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24 	 ANTIQUITIES AT HAUXTON. 

One monument, known to be Danish, had been found near St Paul's iii 
London, and it closely resembled the work on this stone, so that Danes in 
England could put up a Danish monument; but no other stone in England 
was of this character. Mr Browne remarked on the fact that one side of 
the stone has a Crucifixion without a cross, the Figure with arms extended 
standing among interlacing bands; and he mentioned an example in 
England at Chester-le-street He called attention to the modification of 
the first u in the queen's name, which lie read Tiurui, and mentioned that 
the modern representative of the name, Thyra, is still pronounced as if 
y were ü. 

MONDAY, May 13th, 1889. 

Professor Macalister, M.D., President, in the chair. 

The following new members were elected: 

George Edward Cory, B.A., King's College. 
Rev. Edward William Doyle, B.A., Trinity. Coll. Dubi. 
Edward Henry Parker, M.A., King's College. 
Arthur Henry Williams, M.A., M.B., St John's College. 

Professor HUGHES made the following communication: 

ON SOME ANTIQUITIES FOUND NEAR HAUXTON, 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

THE tributary of the Cam which drains the country about 
Chesterford and Whittlesford, follows a northerly course as 
far as Shelford, and then turns west. At Hauxton Mill it 
again changes its character and course, and winds its way in 
a northerly direction to the principal branch of the river, nearly 
opposite Cantaloupe Farm. Hauxton Mill stands by the easiest 
crossing of the tributary for people travelling down the east 
bank of the main stream from Meldreth, Shepreth, Foxton, 
Harston, &c., a .country thickly covered with Roman remains. 
There would very likely have been an artificial ford here, which 
in the lapse of ages would modify the character of the stream 
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above and belOw it. Much valuable information • might be got 
by hunting up the ancient fords, ofwhich traces long remain. 
However that may be, this is just such. a situation as would 
be occupied on both sides by primitive people, and we find 
Pre-Roman, Roman, and Old English relic's in abundance :  
especially along the north side, on the warm gravel slopes. 
which run down to the alluvium, and are bounded and pro-
tected by the river and t small tributary stream which here 
runs into it. I have already often brought -under the notice of 
the Society objects of various kinds from this locality, and 
Professor Macalister has given the results of his investigations 
into the ethnology of the human remains found there. I have 
now to lay.before the Society 'the results of some more recent 
excavations. Many of. the objects now exhibited do not appear 
to have been hitherto recorded, and certainly belong to people 
widely separated both in race and age. 

The workmen informed -me that an extraordinary quantity 
of antiquities had been dug up on the S. and E. sides of 
the small tributary that runs along the lower edge of the 
field now being worked, and that they anticipate similar rich 
ground on the N. and W. sids when they reach a certain 
ancient pond known as "Blood Pond," which used to exist 
a little in front of the present workings, but which has long 
been filled up. 

Some mill-stones of a Very rude type I found recently'' -  
thrown out, of the pits, see P1. IV., figs. 1, 2. They consist 
of large irregular slabs of sandstone artificially flattened, with 
blocks of similar stone of smaller size which appear to have 
been used for grinding by. hand on the larger slabs. I would 
draw attention to the varioUs materials used for grind-stones 
which I have collected and placed in the Woodwardian Museum, 
among which are several mill-stones from the Fens, of the same 
form as those exhibited from Hauxton, but; instead of being all 

	

- of sandstone, one or both are of - flint. ' The sandstone of which 	- - 
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• they are made is common in the gravel beds. Of that area, being 
derived from the boulder-drift of the higher ground: These 
mill-stones I consider to be pre-Roman, but they might have 
bMonged to native servants of the Romans, and therefore might 
not indicate a distinct, or much earlier, period. Roman pottery 
and coins are not uncommon, but do not occur in layers of 
rubbish, or in large quantities in pits, as in the rubbish pits of 
Ohesterford, or waste heaps of Horningsea ; most of those found 
here seem to indicate disturbed Roman interments. A sample 
of the Roman ware is figured on Plate V., fig. 1. It is un-
broken. 

I have from time to time exhibited a considerable number of 
coins from this locality, but, as they were procured from workmen 

• who may have brought them from Orwell, Barrington, Hasling-
field, and other diggings in the neighbourhood, I do not attach 
so much value to the evidence they offer, as to that derived 
from objects that could not be so easily carried, and the value 
of which was less obvious. 

There is evidence of Danish and probably Saxon occupation 
• of the ground. Some of the pottery bears a curious pattern, 

see P1. V., fig. 2, reminding one of, though not • exactly like, 
• the stamp so common on Saxon urns. This old English pottery 
was very rare at Hauxton. There was also found a cUriOus 
cinerary urn, full of burnt bones, of a very rude and unusual 
type, see P1. V., fig. 3. It was apparently hand-made, and not 
turned on a lathe. It had no constriction, turn-over, beading, 
or ornament of any kind round the rim. The material is coarse 
clay with many chips of flint, and there are hardly any signs of 
firing upon it. It is more likely to belong to Saxon or Danish 
times, than to Roman or British, in which, though the material 
varied much, the conventional forms were generally preserved. 

The most interesting relics recently obtained from these 
excavations are an iron axe, knives, a so-called key, and an-
other iron object. These were all found in one pit at a depth 
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of about 2 feet. The chief interest' of these remains hang 
round the axe, which seems to be of a totally different form 
from anything found with Saxon remains in this neighbour -
hood. S  

It is a two-horned axe with square ends, see P1. VI., 
fig. 1, and—as was pointed out by the Ref. E. Conybeare-
this appears to have 'been the character of the Scandinavian 
weapon, as may be inferred from the story in the Burnt Njal, 
where the axe, driven into the wall, stuck by the upper horn, of 
which the imbedded portion alone was preserved. The knives 
are of the usual longer Or shorter pointed kind where the back 
is not curved but terminated by 5a straight cut from the back 
forwards to the edge of the blade, see P1. 'VI, figs. 3,.6. 

The key is a bent iron ringed rod with two small teeth, see 
P1. VI., fig 4. 

The small iron object, see P1. VI., fig. 5, is exactly like 
'others previously procured from the same locality. It consists 
of a plate of iron about 3 inches long and about one-sixth 
of an inch thick, tapering gradually to similar rounded ends. 
The whole is slightly curved, and in the centre is a slit about 
one inch long and one-sixth of an inch broad. I have never 
before been able to obtain any history of the finding of these 
objects, but the one now exhibited was found with the axe and 
knives and a skeleton. It looks as if it might 'have been a 
metal slip to run on a strap, and perhaps be fastened off by a 
peg run through the leather. It is possible that the knives 
were not plain-handled but had 'a metal guard, the advantage 
of. which is obvious in the case of a knife as frequently used 
for stabbing, as for cutting, and that this small plate may have 
been the metal foundation of such a guard, as shown in Plate 
VI., fig. 6, where I have slipped one, of the iron plates on to the 
end of a knife to which it certainly did not belong, merely to 
explain this suggestion. Such a guard could only have been 
used on one of the longer knives. The objection to this view 
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is that they are not commonly found cemented together by 
rust. 	 - 

On Plate VI., fig. 2, a piece of a horse-shoe is represented 
similar to those so common near Barrington in connection with 
Saxon remains. 

This locality is therefore one of exceptional archaeological 
interest, as there seems to be here evidence of the overlap 
of Roman over British, of Saxon over Roman, and perhaps of -
Danish over Saxon. At any rate the objects found here should 
be kept together, not necessarily displayed, but in some place 
in which they can be easily referred to and compared, as the 
excavations are still, going on. 

Professor MIDDLETON made the following communication: 

NOTE ON THREE CHOIR-STALLS FROM BRAMPTON CHURCH, 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

THE three oaken stalls from Brampton Church, which the 
Baron von Hhlgel has kindly lent' to the Museum of General 
and Local Archaology, are a melancholy example of the reck-
less removal of church-fittings, which has so often taken place 
under the much-abused name, "restoration." They are of 
exceptional interest as being of unusually early date, namely, 
about the year 1350. Screens and stalls of the 15th century 
are common enough, but it is rare to fi 

n
nd examples of wood-

work of a earlier date. The arms of the stalls are. richly 
moulded, with a characteristic 14th century moulding, with a 
deeply cut hollow, designed in a way more suited to stone than 
to oak, as was usually the case before the 15th century. 

The. misericorcis, or hinged seats, are decorated with very 
interesting carved subjects, three on each (see Plate VII.). 

-- 1 These stalls have since been bought for the Museum of Archaeology. 
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