 
after tea, 

Our member Major Lethbridge, was put on the Anglo-Saxon Panel and 
Ion  that for the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic P 

J. R. GARROOD. 
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REPORP.P OF T E C 
	

FOR TI-IE SESSION 
1942-43. 

T 	heas to report that there is a membership of 58. 
Parts V and VI of Volume VI have been issued. 
The Crecommends the re election of Mr. C. F. Tebbutt and Dr.  

i's R. Garrood as its representatives to the, Congress of  
S octeties. 

Mr. Tebbutt continues the Photographic Record -there are about 1000'  
records. 

The following Mlembersot Council retire by rotation -Dr. Scruby, Mr.  
NeWman and Mr. Coote, and the Council'recommends their reeiection. 

The Secretary has attended two conferences called by the Socilety of 
Antiquaries at Burlington House ,-& the first was on May 4th, 1943, and it 
discussed plost-war problems of archoiogy and the more immediate ones 
in bombed areas. The importance of the State in these matters has been 
already recognised, but excavation without research is relatively valueless. 
in thie past research has been financed from private and Societies funds 
which on account of  redistribution of wealth and extention of work 
will be inadequate consequently help will be, needed from the State, To 
bring this. about it is necessary to have a body which represents all the 
archaeological interests in the Country. After a discussoin which lasted 
All, day, in which questions. of policy and numerous aspects of future 
a  work were dealt with and in which views f  
shire and 'Huntingdo"nshire were expressed by five speakers a Provisional 
Council for British Archaeology was elected consisting of ten Members 
elected by this Meeting and ten nominated by the Council of the Society of 
Antiquaries,--this Council to report to another meeting of th*s Meeting, 

The second Conference was held.on August 6th, when theL Provisional 
Council made a report. The chief p6intis were :-the Country to be divided 
into Regions (we are in grop 7, consisting of Cambridgeshire, Hunting 
donshire Norfolk. Suffolkanid the- isle. of Ely). The Regions are to elect 
three members each to the Council and in addition members are to be 
nominated by various Museums and Archaeological Institutions, with 
power to co-opt up tbten members. 

Panels of Referees are to be set up in various sections of Arch --eology. 
An Operative Com-mittee to be set up to prepare business for the Council 

and to receive recommendations from the Regional Groups. 
The Regional Groups to meet as and where the- y wish. 
Miss.Parsions reports that she attended the Meeting of the Council-,for 

the preservation of Rural England, as our representative and was able to 
make additions to a map of interesting sites in Cambridgeshire she 
learned that finance was satisfactory. 

The C 	recommends the re election of theOfficers for the coming 
year and thanks' all who have helped'the Society,-not least those who 
have paid their subscriptions and had no excursions to entertain them. 






