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I. NOTICE OF A GREEK IMPERIAL COIN FOUND 

IN CAMBRIDGE. By the REV. CHURCHILL 

BABI*GTONP . 
 B.D. 

[Read 5 Marc/i,. 1860.] 

THE coin represented by the annexed woodcut was found by 
the workmen in removing the earth adjoining Trinity Street, 
Cambridge, in the year 1859, in order to make the foundations of 

the new buildings opposite Trinity College. Various Roman 
coins were found at the same time. It is a Greek imperial cop-
per coin of Nicama in Bithynia, size six of Mionnet's scale, hay -
ing on its obverse the laureated head of Caracalla to the right, 
with legend ANT(ININOO ATFOTOTOO. The Cambridge 
coin shews only the former word distinctly, but a better presered 
specimen in the British Museum, whose obverse is used for our 
figure, has both; the head may be of Caracalla (to whom Mion-
net refers this coin, Suppi. Vol. v. p.  688), or possibly of 
Antoninus Pius. 
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The reverse (in very satisfactory preservation) has a hexastyle 
temple, bearing the legend NIKAIEf2N, in two lines; the last 
three letters being in the exergue. 

The temple appears to be of the Corinthian order', and the pedi-
ment has acroteria both at the base and apex. The center of the 
tympanum contains a representation of some object, which ap-
pears as a mere globule on the coin: this may possibly have been 
the symbol or image of a heavenly body, as the moon appears to 
be represented by a disc in the tympanum of the temple of the 
Ephesian Diana (Donaldson"s Archit. 1'T'&mism. p. 28). The coins 
of Nicea are prodigiously numerous, but almost all of them 
belong to the Roman period; and Mr Donaldson observes that 
"there is hardly any town of antiquity out.. of Rome, which offers 
so many medals illustrating various edifices" (Id. p.  266).. The 
modern town (Isnik) is built, according to Col. Leake (Travols in, 
Asia Minor, pp. 10, Ii), almost entirely out of the ruins of the 
ancient Nicaa. "The walls of the ruined mosques and baths," be 
observes, are "full of the fragments of Greek temples and 
churches." Among these, it is likely enough, may be some relic 
of the temple represented on our coin, for the building was very 
probably a famous one, a hexastyle temple (the same?) being also 
found on the reverses of other coins of Nicaa struck by Septimius 
Severus and Severus Alexander. What temple it may have been, 
it is vain at this distance of time to speculate. 

With regard to the legend, it is to be remarked that the pre-
sent coin, as well as almost all the other coins of Nicaa hitherto 
discovered, have the open and not the contracted form. The 
same remark is to be made of the coins of Histima in Eubcea, 
which belong to the genuine Greek period, many of them being 
apparently of the. fourth, century n.o. (see Leake, Numism. Hell. 
S., V.), :whose legend when expressed at length is invariably (as it 
seems) IZTIAIEI2N. From such instances it becomes evident 
with how little reason Professor Cobet asserts that not only 

1  This, however, cannot be made out with certainty.: 



the Attics but also the other Greeks always contracted the 
oblique cases of the forms in atctç (Mnemos yne for 1853, 
p. 320). 

• 	This specimen is however principally interesting as being an 
undoubted example of a Greek coin found in England. Such coins 
certainly merit attention, and so much the more as the fact of their 
occurrence n this country has been denied. Thus in the first 
Volume of the Numismatic Chronicle (p.'72) there is an account of 
certain Greek coins, including one of Nicea, stated to have been 
found at Exeter. The editor throws a doubt upon the fact, saying: 
"There are no authenticated accounts of discoveries of Greek 
coins in Great Britain." In the seventh Volume of the same 
periodical, p.  146, is another account of Greek coins found in 
England, with observations to the same effect from the editor. 

But there are some clear instances of Greek imperial coins 
and even of others not belonging to the Roman period being 
found in Great Britain. Thus Professor Marsden has in his 
possession a Greek coin of Nicea, having on its reverse three• 
standards, found at Chester, which also happens to be struck in 
the reign of Caracalla. I am indebted to him for a knowledge of 
the fact that a medallion of Pergamurn, likewise belonging to 
Caracalla, is in the possession of Lord Braybrooke, which was 
found in the neighbourhood of Audley End. 

It is, however, at Colchester that Greek coins have been more 
especially found. Morant's Hist. of Essex, Vol. i. gives four of 
such coins (all. imperial), among which is one of Antioch in 
Syria, struck by M. Julius Philippus, and two others of Cesarea 
in Cappadocia, of Hadrian and of Septimius Severus'. Dr Duncan, 
a zealous antiquary, resident -in Colchester, shewed me in 1859 a 
coin which he was fully satisfied had been found there recently, 
which is usually assigned to Panormus in Sicily, but which may 
perhaps belong to Carthage. It is a copper coin of the common 

1  The remaining one, having for the reverse a castle fortified by a soldier 
(without legend) is of Septimius Severus. - 
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type, bearing a head of Ceres on one side and a horse on the 
other, without legend. The: same gentleman has also in his 
possession many copper coins in very indifferent preservation, 
purchased from persons in the place, who set little store by them, 
which he believes to have been found in Colchester, although it ;  
must be owned that the opinion requires confirmation. Among 
these are many pieces of Magna Grcccia, e. g. of Naples, which, 
might very naturally have been brought over by Roman soldier 
from Italy. Others again belong to Greece proper, as Bceotia, 
and .others in fine to the Ptolemies. Putting aside, however, the 
doubtful instances, we have well authenticated exanples of auto-
nomous and imperial Greek coins found at Colchester. 

In the case of the impçrial coins, which would circulate among 
the Roman money of the empire, we may surmise that they were 
brought over for the most part at least by Roman soldiers, who 
had marched through the district to which those coins belong; 
and the occurrence of the coins of Asia Minor, which have been 
already mentioned, suggests that this country contained in the 
third century Roman soldiers who had been employed in Asiatic 
service. 

Autonomous Greek coins appear to have been very rarely 
found. Mr Bunbury observes in a letter to me: ".1 have never 
heard of a well authenticated case of the discovery of autonomous 
Greek silver coins in this country, though I am by no means dis-
posed to think such a thing very improbable." Mr Hawkins 
made some very similar remarks to me in conversation, but 
thought he had heard of one or two instances of imperial Greek 
coins being found in England. Mr Bunbury bought some years 
ago of Whelan, the well-known coin-dealer, a small silver coin of 
Phocis (the usual type), said to have been found in Suffolk; but 
Whelan himself purchased it, and there was no trustworthy evi-
dence of the fact. A most interesting example, however, is 
that of a thick Athenian tetradrachm found at Rochester, or the 
neighbourhood, as I learn from Mr Langdon, sen., who however 
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has unfortunately forgotten who told him about it. Silver coins 
of Athens, it is well known, are found countermarked -with Phe-
nician letters, -and others have been discovered in various coun-
tries very remote from Athens'. Aristophanes in the Frogs-  speaks 
of them as ic€Kw&ovto - va Iv TE TOIS 'EXX'ia-t ica TOtS $ap/3cpotc 
a7ravTaxov ,  

I should suspect that the Rochester coin was brought over 
by the Phenicians in their trade with Britain, though that 
supposition is not altogether necessary. 1f as is usually sup-
posed, the barbarous gold pieces struck in Britain before the arri-
val of the Romans are attempts at imitation of the beautiful gold 
staters of Philip of Macedon, we have in this fact a further proof 
that 'Greek coins were more or less known to the Britons in very 
early times 5. Mr Bunbury informs me that he has somewhere 
"seen the occurrence of Syrian' Greek coins in Cornwall and 
Devonshire cited as proof of the Phenician trade with those coun-
ties s."  This inference however is far from certain, as coins of 
the Seleucidm may'have come in through other means than by 
Phenician intercourse with the country. 

See Beuhi, Monnaies d'Ath. pp. 3, 31, 43, 44. The collection in the 
British Museum contains a drachma of Athens, bearing several Phenician (?) 
letters: a tetradrachrn formerly in Capt. Graves' collection, now in my own, 
has a letter stamped on the cheek of Minerva, resembling the Phenician 
Beth. See the right-hand figure in the Phenician alphabet on Plate 1 in 
Kenrick's 'Phenicia. This coin seems to be of 'Attic fabric, and not an 
Asiatic imitation: the specimen in the British Museum must be left to the 
judgment and attention of others. 

Mr Hawkins (Silver Coins of England, p. 9) thinks "that, either from 
commercial visits of the Phenicians or through the communications which 
must have taken place between Britain and Gaul, Grecian coins became 
known in this island, and 'were coarsely imitated by native artists." He 
conceives "that the coins commonly called British have a Greek origin is 
beyond all doubt; "  yet it seems possible that the Gaulish money, copied 
from the Macedonian, may have been the prototypes of the British coinage. 

The fact itself may be true, as he justly observes, whatever may be 
thought' of the inference. Hitchins (Hist. of Cornwall, Vol. i.), considers it 
certain that the Greeks visited Cornwall, but did not know of any Greek 
coins being found there (p.  309). See also Nun. Chrom. i. 24. 




