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XXXIV. ON THE A B C AS AN AUTHORISED ScHoor-
BOOK IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. Communicated 
by HENRY BRADSUAW, Esq., M.A., University 
Librarian. 

[May 24, 1875.] 

A DISCUSSION has been carried on for some years past concern-
ing the nature of a book spoken of in the early part of Queen 
Elizabeth's reign as the ABU.. By the foundation charter of 
a flourishing school near London the boys. are to be taught the 
Grammar and the ABC. No doubt is felt about the meaning 
of the word Grammar; but opinions have been much divided 
as to the nature of the ABU, some holding that a mere spelling 

• book is meant, others insisting that the book is an elementary 
religious book containing the rudiments . of Christian doctrine 
as taught by the Church of England and in a measure pub-
lished by public authority. On the solution of this nice question 
the future history of the school was to turn. If it could be 
shown that the ABC was an elementary religious book issued 
by public authority, it was supposed that. the Endowed School 
Commissioners would not have power to secularise the founda-
tion and divert its endowments to any other purpose than that 
of "education in accordance with theprinciples of the Church 
of England." 
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The question interested me very much from a bibliographi-, 
cl point of view; and, in consequence of a communication from 
one of the Governors of the school, I was induced to. see what 
the accessible' ccessibl facts really were, and to send my friend the re-
suits of my investigation. It has occurred to me since, that the 
facts so collected might have an interest 4or some of the mem-
bers 6f our Society; My letter, docked its beginning and 
end, was as follows:  

0 

KING'S COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, 	 * 
- ............January 15, 1874. 

Let me give you as briefly as I can the results of my re-
searches into the. history of the ABC; two points concerning 
which now stand out with perfect clearness:, 

It was an elementary book for c-hiidxen containing the. 
Alphabet and the Lord's Prayer, ith other elementary religiou s 
matters necessary for a child to know. 

It was published by public autho-iy, and was subject 
to modification from time to time .aco . diug to the temper of 
the times, just precisely as the Prayer-Book was. 

Four early editions of the ABC are at present known, and 
there are. traces of four others, ranging from about 1538 to 
abut 1640. These are. amply sufficient to4llüstiate the state-- 
ments made above with respect to the general. idea of the work, 
and its modification from time to tin-se h .-public authority. 

A few facts put chronplogiealiy will help to a clearer view 
of the ease. 	 - 

1534. The Roman supremacy over. th Churôh-of England 
abolished by King Henry Viii........................ . 	. 

1536 The printed English Bible first publishedin England; 
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1538. . The Epistles and Gospels in the Communion ser-
vice first  printed, separately in English and used in the service. 

1544. The Litany. in English first printed for public use in 
the Church service. 	 . 

1545. The Primer (or Layman's prayer-book) as reformed 
by King Henry VIII first published. 	. 

1547. King Henry VIII died at the end of January, and. 
King Edward VI came to the throne. 

1548. Part of the Communion service first printed and 
used in English, in March. 

1548. Queen Catherine died, in October. 
1549.. The English Pryer-Book first printed and used in 

Church, at Easter. 
1552. The English. Prayer-Book considerably revised, it is 

said under Bucer's influence, and printed. 
1553. . March 25. Letters Patent:  to John Day for the 

exclusive right of printing the English Catechism and the 
ABC.. 

1553. July. King Edward VI died and Queen Mary sue-.  
ceeded to the throne. 	 - 

1554. The Stationers' Company incorporated. 
1558; Nov. Queen Mary died and Queen Elizabeth suc-

ceeded to the throne. 	- 
1559. The English Prayer-Book again revised. 

I will now say ,  something of those editions of the ABC 
of whichcopies are known still to exist, 	." 	 .. 

I.- London, Printed by Thomas Petit, without date, but about 
1538. 8vo. 

The earliest edition of the ABC I have been able to find is 
one printed by Thomas Petit, in London, and of which the only 
known copy is preserved among Abp Sancroft'.s books at Em-
manuel College,. Cambridge'. This is 'in. 'Latin and English. 

-' 	 - 	' I have an exact transcript of this book. .' 	 . 
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The essence of the ABC in older times was the Alphabet, the 
Lord's Prayer, and the Ave Maria. It seems not to have 
been until 1536 that the Creed and the Commandments were 
brought into prominence as matters of elementary teaching. 
Petit's edition of the ABC gives the Pater noster, the Ave 
Maria, and the Credc, both in Latin and in English; but the 

• 	Commandmeiats are not brought prominently forward at all. 
• 	The Graces before and after meals are almost precisely those 

given in the Sarum Manual (or,Book of occasional offices) in 
use in the unreformed 'English Church for centuries. Again we 
find here the. parts of the service requisite to enable a child to 

• serve at mass, as it is commonly called, or, as it is here ex-
pressed, to help a priest to sing (mass). Thomas Petit printed 
in London from 1536 till a little into King Edward's reign; 
but, all things considered, I am satisfied that the present edition 
must have been printed about 1538. 

II. London, Printed by William Powell, without date,, but pro-
5  bably in 17. 8vo.. 

The next edition is one sprinted in London by William 
Powell, of which the only known copy is preserved among 
Mr Grenville's books in the British Museum. This book has 
a semblance of public authority, though 'Powell was not the 
King's Printer, yet from the title it is clear that all others were 
to be set aside and this revised edition alone used. In what 
does this revision consist? First, the instructions for serving 
at mass are, wholly omitted. This is of some importance in 
tracing the sequence of the editions. Secondly, the -Command-
ment§ are here given in full, instead of being merely in the form 
of memorial verses as in ,Petit's edition. (3) Whaever could 
be taken from the Reformed Primer of 1545, here appears, 
agreeing with that. (4) The great variety of Graces before 
and after meals is here very much cut down 'and simplified. 

• (5) A very brief Catechism is here dded (with the elements of 
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the Christian religion) which had no place in the earlier book. 
At the same time it must be noticed that this edition occupies 
a middle place between the earlier and later books, the cate-
chisms being singularly colourless, avoiding any strong expression 
of reformed dOctrine, thus pointing without fail to the very 
commencement of King Edward's reign, when the authorities 
were feeling their way, and were unwilling to give offence to 
either party. The printer, William Po*ell, commenced busi-
ness early in 1547, at the beginning of King Edward's reign, 
and went on into Queen Elizabeth's reign...The prayer is some-
• times for the King, and sometimes for the King, the Queen, 
and the Church. This can only point to a time when King 
Edward was on the throne, and the Queen Dowager (Catherine 
Parr) was still living. The date of this edition must therefore 
be 1547 or the beginning of 1548; and, from all considerations, 
it was most probably issued early in 1547. S 

III. London, Printed by John Day, without date, but between 
March and July 155 3. 8vo. 	 .. . 

The next edition of which .we have a copy is the one printed 
in London by John Day under the authority of King Edward's 
Letters Patent dated March 25,, 1553. Of this edition the only 
known copy is preserved in the library of Saint Cuthbert's Col-
lege, Ushaw; but of this copy unfortunately only half.  (leaves 

i, 4, 5, 8) has come down to us'. Still enough remains to illus-
trate the points insisted on above, namely, the general idea of 
the book, and its modification - by public authority. The Re-' 
formed doctrines had made great progress between the begin-
niñg and the end. of King Edward's reign. These changes had 
found their way into the Prayer-Book published in 1552; and 
the effect of the change is seen in comparing Powell's and 
Day's editions of the ABC. The Lord's Prayer and the Creed 
correspond to the. text in the Prayer-Book. The Ave Maria 

I have an exact transcript of all that remains of this copy. . 
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has disappeared altogether. The Commandments are exactly. 
as in the Communion Service in the Prayer-Book, the petitions 
(Lord, have mercy upon us, &c.) being given after each. The 
Graces -at meals are altogether altered. The old Catholic type 
of Grace has entirely disappeared, and a modern invention of 
the time supplies its place. Of the missing leaves, the con-
tents of 2 and 3 are .easily determined; and as for leaves 6 and 
7, I have little doubt that after the Graces" would end 
with the first few lines of leaf 6, there followed 'a very short 
catechism, such as in,. Powell's edition, which was followed in• 
its turn by the very brief Graces with which Powell's edition 
and this of Day's both conclude. The types used in the book, 
and its general appearance, correspond exactly to those of the 
Catechism printed at the same time, by Day, and which has 
the date 1553 and the King's Letters .Patent printed at the 
beginning. A copy of the Catechism is in the University 
Library, Cambridge. 

IV. Dublin, Printed for the Stationers" Company, 1631. 8vo. 
The latest 'edition known is an Irish version of the book 

made under the care of William Bedell, Bishop of Kilmore, 
and printed in Dublin in 1631. Two copies of this are pre 

'served, one in the British Museum, and one among Abp San-
croft's books at Emmanuel College, Cambridge. I merely men-
tion this to show that the book preserved its identity through 
a hundred years, and continued to be published by authority. 
In fact, the whole history of the Irish vernacular press illus-
trates and èonfirms this view in a remarkable manner. -  The 
first book published in Ireland in the Irish language was the 
Alphabet with the Church Catechism and Articles, il-i 1571. 
The next was the New Testament in 1602. The third was the 
Prayer-Book in 1608. The fourth was the ABC in '1631, fol-
lowed by a, second edition, of which no trace now remains, but 
which must have been' printed, before 1641,. The only. other 
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Irish book kño.krn at all to have issued from this press is a mo-
dified reprint of this very ABC with the addition of Perkins's 
Six Principles of Christian Doctrine, which came out under the 
Commonwealth in 1652. So that, whichever way we turn, we 
find the ABC taking its place as a book of elementary religious 
intrüction,' by the, side of the Bible and Prayer-Books and 
other Church books issued by authority. . 

I must now say a few words about those editions, alluded. 
to above, 'of which copies have not yet been discovered. 

I. London, Printed by Richard .Lant. 
Herbert, in his edition of Ames's Typographical Antiquities, 

page 590, mentions this edition thus: "Thea  A.B.C. with the 
"Pater-noster, Aue, Crecle, and Ten Commaundernenttes in En-

gljsshe, newly translated and get forth at the Kynges 'most 
" gracyous convmaundernënt. It begins with five different Alpha- " 

"bets, and Gloria Patri; then, the Pater-noster, &c. Grace 
before meat, and after." What he says of its being printed 

only on one side of the paper merely implies that what he saw 
was a 'proof-sheet, probably used for binder's waste; but he doea 
not tell us' to whom it belonged. We know of Lant's printing 
from 1542 to 1562, that is from sometime before the death of 
King Henry VIII to sometime after the accession of Queen 
Elizabeth. From the words, newly translated on the title, and 

from the existence of the Ave Maria in the text, I should be 
inclined to place this edition of the ABC between .Ptits and, 

• Powil's editions. Herbert adds the words 'Licenced by the. 

• Corn.' pany'; but as the Station ers 7  Company was' not incorpo-. 
rated till Queen Mary's reign, and this cannot have been printed 
in her reign, the Licence must refer to an edition put forth at 
the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign, of which unfortu-
natiy not the slightest 'trace otherwise has come• dOwn to us. 
The Stationers' Registers will probably give' the exact .date of, 
the Licence for this edition. ' •. ' 
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• 	 II. London, Printed by Richard Jones, 1588. 
Herbert, in his edition of Ames's Typographical Antiquities, 

page 1046, has this entry among books printed by Richard 
• Jones, under the year 1588: The A. B. U. for children, newly 

deaised with syllablesthe Lordes praier, our Belief, and the ten 
Commandements.' In a foot-note he adds: 'This was' allowed 
'him again in 1590, on this proviso, that there shalbe no ad-. 

* . 'ditions made to the same hereafter. But it was cancelled by 
'order 'of a. Court holden 15 May, 1605.' Here we find the 
ABC retaining its identity as in all the other cases, and also 
allusions to the insertion of unauthorised additions, showing. 
that the book even in 1590 retained its character of an autho-
rised school-book. 

- J am afraid I have fairly exhausted your patience, and that 
of any persons to whom you may communicate these remarks; 
but I am glad to have had an opportunity of carrying. through 
an investigation which has, never apparently occupied any one's 
attention hitherto, and which nevertheless has a great many 
points of interest in connexion with the history and literature 
both of the English Church and of English education. 

Note. Within a few weeks after my reading -.the above 
communication to the Society, I 'received' from Dr Reeves, the 
Dean of Armagh, a copy of the ABC with the Assembly's 
Shorter Catechism, printed at Glasgow in 1852. So that where 
I have said that it retained it's character for a hundred years, I 
'might with equal justice have said three hundred. The details 
"in this recent edition are of course in harmony with the doc. 
trine of the Established Church of Scotland; but the old lines 

* are all followed; the skeleton is the same; and the ABC of 
/ 1852 is the lineal ,descendant of the' book issued in the reign 
of Henry the Eighth. •, * ** * 



XXXV. ON TJIE COVER OF THE SARCOPHAGUS OF 

RAMESES III. NOW IN THE FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM. 

Communicated by SAMUEL BIRCH, Esq., LL. D..  

[November 8, 1875.] 

ONE of the most valuable Egyptian monuments in the Fitz-
william Museum at Cambridge is the cover of the granite sar-
cophagus of Rameses III., the celebrated. monarch of the 20th 
dynasty. It was presented to the University of Cambridge by 
the traveller and excavator Belzoni in 1821, That traveller 
removed it from the tomb of the king in the Biban-el-Moluk, 
or Valley of the Tombs of the Kings, at Thebes. The lid of 
the sarcophagus is of red granite, and measures about ten feet 
long by eight feet wide. Rameses is represented on the upper 
part of the lid in very slient relief, under the attributes of the 
god Sekar, or Socharis, one of .the solar types of the god Ra, 
• often conjoined with Ptah or Hephaistos, and Osiris, especially 
as the judge of Kar-neter or Hades. Rameses stands full face, 
his long hair, or head-dress, • namrns, ornamented at the ends 
and having an urreus serpent, the Egyptian emblem of royalty, 
on the forehead. On the top of his head is a symbolic head-
dress consisting of the sun's disk, aten, placed between two 
ostrich feathers, emblems of truth, and referring to the "hall of 
the two truths" in Hades, over which Sekar, or Socharis, in 
his character of judge of the dead, presided, that being the 
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• name of the Hall of the Great Judgment of the Dead. They 
are placed upon two cows' horns, the meaning of which is as 
yet unexplaixed in' this attire. There is a peculiarity• about 
this representation not observed elsewhere, the feathers and 
horns are sculptured five deep. The body of the king is repre- 
sented as rnum.mied, or wrapped in bandages like Osiris and 
the mummies, his hands free and crossed; the right holds the 
crook, heic, emblem of ruling; and the left the three-thonged 
whip, nexex, symbolic of dominion; and both the special atti'i-
butes of Osiris, who is represented with them and in this atti-
tude. At the left side of the kink is the head of the goddess 
Isis, wearing a throne, or seat, her' name and emblem. The 
rest of her figure is wanting, but she has been draped in a long 
garment, placing her right hand at the back of the head of the 
Osizis king, and her left hand on his body to . support his 
mummy upright. On the other side is the goddess Nephthys, 
the sister of Osiris, wearing a long head-dress, narnms, tied 
with a crown, or fillet, melt, and having on her head an emblem 
composed of a hemispherical basket; used for the word Neb, 
'lord,' or 'lady,' surmountin g  the square or rectangle, the hiei'o-
glyph of the word a, 'abode,' the two reading with the feminine 
article Nebta, the Egyptian name of Nephthys. This goddess. 
wears a •  long garmnt and stands in the'-same attitude as her 
sister'Isis, her left hand placed 'behind the king and her right 
supporting him on his body. Under her foot is the Egyptian 
emblem nub, or 'gold,' represented as a kind of collar, and one 
often seen under tho feet ofIsis and Nehthys in these scenes 
on sarcophai.• Between each goddess and the king is a pecu-
liarly elongated figure, wearing long hair and elevating the. 
hands at the back of the king. • Before this figure is a snake ; . 
not the ureus A similar snake painted black, is represented 

' All deceased were considered to be Osiris orOsirian, after their 
decease, and so named from the 19th dynasty. 	• 	' 	: ' 	• 	• 
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round the body of Rameses IX. in the Biban-el-Moluk'. The 
elongated figure also occurs in some of the scenes of the sarco-
phagi 2, but the one that generally receives the figure of Osiris 
is one of the 'types of Athor, the Egyptian Venus, especially 
that in' which she appears as goddess of the West. Round- the 
side of the lid are parts of two horizontal lines Of hieroglyphs 
meeting at the top under the head and passing to the feet at 
which were two jackals seated on pylons,. the Ap-heriu, or 
'openers of the Sun's path,' of the Karneter or Hades; that 
passing on the right side of the lid is most complete. It reads 

Hesar 	suten Xeb 	 neb 	tata 

The Osiris, king of the upper and lower country, lord of 
the two countries. ' 

(®J 	fli 

	

BA user Ma 	Amen 	meri 	sa 	Ra 

BA-USER-MA 	AMEN MERI, 	son [of] the Sun 

Jill (flP 
meri 	neteru 	neb 	gau 	Ramessu 	 - 

Beloved of the gods, lord of diadems, RAMESSU. 

1 	1 fl 	 I 
hek 	An 	 ma 	xru 	 au-k 	em 	neter 

Ruler of On, the truth. spoken'.. Thou art a god.. 

1 tJhampollion, Notices descriptives, p.  170. 
2 Sharpe, Egypt. Inscr. P1, 41. 

Orjustified, i.e. acquitted,. or found truthful, at the final Judgment 
his word true against his enemies or detractors. 
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S7t = 	 I 

unn- k 	em 	user 	nen 	xetf 	nak 

Thou art 	provided; not are the opposers to thee. 

/VWv\  

	

ta en nak 	 ma Xrzz 

Thou hast been given justicatio 

	

sen 	em 	 Hesar 

	

are 	as ..... 	Osiris 

It 	- 
AWA 
- 

am 	Sen 	unn 

a from them, they 

[?]PP1 U 
meses Hek 	An 

[RA]MESES, ruler of On 

The line to the left of the sarcophagus has only the begin-
ning remaining. It reads 

C 	 (Gl'fl) 
Tetu 	Hesar 	'suten 	Ra user Ma Amen men 

The words 	Osirian king RA USER MA AMEN MERI. 

Pu ma.xru' 	au 	Is 	em 	sa. 	a 

is truth spoken. Thou art as my.  son... 

These inscriptions are portions of an early formula found 
on the coffin of Menkara, or Mycerinus, of the fourth dynasty, 
and continued till this and even a later period. In that older 
monument the name of the goddess Nut appears, and she is 
said .to stretch her wings over the Osiris, or deceased monarch, 
figured and embalmed on the model of Osiris. Mythically the 
body of Osiris was supposed' to be canopied by the Heaven, and 
received in the arm's of the West, all the principal sepulchres 
being situated' on the left bank of the river Nile. The inside 
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of the lid is occupied by a figure of the goddess Isis standing 
draped, facing to the Wright, in the usual female garment and 
wearing the throne; her name and emblem on the symbol gold. 
The goddess Hut, or the Ether, usually appears in this place, 
and Isis evidently was considered one of the forms of that 
goddess. Above is a figure of the heaven. 

The lower part, or chest, of the sarcophagus' is in the 
Museum of the Louvre, and has the unusual shape of a car-
touche. The scenes with which it is sculptured refer to the 
passage of the sun through the lower hemisphere or heaven, 
and Isis and Nephthys are at the head and feet, on the em-
blems of gold, in the act of kneeling. They here represent 
the lamentation of the dead Osiris by these goddesses over him 
at his bier. - 

The tomb of Bameses III. .is one of the most magnificent 
in the valley of the tombs of the kings, and the representations 
are of considerable interest'. Its entrance is open to the sky, 
and t' the end of the passage the ceiling is supported by four 
pillars with capitals formed by the heads of bulls, the horns 
curved inwards, as in the head-dress of the king. The scenes 
in it represent Isis and Nephthys kneeling before the god 
Ohnoumis and- the Scarabus. On the right wall of the first 
corridor is the goddess of truth, Ma, winged, kneeling, on the. 
emblem 'lord,' or 'dominion,' - facing the entrance, repeated 
again on the left wall. These goddesses, respectively the lotus 
and papyrus emblems, have the 'upper' and the 'lower' coun-. 
try. On the right wall of the first corridor is the figure of 
Rameses III. adoring the solar disk and the sun disk on a hill, 
between a CrocQdile and a serpent, both referring to the sun's 
path. The other scenes chiefly relate to the usual passage of 

1 Dc Rouge, Monuments Egjptiens dans le Museê du Louvre. 8vo. 
Paris, 1855. 

2  Champoilion, Notices descriptives. Fol. Paris, 1844, p. 407 and foil.10  
Champollion-Figeac, L'Egypçe, p. 347.. 

26 
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the sun. in the, lower heaven during the night, and through the 
regions of the Karneter, or Hades. The tomb is particularly 
distinguished by eight small halls pierced laterally in the walls 
of the first and second' corridor.. In these are representations 
not of a mythical nature but of objects of civil and political life, 
as the work of the kitchen, the rich and sumptuous furniture 
of the palace, the weapons and military, standards of the army, 
the war galleys and transports of the fleet, and twelve repre-
sentations of the Nile, or Hapi, and Egypt. it is the fifth 
tomb in the valley, and a papyrus with the plan and 'description 
is said to have been found by Champollion in the Museum of 
Turin'. It had clearly been accessible and apparently rifled at 
an early period, for the hieratic inscriptions on its walls record 

- the names of different scribes who had visited it in Pharaonic 
times, as Greek inscriptions do the Greek and Roman travellers 
who penetrated during the period of the Roman empire. The 
mummy of Rameses had been destroyed and his tomb in recent 
times rifled of its contents; sepulchral figures of the king there 
once deposited being found in the Museums of Europe. 
• The fracture of the lid of the coffin is also probably of 
ancient date, and even in the flourishing times of the monarchy 
thieves and robbers open-  ed the royal sarcophagi, tore away the 
gold and other valuable ornaments, and burnt the wooden' cof-
fins deposited inside the massive, stone sarcophagi. 

Rameses JJJ2  was one of the most remarkable monarchs 
in the annals of Egypt. A period of political confusion and 
foreign conquest of the country preceded his advent to the 
crown. His father, Setnecht, had indeed succeeded in driving 
out the foreign invaders and re-establishing the native dynasty 

Champollion-Figeac, L'Egypte, p. 348. It appears however to be a 
Plan of the grave of his successor, Rameses IV. Lepsius, R., Grundplan 
des Grabes des Konigs Rarneses IV. (4to. Berlin, 1867). 

2 For-the principal events of the life of Rarneses III. see Chabas, F., 
Recherches pour servir a l'histoire de la XIX. dynastic, 1873, and 
Eisenlohr, Der grosse Harrispapyrus. Leipzig, 1872. 
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of the Theban kings, the 20th of the lists of Manetho. But 
Rarneses had a great task before him, called to the throne at a 
youthful age. Already in her decline Egypt had recourse to 
foreign mercenaries, the Shcwutana, or Sardinians, under which 
name are prdbably comprised the' various nationalities of the 
Greek isles, and the Kahaka and Mauaàa, Libyan tribes 
on the West, and the ,Shasu and Asiatics on the East. The 
first task of Rameses was to restore 'the civil government and 
military discipline, while the disposition and organization of 
foreigners established in Egypt had become one of the most 
important questions. In his fifth year he defeated the Maxyes 
and. Libyans with great slaughter when they had invaded 
Egypt led by five chiefs; and in the same year he had also to 
repulse the Satu, or eastern foreigners, who had attacked 
Egypt. The maritime 'nations of. the West, it appears, had 
invaded Palestine and. the Syrian coast in his eighth year, 
and, after taking Carchemisli, a confederation of the Fvlusatu, 
supposed by some to' be the Pelasgi. Tekkaru or Teucri, ,aka-
iaa or Siculi, Tanau or Daunians, if not Danai, and Uaaa or 
Osci, marched to the conquest of Egypt. It is possible that 
they reached the mouth of the eastern branch of the Nile. 
But Rameses concentrated an army at Taha in Northern 'Pales-
tine, and marched back to defend ' the Nile. Assisted by his 
mercenary forces, he inflicted a severe defeat on the confede-
rated West, and returned with his prisoners to Thebes. In 
his eleventh year the Mashuasha, or Maxyes, assisted by the 
Tahennu, or Libyans, again invaded Egypt to suffer a fresh 
defeat, and the country seems frOm this period to have re-
mained in 'a state of tranquillity. The other events of 'his 
reign were of a more pacific' nature. In an eastern site called 
Aina.u, supposed to he half-way between Hebron and Rehoboth, 
he had made a gre&t tank, or reservoir, surrounded by a lofty 
wall. He had despatched a fleet to Arabia, which had returned 
laden with the spices and' gums of that country to Coptos, and 

26-2. 
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which were thencetransported by men and on the backs of 
asses to Thebes. From Ataka, the supposed scriptural Athak, 
he had received ingots of copper or brass the colour of gold, 
and he continued to work the turquoise mines at the Sarbit 
el Khadim in Mount Sinai. Some small wars carried on in 
Ethiopia against the black- races alone disturbed the peace that 

• Egypt otherwise enjoyed. To the three principal Egyptian 
cities he had made enormous gifts during the years of his 
reign, and the temples of Turn at Heliopolis, Ptah at Memphis, 
and Ammon at Thebes, were restored, embellished, maintained, 
and supplied with all things necessary. The vast temple at 

• Medinat Habu, his palace and his treasury, still remain to 
attest his magnificence and grandeur; and, if his domestic life 
was that of an ordinary Egyptian monarch, he was as distin-
guished in the battle-field as the palace. Treason no doubt 
disturbed his latter days, and it is not known how be died, but 

• he expired after a reign of 31 years and some months, and left 
the throne to his son, it is supposed about B.C..  1200. It is of 
this heroic monarch that the University of Cambridge possesses 
the lid of the sarcophagus, a monument of great value and 
antiquity, and one deserving every care for its due preserva-
tion 

1 The lid is figured by Yorke and Leake in their account of the princi-
pal Egyptian monuments in England, Memoirs of the Roy. Soc. of Litera-
ture, Vol. I. 4to. London, 1827; and in a privately printed dissertation, 
Egyptian Antiquities, by J. P. Cory, M.A., there is an account of the coffin 
and inscription. 
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