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XL ON MURAL PAINTINGS AND OTHER COLOURED 
DECORATIONS AT CHIPPENHAM CHURCH, CAM-
BRIDGESHIRE. Communicated by C. E. KEYSER, 
M.A., Trinity College, F.S.A. 

[November 22, 1 886.] 

THE Church of St Margaret, Chippenham, contains -many 
features of architectural interest, but is especially noteworthy 
for the remarkable series of paintings on the aisle walls, and 
for the profuse decoration which has been lavished upon it, 
apparently in the early part of the 15th century. Much 'white-
wash still remains, and it may reasonably be expected that 
many more subjects may be discovered. 

In the Chancel, a considerable amount of colouring remains 
on the piscina, which occupies the usual position in the south 
wall, near the east end. 

The Uhancel Screen, specially mentioned in Lysons' Magna 
Britannia (Cambridgeshire), retains on the lower panels some 
'of the original colouring, viz, a scroll pattern in yellow on a 
groundwork of red and green on the alternate panels. 

The Roof of the North G'hapel is a lean-to, the rafters being 
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painted in dark colour, with stars, or suns, quatrefoils, tracery, 
and other ornamental designs. 

The nave arcade. On all the pillars are traces of colour, the 
two east on the north side being most marked. On the south-
east face of the east pillar is a head.* -  The capitals and abaci 
are also richly decorated. 

South wall of south aisle. St George and the Dragon. Un-
fortunately a tablet has been inserted in the centre of the 
picture. Enough however is visible to identify the subject. 
In the centre is the head and body, of St George with his cross 
painted on his breastplate and epaulettes. He is probably on 
horseback, and leaning forward in the 'act of piercing the 
dragon with his spear, which, he grasps in his right hand. 
The tail of the dragon with a kind of roundel at ,the end is 
alone visible at present. Behind St George may possibly be 
made out the Princess, whom the saint has rescued, kneeling 
with her lamb, and on the eastern part of the picture are 
seated on the walls of the city the king and queen beholding 
the combat. A gateway with portcullis is portrayed below. 
The general groundwork is diapered .with roses and '(?)poppies. 
The pattern in darker colour,, of crowns, &c. above appears to 
belong to another course of decoration. ' 

This subject 'is comparatively common, but the only other 
example recorded in Cambridgeshire is at Eversden; 

It is constantly' found as in the present' instance facing 
St Christopher. 	 ' 

The wall space to the east of the window shos traces of 
painting, but has not yet been relieved of the whitewash.,. 

North wall of north aisle. Occupying its usual situation 
is the upper part of. a very .large painting of St Christopher, 
placed at the east side of the north door 'and facing' the southern 
entrance. The saint is nimbed and has long flowing ,beard,, 
and hair. His features are defaced, but he 'is plainly looking 
up at' our Saviour seated on his shoulder, staggering under the 
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weight of his burden, in accordance with the usual rhyming 
distich 

"Parve puer quis tu I' graviorem non toleravi," 	. 

-to which our Lord replies 

"Non mirans sis, tu, nam sum qui cuncta creavi." 

St Christopher is clad in rich flowing drapery coloure.d ver-
milion and 'Indian red, and is grasping his staff in his right 
hand, being as usually represented in mid stream. The figures 
of the attendant hermit. and probably an angler on the bank, 

• and of fish and ships in the water will doubtless appear when 
the lower part of the picture is. uncovered. Our Saviour is 
seated on the, left shoulder of the saint., He is nimbed and 
clad in a red garment but the features are defaced. He holds 
the orb in His left hand, while the right is held up with the 
two fingers extended in the act of Benediction. 

A blaflk, letter text has been painted over this subject. 
St Christopher became most popular throughout England 

in the 15th century, and a large number of mural paintings 
and other representations of him in pur Churches have been 
recorded, especially in the Eastern .  Counties.. A portion of a 
similar painting remains at Burwell, and other examples have 
been found in Cambridgeshire, at the old. Chapel of St John's 
College, Cambridge, Cherry Hinton, Eversden, Hardwick, Imp-
ington, GrantOhester, Milton, Bartlow, and Wilburton. . Several 
examples in old glass are mentioned in Cole's MS. notes of 
the Cambridgeshire Churches. .' 

An artiCle on this subject will be found in The Antiquary,' 
1883, p.  193. Two of the finest existing examples are at 
Honey, Oxfordshire, and Raunds, Northamptonshire. 

Above and around' the window to the  east of St Christopher 
is some nice decorative colouring. 	• 	, 

To the east of this window is portrayed ,the martyrdom of 
St 	with. all its horrible details. The saintnimbed 
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and with his bishop's mitre, is laid on a bed, nude with the 
exception of a loin cloth. Above are two figures on either side 
of a windlass round which they are winding the bowels of the 
saint. Above again seated on a throne is a royal personage to 
whom two figures in evident amazement are pointing out the 
scene depicted above, viz, the soul of the bishop being borne 
up to heaven in a napkin held by angels. The rays of heaven 
are shown in the upper part of the picture. This subject is 
comparatively rare, and the only recorded English examples in 
mural painting have been found atAmpney Crucis, and Ciren-
cester, Gloucestershire, and Whitwell, Isle of Wight. A statue 
of a Bishop recently found and preserved at Trinity Church, 
Cambridge, is supposed to represent St Erasmus. At Bucken 
ham Ferry, Norfolk, and Durweston, Dorset, sculptures have 
been found treating the subject exactly as at Chippenham. 

On the north wall of the north Chapel to the west of the 
window has been a large and very interesting subject. Although 

large tablet has unfortunately been fixed in the middle of the 
subject, there is no doubt that here has been depicted "St 
Michael weighing Souls, and the Blessed Virgin interceding 
on the Souls' behalf." Above the tablet can be seen the wings 
of the Archangel, and on each side the scales of the balances 
which he is holding. On the west side are demons trying to 
force down the scale containing the evil deeds of the deceased, 
while on the east is a majestic figure of the Virgin,, crowned 
and nimbed, holding a sceptre in her left hand, while with her 
right she is touching the scale, which according to the legend 
at once goes down and the soul is saved. The Virgin is clad in 
rich garments, with outer cloak, and a diaper of pomegranates 
on her dress. . The ground on which she stands is grey, and the 
general background red. In the upper part of the picture is 
the coat of arms of the person at whose expense the painting 
was executed, viz. gules a chevron or between three double 
edged. combs argent. These were the atmorial bearings of the 
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Bothell. or Botell family, and furnish us with a most interesting 
clue to the date of the paintings and the benefactor at whose 
charge they were executed. In the year 1184 William de 
Mandeville, Earl of Essex, gave the Manor of Chippenham to 
the Knights Hospitallers of St John of Jerusalem, and a small 
preceptory subordinate to the chief house at Clerkenwell was 
founded here, mainlyfor the benefit of the sick brethren. It is 
therefore only natural to expect to fihd some connection be-
tween the Hospital and the Parish Church, and accordingly 
amongst the Priors occurs the name of Robert Botyll, who was 
ruling over the House as head of the order in England in the 
year 1439, and who resigned his office in 1469. There can 
therefore be no doubt that we have here the armorial shield of 
Robert Botyll, and a clear proof of this painting and possibly 
some of the others having been executed at his cost. At Gaws-
worth, Cheshire; K irton in Lindsey, Lincolnshire; and Ciren-: 
cester, Gloucestershire; the shields of the donors of the Mural 
Paintings are similarly introduced, and it is not uncommon to 
find the armorial bearings of benefactors to the ChurCh painted 
on various portions of the walls. In some instances, as at Ciren-
cester, Gloucestershire; Ridge, Hertfordshire; and Whimple, 
Devonshire; kneeling figures of the donors are portrayed with 
scrolls requesting a prayer for their souls. This practice of in-
troducing the portraits of the donors is more generally met 
with on the ancient stained glass windows. Thern subject of 
St Michael weighing Souls is generally found in representa-
tions of the Great Day of Judgment, to which it of course 
always alludes. The particular treatment as at Chippenham 
is not uncommon. An explanation of the legend of the in-
tervention of the Blessed Virgin, will be found in the Archceo-
logical Journal, Vol. xxxiv. p.  235. 

The wall to the east of the window is covered with decora- 
tive painting, and part of a scroll remains with "' orate pro aia 

on it, no doubt invoking a prayer for the soul of the 
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donor of the above-mentioned painting, who was most likely 
substantial benefactor to the Church, or of some member of his 
family. The word "Matt". is not very clear, and may be a 
shortened form of "Magistri," which would be a fitting title to 
a person holding the distinguished position of Robert "Botyll."' 

On the east wall of this north Chapel is some interesting 
decoration, viz. ,a diaper of white flowers on a red ground. A 
black letter text has 'been painted over it. 

The Church was visited 'by me and notes of the paintings, 
&c. taken, October 13, 1886. 

	

- 	 APPENDIX I. 

'List of Churches where representations of both S. Chris-
topher and S George ha've been noted, (A) with St Christopher 
on N., St George on S. wall: (B) with the two saints side by 
side. ' 

Pickering, Yorkshire (B). 
Gawsworth, Cheshire (B). 
.Hargrave .) 	, 
Raunds 	' Northamptonshire. 	' 
Slapton (A) j' 	.' 	 . 

Houghton Conquest, Bedfordshire (A). 
Eversden, Cambs. (A). 
Drayton (B) ' 
Fritton (B) 	Norfolk.  
Wi'tton (B). J 	' 	 S 	 •, 	 S 	 , 

Bradfield Combust (B) 
'Chdflesworth 
Preston 	- 	. Suffolk. 	' 	S  
Sproughton (B) 	 S  
Troston'  
Croydon, Surrey.'  
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Canterbury Cathedral, Kent (A). 
Stedham, Sussex (A). 
Devizes St Mary's (B)') - Wiltshire. 
Wilsford and Lake (B) 
Whimple, Devon (B). 

At Bradninch (Devon) both saints appear on the Screen, 
while at Horsham St Faith's (Norfolk), St George is painted 
on the Screen, and St Christopher on the Pulpit. At Rand-
worth (Norfolk) and Winchester Cathedral are wall paintings 
of St Christopher and paintings on panels of St George. 

In Cole's MSS. mention is made of several portraits in old 
glass of St Christopher in the Cambridgeshire Churches, e.g. at 
Barrington, &c. At Hildersham (Cambs.) and Clavering (Essex), 
both St Christopher and St George are noticed as being repre-
sented in old glass in Cole's time. The lower part of a sculp-
tured figure of St Christopher, formerly part of a reredos, remains 
at Toft (Cambs.). 

APPENDIX II. 

St Erasmus. 

The following examples of the martyrdom of St Erasmus 
have been noted: 	 . 

(I) In Mural Paintings: 
At Ampney Crucis, Gloucestershire, 	. 
At Cirencester, Gloucestershire, figured in Arclwaologia, xv. 

405. 
At Whitwell, Isle of Wight, mentioned in Archceological 

Journ. xxii. 79; Society of Antiquaries Proceedings, 
2nd series, vii. 36; and The Gentleman's Magazine for 
April, 1865, p.  402. ,. 
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On a panel: 
At St Michael at Plea, Norwich, mentioned at p. xxxix of 

the Norfolk Volume of the Royal Archaeological Insti-
tute. 

In Sculpture: 
At Buckenham Ferry, Norfolk, see Norfolk Archceol. 1.'2431. 
At Durweston, Dorset. Cast at the Society of Antiquaries 

Rooms. 
These all correspond with the treatment at Chippenham.. 
Figures of the saint also occur in Mural Painting, (?) at 

Tawstock,\  Devonshire, on screens at Hempstead, Norfolk, and 
(?) Roxton, Beds., and sculptured at St Alban's Cathedral. 

APPENDIX III. 

St Michael weighing Souls. 

This subject is comparatively common, and is found at a 
very early date. An example of the 12th century occurs at 
Kempley in Gloucestershire, and it is commonly introduced in 
representations of the Great Doom. 

In the instances where the intervention of the Blessed 
Virgin is portrayed, of which no examples occur in England 
prior to the 14th century, a special tradition is exemplified 
which is briefly set out in the Archcsologicai Journal, Vol. 
xxxiv. 238. 

Representations in Mural Paintings have been noted at the 
following Churches: 

Slapton, Northamptonshire. 
Beckley, 	Oxfordshire. 
South Leigh, I 
Lathbury, Bucks. 
Toddington, Beds. 
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Fingringhoe, Essex. 
Lenham, Kent. 
Lindfield, ) 

? Sussex..-  rreston, ) 
Catherington, Hampshire. 
Melcombe Horsey, Dorset. 

N.B. In the List of Buildings in Great Britain and 
Ireland having mural and other painted Decorations" &c., as 
compiled by me for the Council of Education, South Kensing-
ton Museum, a considerable number of examples of St-Michael 
weighing souls have been collected (see Index, p. 373), and no 
doubt in many instances, besides those specified above, the 
intercession of the Virgin is introduced. 
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