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ERRATUM. 

I the Catalogue of Tradesmen's Tokens at page 21, the date of 
No. 49, John Newton's token, ought to be 1652, not 1653. 

Also may be added at page 21 a second type of the token (No. 
54) issued by Thomas Powell which bears the date of 1667, but is 
in other respects similar to No 54. 





XLIIL SIR ROBERT REDE. By T. BROCKLEBANR, M.A., 
King's College. 

[Read 23 May, 1859.] 

SOME special interest is at• this present time attached to the 
name of Sir Robert Rede on the occasion of the revival of his 
foundation for University lectures after many years of desuetude; 
and it is hoped that in the following notice sotne facts will be 
brought forward connected with him which are not mentioned by 
Mr Foss in his Judges of England, nor by Messrs Cooper in 
their Athence Uantabrigieñses. I will, however, briefly run over 
the main incidents of his life, as they are given by Messrs Foss / 
and Cooper. 

Sir Robert Rede was son of William 2  and Joan Rede. The 
family originally came, from Morpeth in Northumberland; his 
grandfather was a serjeant-at-law in the reign of Henry. IV and 
was settled at Norwich. ,  Robert Rede was educated at Bucking-. 
ham College in Cambridge, which about 1542 became Magdalene 
College, and was afterwards Fellow of King's Hall, which in 1546 
was incorporated' with and made' part of Trinity College, 

1 So the name is spelt in every written document which I have 
seen; and on his seal the legend is engraved, It11um li1ubsrti t1rit 
nuitt&.. 

2 Mr Foss, who is followed by Messrs Cooper, says that his father 
was Edward Rede, who married Izod, daughter of Sir Humphry Stanley 
but the deed, founding a fellowship at Jesus College, quoted at p.  373, 
and his Will, are. conclusive on this point. 
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Whether he was educated at any school previous to coming 
to Cambridge, there is nothing to shew. He afterwards rendered 
important services to Eton College and King's College, but we 
have nothing which connects him with either as a place of educa-
tion. In his Will he bequeathed money to King's College, "of 
which he was a brother," in allusion to his honorary connexion 
with that foundation, as will be mentioned hereafter: from this 
we may infer that his connexion with Eton College was purely a 
professional one. 

Adopting the law for his livelihood, he was placed at Lincoln's 
Inn, where he became Autumn reader in 1480, and Lent reader 
in 1486, having previously received his preliminary summons to 
take on himself the degree of the coif. His name as an advocate 
appears in the Year Books from 1484, and his arguments were 
frequently reported. In 1494 he was appointed King's Serjeant, 
in 1495 a Judge of the King's ,Bench and was knighted; in 1506 
he was made Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, paying to 
Henry VII. 400 marks for this advancement. Henry VIII. 
continued him in his office, in the tenth year of whose reign, 
8 January, 15 18, he died. His Will, which is to be found in the 
London Registry, bears date 29 Dec. 1518. In it he desires to 
be buried in the Chapel of S. Catherine at the Charterhouse, 
London. He had here founded a chantry, with a chaplain at a 
salary of £8 yearly for thirty years'. He leaves a number of 
legacies to different religious houses, amongst others to the 
Austin, Grey and White Friars in London, to Syon Monastery, 
and to the Nunnery. of Mallynge, where Elizabeth his daughter 
was a nun. Masses are to be said for. the souls of William and 
Joan, his father and mother, and for his own soul. In addi-
tion to his bequests to King's College, he was also a liberal 
benefactor to the Universities ,  of Cambridge and Oxford. His 
executors were Sir Robert Brudenell, Knight, Ohièf Justice of 

See Letters relating to the Suppression of Monasteries, edited 
(1843) for the Camden Society by Thomas Wright, Esq. p  68, 
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the King's Common Bench, Thomas Willughby, Esq. (his son-
in-law), Mr William Capon, Doctor of Holy Divinity and Master 
of Jesus College (where he had founded a Fellowship), Sir Wil-. 
ham Geifray, clerk, parson of Wythyham, and Sir Christopher 
Bland, chaplain and "my chantry priest at Chidyngstone'." 

Such wasP his career as a lawyer: we will now turn to his 
connexion with this University. It has been said that he was 
educated at Buckingham College and King's Hall, but he does 
not appear to have maintained his connexion with those Colleges, 
or to have made them the recipients of his bounty. 

.1 first find his name mentioned in the books of King's College 
in 1489, when the College was bound in the sum of 100 pounds 
or marks (for the amount is variously stated) to Robert Rede, 
serjeant-at-law; this obligation 2  is dated 8 Feb., and on 12 July 
of the same year I find the College appointing him a kind of 
standing counsel to them, and, in consideration of his past and 
future services, assigning him a stipend of twenty-six shillings and 
eight pence yearly. This annual fee is secured on the manor of 
Withyham in Sussex, power being given to Robert Rede and his 
assigns to enter and levy distress upon the same if it remains 
unpaid; and I shall have shortly ,  to shew his connexion with 
this particular estate, and why it was especially selected from the 
general bulk of the College property. 

In 1490 a deed was executed which is here inserted at length, 
as shewing the intimate relation now existing between the College 
and Rede: 

"Universis Christi fidelibus ad quos prsens scriptum perve-
nerit Walterus Field, sacre theo1ogia professor, prapositus col-
legii regalis beata Marim et S. Nicholai Cantabrighu et scolares 

1  For these extracts from the Will I am indebted to the kindness 
and good memory of Mr Thompson Cooper. 

2 There are other obligations to Robert Rede, dated 14 Dec. 1490 
and 20 January 1491 1  either for fresh sums or for a continuance of 
former loans. 
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ejusdem Collegii salutem in Domino sempiternam: Sciatis quod 
cum dilectus, nobis in Christo Robertus Rede sërviens ad legem 
suam erga nos singularem benevolentiam iiecnon precipuum favo-
• rem continue 'nobis impendat ac solite humanitatis beneficia 
nostra reipub1ica conferre non desistat: Nos interim aliqua ex 
parte suis bene meritis satisfacere ét condigna suis factis prmmia 
conferre cupientes, admittimus ipsum ad nostram fraternitatem et 
acceptamus eum inter benefactores Collegii nostri pradicti connu-
merandum ut sit particeps omnium suifragiorum, precum, neenon 
operum meritoriorum nostrorum. Insuper cum pro suis peramplis 
in nos collatis beneficiis et conferendis eum minus prmiari cense-
mus, concedimus igitur pro nobis et successoribus nostris quod: 
quamcito supraclictus Robertus Rede ab hacluce migraverit et dies 
obitus ejus ad nostrarn notitiam pervenerit, nos. prafati prpo-
situs et scolares cum,* conductitiis dicti collegii exequias ejusdem 
cum missa de Requiem in crastino si tune absque impedirnento 
commode fieri potent alioquin alio die proxirie tune squente quo 
impedimentum hujüsmodi non occurrat, solenniter celebrabimus 
et celebrari faciemus. Et ut sibi majus augmentum meniti aecres-
cat, promittimus fideliter nomen clicti Roberti Rede intitulari et 
ascribi in tabulis benefactorum nostrorum coram ipsis quotidie 
celebrantibus antepositis. Ad qune omnia et singula premissa 
indubitanter observanda, obligarnus nos et successores nostrOs per 
prsentes. In cujus rei testimonium prséntibus sigillum nos-
trum commune apposuimus. • Datum in Collegio praedicto . sexto 
die mensis Maii anno Domini millesimo ccccm° nonogesimo." 
• What was the especial form of Rede's benefactions to King's 
College I am unable to state; no trace exists in the present 
accounts to shew whether they were of a substantial or enduring 
nature, or whether, as is likely, they took the shape of counsel 
and advice tendered, as well as money advanced in times of diffi-
culty. Most probably the latter: for in the year 1489 a Petition 
was presented to the King and Parliament by the Provost and 
Scholars of King's College, Cambridge, stating that many lord- 
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ships, manors, lands and 'tenements had been seized and, taken 
away from them by divers other persons, and long time had been 
and yet be by them so occupied and withholden against all right' 
and conscience, contrary to the foundation of the, College, as well 
to the derogation and breach of the holy will of Henry VI. their 
founder, and praying that certain commissioners should call before, 
them the occupiers of the estates, and finally determine the right 
and title of the said parties in the ,lordships, manor, &c.' 

As the welcome words, Soit fait coinme ii est desire:, were 
endorsed upon the Petition, and as its date coincides with the 
advances in money made by Rede to the College and his appoint-' 
ment as standing Counsel, we may reasonably conclude that his 
services were rendered and his money employed in the prosecution 
of this appeal; and on its favourable termination his exertions 
were rewarded by his admission into the Confraternity as a kind 
of Honorary Fellow, and participation in the benefits of the foun-
dation, as mentioned in the Deed bearing date 1490, the year 
after the successful result of the Petition to Parliament 2 . 

Indeed the work which he had performed was of no ordinary 
kind, and was' entitled to no common measure of gratitude. The 
civil wars between the houses of York and Lancaster, the violent 
death of the Founder himself, the triumph of the house of York, 
not only stopped the material works, but left the two Colleges of 
Henry VI. almost  without funds for their daily support. Edward 
IV. seriously impoverished his rival's, foundations, and even went 

1 See the Rolls of Parliament, 1489. 
2 The Petition proceeded from both Colleges founded by Henry VI. 

from Eton as well as from King's College. , In a Consuetudinarium, or 
Custumary. of the School, written about 1560, of which a MS., exists in 
the library of Corpus Christi College, it is stated: "Hebdomada electionis 
celebrantur exe quive Roberti Read, quibus interesse prepositum Canta

. I brigia et examinatores oportet." . 
I am, however, unable to connect the founder of this obit and anni-

versary with the subject of this memoir. They were certainly different 
persons. The deed of foundation is dated 10 Jan. 1510, the donor being. 
simply described as "Robard Rede of Burnham, in the Oounty of Bucks." 
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far to completely dissolve them. It is on record that "no fewer 
than forty of the Fellows and Scholars, besides conducts, clerks, 
choristers and other college officers, were in one day forced to. 
depart the house for want of maintennce." This was at Cam-
bridge, but at Eton the danger was as great, and in the early 
part of the reign of Edward IV. the College had but a bare exist-
ence and sent no Scholars to King's. The determined energy 
of William Westbury, Provost of Eton from 1447 to 1477, 
averted and even conciliated the hostility of the' King, while 
tradition' . asserts that Jane Shore exerted her favourable in-
fluence with Edward IV., "a Provost of Eton having been con-
•fessor of this celebrated and unfortunate woman." But it would 
appear from the terms of the Petition, that while the Colleges 
were saved from the main danger and their existence secured, 
the endowments were still withheld. Some estates were entirely 
lost, whilst into others wrongful claimants had intruded them-
selves, and)  taking advantage of the general confusion, refused to 
deliver them up to their proper owners. 

At this perilous crisis the Petition was presented to Parlia-
ment, and upon Rede, as counsel )  must have 'rested the arduous 
task of proving the College title, and of disp'o'ssessing powerful 
lords and seigneurs 2, who, relying not so much on the goodness 
of their cause as on the' weight of their Court influence and poli-
tical power, would throw every obstacle in the way of a legal 
settlement, and who were naturally loath to render up possession 
of estates, whence, presuming on no strong opposition from' weak 

1 This tradition is to some extent supported by the fact that both 
Colleges possess original portraits on panel of Jane Shore, for which it 
would be awkward to account, except on the understanding that she was 
their special benefactress; - - 

2 "The difficulty of enforcing the execution of the laws where great 
men were concerned, occasioned in 1488 the introduction of a new court 
of judicature (the Star Chamber by Stat. 3 Hnry VII. c. 1), which was 
apparently well adapted to correct the evils of the time, but which by the 
abuse of its constitution; eventually became an instrument of tyranny and 
oppression.". Foss's Judges, V. 2. 
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and clerical corporations, they had for. several years derived their 
revenues. 	 . 

The petitioners, however, succeeded in. gaining a restitution 
of their rights: the main bulk of the estates granted by Henry 
VT. was restored to his foundations, and generally the property of 
the, two Colleges placed on a permanent footing, which has not 
been departed. from to the present day. 

But this was not Rede's only connexion with King's College. 
His wife was Margaret Alfegh', of Chidyngstone, in the county 
of Kent. Now the manor of Withyham, which I have already 
mentioned as the security for the yearly fee to Rede as standing 
Counsel,, was in 1459 leased by the College for ten years to Wil-
liam Hexstali, of East Peckham, Kent, armiger, and John 
Alfegh, of Chidyngstone, in the same county, "gentilman," I 
suppose a lower degree. 

In 1462 William Hexstall disappears, and the manor is leased 
for seven years, the remainder of the previously demised term of 
ten years, to John Alfegh, "gentilman," as before; the rent to 
be paid half-yearly, by equal portions, in the Cathedral Church of 
S. Paul, London. In 1468, and 1476, it is again leased to John 
Alfegh; but in 1491 'Robert Rede, serjeant-at-law, becomes the 
College tenant, has another lease granted to him ' in .14.97, when 
he is correctly described as Judge, and a third in 1505. 

In 1519, the year after Redé's death, the manor was demised 
to' Thomas Willughby (a Judge of the Common Pleas in 1537), 
who", married Bridget or Catherine (for she is variously de-
scribed) daughter of Sir Robert Rede, and was one of his 
executor 92 . 

The manor of Withyham was afterwards demised to the Sack-
vilies, in the possession of which family it now remains, the 

1' In an Inventory of the books, &c. of the College Chapel, written in 
the reign of Henry' VII. occurs the entry: Textus Evangelil cum saluta-
tione angelica* ex dono Magistri Sterter et domina Margaretse Rede. 

2 See Foss's Judges, V. 249. 	, 	, 
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College having exchanged it with the then Lord Buckhurst for 
other property, in Devonshire in the reign of Queen Elizabeth'. 

As an illustration of old manners and customs, it may be 
mentioned 'that John Sackville, armiger, paid for fine on entry in 
1546 twenty pounds "et duodecim coclearia" what amount of 
cash a dozen spoons represented is not stated. 

There is still one other way in which Sir Robert Rede would 
have had dealings 'with King's College. Henry VII. during his 
lifetime contributed large sums of money to the building' of 
the Chapel of King's College, and further gave by will £5000 for 
the completion of the works: as Sir Robert Rede was nominated 
in the King's Will one of his executors, he would have been 
brought into contact with the then College authorities in carry-
ing out the testator's intentions. 

So much has been said about the relations of Sir Robert Rede 
to the foundations of Henry VI. that but brief allusion can be 
made to his other benefactions. ' 

By indenture tripartite (dated 18 Sept. 1518) between him-
self and Jesus and King's Colleges, Jesus College, in considera-
tion of the receipt of one hundred pounds sterling 2, covenanted 
evermore to provide and have a Fellow and Scholar of the said 
College, a priest of good name and virtuous and sad conversation, 

1 Mr West, in his Historical Notices of Withyhani, is entirely silent 
as to the connexion of the place with King's College for more than a 
century. 

2 Baker, in his History of the Statutes of S. John's College, says 
"These were times when £120 was sufficient to found a fellowship (for 
the private foundations usually run thereabouts), and when £6 per 
annum was enough to maintain a Fellow: for whoever offered so much 

In lands towards .a fellowship (by bishop Fisher's second statutes, 1524), 
such a benefactor could not be refused." , And again, The allowance 
for commons was the-  same as formerly, and £6 per annum was yet 
enough to found a fellowship, and £3 per annum was enough to found a 
Scholar: whence it may be, observed that the college profited more by 

-those that gave scholarships than it did by those that founded Fellows." 
See pp xiii. and Ivii. of the Early Statutes of S. John's, edited, with 
notes, by J. B. B. Mayor, M. A. Fellow ,of the College. 
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to sing masses at the altar of S. 'Catherine and S. Margaret (the 
names of his wife, and probably of his. daughter) within the Church 
of the same College, for the good estate of Sir Robert Rede, Chief 
Justice of the King's Common Berch, while living, and after-
wards for his soul when departed; and for the souls of Dame 
Margaret, late his wife, "Willyam and Johane, his father and 
mother, Richarde, his brother,, John and Thomas, and the friends 
and benefactors of the same Sir Robert and all Christian souls." 
He is to be called "Redis Scoler the Justice," and the mass 
to be called "Redis Mass the Justice," to have £3. 6s. 8d. yearly, 
'and his dirges, chamber, barber, launder and all other profits and 
emoluments as other Fellows of the College. 

There is a statement in Ackerman's History of Cambridge 
(Vol. I. p. 343), that Rede gave to Jesus College £100 to found 
a Fellowship, and a brewery near Magdalene College. Speaking 
of Magdalene College, Fuller' says, with his usual quaintness, 

This College alone, cut off from the continent of Cambridge, is 
on the north-west of the river, having the Rose garden on the 
'one, and what is no rose (a smoking brewhouse) on the other 
side thereof, belonging this 150 years to Jesus College. It were 
no harm to wish this house either removed ,or otherwise employed 
on terms mutually beneficial to both societies." 

By. deed dated 30 Jan. 1503, the 'Abbot and Convent of 
Waltham S. Cross granted a yearly obit with exequies and 
masses for Sir Robert Rede, his wife Margaret and other rela 
tions. This deed will be found in Madox's Formulare Anglica-
num, P. 338. 

It remains only now to allude to the endowment of Sir Robert 
Rède for the lecturers, called Barnaby Lecturers in this Univer-
sity: it is not, however, necessary to do more than allude to it, 
for the instrument of foundation is given at length in the Book of 
Endowments (p. 187) recently circulated amongst members of the 
Senate. It is between the University, Sir Robert Rede's executors 
and' Jesus College, and bears date 10 Dec. 1524. It provides 
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not merely for lecturers, but also for prayer for the founder's 
soul by the scholars who attended them, and for other religious 
observances'. 

In conclusion, let, me express the satisfaction which we should 
all feel as true antiquarians that this foindation, small in amount 
though it be, and for many long years utterly useless, has not 
been ruthlessly swept away by the utilitarian spirit of the times, 
but has been judiciously revived in such way as at once to pre-
serve the memory of the founder, and bring the University into 
contact with the first and choicest men of the age. 

1 There were formerly four sinecure lectureships with small stipends, 
which are now consolidated, and one lecturer delivers one lecture in 
Term time annually, the first having been given in May 1859 by Professor 
Richard Owen, F.R. S. 


