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IN bringing this - subject before the Society there need be no 
fear of my Obtruding any crude philological speculations upon 
* your attention; but it seems to me due to the members of the 
Antiquarian Society that I should bring first before them the 
facts of what is certainly one of the most satisfactory discoveries 
which it has been m lot to make in hunting through the 
various libraries ill -: the University during the past fifteen 
years. • - • - - - 

Rather more than a year ago I heard - that- Mr Whitley - 
Stokes was likely to be soon returning from India for a short 
stay. -Seeing that he is far the most distinguished Celtic 
scholar that we have, I thought it mig1t be practicable to find: 
some traces of one or other of the branches of the Celtic stock 
of languages, some scraps possibly of old Irish- 	had as 
yet escaped the researches of antiquaries* 	philologists, and 
which 1 . could offer as a welcome to' one who has done so .  
much to elucidate. - the scanty fragments of these early lite.. 

- iatures which have come down to us. For this purpose I 
proposed to' myself to make a deliberate raid upon the library 
of Archbishop Parker at Corpus Christi College. • Having - - 

• - gone through Nasmith's 'Catalogue and taken notes of all thern * 
manuscripts described -as being of an early date, 'venerandae::' 

- 	 19 	- 
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antiquitatis,' 'litteris antiquioribus'Saxonicis,' &c., &c., my wishes 
were met by Mr Lewis, the Librarian, with his usual courtesy. 
On going to the Library; and taking down, one after another, 
the books of which I had taken a note, it was not long before 
I came upon a copy of Martianus Capella, one of the most 
favourite writers of the early, middle ages.. Here, among the 
crowd of Latin glosses, it was easy to distinguish a few words, 
not of Irish, which I at first thought I might find, but of 
unmistakeable Old Welsh, written in a handwriting apparently 
as early  as any remains of the Welsh language known to be in 
existence, and .exhibiting forms familiar enough to students of 
Zeuss's - Grammatica Celtica, but presenting an appearance to 
the eye very different froth that of modern Welsh. 

A subsequent careful examination of thebook has enabled. 
me to extract about 140 glosses, or vernacular explanations of 
hard or singular words; and it is possible that a second reading. 
of the manuscript, upon which I am nowengaged, may yield a 
few more. .. 

To some persons the interest of a discovery of this kind may,  
be difficult to appreciate; but a very few words will I think be 
sufficient to- point out the nature of the value which such 
glosses possess, even for the historical antiquary; and it is on 
this ground only that I have been bold enough to bring the 
subject before Our Society.  
- The macs of Welsh literature which we possess goes back 

only to the twelfth century. The oldest of the 'Four Ancient 
Books of Wales,' so ably edited by Mr. William Skene, is the 
Black Book of Oaermarthen; and 'this. cannot be placed earlier 
than the later half. of the twelfth century. Now there is a 
considerable mass of poetry attributed to British tards of the 
sixth century; but the advocates of the antiquity of these poems 
have had many difficulties to contend with, besides that of 
bridging over the gap of six centuries, in which no manuscripts 
of these poems are.' re forthcoming. One well knuwn writer has 
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even been rash enough to assert that the very rhythm in which 
SOme of the poems are written can only have been bdrrod 
from the Norman writers of the thirteenth. century ; an assertion 
which at once met with well merited castigation at the hands 
of Dr Guest. Under these circumstances -  it is desirable to col- •' 

' lect every sample of the languagen Its earlier State Vhich can 
anywhere be found, a-nd which we can be sure was written as 
we now have it before the twelfth Century. Every word is of 
value as helping to show the changes through which the lan- 
uage passed during that period ; and thuh It would be a 

fruitless as well as a wholly uns'ho'larliket occupation, to at-. 
tempt to rewrite the poems in a supposed dialect and orthoi. 

 of the sixth century, yet a earelui study of what remains 
may enable us to advance a few steps towards seeing in what 
way poems of 'a very early date may agree with, and must differ 
from, the texts as we now have them. 

Of all that remains to us of Old Welsh, except the proper 
names and a few words. scattered through early manuscripts of 
Latin Chronicles, &c., the sources may be counted on the fingers 
of one hand; so far as has been hitherto known. They are 
these: 	 . ' 	 0 

(1),  The Gospel of St Chad at Lichfield, coutaining some 
documents in. mixed Latin and Welsh, written on the margins 
of the volume, 'said to be late vmth or early ixth century. This 
MS. was described, and the entries printed, by Watley in his' 
Gatcilogus (FOA Oxon. 1705). 

(2) A MS. at Oxford (Anct.F. 10 32) containing a fragment 
of Eutychius de conjugationibu Latinis, a fragment of Ovid's 
Art of Love, some Excerpta de mertsuris calculi, the Runic 
Alphabet of Nemniviis,, and other pieces, with a number of 
Welsh glosses on a few of the pages, said to be late viiith 
or early ixth century. The . MS. was described by Wanley, 
and the glosses, &c. printed, with a commentary, by Zeuss in 
his Gramniatica Ceitica.  

19-2 
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(3) One leaf at Luxemburg, containing a number of Welsh 
glosses on Latin words, said to be of the same date as the pre-
ceding. Discovered by 'Mone in 1851, and printed, with a com-
mentary, by Zeuss. 

(4). An 	MS. at Oxford (Bodl. 572) 'containing some 
Welsh glosses on a Latin text, said to be of the xth or xith 
century. The MS. was described by Wanley, and the glosses 
printed, with a commentary, by Zeuss. The whole text, with 
the glosses, has been printed by Mr Stokes in the Transactions 
of the   Philological Society for 1861 (8vo. London, 1862). 

(5) A MS. of Juvencus (Ff. 4.42) in the University Library 
here, said to be of the eighth or ninth century, containing 
a number of Welsh glosses, besides two Welsh and four Latin 
poems in a handwriting which cannot well be later than the 
latter half of the ninth century. The MS. was used by Lhuy4 
in his Archceologa (Fol. Oxon. 1707); and all the Welsh in 
it 'has been printed, with a commentary, by Mr Stokes, in 
the Transactions of the Philological Society for 1861 (8vo. 
London, 1862), art. xxii. This MS. is of course far the' 
most valuable relic yet discovered, for' the literature as dis- 

- tinguished from the language, because the Welsh poems are in 
precisely the rhythm of 'those 'triplets which, according to the 
reckless assertion of Mr Thomas Wright, cannot possibly have 
been written earlier than the thirteenth century. Some years 
ago I was enabled, from the Latin poems which are found at 
the end of the volume, to fix the date of the writing with toler-
able certainty to the middle or latter half of the ninth cen-
'tury. More recently I have had the satisfaction of seeing this 
confirmed by Mr Thomas Wright himself, on the occasion of 
his last visit to the University Library; and it is the more 
satisfactory, because he did so on ground where he is unques-
tionably a good judge; and, moreover, he was perfectly uncon-
scious of the bearing which his remarks had upon the question. 
On the last page of the book there is a strange Latin rhythm, a 
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kind of Sequence, written -as prose on the spaces left vacant by • • 
the Latin poems written by the scribe 'of the Welsh triplets. 
This Sequence is in the Hiberno-Saxon character, easily dated 
by any one at all conversant with Anglo-Saxon documents. 
Mr Wright, without a moment's hesitation.' described it as good 
Anglo-Saxon writing of' the tenth century. I asked no more 
questions. .1 knew he was familiar with such writing, and it 
was sufficient evidence that the writing which necessarily. pre-
ceded this on the same page, could not very well have beeh. 
written in the thirteenth century.  

I need hardly say here that the grammatical forms in the 
poems in the Juvencus MS. are such as could not have been 
written in the thirteenth century.' Such as they are, the poems 
are extremely difficult to understand, and they are a crux to our 
very best Celtic scholars. The glosses, on' the other hand, for the 
most part, help to explain themselves, because, 'from their' very 
nature, they usually accompany their exact Latin equivalents. 
And hence it is evident that every additional word discovered 
in the shape of a gloss is so much clear gain, because it affords 
a sound basis for a knowledge of the grammar and orthography 
of the language as it was in that early period. The Irish mis-
sionaries were so abundant on the. Continent in early times, 
that the traces of' their language are to be found scattered all 
over Europe. But with the Welsh 'it was far otherwise; and 
having been driven- . into a corner instead of being scattered 
abroad, the remains of their early language and literature are 
now as rare as they are- precious. It is, therefore, a source' of 
particular' satisfaction to me that the discovery of these fresh 
remains, the glosses on' the Martianus Capella, which are ap- 
parently as early as any yet known,. should have been' made 	' 
within the, precincts of our own University, which has' already 
yielded' so many treasures of this kind in quite recent times. 	'' 




