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XXVIII. NOTES ON CHARIB IMPLEMENTS / IN BAR-

BADOS AND THE NEIGHBOURING (WEST INDIAN) 

ISLANDS. Communicated by the Rev. WILLIAM 

GRIFFITH, M. A., St John's College. 

[November 24, 1873.1 

A GREAT variety of types and a large number of some types 
of Indian hatchets, chisels, &c., are found in the West Indian 
Islands and on the mainland frequented by the Charib Indians. 
These Charibs are extinct in most of the islands; but a settle-
ment of them remains on the Windward coast of St Vincent, in 
the Charib Territory north of River Byera (ceded to them in 
1660). Many fierce fights occurred between the English troops 
and the Charibs reinforced by others from St Lucia. Such 
places as "Bloody Bridge" and "God-save-the-King Bridge," 
evidence, the struggles which have taken place. Near War-
ranarou, on Jan. 6, in company of the Rev. G. M. D. Frederick,. 
I saw a party of nearly pure Charibs engaged in grating and 
washing the cassiva root to obtain the farine. 

They are somewhat copper-coloured (a pale yellow Dutch. 
cheese is perhaps the best comparison), roilnd-faced, fiat-
featured, oblique-eyed, and have long black hair. They are 
thus entirely distinct from the Negro. In former days their 

1 These notes were compiled during a residence from October 2, 1872 1  
to July 2, 1871 A large collection of the implements here described was 
exhibited to the Society when this communication was read. 
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heads were flattened, while children, by a board tightly pressed 
on them. 

Two peculiarities may be noticed. They are buried sitting 
crouched up. The language, which is fast dying out, is full of 
repetitions (..g.'  Wan a-warrou), and is in part at I least different 
for tie two sèxès. "What is the Charib for rain ?" asked 
Mr F. 	If a man was talking it is . . . ; if a woman, 
• . . ; if she used the man's word they would laugh. at it." 
The following (proper names of places) wIll give n idea of the 
language—Calliaqua, Macariacaw, Massaricaw, Rabacaw—Cama-
caribou, Warranarou, Wallibou, Layou, Bayabou, The Charibs 
and negroes may still be seen building their canoes, cutting 
down the trees, bu'rning and chopping them hollow, forcing 
them open by transverse logs wedged in; and now building up 
the gunwales with boards... The bow and stern are ultimately 
out open and a piece of wood inserted 'with the grain vertical, 
so as to stand the necessary strain. The "dug-outs" or 
thgues" thus made are largely used in ,  St :Vincent and St 
Lucia. One I saw in course of making was 25 ft. long. 

St Vincent 'and St Lucia being volcanic islands, hard stone 
is foud, of which the necessary implements for boat-building, 
digging, and other purposes, could be made. They vary, in 
substance, forth, size, and finish. Some are as carefully worked 
as others are carelessly. Of those '.1 'obtained in these islands 
all, with the exception of one, have more or less of "ears" to 
enable them W be fixed to the handle. 

It would be of interest to ascertain, in .ny case in whih the 
stoiO 'used is not found in 'the 'island, 'where it 'cotFid have been 
brought from. 'This 'would be especially easy 'and useful in, the 
Case of the stone hatchets fonnd in Barbados. 

The. greater part' of' this 'island is of coral, a'nd although 
the northern part, "Scotland," is 'certainly volcanic,  stone for 
hatchets must be very rare in the island. In case there 'is' no' 
formation suitable for the .purpose, a few pebbles might pro: 
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bably be picked up on the beach, such as some I found near 
Bird River in St Michael's Parish, where a large caverr, possibly 
Charib, occurs.  

Among the collection of-implements, two stone ones only 
were .obtained in Barbados. The larger 'one was picked up by a 
-boy near Codrington College, and is much damaged. The 
smaller one, of jade, was picked up about three years ago by 
Alexander M'Collins on the beach at Bath Estate. Its hardness 
is shown by its perfect surface and edge, and by the fact that he 
was accustomed to use it to scratch glass, which it did suffi-
.ciently well to enable him to cut glass to measure. Neither of 
these have any "ears." 

The majority of. stone implements found in, Barbados, 'sO I 
was informed, were of this green jade. 'But even Mr Rawsoii, 
the Governor, who has large collections of shells, &c., and many 
means of collecting, has only six or seven. 

In default of stone 'for their implements, the native .Charibs. 
in Barbados were driven to use the next best mteriai, shell. 
This was usually the central spire or 'the spreading undulating 
lip of the queen conch, either in its ntural or .fossilised state. 
One very small one, exhibited may be of bone. 	 . 
• Some of them seem clearly made of "living" shells, fresh 
from the sea. Others certainly 9f shells long dead, for the 
serpulee and other 'worms have bored into them deeply. Nearly 

'all, with the exception of those most distinctly made of fossil 
shells, show signs of weathering and surface change, owing to 
their exposure to air and water. Their position when found., 
viz. in the earth, in the mud of ponds, or on the sea beach, 
shows what influences they have suffered from. - 

-' They appear all' to have been made by grinding, them down.,,' 
either on a stone or on each other (which would have a double 
effect), sand and water being probably, used in each case. In 
each case where this has been done far enough to produce the 
desired edge, without entirely cutting away the natural curves 

21-2 
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of the shell, it is easy t o recognise by their means the part of 
the shell from which it was derived. It has, however, be en 
suggested to me, and the suggestion seems a good one, that as 
the first edge was ,worn away, a fresh one was given by its 
being further ground down; the result would be, what we do 
observe in them, viz, the distinctive marks are in some per-
fectly clear,, in others partly destroyed, and in others again 
entirely so, the surfaces and outlines being even and unmarked 
by any of the natural outlines of the shell. 

Supposing this theory correct, the idea of a black man—
Moses O'Daniell, son of the schoolmistress at Society—who has 
been now 'some time resident in Nevis, is not altogether wrong. 

• The spoon-shaped ones," he said to me, " are not finished; 
Ali e hollow needs cutting right hut." He mentioned having 
picked up only one stone implement (a green one) in the island 
of Nevis in sixteen years' stay there. This suggests the arrange-
ment of the whole series of shell implements in two classes,. 
according td the part of the shell from which they were made, 
and in 'order in each class according to the amount of work 
bestowed on them to bring them to their present state. Pro-
bably most of those which in their outline and surface have lost 
all marks, can with 'some care be properly classified by carefully 
noting the grain of the shell. The time and labour needing to 
be thus -bestowed would be very gieat, though not so large in 
the case of the natural shells as in that of the fossils; or of 
these- again compared with the stone. An incident related to 
me at Layou, in St Vincent, shows how ready they would be to 
use the necessary time. A Hindu coolie on an estate there 
wanted a needle. Instead of going to the store and buying one 
ready made, he got a piece of thick iron wire, and, after a week's 
patient work on a stone, obtained his desired needle. How well 
finished some of their work was we can see by several of th 
specimens exhibited. The variety of forms is great. - Thus, we 
find the edge curved or straight, bevelled or wedge-shaped, 
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rectangular or oblique. The sides are of their natural shape, 
or as carefully ground down and narrowed as the edges. The 
tops are carefully pointed or rough (apparently fractured), 

• square or retaining the natural curve of the shell—a curve 
which fits the hand with remarkable ease. In one case, for 
certain, the tool has an edge. at both ends, another example of 
which is in the possession of the Rev. W. T. Webb, Principal of 
Codrington College. No doubt those made by differeht work-
men would show slightly differing types. The hollow in some 
cases is most carefully preserved, in others it is ground down at. 
the end to a knife edge. These shapes, among other uses, sug-
gest those now fulfilled by our hatchet, adze, chisel, gouge, 
knife, and spoon, and possibly, drill. For . weapons—spears, 
arrows, daggers, &c.—they do not seem so much adapted. 

The present state of the edges and tools generally is de-
serving of 'notice. They are in ome instances so' bruised and 
blunted as to need a fresh 'edge being given them, as is 
suggested above. Of the three spoons, two are evidently broken 
off, while one is whole. Mr W A. Cilipeper, Master of the 
Middle School, Christ Church, who has studied them for several 
years, says that he has invariably found these broken; 'His 
suggestion .is that they were looked on as peCuliarly the pro-
perty of their owner, and were snapped at his death. If so, the 
unbroken specimen (unique' to his knowledge) must have been 
lost, or its owner must have died unknown (as, for instance, on 
the coast in a storm), with it in his possession. The method of 
using them must have varied with their form. Those (of stone) 
with cc  ears" evidently were intended to have handles tied' on, as 
may be seen in modern South Sea Island weapons. Those with 
the curved ends seem only fitted for holding in the hand, in 
which way some of the others were also probably used. In the 
case of the smallest, the fingers would grasp them. The larger 
number may have been used with a heavy stone as mallet, the 
top of' the tool possibly being guarded by being inserted in a 
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hole in a stick, so that the stick should be directly struck and 
not the shell. This is merely my own, suggestion. Though 
those made. from fresh shells, at all events, are not very hard, 
these would be useful in cutting, wood (in many cases previously 
charred); hi hollowing out the soft rock into caverns, of which 
several flow exist with tool-marks on the walls; in cutting flesh 
or fibrous materials, and other such purposes. The coral rock 
of which the major part of the island is formed is very soft, but 
hardens when exposed to the air. 

The popular nahie among all classes for stone and for shell 
tools is "thunderbolts," as their cutting edge is commonly sup-
posed to enable them to cleave the air in their fall to the earth 
in thunderstorms 

• 	In one case, I heard of such quantities being found that 
they were . used to mend the roads. As to roads, it may be 
mentioned that they are so good, being cut in the rock which 
then hardens, that people from other islands say that, whereas 
they are always trying to make bad roads good by mending, 
the Barbadians are always making good roads bad. 

They are found specially in the neighbourhood of the 
springs, which are. met with "under the cliff;" at intervals. 
These afford the only fresh. water in the island, and would.*  
naturally be the sites for Charib villages, as now for choice 
estates. The College; springs, which now supply in good part 
Bridgetown, fourteen miles off, rise in a little depression, now 
cleared out into a small piece of ornamental water. In removing 
the thick stratum of mud from this, many of the shell imple-
ments were found list year, and doubtless again this year. 
Along with them were found conch, clam,  and other shells, of 
which a few are exhibited, the contents of which were doubtless'  
eaten by the Charibs. As the mud is of great value for manure, 
and is carted away on to the neighbouring estates of College; 
Society, Palmer's, &c., specimens from this spot will be picked 
up for some years to come in the neighbourhood. . 
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Similar but smaller springs occur at the Bath Estate, whence 
several of the specimens come. 

The other locality is the beach, where no doubt the Charibs 
spent much of their time fishing, &c. Many tools were picked 
up by Rev. G. J. 'Chester at Consett's Bay, below the College, 
ha-If a mile distant. This place I was told by Mr Culpeper 
was the best locality for the spoons." S  

NOTE. At a subsequent meeting of the Society Mr Griffith 
read a letter from Mr .Hawtayne, acting Colonial Secretary of 
St Vincent (W. I.), criticising his previous communication upon 
Charib antiquities to the following effect: The Yellow Charibs, 
the aborigines, did not flatten the heads of their children, as 
did the Black Charibs, who are said to be the offspring of 
marriages between the first-mentioned race and a shipwrecked 
cargo of slaves from Africa. The Charib prisoners deported - 
from St Vincent in 1795 to Balliceaux, a small neighbouring 
island, were buried by the sea-shore, but apparently not in a 
sitting posture. Fragments of pottery and whelk and conch 
shells were found in their -graves by Mr llawtayne. Stone imple-
ments both there and in Mustique .are rare, though "ears" of 
Pots-  rudely marked with grotesque faces are not uncommon. 
Shell implements are found in Myreau also. Parcels of axes, 
knives, &c., obtained by Mr IF[awtayne in various islands, are in - - 
the British Museim, and -in the possession of Dr. Barnard Davis, 
of Hanley, Staffordshire. A curious crescent-shaped implement 
of jade has been seen by Mr Hawtayne, but the owner belieyes 
it has some wonderful powers, and will not part with it. The 
canoes are made of the Goumier tree, which yields a great 
quantity of fragrant gum, and are spread open. with the aid of 
wet sand. 	 S 	 . 
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