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• 	XVI. On the MACES of the ESQTIRE BEDELLS, 

and the MACE formerly, borne by the YEOMAN 
BEDELL. Communicated by A. P. IIUMPHRY, 

Esq., M.A.,. Trinity College. 

• 	 [March 3, 1879.] 

Et quia in statutis Universitatis vidi?nus contvneri quoci duo 
bedelli Universitatis intersint virgam deferentes omnibus yes-
pens, principiis, conventibus, defunctoruni exequiis, et omnibus 
aliis convocationibus, nullo alio in prcejudicio eorum virgam 
delaturo, prcecipimus quoci bedellus glomeriw in prcedictis con-
vocationibus 'et lode coram cancellanio etmagistnis virgam non 
cleferat. In aliis autem locis quandocunque et ubicunque voluerit 
et maxime pro expeditione sui officli virgam libere deferat licenter 
et quiete. 

- The above -extract from an adjudication' made in 1276 • 
by Hugh de Baisham, Bishop, of Ely, and founder of our first 
College, of certain matters in dispite between the Scholars in' 

• the University and the Archdeacon of Ely, goes far' to fortify 
us in the belief that the Maces, wands, or staves of office of 
the Bedells have formed prominent features of, the leading 
public actions of the University from the time of 'its 'earliest 
incorporated existence. What may have been the peculiar 
functions of the "bedeilus glomeriw," and of the "magister 

• 	glomenice" to whom he was subordinate, is a vexed question 

1 Given at length in Fuller's' History qf the. University of Gambricige, 
Sec. ii. 13. 
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not necessary to be here dealt with, further than to mention 
that he has been conjectured to have been the precursor of 

• the now extinct Yeoman Bedell', whose Mace is one of the 
subjects now under consideration. 

In ancient times, perhaps indeed in the 	liest age of the 
University, but more probably;  after special indignation in- 
curred by some unlucky  Bedell,. the staves, as emblems of 
the Bedells' office, were annually surrendered to the Senior 

• Proctor', to*- be at once returned to their -proper holders if no' 
charge involving suspension from office were then preferred 
against them. In the Statutes of Edward VI., the Chancellor 
is more properly named as the official into whose hands the 
surrender is to be made, and the custom was so maintained 
until recent times; our present Statute s, confirme4 in . 1858, 
being the first . which have' not contained a provision for its. 
continuance Another custom of a symbolic surrender of the 
Maces has been the laying of them. down, as the insignia of the 
dignities and privileges of tho University; at the feet of the 
Sovereign' on the rare' occasions when the monarch in person 
Ms honoured the University with a visit. Our Maces, there-
fore, em' 'body two very different symbolic nteanings. 

Only two of the three Maces of the Esquire Bedells are 
- now in' use. The third, which' is a little shorter than the 

others and has, as will, be seen, 'certain additional decorations, 
was formerly borne, by the Senior Esquire Bedell, and, was 
last borne by Dr Leapingwell,' who died in 1863. The re-
duction of the number of Esquire Bedells to 'two, an instalment 
Of: the. unceremonious 'utilitarianism which at times hovers 
even-,about time-honoured institutions, had been approved'. 

1 Peacock, Observations on the Statutes of the - Univ. of Cambridge, 
Appendix A. .xxxv.  

2 "Statuta Antiqua, no. 71. 	• 	• 	 • 
. For instance, Queen Elizabeth in . 164, and Queen Victoria in 18436 

Cooper's' Annals, Vol. iii. p. 189, and Vol. iv. p. 662. 
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of by the University Commissioners, and was enacted in our 
Statutes of 1858; consequently Dr Leaping*ell's Mace was 
at his death not handed over to a successor, but was consigned 
for: safe keeping to the Registry, where it remains. 

We now proceed to a description of the details and 
- technical structure of the Maces. They are from 4 ft. 4' in. 
• to 4 ft'.5 in. in length, and the diameter of the' staff itself 

is 1 in. The larger knob, at' the upper end of each Mace 
(which' end by the bye is usually seen downmost in the re-
versed position in which the' Maces are boine before the Vice-
Chancellor), bears upon . its flat top the Royal Arms of the 
Stuart Kings of England. Round this top is a crown of 
alternate*: fleurs-deLlys, and Maltese crosses; and in each inter-
vening space:.between the lower portions of these, • is a ball. 
upon a point, like the balls, and points of the coronet of an 
English Marquis. The upper, and originally projecting, mem-
bers of the fleurs-de4ys and Maltese crosses, are all worn down, 
unless indeed they were barbarously shorn in deference to 
Roundhead principles. The rounded under side of the knob 
is divided into four parts by four upright' pieces of Renaissance 

• ornament of a kind not unfrhquently met with in carved wood 
as well as plate, cOnsisting of scroll-ork' arranged about what 
may be taken for the head and body of a human figure. An 
instance of such ornament, though' attached' only at top and . • 
bottom to the main structure, may be seen at the upper part 
of the stem of the. Edmonds Cup, of the year 1613 (that is 
some thirteen years before the' date of our Maces), belonging 
to the' Carpenters' Cothpany;'.' of which Cup 'an engraving 
may be seen' in Mr Cripps' admirable work 'on Old- English 
Plate '. In the case of the now ,  unused' Mace, the four smooth' 

• spaces 'divided: off by these ornaments are occupied respectively 
by the rose, fleur-de-lys, thistle, and, a space where, the harp 
has, been' -each surmounted by a crown. In' the other two 

Cripps, p. 292. 
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Maces these spaces are left blank,and it is quite impossible 
to say whether they ever : were similarly filled. The head of 

• theunused Mace has been broken from its attachment to the 
staff, so that we can take it off and look inside it, and by this 
ñieans as well as by an inspection of sundry minor fractures 
of the ornanients, we are able to say distinctly that the orna 
mental work is not repousse', or pushed' out, embossed from 

• the under side, but apphqüe', Or laid on to the fiat surface of 
the main structure after having been separately worked up .  
in the solid piece. The top of the Mace of the Ward of Cheap 1' 

made in 1625 (that is, one year before our Maces), is very 
similar to the. tops of our Maces, and in it the crown of 
fietirs-de-lys 'and. Maltese crosses is shorn down to the same 

• 	level as in ours, but for an object for which ours were cer- 
• 	tainly not defaced, namely the addition in 1678 of that domed 

crown of four bulging bands of metal, so familiar upon Maces 
up to the present time. Mr Cripps gives an engraving' of 
this Mace as being particularly characteristic of its time, and 
he obséives that Mace-heads of this pattern were not uncoin-
monly made to unscrew from the stem ,and screw on 'to 
suitable feet so as to serve as drinking-cups, the flat top 
being also remoitable and serving as a lid. But our Maces 
are certainly not so constructed as to he convertible in this 
manner. Mr Naylor, however, tells us that the heads of the 
Maces of the Town - of Cambridge are made to screw off 

• froth Abe- - staves and to screw on to the feet of the Maces. 
They ae then serviceable as drinking cups to be passed from 
hand to hand, but are not capable of standing upright when 

• 	set down. 	. 	. 
• 	The plain surface' of the stems of the Maces is relieved 
by the repeated engraving of the escallops of the donor's arms, 
nd is divided into six compartments by five rings,, -.Of  which 

thea three nearest to the centre are n good deal larger than 

Grip 	335. . 	. 
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the others and bear, on .a band encircling their widest part, 
appropriate mottoes rather rudely engraved in Roman capitals,;'  
The moulding of the rings above and below these inscriptions 
is of a well-known character frequently to be met with on plate 
of Elizabethan and somewhat later date; and something like 
it may be seen in Mr Cripps' illustration '  of. the Edmonds 
Cup before alluded to. The following are the inscribed mot-
toes: 

Mace 1 . 	. 
Dux erat super eos Jehovah cum eo. 1 Paral. 9.20.. 
Fact sunt ei virgse so1ida in sceptra regentium. Ezeçh. 19. IL 
Dux tibi sit seniper talis et iste dui (misengraved for diii). Mart. 

L. 12. Eps.2 

Mace 2. 	 . 	. . 	. 
Tolle virgam et congrega populum. Num. 20. 8. 
Me duce certus ens. ){art. Lib. .1.. Ep. 4•3 

Virga tua et baculus consolantur me. Psal. 23. 4. 

Mace 3. 
Portans virgam Del in mann sua Exod. 4. 20 
Virtute duce comte fortuna. 4  
Annon ipse baculus manus nostrie., Tobi. 5. 25.,. 

Those of . the above inscriptions which are taken from the 
Bible come no doubt from one of the Latin editions, though 
so far as the Vulgate is concerned they differ frorn it too 
much for. them to belong to it; and they hardly seem suffici-
ently to agree with our Authorised Version to I enable us to 
regard them as simple translations from it. 

The lower and spherical knob of each of the Maces carries 
a little foot, intended to rest upon the ground, and is divided 
into four quarters by ornaments very similar, with small addi-
tions, to those of the upper knob. In these four quarters 
respectively are placed, in raised work, the arms of the IJniver - 

1 Cripps, p. 292. 
In modern Editions, Ep. xii. vi . 6. 
In modern Editions,' Ep. I. ii. 6. 
Cicero, EP. ad  Fam.x iii. § 2. 
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siy', the. crest 2  of George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, the 
badge 3  of his office of High Admiral' and lastly his coat of 
arms". 

• 	Under the University Arms is engraved he motto "Mars 
• 	Musas," which for a time served as the motto of the University, 

and is still to be seen on the University Seal', which bears 
date 1580. Under the Duke; of Buckingha.th's Arms is en-
graved on the two Maces now in use the words "Fidei colvicula 
crux." The 'word colvicula has for some. years been a standing 
puzzle; no such word is to be found in any Latin dictionary, 
and for an instance of a desperate struggle to rise out 'of the 

'difficulty it is only necessary to turn to the Cambridge 
Portfolio'. As usual, however, 

I

it is better not to go too far 
afield; and on the disused Mace in the Registry the motto' 
may be read, faint no doubt, but. plain enough, "Fidei 
cotcula crux," which a reference to Burke further informs 

"Gules sur ung croix d'ermines entre quatre Lions passant d'oi ung 
Livre de gules." From the Patent granted by Robt. Cooke, Clarenieux, 
9 June, 1573; now in the University Registry. There is no mention of 
crest or supporters, both of which are included in a grant of arms to the 
Town by the same King of Arms two yars later.  See Cooper's Annals, 
Vol. ii. p. 330. 

A lion rampant argent, ducally crowned or. 
A cabled anchor.  
Argent a cross gules charged with 'five escallops or. The Duke's 

ancestor, Sir NichOlas de Villiers, having accompanied Edward 1. to the 
Holy Land, is said to have laid aside his ancient arms and'to have assumed 
these. The St George's Cross, it' has-been suggested, denotes his country, 
and the escallOps, which are the badges-of a pilgrim, are amemorial of his 
expedition. The use of crosses in heraldry is believed to have originated 
with the Crusaders; and Spenser does not omit thus appropriately to blazon 
the shield of his Red Cross' Knight. Faery Queene, Bk.i. c. i. 2'.' 

'- This seal was presented by Matthew Stokys, .the donor of the picture 
• 

	

	tq be noticed later. Grace Book A. 133 (b). The. old saI was melted 
down, but good impressions of it exist. 

6  p. 528. Quasi Colvekerlia, according to Du Cange (Lex. Med. Latini-
tatis), who quotes the Chronicon Abbatire S. Bertini de' Rodolpho Guinarum 
Comite, and adds—" nam eorum vulgare. colve clavum, et kerli rusticum 
sonat". 
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us. is the Villiers' motto. There is. no. doubt, that the word 
colvicula upon the other two Maces is nothing but the creation 
of a misinformed' engraver. And the character of the letters' 
of thig inscription, as well as of 'the. "Mars Musas," is such 
as can only have been produced' within the last 100 years or 
so. Most likely..- this was, part of the work paid for in. the 
following bill, w1iici. is' to. be. found among the youchers of the 
University accounts.  

	

1791 	The-Univ. of Carnridge to Mr 	S.proson 
Se.ptr 23, 	To-Repairing, Beautifying. and Siiver, £ s. d. 

	

aded ($ic) to the three Maces 	. 18 0 0 
Reed the contents of the Revd  Dr Craven 

Jan'7 23. 1792. for Mr. Sproson 
W. Bell. 

There is another bill of the year 1828, in which £13. 12s. Od. 
is charged by Messrs Rundle and Bridge for repairing, polish- ' 
irig, and silver added to the Maces; but the former would 
seem more likely to include. - the, inscriptions, probably under 
the item "Beautifying." There are various entries in the 
University accounts of small suns of 'from 2s. 9d. to 15s., 
paid in different years for- mending the-  Maces, but these 
repairs no doubt were casual and unimportant: . 

Each Mace consists of five hollow pieces which are built 
upon, a. wooden stick and held fast to it with silver, screws. 
And from a description in a MS book in the Registry, 'written 
before the middle of the last' century, which says' that' some 
of the inscriptions are upside down, it is clear' that the pieces - 
were not always. Very. carefully' put together. They are all 
the right way up now.  

Our other Mace, that of' the Yeoman Bedell, is in general 
- form like the other. 'The staff is of mahogany and all the 

central portion of it is exposed, except where two rings of 
silver enCircle' it. The collar, of each of these two central 
rings is engraved 4ith.the motto " }itior est qui se,"—hardly 

complete sentence, nor do I know where it comes from. 
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It is not to' be found in' Burke's list of family mottoes., The 
knob at the top of the Mace is very like those at the' top 
of the two Maces now borne by the Esquire 'Bedells; the 
knob at the bottom is smaller and almost plain, and ends in •  
a pyramidal point. The silver coverings ensheathing the upper 
and lower portions of the mahogany staff are engraved over 
with cross crosslets, which also appear upon a coat of arms 
engraved upon one side of the silver at the upper end of 
the' Mace. Traces of gilding are visible in the more protected 
sunk' portions of the silver work, and from, this, 'as well as 
from .a bill to be noticed later, it is clear that ,the whole of 
the silver work' was' formerly gilded, though . a picture in 
Akerman 1  shews clearly enough that at the beginning of this 
century the gilding had so worn off that the Mace had the 
appearance of plain silver. 

As regards the dates of ihe Maces, these like the generality 
of Maces bear no hall-marks, so we are obliged, to investigate' 
their history. Fortunately we know that the Esquire Bedells' 
Maces were presented by George Villiers, Duke of Bucking-
ham 2, who was 'elected Chancellor of the University 'in 1626, 
and was assassinated by .Felton in 1628. The Cambridge 
Portfolio attributes' the presentation of the Maces to ,the 
Duke of Buckingham who became Chancellor in 1671; but 
in this it runs counter not only to all existing records, but also 
to the evidence, of the Maces themselves, which bear. the 
cabled anchor, the badge of the office of High Admiral, which 
'office the former Duke of Buckingham' did, and the latter 
did not, fill. 

We have unfortunately very little knowledge' of the 
Maces' then supplanted, except  that they remained in the 
possession of the Esquire BedellC at that time holding office; 

History of the University of Cambridge, Vol. ii. p. 315. 
2 Fuller's History of the University of Cambridge, Sec. ix. 14. 

Cambridge Portfolio, p. 245.  
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their names were Thomas Buck, John Buck; and Francis 
Hughes. The old Maces were of silver, and therefore it is 
odd if even one of them has, escaped the Civil Wars of 
Charles I., the mint policy of William III., and the Georgian 
love of huge silver table services. There is a picture in the 
Registry, presented by Matthew Stokys, ' nuper unus ex 
armigeris bedellis et hujus almoe Academice registrarius," in 
1590, which contains, besides tables of weights and measures 
and the "size" of various trades, representations of two 
great University processions. Here it would at first sight 
seem that we have a picture of the Bedells and the Maces of 
the olden time, but the striking resemblance of these Maces 
to those now in our possession raises suspicions strotig enough 
to demand a little inquiry into the history of the picture. 
And sure enough, in the University accounts for 1656, for 
which year the vouchers, which would probably give further 
details, are unluckily not extant,.we find the following entry :- 

To Knuckles the Limner for renewing Consistory 	Stokys Table, and the pictures 	007-00 - 00 

Seven pounds was then a goodly sum, to which Mr Knuckles 
probably felt he could not do justice without giving a little 
original work, and perhaps he thought the former artist had 
painted the Bedells' staves very badly, not in the least like 
what he might have seen any day by walking out into the 
street. No doubt Mr Knuckles left the picture a fair piece 
of evidence of the matters in it as they were in his time—
not earlier..  

Of the origin of the Yeoman Bedell's Mace there seems 
to be no definite record, the only clue therefore is furnished 
by the arms engraved upon it. These consist of the arms of 

• the University partly torn away, and of an Earl's coat' and 
coronet near the' upper, and an Earl's crest and coronet. near 

A chevron between three cross crosslets, a crescent for 'difference. 
2  On a m,  ount vert a wivern rising,' or. 
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the lower
'  end of tile staff. ThesO corrëspdñd' 'With 'the crest 

and, arms' given in BirkO 'as belonging to the Earls of  
Holland, whose §ufname . was Rich, eicet thait Buike calls 
the crosses "botoñne," whereas n'Qt only are the 'crosses 'on the 
coat-of arms on our Made most distinctly cross erd,ssleth, bit 
the cross ctosslets are engraved all over the silver Coverings of 
thetaff, just, as are the escallops of the Duke of Buckingham's 
arms 'upOn the Esquire Bedells' maces. An inspection of certain 
impressions of Lad H011and's 'seal upon letters' preserved in 
the Registry leave' 'us where We' were, because the crosses 
are small and not very  distinctly to be. a' . ssigned to eithdr •of 
the two classes.- But Gui'llith 2  writing in '167 gives the ,EàH 
of Holland' s cro'sSe a crOss, crosl!ets, and a an Eai'i f Hollaild 
succeeded - to? the Duke of Buckingham As Chancellor i 1628, 
which office he held, till he was beheaded in 1648, we mã 
safely' conclude' that. he fOiiovd the liberal e±ampie of his 
predeceor, and was the. donor of the Yeoman B'edeiI"s Mace. 

As has been noticed, at the top of all th Maces are the 
Royal arms, of our Stuart Kings, and it would have been a 
great satisfaction if we could have believed that the Well-
known loyalty of our University had availed 'to prevent these 
arms from being tampered with during the pedon'uinance' 
of the Commonwealth; In the Parl€anëntar'y History of 
Englanc 3  we read that "the day before the Thanksgiving 
Day, June 6, 1649, a new Mace was brought 'Into the House, 
ornamented with Flowers instead of a cross on the tOj,i; with 
the Arms of England and Ireland instead of the late Ki.ng's : 
this was not only' approved of and ordered to be carried before 
the Speaker for the ,future, but all other 'Maces, throughout 
the NatiOn, were required to be made according to' the same 

1 Gules a chevron between three crosses. botonnée or, a crescent for 
diffeieñcO. 

2 Treatise of Honour,: p. 39, fig. 18. 
Vol. xix. p. 129.  
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Form and Pattern." •  In Pursuance of this Order the Corpora-
tion of Cambridge expended. in 150 the large ,  sum of 
£47. Bs. 6d. on the aJteration of their Made—s'. . And in the 
University accounts for the year ending 3rd Nov. 1651 ; therè 
are the following entries  

It. paid to Mr Blackwell for 'altering. John Holden's 
staffe, and for carriage of it to London, and re- 01 —00 06 
carriage  

It. paid for altering the 'S Esq Bedells staves ex 
cOncessione auditorum . 	. 	08 16 09 

The vouchers- for the b'dv.'are unfortüñatel missing, 
though some vouchers of that year are preserved. But theë 
cannot be, much doubt that the alteration in question was the 
substitution of the arms of the Commonwealth for those of the 
King, especially as an inspection inside the rOmOvable head of 
the Mace in the Registry reveals distinct  signs of a circular 
Piece having been cut out, of diameter rather smaller than 
that of the piece on which the arms now are. Of the sub-
sequent replacement of the Royal Arms on the Mace of John 
Holden, the Yeoman Bedell, th following bill, which is among 
the vouchers of the University accounts for 1663, is good 
evidence: . . . . . . 

	

the old armes Wtt 10z 1 	at 5' the oz comes to 9s —6 
£s d 

the new comes to Silver chaseing and Gilding: to 2 - 15-6 
myne comes to more than the old one 2 - 69 

the silver of the new Wtt 	. 	. 	- 9 - 0  
- the making . 	. 	. 	. 	. 1-15-0 
the Gilding . 	. 	. 	. 	. 0 -  11 - 6 

Received in full of this Bill 	2-6-0 - . 
	 Samuell Urlin 

wittnes John Houlden 

It is not uninteresting to note the existence in Cambridge 
A that date of a silversmith able to execute the work. It would 
assuredly now be sent to London. 

1  Cooper's Annal$, Vol. iii. p. 431. 
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Of the re-alteration of the arms on the Esquire Bedells' 
Maces, no record has come to light. But it would not be 
easy to believe that when the King came "back to his own 
again," and the officials of the University went to. Whitehall 
to congratulate him on June 5th,. 1660, the Esquire Bedells' 
Maces could have displayed before the King's eyes, the badges 
of a state of things of which the happy abolition was to him 
and all present the sole cause of their rejoicing. 

Up to the, present time the two disused Maces, since they 
have :been. allowed standing room in the Registry, have te 
mained in a black uncleanedt, condition, from an undoubtedly 
wise desire to preserve them from the rouge and rubbing 
which have become the greatest modern enemies of old .plate. 
.But it would be far better, and the objects are unquestionably 
worth it, to clean them thoroughly once for all, and keep them 
in a glass case, in which they' would be visible in their proper 
clean condition. And this we have good hope may yet be. 
done. ' 
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