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XXVIII, ON A MUMMY'S TREASURES'  RECENTLY 
DISCOVERED. IN THE DELTA. Communicated - by 
C. W. KING, M.A., Trinity College., 

[December 1, 1879.1 

A DISCOVERY, equally uncommon and instructive,, as placing 
before our eyes what coinages of Greece and Asia were 
in circulation, at one and the same time, was recently made 
upon opening a mummy-case exhumed somewhere in the 
Delta. ' 

It contained amongst other 'i'nferice a deposit of seventeen 
silver coins, minted by several different and far-distant na-
tions; in general fresh from the die, as if carefully selected' 
samples out of some miscellaneous treasure. Names and de-
nominations are as follows.: Abdera,' ,tetradrachm: Acanthus, 
tetradrachm: Athens, three hemidrachms: the drachma now 
assigned to Babylon, with view of the city walls; Barca with 
Head of Ammon 'in profile, two tetradrachms and two hemi-
drachms: Chios,' didrachm.: Citium, didrachm: Lycia, with the ,  
grappling-iron (or flesh-hook), the supposed rebus on the name 
of the first Satrap of" that country, "Harpagus," didrachm: 
a didrachm of Macedonia: the great octodrachm formerly 
ascribed to Alexander I., but' now to the Bisaltae of Thrace- 
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and valued at £60: Persia, the half-silver Daric: Syracuse, 
tetradrachm plated, with a deep chisel-cut' across the field 
to test its quality: Tarsus, tetradrachm, with figure of the 
Satrap on his throne. 

Of these coins three were pierced, and furnished with 
• loops of silver wire for conversion into ear-rings: these were 

hemidrachms of Athens, Barca, and the Persian piece. 
All these coins exhibit the most.-.archaic, style of their 

• respective mints; the larger denominations having for reverse 
the simple indented square without any type inserted. The 
didrachm of Citium bears the crux ansata within the square. 

A ray of light, perhaps delusive, appeared to me to be 
thrown, upon the motive for thus collecting specimens -of the• 
currency of so many different emporia. so  widely scattered 
over the uttermost parts of the then known world, by a very. 
insignificant-looking article that caught my eye amongst the 
few other accompaniments of the interment that found their 
way to this country.; but which, taken together, all bear 
evidence in the same direôtion. Thee little relics may be thus 
described:  

A small scarabeoid, not engraved, in fine highly-polished 
sard, without any setting is to be noted; also a scarabeus-
signet, engraved with a cow, in the exact style of art, and 
in the same material (green serpentine), as those so plenti-
fully found in the tombs of Tharros in Sardinia—from which 
country it most probably had followed its owner to the tomb. 
Last of all comes the key (as I take.it ) to the whole mystery, 
in the shape of a little scarabeoid of green • serpentine, bear-
ing for device the mystic conjunction of Baalhammon with 
Ashtaroth, rudely done, but yet unmistakeable to any - one 
acquainted with the symbol. This remarkable diagram— 

'So frequently found on the most ancient Atheniansilver, and sup-
posed, on good grounds, a memorial Of Xerxes' conquest. 
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the regular badge of the Phoenician race, and the distinctive 
mark of all their monuments, coins, seals, &c. - leaves no 
doubt as to the nationality of the inmate of the Egyptian 
coffin. 

• 	This essential point being established, to build uponit 
•a theory that shall fully account for the presence, as well as 

• the variety, of the pieces of silver becomes as easy, as it is, 
• fascinating to the imagination. 

These coins accompany the Phconician trader in, death 
to mark the 'course of his long and adventurous career: they 
tell how in the pursuit ofgain he had visited all the regions 
of the civilised world, from Northern Thraèe to the furthest 
cities of the then explored South—until the hour came for 
him to "furl 1  the sails of Life" in, the quiet harbour of the 
Catacombs. It is evident that the money was not deposited 
with him merely as treasure, or as a fee to the gods of the 
Lower World, for that purpose would have been better fulfilled 
• by the regular currency of the land where the Phoenician 
had found his resting-place—that currency consisting in rings 
of -gold and silver—or, again, if actual coined money was for 
some unknown reason, considered as most appropriate for 
sepulchral honours, his friends would naturally have taken the 
pieces most generally V current in their markets; such as the V 

Athenian tetradrachms of world-wide reputation, -or those of 
the nearer Cyrene, or Cyprus. Some very cogent motive must 
have led them to select, such out-of-the-way and scarce money 
as the octodrachm of Thrace, the didrachm of Citium, or the 
Babylonian drachma.  

Again, it must .  not be overlooked that the native country V - 

of the inmate of the Egyptian tomb is pretty clearly .ppinted V 

out by another circumstance, which is the ear-rings found 

1  A beautiful  ancient' metaphor, pictorially exhibited on the monument 
of Neevoleia Tyche at Pompeii. 	V 
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amongt his other personal ornaments. That. the wearing 
of ear-rings was the national custom with the Punic, race 
is humorously evidenced by Plautus' Joke .  upon it in his I 

• Poenulus 
"They have, inéthinks no fingers to their hands, 

For why? Because they wear their rings in the ear!" 
Poenutu$, v. ii. 202  21. 

As for the date of the deposit, its superior limit i fixed 
by the presence of the silver haif-daric, a coin not in existence 
before the reign of Darius Hystaspis, whose mintage in gold, 
the first 'seeii in Persia, was imitated, (to his own destruction) 
in silver by Aryandes, Satrap of Egypt. None of the Greek 
pieces can be placed more than a century later than the same 
period, so archaic is the style of all. A silver signet-ring, 
found with the rest, is engraved with  a cartOuche which has 
been read as the name of .  Psammetichus (who reigned, down 

• 

	

	to B.C. 617). This king is recorded as .a great patron of com- 
merce and the arts, and as the first to open his country to the 

• Greeks - all which circumstances combine to prove him a 
prince to encourage those fathers of navigation and trade, 
his neighbours of Phcenicia; and equally tend to the support 
of the theory advanced in the foregoing pages. 

Since in this age of forgery and imposition in every depart-
ment of antiquity. (as in all else) every discovery of unusual 
nature 'necessarily excites a feeling of suspicion in the expe-
rienced mind, it is right to add that, the very appearance of 
the pieces composing the hoard is the best testimony to the 
story of its provenance. The various coins are covered with 
a black oxide of the same nature and thickness, that nothing 

• 	but their lying. together for so many'centur 	under the same ies  
chemical influences could have produced by the slow decom-
position df the native lead, which had escaped . the skill of ihe 
ancient refiner; and their condition adds 'fresh eidence to 
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that already furnished by the co'nternporary archaism of, their-
style of art. Besides this, the extreme rarity and present 
enormous price of the greater part of these coins preclude 
even the possibility of the idea, that their deposit was merely 
a trick of some - .modern antiquity-broker. The accurate 
knowledge of numismatics and epochs of art demanded by 
the placing these specimens side by side, so that no glaring 
discrepancy. in the age of any should offend the intelligent 
observer, is far beyond the flight of the Greek or Italian 'agent 
who was employed in the present instance. 

Every one that is imbued with the true spirit of an ar-
chaologist will acknowledge, that high as is the numismatic 
value of these seventeen coins individually, yet their main 
importance consists in their union, and the record which that 
union preserves of the commercial history of the times, and 
(if there is any weight in the preceding deductions) of the 
personal history of their owner. All praise therefore is due to 
Canon Greenwell, who when the offer of the hoard intact had 
been rejected "for want of funds" (more solito) by the great 
National Museum, came forward in the most spirited manner 
to preserve the integrity of the discovery by bidding for it 
on his own account' at any price. 

No particulars of the disinterment of the mummy have 
reached this country; the last proprietor, resident at Cairo, had 
forwarded the ornaments and Coins for. sale to Mr Whelan, 
61, Great Russell Street,, Bloomsbury, to whose politeness I' 
owe the pleasure of examining the find with all the attention 
that its importance deserves, during the August of the present 

1. Alas! in vain—his letter by an unfortunate accident, was not opened. 
before the coins were dispersed amongst the clientele of Messrs. Feuardent 
and Rollin at Paris. The.signet and gems have, happily, passed into the 

• hands of Mr A. W. Franks, the ear-rings into those of the Rev. S. S. Lewis; - 
the latter are figured on the following page. 
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year (1879), and have drawn up this notice with all the ac-
curacy in my power, thiiking it a loss to archo1ogy that a 
discovery of so unprecedented a character should be suffered 
to pass away without any record. 

AI 

1, 

Ear-rings described on pages 386 and 389 engraved to 
one and a half of the original size. 


